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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  Navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendency  of  Professor  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S. 
Navy,  at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas¬ 
sification  was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutenant-Commander 
F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was 
relieved  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The  first 
five  volumes  were  published  under  Ins  efficient  administration,  and 
the  important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution  of 
these  volumes  was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Professor  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintend¬ 
ent,  under  whose  able  administration  volumes  6-14  were  published. 
Professor  Rawson  was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  Naval 
Academy  September  20,  1902,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Charles  W. 
Stewart. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement  : 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  vessels  acting 
singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 
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II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  in 
eluding  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special 
reports  of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of 
bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships  as 
they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been  repro¬ 
duced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or  from  the 
carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspond¬ 
ence  between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the 
work  would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore 
has  spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief 
actors  on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been 
obtained,  and  they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of 
the  work.  The  reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly 
complete.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate 
records  are  not  equally  complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in 
collecting  them,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives 
of  the  Confederate  Navy  Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Frequent  careful  searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the 
country,  conducted  by  a  special  agent  of  the  Department,  have 
brought  to  light  many  duplicates  of  these  papers,  found  among  the 
personal  files  of  participants.  It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will 
revive  the  interest  of  participants  in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead 
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them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the  whereabouts  of  any 
papers  bearing  upon  naval  operations  in  the  civil  war  of  which  they 
may  have  knowledge. 

The  twenty-first  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  21),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of 
the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  January  1  to  December  31, 
1864.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  22)  gives  the  operations  of 
the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  January  1, 1865,  to  January 
31,  1866,  and  the  operations  of  the  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters 
from  May  8,  1861,  to  April  11,  1862. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscella¬ 
neous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con¬ 
federate  papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement 
of  the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each 
volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without 
other  subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single 
events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the 
chronological  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents 
have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compiler. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  October,  1908. 

Note. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1904): 

*  *•  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of 
the  Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  author¬ 
ized  of  said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Rep¬ 
resentatives,  and  Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the 
purpose  of  this  distribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records 
in  public  libraries,  and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries, 
so  far  as  such  libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories. 
Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Rep¬ 
resentative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses, 
and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed ;  .and  all  sets  that  may 
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not  be  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum 
added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the 
Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators, 
Representatives,  or  Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who 
thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance 
the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  work 
was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undis¬ 
tributed  copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
both  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries, 
organizations,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 
Congress  failed  to  designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said 
Official  Records  or  any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in 
said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28,  1896, 
which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi¬ 

tional  copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for 
supplying  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 
West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  tlie  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 

Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23,  1861. 
West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1864^1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who  have 
any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval  War 
Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N.,  1862. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  N. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1863. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  XJ.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  XJ.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  XJ.  S.  N.,  1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  XJ.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  XJ.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

♦Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING 
SQ  UADRON,  JA  NUARY  1,  1865,- TO  JA  NUARY  SI,  1866. 


Name. 


Albatross . 

Althea . 

Antona . 

Arizona . 

Arkansas _ _ 

Aroostook . 

Arthur . • . 

Augusta  Dinsmore. 

Bienville . 

Bloomer . 

Bohio . 

Buckthorn . 

Carrabasset . 

Cayuga . 

Charlotte . 

Chickasaw . 

Cincinnati . 

Chocura . 

Clematis . 

Cornubia . 

Corypheus . 


Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Fourth . . . 

378 

Screw  steamer . 

95 

6 

Fourth . . . 

72 

. do . 

15 

1 

Fourth . . . 

565 

. do . 

56 

6 

Third . 

959 

Side- wheel  steamer. . . 

82 

7 

Third . 

752 

75 

1 

Fourth . . . 

507 

. do . 

83 

7 

Fourth. .. 

554 

Sailing  bark . 

32 

6 

Third . 

850 

Screw  steamer. . . 

66 

4 

Second. . . . 

1,558 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

185 

ii 

Fourth. . . 

130 

Paddle-wheel  steamer _ 

16 

2 

Fourth. .. 

197 

Sailing  brig . 

34 

6 

Fourth  - .. 

128 

"Screw  steamer . 

22 

3 

F  ourth _ 

202 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

45 

6 

Fourth . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

78 

7 

Fourth . . . 

70 

Schooner . 

14 

2 

Fourth . . . 

970 

Ironclad . 

138 

4 

Fourth . . . 

512 

. do . 

154 

13 

Fourth . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

80 

7 

Fourth... 

297 

. do . 

42 

3 

Fourth . . . 

600 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

76 

5 

Fourth . . . 

82 

Schooner  yacht . 

21 

2 

*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who  have 
any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval  War 
Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING 
SQ  UADRON,  JANUARY  1,  1865,  TO  JANUARY  31,  1866—  Continued. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Cowslip . 

Fourth . . . 

220 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

36 

3 

Elk . 

162 

162 

6 

Estrella . 

Fourth . . . 

438 

57 

3 

Fearnot . 

Fourth . . . 

1,012 

Storeship . 

45 

1 

Fourth . . . 

80 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

56 

4 

Second.. . . 

1,770 

. do . 

193 

11 

Third . 

803 

. do . 

113 

8 

350 

Screw  steamer . 

68 

8 

252 

30 

6 

Fourth . . . 

232 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

45 

6 

Third.  . 

1,200 

220 

11 

300 

42 

3 

Ida.  . 

Fourth . . . 

104 

Screw  steamer . 

(*) 

1 

Fourth . . . 

507 

. do . 

70 

6 

J.  C.  Kuhn . 

888 

Sailing  bark . 

61 

4 

122 

Screw  steamer . 

19 

2 

787 

Side-wheel  steamer. . . 

99 

6 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

87 

4 

507 

. do . 

78 

7 

507 

. do . 

78 

4 

970 

Ironclad . 

123 

4 

Fourth . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

81 

6 

450 

Schooner . 

66 

6 

1,533 

Screw  steamer . 

298 

14 

344 

25 

2 

Third . 

776 

Screw  steamer. . . . 

107 

9 

974 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

162 

10 

221 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

44 

6 

Fourth. . 

970 

Ironclad . 

127 

4 

1,378 

Screw  steamer . - . 

176 

11 

101 

. do . 

19 

2 

221 

_ do . 

47 

5 

203 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

46 

8 

Third. . . 

829 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

118 

10 

Third.  . 

1,032 

Screw  steamer . 

166 

12 

623 

Ironclad . 

142 

2 

1,240 

Screw  steamer . 

141 

13 

607 

. do . 

91 

5 

1,375 

Ship . 

50 

6 

507 

Screw  steamer . .  — 

91 

5 

389 

. do . 

71 

7 

507 

. do . 

82 

^_4 

184 

. do . 

29 

3 

507 

. do . 

75 

4 

694 

. do . 

173 

6 

805 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

131 

10 

1,022 

Ship . 

161 

20 

1,726 

. do . 

331 

42 

428 

Screw  steamer .  . 

(*) 

3 

828 

.do . 

90 

7 

1,600 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

163 

7 

R.  R.  Cuvier . 

Third . 

1,202 

Screw  steamer . 

154 

12 

*  No  rolls. 
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UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING 
SQUADRON,  JANUARY  1,1865,  TO  JA  NUARY  31,  1866.— Continued. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Second. . . . 

1,929 

Screw  steamer . 

261 

22 

Fourth . . . 

217 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

60 

6 

Fourth. .  . 

96 

Screw  steamer . 

19 

2 

66 

Schooner . 

12 

1 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

65 

4 

Third . 

832 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

148 

10 

590 

Paddle-wheel  steamer . 

99 

4 

Third.  .. 

801 

Screw  steamer . 

104 

9 

188 

Stern-wheel  steamer . 

63 

6 

171 

51 

6 

370 

44 

2 

202 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

26 

3 

Third.  . 

700 

162 

10 

581 

Screw  steamer . 

61 

7 

593 

102 

8 

Winnebago . 

Fourth. .  . 

970 

118 

4 

Note.— For  disposition  of  vessels  in  the  Gulf  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  see  pages  252-256. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  WESTERN  FLOTILLA,  MAY 

8,  1861,  TO  APRIL  11,  1862. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Guns. 

Third..  .. 

1,000 

16 

Third . 

512 

_ do . 

13 

Carondelet . 

Third... 

512 

13 

Third.  . 

1,004 

4 

Cincinnati . 

Third. 

512 

13 

512 

4 

50 

Tug . 

1,000 

5 

Great  Western . 

800 

3 

Judge  Torrence . 

Fourth. . . 

700 

. do . . 

i 

448 

6 

Louisville . 

Fourth _ 

326 

Gunboat  (center-wheel) . 

13 

Maria  Denning . 

Receiving  ship,  Cairo,  Ill . 

Mound  City . . 

Third . 

512 

Ironclad  (center-wheel) . 

13 

New  Era . 

157 

6 

Pittsburg . 

Third.  ... 

512 

13 

St.  Louis  f . 

Third . 

512 

. do . 

13 

Tyler . 

Fourth . . . 

575 

7 

William  H.  Brown . 

Fourth _ 

800 

1 

♦Known  officially  as  the  Mignonette. 


t  Known  later  as  the  Baron  de  Kalb. 


CALENDAR. 
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1861-62. 


MAY. 

NOVEMBER. 

Sun, 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1*6 

17 

18 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

17 

18* 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

— 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

JUNE. 

DECEMBER. 

1 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

29 

30 

31 

30 

l 

JULY. 

JANUARY. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

5 

6 

7 

8' 

9 

10 

11 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

28 

29 

30 

31 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

AUGUST. 

FEBRUARY 

■ 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

--  -- 

SEPTEMBER. 

MARCH. 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

29 

30 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

OCTOBER. 

APRIL. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

27 

28 

29 

30 

XVIII 


CALENDAR. 


1865. 


JANUARY. 

JULY. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1  , 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8[ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

9 

10 

U 

12 

13 

14 

15 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

'  27 

28 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

29 

30 

31 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

l 

‘“"I 

FEBRUARY. 

AUGUST. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

,  8 

9 

10 

11 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

26 

27 

28 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

MARCH. 

SEPTEMBER. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

— 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

APRIL. 

OCTOBER. 

1 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

29 

30 

31 

30 

1 

MAY. 

NOVEMBER. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

28 

29 

30 

31 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

JUNE. 

DECEMBER. 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

_ _ 

24 

25 

26 

27 
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WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

FROM  JANUARY  1,  1865,  TO  JANUARY  31,  1866. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  vessels 
composing  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

33.]  New  Orleans,  January  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  a  list  of  vessels 
belonging  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  with  the  number  of  their  guns, 
the  class  to  which  they  belong,  their  commanding  officers,  and 
present  duty  or  station. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  January  1,  1865. 


Name. 


Guns. 


Antona .  5 

Arizona . I  7 

Aroostook .  7 


Althea .  1 

Arkansas . ]  5 

Arthur . 1  6 

Anderson,  W.G . !  8 

Augusta  Dinsmore..  4 

Bienville . ;  10 

Bloomer . !  2 


Buckthorn . !  2 

Bohio . 

Cayuga .  7 

Chickasaw .  4 

Chocura .  4 


Comubia . .  5 


Carrabasset 
Cowslip .... 
Corypheus. . 
Charlotte.. . 
Estrella. . . . 

Fearnot _ 

Fort  Gaines. 

Genesee _ 

Gertrude _ 

Glide . 

Glasgow . 

Hollyhock.. . 

Itasca . 

Ida . 


6 

3 
2 
2 
5 

5 

4 
8 
8 

6 
3 

3 

4 
1 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 


Screw . 

Paddle  wheel . 
Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Bark . 

Bark. . 

Screw . 

Paddle  wheel . 
Stern  wheel.. . 

Screw . 

Brig . 

Screw . 

Ironclad . 

Screw . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  F. Harden 

Actg.  Master  H.  Tibbits . 

Lieut.  Commander  Jos.  S.Sker- 
rett. 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  David  Cate . 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stannard . 

Actg.  Ensign  R.  H.  Carey . 

Actg.  V  ol.  Lieut.  Miner  B.  Crowell 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany _ 

Actg.  Third  Asst.  Engineer  Thos. 
G.  Jones. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  Godfrey . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  M.  Stannard. . 
Lieut.  Commander  Henry  Wilson 
Lieut.  Commander  G.  II.  Perkins 
Lieut.  Commander  R.  W.  Meade, 


Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Mississippi  Sound. 
New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 
Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

East  Pass. 

Mobile  Bay. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Calcasieu  Pass. 


jr. 


Paddle  wheel . 

Stem  wheel. . . 
Paddle  wheel . 

Schooner . 

Schooner . 

Paddle  wheel . 

Ship . 

Stern  wheel. . . 
Paddle  wheel . 

Screw . 

Stern  wheel. . . 
Paddle  wheel . 
Paddle  wheel . 

Screw . 

Screw . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  A.  John¬ 
stone. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ezra  Leonard. . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  T.  Bacon . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Clark . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting  . 

Actg.  Master  G.  P.  Pomeroy . 

Actg.  Ensign  A.  Rich,  jr . 

Actg.  Master  John  R.  Hamilton.. 
Lieut.  Commander  J ohn  Irwin.. . 

Actg.  Master  H.  C.  Wade . 

Actg.  Master  L.  S.  Fickett . 

Actg.  Master  R.  J.  Hofiner . 

Actg.  Ensign  Franklin  Ellms  — 
Lieut. Commander  Geo.  Brown. . 
Pilot  B.  Tarbell . 


New  Orleans. 

Berwick  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron — Continued. 


Name. 


Jackson,  J.  P. . . 

Jasmine . 

Kanawha . 

Katahdin . 

Kineo . 

Kennebec . 

Kickapoo . 

Kuhn,  J.C . 

Lackawanna. . . 

Metacomet . 

Milwaukee . 

Monongahela... 

Meteor . 

Maria  A.  Wood. 
New  London. . . 

Nyanza . 

Narcissus . 

Octorara . 

Oneida . 

Ossipee . 

Owasco . 

Pembina . 

Penguin . 

Penobscot . 

Pinola . 

Port  Royal . 

Princess  Royal. 
Pocahontas. . . . 

Pampero . 

Portsmouth.. . . 

Potomac . 

Richmond . 

Rodolph . 

Rose . . 

Sciota . 

Sebago . 

Selma . 

Seminole . 

Stockdale . 

Sam  Houston. . 

Tallahatchie. . . 
Tritonia. ....... 

Virginia . 

Vincennes . 

Winnebago . 


Guns,  j  Class. 


6 

Paddle  wheel . 

2 

Screw . 

4 

Screw . 

7 

Screw . 

6 

Screw . 

5 

Screw . 

4 

Ironclad . 

6 

Bark . 

14 

Screw  sloop. . . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

4 

Ironclad . 

11 

Screw  sloop. . . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

3 

Schooner . 

5 

Screw . 

6 

Stem  wheel.. . 

1 

Screw  tug . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

12 

Screw  sloop. . . 

13 

Screw  sloop. . . 

5 

Screw . 

5 

Screw . 

7 

Screw . 

4 

Screw . 

4 

Screw . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

7 

Screw . 

6 

Screw . 

6 

Ship . 

18 

Sloop . 

42 

Frigate . 

22 

Screw  sloop. . . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

2 

Screw  tug . 

4 

Screw . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

4 

Paddle  wheel . 

9 

Screw  sloop. . . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

1 

Pilot  boat. . .. 

6 

Stem  wheel.. . 

1 

Paddle  wheel . 

7 

Screw . 

10 

Sloop . 

4 

Ironclad . 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  of  sta¬ 
tion. 


Lieut. Commander  B.  Gherardi. . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton . 

Lieut. Commander  B.  B.  Taylor . 

Actg.  Master  E.  A.  Terrell . 

Lieut.  Commander  John  Watters 
Lieut.  Commander  Trevett  Abbot 
Lieut .  Commander  M .  P .  J  ones. . . 

Actg.  Ensign  S.  H.  Newman . 

Captain  G.  F.  Emmons . 

Lieut .  Commander  J .  E .  J ouett . . 
Lieut.  Commander  Jas.H.  Gillis  . 

Commander  Jas.  H.  Strong . 

Actg.  Master  M.  Jordan . 

Actg.  Master  John  Ross . 

Actg.  Master  Lyman  Wells . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Boutelle... 

Repairing . 

Lieut. Commander  W.  W. Low... 

Commander  T.  H.  Stevens  o . 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy . 

Actg.  Master  T.  B.  Sears.'. . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  G.  Maxwell 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  R.  Beers _ 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  E.  K.  Ben- 
ham. 

Lieut.  Commander  Henry  Erben. 

Actg.  Master  T.  M.  Gardner . 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey . 

Actg.  Master  E.  E.  Pendleton _ 

Actg.  Master  0. Colburn . 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori . 

Commander  Alex.  Gibson . 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins . 

Actg.  Master  N.  M.  Dyer . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  D. Maddocks. . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune. . . 
Lieut.  Commander  Wm.  E.  Fitz- 
hugh. 

Lieutenant  A.  R.  Yates . 

Commander  A.  G.  Clary . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.Edwards. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut,  and  Pilot  Mar¬ 
tin  Freeman. 

Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.H.  Brown _ 

Lieut.  Commander  C.  H.  Greene.. 
Lieut.  Commander  W.  A.  Kirk¬ 
land. 


Mississippi  Sound. 
Pensacola  Bay. 
Pass  Cavallo. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 
Cruising. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 
Pass  a  l’Outre. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Calcasieu  Pass. 
Berwick  Bay. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 
Do. 

Sabine  Pass. 
Pensacola  Bay. 
San  Luis  Pass. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
New  Orleans.' 

Off  Galveston. 
New  Orleans. 
South  West  Pass. 
New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Rio  Grande. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Mississippi  Sound. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 
Ship  Island. 

Mobile  Bay. 


a  On  leave. 


* 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  tugs  for  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  17,  representing  that  more  tugs  are 
needed  in  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

If  there  are  tugs  at  New  Orleans  that  can  be  procured,  and  you 
consider  them  suitable  for  the  service,  you  will  have  them  examined 
and  appraised  and  report  the  result  to  the  Department,  furnishing 
the  age  of  machinery  and  hull  and  other  important  data  with  regard 
to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  (pro  tern)  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

New  Orleans. 
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Capture  of  the  schooner  Mary  Ellen,  January  3,  1865. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kanawha. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Kanawha, 

Off  Velasco,  Tex.,  January  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  1:15  a.  m.  this  morning, 
while  lying  in  6  fathoms  water,  Velasco  bearing  W.  S.  W.  J  W., 
compass,  distant  about  5  miles,  I  discovered  a  schooner  about  500 
yards  from  me,  standing  to  the  W.,  the  wind  at  the  time  being  light 
from  the  southward.  The  stranger  discovered  us  apparently  about 
the  same  time  that  we  did  him,  and  immediately  tacked  and  stood 
offshore  to  the  eastward.  I  at  once  got  underway  and  gave  chase, 
and  brought  him  to  at  about  1:45  a.  m.  by  firing  a  shot  across  his 
bows.  She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Mary  Ellen,  from  Matamoras, 
cleared  for  New  Orleans,  her  papers  apparently  correct;  but  from  the 
track  made  since  leaving  the  Rio  Grande,  together  with  documents 
found  on  board,  and  the  fact  that  she  was  standing  in  for  Velasco 
when  she  was  discovered  (although  the  wind  was  fair  for  New 
Orleans),  left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  it  was  her  intention  to 
violate  the  blockade.  I  therefore  seized  her  and  sent  her  into 
New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

The  Mary  Ellen  is  a  schooner  of  173  tons,  and  had  no  cargo  on 
board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  Taylor, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Kanawha. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Kanawha, 

Off  Velasco,  Tex.,  January  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  seize  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  Arkansas  of  informing 
you  that  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  I  captured  the  schooner 
Mary  Ellen,  of  Montreal,  while  trying  to  run  into  Velasco.  The 
Mary  Ellen  is  quite  a  large  schooner  (173  tons),  but  was  in  ballast. 
She  was  commanded  by  one  Cooper,  a  notorious  blockade  runner, 
the  same  who  was  captured  in  the  schooner  Lilly  a  few  months  ago 
while  trying  to  make  his  way  into  Velasco.  I  dispatched  the  Mary 
Ellen  on  the  3d  in  charge  of  a  competent  crew  for  New  Orleans. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  Taylor, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons, _ 

Commanding  2d  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Wade,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Gertrude,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  vessel  off  Galveston. 

U.  S.  S.  Gertrude, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  January  Jh  1865. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report:  At  2^25  this  morn¬ 
ing  I  discovered  a  strange  sail  bearing  N.  by  W.  \  W.,  running  in. 
Immediately  went  to  quarters,  slipped  the  cable,  and  gave  chase. 
At  the  same  time  fired  two  shots.  Finding  the  water  shoaling,  I  did 
not  deem  it  prudent  to  run  farther  in.  I  then  ran  out  into  31 
fathoms  and  anchored. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Wade, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Senior  Officer  off  Galveston,  TJ.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 


Report  of  Commander  Clary,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Semi¬ 
nole,  regarding  the  seizure  of  American  schooner  in  Mexican  waters, 

and  other  matters,  off  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Off  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  January  4,  1865. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  but  little  to  communicate,  and  probably  the 
first  item  may  have  been  reported  to  you  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Wilson. 

I  allude  to  the  seizure  of  an  American  schooner  on  the  2d  ultimo 
by  piratical  rebels  in  Mexican  waters,  the  master  being  ashore  at 
the  time.  She  had  cargo  aboard.  Have  not  heard  of  the  schooner 
or  her  own  crew  since.  Brigadier-General  Pile  has,  I  learn,  made 
application  to  Mexican  authorities  in  reference  to  this  seizure.  It 
occurs  to  me  to  advise  Mexican  officials  upon  the  instance  of  another 
capture  to  threaten  them  with  reprisals. 

From  our  scouts  and  stragglers  to  our  lines  here  we  learn  that  the 
Mexicans  are  rendering  up  all  rebel  deserters  and  refugees  to  rebel 
authority  in  Texas. 

The  three-masted  scow  that  ran  into  the  river  here  in  a  norther 
fetched  up  on  the  Federal  side,  but  a  line  was  made  fast  to  her  from 
the  other  shore  and  hauled  over  safe  by  the  Mexicans  and  rebels.  I 
presume  she  had  run  out  of  some  port  to  the  northward  with  70  bales 
cotton. 

During  the  norther  of  the  31st  ultimo  many  of  the  fleet  anchored 
at  the  river  put  to  sea.  They  are  now  standing  back;  one,  a  schooner 
(English) ,  lost  her  anchors;  went  ashore  here  last  night.  I  sent  boats 
to  her  this  morning.  She  has  100  bales  cotton  aboard.  The 
wreckers  may  save  her  cotton  if  the  weather  continues  favorable. 
The  schooner  will  be  a  total  loss.  A  bark  capsized  during  the  gale 
and  is  now  ashore,  completely  buried  in  the  sand.  It  is  satd  she  had 
1,400  bales  cotton  on  board;  they  will  have  to  blow  her  up  to  get  it 
out. 

January  8. — The  schooner  ashore  here  has  bilged;  the  cotton  has 
been  landed;  how  it  is  to  be  disposed  of  has  not  been  decided.  The 
general  has  five  or  six  bales  picked  up  from  other  sources,  which  he 
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proposes  to  ship  by  quartermaster’s  transport  to  New  Orleans, 
forwarding  a  statement  of  its  recovery,  etc.  In  this  case  should 
dispatch  an  officer  from  this  ship  in  charge  to  represent  the  Navy. 

I  regret  to  state  we  have  only  seven  days’  coal  remaining  from  this 
date  (8th).  It  happened  in  this  wise:  all  our  firewood  being  stowed 
in  one  of  the  bunkers,  and  without  my  knowledge.  I  hardly  antici¬ 
pate  this  statement  reaching  you  in  time  to  be  relieved;  shah  there¬ 
fore  return  up  the  coast  at  the  last  moment.  We  have  two  or  three 
men  whose  term  of-  service  has  expired,  one  of  whom,  a  marine,  has 
been  enlisted  four  years.  With  these  we  shall  be  some  sixteen  or 
eighteen  short  of  our  complement;  4  seamen,  4  ordinary  seamen,  and 
8  landsmen  will  suffice. 

The  master  of  the  American  schooner  Empire  State,  of  Bangor, 
Me.,  requested  to  be  permitted  to  go  into  the  Brazos  to  repair,  which 
was  granted,  she  having  no  cargo. 

I  apprehend  our  engines  wrill  be  crippled  entirely,  both  the  main 
and  donkey  pumps  so  worn  and  corroded;  they  require  constant 
repairs  and  patching  and  will  be  soon  beyond  any  remedy.  Nearly 
two  months  since  made  application  for  a  new  donkey  pump,  but 
even  then  it  could  not  be  fitted  without  facilities  of  the  workshop. 
The  ship  leaks  eight  or  nine  feet  per  day,  and  the  bilge  is  choked  up 
between  the  forward  and  after  holds.  We  keep  two  pumps  going 
night  and  day;  still  we  have  12  inches  water  in  one  of  the  coal  bunkers 
and  swashing  under  the  boilers. 

I  shall  ask  the  general  here  to  allow  the  next  transport  going  north 
to  convey  this  communication  off  Galveston.  As  about  to  close  this 
the  Arkansas  hove  in  sight,  and,  during  one  of  the  most  severe  northers 
of  the  season,  managed  to  get  a  boat  to  her  by  hauling  it  back  with 
a  buoyed  line. 

January  10. — Still  heavy  weather  and  no  communication  to  the 
supply  steamer.  Am  in  hopes  the  gale  will  moderate  sufficiently  to 
get  the  steamer  off  north  during  the  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Clary, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Emmons. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Palmer,  V.  S.  Navy, 
forwarding  copy  of  letter  containing  a  refection  upon  officers  of  the 
Navy  on  the  blockade  o  f  Galveston. 

Navy  Department,  January  5,  1865. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication*  addressed  to 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  by  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  [David] 
Branson,  Sixty-second  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  and  referred 
to  this  Department,  in  which  there  is  a  reflection  in  general  terms 
upon  officers  of  the  Navy  on  blockade  duty  off  Galveston,  Tex. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  ( pro  tern.)  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


*  See  Vol.  21,  p.  778. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  GJierardi,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer 
off  Pascagoula,  regarding  proposed  seiziLre  of  schooner  engaged  in 
transportation  of  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson, 

Off  Pascagoula,  January  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  an  order  received  this  morning  from 
Naval  Headquarters,  New  Orleans,  which  I  have  obeyed.  I  also 
received  an  order  to  send  the  paymaster  of  this  vessel  to  New  Orleans 
as  a  witness  in  the  case  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Pennington. 

I  have  to  report  that  there  are  on  Horn  Island  36  bales  of  cotton 
and  about  100  barrels  of  rosin,  said  to  belong  to  a  Mr.  Hotchkiss, 
who  is  at  present  in  New  Orleans.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  only 
order  I  can  find  in  regard  to  it.  Oil  Round  Island  there  are  about 
3,000  pounds  of  cotton  in  bags,  claimed  by  a  Spaniard,  who  calls 
himself  Palermo.  I  can  not  find  out  by  whose  permission  it  was 
landed.  Palermo  owns  a  schooner  and  has  a  pass  permitting  him  to 
trade  between  Lakeport,  Mobile  Point,  and  Pensacola.  I  intend 
seizing  his  schooner,  and  arrest  him  on  the  ground  of  illegal  trading. 

I  am  very  much  in  want  of  coal.  I  have  hauled  my  fires,  having 
given  the  Rose  all  the  coal  I  could  spare.  The  Army  has  returned 
what  they  owed,  and  I  have  had  to  borrow  some  from  them  for  the 
tinclads.  When  men’s  time  expires  shall  I  send  them  to  the  Potomac 
to  await  transportation  north  ?  Many  of  them  desire  to  be  discharged 
in  New  Orleans.  As  Commodore  Palmer’s  order  grants  permission 
to  do  so,  I  intend  granting  their  request. 

One  engineer  reported  a  few  days  since  for  duty  on  board  of  the 
Rose.  The  one  you  sent  yesterday  I  shall  order  to  the  Rodolph  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  [Levi]  Rolobins. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bancroft  Gherardi, 
Lieutenant- Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Comdg.  1st  Div.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Kirkland,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
dispatching  of  foraging  party  to  Bon  Secours,  Ala. 

U.  S.  S.  Winnebago, 

Mobile  Bay,  January  5,  1865. 

Sir:  One  of  the  boats  belonging  to  this  vessel  this  morning  picked 
up  the  corpse  of  a  man,  which  I  immediately  sent  on  shore  and  buried. 
It  was  recognized  as  that  of  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Maria  Wood, 
who  fell  overboard  on  Friday  last.  I  also  have  a  contraband  who 
came  on  board  this  morning,  and  left  Bon  Secours  a  day  or  two  since. 
He  appears  intelligent,  and  mentions  that  several  sloops  and  sailboats 
belonging  to  rebels,  in  the  above-named  vicinity,  have  been  raised 
(they  were  sunk),  and  also  that  there  are  some  50  barrels  of  turpen¬ 
tine  and  2  copper  distillers  which  belong  to  rebels,  and  can  be  secured 
without  difficulty ,  as  there  are  no  rebel  soldiers  near.  I  have  sent  a 
foraging  party,  about  33  strong,  to  pick  up  anything  that  might  be 
of  value  to  us.  The  boy  states  that  the  copper  kettles  are  very 
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heavy  (seven  or  eight  hundred  pounds  each).  It  will  be  a  night 
operation,  and  the  contraband  says  there  are  no  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  complete  success. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Kirkland, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Comdg.  1st  Div.  West  Gulf  Bloclcdg.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Kirkland,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
articles  captured  by  foraging  party  in  Bon  Secours  Bay,  Ala. 

U.  S.  S.  Winnebago, 

Mobile  Bay,  January  15,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  5th  instant  a  boat  expedition  of  three  boats  and  33 
men,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Michl.  Murphy,  left  this 
vessel  and  went  to  Bon  Secours  Bay,  outside  of  our  army  lines,  and 
in  rebel  territory,  where  they  captured  the  following  (rebel)  property, 
viz:  Two  copper  distillery  kettles;  1,280  pounds  copper  pipes;  4 
sloop  boats,  with  spars  and  rigging. 

The  boats  returned  after  an  absence  of  about  forty-eight  hours, 
having  met  no  armed  opposition. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  A.  Kirkland, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Gherardi,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting 
Master  Dyer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Rodolph,  for  the 
seizure  of  schooner  Isabella. 


U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson, 

East  Pascagoula,  January  7,  1865. 


Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  arrest  Mr.  Palermo,  who  claims  to  run 
the  schooner  Isabella.  You  will  also  seize  the  schooner  and  send  her 
alongside  of  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

Bancroft  Gherardi, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Acting  Master  N.  M.  Dyer, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Rodolph. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Devoe,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  cipher  of 

Confederate  Signal  Corps. 

Willard’s  Hotel, 
Washington,  January  7,  1865. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  information  received  from  New  Tork  last 
evening,  I  am  compelled  to  return  there  at  once. 
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Enclosed  please  find  the  rebel  cipher,  with  directions  how  to  use  it. 

I  will  send  you  the  other  cipher,  etc.,  from  New  York. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  j.  B  Detoe, 

Acting  Master,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Please  forward  the  enclosed. 

[Enclosure.] 

Cipher  used  in.  Confederate  Signal  Corps. 

The  new  key  not  known. 

The  new  key  word  is  “Complete  Victory.” 

The  old  key  was  “Manchester  Bluff,”  to  be  used  as  follows: 

Write  under  each  letter  of  the  message  to  be  sent  the  letter  of  the 
key  word,  and  repeating  it  as  often  as  the  number  of  letters  in  each 
sentence  of  the  message  requires  and  always  commencing  a  new 
sentence  with  the  first  letter  of  the  key  word.^  Find  in  the  table  the 
first  letter  of  the  message  perpendicularly  under  the  letter  A.  Then 
find  the  first  letter  of  the  key  word  horizontally  opposite  A.  The 
letter  at  the  intersection  of  the  horizontal  and  perpendicular  columns 
starting  from  the  two  letters  thus  found  will  be  the  cipher  letter  to 
be  written  in  place  of  the  true  letter.  The  same  process  is  required 
for  each  letter  when  the  message  becomes  complete. 

To  interpret  such  a  cipher  the  process  must  be  reversed.  Write 
as  before  the  letters  of  the  key  word  under  those  of  the  cipher.  Take 
the  first  letter  of  the  key  word  in  the  table  opposite  A  and  trace  down 
that  column  till  the  first  letter  of  the  cipher  is  found.  The  letter 
opposite  this  and  perpendicularly  under  A  will  be  the  first  of  the 
message.  So  on  till  the  message  is  completed. 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

X 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

U 

y 

W 

X 

Y 

Z 

B 

C 

D 

E- 

F 

G 

H 

I 

j 

X 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

s 

T 

U 

y 

w 

X 

Y 

Z 

A 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

U 

V 

w 

X 

Y 

Z 

A 

B 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

X 

L 

M 

N 

0 

p 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

tr 

V 

W 

X 

Y 

Z 

A 

B 

C 

E 

F 

G' 

H 

I 

J 

X 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

tr 

V 

w 

X 

Y 

Z 

A 

B 

C 

D 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

U 

V 

w 

X 

Y 

Z 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

TJ 

V 

w 

X 

Y 

Z 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

H 

I 

J 

X 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

U 

V 

w 

X 

Y 

Z 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

I 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

U 

V 

W 

X 

Y 

Z 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

tr 

V 

W 

X 

Y 

z 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

klmnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghi  j 
lmnopqrsttjvwxyzabcdefghi  jk 
mnopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghi  jkl 
nopqrstuvwxyzabcdefghi  jklm 
opqrstuvwxyzabcdefghi  jklmn 

PQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI  JKLMNO 
QRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI  JKLMNOP 
RSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI  jklmnopq 

S  TUVWXYZ  ABODE  F  GH  I  JKLMNOPQR 

tuvwxyzabcdefghi  jklmnopqrs 
UVWXYZABCDEFGHI  JKLMNOPQRST 
VWXYZABCDEFGHI  JKLMNOPQRSTU 
tVXYZABCDEFGHI  JKLMNOPQRSTUV 
XYZABCDEFGHI  JKLMNOPQRSTUVW 
YZABCDEFGHI  JKLMNOPQRSTUVWX 
ZABCDEFGHI  JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY 
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Letter  from,  Major-General  Granger,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Master 
Dyer,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Rodolph,  reguesting  assist¬ 
ance  in  securing  rations  for  Tiis  command. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  West  Florida  and  South  Alabama, 

January  12,  1865. 

Captain  :  My  command  is  entirely  out  of  rations  at  the  front,  and 
I  have  to  request  that  you  run  over  to  West  Pascagoula,  take  on  a 
load,  and  deliver  it  at  Griffin’s  and  Elder’s  ferries  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

AH  our  rations  on  hand  here  are  on  board  the  Tamaulipas,  hope¬ 
lessly  aground  on  the  bar. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Granger, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Captain  Dyer,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Clary,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Semi¬ 
nole,  regarding  the  capture  of  Confederate  schooner  Josephine. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Off  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  January  Uj,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  rebel  schooner 
Josephine,  Samuel  L.  Townsend,  master,  of  and  from  Galveston, 
Tex.,  bound  to  Matamoras,  Mexico,  with  134  bales  cotton  on  board, 
off  this  port,  and  distant  about  4  miles,  this  instant.  The  only  paper 
we  find  on  board  is  a  rebel  register  (42  tons  burden) ;  no  flag. 

The  master  and  crew  are  all  rebel  citizens  of  Texas.  I  shall  dis¬ 
patch  her  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  William  A. 
Maine,  for  adjudication.  Accompanying  this  is  the  prize  crew  list 
for  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Clary, 
Commander,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  vessels 
composing  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

New  Orleans,  January  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  a  list  of  vessels 
belonging  to  the  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  with  the  number  of  their 
guns,  the  class  to  which  they  belong,  their  commanding  officers,  and 
present  duty  or  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 


List  of  vessels  within  the  limits  of  the  W est  Gulf  Squadron,  January  15,  1865. 

« 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

5 

Screw . 

Arizona . 

7 

Paddle  wheel . 

7 

Screw . 

I 

Screw . 

5 

Screw. . 

Augusta  Dinsmore.. 

4 

Screw . 

6 

Bark . 

8 

Bark . 

Bienville . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Bloomer . 

2 

Stem  wheel _ 

2 

Screw . 

7 

Screw . 

4 

Ironclad . 

4 

Screw . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

2 

Schooner . 

2 

Schooner  . 

Estrella . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Elk . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

S 

Ship . 

4 

Stem  wheel. . . 

8 

Gertrude . 

8 

Screw. . 

Glide . 

6 

Glasgow . 

3 

3 

Itasca . 

4 

Screw . 

Ida . 

1 

Screw . 

Jackson,  J.  P . 

6 

2 

Kickapoo . 

4 

4 

Katahdin . 

7 

Screw . 

Kineo . 

6 

Kennebec . 

5 

Screw . 

Kuhn,  J.  C . 

6 

14 

Steam  sloop . . 
Schooner . 

Kittatinny . 

6 

Metacomet . 

10 

Monongahela . 

11 

Steam  sloop . . 

Milwaukee . 

4 

Meteor . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

M.  A.  Wood . 

3 

New  London . 

5 

Screw . 

Nyanza . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

Narcissus . 

1 

Octorara . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 
Screw  sloop. . . 

Oneida . 

12 

Ossipee . 

13 

Screw  sloop. . . 

Owa'seo . 

5 

Pink . 

2 

Pembina . 

5 

Penguin . 

7 

Penobscot . 

4 

Pinola . 

4 

Port  Royal . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 
Screw . 

Princess'RoyaL . 

7 

Pocahontas . 

6 

Pampero . 

6 

Portsmouth . 

18 

Potomac . 

42 

Richmond . 

22 

Screw  sloop. . . 
Stem  wheeL . . 

Rodolph . . 

6 

Rose.' . 

2 

Sciota . 

4 

Sebago . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Paddle  wheel . 
Screw  sloop. . . 
Stem  wheel _ 

Selma . 

4 

Seminole . 

9 

Stockdale . 

6 

Sam  Houston . 

i 

Tallahatchie . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 
Paddle  wheel . 

Tritonia . 

1 

Virginia . 

7 

Vincennes . 

10 

Winnebago . 

4 

Ironclad . 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden. . 

Acting  Master  II.  Tibbits . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  S.  Skerrett. 
Acting  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon  . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  D.  Cate . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  B.  Crowell . 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stannard _ 

Acting  Ensign  R.  II.  Carey. . 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany... 
Actg.  3d  Asst.  Eng.  T.  G.  Jones. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  \V.  Godfrey ... 
Actg.  Master  W.  M.  Stannard. .. 
Lieut.  Commander  H.  Wilson... 
Lieut. Commander  G.  H.  Perkins. 
L.eut.Commander  R.W.Meade,jr 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  A.  John¬ 
stone. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ezra  Leonard. 
Actg.  Master  Wm.  T.  Bacon.  ... 

Pilot  Wm.  Stewart . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 

Actg.  Master  G.  P.  Pomeroy _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  Kirby . 

Actg.  Ensign  A.  Rich.jr . 

Actg.  Master  John  Hamilton _ 

Lieut.  Commander  John  Irwin.. 

Actg.  Master  H.  C.  Wade . 

Actg.  Master  L.  S.  Fickett . 

Actg.  Ma  ter  R.  J  Hoffner . 

Actg.  Ensign  Frank  Ellms . 

Lieut.  Commander  Geo.  Brown . 

Pilot  Benj.  Tarbell . 

Lieut.  Commander  B.  Gherardi . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton . 

Lieut.  Commander  M.  P.  Jones . . 
Lieut.  Commander  B.  B.  Taylor 

Actg.  Master  E.  A.  Terrell . 

Lieut.  Commander  John  Watters 

Lieut.  Commander  T.  Abbot _ 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett . 

Captain  G.  F.  Emmons . 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  J.  Blasdeli . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  E.  Jouett. . 

Commander  Jas.  H.  Strong . 

Lieut.  Commander  Jas.  H.  GilLs. 

Actg.  Master  M.  Jordan . 

Actg.  Master  John  Ross . 

Actg.  Master  Lyman  Wells . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Boutelle. 

Repairing . 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  W.  Low.. 
Commander  T.  H.  Stevens  (on 
leave). 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy . 

Actg.  Master  T.  B.  Sears . 

Actg.  Master  Sami.  Belden . 

Lieut.Commander  J.G.  Maxwell. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  R.  Beers.. 
Lieut.  Commander  A.  E.  K.  Ben- 
ham. 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  Erben _ 

Actg.  Master  T.  M.  Gardner . 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey . 

Actg.  Master  E.  E.  Pendleton... 

Actg.  Master  A.  Colburn . 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori . 

Commander  Ales.  Gibson . 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins . 

Actg.  Master  N.  M.  Dyer . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  D.  Maddocks. . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune. 
Lieut.  Commander  Wm.  E.  Fitz- 
hugh. 

Lieutenant  A.  R.  Yates . 

Commander  A.  G.  Clary . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  Edwards 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut,  and  Pilot  M. 
Freeman. 

Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin  . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Brown  .. 
Lieut.  Commander  C.  H.  Greene. 
Lieut.CommanderW.  A. Kirkland 


Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bav. 

Do. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

East  Pass. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound 
Off  Galveston. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Calcasieu  Pass. 

New  Orleans. 

Berwick  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

East  Pass. 

New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Mississippi  Sound. 
Pensacola  Bay. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Pass  Cavallo. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Do. 

Ofi  Galveston. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Do. 

Ofi  Galveston. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Pass  a  l’Outre. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Calcasieu  Pass. 
Berwick  Bay. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Sabine  Passi 
Coast  of  Texas. 

San  Luis  Pass  and 
Velasco. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 

South  West  Pass. 

New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay 
Mobile  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound 
Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Rio  Grande. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Mississippi  Sound. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

Ship  Island. 

Mobile  Bay. 
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Order  of  Captain  Jenkins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Low,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  attempts  to  smuggle  letters  under  dan 
of  truce. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  avail  yourself  of  the  first  flag-of-truce 
boat  that  may  be  sent  out  by  the  rebels  to  inform  the  person  in 
charge  of  her  that  it  having  been  observed  that,  disregarding  the 
notification  that  no  letters  would  be  received  except  those  for  or 
from  prisoners  of  war  and  official  communications  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer,  many  letters  of  private  persons,  as  well  as  of  those  claim¬ 
ing  to  hold  official  positions  among  the  rebels,  have  been  found  in 
the  bundles  marked  “prisoners’  letters,”  which,  if  repeated,  will  be 
followed  by  a  positive  order  prohibiting  the  transmission  of  any 
letters  by  flag  of  truce  except  those  addressed  to  the  commanding 
naval  officers  through  the  lines  within  the  limits  of  my  command. 

The  recent  attempt  to  “smuggle”  letters  under  a  flag  of  truce 
could  not  wTell  be  too  harshly  characterized. 

Very  respectfully, 


Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain,  Commanding  First  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Low, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Octorara, 

Senior  Officer,  Upper  Fleet,  Mobile  Bay. 


Order  of  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Low, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  passage  through  the  lines  of  cotton  to  be 
sold  in  New  York  for  the  benefit  of  Confederate  prisoners. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  send  under  convoy  of  the  steam  tug  Pink,  the  old  river 
steamer  which  wTas  sent  by  the  rebels  outside  of  their  obstructions  at 
Dog  River  Bar  with  the  cotton  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  of  the 
U.  S.  Army,  gave  permission  to  the  rebel  agent  of  exchange  of  pris¬ 
oners  at  Richmond,  Va.,  to  send  to  our  lines  for  transportation  to 
New  York  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  rebel  prisoners  now  held  by 
the  United  States. 

As  soon  after  daylight  as  practicable  to-morrow  morning,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  have  this  old  steamer  run  under  a  flag  of  truce  as  near 
the  place  at  which  you  received  her  as  possible,  and  inform  the  person 
who  may  come  out  in  answer  to  the  flag  of  truce  to  receive  her  that 
the  vessel  then  returned  must  be  taken  over  the  obstructions  during 
daylight. 

As  this  old  steamer  (it  is  reported  to  me)  draws  only  a  few  inches 
of  water,  there  can  be  no  proper  excuse  for  not  taking  her  imme¬ 
diately  within  the  limits  of  the  rebel  lines,  and  after  the  little  and 
contemptible  way  in  which  Major-General  Dabney  H.  Maury,  com¬ 
manding  at  Mobile,  has  behaved  in  regard  to  the  delivering  of  this 
cotton,  and  especially  in  sending  it  in  a  different  vessel  from  the  one 
originally  designated  by  him,  and  one  wholly  unsafe,  after  near  three 
months’  delay  beyond  the  time  set  apart  by  himself  for  making  the 
delivery,  as  if  with  the  desire  that  the  cotton  should  be  lost  or 
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damaged  while  in  the  possession  of  officers  of  the  United  States,  no 
favor  or  courtesy  should  be  extended  to  him,  or  those  he  is  control¬ 
ling,  beyond  the  strict  line  demanded  by  official  and  personal 
self-respect. 

This  vessel  must  not  be  allowed  to  be  taken  in  at  night  under  any 
pretext. 

Very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain,  Commanding  First  Division  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Low, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Octorara, 

Senior  Officer,  Upper  Fleet,  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Carr,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  baric 
Horace  Beals,  of  arrival  at  navy  yard,  New  York. 

U.  S.  Bark  Horace  Beats, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Horace 
Beals,  under  my  command,  this  day  at  the  navy  yard,  New  York, 
from  Pensacola,  Fla. 

On  the  5th  day  of  January,  in  latitude  33°  00'  N.,  longitude  75°  36' 
W.,  picked  up  14  bales  of  cotton  and  have  brought  the  same  to  this 
port. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  P.  Carr, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant- Commander  Dubois,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  regarding  injuries  sustained 

en  route  to  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  here  of  the  IT.  S. 
S.  Albatross,  under  my  command. 

On  the  14th  instant,  while  proceeding  on  our  voyage  from  Ports¬ 
mouth  toward  Mobile  Bay,  in  latitude  40°  N.,  longitude  73°  W.,  we 
encountered  a  fierce  gale,  with  heavy  sea  from  N.W. ;  our  smoke- 
stack  and  fore-topmast  were  blown  away  and  boats  badlv  injured. 

With  aid  of  our  sails  and  what  small  amount  of  steam  we  could 
make  without  a  pipe,  with  great  difficulty  we  succeeded  in  reaching 
Delaware  Breakwater. 

The  ship’s  hull,  boilers,  and  machinery  are  uninjured,  with  the 
exception  of  a  bad  split  in  the  channel-way  casting,  between  the  con¬ 
denser  and  air  pump.  Enclosed  I  forward  the  engineer’s  renort 
Most  respectfully,  ^ 


T.  B.  Du  Bois, 

YT  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  letter  forwarded 

by  the  Department,  containing  a  reflection  upon  the  officers  of  the 

Navy  on  the  Galveston  blockade . 

No.  46.]  New  Orleans,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
January  5,  1865,  transmitting  to  me  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  by  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  [David] 
Branson,  of  the  Sixty-second  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  in 
relation  to  extraordinary  proceedings  said  to  be  going  on  at  Gal¬ 
veston. 

The  absurdity  of  the  report  is  so  obvious  to  me  that,  but  from  the 
fact  of  its  being  transmitted  to  me  from  the  Department,  I  should  not 
deign  to  notice  it. 

Intercourse  between  the  blockading  fleet  and  Galveston  takes 
place  but  seldom,  and  that  only  by  flag  of  truce  outside  the  bar.  I 
shall,  however,  send  down  the  copy  of  this  colonel’s  report  to  the 
commanding  officer  off  Galveston,  to  see  if  he  can  trace  any  data  on 
which  so  ridiculous  a  story  could  have  been  founded. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  observe  that  it  has  been  reported  in  one  of 
the  New  York  papers  that  a  blockade  runner  has  lately  got  out  of 
Mobile.  This  report  is  false;  all  the  vessels  which  were  there  at  the 
time  of  the  capture  of  the  forts  are  still  there. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Gherardi,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cot¬ 
ton  and  other  matters. 


U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson, 

Off  East  Pascagoula,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir:  General  Granger  has  fallen  back  to  the  line  of  intrenchments 
indicated  in  the  drawing  I  sent  you  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant. 

I  informed  you  that  I  should  detach  one  of  the  acting  master’s 
mates  of  the  Rose  and  order  him  to  the  Bohio ;  but  I  found  none  of 
them  knew  anything  about  seamanship,  so  I  ordered  Acting  Ensign 
David  J.  Starbuck,  who  was  ordered  to  this  vessel  from  the  Kineo  by 
Commodore  Palmer.  I  have  ordered  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Plander 
from  the  Rose  to  this  vessel. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  an  order  from  Commodore  Palmer,  which 
was  delivered  in  person  by  Mr.  Hotchkiss;  the  schooner  has  been 
launched,  and  is  now  loading.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  to  report  to  me 
before  leaving  for  New  Orleans.  She  will  not  be  able  to  carry  all  tlje 
cotton  at  one  load.  The  cotton  on  Round  Island  does  not  belong  to 
Mr.  Hotchkiss,  nor  can  I  find  any  owner  for  it.  I  shall  refer  the  mat¬ 
ter  again  to  the  commodore  for  further  orders.  Had  I  the  means  of 
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transportation,  I  would  send  it  to  the  city  and  turn  it  over  to  the 
United  States  marshal. 

I  send  by  the  Cowslip  2  barrels  of  raw  tar  for  the  use  of  the  vessels  in 
Mobile  Bay.  The  tar  I  found  on  Round  Island,  but  have  not  been 
able  to  find  any  owner  for  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bancroft  Gherardi, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Commdg.  1st  Div.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Gherardi,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cot¬ 
ton  landed  on  Round  Island,  Mississippi  Sound. 


U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson, 

Off  Pascagoula,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  your  order  of 
the  5th  on  the  13th  instant.  It  was  presented  in  person  by  Mr. 
Hotchkiss.  The  schooner  has  been  launched,  and  is  now  being 
loaded.  There  is  more  cotton  and  rosin  than  she  will  be  able  to 
carry  in  one  load.  Your  order  says  nothing  about  the  rosin  to  be 
taken  off  the  island.  Since  my  first  communication  I  have  succeeded 
in  finding  out  something  about  the  cotton  that  has  been  landed  on 
Round  Island.  It  was  landed  by  a  Spaniard  named  Palermo.  He 
claims  to  have  had  a  pass  from  the  late  commander  in  chief.  He 
says  he  has  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  J.  Viosea,  living  at  the  corner  of  Rampart 
and  Esplanade  streets.  If  I  had  the  means  of  transportation  I  would 
send  it  to  New  Orleans,  to  be  turned  over  to  the  United  States  mar¬ 
shal.  General  Granger  has  fallen  back  to  his  second  line  of  intrench- 
ments. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bancroft  Gherardi. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Escape  from  Calcasieu  River,  Louisiana,  of  Confederate  steamers 
Granite  City  and  Wave  and  destruction  of  schooner  Delphina ;  also 
chasing  ashore  of  the  Granite  City  off  Velasco,  Tex.,  January  20-22, 
1865. 

Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 


No.  70.]  New  Orleans,  February  8,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  to  the  Department  the 
report  of  Uieutenant-Commander  R.  W.  Meade,  commanding  the 
Chocura,  to  his  divisional  officer  (Captain  Emmons),  of  the  escape  of 
the  Granite  City  and  Wave  from  Calcasieu  Pass. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  broken-down  condition  of  the  vessels 
on  the  coast  of  Texas,  latterly  more  inefficient  by  the  recent  heavy 
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gales,  prevented  Captain  Emmons  from  having  another  vessel  off 
Calcasieu  Pass. 

I  also  enclose  (marked  No.  2)  the  report  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  the ' Penguin  of  the  running  ashore  of  the  Granite  City  off  Velasco, Tex. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Meade,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chocura,  regard¬ 
ing  the  escape  of  the  steamers  Granite  City  and  Wave,  January  20,  1865. 

U.  S.  S.  Chocura, 

Off  Calcasieu  Pass,  La.,  January  2^,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  occurrences  at  this 
point: 

The  escape  of  the  steamer  Granite  City,  on  the  night  of  the  20th 
instant,  and  a  fruitless  pursuit  of  60  miles  on  our  part;  the  escape  of 
the  Wave  on  the  same  night ;  the  cutting  out  and  destruction  of  the 
three-masted  schooner  Delphina,  on  the  night  of  22d  instant,  by  a 
force  of  40  men  in  our  launch  and  first  cutter,  under  my  personal 
command. 

The  night  of  20th  was  dark,  foggy,  and  rainy ;  the  ship  was  anchored 
in  14  feet  water  as  near  the  mouth  of  the  Calcasieu  as  possible 
(2  miles).  Our  picket  boat  saw  the  Granite  City  (in  fact  was  nearly 
run  down  by  her)  and  burned  the  prescribed  signals;  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  it  was  so  foggy  that  they  were  not  seen  by  the  ship,  and 
the  Granite  City  went  off  S.  E.  We  only  learned  this  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  early,  and  I  at  once  gave  chase  S.  E.,  but  our  boilers  being  in  a 
disabled  condition,  and  leaking  badly,  the  speed  of  the  ship  was  so 
much  reduced  that  I  reluctantly  gave  up  the  hope  of  overtaking  the 
Granite  City  before  she  could  make  a  port.  The  prisoners  taken  in  the 
Delphina  report  that  the  Granite  City  had  no  cargo,  and  has  gone  into 
Galveston  to  load;  that  the  Wave  had  a  load  of  lumber  for  Rio 
Grande. 

The  disabled  condition  of  this  vessel  rendered  it  quite  impossible  to 
blockade  two  steamers,  and  my  dispatch  of  1 6th  instant  to  you,  in  which 
I  expressed  fears  that  they  would  give  us  the  slip,  notwithstanding 
our  ceaseless  vigilance,  has  been  only  too  well  realized.  We  have  steam 
on  only  one  boiler  now,  and  the  other  may  give  out  at  any  moment ; 
the  vessel  absolutely  needs  to  go  into  port.  The  Delphina  being 
destroyed,  leaves  no  vessel  in  Calcasieu,  and  the  port  is  a  very  obscure 
one  and  little  frequented.  I  shall  proceed  to  Sabine  Pass  for  coal, 
and  lest  we  should  break  down  entirely,  I  urgently  request  that  you 
will  send  the  vessel  into  some  port  at  once.  If  this  can  not  be  done, 
I  most  respectfully  feel  myself  constrained  to  request  to  be  relieved 
of  the  command,  as  efficiency  is  not  possible  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  Chocura' s  boilers,  and  my  health  is  becoming  seriously  impaired 
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by  nine  months  ceaseless  and  constant  vigilance  on  this  coast  without 
proper  diet  and  no  relaxation. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  W.  Meade,  Jr., 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  G.  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  2d  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Beers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 
regarding  the  chasing  ashore  of  the  steamer  Granite  City,  January  21,  1865. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

Off  Velasco,  Tex.,  January  21 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  while  lying  off  San  Luis  Pass  to-day,  at 
2:30  p.  m.,  the  fog  lifted,  and  [I]  sighted  a  steamer  burning  black 
smoke  bearing  S.  S.  W.,  distance  about  5  miles  and  steering  W.  S.  W., 
and  immediately  got  underway  and  gave  chase,  and  soon  made  out 
the  steamer  to  be  the  Granite  City. 

I  soon  ascertained  by  his  maneuvering  that  he  intended  to  run  her 
on  shore  rather  than  be  captured.  I  therefore  followed  the  coast 
down  in  3  fathoms  of  water,  in  hopes  of  forcing  him  offshore,  as  I  was 
gaining  on  him  very  rapidly,  and  as  soon  as  in  range,  opened  fire  from 
pivot  gun,  and  forcing  him  to  run  on  shore  about  a  half  a  mile  north¬ 
ward  and  eastward  of  the  entrance  to  Velasco,  under  the  enemy’s  bat¬ 
teries.  At  3:50  p.  m.  commenced  firing  from  our  broadside  guns  at 
the  distance  of  about  1,000  yards,  with  the  enemy  returning  the  fire 
from  batteries  on  shore  with  about  5  guns,  their  projectiles  going 
over  and  falling  around  us.  And  being  of  the  opinion  that  the  steamer 
could  not  be  got  off,  and  would  eventually  go  to  pieces,  as  there  was  a 
heavy  sea  rolling  in  and  continually  breaking  over  her,  I  did  not  think 
it  was  prudent  to  remain  longer  under  the  enemy’s  fire,  as  their  guns 
were  of  longer  range  than  ours. 

She  now  lays  broadside  on,  with  her  bow  northward  and  eastward, 
with  quite  a  list  offshore.  I  should  think  by  appearance  that  she  is 
in  two  or  three  feet  less  water  than  she  draws.  I  do  not  think  she  had 
any  armament  or  cargo  on  board,  as  she  was  very  light.  I  could  see 
about  25  persons  on  board  the  Granite  City.  Ammunition  expended: 
Nine  rounds  from  32-pounders,  10  from  20-pounder  Parrotts,  11  from 
rifle  howitzer  (pivot). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  R.  Beers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  2d  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  report. 

No-  71-]  New  Orleans,  February  8,  1865. 

Sm^:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  to  the  Department  the 
iepoit  oi  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  W.  Meade,  commanding  the 
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Chocura,  of  the  capture  and  burning  of  the  blockade  running  schooner 
Delphina ,  in  Calcasieu  River,  on  the  night  of  the  22d  ultimo. 

I  have  commended  Lieutenant-Commander  Meade  for  his  zeal  and 
energy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Chocura, 

Off  Calcasieu  River,  Louisiana,  January  2f,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  complete  success  (without 
casualty)  of  an  expedition,  consisting  of  the  launch,  first  cutter,  and 
40  men  from  this  vessel,  under  my  personal  command,  organized  for 
the  cutting  out  or  destruction  of  a  three-masted  schooner  lying  in  the 
second  bend  of  the  Calcasieu  River,  about  2^  miles  from  its  mouth. 

The  night  of  22d,  chosen  for  the  enterprise,  was  dark,  cold,  and 
drizzling  (a  norther  blowing  at  the  time).  We  left  the  ship  at  dark 
and  pulled  in  silently  for  the  river,  but  as  we  entered  it  we  discovered 
the  schooner  coming  down  under  sail,  apparently  to  run  the  blockade. 
She  was  at  once  boarded  and  carried,  but  her  captain  unfortunately 
saw  the  boats  when  close  aboard,  and  putting  his  helm  hard  down  and 
letting  fly  his  sheets  ran  the  vessel  hard  ashore  on  the  flats  close  to  the 
beach  and  with  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  near  at  hand.  Six  prison¬ 
ers  were  at  once  secured,  but  I  have  reason  to  think  several  persons  on 
board  made  their  escape  in  a  boat  which  was  seen  astern  and  pulling 
up  the  river  rapidly. 

The  prize  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Delphina  with  a  cargo  of  180 
bales  of  cotton.  We  made  every  effort  to  get  her  afloat  by  carrying 
out  her  anchor  and  lightening  her  of  her  deck  load,  but  all  our 
exertions  were  of  no  avail.  The  norther  caused  the  water  to  fall  so 
fast  that  in  an  hour  she  was  in  1  foot  water,  and  our  launch  hav¬ 
ing  grounded,  I  deemed  it  best  not  to  expose  our  people  to  an  attack 
by  the  enemy  in  overwhelming  force,  and  therefore  fired  the  prize  and 
returned  to  the  ship  with  the  prisoners.  The  conduct  of  the  officers, 
Acting  Ensigns  [T.  F.]  Tracy  and  [Robert]  Beardsley,  and  men  was  all 
that  could  be  desired  and  the  success  complete.  The  prisoners  report 
a  force  of  300  cavalry  at  this  point,  but  say  that  since  the  escape  of  the 
Granite  City  they  will  be  sent  away.  Eighty  bales  of  cotton  were 
thrown  overboard  and  drifted  out  to  sea.  We  fished  up  30  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richard  W.  Meade,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  C  fmmanding. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  naval  and  military  officers 

within  the  limits  of  his  command,  regarding  the  trading  schooner 

Frutiere. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  Alabama,  January  22,  1865. 

This  paper  may  certify  that  the  papers  found  on  board  the  schooner 
Frutiere,  V.  Fauria,  master,  permitting  him  to  go  to  Pascagoula  for 
lumber  for  the  Government,  have  been  taken  from  him  by  me 
and  will  be  sent  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Western  Gulf  Squad¬ 
ron,  No.  148  Canal  street,  New  Orleans. 

All  navy  officers  within  the  limits  of  my  command  are  hereby 
directed  to  prevent  any  trading  with  this  vessel  in  the  passage  from 
this  place  to  Lakeport,  and  all  military  commandants  of  ports  are 
requested  to  do  the  same. 

This  vessel  is  hereby  forbidden  to  stop  at  any  port  or  place  between 
this  anchorage  and  Lakeport,  except  on  account  of  stress  of  weather, 
and  is  strictly  forbidden  to  communicate  or  trade  with  any  person  on 
his  passage  to  Lakeport.  This  paper  is  to  be  shown  to  all  officers 
fallen  in  with. 

Any  unnecessary  delay  in  returning  to  Lakeport  with  the  Frutiere 
and  her  crew  and  cargo  and  reporting  at  the  naval  headquarters  with 
this  paper,  if  discovered,  will  subject  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  seizure  by 
any  officer  or  vessel  under  my  command. 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain,  Commanding  First  Division,  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

To  the  Naval  and  Military  Officers  of  the  United  States 
between  Mobile  Bay  (off  Fort  Morgan)  and  Lakeport  (Lake 
Pontchartrain),  La. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  assume  command,  of  the  West  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  you  can  complete  your  necessary  arrangements  you 
will  proceed  to  New  Orleans  on  one  of  the  naval  supply  steamers  or  by 
some  other  speedy  conveyance  and  relieve  Commodore  James  S.  , 
Palmer  of  the  command  of  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  which 
was  left  in  his  charge  by  Vice-Admiral  Farragut. 

On  taking  command  you  will  regard  yourself  as  holding  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  acting  rear-admiral,  and  can  hoist  your  flag  as  such  on  any 
suitable  vessel  in  the  squadron. 

Instructions  will  be  given  to  Commodore  Palmer  to  turn  over  to  you 
all  important  papers  and  unexecuted  orders  pertaining  to  the 
command. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  military  operations  on  the  Gulf  coast  will 
soon  be  resumed.  The  repossession  of  Mobile  and  Galveston  is  an 
object  much  coveted,  and  you  will  endeavor  to  procure  the  early  coop¬ 
eration  of  the  military  commandant  of  the  Department  of  the  Grulf  in  a 
movement  against  those  places,  particularly  against  Galveston. 

The  latter  port  is  now  the  only  one  on  the  Gulf  coast  where  blockade 
runners  may  hope  to  carry  out  their  schemes  with  any  success,  and  the 
closing  of  Wilmington  will  drive  them  to  that  quarter. 
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If  adequate  military  cooperation  can  not  be  securred  at  an  early 
day  for  a  movement  against  Galveston,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  closing 
that  port,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  actual  possession,  to  the 
ingress  and  egress  of  vessels.  It  is  feared  that  there  is  already  an 
extensive  trade  carried  on  there.  Rear-Admiral  Porter  has  been 
instructed  to  send  four  of  his  swiftest  steamers  to  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron  for  blockade  duty  off  Galveston. 

The  Rio  Grande  is  a  great  avenue  through  which  supplies  of  every 
description  reach  the  insurgents.  Being  a  neutral  highway,  unscrup¬ 
ulous  parties  avail  themselves  of  it  to  enrich  themselves  and  aid  the 
rebel  cause.  Vessels  clear  ostensibly  for  Matamoras,  and  even  if  their 
cargoes  are  landed  there,  they  are  transported  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  Actual  possession  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  is  the 
only  measure  that  would  or  can  certainly  check  entirely  this  illicit 
traffic.  But  by  vigilance  and  the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  block¬ 
ading  fleet  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  in  the  route  to 
and  from  Havana  this  trade  may  be  seriously  interrupted. 

The  Department  relies  much  on  your  experience  and  judgment  to 
conduct  satisfactorily  and  efficiently  this  important  and  difficult  por¬ 
tion  of  the  duties  pertaining  to  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  York. 


Report  of  Captain  Jenkins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rich¬ 
mond,  regarding  transfer  of  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

1st  Div.  West  Gulf  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  P  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  been  this  day  relieved 
from  the  command  of  this  ship  by  Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene,  in 
obedience  to  your  order  of  the  21st  ultimo,  and  shall  proceed  to  the 
North  in  the  U.  S.  supply  steamer  Fort  Morgan,  on  her  return  from 
the  coast  of  Texas. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  I).  C. 


Confidential  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore 
Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  appointed  to  command  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department 

January  26,  1 865. 

Sir:  Operations  against  Mobile  are  to  be  immediately  resumed. 
You  will  therefore  take  the  first  conveyance  to  New  Orleans,  and 
on  your  arrival  there  put  yourself  in  communication  with  Major- 
General  Canby.  There  are  already  three  light-draft  ironclads  m 
Mobile  Bay,  and  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  has  been  telegraphed  to 
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send  to  New  Orleans  two  others  from  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  the 
best  he  has. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  H.  K:  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Appointed  to  Command  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  26,  1865. 
Send  immediately  two  of  your  best  light-draft  ironclads  to  New 
Orleans  for  duty  in  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Mound  City,  111. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  Depart¬ 
ment’s  instructions . 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Harbor  of  New  York,  January  27,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order 
of  the  24th  instant,  detaching  me  from  the  command  of  this  ship 
and  [to]  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  to  relieve  Commodore  James  S. 
Palmer  in  command  pf  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Also 
a  letter  of  instructions  of  same  date,  and  “ confidential”  of  the  26th 
instant. 

I  shall  leave  here  as  early  as  possible  to  assume  this  command. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Emmons,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  responding  to  statements  made 
refecting  upon  the  conduct  of  officers  on  blockade  duty  of  Galveston. 

U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna, 

Off  Galveston,  January  29,  1865. 

Commodore:  I  have  received  your  several  communications  by 
the  Fort  Morgan,  and  enclose  you  answers  to  such  as  appear  to  call 
for  answers,  with  the  usual  reports  and  monthly  returns. 

I  confess  myself  somewhat  at  a  loss  how  to  treat  the  absurd  reports 
(as  you  very  justly  term  them)  which  appear  to  have  elicited  a  com¬ 
munication  from  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  Branson,  directed  to  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  TJ.  S.  Army. 

But  as  the  Navy  Department  has  thought  it  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance  to  transmit  it  to  you  for  an  investigation,  it  becomes  proper 
that  I  should,  as  the  commanding  naval  officer  here,  cognizant  of 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


23 


all  that  takes  place,  assure  you  that  there  is  no  foundation  whatever 
for  these  ridiculous  reports. 

Vessels  have  never  been  known  to  pass  in  here  or  out  during  the 
day  since  I  have  had  command  of  this  division.  One  in  attempting 
it  at  night  was  sunk,  another  wrecked  on  shore,  and  still  another 
disabled  by  one  shot;  nevertheless,  here,  as  elsewhere  on  blockade, 
some  do  succeed  in  getting  in  and  out  during  nights  of  fog  and  dark, 
squally  weather. 

During  one  such  favorable  time,  one  boat  went  in  and  cut  out  a 
schooner  from  under  the  guns  of  their  forts  without  being  seen, 
which  is  an  evidence  of  what  may  be  done  under  such  favorable 
weather. 

I  seldom  communicate  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  am  always  par¬ 
ticular  in  the  officer  that  is  sent  on  this  duty,  who  goes  no  farther 
than  the  station  assigned,  which  is  a  beacon  buoy  in  the  channel 
some  4  miles  from  Galveston,  and  is  always  under  our  sight.  No 
one  belonging  to  this  division,  or  of  the  Navy,  has  ever  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  land  at  Galveston  during  the  time  that  I  have  been  in 
command  on  blockade  here,  and  therefore  could  not  well  have  enjoyed 
the  society  of  rebeldom  with  the  accompanying  dissipations,  except 
in  imagination. 

It  would  be  quite  in  character  for  a  class  of  rebels  inhabiting 
Texas  to  endeavor  to  pass  themselves  off  for  something  more  respect¬ 
able  than  they  really  are,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  sometimes 
succeed  even  among  their  own  people,  and  with  a  view  of  detecting 
the  real  sentiments  of  suspected  parties  residing  amongst  them. 

It.  is  notorious,  here  especially,  that  persecution  for  opinions’ 
sake  has  been  carried  to  extremes.  Murder  and  hanging  have  not 
been  uncommon  during  this  rebellion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Second  Division, 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Bienville,  of  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Galveston  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  January  30,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  my  arrival  from  off  the  Rio  Grande  with 
the  Bienville  in  a  leaky  condition,  rendering  it  necessary,  in  my 
opinion,  that  she  should  go  into  port  for  repairs. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me 
by  the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship ;  also  a  copy  of  one  addressed  by 
me  to  the  line  and  engineer  officers,  and  their  reply  in  relation  to 
the  matter. 

My  opinion  coinciding  entirely  with  theirs,  after  making  tem¬ 
porary  repairs  (which  have  partially  stopped  the  leak,  but  which 
are  liable  at  any  moment  to  give  out  again),  I  spoke  the  coal  brig 
Star  of  Hope,  ordered  her  master  to  drop  into  Mexican  waters,  or 
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to  stand  off  and  on  until  the  arrival  of  our  relief  (to  whom  he  was 
directed  to  report),  and  then  sailed  for  this  station. 

The  leak  occasioned  by  the  breaking  away  of  the  bilge  discharge 

Eipes  does  not,  I  think,  account  for  all  the  water  that  the  ship  has 
een  making. 

In  my  opinion  the  ship  is  strained,  and  has  opened  her  seams  to 
a  considerable  extent,  occasioned  by  encountering  heavy  weather 
on  her  recent  trip  to  and  from  New  Orleans  and  while  off  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Although  the  bilge  pipe  leak  is  now  nearly  closed,  yet  it  requires 
one  of  the  steam  pumps  and  the  large  hand  pumps  on  the  quarter¬ 
deck  to  be  kept  constantly  at  work  to  keep  her  free.  I  am  satisfied 
that  this  ship  is  not  strong  enough  to  encounter  very  heavy  weather 
with  her  present  battery  on  board. 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  28th  instant,  the  sea  came  in  so  heavily 
and  the  ship  rolled  and  strained  so  much  that  I  got  underway  and 
stood  out  to  sea. 

About  three  hours  afterwards,  the  leak  and  injury  to  the  bilge 
pipes  were  discovered. 

I  arrived  off  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant, 
with  the  coal  brig  Star  of  Hope  in  tow,  but  failed  to  meet  the  Seminole 
there  as  I  anticipated. 

Upon  the  18th  instant  I  took  100  tons  of  coal  out  of  the  coal  brig, 
but  from  that  time  up  to  the  date  of  sailing  the  weather  has  been 
so  rough  and  boisterous  as  to  render  it  almost  an  impossibility  to 
get  coal  from  the  brig,  either  by  taking  her  alongside  or  by  boating 
it;  indeed  I  have  never  known  such  a  succession  of  rough  weather 
on  this  coast. 

I  left  H.  B.  M.  steam  frigate  Wolverene  at  the  Rio  Grande.  Her 
commander,  Captain  A.  F.  R.  De  Horsey,  sent  a  lieutenant  on  board 
with  his  compliments  and  the  usual  tender  of  services. 

I  did  not  communicate  with  the  Mexican  authorities,  nor  could  I 
have  done  so  even  if  I  desired  it,  as  it  was  never  smooth  enough  to 
land. 

I  trust  you  will  approve  of  the  course  I  have  pursued  under  exist¬ 
ing  circumstances  in  returning  here  for  your  instructions. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

.  Commander. 

Captain  G.  F.  Emmons, 

U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna,  Commanding  Second  Division, 

off  Coast  of  Texas. 
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Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Antona . . 

5 

Arizona . 

7 

Paddle  wheel . 

Aroostook . 

Screw . 

Althea . . . 

1 

Screw _ 

Arkansas . 

5 

Screw . . . 

Arthur . 

6 

Bark . 

Anderson,  fW.  G-l  .. 

8 

Bark . 

Augusta  Dinsmore  . 

4 

Screw . 

Bienville . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Bloomer . 

2 

Stern  wheel  . . 

Buckthorn . 

2 

Screw . 

Bohio . 

Brig... 

Cayuga . 

7 

Screw . 

Chickasaw . 

4 

Chocura . 

4 

Carrabasset . 

6 

Stem  wheel  . . 

Cornubia . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Cowslip . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Corypheu3 . 

2 

Schooner . 

Charlotte . 

2 

Schooner . 

Estrella . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Elk . 

6 

Stern  wheel  . . 

Fearnot . 

5 

Ship . 

Fort  Gaines . 

4 

Stern  wheel  . . 

Genesee . 

8 

Paddle  wheel . 

Gertrude . 

8 

Screw . 

Glide . 

6 

Stem  wheel  . . 

Glasgow . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Hollyhock . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Itasca . 

4 

Screw . 

Ida . 

1 

Screw . 

Jackson, J.  P . 

6 

Paddle  wheel . 

2 

Screw . 

Kanawha . 

4 

Screw . 

Katahdin . 

7 

Screw . 

Kineo . 

6 

Screw . 

Kennebec . 

5 

Screw . 

Kuhn ,  J .  C . 

6 

Bark . 

Kickapoo . 

4 

Ironclad . 

14 

Screw . 

Metacomet . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Milwaukee . 

4 

Ironclad . 

Monongahela . 

11 

Screw . 

MeteorT . 

6 

Stem  wheel  . . 

Maria  A.  Wood . 

3 

Schooner . 

5 

Screw . 

Nyanza . 

6 

Stem  wheel  . . 

1 

Screw . 

Octorara . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

12 

Screw . 

13 

Screw . 

5 

Screw . 

3 

Screw . 

5 

Screw . 

7 

Screw . 

4 

Screw . 

4 

Screw . 

Port  Royal . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

6 

Screw . 

7 

Screw . 

6 

Ship . 

18 

Ship . 

42 

Ship . 

22 

Screw . 

Rodolph . 

e 

Stern  wheel  . . 

2 

Screw . 

4 

Screw . 

Sebago . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Selma . 

4 

Paddle  wheel . 

9 

Screw . 

Stockdalo . 

6 

Stem  wheel  . . 

1 

Schooner . 

Tallahatchie . 

6 

Stern  wheel  . . 

Tritonia . 

1 

Paddle  wheel . 

6 

Schooner . 

7 

Screw . 

10 

Ship . 

Winnebago . 

4 

Ironclad . 

i 


Commanding  officer. 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden. . . 
Lieut.  Commander  Geo.  Brown . 
Lieut.  Commander  J.  S.  Skerrett. 

Act.  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  David  Cate . 

Act.  Master  J.  E.  Stannard . 

Act.  Master  H.  Tibbits . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  B.  Crowell.. 
Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany... 
Act.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  Godfrey. ... 

Act.  Master  W.  M.  Stannard _ 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  Wilson... 
Lt.  Commander  G.  H.  Perkins. . 
Lt.  Commander  R.  W.  Meade,  jr. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ezra  Leonard.. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  A.  John¬ 
stone. 

Act.  Master  Wm.  T.  Bacon . 

Act.  Master  and  Pilot  Wm.  Stew¬ 
art. 

Act.  Master's  Mate  A.  Whiting . 

Act.  Master  G.  P.  Pomeroy . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  Kirby . 

Act.  Master  A.  Rich,  jr . 

Act.  Master  John  Hamilton . 

Lieut.  Commander  John  Irwin.. 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  C.  Dean . 

Act.  Master  L.  S.  Fickett . 

Act.  Master  R.  J.  Hoffner . 

Pilot  B.  Tarbell . 

Lieut.  Commander  Nathl.  Green. 

Act.  Ensign  Frank  Ellms . 

Lieut.  A.  R.  Yates . 

Act.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton . 

Lieut.  Commander  B.  B.  Taylor. 
Lieut.  Commander  C.  H.  Greene. 
Lt.  Commander  John  Watters. . 
Lt.  Commander  Trevett  Abbot. . 

Act.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett . 

Lieut.  Commander  M.  P.  Jones. 

Capt.  G.  F.  Emmons . 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby . 

Lieut.  Commander  Jas.  H.  Gillis. 

Commander  Jas.  H.  Strong . 

Act.  Master  M.  Jordan . 

Act.  Master  John  Ross . 

Act.  Master  Lyman  Wells . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Boutelle.. 

Repairing . 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  W.  Low  . 
Commander  Thos.  H.  Stevens  . . 

Commander  Wm.  E.  Le  Roy _ 

Act.  Master  T.  B.  Sears . 

Act.  Master  Samuel  Belden . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  G.  Maxwell . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  R.  Beers . 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  E.  K.  Ben- 
ham. 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  Erben _ 

Lieut.  Commander  B.  Gherardi. 
Lieut.  Commander  W.  M.  Gam¬ 
ble. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey . 

Act.  Master  O.  Colburn . 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori . 

Commander  Alex.  Gibson . 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 

Act.  Master  N.  M.  Dyer . 

Act.  Ensign  W.  D.  Maddocks _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune.. 
Lt.  Commander  D.  B.  Harmony. 

Act.  Ensign  L.  R.  Vance . 

Commander  A.  G.  Clary . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  Edwards. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  Martin  Freeman. 

Act.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin - 

Act.  Ensign  N.  J.  Blasdell . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Brown. . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  M’Gloin - 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  A.  Kirkland. 


Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 


Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Do. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Do. 

East  Pass. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Off  Galveston. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Calcasieu  Bay. 
Berwick  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

East  Pass. 

New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 
Berwick  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Pass  Cavallo. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Do. 

Mobile.  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Off  Galveston. 

Pass  a  l’Outre. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Calcasieu  Pass. 
Berwick  Bay. 
Pensacola. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  Galveston. 
Pensacola  Bay. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Sabine  Pass. 

Velasco,  Tex. 

San  Luis  Pass. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 


Coast  of  Texas. 
South  West  Pass. 
New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Rio  Grande. 

Mobile  Bay. 
Pensacola. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

Ship  Island. 

Mobile  Bay. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Missis¬ 
sippi  Squadron,  regarding  the  transfer  of  two  vessels  to  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flagship  Black  Hawk,  New  Orleans,  February  1 ,  1865. 
Sir:  The  Department’s  telegram  of  26th  January  was  received 
last  night.  I  have,  agreeably  to  its  requirements,  ordered  the  Osage 
and  Neosho  to  report  to  Commodore  Palmer. 

I  find  on  my  arrival  here  that  General  Canby  has  abandoned  all 
idea  of  operations  in  Red  River.  He  has  asked  me  for  tinclad 
cooperation  in  Mobile  Bay,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  afford. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Erben,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
seizure  of  schooner  Ben  Willis,  sailing  under  British  colors. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Pinola, 

At  Sea,  Lat.  28°  15'  N.,  Lon.  92°  00'  W.,  February  2,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  at  daylight  a 
vessel  was  discovered  to  the  eastward.  I  gave  chase  and  overhauled 
her,  heaving  her  to  by  a  shot  from  the  rifle  gun.  She  hoisted  Eng¬ 
lish  colors,  and  claims  to  be  the  English  schooner  Ben  Willis,  from 
Matamoras,  bound  to  Nassau.  The  captain  gives  no  satisfactory 
reason  for  not  having  the  name  of  the  place  he  sails  from  painted  on 
the  stern.  She  has  167  bales  of  cotton  as  cargo.  This  is  a  small 
quantity  for  a  vessel  of  the  size  of  the  Ben  Willis.  The  captain  says 
the  deck  cargo  was  never  taken  on  board;  there  are  a  few  bales  on 
deck  now.  1  think  it  my  duty  to  send  her  in  to  New  Orleans,  where 
she  can  have  an  opportunity  of  proving  herself  a  legitimate  trader. 
A  prize  list  will  be  sent  by  first  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Erben, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Crosby,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  Mobile 
Bay. 


New  Orleans,  February  3,  1865. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  return  to  New  Orleans 
with  the  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  taking  on  board  your  battery,  after 
which  you  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Mobile  Bay  and  report  to 
the  senior  officer. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Commander  Peirce  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  Coast  of  Texas. 
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Letter  from,  the  consul-general  at  Havana  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
regarding  Confederate  cruisers  at  Galveston. 


U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana ,  February  4,  1865. 

******* 
Since  writing  dispatch  No.  37,  I  have  become  almost  satisfied  that 
the  rebels  intend  to  fit  out  some  of  their  steamers  as  piratical  cruisers 
at  Galveston.  The  Lark  and  Wren  both  belong  to  the  rebel  Govern¬ 
ment.  If  a  sufficient  naval  force  could  be  in  time  concentrated  at 
the  port  of  Galveston,  all  these  vessels  could  be  held  there  until  the 
place  can  be  captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Minor, 

V.  S.  Consul-General. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Sl 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Wheeler,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Preston. 


Navy  Department,  February  6,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Preston,  under  your  command,  to 
New  Orleans  and  report  to  Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer,  or  the  senior 
commanding  officer  present,  for  duty  in  the. West  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Preston,  New  York. 


Capture  of  schooners  Annie  Sophia  and  Pet  and  attempted  destruction 
of  blockade  runner  Wren  by  boat  expedition  into  Galveston  Harbor, 
February  7,  1865. 

Request  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  for  permission 

to  direct  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  7,  1865. 
Sir:  I  respectful^  request  permission  to  send  an  officer  and  boat’s 
crew  into  the  harbor  of  Galveston  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
blockade  runner  Wren,  which  ran  ashore  last  night  and  subsequently 
got  off  and  escaped  into  the  harbor. 

Commander  Woolsey  has  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal  one  of  the 
boats  of  his  ship,  in  case  an  additional  one  should  be  inquired.  1 
think  the  expedition  will  be  successful,  and  therefore  trust  that  you 
will  give  your  assent. 
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Several  officers  of  this  ship  are  ready  to  undertake  this  service. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 

Captain  G.  F.  Emmons, 

Comdg.  Second  Div.  West  Gulf 

Blockading  Squadron,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 

[Endorsement.] 

Permission  granted. 


Instructions  of  Commander  Mullany,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  French,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  for 

the  command  of  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  7,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  boat  expedition  fitted  out  to-night 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  blockade  runner  Wren,  which  ran 
ashore  last  night  and  subsequently  escaped  into  the  harbor  of  Gal¬ 
veston;  also  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the  cotton-laden  schooners 
lying  at  anchor  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Point  Battery. 

The  expedition  will  consist  of  the  first  cutter  of  this  ship,  with  a 
boat’s  crew  of  11  men,  and  the  first  cutter  of  the  Princess  Royal, 
with  a  boat’s  crew  of  9  men,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  A.  H.  Rey¬ 
nolds  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Lewis  Johnson,  who  have  been 
directed  to  report  to  you. 

There  will  be  placed -in  your  boat  six  32-pounder  shell,  with  5-sec¬ 
ond  fuze,  and  two  12-pounder  shrapnel,  the  former  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  engine  and  boilers  and  the  latter  for  defense. 

There  will  also  be  placed  in  the  boat  5  gallons  turpentine  and  a 
bundle  of  oakum,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  her  on  fire ;  also  a  Coston 
preparatory  signal  and  a  rocket,  which  may  be  burned  at  your  dis¬ 
cretion,  when  you  get  outside  the  harbor,  as  a  signal  for  this  ship  to 
show  you  her  position. 

A  great  deal  must  necessarily  be  left  to  your  discretion.  The 
great  object  to  be  attained  is  the  destruction  of  the  Wren. 

Pull  boldly  but  silently  for  the  steamer,  board  her  as  quietly  as 
possible  in  case  no  resistance  is  made;  keep  cool  and  see  that  she  is 
well  on  fire  before  you  leave  her.  Place  some  of  the  shells  in  the 
boilers  and  engine  room  before  you  leave. 

As  soon  as  the  work  is  done  pull  out  of  the  harbor  as  silently  as 
possible;  make  no  noise,  as  that  will  guide  the  enemy. 

In  case  you  are  discovered,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  object  of  the 
expedition  is  likely  to  be  frustrated,  you  will  return  to  the  ship. 

A  sketch  showing  the  courses  into  the  harbor  will  be  furnished 
you  by  the  master. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  your  undertaking, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 

Acting  Eftsign  Geo.  H.  French, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Bienville. 
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[Endorsement.] 

The  expedition  returned  in  safety,  having  succeeded  in  capturing 
two  cotton-loaded  schooners  lying  at  anchor  under  the  guns  of  Fort 
Point  Battery,  but  found  it  impracticable  to  destroy  the  Wren. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  to  the  Department. 

No.  81.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  February  15,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  transmit  the  report  of  Captain  Emmons,  with  the 
accompanying  letters  of  Commander  Mullany  and  Acting  Ensign 
French,  of  the  Bienville,  upon  the  capture  of  the  schooners  Pet  and 
Annie  Sophia,  with  476  bales  of  cotton,  in  Galveston  Harbor. 

This  expedition  was  very  creditably  managed,  and  I  have  com¬ 
mended  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  it  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S'.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Emmons,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  to  Commodore  Palmer, < 

U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  8,  1865. 

Commodore  :  I  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  you  the  accompanying 
reports  explanatory  of  a  boat  expedition  improvised  by  Commander 
Mullany,  assisted  by  Commander  Woolsey,  and  endorsed  by  myself, 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  two  cotton-loaded  schooners  last 
night  in  Galveston  Bay  without  loss  or  accident. 

The  affair  was  so  well  planned  and  conducted  that  the  senior 
officers  in  charge  of  the  boats  are  especially  deserving  commendation. 

And  I  trust  that  such  a  representation  will  be  made  of  this,  and  a 
previous  capture,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  will 
demoustrate  the  strong  claims  the  parties  have  to  share  in  the  prizes, 
which,  in  the  open  bay  of  Galveston,  can  hardly  be  considered  as 
inland  waters  and  as  coming  under  the  late  illiberal  law  in  relation  to 
such  localities. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain,  Comdg.  2d  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 
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Report  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  8,  1865. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  authority  previously  obtained  from 
you,  I  sent  into  the  harbor  of  Galveston  last  night  a  boat  expedition, 
consisting  of  the  first  cutter  of  this  ship,  with  a  crew  of  13  men,  and 
the  first  cutter  of  the  Princess  Royal  (which  Commander  Woolsey 
kindly  placed  at  my  disposal),  with  a  crew  of  9  men,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  A.  H.  Reynolds,  assisted  by  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Lewis  Johnson,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Acting  Ensign 
George  H.  French,  of  this  ship  (all  volunteers  for  this  service),  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  the  steam  blockade  runner  Wren  and  cap¬ 
turing  the  cottton-laden  schooners  that  were  lying  at  anchor  under 
the  guns  of  the  forts  at  Fort  Point. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  expedition  found  it  impracticable  to 
destroy  the  Wren,  hut  it  was  successful  in  capturing  and  bringing 
out  to  the  fleet  two  schooners,  supposed  to  be  British,  laden  with 
cotton. 

One  of-  them,  the  Pet,  has  about  256,  and  the  other,  the  Annie 
Sophia,  about  220  bales  on  board. 

The  Princess  Royal’s  cutter  boarded  the  Annie  Sophia,  and  this 
ship’s  cutter  boarded  the  Pet. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  Lewis  Johnson,  assisted  by  a  crew  of  4  men, 
brought  out  the  Annie  Sophia,  with  9  rebels  on  board. 

Boatswain’s  Mate  Gallyer,  of  this  ship,  assisted  by  a  crew'  of  3  men, 
brought  out  the  Pet,  with  11  rebels  on  board. 

I  beg  to  commend  the  conduct  of  all  who  participated  in  this 
expedition. 

To  the  tact  and  judgment  displayed  by  Acting  Ensign  French, 
promptly  seconded  by  those  under  his  command,  we  are  indebted 
for  the  successful  issue  of  this  delicate  service. 

I  herewith  enclose  Mr.  French’s  report,  giving  all  the  facts  in 
detail. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commanding  2d  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  French.  U.  S.  Navy,  in  charge  of  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  8,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  7th  instant,  I  took  charge 
of  the  boat  expedition  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  har¬ 
bor  of  Galveston,  and  destroying  the  blockade  runner  Wren,  and  cap¬ 
turing  the  cotton-laden  schooners  lying  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Point 
Battery. 

The  expedition  consisted  of  the  first  cutter  of  this  ship,  with  a  crew 
of  13  men,  and  the  first  cutter  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  with  a 
crew  of  9  men,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  A.  H.  Reynolds,  assisted 
by  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Lewis  Johnson. 
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We  left  the  ship  at  8:20  p.  m.  and,  steering  N.  W.  by  W.  \  W., 
made  Bolivar  Point  at  11 : 15  p.  m.,  thence  steered  S.  W. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  gone  inside,  so  as  to  leave  the  schoon¬ 
ers,  lying  at  anchor  off  Fort  Point,  on  the  port  hand,  and  pass  clear 
of  them  into  the  harbor,  but  finding  the  current  had  set  me  to  the 
eastward,  and  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  attempt  to  pass  them, 
I  concluded  to  capture  them.  I  accordingly  gave  orders  to  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds  to  board  one  of  them,  at  the  same  time  I  boarded  the  other. 
We  succeeded  in  taking  both  without  any  resistance. 

After  getting  them  underway  and  securing  a  part  of  their  crews,  I 
placed  one  in  charge  of  Boatswain’s  Mate  Thomas  Gallyer,  of  this 
ship,  and  the  other  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Lewis  Johnson, 
with  orders  to  report  to  this  ship,  where  they  subsequently  arrived 
in  safety.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  remainder  of  the  duty  assigned 
me.  After  trying  in  vain  for  a  long  time,  and  finding  it  impossible  to 
carry  out  my  instructions  further,  on  account  of  the  strong  current 
and  wind  against  me,  and  the  near  approach  of  daylight,  I  concluded 
it  would  be  injudicious  to  proceed  farther  on  the  expedition.  I  had 
also,  after  the  moon  had  set,  got  separated  from  the  other  boats.  'I 
immediately  put  about  and  started  for  this  ship,  where  I  arrived  at 
6:10  a.  In.  this  day. 

Everyone  connected  with  the  expedition  conducted  themselves  in 
a  very  creditable  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  H.  French, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Bienville. 


Additional  instructions  from  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  officers  assigned  to  com¬ 
mand  the  prizes. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  8,  1865. 

Printed  instructions  were  this  day  delivered  to  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  John  R.  Lee,  who  was  in  charge  of  prize  schooner  Pet,  and  also 
to  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Otis  G.  Spear,  who  had  charge  of  prize 
schooner  Annie  Sophia,  with  the  following  additional  orders: 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  8,  1865. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  instructions  handed  to  you  for  your  govern¬ 
ment  in  relation  to  the  prize  schooner  Pet,  I  have  to  direct  that  you 
will  proceed  to  New  Orleans  with  the  prize. 

You  will  inform  the  prize  commissioners  and  district  attorney  that 
the  prisoners  found  on  board  the  prize,  and  who  may  be  required  as 
witnesses  in  the  case,  are  all  on  board  of  this  ship,  and  that  they  will 
be  held  in  custody  subject  to  their  orders. 

As  private  towage  is  not  allowed,  you  will  take  advantage  of  gov¬ 
ernment  vessels  passing  to  the  city  to  get  a  tow  up.  - 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  John  R.  Lee, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 
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[Endorsement.] 

A  copy  of  the  above  orders  (substituting  the  words  Annie  Sophia 
for  Pet)  were  also  delivered  to  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Otis  G.  Spear. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  Department’s 
order  detaching  him  from  command  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

No.  75.]  Mobile  Bay,  February  10,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  January  24,  wherein  I  am  informed  that  Commodore  Thatcher, 
'has  been  appointed  to  command  this  squadron. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  me,  that  I  am  to  be  superseded,  just  as  the 
troops  are  assembling  for  immediate  operations  against  the  defenses 
of  Mobile. 

Should  Commodore  Thatcher,  however,  arrive  before  we  get  to 
work,  I  shall  remain  and  assist  him  with  cheerfulness  and  zeal;  after¬ 
wards  shall  avail  myself  of  the  Department’s  permission  to  return 
North. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Emmons,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  steamer  WRl- 
o1  -the-wisp  and  other  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  8,  1865. 

Commodore:  Since  my  last  communication  to  you,  the  Pinola, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Erben,  has  joined  me  under  orders  dated  last 
December,  having  been  delayed  in  Pensacola  on  account  of  an 
expected  raid. 

She  captured  a  cotton-loaded  schooner  on  her  way,  under  English 
colors  and  suspicious  surroundings,  which  was  sent  to  New  Orleans 
with  a  report  to  you. 

During  the  late  foggy  weather,  obscuring  the  shore  for  several 
days,  there  was  a  general  raid  among  the  blockade  runners;  two  of 
them  mentioned  in  the  late  consular  dispatches  have  ended  their 
career. 

The  Acadia,  a  large  side-wheel  steamer,  is  now  lying  a  wreck, 
riddled  by  shell  and  shot  from  the  Virginia,  6  miles  this  side  of 
Velasco,  where  she  ran  on  shore  after  several  attempts  to  get  into 
Velasco. 

The  Will-o’-the-wisp,  a  large  iron  screw  steamer,  and  beautiful 
boat,  in  a  similar  fix,  but  partly  under  water,  a  few  miles  south  of 
Galveston.  This  is  probably  the  same  steamer  that  was  chased  by 
two  of  our  vessels  in  the  fog  and  was  not  subsequently  seen  until  she 
had  landed  part  of  her  cargo,  provisions,  and  small  arms. 
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Another,  the  Wren,  a  small  side-wheel  iron  steamer,  and  quite  fast, 
was  yesterday  morning  discovered,  when  the  fog  lifted,  abreast  of  us, 
landing  her  cargo  in  the  town ;  several  vessels  were  sent  in,  but  the 
water  was  so  low  (blowing  N.  W.)  that  only  three  shots  reached  her 
and  none  to  prevent  her  finally  steaming  along  close  to  the  beach 
inside. 

I  was  just  about  sending  in  a  boat  expedition  as  she  was  discovered 
underway. 

A  boat  expedition  was  then  organized  for  the  following  night,  with 
a  view  of  cutting  her  out,  but  the  tides  were  so  strong  that  the  officer 
found  he  would  be  too  late,  and  therefore  turned  his  attention  to  two 
schooners  hung  farther  out,  and  the  result  will  be  seen  in  a  separate 
report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain,  Commanding  2d  Division  West  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Destruction  of  stranded  steamer  Will-o'-the-wisp,  off  Galveston,  Febru¬ 
ary  10,  1865. 

Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay ,  February  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  letters  of  Captain 
Emmons,  Commander  Woolsey,  and  Lieutenant  [C.  E.]  McKay,  of 
the  Princess  Royal,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  the  blockade 
runner  Will-o’-the-wisp,  off  Galveston. 

This  expedition  was  well  planned  and  carried  out,  and  I  have  com¬ 
mended  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulj  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Emmons,  IT.  S.  Navy,  divisional  officer,  transmitting  reports. 

U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  11,  1865. 

Commodore:  I  enclose  you  the  report  of  Commander  Woolsey  and 
his  executive  officer  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  the  blockade  run- 
ner  Will-o'-the-wisp,  which,  from  the  movements  on  shore,  i  should 
judge  had  brought  and  succeeded  in  landing  some  heavy  guns  belore 
she  was  discovered  on  the  morning  of  her  running  on  shore. 
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Commander  Woolsey  always  enters  into  any  service  ordered  with 
cheerfulness,  and  performs  his  duty  well.  I  hope  to  see  him  reinstated 
on  the  active  list  again. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain,  Commanding  2d  Division  West  Gulf  BlcTcdg.  Squadron. 
Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 


U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Galveston,  February  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  destruc¬ 
tion,  last  night,  of  the  steamer  Will-o’-the-wisp  (blockade  runner) : 

After  dark  (8  p.  m.)  I  went  down  abreast  that  vessel,  hailed  the 
Antona,  ordered  her  captain  to  come  on  board,  and  told  him  I  had 
come  to  take  his  place,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  and  that  he  would 
return  to  his  station.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  a  boat  prepared, 
and  officered  and  manned  by  volunteers,  and  asked  that  he  might 
be  allowed  to  join  any  boat  expedition  in  contemplation.  The  night 
being  perfectly  clear  and  moonlight,  and  wishing  to  give  them  an 
opportunity,  I  consented,  feeling  that  you  would  justify  me  in  detain¬ 
ing  the  vessel,  under  the  circumstances.  I  then  ordered  him  to  send 
his  boat  to  me,  clear  for  action,  and  take  his  position  close  in,  and  on 
the  bow  of  the  steamer,  and  to  move  in  when  he  should  see  this  vessel 
doing  so.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  done  the  work  at  midnight, 
but  the  piping  up  of  hammocks  and  sounding  the  gong  for  quarters 
on  board  the  Antona  caused  so  much  noise  as  to  give  the  enemy 
notice  of  our  intentions.  I  therefore  concluded  to  wait  until  2  o’clock 
a.  m.,  ordering  the  Antona  to  anchor  outside  of  me  by  a  kedge.  I 
did  the  same,  and  ordered  the  men  to  leave  their  hammocks.  Be¬ 
tween  2  and  3  a.  m.  I  caused  the  boats  to  shove  off,  in  charge  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  C.  E.  McKay,  with  orders  to  pull  directly  in.  I  then  took 
my  position  on  the  quarter  of  the  steamer,  in  2\  fathoms  water,  the 
Antona  proceeding  as  directed,  the  vessels  being  from  900  to  1,000 
yards  distant.  The  boats  soon  reached  and  boarded  the  steamer,  and 
set  her  on  fire  in  both  wheelhouses,  then  pulled  for  this  vessel. 

Lieutenant  McKay  reported  that  the  vessel  was  completely  rid¬ 
dled  in  her  hull  from  our  fire  on  a  previous  occasion;  that  her  hold 
was  full  of  sand  and  water;  her  after  section  awash,  and  the  deck 
scuttled  fore  and  aft,  for  the  purpose,  apparently,  of  getting  out  her 
cargo.  The  engine  had  been  taken  to  pieces,  and  the  vessel  was  a 
complete  wreck.  The  wheelhouses  were  the  only  part  which  could 
be  burned.  As  they  were  not  completely  destroyed,  Mr.  McKay 
offered  to  return  with  a  barrel  of  rosin  and.  complete  the  work,  but 
it  was  deemed  unnecessary,  as  everything  was  destroyed  excepting 
what  was  under  water  and  beyond  reach.  I  then  returned  to  the 
fleet,  the  Antona  following. 

Although  there  was  no  resistance,  it  was  fully  expected,  as  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  had  thrown  up  breastworks  on  the  bank,  and  had 
been  posted  behind  them  all  day.  I  think,  therefore,  that  Lieutenant 
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McKay  deserves  great  praise  for  the  cool,  quiet,  and  orderly  manner 
in  which  the  work  was  done. 

I  consider  it  proper  to  take  this  occasion  to  speak  of  the  self- 
sacrificing  spirit,  and  the  cheerful  alacrity  in  volunteering  for  any 
and  all  kinds  of  service,  and  the  intelligence  and  perseverance  always 
exhibited  by  Lieutenant  C.  E.  McKay  and  Acting  Ensign  A.  H. 
Reynolds.  It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  see  Mr.  Reynolds  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  acting  master.  He  has  performed  duty  as 
such  to  my  entire  satisfaction  ever  since  he  joined  this  vessel. 

I  respectfully  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  McKay  and  a  list 
of  the  officers  and  men  who  volunteered  in  the  Antona’s  boat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 


Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commanding  2d  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron,  off  Galveston. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  McKay,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Galveston,  February  10,  1865. 

Sir:  This  morning  at  3  o’clock,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
proceeded  to  burn  the  wreck  of  the  Will-o’-the-wisp;  a  boat  from 
the  LT.  S.  S.  Antona,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  W.  G.  Jones,  accom- 

Eanied  me.  We  boarded  the  vessel,  which  we  found  hard  aground, 
eading  to  the  northward,  and  so  near  the  beach  as  to  require  but  a 
plank,  which  was  there,  for  the  rebels  to  board  her.  We  prepared 
to  set  her  on  fire.  The  only  parts  that  offered  themselves  for  the 
purpose  were  the  wheelhouses,  as  the  vessel  was  filled  with  water, 
and  there  were  no  bulwarks  or  houses  on  deck.  I  directed  Mr.  Jones 
to  fire  the  starboard  wheelhouse,  while  I  directed  my  attention  to 
the  port.  Saturating  the  oakum,  and  covering  the  woodwork  with 
turpentine,  we  applied  the  torch,  and  when  I  left,  both  wheelhouses 
were  burning  fiercely.  We  returned  to  this  vessel  about  4:15  a.  m. 

I  think  the  wood  was  too  damp  to  burn,  or  it  could  not  have 
resisted  the  fierce  flames  that  enveloped  it  when  I  left.  As  the  fire 
did  not  make  much  headway,  I  desired  to  return  with  wood  and 
more  combustible  material,  but  you  judged  it  was  unnecessary,  as 
the  vessel  was  a  perfect  wreck  and  there  was  so  little  to  destroy. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  Acting  Ensign  A.  H.  Reynolds, 
who  eagerly  requested  permission  to  accompany  me,  though  still 
suffering  from  the  fatigue  of  the  expedition  of  night  before  last.  He 
was  the  first  one  on  board  the  vessel  and  reconnoitered  the  shore 
while  I  was  directing  the  preparations  for  the  fire. 

I  w^s  much  pleased  with  Acting  Ensign  Jones,  who  most  zealously 
supported  me.  He  will,  in  his  report,  mention  Acting  Assistant 
Paymaster  [H.  M.]  Whittemore,  who  accompanied  him. 

1  will  also  call  your  attention  to  David  Victor,  seaman,  John  Grog- 
gen,  landsman,  and  James  May,  landsman,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
exceedingly  fatiguing  service  of  the  expedition  of  night  before  last, 
were  among  the  foremost  to  volunteer.  The  following  are  the  rest 
of  the  volunteers:  T.  Shean,  carpenter’s  mate;  Ed.  Narbic,  ordi- 
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nary  seaman;  Charles  B.  Snell,  landsman,  and  Lester  Burdick,  lands¬ 
man.  The  following  men  I  selected  to  make  up  the  boat’s  crew: 
Charles  Larrabee,  quartermaster;  Jesse  Tyler,  captain  hold;  John 
Davis,  seaman,  and  William  Taggart,  landsman. 

The  whole  boat’s  crew  behaved  most  admirably,  and  though  we 
met  with  no  resistance,  we  had  every  reason  to  suppose  the  rebels 
were  in  strong  force  on  board  the  vessel  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
as  they  had  been  during  the  day,  and  we  had  no  support,  as  the 
Princess  Royal  and  Antona,  drawing  nearly  12  feet  of  water,  could 
not  approach  to  within  less  than  a  thousand  yards  of  the  wreck. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  McKay, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Harden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Antona, 
transmitting  report  of  subordinate  officer. 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you  last  evening,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  I  returned  to  my  ship  and  called  for  a  boat’s 
crew  of  volunteers  to  accompany  a  boat  from  your  ship  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  firing  the  blockade  runner  ashore.  Actiijg  Ensign  William 
G.  Jones  (who  had  previously  asked  me  for  a  boat’s  crew  for  the 
same  purpose),  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  H.  M.  Whittemore,  and 
12  petty  officers  and  men  immediately  responded,  and  after  making 
the  necessary  preparations,  I  gave  Mr.  Jones  orders  to  report,  with 
the  boat’s  crew  under  his  charge,  to  you,  and  to  obey  your  instruc¬ 
tions.  When  the  boats  left  your  ship,  I  got  underway  and  took  the 
position  you  had  assigned  for  the  Antona,  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
the  expedition,  in  13  feet  of  water,  to  the  eastward  of  the  wreck, 
ready  to  open  fire  when  your  ship  should  do  so.  No  demonstration 
was  made  on  the  boats,  which  returned  after  accomplishing  the 
object  of  the  expedition. 

For  the  details,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  report  of 
Acting  Ensign  William  G.  Jones.  No  casualties  or  accidents  occurred 
with  the  exception  of  the  accidental  loss  of  one  musket  while  board¬ 
ing  the  steamer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  F.  Harden, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Jones,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Antona. 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  10,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders, 
I  reported  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  to  Commander  M.  B. 
Woolsey,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  with  second  cutter, 
manned  with  14  volunteers  (2  officers,  5  petty  officers,  and  7  seamen 
and  landsmen),  well  armed,  and  equipped  with  the  necessary  mate¬ 
rials  for  destroying  by  fire  the  blockade  runner  steamer  Will-o’-the- 
wisp,  aground  on  Galveston  Island.  At  3  a.  m.  I  started  from  the 
Princess  Royal ,  in  company  with  her  second  cutter,  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  C.  E.  McKay,  who  commanded  the  expedition.  I  rowed 
in  to  the  wreck  and  at  3 : 40  a.  m.  boarded  her,  and  with  the  utmost 
dispatch  set  her  on  fire,  Lieutenant  McKay  assigning  to  me  the  star¬ 
board  side  for  that  duty.  I  expended  3  gallons  of  turpentine  and 
about  40  pounds  of  oakum,  which  I  saturated  with  the  turpentine. 
The  condition  of  the  steamer,  as  far  as  we  could  ascertain  under  the 
circumstances,  was  a  perfect  wreck;  her  deck,  as  far  as  the  after 
part  of  her  wheelhouses,  was  submerged  and  much  cut  up.  She  is 
an  iron-built  vessel,  and  the  woodwork  was  entirely  water-soaked, 
so  that  there  was  little  left  to  burn.  After  firing  her,  we  immediately 
took  to  our  boats  and  pulled  for  the  Princess  Royal.  We  saw  but 
one  of  the  enemy  (a  picket)  on  the  beach,  who  fled  on  our  approach. 
We  succeeded  without  opposition,  returning  to  the  Princess  Royal  at 
4:15  a.  m.,  and  reported  on  board  the  Antona  at  4:30  a.  m.  I  can 
not  close  this  report  without  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
conduct  of  the  men.  They  were  cool  and  obedient.  I  particularly 
recommend  to  your  notice  Robert  Lawton,  yeoman,  as  it  affords 
me  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  his  zeal  and  good  behavior  in  the 
expedition.  The  expedition  was  conducted  by  Lieutenant  C.  E. 
McKay  with  great  judgment  and  ability. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  G.  Jones, 

Acting  Ensign,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  F.  Harden, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Antona. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  to  be  prepared  for  the 
coming  of  the  0.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

Navy  Department,  February  11,  1865. 
Sir:  The  Department  hastens  to  advise  you  that  information  has 
been  received  of  the  transfer  to  the  rebels  of  the  ram  built  at  Bordeaux. 

The  dispatch  from  the  consul  at  Nantes  communicating  this  infor¬ 
mation  is  dated  the  28th  ultimo.  The  ram  was  then  at  the  island  of 
Houat,  and  preparing  to  leave  immediately.  Her  destination  is 
doubtless  some  point  on  our  coast,  and  it  behooves  you  to  be  prepared 
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against  surprise,  as  she  is  represented  to  be  formidable  and  capable  of 
inflicting  serious  injury. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Gomdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Benham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,.  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Penobscot,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 

Matilda. 

U.  S.  S.  Penobscot,  February  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  schooner 
Matilda  from  Matamoras,  cleared  for  Havana. 

When  sighted  she  was  about  14  miles  from  Pass  Cavallo  light-house, 
standing  in  for  the  land.  She  shortly  after  changed  her  course,  first 
to  S.  and  W.  S.,  then  tacked  to  N.  and  E.  S.,  and  stood  on  this  course 
until  taken. 

At  3  p.  m.  we  started  in  chase  and  at  9:30  p.  m.  she  hove  to  and  I 
took  possession  of  her. 

During  the  chase,  I  fired  several  shells  at  her,  but  she  disregarded 
all  except  the  last.  I  send  her  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Miller. 

Her  cargo  consists  of  rope,  bagging,  and  liquors.  There  was  no 
other  vessel  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  _ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  K.  Benham, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Qomdg.  Second  Division  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


List  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  February  15 , 1865 . 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or 
station." 

5 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden. . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Geo.  Brown . 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Paddle  wheel . 

Aroostook . 

7 

Screw _ i . . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Jos.  S.  Skerrett  . . 

Do. 

Althea . 

1 

. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon . 

Mobile  Bay. 

Arkansas . 

5 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  David  Cate . 

Arthur . 

6 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stannard . 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Do. 

Anderson . 

8 

Actg.  Master  H.  Tibbits . 

Augusta  Dinsmore.. 

4 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Miner  B. Crowell 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Bienville . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Comdr.  J.  R.  M.  Mullanv . 

Do. 

Bloomer . 

2 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 

East  Pass. 

Buckthorn . 

2 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wash.  Godfrey. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Bohio . 

Brig . 

Actg.  Master  W.  M.  Stannard _ 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Cayuga . 

7 

Screw . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  11.  Wilson. . 

Chickasaw . 

4 

Ironclad . 

Mobile  Bay. 

Chocura . 

4 

Screw . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Meade,  jr. . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  A.  John¬ 
stone. 

Cornubia . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

New  Orleans. 

Carrabasset . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ezra  Leonard. . 

Berwick  Bay. 

Cowslip . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Corypheus . 

2 

Schooner  . 

Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  Wm. 
Stewart. 

Charlotte . 

2 

. do . 

Actg.  Master's  Mate  A.  Whiting. 

East  Pass. 

Estrella . 

5 

Paddle  wheel 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 

Elk . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Fearnot . 

5 

Ship . 

Fort  Gaines . 

4 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Actg.  Master  John  Hamilton _ 

WEST  GULP  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 
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List  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  February  15, 

1 865 — Continued . 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or 
station. 

Genesee . 

8 

Paddle  wheel . 

Gertrude _ 

8 

Screw . 

Glide . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Glasgow . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Hollyhock . 

3 

. do . 

Do 

Itasca . . . 

4 

Do 

Ida . 

1 

. do _ 

Jackson,  J.  P . 

6 

Paddle  wheel  . 

Jasmine . 

2 

Screw . 

Kanawha . 

4 

. do . 

Katahdin . 

7 

. do . 

Kineo . 

6 

. do . 

Do 

Kennebec . 

5 

Kickapoo . 

4 

Kittatinny . 

6 

Schooner . 

Kuhn,  J.  C. . . 

6 

Bark . 

Lackawanna . 

14 

Screw . 

Metacomet . . 

10 

Paddle  wheel  . 

Com  dr.  P.  Crosby . 

Monongahela . 

11 

Screw _ 

Do. 

Meteor” . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

M.  A.  Wood . 

3 

Schooner . 

Do. 

Milwaukee . 

4 

Ironclad . 

Do. 

New  London . 

5 

Screw . 

Nyanza . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Boutelle. . 

Mobile  Bay. 

Narcissus . 

1 

Screw . 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Octorara . 

10 

Paddle  wheel  . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  W.  Low . 

Mobile  Bay. 

Oneida . 

12 

Screw . 

New  Orleans. 

13 

. do . 

Coast  of  Texas. 

0  wasco . 

5 

_ do . 

Actg.  Vol .  Lieut.  L.W  .Pennington 

Pensacola  Bay. 

5 

. do . 

7 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  R.  Beers . 

Do. 

Penobscot . 

4 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  E.  K.  Benham  . 

Do. 

4 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Henry  Erben . 

Do. 

Pink 

3 

Actg.  Master  Sam.  Belden . 

Mobile  Bay. 

10 

Paddle  wheel  . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  Gherardi . 

New  Orleans. 

7 

Screw . 

Comdr.  M.  B.  Woolsey . 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Pocahontas . 

6 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  M.  Gamble  ... 

New  Orleans. 

6 

Ship . 

Actg.  Master  O.  Colburn . 

South  West  Pass. 

18 

. do . 

Comdr.  L.  C.  Sartori . 

New  Orleans. 

42 

. do . 

Comdr.  Alex.  Gibson . 

Pensacola  Bay. 

22 

Screw . 

Capt.  Theo.  P.  Greene . 

Mobile  Bay. 

6 

Actg.  Master  N.  M.  Dyer . 

Mississippi  Sound. 

2 

Screw . 

Actg.  EnsignW.  D.  Maddocks... 

Do.*  * 

4 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  .1.  W.  Magune . . 

Mobile  Bay. 

Sebago . . . 

10 

Paddle  wheel  . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony.. 

Do. 

4 

. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  L.  R.  Vance . 

New  Orleans. 

9 

Screw . 

Comdr.  A.  G.  Clary . 

Rio  Grande. 

Stockdale . 

6 

Stem  wheel . . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  Edwards _ 

Mobile  Bay. 

1 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut,  and  Pilot  M. 

Do. 

Freeman. 

6 

Stern  wheel . . . 

Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin . 

Do. 

Tritonia . 

i 

Paddle  wheel  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin  . . . 

Do. 

7 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  II.  Brown  . . . 

Coast  of  Texas. 

10 

Ship . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  M’Gloin. . . 

Ship  Island. 

Winnebago . 

4 

Ironclad . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  A.  Kirkland. . . 

Mobile  Bay. 

Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  regarding  a  temporary  transfer  of 
vessels. 

Mound  City,  February  16,  1865. 

Commodore:  I  have  to-day  dispatched  the  ironclads  Cincinnati 
and  Osage  to  report  to  you,  to  be  accompanied  by  four  light-drafts. 
The  turret  machinery  of  the  Osage,  in  which  there  was  some  defect, 
has  just  been  repaired  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  chief  engineers  of  the 
yard  and  the  vessel  and  to  her  commanding  officer.  With  careful 
usage  I  suppose  it  will  stand.  The  sister  ironclad,  the  Neosho,  which 
I  had  designed  sending,  I  found  on  my  arrival  here  was  so  much  out 
of  repair  that  it  was  impossible  to  prepare  her  for  service  in  time;  she 
was  drooping  5  or  6  inches  at  each  end,  and  her  deck  beams  had 
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settled  over  her  boilers  and  were  charred.  I  have  therefore  substi¬ 
tuted  the  Cincinnati,  recently  rebuilt  and  repaired,  and  which  is  an 
efficient  vessel,  except  that  her  boilers  are  somewhat  out  of  repair. 
Her  commanding  officer  and  chief  engineer  are  disposed  to  complain 
of  this  defect,  which  you  can  have  repaired,  and  which  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  of  a  nature  to  prevent  her  performing  service.  I  expected  to 
find  her  repaired  on  my  return  here,  but  she  has  been  in  quarantine 
with  smallpox  on  board  during  my  entire  absence,  and  was  only 
released  yesterday,  fifteen  days  having  then  elapsed  since  the  last 
case  of  the  disease.  As  she  was  my  flagship  for  some  time  in  the 
Cumberland,  with  her  boiler  as  weak  as  it  now  is,  and  with  smallpox 
then  on  board,  her  efficiency  can  not  be  considered  materially  im¬ 
paired.  I  had  no  other  light-draft  ironclad  whose  condition  was  not 
much  worse  than  that  of  the  Neosho  or  Cincinnati,  and  I  have  sent 
you  the  very  best  I  had.  I  think  with  good  management  they  will 
render  good  service.  The  tinclads  are  loaned  from  the  squadron  at 
this  time  with  considerable  inconvenience,  as  vigilance  and  a  strong 
force  are  required  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  additional  troops  by  the 
enemy.  I  request,  therefore,  that  they  may  be  returned  as  soon  as 
their  services  can  be  dispensed  with.  I  recall  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  none  of  these  vessels  are  provided  with  condensers  or  water 
tanks,  having  been  designed  to  operate  in  inland  waters  only. 

Wishing  you  entire  success  in  the  forthcoming  operations  in  your 
squadron, 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P .  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer,  or 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  T Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General 
Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  transfer  of  vessels  for  cooperation  with 
the  Army. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Mound  City,  February  16,  1865. 

(Received  28th.) 

General:  I  have  sent  to-day  to  New  Orleans  the  light-draft  iron¬ 
clads  Osage  and  Cincinnati,  with  four  tinclads,  to  report  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Palmer.  These  ironclads  are  the  very  best  I  had.  All  of  the 
few  others  are  in  such  very  bad  condition  as  to  be  wholly  useless  in 
your  operations.  I  trust  that  these  vessels  and  the  four  monitors 
previously  sent  frorti  this  squadron  may  cooperate  efficiently  with 
your  forces,  and  that  the  entire  movement  may  be  a  grand  success. 
I  have  to  regret,  however,  that  your  operations  were  not,  as  I  hoped 
they  would  be,  within  my  limits. 

Very  respectfully  and  faithfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Low,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  information 
obtained  from  refugees  regarding  affairs  in  the  vicinity  of  Mobile. 

,  U.  S.  Gunboat  Octorara, 

Off  Mobile,  [Ala.],  February  16,  1865. 
Sir:  On  sounding  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Blakely  River  last  even¬ 
ing,  we  found  7  feet  of  water  on  the  ridge  of  black  sand,  about  100 
yards  in  width,  that  forms  the  shoalest  part.  The  water  gradually 
deepened  each  way  from  this  ridge.  The  tide  was  not  as  full  as  it 
generally  is  after  a  strong  southerly  wind  or  a  blow  from  that  quarter, 
but  there  was  more  water  than  there  is  ordinarily.  I  will  send  a 
boat  in  again  this  evening,  as,  probably,  if  this  wind  continues,  there 
will  be  more  water  still.  Nine  refugees,  one  a  deserter  from  the 
Second  Louisiana  Heavy  Artillerjq  came  off  to  the  Sciota  last  night. 
They  bring  but  little  news,  having  lost  the  newspapers  they  had. 
They  state  that  General  Cheatham,  with  his  division,  is  at  Pollard; 
that  General  Gibson,  with  about  4,000  of  the  Tennessee  army,  is  at 
Mobile,  and  in  addition  about  the  same  number  of  militia;  that  there 
are  few  troops  on  the  eastern  shore,  only  pickets;  that  General  Gibson 
has  command  at  Mobile,  under  Maury;  that  the  remnants  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  (Hood’s)  army  had  gone  to  Montgomery;  that  the  number 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  battles  in  Tennessee  amounted  to  15,000 
men.  This  deserter  thinks  that  not  more  than  5,000  went  to  Mont¬ 
gomery,  there  being  a  great  many  sick  and  disabled  yet  at  Tupelo. 
They  state  that  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  is  opened  again  as  far 
as  West  Point,  and  the  Montgomery  road  to  that  place.  One  of  the 
refugees,  a  very  intelligent  mulatto,  thinks  that  Hood’s  army  did  not 
stop  at  Montgomery,  but  proceeded  to  Augusta.  He  thinks  that 
there  are  no  troops  on  the  eastern  shore  but  Colonel  Maury’s  com¬ 
mand;  McCulloch  and  his  command,  some  2,500  men,  being  upon  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  at  Citronelle,  32  miles  from  Mobile.  One 
of  the  refugees  says  that  a  torpedo  boat  was  launched  at  Mobile  the 
day  before  yesterday.  From  his  description,  I  judge  it  to  be  one 
similar  to  that  upon  the  eastern  shore.  He  says  also  that  the  tor- 

Eedo  battery,  the  heavy  wooden  framework  with  torpedos  attached, 
as  been  placed  in  the  Spanish  River,  but  I  think  it  doubtful  if  it 
would  be  put  in  the  channel  way  that  is  so  much  used  by  the  rebel 
gunboats.  I  send  down  the  Ida.  She  requires  one  or  two  smooth¬ 
bore  howitzers  and  a  supply  of  small  arms  if  she  is  to  be  employed 
upon  picket  duty.  The  Sciota  has  coal  for  four  or  five  days  only. 
These  men  say  that  the  rebels  are  building  a  water  battery  at  Choctaw 
Point.  The  deserter  reports  also  that  the  line  of  works  outside  of 
Mobile  is  unfinished  and  that  there  are  few  guns  mounted  upon  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Low, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Captain  T.  P.  Greene, 

Commanding  First  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  character  of  consular  officer  at  Matamoras,  Mexico. 

No.  89.]  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  letter  addressed 
to  me  by  the  commanding  officer  at  the  Texas  blockade  (Captain 
Emmons)  in  reference  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Mata¬ 
moras,  as  I  think  it  right  that  the  Government  should  be  aware  of  the 
sort  of  representative  we  have  had  at  that  port. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna, 

Brazos,  February  18,  1865. 

Commodore:  I  have  but  lately  touched  here  on  a  trip  of  observa¬ 
tion  and  to  communicate  with  Commander  Clary,  of  the  Seminole. 

From  the  latter  I  learn  that  our  consul  is  in  trouble,  gotten  up,  I 
presume,  by  the  rebel  mob  congregating  at  Matamoras.  He  is  now 
on  his  way  out  of  this  pass  in  an  army  transport,  having  been  ordered 
out  of  Matamoras,  I  am  told,  by  the  commanding  officer  in  charge  of 
the  French  forces  there. 

Commander  Clary  saw  him  on  shore  this  morning  surrounded  by  a 
suspicious  class  of  rebel  refugees  which,  I  understand,  he  is  taking 
out  of  the  country  with  him,  and  so  much  under  the  influence  of 
liquor  that  he  came  off  disgusted  and  reported  the  facts. 

It  is  lamentable  that  at  a  place  of  so  much  importance  (some  fifty 
sail  trading  there  all  the  time),  and  at  this  particular  time,  that  we 
have  not  a  better  representative  on  shore  to  look  after  our  interests. 
I  will  go  down  to  the  Rio  Grande  this  afternoon,  see  what  I  can  learn, 
and,  if  necessary,  communicate  with  the  authorities  on  shore.  I  shall 
then  return  to  Galveston.  *  *  * 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Destruction  of  Confederate  schooner  Anna  Dale,  in  Pass  Cavallo,  by 
boat  expedition  from  TJ.  S.  S.  Pinola,  February  18,  1865. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Portsmouth, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  March  5,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  for  the  action  of  the 
Department  the  reports  of  Captain  Emmons,  commanding  Second 
Division  (marked  No.  1);  Lieutenant-Commander  Erben  and  Acting 
Ensign  James  W.  Brown,  of  the  Pinola  (marked  Nos.  2  and  3),  of  the 
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capture  and  subsequent  destruction  of  the  armed  rebel  schooner 
Anna  Dale,  in  Pass  Cavallo,  Texas,  on  the  night  of  the  18th  ultimo. 

I  have  commended  Acting  Ensign  James  W.  Brown  and  the  officers 
and  men  engaged  on  the  expedition  for  the  energy  and  zeal  displayed 
by  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S. 

Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna, 
Galveston,  Tex.,  February  22,  1865. 

Commodore:  I  forward  you  with  this  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Erben,  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Pinola,  and  of  the  officer  in 
charge  of  a  boat  expedition,  which,  like  several  previous  ones  impro¬ 
vised  in  this  division,  proved  a  complete  success  to  the  extent  of 
cutting  out  and  destroying  the  armed  rebel  schooner  Anna  Dale, 
which,  it  will  be  seen,  was  only  waiting  an  addition  to  her  crew  to 
put  to  sea  from  Pass  Cavallo  to  prey  upon  our  commerce. 

I  will  forward  the  prisoners  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  master,  Joseph  F.  Stevenson,  surrendered  to  the  boarding 
officer  as  a  lieutenant  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  and  subsequently, 
when  questioned,  said  he  was  a  master  in  the  same  service,  but  could 
show  no  evidence  of  rank  or  authority.  He  and  his  crew,  I  think, 
are  fit  subjects  for  hard  labor  at  the  Dry  Tortugas  for  the  remainder 
of  this  war  at  least,  of  course  if  time  enough  be  given.  As  in  the 
case  of  other  lawless  acts  on  our  Northern  border,  the  rebel  President 
or  his  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  endorse  this  fellow  and  all  of  his 
acts  so  long  as  they  are  aimed  against  our  flag  or  country. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain,  Commanding  2d  Div.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Erben,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pinola. 

U.  S.  S.  Pinola, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Texas,  February  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  rebel  armed  schooner  Anna  Date  in  Pass  Cavallo  last 
evening  by  the  boats  of  this  vessel: 

Having  observed  for  several  days  a  schooner  inside  the  pass,  evi¬ 
dently  intending  to  run  out  when  the  wind  favored,  on  the  evenings 
of  the  16th  and  17th  I  sent  in  picket  boats  to  watch  her,  but  the  sea 
was  too  rough  on  the  bar  for  the  boats  to  cross  or  the  schooner  to  get 
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out.  Last  evening,  the  sea  being  very  smooth,  with  wind  at  E.  N.  E., 
I  sent  in  the  gig  and  third  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  James 
W.  Brown,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  John  Kosling  in  third  cutter,  to 
bring  out  the  schooner  or  destroy  her.  The  boats  returned  to  the 
ship  this  morning  at  4  o’clock,  bringing  9  prisoners  and  12-pounder 
Dahlgren  howitzer,  some  small  arms,  and  one  large  boat.  Mr.  Brown 
reports  finding  the  schooner  fast  to  a  wharf  and  very  close  under  a 
battery.  She  had  a  pivot  gun  mounted,  and  everything  showed  her 
to  be  a  privateer;  lights  were  seen  in  the  battery,  and  men  heard 
talking.  Mr.  Brown  made  his  arrangements,  waited  until  all  was 
quiet,  and  then  pulled  alongside  to  board  her.  His  men  jumped  on 
board,  seized  everyone  found,  and  sent  them  below;  the  fasts  were 
then  cut,  and  the  vessel  drifted  into  the  stream;  sail  was  made  and 
everything  done  to  bring  her  out,  but  she  grounded.  It  was  then 
determined  to  destroy  her.  The  prisoners,  with  their  baggage,  were 
put  in  one  of  the  schooner’s  boats,  with  some  small  arms;  the  gun 
was  dismounted  and  stuck  in  the  same  boat ;  turpentine,  with  which 
the  boats  were  furnished,  was  spread  around  and  fired,  and  the 
schooner  destroyed. 

Mr.  Brown  reports  the  Anna  Dale  as  of  about  70  tons,  regularly 
fitted  out  as  a  cruiser,  full  of  provisions,  and  well  supplied  with  arms 
and  ammunition.  She  was  commanded  by  a  person  calling  himself 
Joseph  F.  Stevenson,  whom  I  have  prisoner;  he  surrendered  himself 
as  a  lieutenant,  but  tells  me  he  is  a  sailing  master  in  the  Confederate 
service.  He  says  he  expected  25  men  at  sunset  to  fill  up  his  comple¬ 
ment,  and  that  had  they  been  there  we  never  would  have  taken  his 
vessel.  He  expresses  great  surprise  that  our  boats  were  not  fired  into 
by  the  battery,  only  a  few  yards  off,  and  having  two  or  three  guns  and 
100  men.  The  Anna  Dale  was  quite  fast,  and,  had  she  got  out,  I 
think,  would  have  done  considerable  damage.  The  howitzer  cap¬ 
tured  is  the  same  captured  on  board  the  schooner  Velocity. 

I  have  to  express  my  high  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  both  officers 
and  men.  The  success  of  the  expedition,  and  without  loss,  is  due  to 
the  intelligence  and  promptness  of  Acting  Ensign  Brown,  whom  I 
recommend  as  an  efficient  and  trustworthy  officer.  Mr.  Brown 
speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  coolness  and  good  conduct  of  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mate  John  Rosling.  The  conduct  of  Boatswain’s  Mate  James 
Brown  and  Quartermaster  Burton  Bunker  entitles  them  to  special 
mention. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Brown ;  also  list  of  the  names 
of  prisoners  and  of  arms  paptured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Erben,  Jr., 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Captain  George  F.  Emmons, 

Comdg.  1st  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron,  Galveston,  Tex. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Pinola,  February  19,  1865. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your 
instructions  I  proceeded  last  night  in  command  of  the  boat  expedition, 
consisting  of  the  gig  and  third  cutter,  manned  by  volunteer  crews  of 
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14  men  in  all,  the  latter  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  John 
Rosling,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  or  destroying  the  schooner  seen 
for  several  days  past  lying  near  the  entrance  to  Matagorda  Bay, 
awaiting,  as  was  supposed,  a  favorable  wind  for  running  out. 

I  left  the  ship  at  6:45  p.  m.  and  steered  in  a  W.  S.  W.  course  for 
the  entrance  to  the  channel  over  the  bar,  some  2  miles  distant  from 
our  station,  passing  which  I  continued  on  in  the  direction  I  judged 
the  vessel  to  be,  sounding  as  I  went,  to  obtain  if  possible  sufficient 
information  in  regard  to  the  channel  to  enable  me  to  get  her  out  if 
captured. 

After  putting  about  4  miles,  following  the  line  of  the  beach,  we 
came  to  the  entrance  of  a  bayou  guarded  by  an  earthwork  or  battery, 
which  we  passed  within  100  yards  without  causing  any  alarm,  and  at 
last  discovered  the  vessel  made  fast  to  a  wharf  a  half  mile  farther  up 
the  bayou  and  under  the  guns  of  another  smaller  battery  of  howitzers. 

A  careful  reconnoissance  satisfied  me  that  the  darkness  of  the 
night  and  the  strict  silence  we  observed  had  prevented  the  discovery 
of  our  approach.  I  determined  to  board  the  vessel  at  once  and  made 
my  arrangements  accordingly.  At  10  p.  m.  this  was  accomplished 
without  difficulty  or  disaster,  and  we  found  her  to  be  a  Confederate 
armed  schooner  of  about  70  tons,  called  the  Anna  Dale ,  having  a 
12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzer  mounted  on  pivot  and  well  provided 
with  small  arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  etc.,  and  alongside  of  her 
four  or  five  launches  or  large-sized  boats,  several  of  which  were  fitted 
with  apparatus. having  the  appearance  of  being  intended  for  use  in 
torpedo  operations.  The  officer  in  command  of  this  schooner,  calling 
himself  Lieutenant  Joseph  F.  Stevenson,  of  the  C.  S.  Navy,  finding 
his  deck  in  our  possession,  surrendered  her  at  once,  with  himself 
and  crew  of  8  men  as  prisoners,  this  number  being  all  that  were  on 
board,  although  he  informed  me  there  were  25  more  expected  to  join 
him  last  night. 

I  then  got  the  vessel  underway,  hoping  to  bring  her  out  safely  over 
the  bar,  but  had  not  proceeded  far  when,  owing  to  the  darkness  and 
my  limited  means  of  information  in  regard  to  the  channel,  she 
grounded  in  close  proximity  to  the  battery  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bayou,  and  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  destroy  her.  I  then  dismounted 
the  howitzer  and  placed  it,  together  with  10  rifles  and  shotguns 
captured,  in  one  of  the  launches  and  disposed  of  the  prisoners  among 
our  own  two  boats;  set  fire  to  the  vessel  and,  after  waiting  to  see  the 
fire  well  under  way,  took  the  launch  in  tow,  passed  the  battery  again 
without  discovery,  and  returned  to  the  ship  at  4  o’clock  this  morning. 

Before  closing  this  report,  however,  permit  me  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  prompt  and  efficient  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Rosling,  whose 
valuable  assistance  is  worthy  of  favorable  mention;  also  to  add  a 
word  in  commendation  of  the  praiseworthy  example  and  efforts  of 
Boatswain’s  Mate  James  Brown  and  Quartermaster  Burton  Bunker, 
and  of  the  good  conduct,  strict  observance  of  orders,  and  coolness  of 
the  men  generally  composing  the  boats’  crews. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Brown, 

Acting  Ensign,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  Erben,  Jr., 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Pinola. 
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Letter  from  the  commanding  Mexican  general  at  Matamoras  to  the 

senior  naval  officer  of  the  United  States  off  that  place,  regarding  the 

suspension  of  functions  of  the  U.  S.  consul. 

[Translation.] 

Matamoras,  February  19,  1865. 

Command  ante:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  official  dispatch  having  reference  to  the  suspension  of  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  Matamoras  by  authority 
emanating  from  myself. 

You  desire  to  know  if  this  disposition  will  affect  American  residents 
of  this  place  engaged  in  commercial  or  any  other  class  of  trade  per¬ 
mitted  by  peaceful  laws. 

Now,  the  truth  is  that  these  matters  appertain  to  the  respective 
Governments,  and  I  beg  you  not  to  believe  the  false  information  you 
have  received  in  regard  to  them. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  given  to  the  political  prefectos  the 
power  to  revise  the  exequatur  conceded  to  the  consular  agents  of  all 
countries  in  the  exercise  of  their  respective  functions. 

I  have  written  an  order  to  Senor  Don  E.  D.  Etchison,  to  whom  it 
appears  to  be  indispensably  requisite  for  him  to  suspend  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

I  have  directed  the  prefecture  to  furnish  him  with  his  passports  to 
return  to  the  United  States. 

In  so  much  as  the  American  citizens  residing  in  the ‘Empire  carry  on 
considerable  trade,  actual  disputes  will  occasionally  arise  with  other 
nations,  and  the  general  order  applies  equally  to  all  foreign  consuls. 

Accept,  senior  commandante,  the  assurances  of  my  high  apprecia¬ 
tion. 

Henry  Mejij, 

Commanding  General  of  New  Leon, 
Cohahuila  and  Tampas  [Tamaulipas]. 

Senior  Officer  of  the  Naval  Forces  of  the  Northern  States  on  the 
Coast  of  Texas. 

[Received  by  Captain  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Lackawanna.  Transmitted  to  Navy  Department  by  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  March  16,  1865. — Compiler.] 


Letter  from  Lieutenant- Commander  Franklin,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- 
General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  referring  to  the  nonarrival  of  vessels 
coming  from  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  other  matters. 

U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  Iff  Canal  street,  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  20,  1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  this  date.  One  of  our  supply  vessels  will  go  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Grande  upon  the  arrival  of 'the  mail  from  the  North,  which 
we  shall  be  happy  to  place  at  your  disposition.  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  the  monitors  or  tinclads  from  up  river,  though  I  have 
telegraphed  several  times  to  be  informed  when  they  passed  Morganza 
or  Baton  Rouge,  without  having  elicited  a  reply.  Acting  Admiral 
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Thatcher  has  arrived  in  Pensacola,  and  will  probably  be  here  in  a 
few  days.  I  learned  this  in  a  letter  from  the  commodore  to-day. 
I  think  the  latter  will  also  be  here  in  a  few  days.  I  shall  not  send 
the  Arizona,  the  flagship,  to  Mobile  Bay  until  I  hear  further  from 
him.  I  had  intended  going  in  her  myself  to-morrow,  but  shall  now 
wait. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Franklin, 

*  Fleet  Captain  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Major-General  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing 

his  arrival  in  Mobile  Bay  for  the  command,  of  the  West  Gulf 

Squadron. 

No.  1.]  U.  S.  Supply  Steamer  Circassian, 

Mobile  Bay,  February  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived 
here  in  this  vessel,  via  Key  West  and  Pensacola,  on  the  19th  instant, 
where  P  found  Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer  in  command,  who  reports 
that  the  two  ironclads  from  Rear-Admiral  Lee’s  squadron  have  not 
yet  reached  New  Orleans.  I  learn  from  General  Granger,  com¬ 
manding  the  troops  at  this  point,  that  General  Canby  remains  at 
New  Orleans  awaiting  the  arrival  of  troops.  I  shall  proceed  do  that 
port  and  inform  myself  of  his  plans  and  intentions  and  arrange  the 
available  part  of  this  squadron  with  a  view  to  cooperation  with  the 
land  forces  under  his  command. 

Two  of  the  vessels  ordered  to  this  station  from  Admiral  Porter’s 
command  have  arrived,  viz,  the  Fort  Jackson,  Captain  Sands,  and 
the  Quaker  City,  Commander  Spicer,  and  they  will  be  immediately 
dispatched  to  the  cruising  ground  assigned  them  by  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 
Commodore,  Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  the 

West  Gulf  Squadron. 

No.  87.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  February  21,  1865. 

Sir:  Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher  arrived  here  yesterday, 
and  I  shall  turn  over  the  command  of  this  squadron  to  him  the  day 
after  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Palmer ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  arrival  of 
steamers  for  the  Texas  blockade. 

No.  88.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  February  21,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  steamers 
Fort  Jackson  and  Quaker  City  for  the  Texas  blockade.  At  least  six 
more  vessels  can  be  there  efficiently  employed. 

Blockade  runners,  since  the  occupation  of  t^ie  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 
River,  are  rapidly  turning  their  attention  to  the  Texas  coast. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Com  manding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 

General  Grant  has  information  which  induces  him  to  believe  that 
the  French  rebel  rams  are  to  be  directed  against  Mobile  F^arbor,  and 
that  orders  have  been  sent  from  Richmond  to  Mobile  to  hold  that 
place  in  anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  these  vessels.  Notice  should  be 
given  to  the  admiral,  and  measures  taken  accordingly. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major-General  Canby, 

New  Orleans. 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the .  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  February  2Jj,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  is  of  opinion  that  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher 
and  Charleston  will  enable  it  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Navy. 

You  will  therefore  send  North  such  purchased  vessels  as  appear 
by  surveys  to  require  very  extensive  repairs  and  such  as  are,  in  your 
opinion,  the  most  inefficient,  and  all  those  no  longer  required. 

These  will  probabty  be  sold  or  ]aid  up.  You  will  also  send  home 
any  stores  that  are  not  required.  Further  requisitions  must  be  care¬ 
fully  examined  before  approval,  and  the  commanders  of  squadrons 
are  expected  to  use  every  possible  exertion  and  care  to  reduce  the 
expenses  of  their  squadrons. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dean,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Gertrude,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  Mexican  hrig  Eco. 


U.  S.  S.  Gertrude, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  2Jh  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  19th  instant,  at  3:30 
p.  m.,  discovered  a  strange  sail  bearing  N.  E.  by  N.  and  about  7  miles 
from  shore;  immediately  got  underway  and  gave  chase.  At  4:30 
p.  m.  spoke  hermaphrodite  brig  Eco,  with  Mexican  ensign  flying  at 
the  main,  from  Vera  Cruz,  said  to  be  bound  to  New  Orleans.  Sent 
on  board  Acting  Ensign  William  Shepherd.  He  returned  at  5  p.  m. 
and  reported  her  as  suspicious,  her  cargo  consisting  of  bags  of  coffee, 
rice,  sugar,  and  a  lot  of  jute  rope,  such  as  used  for  baling  cotton, 
apparently,  with  skids  laid  on  floor  of  vessel  for  the  purpose  of 
stowing  cotton. 

In  examining  her  log  book,  found  the  words  “New  York”  were 
erased  and  “New  Orleans”  substituted,  which  alteration  apparently 
was  just  made. 

According  to  her  log  she  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  11th  instant,  and 
by  latitude  and  longitude  taken  from  log  book,  and  the  various 
courses  worked  up,  both  by  observation  and  dead  reckoning,  by 
marking  her  track  as  per  course  by  log  on  our  chart,  we  find  that 
she  has  steered  nearly  a  direct  course  for  Galveston,  and  was  standing 
offshore,  making  to  the  southward  and  westward  when  first  dis¬ 
covered. 

Under  the  foregoing  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  take  charge  of  said  vessel  and  send  her  to  port  for  adjudi¬ 
cation. 

Her  papers  are  all  made  out  in  Mexican  dialect.  Enclosed  please 

find  inventory  of  log  book  and  papers  as  sent  to  Judge - ,  of 

United  States  district  court  in  New  Orleans. 

The  U.  S.  steamers  Princess  Royal  and  Kanawha  were  within  signal 
distance  at  the  time  of  said  seizure. 

I  have  sent  Acting  Ensign  William  Shepherd  in  charge  of  said 
vessel  to  New  Orleans,  to  report  to  Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer,' com¬ 
manding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  for  further  orders. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  C.  Dean, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Endorsement.] 


The  papers  of  this  vessel  appear  to  be  regular,  with  the  exception 
of  not  specifying  who  are  the  passengers,  but  ber  course  was  such 
after  leaving' Vera  Cruz,  and  when  seen  off  this  port,  together  with 
the  known  currents  and  winds,  and  a  cargo  suited  to  the  rebel 
market,  that  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  place  on  board  a  prize 
crew,  to  assist  her  to  her  pretended  port,  and  consigned  her  to  the 
United  States  district  judge  at  New  Orleans. 


Respectfully,  etc., 

Commanding 


Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Second  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Gertrude, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  2J+,  1865. 
Sir:  The  following  is  an  inventory  of  papers  found  on  board  Mexi¬ 
can  brig  Eco:  Vessel’s  register;  bill  of  health;  clearance;  manifest; 
an  unsealed  letter,  directed  to  New  Orleans;  log  book. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

Benj.  C.  Dean, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,- 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Captain  Greene,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Crosby,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  for  a  survey  of  “  Deep  Hole,” 
Mobile  Bay. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  February  2 If.,  1865. 

Captain.  The  admiral  wishes  to  have  the  spot  known  as  “Deep 
Hole”  so  marked  out,  by  taking  bearings  of  prominent  points  and 
objects,  that  the  army  will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  it  when  they 
are  ready  to  land  their  forces,  which  will  be  within  a  few*  days. 
Please  have  it  done  as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  me  the  result. 
Very  respectfully, 


Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain,  Commanding  First  division  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Commander  Peirce  Crosby, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Wells,  U.  S. 
Navy,  for  duty  in  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  February  25,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Trefoil  off  Mobile  and  report  to 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  or  the  senior  commanding 
officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Master  C.  C.  Welds, 

^  ^ubrfdKPffnding  U.  S.  S.  Trefoil,  Boston. 
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Boat  expedition  for  the  destruction  of  Confederate  steamer  near  Fort 
Point,  Tex.,  February  25,  1865. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Wilson,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Acting 

Ensign  Roberts,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cayuga, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  herewith  forward  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Morris,  in 
charge  of  the  boat  sent  from  this  vessel  last  night  to  assist  in  destroy¬ 
ing  the  rebel  steamer  on  shore  near  Fort  Point. 

The  bright  lookout  kept  by  the  steamer  prevented  the  success  of 
the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Wilson, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Comdg.  2d  Div.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  [Squad. \ ,  JJ.  S.  S.  Lackawanna. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  boat  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order 
I  left  this  vessel  at  6:15  p.  m.  of  the  25th  instant,  and  reported  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  Erben,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pinola, 
to  form  part  of  boat  expedition  under  command  of  Acting  Master 
Allen,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna,  to  destroy  a  steamer  on  shore  near 
Fort  Point.  The  expedition  left  the  Pinola  at  9: 15  p.  m.  of  the  25th 
instant  and  proceeded  toward  the  steamer,  and  arrived  within  15 
or  20  yards  of  her  when  we  were  hailed  with  “Who  comes  there?” 
at  the  same  time  receiving  a  volley  of  musketry  from  the  steamer, 
upon  which  we  turned  and  pulled  offshore,  exchanging  a  few  shots 
with  the  enemy,  and  deeming  it  impossible  to  accomplish  our  object. 
After  getting  out  of  range  of  musketry  we  were  fired  upon  from  the 
fort  with  artillery,  they  firing  four  shots  without  inflicting  any  dam¬ 
age,  more  than  one  musket  shot  through  the  clothing  of  James 
Bums,  coxswain  of  boat,  and  one  in  gunwale  of  boat,  arriving  on 
board  this  vessel  at  4  a.  m.  of  this  date. 

Very  respectfully,  Robert  Morris, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  Wilson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Rummell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  boats  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Pinola. 

U.  S.  S.  Pinola, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  26,  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  left  the  ship  last  night  at  9:15 
o’clock  with  the  gig  and  third  cutter,  the  latter  boat  in  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Brown,  and  in  company  with  a  boat  from  the 
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U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna  and  one  also  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga,  proceeded 
in  to  destroy  the  steamer  lying  ashore  near  Fort  Point. 

At  1:35  a.  m.  we  arrived  within  40  yards  of  the  steamer  when  we 
were  hailed  from  on  board  of  her  and  immediately  received  a  heavy 
volley  of  musketry,  both  from  the  steamer  and  a  party  on  the  beach. 
We  immediately  returned  fire  from  our  boats,  and  seeing  there  were 
a  large  number  of  men  on  board,  and  several  boats  alongside  filled 
with  armed  men,  and  finding  our  approach  discerned,  it  was  deemed 
prudent  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  expedition  to  withdraw.  On 
our  return  several  shots  were  fired  at  us  from  Fort  Magruder,  but 
did  us  no  damage,  and  we  arrived  on  board  ship  at  3  a.  m.  without 
having  met  with  any  casualties  whatever. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  V.  Rummell, 

,  Acting  Ensign,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  Erben,  Jr., 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pinola. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Allen,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition  and  boat  from  the 

TJ.  S.  S.  Lackawanna. 

U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  25th  instant  I  left  this  ship  at  7  p.  m.  in  first  cutter,  manned  by 
14  men,  proceeded  alongside  the  U.  S.  S.  Pinola,  where  we  were 
joined  by  the  second  and  third  cutters  from  that  ship  and  also  the 
first  cutter  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga.  9:30  proceeded  inshore  with 
muffled  oars,  reconnoitering  the  while,  and  finding  the  approaches 
to  Galveston  Harbor  clear.  1 :  30  a.  m.  Fort  Point  bearing  southeast, 
distant  half  mile,  formed  the  boats  in  two  columns  and  headed 
directly  for  the  steamer,  she  being  beached  on  the  point  and  about 
40  rods  eastward  of  the  fort.  When  within  20  paces  of  the  steamer, 
was  hailed  from  the  forecastle  with  “  What  boat  is  that  ?  ”  Receiving 
no  reply  they  immediately  opened  upon  us  with  rifles,  both  from 
steamer  and  beach,  firing,  I  should  judge,  upward  of  200  rounds. 
Fort  Magruder  also  opened  upon  us,  firing  1  shell  and  3  shots. 
Hauled  off  and  consulted  with  officers  in  charge  of  boats,  and 
concluded  to  return  to  ship,  it  being  deemed  impracticable  to  board 
and  destroy  steamer. 

I  would  also  mention  that  the  only  casualties,  so  far  as  I  could 
learn,  were  three  men  slightly  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Allen, 

Acting  Master. 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Lackawanna,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Gill,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  survey  of  “  Deep 
Hole ”  Bay,  mouth  of  Blakely  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  February  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your 
instructions  I  proceeded  to  Blakely  River  bar  on  the  night  of  the  25th 
ultimo  in  company  with  the  pilot  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Octorara,  and 
thoroughly  sounded  across  the  bar,  taking  the  soundings  in  different 
places,  and  foimd  7  feet  water  on  the  bar.  Crossing  the  bar,  proceeded 
up  the  river  toward  Spanish  Battery  and  took  soundings  all  the 
way,  to  within  400  yards  of  the  battery  and  about  that  distance  from 
along  the  beach,  and  found  from  to  3  fathoms  water  in  the  main 
channel  and  in  the  bay  called  “Deep  Hole.” 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chris.  C.  Gill, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet. 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Metacomet. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Benham,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
destruction  of  schooners  Mary  Agnes  and  Louisa  at  Aransas  Pass. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Penobscot, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  27,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  destruction  of  the  schooners 
Mary  Agnes  and  Louisa  at  Aransas  Pass.  I  chased  these  vessels 
ashore  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  and  on  the  18th  sent  boats  in  and 
set  them  on  fire,  having,  however,  previously  sunk  them  with  shells, 
though  in  shallow  water.  Their  cargoes  consisted  of  baggage,  cord¬ 
age,  wines,  crockery,  etc.,  only  a  few  packages  of  which  had  been 
removed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  K.  Benham, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Captain  George  F.  Emmons, 

Commanding  Second  Division  1 Vest  Gulf 

Blockading  Squadron,  TJ.  S.  S.  Lackawanna. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  urging  a  reduction  of  expenditures. 

Navy  Department,  February  28,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  feels  concerned  at  the  very  great  expenses 
incurred  in  the  repair  of  naval  vessels  and  for  other  purposes  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Navy  at  New  Orleans.  Economy  in  every  branch 
should  be  practiced,  and  there  should  be  no  expenditure  that  can  be 
avoided.  Please  enquire  thoroughly  into  the  system  now  practiced 
and  report  whether,  and  if  so,  in  what  way,  it  can  be  improved,  so 
that  the  expenditures  can  be  reduced. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  arrival  of 
the  TJ.  S.  S.  Osage  from  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

No.  95.]  New  Orleans,  La.,  February  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S. 
ironclad  Osage  arrived  from  the  Mississippi  Squadron  on  the  23d 
instant  and  will  be  ready  for  service  in  Mobile  Bay  in  a  week. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  on  the 
condition  of  vessels  transferred  from  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

No.  90.]  New  Orleans,  February  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  to  the  Department  a 
report  of  the  fleet  engineer  of  this  squadron  on  the  condition  of  the 
vessels  sent  down  by  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  for  service  in  Mobile 
Bay. 

On  examination  I  find  that  it  will  take  so  much  time  and  expense 
to  put  the  four  tinclads  in  order  to  send  them  around  by  sea  that  I 
have  decided  to  return  them  at  once  to  their  stations  in  the  river. 

I  shall  repair  the  boilers  of  the  Cincinnati,  in  hopes  of  getting  her 
ready  in  time  to  be  useful. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

I  concur  with  Commodore  Palmer  in  relation  to  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  the  vessels  named  in  the  foregoing  letter. 

o  o 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

[Enclosure.] 

West  Gulf  Squadron,  Engineers’  Department, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  examined  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Cincinnati, ^  Marmora,  Siren,  and  Peri,  lately  arrived  at  this 
port  from  the  Mississippi  Squadron  for  service  in  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

The  Cincinnati  is  a  casemated  vessel  with  a  recessed  wheel;  draws, 
when  deep  loaded,  about  8  feet  of  water.  The  boilers  of  this  vessel 
have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  in  a  very  bad  condition,  requiring 
at  least  two  weeks’  work  with  a  large  gang  of  men  to  put  her  in  an 
efficient  condition. 
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In  my  opinion  she  is  totally  unfitted  for  the  service  required  in 
Mobile  Bay,  her  side  armor  plating  being  about  1  inch  and  the  for¬ 
ward  plates  3  inches  thick,  to  say  nothing  of  her  draft  of  water. 

The  Marmora ,  Naiad,  Siren,  and  Pen  are  of  the  class  known  as 
tinclads. 

The  first-named  vessel,  I  am  informed,  has  been  in  active  service 
for  twenty-eight  months  consecutively;  her  hull  seems  to  be  broken 
in  two  places,  and  will  require  extensive  repairs  and  alterations  before 
she  can  be  made  efficient  for  outside  service. 

The  Naiad,  Siren,  and  Peri  are  in  somewhat  better  condition,  but 
in  either  case,  to  make  them  serviceable  for  use  in  our  fleet,  extensive 
repairs,  alterations,  and  adjustments  will  have  to  be  made. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done 
without  interfering  with  the  hurried  work  now  on  hand  that  the 
machinery,  boilers,  etc.,  of  these  vessels  be  put  in  a  condition  that  will 
admit  of  their  steaming  back  to  their  respective  stations  in  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


W.  H.  Shock, 

Fleet  Engineer  West  Gulf  Blocleading  Squadron. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Lee, 
U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  nonarrival  of  United  States  vessels  from 

the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  February  28,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  16th  instant,  informing  me  that  two  ironclads  and  four 
tinclads  have  been  ordered  by  you  to  report  to  Commander  Palmer. 
These  vessels  have  not  yet  arrived,  but  when  they  come  I  have  no 
doubt  that  their  service  will  realize  all  our  anticipations. 

The  late  severe  rains  in  this  region  have  interfered  very  materially 
with  the  movement  of  troops ;  it  is  now  bright  and  dry  weather,  and 
if  it  continues  so,  we  may  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  go  to  work,  with 
fair  prospects  of  good  results. 

Reports  recently  received  from  Mobile  concur  in  the  statement 
that  a  number  of  armed  launches  have  been  sent  in  the  direction  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  with  the  evident  design  of  interfering  with  shipping 
on  the  river,  or  perhaps  with  the  intention  of  covering  the  transfer 
of  rebel  troops  from  the  west  side  of  the  river.  I  have  given  due 
notice  to  divisional  commanders  of  your  squadron  between  Red 
River  and  Memphis. 

During  my  absence  I  have  authorized  Generals  Hurlbut  and  Dana 
to  approve  all  permits  and  safe  conducts,  which,  heretofore,  under 
general  orders  No.  80,  required  my  own  approval;  the  officers  of 
your  squadron  have  all  been  notified  accordingly. 

I  thank  you  for  your  hearty  cooperation  on  all  occasions,  and  for 
your  kind  wishes  for  our  success. 
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I  remain,  admiral,  with  high  esteem,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant, 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Mound  City,  III. 


Vessels  of  the  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  March  1,  1865. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Augusta  Dinsmore. . 

4 

Screw . 

5 

Screw . 

7 

Screw . 

1 

Screw . 

5 

Screw . 

6 

Bark . 

8 

Bark . 

Bienville . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Bloomer . 

2 

Stem  wheel. . . 

2 

Screw . 

0 

Brig . 

7 

Screw . 

4 

Ironclad . 

4 

Screw . 

13 

Ironclad . 

Comubia . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Carrabasset . 

6 

Stem  wheel . . . 

Cowslip . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Corypheus . 

2 

Schooner . 

2 

Estrella . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Elk . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

5 

Ship . 

Fort  Gaines . 

4 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Fort  Jackson . 

Genesee . 

8 

Paddle  wheel . 

Gertrude . 

8 

Screw . 

Glide . 

6 

Paddle  wheel . 

Glasgow . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Hollyhock . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Ida . 

1 

Screw . 

Itasca . 

4 

Paddle  wheel . 

6 

J.  P.  Jackson . 

6 

Paddle  wheel . 

2 

Kanawha . 

4 

Paddle  wheel . 

Katahdin . 

7 

Paddle  wheel . 

Kennebec . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Kickapoo . 

4 

Ironclad. . . . 

Kineo* . 

6 

Paddle  wheel . 

Lackawanna . 

14 

Screw  sloop. . . 

Milwaukee . 

4 

Ironclad. . . . 

Metacomet . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Meteor . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

Monongahela . 

11 

Screw. . . 

M.  A.  Wood . 

3 

New  London . 

5 

Screw . 

Nyanza . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

Narcissus . 

1 

Octorara . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Oneida . 

12 

Ossipee . 

13 

Osage . 

2 

0  wasco . 

5 

Screw . 

Pembina . 

5 

Screw. . .  . 

Penguin . 

7 

Penobscot . 

4 

Pinola . 

4 

Pink . 

3 

Pocahontas . 

■  6 

Screw . 

Port  Royal . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Princess  Royal . 

7 

Screw . 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  station. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  B.  Crowell. . . 
Aetg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden.. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  S.  Skerrett . 

Aetg.  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  David  Cate _ 

Actg.  Master!.  E.  Stannard _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  Tibbits . 

Comdr.  J.  R.  M.  Mullany . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  Godfrey  ... 

Actg.  Master  W.  M.  Stannard _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  Wilson . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  H.  Perkins _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Meade,  jr.. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jason  Goudy  . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  A.  Johnstone 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ezra  Leonard. . 

Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Bacon . 

Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  J.  C. 
Lawrence. 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 

Actg.  Master  G.  P.  Pomeroy _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  ‘Nicholas 
Kirby. 

Actg.  Master  A.  Rich. . 

Actg.  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton _ 

Capt.  B.  F.  Sands . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Irwin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  C.  Dean _ 

Actg.  Master  L.  S.  Fickett . 

Actg.  Master  R.  J.  Hoffner . 

Pilot  Benj.  Tarbell . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  Ellms . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  N.  Green . 

Actg.  Ensign  S.  H.  Newman . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  R.  Yates . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  B.  Taylor . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  H.  Greene . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  Abbot . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  M.  P.  Jones . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Watters . 

Capt.  G.  F.  Emmons . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  H.  Gillis . 

Comdr.  P.  Crosby . 

Actg.  Master  M.  Jordan . 

Comdr.  Jas.  H.  Strong . 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Wells . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Boutelle. . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate - ... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  W.  Low . 

Comdr.  T.  H.  Stevens . 

Comdr.  Wm.  E.  Le  Roy . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  M.  Gamble _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  W.  Pen¬ 
nington. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  G.  Maxwell _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  R.  Beers.. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  E.  K.  Benham. . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  Erben . 

Actg.  Master  Sarnl.  Belden . 

Actg.  Master  E.  E.  Pendleton... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  Gherardi . 

Comdr.  M.  B.  Woolsey . 


Texas  coast. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

East  Pass,  Pensacola 
Bay. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Berwick  Bay. 

New  Orleans 
Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
Coast  of  Texas. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 
Berwick  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 

Do. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  Galveston. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Moblie  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Cruising  off  Texas. 
New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Off  Sabine. 

Off  Galveston. 

Off  Galveston  (coal¬ 
ing)- 

Off  Calcasieu. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Cavallo  and  Aransas. 
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Vessels  of  the  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  March  1,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Pampero . 

Portsmouth . 

6 

18 

Potomac . 

40 

Quaker  City . 

Richmond . 

22 

Rose . 

2 

Sciota . 

4 

Sebago . 

10 

Selma . 

4 

Seminole . 

9 

Stockdale . 

6 

Sam  Houston . 

i 

Tallahatchie . 

6 

Tritonia . 

1 

Virginia . 

7 

Vincennes . 

Winnebago . 

Kittatinny . 

Rodolph.'. . 

10 

4 

6 

6 

Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  station. 


Ship . 

Sloop . 

Frigate . 

Paddle  wheel . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Paddle  wheel . 
Paddle  wheel . 

Screw . 

Paddle  wheel . 

Schooner . 

Paddle  wheel . 
Paddle  wheel . 

Screw . 

Sloop . . 

Ironclad . 

Schooner . 

Stem  wheel ... 


Actg.  Master  O.  Colburn . 

Comdr.  L.  C.  Sartori . 

Comdr.  A.  Gibson . 

Comdr.  W.  F.  Spicer . 

Capt.  Theo.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  D.  Maddocks.. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magime.. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony. . . 

Actg.  Ensign  L.  R.  Vance . 

Comdr.  A.  G.  Clary . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  Ed¬ 
wards. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  Freeman... 

Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin.. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Brown.. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  M’Gloin  . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  A.  Kirkland.. 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  J.  Blasdell . 

Actg.  Master  N.  M.  Dyer . 


South  West  Pass,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River. 

New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Rio  Grande. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

San  Luis  and  Velasco. 
Ship  Island. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
report  regarding  the  destruction  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Portsmouth, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  March  2,  1865. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report  the  entire  destruction  of  U.  S. 
gunboat  Arizona,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  George 
Brown,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo. 

On  account  of  the  light  draft,  this  vessel  had  been  fitted  for  use  as 
a  temporary  flagship  at  the  time  of  her  destruction,  but  had  not  been 
occupied  as  such. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Brown’s  report  of  the  loss  of  his  vessel,  and  to  report  that  a 
court  of  enquiry  is  now  in  session,  with  orders  to  investigate  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  her  loss,  the  result  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Department  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

New  Orleans,  La.,  March  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  a  feeling  of  sadness  I  perform  the  painful  duty  of  report¬ 
ing  the  total  loss  by  fire  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona  on  the  night  of  the 

27th  ultimo.  . 

While  on  our  way  from  the  South  West  Pass  to  this  city  and  when 
about  38  miles  below  this,  at  about  9:  20  p.  m.,  the  alarm  of  fire  was 
heard.  The  officer  of  the  deck,  Acting  Ensign  James  Igo,  promptly 
sounded  the  alarm  bell,  and  I  at  once  ordered  the  engines  slowed. 
Accompanied  by  the  executive  officer,  Acting  Master  Edward  A. 
Terrell,  I  at  once  proceeded  to  the  berth  deck  and  found  the  fire  to 
be  in  the  engineer’s  after  storeroom,  which  was  situated  oyer  the 
boiler  and  just  forward  of  the  steam  drum.  At  the  first  glance  I 
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thought  it  would  be  readily  checked,  but  in  a  very  few  seconds  the 
flames  spread  with  a  rapidity  which  I  would  not  have  believed  had 
I  not  been  present.  Water  from  the  deck  force  pump  was  very 
promptly  supplied,  but  it  seemed  only  to  increase  the  fury  of  the 
flames.  At  this  time  the  dames  had  spread  aft  as  far  as  the  lower 
engine  room,  driving  every  one  connected  with  the  engineer’s  depart¬ 
ment  from  their  stations.  The  smoke  became  so  dense  that  it  forced 
all  who  were  below  to  rush  on  deck  to  prevent  being  suffocated. 
Acting  Master  Ed.  A.  Terrell,  the  last  to  leave  the  berth  deck,  was 
obliged  to  crawl  on  his  hands  and  knees  to  avoid  the  dames  and 
smoke.  I  endeavored  to  scuttle  the  spar  deck,  so  as  to  point  the 
hose  down,  but  before  that  could  be  accomplished  the  dames  came  up 
the  fore  hatch  and  around  the  smokestacks.  I  ordered  the  maga¬ 
zine  dooded  and  the  vessel  headed  for  the  bank,  and  as  she  brought 
up  on  shore  I  let  go  the  port  anchor  to  prevent  her  swinging  off,  but 
the  chain  jammed  and  the  anchor  did  not  reach  the  bottom. 

Seeing  no  possible  hope  of  saving  the  vessel  and  that  she  was  drift¬ 
ing  from  the  bank,  I  then  gave  the  orders  to  lower  the  boats  and  save 
the  crew.  The  fire  prevented  anyone  from  nearing  the  port  forward 
boat,  and  the  starboard  forward  boat  was  swamped  in  lowering. 
Both  quarter  boats  were  safely  lowered  and  made  two  trips  each. 
Although  some  leaped  into  the  water  from  the  bow  and  swam  to  the 
bank,  the  majority  of  those  saved  were  taken  ashore  by  the  boats. 
Not  a  soul  attempted  to  leave  the  vessel  until  I  gave  the  order  for 
them  to  do  so,  and  the  marines  were  of  much  service  in  preventing 
the  boats  from  being  overloaded. 

I  went  ashore  in  the  last  boat  when  no  one  was  to  be  seen  about 
the  vessel.  She  drifted  to  the  west  bank  of  the 'river  and  lodged, 
and  continued  to  burn  until  about  12:  35  a.  m.  of  the  next  morning, 
when  she  exploded.  Knowing  that  the  magazine  had  at  least  18 
inches  of  water  in  it  when  gunner’s  mate  came  up  from  below,  and 
that  many  of  the  tank  lids  had  been  opened,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  explosion  was  the  boiler.  The  safety  valves  on  the  boiler  had 
been  raised  and  seemed  up  when  the  engines  were  stopped,  but  the 
steam  stopped  blowing  soon  after  we  abandoned  her,  probably 
owing  to  the  purchase  on  the  valve  lever  having  burned  off.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  rapidity  with  which  the  fire  spread  and  the  fact  the 
crew  had  been,  Ht&bj .liecejyed  from  different  vessels  in  the  squadron, 
wiLrwere  very  fortunate  in  ha^n§  but  4  missing  out  of  98  souls  that 
were  aboard.  Those  who  werb  ^ost  n\ust  have  been  drowned  by 
jumping  from  the  bow  or  bv  the  s#mPinS  of  the  starboard  forward 
boat.  ‘ 

.  Every  officer,  and  those  of  the  crew  who  came  under  my  imme¬ 
diate  notice,  behaved  with  great  coolness''-  After  reaching  the  bank 
I  caused  the  crew  to  be  collected  at  one  poir^  and  sent  a  boat  to  the 
telegraph  station  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  nver  to  rePort  hy  tele¬ 
graph  and  ask  for  assistance.  At  about  11  •  3(1  P-  m-  the  army  trans¬ 
port  Clinton  arrived,  and  by  her  I  sent  all  the  clfficers  and  crew>  with 
the  exception  of  2  officers  and  4  men  to  Fort  Jilckson-  1  then  went 
across  the  river  to  where  the  wreck  was  grounoed  and  remained  by 
it  until  daylight,  hoping  to  be  able  to  recover  soir'etnlling’  1but  n°thing 
could  be  seen  of  the  wreck  except  three  water  ti  s  and  one  of  tbe 
masts.  At  2  p.  m.  on  the  28th  ultimo  the  tugb-at  arnved  from  this 
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city,  when  I  proceeded  to  Fort  Jackson,  took  on  board  the  officers 
and  crew,  and  reached  this  place  this  afternoon. 

With  a  consciousness  of  having  done  all  in  my  power  to  save  the 
Arizona,  I  most  earnestly  request  that  you  will  order  an  investigation 
of  this  sad  affair  at  an  early  day. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  Geo.  Brown, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  froln  Major-General  Canty,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General 
Granger,  TJ.  S.  Army,  forwarding  telegram  regarding  the  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  Motile  ty  Confederate  rams  from  France. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  March  2,  1865. 

General:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  just  received.*  I  do 
not  apprehend  that  these  rams  will  ever  reach  Mobile  Bay,  but  we 
must  of  course  be  prepared  for  any  desperate  expedient  that  may  be 
adopted  by  the  rebels.  Admiral  Thatcher  sends  over  his  instructions 
to  Captain  Greene  by  the  Glasgow  this  evening.  I  will  come  over 
myself  to  remain  on  Saturday.  In  the  meantime  any  assistance  that 
may  be  needed  will  be  furnished  to  the  extent  of  your  ability.  Navy 
will  not  be  ready  before  the  middle  of  next  week.  The  heavy  storms 
that  we  have  had  have  extended  up  the  river  and  rendered  the  coun¬ 
try  south  of  Vicksburg  impenetrable,  and  I  have  ordered  the  cavalry 
to  this  place  for  transfer  to  the  neighborhood  of  Mobile.  We  are  now 
getting  transportation  in  hand,  and  will  be  able  to  have  everything 
over  in  season  if  we  have  reasonably  fair  weather. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Gordon  Granger, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 


Report  of  Captain  Eaton,  TJ.  S.  Army,  giving  information  received  from 
deserters  from  Motile  regarding  Confederate  defenses  and  forces. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

„  New  Orleans,  La.,  March  3,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
following  report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  3d  day  of 
March,  1865: 

Several  deserters  and  refugees  who  left  Mobile  February  23,  1865, 
give  the  following  information:  The  gunboat  Morgan  has  two  6-inch 
rifled  guns  and  two  Brooke  guns,  6  and  7  inch  rifled.  The  Nashville 


*  See  Halleck  to  Canby,  February  23,  p.  48. 
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has  two  Brooke  7-inch  rifles — one  of  them  is  on  pivot  forward  and 
another  aft.  She  is  pierced  with  six  ports;  she  is  clad  only  at  each 
end.  There  are  four  blockade  runners  doing  picket  duty — the  Red 
Gauntlet,  the  Virgin,  the  Mary,  and  the  Heroine.  The  Mary  and 
Heroine  have  a  small  brass  gun  each.  The  Morgan  has  75  men  and 
draws  8  feet  of  water.  The  Nashville  has  42  or  43  men  and  officers 
and  draws  11  feet.  The  Tuscaloosa  draws  between  7  and  8  feet.  The 
Huntsville  draws  about  the  same  as  the  Tuscaloosa.  Captain  G.  W. 
Harrison  commands  the  Morgpn.  Captain  Bennett  commands  the 
Nashville.  A  round  battery,  mounting  two  Xl-inch  guns,  is  sunk 
flush  with  the  water  in  the  Apalachee  River.  It  has  six  port  holes; 
it  is  said  to  be.  of  little  account.  There  are  two  large  square  floating 
batteries,  mounting  two  IX  or  XI  inch  smoothbore  guns  each,  one 
near  the  city,  the  other  near  the  upper  part  of  Spanish  River,  aground. 
They  are  built  in  the  shape  of  a  ram,  with  45  degrees  slant  of  sides 
and  little  covering  overhead.  One  informant  states  that  a  Confeder¬ 
ate  colonel  told  him  that  there  were  20,000  men  in  Mobile  and  10,000 
more  within  twelve  hours’  march.  Another  informant  states  that 
there  are  only  8,000  or  9,000  men  in  Mobile,  and  that  he  witnessed  a 
review  of  them.  It  is  reported  that  there  are  two  heavily  fortified 
bluffs  on  the  Alabama  River;  also  that  Selma  is  well  fortified.  The 
inhabitants  of  Mobile  expect  it  to  be  taken,  but  not  without  a  fight. 
It  will  not  be  evacuated.  The  two  divisions  of  Hood’s  army  which 
came  to  Mobile  on  the  20th  of  January  last  were  scattered  about 
Mobile  and  Pollard  when  the  informant  left. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  Eaton. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst .  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  reguesting  the  services  of  several  mortar  boats. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  March  Jj,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  just  learned  that  there  are  several  mortar  boats  in 
your  fleet  that  are  probably  not  needed.  They  may  be  of  essential 
service  to  us  if  the  operations  at  Mobile  are  at  all  protracted,  and  I 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  to  this  city  as  many  (four 
or  five)  of  them  as  are  not  required  by  you.  They  will  be  used  simply 
for  the  army  mortar  batteries,  and  will  require  no  men  for  the  service 
of  the  mortars. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby,  . 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Fickett,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Glide,  regarding  the  capture  in  Vermilion  Bayou  of  schooner  Malta , 
of  Belize. 

U.  S.  S.  Glide, 

Off  Brashear  City,  La.,  March,  A,  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  proceeded 
toward  Vermilion  Bayou.  The  weather  being  very  bad,  I  did  not 
arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou  until  the  night  of  the  2d  instant, 
where  I  remained  until  morning.  On  my  way  over  there,  however,  I 
captured  a  boat  and  one  of  three  men  who  were  in  her,  and  he  informed 
me  that  he  belonged  to  the  Seventh  Louisiana  Cavalry  Reserve 
Corps.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  I  determined  to  sound  out 
the  channel  which  leads  into  the  bayou,  and  while  doing  so  I  took  on 
board  a  rebel  deserter,  also  of  the  Seventh  Louisiana  Cavalry,  who 
informed  me  that  the  blockade  runner  which  you  sent  me  after  had 
gone  to  sea  about  a  month  since,  and  that  she  laid  on  the  bar  aground 
nearly  two  weeks  before  getting  out.  He  also  informed  me  that  there 
was  another  schooner  about  9  miles  up  the  bayou,  loaded  with  about 
75  bales  of  cotton  and  bound  for  Havana.  I  proceeded  toward  her, 
and  about  11 :30  a.  m.  sighted  her  across  a  point  of  woods  under  fore¬ 
sail  and  jib,  steering  up  the  bayou.  I  fired  one  shot  across  the  point 
to  heave  her  to.  In  about  ten  minutes  after  that  I  had  a  boat  along¬ 
side  of  her  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  John  P.  Cole,  who  reported  her 
scuttled  and  abandoned.  I  round  a  chronometer  box  on  board,  but 
no  chronometer,  no  register,  crew  list,  or  bills  of  lading.  There  was  a 
British  flag  in  her  cabin.  All  the  papers  found  on  board  I  forward 
to  you  as  I  found  them.  Her  name  is  the  Malta,  of  Belize,  though 
there  has  evidently  been  two  other  different  names  painted  on  her 
stern.  I  lightened  her  forward,  so  as  to  get  at  the  leak,  by  trans¬ 
ferring  part  of  her  deck  load  to  my  vessel.  After  temporarily  stop¬ 
ping  it,  I  proceeded  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  this  place,  where  I 
arrived  at  8  p.  m.  to-day.  I  found  Vermilion  Bayou  navigable  and 
very  clear  of  trees  on  the  banks  as  far  as  I  went.  The  water  is  very 
shoal  on  the  bar,  however,  except  in  southerly  winds.  I  found  4J  feet 
going  in,  and  as  the  tide  was  flowing  very  fast,  with  a  southeast  wind 
blowing  fresh,  I  found  6  feet  coming  out.  I  understood  from  the 
people  living  on  the  banks  of  the  bayou  that  the  schooner  was  guarded 
against  rebel  deserters  by  five  rebel  soldiers  while  on  her  passage 
down  the  river. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  Fickett, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Ezra  Leonard, 

Senior  Officer  Present . 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  a  letter  regarding  the  fortifications  of 
Galveston. 

Navy  Department,  March  6,  1865.' 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  copy  of  a  letter 
dated  the  27th  ultimo,  addressed  by  Leonidas  Haskell  to  Colonel  L.  C. 
Baker,  of  the  War  Department,  in  relation  to  the  rebel  defenses  of 
Galveston,  Tex. 

Very  respectfidly,  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


[Enclosure.] 


Irving  House,  February  27,  1865. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  visited  this  evening  by  Samuel  Norress,  and  in 
the  course  of  our  conversation  he  gave  me  the  following  account  of 
the  fortifications  of  Galveston:  He  says  that  they  have  seven  100- 
pounder  rifled  cannon  on  the  fort  or  the  point  on  the  island.  Six  of 
those  guns  were  brought  from  Richmond,  having  crossed  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  at  Baton  Rouge,  sent  up  the  Red  River  and  down  the  Sabine, 
from  thence  to  Galveston,  consuming  six  months’  time  in  transporta¬ 
tion.  The  seventh  is  one  of  the  two  captured  on  the  Harriet  Lane,  the 
other  having  burst.  All  the  other  forts  are  of  minor  importance, 
being  armed  with  32-pounders  only,  and  are  simple  earthworks. 

There  are  but  very  few  troops  there  now,  under  General  Walker. 
He  embarked  those  whom  General  Banks  undertook  to  take  Galves¬ 
ton.  There  were  but  about  3,000  troops  in  that  part  of  the  State. 

Thinking  this  may  be  of  some  service,  I  send  it  to  you,  thinking 
that  through  you  it  would  most  readily  reach  the  war  office. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


Leonidas  Haskell. 


Colonel  L.  C.  Baker. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  the 
possible  arrival  of  Confederate  rams  from  France. 

No.  12.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Albatross, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  March  6,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  letter  in  relation  to  the  possible  arrival  on  our  coast  of  the 
rebel  rams  from  France. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  it  is  highly  important  that  an  ironclad 
steamer  should  be  placed  as  a  guard  vessel  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes 
on  the  Mississippi  and  at  Pensacola.  All  the  ironclads  now  here  are 
required  for  operations  against  the  defenses  of  Mobile. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Stevens,  0.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  to  proceed  off 
Galveston. 


U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  I48  Canal  street,  New  Orleans,  La.,  March  6,  1865. 


Sir:  As  soon  as  your  vessel  is  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  in 
command  of  her  to  the  coast  of  Texas  and  report  to  the  senior  officer 
off  Galveston  for  duty. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  Thomas  H.  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Operations  against  Mobile  from  March  8,  including  the  capture  of  the 

city,  April  12,  1865. 

Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher.  U.  S. 
Navy,  advising  a  naval  reconnoissance  in  force. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  West  Mississippi, 

Fort  Gaines,  Ala.,  March  8,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  received  information  that  is  regarded  as  very 
reliable  that  the  rebels  have  torn  up  about  30  miles  of  the  Mobile 
and  Montgomery  Railroad  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pollard,  and  are 
removing  the  material  in  the  direction  of  Montgomery.  This, 
coupled  with  other  information,  looks  very  much  like  an  actual  or 
contemplated  evacuation  of  Mobile.  It  will  materially  advance  our 
arrangements  if  this  fact  can  be  ascertained  by  a  reconnoissance  in 
force  by  the  gunboats  and  monitors,  which  will  draw  the  fires  of  the 
batteries  and  determine  whether  the  guns  have  been  removed  from 
them. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  order  this,  if  you  concur  in  its  pro¬ 
priety. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay  ,  Ala. 

[Endorsement.] 

Flagship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  10,  1865. 

Captain:  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  confidential  dispatch  from 
General  Canby,  addressed  to  me,  what  is  to  be  done.  So  soon  as  it 
moderates  we  shall  move  up  merely  to  feel  the  enemy,  though  we  are 
not  ready  for  an  attack  in  force. 

Respectfully,  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  TJ.  S. 

Army,  promising  a  reconnoissance. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  March  10,  1865. 
General:  Yours  of  the  8th  instant  is  just  received  by  the  hand 
of  Captain  Barrett.  I  will  go  up  with  the  light-draft  boats  to  feel  the 
enemy  so  soon  as  it  moderates. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chickasaw,  for  a  reconnoissance. 

Flagship  Glasgow', 

Off  Mobile,  March  11,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Chickasaw  under  your  command 
in  toward  Garrow’s  Bend  and  draw  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  you  will 
ascertain  the  number  of  guns  he  has  mounted  in  his  batteries  with 
as  much  certainty  as  possible. 

You  will  take  care  not  to  go  in  water  shoal  enough  to  endanger  the 
grounding  of  your  vessel. 

Respectfully,  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  H.  Perkins, 

Commanding  Chickasaw. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  naval  reconnoissance 

in  force. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  12,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  received 
official  information  from  General  Canby,  under  date  of  the  8th  instant, 
informing  me  that  there  were  indications  that  the  rebels  had  torn  up 
about  30  miles  of  the  Mobile  and  Montgomery  Railroad  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Pollard  and  were  removing  the  material  in  the  direction 
of  Montgomery,  indicating  an  evacuation  of  Mobile,  and  suggesting 
to  me  a  reconnoissance  in  force  by  the  gunboats,  which  I  made  yester¬ 
day  with  the  five  monitors  in  as  close  proximity  as  the  shallow  water 
and  the  obstructions  would  permit,  drawing  from  the  enemy  heavy 
fire  and  proving  that  the  defenses  were  intact. 

As  soon  as  General  Canby  is  ready  to  advance,  I  shall  cooperate  as 
effectively  as  the  depth  of  water  in  the  upper  bay  will  allow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  chart 

of  the  waters  of  Mobile  Bay. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  13,  1865. 

Captain:  I  send  you  by  the  master  of  the  U.  S.  S .  Pink  a  chart  of 
the  waters  of  Mobile,  on  which  is  marked  in  red  where  General  Canby 
says  he  has  your  information  there  is  a  passage  into  the  Blakely 
River  where  vessels  can  carry  10  feet.  There  is  also  marked  in  red 
the  route  taken  by  the  blockade  runner  Heroine  when  she  attempted 
to  get  out  some  time  since.  Will  you  please  take  the  first  opportunity 
of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  information  and  let  me  know  the 
result  ? 


Very  respectfully, 

Tiieo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Mobile  Bay. 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  proposed  movement  of  troops  and  requesting  naval  cooperation. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Fort  Gaines,  Ala.,  March  16,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  propose  to  move  a  column  of  9,000  men  to-morrow 
morning  up  the  coast,  crossing  or  turning  Bon  Secours  Creek  at  the 
most  favorable  points,  crossing  the  East  Branch  of  Fish  River  as  low 
down  as  practicable,  and  striking  the  North  Branch  near  Dannelly’s 
Mills,  where  the  crossing  will  be  made.  Another  column  of  10,00Q 
men  will  move  by  water  through  Bon  Secours  and  Fish  River  bays, 
debarking  at  a  point  about  1  mile  below  Dannelly’s  Mills.  In  this 
movement  we  shall  need  the  cooperation  of  the  navy,  both  for  convoy 
and  for  transportation,  to  the  extent  that  you  may  be  able  to  assist 
with  your  light-draft  vessels,  and  by  a  demonstration  up  the  bay 
with  the  heavier  vessels.  This  movement  will  probably  be  made  on 
Sunday  morning,  the  troops  embarking  at  this  place  on  Saturday 
night,  so  as  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  entrance  of  Fish  River 
Bay  early  on  Sunday  morning.  I  design  to  make  a  demonstration 
on  the  west  side  of  the  bay  by  landing  a  brigade  of  about  2,000  men 
on  Cedar  Point  on  Saturday,  but  this  will  be  limited  to  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  that  will  have  the  effect  of  drawing  off  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
from  the  movement  on  the  east  side  of  the  bay.  Will  you  do  me  the 
favor  to  give  us  such  aid  as  you  can  from  your  scpiadron,  and  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  receive  any  suggestions  that  you  may  think  proper  to 
make  in  relation  to  the  cooperation  of  the  two  arms. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 

N  W  E — VOL  22 - 5 


66 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Letter  from  Captain  Greene,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding 

cooperation. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  16,  1865. 

General:  Your  communication  of  this  date  is  received.  I  shall 
be  most  happy  and  ready  to  give  you  all  the  assistance  in  my  power. 
Six  tinclads  are  all  the  light-draft  vessels  at  my  disposal.  They 
will  be  ready  at  any  moment.  The  admiral  will  probably  be  here 
this  afternoon  or  to-morrow.  I  shall  dispatch  a  tug  to  New  Orleans 
this  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiieo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Mobile  Bay. 

Major-General  Edward  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  District  of  Florida  and  T Vest  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  TJ.  S. 

Army,  promising  cooperation. 

Naval  Headquarters, 

New  Orleans,  March  17,  1865. 

I  shall  be  with  you  with  all  speed,  your  communication  having 
just  been  received,  11  p.  m.  The  fleet  will  cooperate  as  you  desire. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Major-General  Canby, 

Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of  military 

forces. 


West  Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow,  Mobile  Bay,  March  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  troops 
under  command  of  General  Canby  are  now  being  landed  from  army 
transports  and  navy  tinclads  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Fish  River, 
at  a  point  called  Dauley’s  [Dannelly’s]  Mills,  about  17  miles  above 
its  junction  with  Mobile  Bay;  whilst  the  gunboats  have  been  shelling 
the  woods  from  Point  Clear  to  Blakely  River  Bar,  for  the  purpose  of 
clearing  the  coast  of  the  enemy’s  forces,  supposed  to  be  lurking  in 
that  vicinity,  and  also  of  drawing  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  should 
there  be  any  new  ones  erected  between  Point  Clear  and  Spanish 
Fort,  below  Blakely. 

General  Canby  will  advance  as  rapidly  as  the  necessary  con¬ 
struction  of  bridges  for  the  passage  of  artillery  over  the  numerous 
streams  and  swamps  will  admit,  and  such  of  the  naval  force  as  are 
of  suitable  draft  for  the  shallow  waters  of  the  upper  bay  will  coop- 
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erate  with  the  general  alongshore,  keeping  open  communication 
by  signal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  details  of  the  proposed  forward  movement. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Dannelly's  Mills,  March  2Jj,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  yesterday  and  its  enclosure.  The  rear  division  of  the 
Thirteenth  Army  Corps  will  be  up  to-day,  and  we  move  forward 
to-morrow  morning.  If  the  roads  are  as  good  as  we  now  hope  to 
find  them,  we  will  be  able  to  communicate  with  you  from  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Point  Zeb  to-morrow  night,  or  on  "the  morning  of  the 
26th.  We  will  send  back  from  this  place  to-morrow  a  part  of  our 
bridge,  to  be  towed  up  the  bay  to  the  point  that  will  be  selected  as 
our  depot.  Will  you  please  send  up  one  or  two  of  the  tinclads  to 
convoy  it,  and  any  boats  that  may  be  here  when  the  troops  leave, 
to  the  anchorage  at  the  mouth  of  Fish  River,  where  the  bridge 
material  and  some  of  our  supplies  will  remain  until  they  are  ordered 
up  the  bay?  I  will  communicate  with  you  again  to-morrow  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  II.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S. 
Army,  regarding  the  sinking  of  the  II.  S.  S.  Milwaukee  and  referring  to  the  rumored 
evacuation  of  Spanish  Fort. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Starke’s  Wharf,  March  27,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 

Dear  Sir:  I  don’t  know  how  you  are  progressing.  My  day’s 
work  has  been  mainly  in  working  the  ironclads  over  the  bar  into 
deep  water,  in  which  I  succeeded.  Late  in  the  afternoon  a  supply 
steamer  came  over  from  Mobile,  and  the  Milwaukee  steamed  in  as 
far  as  we  had  buoyed  the  channel  to  shell  her  out,  and  did  so  effec¬ 
tually,  causing  her  to  depart  in  haste.  But  in  dropping  back  with 
the  current  stern  foremost,  struck  a  torpedo,  which  exploded  under 
her  bilge,  causing  her  to  sink.  I  immediately  dispatched  her  captain 
to  Pensacola  for  submarine  armor  and  steam  pump  to  raise  her, 
which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  do.  In  the  meantime  I  have  three  inside 
the  bar,  and  shall  pass  the  night  torpedo-dragging  and  buoying  and 
preparing  for  what  may  turn  up  to-morrow.  I  received  through 
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the  signal  officer  a  message  at  4 :30  p.  m.  to-day  from  General  Granger, 
saying  that  Spanish  Fort  was  being  evacuated,  and  desiring  me  to 
push  up  the  ironclads  and  drive  off  three  gunboats  and  transports 
which  were  receiving  the  troops.  Could  not  understand  it,  as  the 
forts  were  then  firing  rapidly,  and  we  could  see  all  steamers  approach¬ 
ing,  none  having  come  down  since  the  shelling.  Hope  to  hear  of 
your  good  fortune  soon.  The  officer  now  going  to  you  from  Pensa¬ 
cola  will,  I  hope,  give  you  favorable  news  from  the  advancing  troops. 

I  am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Chief  Engineer  Shock,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  urgent  need  of  torpedo  arrangements. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Fish  River,  [Ala.],  1865. 

Dear  Sir:  The  army  have  moved  up  to  Point  Zeb,  near  Spanish 
Fort,  and  most  of  the  fleet  are  up  there.  I  am  most  anxiously 
awaiting  the  torpedo  arrangements  from  your  hands,  as  we  have 
now  no  time  to  lose.  Pray  hasten  forward  this  work,  as  we  are 
greatly  in  need.  We  are  doing  all  we  can  here. 

In  great  haste, 

H.  K.  Thatcher. 


Chief  Engineer  Wm.  H.  Shock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Sartori  being  ordered  North,  I  am  thrown  out  of  gear  about  my 
family  and  know  not  what  to  do,  as  I  can  not  now  come  to  see 
about  it. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  arranging  a  conference  regarding  measures  of  cooperation. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

March  28,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  yesterday,  and  send  General  Comstock  this  morning  to 
explain  our  line  of  investment  and  to  indicate  the  measures  by  which 
you  can  cooperate  with  us.  We  have  no  signal  stations  below 
D’Olive’s  Creek,  but  will  have  the  telegraph  in  operation  to-day.  I 
send  a  signal  officer  to  ask  you  to  meet  General  Comstock  at  Howard’s 
Hotel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  a  loan  of  mortar  boats. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

March  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of 
Admiral  Lee’s  communication  addressed  to  you  on  the  15th  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  five  mortar  boats  sent  by  him  at  my  request.  These  boats 
are  intended  to  be  used  where  the  ground  is  too  marshy  to  establish 
land  batteries,  and  I  expect  to  have  them  manned  by  the  army,  but 
I  will  be  very  glad  if  you  will  please  to  have  them  towed  over  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
arranging  for  the  opening  of  fire  by  the  monitors  on  Spanish  Fort, 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

March  29,  1865. 

Admiral:  We  are  progressing  fairly,  establishing  new  batteries 
and  making  some  changes  in  our  line  as  we  develop  the  enemy’s  line 
and  strength.  I  will  throw  back  the  right  of  our  line  to-day  or 
to-night,  so  that  the  monitors  can  open  on  the  fort  without  firing 
into  our  troops.  I  will  be  able  to  send  you  this  afternoon  a  survey 
of  the  lines,  and  to  indicate  the  direction  that  should  be  given  to  the 
fire  of  the  monitors.  The  telegraph  is  now  working  to  the  landing, 
and  by  signal  stations  communication  with  your  flagship  can  be 
kept. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  II.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  opening  of  fire  upon  Spanish  Fort. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Near  Spanish  Fort,  Ala.,  March  30,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  survey  show¬ 
ing  the  position  of  our  lines  with  reference  to  Spanish  battery.  Our 
heavy  batteries  will  probably  be  ready  to  open  at  8  p.  m.  Will  you 
please  order  the  monitors  to  open  at  the  same  time?  I  will  signal 
the  time  for  opening.  Eight  30-pounder  rifles  will  open  at  the  same 
time  upon  Battery  Huger  and  the  rebel  gunboats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  sinking  of  the  U.  S. 
monitors  Milwaukee  and  Osage,  also  U.  S.  tinclad  Rodolph,  hy  torpedoes,  and  trans¬ 
mitting  reports  of  commanding  officers. 


No.  51.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Blakely  River,  Mobile  Bay,  April  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  river 
monitors  Milwaukee,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Gillis,  and  Osage, 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  M.  Gamble,  have  been  sunk  by  torpedoes 
at  the  entrance  of  Blakely  River,  the  former  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and 
the  latter  on  the  29th,  as  they  were  advancing  and  firing  upon  the 
rebel  forts  commanding  the  entrance. 

Before  sending  the  monitors  over  the  shallow  bar  into  the  river,  I 
had  it  thoroughly  dragged  for  torpedoes  and  many  were  removed. 
We  continued  to  drag  until  no  more  could  be  found,  and  it  was 
believed  that  we  could  successfully  advance  upon  the  forts,  but  the 
result  has  proved  the  impossibility  of  doing  so  without  endangering 
the  loss  of  all  our  light-draft  vessels.  These  hidden  instruments  of 
destruction  abound  everywhere  in  these  shallow  waters.  The  tin- 
clad  steamer  Rodolph  was  also  sunk  by  a  torpedo  on  the  1st  instant, 
while  towing  a  scow  to  the  sunken  vessels  with  implements  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  the  Milwaukee.  These  vessels  will  probably  be 
lost,  though  we  shall  be  able  to  save  the  guns  and  much  valuable 
property  from  them.  On  the  sinking  of  the  Milwaukee,  I  dispatched 
a  vessel  immediately  to  Pensacola  for  a  steam  pump  and  divers’ 
apparatus  with  the  men  to  work  them.  They  were  promptly  for¬ 
warded  by  Commander  Armstrong,  the  commandant  of  the  yard, 
but  the  sunken  vessels  are  so  badly  broken  that  they  can  not  be 
raised.  The  divers,  however,  are  retained  to  save  as  much  property 
as  possible  from  the  wrecks,  and,  although  under  fire  from  the  rebel 
batteries,  we  are  doing  all  in  our  power.  The  remaining  monitors 
are  still  in  the  river  near  the  forts,  with  the  object  of  cutting  off 
supplies  from  the  city,  and  are  usefully  employed.  General  Canby 
has  completely  invested  these  works,  Fort  Alexis  and  Spanish  Fort, 
Inch  command  Batteries  Huger  and  Tracy,  and  I  am  now  prepar- 
mg  a  navy  battery  of  the  heaviest  guns  which  can  be  obtained  to 
operate  on  shore  in  conjunction  with  the  army.  The  ground  around 
the  forts,  as  well  as  the  roads,  is  planted  with  torpedoes,  which  occa¬ 
sionally  explode,  destroying  men  and  animals. 

I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  reports  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Gillis,  Lieutenant-Commander  Gamble,  and  Acting  Master  Dyer  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  Milwaukee,  Osage,  and  Rodolph  (marked 
JNos.  1,  2,  and  3),  detailing  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
loss  of  their  vessels. 


No  casualties  occurred  on  board  the  Milwaukee.  On  board  the 
Osage  4  were  killed  and  8  wounded.  On  board  the  Rodolph  1  man 
was  killed,  f  f  were  wounded,  and  3  are  missing.  The  reports  of  the 

medical  officers  of  the  Osage  and  Rodolph  (marked  Nos.  4  and  5)  are 
also  enclosed. 


N  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a  ..  „  ,  7  .  ,  „  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

U.  S.  S.  Genesee, 

.  Mobile  Bay,  March  30,  1865. 

Sir:  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  make  a  report  of  the  sink¬ 
ing  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Milwaukee,  under  my  command,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  28t,h  instant. 

I  had  proceeded  up  the  Blakely  River  in  company  with  the  U.  S. 
S.  Winnebago  to  within  about  1^  miles  of  the  lower  fort  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  shelling  a  rebel  transport  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  carrying  supplies  to  the  fort;  had  succeeded  in  causing 
the  steamer  to  retreat  up  the  river,  and  was  dropping  with  the  cur¬ 
rent  to  resume  my  former  position,  keeping  the  bow  of  the  vessel 
headed  upstream,  my  object  in  so  doing  being  to  avoid  in  turning 
the  accident  that  caused  the  sinking  of  the  Milwaukee.  I  had 
returned  within  about  200  yards  of  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Kickapoo,  then 
lying  at  anchor,  and  supposed  the  danger  from  torpedoes  was  past, 
as  I  was  where  our  boats  had  been  sweeping,  and  also  exactly  in  the 
same  place  where  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Winnebago  had  turned  not  ten 
minutes  before,  when  I  felt  a  shock  and  saw  at  once  that  a  torpedo 
had  exploded  on  the  port  side  of  the  vessel,  abaft  the  after  turret, 
and,  as  near  as  I  could  determine  at  the  time,  about  40  feet  from  the 
stern. 

My  first  object,  after  realizing  the  impossibility  of  saving  the  ves¬ 
sel,  was  to  save  the  crew,  and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that 
this  was  done  without  the  loss  of  a  single  person. 

There  was  naturally  some  confusion  at  first,  the  hatches  being 
closed,  and  but  three  being  provided  with  levers  to  open  them  with 
from  below,  and  those  who  were  not  on  deck  being  dependent  on 
those  who  were,  for  other  means  of  egress;  but  a  single  command 
served  to  restore  order,  and  all  came  on  deck  in  a  quiet,  orderly 
manner. 

The  stern  of  the  vessel  sank  in  about  three  minutes,  as  near  as  I 
can  judge,  but  the  forward  compartments  did  not  fill  for  nearly  an 
hour  afterwards,  giving  the  crew  an  opportunity  of  saving  most  of 

their  effects.  _ 

I  saw  every  man  off  the  vessel,  sending  them  to  the  Kickapoo, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Jones,  for  instructions,  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  flagship,  reporting  to  you  in  person,  and  obtaining  your  per¬ 
mission  to  proceed  to  Pensacola  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  such 
appliances  as  would  be  necessary  in  raising  the  Milwaukee. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  add  that  I  have  obtained  the  services  of 
two  experienced  divers,  and  also  a  steam  pump,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  my  retaining  my  old  command  until  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  her  guns  once  more  used  against  those  who  are  no  doubt 

now  exulting  over  her  supposed  loss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Gillis, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Sguadron,  Mobile  Bay,  Ata. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 


Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  March  29,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  attending  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Osage  under  my 
command : 

About  2  p.  m.,  this  instant,  being  at  anchor  inside  of  Blakely  Bar, 
in  company  with  ironclads  Kickapoo,  Winnebago,  and  Chickasaw  and 
gunboat  Octorara,  with  a  strong  breeze  from  the  eastward,  I  deemed 
it  necessary  to  move  my  anchorage  to  avoid  colliding  with  the 
U.  S.  S.  Winnebago,  which  vessel  had  dragged  close  alongside. 

I  weighed  anchor  and  had  moved  off  to  a  safe  distance  ahead,  and 
on  her  starboard  bow,  when  I  stopped  and  ordered  hands  ready  to 
let  go  the  anchor  in  2  fathoms  water,  the  last  sounding  given  after 
I  had  pulled  the  bell  to  stop.  Almost  immediately  after  stopping,  I 
ordered  three  bells  rung  to  back,  and  moved  forward  from  the  pilot 
house,  intending  to  step  on  the  turret  to  order  the  anchor  let  go,  but 
had  not  taken  more  than  three  steps  from  my  position  at  the  forward 
door  of  the  pilot  house  when  a  torpedo  exploded  under  the  bow,  and 
the  vessel  immediately  commenced  sinking. 

I  ordered  the  executive  officer,  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Garrison,  to 
take  as  many  men  below  as  necessary  and  search  for  wounded  or 
killed  and  to  send  all  the  rest  of  the  crew  on  the  hurricane  deck  except 
two  hands  at  each  boat  to  haul  them  alongside. 

My  orders  were  executed  promptly,  and  although  the  ship  filled 
and  settled  rapidly,  two  killed  and  the  few  wounded  below  were 
m  passed  up.  Three  others  were  wounded  on  deck. 

The  names  of  the  killed  and  wounded  I  will  furnish  you  as  soon  as 
I  can  ascertain  them.  The  wounded  were  conveyed  *to  the  nearest 
ship  for  medical  attendance.  It  was  impossible  to  save  but  few 
articles  belonging  to  the  ship,  as  she  almost  immediately  filled. 

As  the  position  to  which  I  moved  the  Osage  had  been  thoroughly 
dragged  by  boats,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  torpedo  by  which  she 
was  sunk  was  submerged  and  drifting. 

I  respectfully  request  that  a  board  of  officers  may  be  ordered  to 
investigate  the  circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  Osage. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Gamble, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

.  U.  S.  S.  Rodolph, 
Blakely  River,  Ala.,  April  2,  1865. 

Sir.  It  becomes  my  duty  to  make  to  you  the  following  report 
relative  to  the  sinking  of  this  vessel  yesterday  by  the  explosion  of  a 
torpedo:  1 

Having  received  orders  to  report  on  board  the  Metacomet  at  10 
a.  m.,  I  had  left  the  ship  for  that  purpose,  leaving  my  vessel  at 
anchor  a  short  distance  inside  the  bar,  in  charge  or  my  executive 
officer.  Acting  Ensign  J.  F.  Thomson;  from  him  I  have  obtained  the 
following  information,  which  embraces  all  the  facts  connected  with 
this  unfortunate  affair  up  to  the  time  of  my  arrival  on  board : 
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At  1  p.  m.,.  in  obedience  to  signal  from  flagship,  weighed  anchor 
and  passed  within  hail,  receiving  orders  to  take  a  barge  alongside, 
containing  apparatus  for  raising  the  Milwaukee,  and  proceeded  with 
it  inside  the  bar,  crossed  the  bar,  and  stood  up  toward  the  Milwau¬ 
kee.  At  2 :  40  p.  m.,  when  directly  between  the  Chickasaw,  and  Winne¬ 
bago,  exploded  a  torpedo  under  our  starboard  bow,  from  the  effect 
of  which  the  ship  rapidly  sank  in  12  feet  of  water. 

I  arrived  on  board  at  3:  20  p.  m.  and  found  the  wounded  properly 
cared  for,  by  the  promptness  with  which  boats  were  sent  to  our  assist¬ 
ance  from  the  vessels  in  the  vicinity.  The  torpedo  exploded  under 
our  starboard  bow  about  30  feet  abaft  a  line  drawn  at  right  angles 
with  our  stern,  coming  through  the  gun  deck,  at  the  break  of  the 
platform,  on  which  o.ur  Parrott  guns  were  mounted,  and  from  the 
effects  of  the  explosion  that  can  be  seen,  I  should  judge  there  was  a 
hole  through  her  bow  at  least  10  feet  in  diameter;  she  now  lies  with 
her  gun  deck  submerged  about  5|  feet  at  low  water. 

I  regret  to  report  a  loss  of  1  killed,  11  wounded,  and  3  missing.  I 
enclose  surgeon’s  report  of  killed  and  wounded;  also  a  certified  list 
of  the  men  on  board,  with  casualties. 

All  of  the  public  property,  such  as  small  arms,  etc.,  that  could  be 
got  at  was  at  once  removed  to  the  deck  above  water,  and  I  am  now 
engaged  in  removing  the  guns. 

The  accounts  of  the  ship,  public  money,  and  nearly  all  of  the  small 
stores  and  clothing  were  stowed  on  the  boiler  deck,  and  thus  are  safe. 

I  desire  to  testify  to  the  zeal  manifested  by  my  officers  and  men  in 
their  efforts  to  save  property,  and  the  cheerfulness  with  which  they 
have  obeyed  all  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  M.  Dyer, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

U.  S.  S.  Tallahatchie, 

Mobile  Bay,  April  J,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Osage: 

Killed.— Lewis  De  Wall,  master  at  arms;  William  Paigher,  seaman; 
John  Everhart,  ordinary  seaman;  Charles  Taylor,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded. — John  Jouan,  captain  of  fore;  James  Harris,  ordinary 
seaman;  W.  G.  Fisher,  ordinary  seaman;  William  Hartley,  ordinary 
seaman;  Charles  Couburn,  landsman;  Nicholas  Haydenger,  lands¬ 
man;  William  G.  Boyson,  boatswain’s  mate;  Michael  McGuire, 

seaman.  ri  _ 

Respectfully,  etc.,  R-  W.  Gifford, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.S.  Aavy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

U.  S.  S.  Rodolph, 
Blakely  River,  Ala.,  April  2,  1865. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
casualties  on  board  this  vessel  from  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo  on  the 
afternoon  of  April  1,  1865: 

Theodore  Texada,  landsman,  killed  instantly;  Michael  Driscoll, 
landsman,  missing,  with  conclusive  evidence  of  being  killed;  Johnson 
Smith,  landsman  (colored),  missing,  with  conclusive  evidence  of 
being  killed;  Jule  Baltour,  boy  (colored),  missing,  with  conclusive 
evidence  of  being  killed;  John  Wilson,  captain  of  hold,  contusion  of 
leg;  John  S.  Adams,  ship’s  painter,  contusion  of  shoulder  and  of 
head;  Sewell  Chicquoine,  second-class  fireman,  dislocation  of  knee; 
George  McDonald,  landsman,  contusion  of  feet;  James  H.  Miller, 
landsman,  contusion  of  foot;  Daniel  Kelley,  landsman,  wound  of 
head;  Eli  Robertson,  landsman  (colored),  fracture  of  left  leg  and 
dislocation  of  left  knee  (serious) ;  William  Strother,  second-class 
fireman  (colored) ,  compound  fracture  of  both  bones  of  arm  (serious) ; 
Henry  Rounds,  first-class  boy,  concussion  of  brain;  Anderson  Wil- 
kins,  first-class  boy,  contusion  of  knee;  Moses  Payne,  second-class 
boy  (colored),  contusion  of  shoulder  and  lower  jaw. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  P.  Colby, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Acting  Master  N.  M.  Dy'er,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rodolph. 


Report  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Burk,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  sinking  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Osage. 

U.  S.  S.  Tallahatchie, 

Off  Mobile,  April  J,  1865. 

Sir:  On  Wednesday,  the  29th  of  March,  1865,  the  U.  S.  S.  Osage 
was  struck  by.  a  torpedo  off  the  mouth  of  Blakely  River,  and  sunk  in 
about  five  minutes,  taking  with  her  all  my  papers,  including  my 
appointment,  which  I  respectfully  ask  a  copy  of  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Burk, 

Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer,  U.  S.  S. '  Tallahatchie. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Chief  Engineer  Shock,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  measures  for  saving  the  sunken  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Blakely  River,  March  30,  1865. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Our  ironclads  are  inside  the  bar,  and  two,  the 
Milwaukee  and  Osage,  are  on  the  bottom  by  torpedoes,  just  out  of 
reach  of  Spanish  Fort.  A  steam  pump  and  submarine  armor  may 
save  them  if  the  application  is  made  at  once,  and  I  have  sent  Gillis 
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in  the  Trefoil  to  Pensacola  an  hour  after  the  first  accident  to  get,  if 
possible,  these  essentials,  but  he  may  not  be  able  to  do  so.  What 
can  be  done  for  us  in  New  Orleans  in  that  line  ?  Their  decks  are  now 
awash,  and  perhaps  they  can  be  saved  if  not  on  quicksands.  This 
loss  is  severe,  aside  from  the  death  of  2  and  wounding  of  6  in  the 
Osage  on  the  evening  of  the  29tli;  both  had  their  rakes  down  at  the 
time,  but  they  failed  to  save  them.  We  had  buoyed  the  bar  channel 
and  successfully  passed  over  all  irons,  save  the  Cincinnati;  even  the 
Octorara  was  got  in  by  dint  of  severe  work  and  removing  guns  and 
ammunition.  The  southerly  blow  favored  us. 

As  to  the  forts,  they  have  made  heavy  fight,  but  are  now  closely 
invested  and  can  not  escape,  we  think.  Six  thousand  troops  are  said 
to  be  inside  the  works.  We  have  shelled  off  all  supplies  from  Mobile, 
and  if  the  remaining  monitors  can  be  kept  inside  the  bar  they  must 
surrender,  as  our  siege  guns  will  be  in  play  soon.  Then  we  must  have 
the  tinclads  with  the  torpedo  fixtures  at  once,  to  enable  us  to  advance 
upstream  to  the  obstructions. 

The  ground  occupied  by  the  blown-up  monitors  had  been  thor¬ 
oughly  dragged  by  grapnels  and  many  torpedoes  destroyed  before 
any  advance  was  made,  and  the  officers  dragging  pronounced  it  all 
clear  and  free. 

I  send  the  boat  back  at  once.  We  have  required  Dr.  [J.  C.]  Palmer 
very  much  in  amputations  of  legs  and  arms.  I  must  send  down  for 
Dr.  [L.  J.]  Williams  at  once. 

In  great  haste,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher. 

W.  H.  Shock,  Esq., 

Chief  Engineer,  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Engineer  Brigade,  March  30,  1865. 

We  have  got  our  ironclads  up  as  far  as  is  considered  safe  from  tor¬ 
pedoes.  We  can  not  well  sweep  for  them  under  fire.  We  have  had 
one  of  our  ironclads  sunk  by  torpedoes  already.  When  do  you  expect 
to  get  your  heavy  guns  to  work  ? 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  First  Division. 

Major-General  Canby. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters,  etc.,  March  30,  1865. 

Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  We  expect  to  open  with  the 
heavy  guns  and  mortars  to-morrow  morning.  I  will  send  the 
admiral  to-night  a  copy  of  the  survey  showing  our  positions. 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

6 Care  General  Bailey). 
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[Telegram.] 

Extreme  Right  Batteries, 

March  31,  1865 — 8:30  a.  m. 

We  have  the  range  on  the  ram  very  well.  She  has  fired  but  two 
shots  and  is  moving  up  the  stream.  No  shells  from  the  fort  guns 
have  exploded.  The  transports  have  got  safely  out  of  the  way. 
The  ram,  like  the  Tennessee,  fires  only  halfway  across.  Our  shots 
on  the  ram  don’t  seem  to  affect  her,  although  several  have  struck 
her.  I  am  at  the  left  of  the  batteries,  in  a  ravine — a  good  place  for 
observation.  The  fort  guns  have  got  the  range  well.  We  have  now 
opened  on  the  fort. 

M.  Adams,  Jr. 

Captain  S.  M.  Eaton. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  commanders  of  picket  boats. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  Ala.,  March  31,  1865. 

Commanding  officers  are  directed  to  see  that  the  picket  boats  pro¬ 
vided  by  their  vessels  are  properly  manned  and  equipped. 

The  crews  should  be  composed  of  the  best  oarsmen  and  the  most 
trustworthy  men  in  the  vessel. 

The  crew  should  be  armed  with  rifles,  and  must  not  be  allowed  to 
remove  their  waist  belts. 

The  boats  should  be  supplied  with  moorings  and  with  ropes  or 
chains  for  sweeping. 

The  oars  should  be  carefully  muffled. 

The  officers  and  men  employed  in  the  work  of  night  picket  should 
be  made  to  understand  that  they  are  employed  on  a  most  important 
work,  one  on  which  the  safety  of  the  ironclads  depends,  and  that 
nothing  can  excuse  a  careless  discharge  of  such  duty. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Note. — Commander  Peirce  Crosby  commanded  the  U.  S.  S.  Meta¬ 
comet  off  Mobile,  Ala. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Engineer  Brigade,  March  31,  1865. 
I  shall  be  off  to  your  headquarters  in  about  an  hour. 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  First  Division. 


Major-General  Canby. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S. 
Navy,  requesting  aid  in  cutting  off  the  approach  to  Battery  Huger. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

April  1,  1865. 

Admiral:  It  is  represented  that  light-draft  steamboats  are  able 
to  reach  Battery  Huger  from  Mobile  by  the  routes  indicated  in 
pencil  on  the  accompanying  map.  The  entire  course  of  these  boats 
can  not  be  followed  from  the  signal  stations,  either  on  the  right  or 
left,  but  it  appears  to  be  certain  that  they  can  get  into  the  Apalachee 
River  without  coming  down  the  Blakely.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor 
to  have  them  watched,  and  if  within  reach  of  your  guns  stopped? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

#  Major-General,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  TJ.  S. 

Army,  promising  to  guard  the  approach  to  Fort  Tracy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stookdale, 

Off  Blakely  Bar,  [April  1],  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  of  this  day’s  date,  accompanied  by  the  chart  representing 
in  pencil  lines  a  means  of  communication  from  Mobile  with  I  ort 
Tracy.  I  will  have  it  watched  as  you  desire,  and  as  the  moon  is  on  , 
the  increase,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  see  an  approaching  boat  a  long 
distance.  It  appears  to  me  that  those  now  in  Fort  Alexis,  and  adja¬ 
cent  works  must  soon  exhaust  their  ammunition  and  provisions,  and 
if  all  relief  is  cut  off  from  the  city  you  must  soon  have  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  .... 

Commanding  Army  ana l  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S. 

Army,  regarding  guns. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  April  1,  1865. 

In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  day,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  Rave 
no  100-pounder  Parrotts  with  carnages,  except  those  mounted  on 
pivot  slides  on  board  one  or  two  gunboats,  and  those  on i  board  the 
ironclad  Cincinnati.  There  are  two.  or  three  of  that  caliber  at  Wew 
Orleans,  but,  I  believe,  without  carriages. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

’  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


78 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S. 

Army,  referring  to  the  falling  of  the  river  and  consequent  grounding  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Blakely  Bar,  March  31,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis¬ 
patch  of  yesterday’s  date,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  information  con¬ 
tained  therein.  I  am  very  happy  to  know  that  you  have  a  prospect 
of  capturing  these  forts  with  all  their  troops;  consequently  Mobile. 
Last  night  the  river  fell  3  feet  4  inches,  so  that  at  present  some  of  the 
vessels  inside  the  bar  are  aground  and  can  not  move.  We  shall  do  all 
in  our  power  to  aid  you  in  the  attack,  however.  It  seems  to  me  that 
with  the  opposite  side  weakened  by  sending  so  many  of  their  troops 
over  here,  that  a  demonstration  with  3,000  or  4,000  upon  the  city  would 
cause  its  surrender,  for  it  seems  utterly  impossible  that  such  extensive 
works  should  be  garrisoned.  I  thank  you,  general,  for  the  plan  of 
Spanish  Fort  and  surroundings. 

I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Bear-Admiral. 

Major-General  Canby, 

Commanding  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

P.  S. — Commodore  Palmer,  who  now  visits  your  headquarters, 
will  explain  our  position. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  to  drag  for  torpedoes  inside  Blakely  River  Bar. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  April  2,  1865. 

Sir:  Until  further  orders  you  will  send  in  two  picket  boats  during 
the  day  and  one  during  the  night,  to  sweep  and  drag  for  torpedoes 
inside  Blakely  River  Bar. 

The  officers  of  your  boat  will  be  directed  to  report  to  the  senior 
officer  inside  the  bar. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  off  Mobile,  Ala. 


4  ou  will  also  send  your  boarding  netting  to  the  senior  officer  inside 
the  bar,  which  will  be  used  to  close  the  channel.  Send  also  one  light 
kedge. 

E.  Simpson,  Fleet  Captain. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S. 
Army,  regarding  guns  for  shore  battery. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Blakely  Bar,  April  J+,  1865. 

General.  I  enclose  you  tlie  statement  of  some  intelligent  deserters 
from  Tracy,  who  came  off  last  evening  and  are  now  on  board  this  tin- 
clad.  I  have  sent  to  Pensacola  to  see  if  two  100-pounders  can  be  had 
ready  for  use.  General  Totten  came  to  see  me  about  our  three  30- 
pounder  Parrotts,  which  were  then  being  landed  at  your  wharf,  and  can 
go  forward  to  battery  at  once.  I  suggested  to  him  that  this  battery, 
after  being  placed,  should  be  given  to  navj^  men.  If  this  should  meet 
with  your  approbation,  I  have  officers,  surgeon,  and  men  all  detailed 
and  ready  to  go  at  it  on  the  shortest  notice.  I  will  communicate  the 
arrival  of  the  rest  of  my  ordnance. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Commanding  in  Chief,  Army 


H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

of  West  Mississippi. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Octorara, 
Monday  Evening,  April  3,  1865. 

My  Dear  Simpson  :  I  send  off  three  deserters  and  a  contraband, 
who  came  from  the  Winnebago,  having,  they  state,  left  Battery  Tracy 
this  afternoon  and  come  out  down  the  middle  channel  and  outside  of 
the  point  of  Duckers’  Bay.  They  say  that  there  are  2,000  men  in  the 
Spanish  Fort  works  and  the  same  number  at  Blakely;  that  the  rebels 
have  a  pathway  beneath  the  highland  below  the  entrance  to  Minette 
Bay  that  will  be  completed  in  a  week,  over  which  they  pass  to  the 
marsh  abreast  of  Battery  Tracy;  thence  to  Battery  Tracy  in  skiffs, 
and  across  the  marsh  to  Connor’s  Bayou,  and  so  by  a  steamboat  that 
meets  them  above  the  spiles  and  the  Danube  to  Mobile  by  way  of  the 
Tensas;  that  no  boats  (steamboats)  pass  down  the  middle  channel; 
that  the  rebels  can  get  no  supplies  except  by  skiffs,  as  the  battery  on 
Minette  Bay  effectually  cuts  them  off  from  the  forts,  and  ammunition  is 
scarce.  They  think  they  will  evacuate  or  surrender'soon  if  the  attack 
is  carried  on  vigorously.  They  state  that  it  is  reported  that  there  had 
been  a  fight  at  Blakely  and  the  Federals  whipped;  that  on  Battery 
Huger  are  mounted  two  10-inch  Brooke  rifles  that  throw  square-headed 
bolts  that  weigh  230  pounds,  and  three  other  7-inch  Brooke  guns,  two 
8-inch  columbiads,  and  a  10-inch  mortar;  on  Battery  Tracy,  two 
8-inch  Brooke  rifles,  another  7-inch  Brooke  rifle,  one  8-inch  howitzer, 
and  one  8-inch  columbiad.  The  battery  in  Minette  Bay  does  a  great 
deal  of  execution;  has  disabled  the  7-inc.h  Brooke  at  Fort  Tracy,  and 
the  traverse  circle  of  the  columbiad  was  injured,  but  is  temporarily 
repaired.  They  think  that  they  can’t  possibly  hold  out  more  than 
two  days  unless  the  blockade  runners  bring  them  ammunition,  as  they 
did  night  before  last.  They  think  they  have  ten  days’  rations,  if  not 
more.  Not  one  private  in  twenty  would  fight  if  they  could  get  out  of 
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it.  Guns  have  been  mounted  at  Choctaw  Bluff  from  Selma;  they 
have  no  gunboats  except  those  we  know.  I  came  off  from  the  net- 
stretching  to  send  these  men  to  you;  they  are  intelligent,  seem  well 
disposed,  and  worth  questioning.  I  will  give  Mr.  Camp,  the  signal 
officer,  a  boat  to  communicate  with  the  shore,  as  he  has  failed  to  call 
attention  by  signal  and  wishes  to  communicate  with  the  general. 

Truly,  yours, 

W.  W.  Low. 

P.  S. — The  passageway  along  the  marsh  can  be  used  only  at  night,  as 
it  is  in  sight  of  the  Minette  Bay  battery;  though  not  complete,  it  can 
be  used.  A  regiment  passed  over  it  last' week  and  were  taken  on  board 
a  steamboat  and  then  to  Blakely.  They  know  nothing  of  Forrest’s 
men  here.  They  have  heard  a  report  that  General  Thomas  had  lately 
had  a  fight  with  Forrest  in  the  neighborhood  of  Columbus,  Miss.,  but 
the  report  regarding  the  result  was  not  reliable,  as  it  gave  the  advan¬ 
tage  to  both  parties.  An  attack  was  made  at  Blakely  on  the  day 
before  yesterday  evening  and  the  Federals  repulsed.'  They  don’t 
know  what  guns  are  mounted  at  Blakely;  but  most  of  them  do  not 
bear  upon  the  river. 

Truly,  yours, 

W.  W.  L. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  proposed  attack  upon  Spanish  Fort. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi^ 

Near  Spanish  Fort,  Ala.,  April  4,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  this  morning  and  its  enclosure.  The  information  given  by  the 
deserters  is  confirmatory  of  that  already  received  from  deserters'  from 
Spanish  Fort.  To  cut  off  the  communication  by  the  route  described, 
I  propose  to  put  in  Minette  Bay  several  bateaux,  and,  if  you  can  spare 
them,  the  launches  asked  for  this  morning.  We  shall  open  upon  the 
fort  and  its  dependencies  at  5  o  clock  this  afternoon  with  all  the  guns 
we  have  in  position,  and  keep  up  the  bombardment  until  dark,  and 
continue  during  the  night  at  the  rate  of  one  shell  in  every  three  or 
four  minutes.  Can  the  Octorara  and  Winnebago  do  anything  to  help 
us  by  a  demonstration  on  the  front  of  the  rebel  works'  ?  Your  kind 
offer  to  man  the  30-pounders  furnished  us  by  a  party  from  your 
squadron  is  very  gratefully  accepted.  I  will  notify  you  when  thev 
will  be  needed.  J 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
Navy,  requesting  cooperation  for  the  capture  of  Batteries  Huger  and  Tracy. 


II.  S. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

April  5  [4],  1865. 

Admiral:  I  propose,  as  soon  as  our  occupation  of  the  north  end  of 
Mmette  Bay  is  secured,  to  organize  a  force  for  the  purpose  of  captur¬ 
ing  Battery  Tracy  or  Huger,  or  both  of  them.  In  this  we  shall  need 
the  assistance  of  the  navy,  if  it  can  be  spared,  in  boats  and  in  sailors 
to  man  them.  I  wish  to  send  about  200  volunteers  from  the  army, 
and  we  shall  need  eight  or  ten  boats  in  addition  to  those  we  have, 
and  fifty  or  sixty  sailors  to  row'  them.  Will  you  please  advise  me  at 
your  earliest  convenience  whether  you  can  give  us  this  assistance? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S. 

Army,  promising  cooperation  in  an  assault  upon  Forts  Tracy  and  Huger. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Blakely  River,  [April  f],  1865. 

Sir  :  I  shall  be  happy  to  aid  you  in  any  way  in  my  power  in  send¬ 
ing  you  boats  to  land  your  men  at  Forts  Tracy  and  Huger.  To  send 
sixty  men  in  these  boats  to  row  them  will  be  nearly  a  load  for  them, 
at  least  they  will  be  nearly  filled  with  their  own  crews,  so  that  an 
assaulting  party  would  find  but  little  room  in  them,  particularly  as 
our  vessels  are  all  small  and  their  boats  proportionally  so.  I  would 
therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  your  assaulting  party  be  drilled  at 
the  oars,  and  we  will  endeavor  to  furnish  the  eight  or  ten  boats  at 
night.  Every  boat  in  this  little  fleet  has  been  engaged  every  moment 
in  dragging  for  torpedoes  all  day  and  night,  or  in  saving  public 
property  from  the  three  wrecks.  But  should  you  propose  this 
attack  at  night  the  boats  could  be  better  spared.  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Franklin,  our  late  fleet  captain,  will  command  the  launches 
intended  to  operate  in  Minette  Bay.  I  have  said  nothing  of  my 
present  scarcity  of  efficient  officers  to  send  with  the  assaulting  boats, 
but  presume  you  have  sufficient  who  are  quite  able  to  take  charge  of 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

-  Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  Canby. 

P.  S. — I  regret  that  the  growing  moon  will  disclose  your  approach. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Eaton  U.  S.  Army, 

regarding  launches  for  howitzers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Blakely  Bar,  April  Jj,  1865. 

Captain:  I  send  you  the  three  deserters  as  you  desire  in  your 
dispatch  of  this  instant.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  light-draft  vessels 
which  we  are  obliged  to  use  in  this  shallow  [water]  have  no  launches. 
From  the  Richmond,  now  coaling  at  Pensacola  Bay,  and  the  Ports¬ 
mouth,  at  New  Orleans,  we  could  probably  obtain  two  boats  fitted 
for  howitzers.  Of  the  latter  we  can  furnish  6-pounders  and  12- 
pounders.  I  see  at  once  the  vast  importance  of  this  service,  and 
deeply  regret  my  inability  to  send  them  to  you  at  once.  The  Rich¬ 
mond  will  not  probably  be  here  before  Sunday  or  Monday.  Can  you 
send  a  dispatch  steamer  to  New  Orleans  or  Lakeport  and  to  Pensacola 
for  these  launches?  If  so,  I  will  give  the  order  to  deliver  them  forth¬ 
with. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

.  Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  S.  M.  Eaton, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  acknowledging  offer  of  howitzer  boats. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Near  Spanish  Fort,  Ala.,  April  Jj,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  by  Lieutenant  Lyon;  also  of  your  note 
to  Captain  Eaton.  I  am  very  much  obliged  for  your  offer  of  howitzer 
boats  and  send  this  by  Captain  Cook,  aid-de-camp,  with  the  request 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  hand  him  the  orders  for  the  launches  at 
Pensacola  and  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully;  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

t-,  *  i  •  1  TT  ™  Major-General  Commanding. 

Pear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Molile  Bay. 


[Telegram.] 

Starke’s  Landing,  April  Jj,  1865—11:80  p.  to. 

Admiral  Thatcher  had,  previous  to  my  arrival,  senffoTthe launches 
at  Pensacola.  I  am  off  immediately. 

M.  K.  Cook, 

T  ■  .  ,  _  Captain  and  Aid-de-Camv. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Christensen,  ” 

Assistant  Adjutant-General , 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Bailey,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army 
forwarding  congratulatory  message  on  the  capture  of  Selma,  Ala. 

Headquarters  Engineer  Brigade,  April  5,  1865. 

I  am  requested  by  the  admiral  to  telegraph  the  following:  letter 
to  Major-General  Canby: 

U.  S.  Tinclad  Stockdale — 10  p.  m. 

General:  I  thank  you  for  the  information  of  the  capture  of  Selma,  etc.  I  think  your 
work  is  now  short  and  pleasant.  God  be  praised  for  the  intelligence.  I  shall  also  fire  a 
salute  of  100  guns  on  this  delightful  intelligence.  I  congratulate  you  and  your  army  with 
all  my  heart.  This  must  have  been  Thomas. 

Very  truly,  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Respectfully, 

J.  Bailey, 
Brigadier-General. 

Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S. 

Army,  giving  information  published  in  Mobile  papers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  [April  7,  1865.] 
This  morning  we  have  two  refugees,  youngsters,  natives  of  New 
York.  The  Mobile  papers  of  yesterday  report  Johnston’s  second 
defeat  by  Sherman,  in  which  the  latter  captured  10,000  prisoners 
and  completely  dispersed  the  rebel  army.  Sherman  has  occupied 
Greensboro,  and  has  advanced  to  Gaston,  N.  C.,  near  the  Virginia 
line.  In  Mobile  there  are  no  troops  but  the  Pelham  battalion  of 
boys.  At  Hall's  Mills  are  5,000  cavalry.  The  papers  say  also  a 
steamer  started  yesterday  with  four  100-pounder  Parrotts  for  Spanish 
Fort;  that  besides  the  Nashville,  Huntsville,  Tuscaloosa,  and  Morgan, 
the  rebels  have  at  Blakely  two  rams,  which  were  towed  up  there; 
that  Thomas,  at  last  accounts,  was  advancing  from  Selma  to  Mont¬ 
gomery  and  had  taken  it.  They  say  that  garrisons  have  been  left 
in  the  forts  on  west  side  of  the  bay;  that  authorities  seem  determined 
to  hold  out  at  Spanish  Fort  to  the  last,  and  that  they  are  driving 
piles  at  the  junction  of  the  Alabama  and  Spanish  rivers,  and  that 
there  are  no  forts  on  the  marsh  there;  that  the  general  opinion  is 
that  nothing  can  prevent  Sherman’s  junction,  at  Petersburg,  with 
Grant,  and  that  Lee  must  surrender.  They  also  say  that  all  supplies 
to  Spanish  Fort  are  taken  by  way  of  Blakely,  the  ammunition  by 
land,  and  provisions  by  steamboats.  These  refugees  say  that  at 
last  accounts  Steele  was  26  miles  distant  from  Blakely,  and  that  no 
attempt  [will  be  made]  to  hold  Mobile  City  after  the  fall  of  these 
Spanish  forts ;  that  very  many  of  the  Mobile  inhabitants  are  praying 
for  our  success. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


General  Canby. 
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Order  of  Major  General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  Bailey,  U.  S.  Army,  to  for¬ 
ward  request  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher  regarding  gun  carriages. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

April  7,  1865. 

Please  forward  the  following  dispatch: 

Admiral  Thatcher:  Captain  Starrett,  your  ordnance  officer,  informs  me  that  there 
are  two,  if  not  more,  Marsilly  carriages,  with  breechings  and  implements  complete  for 
100-pounder  Parrotts,  at  the  Reading  Press  Naval  Ordnance  Depot,  at  New  Orleans,  and 
two  at  Pensacola  navy  yard.  I  respectfully  request  that  the  same  may  be  sent  for,  or, 
in  case  it  should  not  be  practicable  for  the  navy  to  furnish  transportation,  tfiat-  the  carriages 
be  turned  over  to  the  respective  quartermasters  at  New  Orleans  and  Pensacola. 

These  carriages  will  only  be  used  in  case  the  platforms  we  are  now  constructing  should 
not  be  found  to  answer.  I  am  much  obliged  for  your  interesting  dispatch  about  Sherman, 
etc. 

Yours,  truly,  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M  ajor-General. 

C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Brigadier-General  J.  Bailey. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S. 

Army,  responding  to  request  for  gun  carriages. 

Headquarters  Engineer  Brigade, 

April  7,  1865. 

I  have  just  received  the  following  from  the  flagship: 

Flagship  Stockdale,  April  7, 1865. 

1  shall  comply  with  your  request  in  giving  the  order  for  the  gun  carriages  at  New  Orleans 
and  Pensacola.  I  expect  that  I  have  no  transportation.  Will  place  in  hands  of  your  aid- 
de-camp  the  orders  on  the  respective  commanders  to  turn  over  to  your  quartermasters. 
I  had  just  dispatched  a  steamer  to  New  Orleans  on  service  only  fifteen  minutes  since.  The 
two  refugees  tell  me  that  several  loads  of  wounded  and  dead  were  brought  into  Mobile 
per  steamers  from  Spanish  Fort,  and  that  they  saw  them. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Major-General  Canby. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  for 
the  delivery  of  gun  carriages  for  use  in  Mobile  Bay. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Mobile  Bay,  April  7,  1865. 

Please  deliver  to  the  United  States  Army  quartermaster  at  New 
Orleans  two  or  more  Marsilly  gun  carriages,  with  equipments  and 
breechings,  for  use  in  Mobile  Bay,  from  Reading  Press  Naval  Arsenal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Captain  George  F.  Emmons, 

Senior  Officer,  158  Canal  Street.  New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Armstrong,  U.  S.  Navy, 
for  delivery  of  gun  carriages  for  use  in  Mobile  Bay. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 
Mobile  Bay,  April  7,  1865. 

Please  deliver  to  the  United  States  quartermaster  the  two  gun 
carriages  for  100-pounder  Parrotts,  with  their  equipments,  now  in 
your  hands,  for  use  in  the  siege  of  Spanish  Fort,  Mobile  Bay. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Bear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  F.  Armstrong,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

[April  7,  1865.] 

What  is  the  matter  on  your  left?  Telegraph  at  once  and  keep 
the  operator  at  his  post  all  night. 

Canby. 

General  F.  Steele. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

In  Front  of  Blakely,  April  [7],  1865. 

I  have  sent  an  officer  to  see  what  is  the  matter.  I  will  report  as 
soon  as  he  returns.  I  think  there  is  nothing  unusual. 

F.  Steele, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Canby. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  of  General  Steele, 

April  7,  1865. 

The  gunboat  Morgan  is  shelling  our  left. 

F.  Steele, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Telegram.] 


Flagship  Stockdale, 

April  8,  1865—8:45  p.  m. 

Your  dispatch  of  the  8th,  8  p.  m.,  just  received.  I  congratulate  you 
on  your  success  this  p.  m.  A  splendid  shelling  you  gave  them  could 
not  be  surpassed.  I  am  now  hard  at  work,  and  have  been  all 
night  and  all  day,  and  shall  be  all  this  night,  clearing  the  ground  tor 
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the  monitors  to  advance,  and  I  will  try  to  put  them  within  shelling 
distance  to-morrow.  Torpedoes  very  numerous;  100  pounds  in  many 
of  them.  I  shall  persevere.  I  have  100-pounder  Parrott  en  route 
from  Pensacola,  all  fitted.  Can  I  have  it  put  in  navy  battery  on  its 
arrival  ? 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral . 

Major-General  Oanby. 


[Telegram.] 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  Thanks  for  your  kind  expressions  and 
for  your  cordial  cooperation.  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  the  addi¬ 
tional  100-pounder  and  to  place  it  in  the  naval  battery,  as  you  suggest. 
That  battery  behaved  admirably  to-day. 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 

Admiral  Thatcher. 


[Telegram.]  » 

Headquarters  of  General  Steele, 

April  8,  1865. 

Thirty-pounder  put  seven  shots  into  the  Morgan.  She  is  going 
down  Raft  River.  Nashville  took  shelter  behind  earthworks  on  the 
enemy’s  left  and  is  now  backing  downstream.  Huntsville  has  not 
moved.  She  and  batteries  on  shore  are  shelling  our  siege  battery. 

F.  Steele, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  announcing  the  occupation  of  Spanish  Fort  and  Fort  Alexis. 


April  8,  1865. 


I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Spanish  Fort  and  Fort  Alexis 
are  now  in  our  possession.  Be  kind  enough  to  put  your  officers  on 
their  guard,  that  they  do  not  fire  into  us  in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully, 


Admiral  Thatcher, 

( Care  of  General  Bailey). 


E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Stockdale, 

April  9,  1865 — 3  a.  m. 

I  was  already  in  possession  of  the  fact  that  the  Spanish  Fort  and 
Alexis  had  surrendered,  but  not  the  less  obliged  to  you  for  the  infor¬ 
mation,  and  had  already  given  orders  not  to  fire. '  We  have  found 


1 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


87 


twelve  huge  torpedoes  to-night,  between  present  monitor  anchorage 
and  the  spot  selected  for  anchorage  to-morrow,  one  mile  and  a  half 
higher  up.  Hope  to  communicate  with  you  in  the  morning.  So  soon 
as  you  hoist  our  American  flag  on  the  fort  we  shall  salute  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

General  Canby. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

April  9,  1865. 

The  American  flag  has  been  waving  for  more  than  two  hours  over 
the  water  battery  in  Spanish  Fort,  but  I  shall  cause  it  to  be  hoisted 
at  once  at  the  highest  point,  viz,  Fort  Alexis.  As  soon  as  I  know 
the  result  for  certain,  I  will  advise  you.  I  think  it  is  somewhere  in 
the  neighborhood  of  15  to  20  guns  and  1,600  to  2,000  prisoners. 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 

Admiral  Thatcher, 

( Care  of  General  Bailey). 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Bailey,  U.  S.  Army,  forwarding  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  Petersburg. 


Headquarters  Engineer  Brigade,  April  9,  1865. 
The  admiral  has  just  sent  the  following  dispatch,  which  he  wishes 
me  to  telegraph  to  Major-General  Canby: 

Flagship  Stockdale. 


By  a  dispatch  boat  from  New  Orleans  we  have  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Richmond  and 
Petersburg  on  the  3d  of  April.  Lee  is  retreating  toward  Danville,  followed  up  by  Grant. 
Very  respectfully,  „  K  x,,1TCnER> 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canbt. 


Very  respectfully, 


Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


J.  Bailey, 
Brigadier-General. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  GUI,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruction  of  torpedoes  in  the 

channel  of  Blakely  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Metacomet, 

Mobile  Bay,  April  9,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your 
orders  I  saw  the  channel  of  Blakely  River  very  thoroughly  swept  by 
drag  nets  from  the  large  net  secured  across  the  river  down  to  the 
U  3  ironclad  Winnebago,  20  boats  forming  across  the  channel  with 
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a  large  drag  net  between  every  two  boats.  They  swept  down  the 
channel  six  different  times  and  across  the  stream  from  shore  to  shore 
two  different  times,  and  succeeded  in  dragging  up  and  destroying 
five  large  torpedoes  below  the  standing  net,  found  16  large  torpedoes 
entangled  in  the  standing  net,  and  several  torpedoes  above  the  net, 
which  were  drifting  down  with  the  current,  all  of  which  were  destroyed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chris.  C.  Gill, 

Acting  Master,  TJ.  S.  S.  Metacomet. 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet. 


Letter  from  Fleet  Captain  Simpson,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Crosby,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  referring 
to  the  successful  efforts  of  the  latter  in  the  destruction  of  torpedoes. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  April  9,  1865. 

Dear  Crosby:  I  was  just  speaking  to  the  admiral  before  your 
message  arrived  and  was  dwelling  on  the  triumph  that  you 'had 
achieved  with  your  net,  taking  occasion  to  let  him  know  of  your  great 
efforts  of  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  He  does  not  expect  you  or 
yours  to  work  to-night,  but  is  desirous  that  to-morrow  you  will  go 
to  work  and  plant  the  other  net  high  enough  up  to  enable  the  moni¬ 
tors  to  drive  the  rebels  out  of  Tracy  and  Huger  batteries. 

I  hope  that  your  exposure  may  not  produce  serious  sickness.  You 
may  rest  assured  that  the  officers  who  are  closely  regarding  opera¬ 
tions  here  appreciate  the  man  on  whose  efforts  all  our  successes,  up 
to  now,  have  rested. 

Yours,  truly, 


Captain  Crosby, 

Metacomet. 


E.  Simpson. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  capture  of  Fort 

Alexis  and  Spanish  Fort. 

No.  53.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Blakely  River,  Mobile  Bay,  April  9,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Fort  Alexis 
and  Spanish  Fort  fell  into  our  hands  last  night  and  at  1  a.  m.  to-day. 
These  very  strong  works  were  heavily  bombarded  last  evening  from 
5  to  7  o’clock  by  army  and  navy.  Our  battery  on  shore,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Gillis,  late  of  the  U.  S.  ironclad 
Milwaukee,  is  highly  spoken  of  by  General  Canby  for  its  efficiency 
in  the  attack.  The  stars  and  stripes  are  now  flying  over  the  walls 
of  these  works,  which  are  considered  the  key  to  Mobile.  Our  pris¬ 
oners  will  amount  to  from  1,600  to  2,000  men  and  16  heavy  guns. 
Eighteen  large  submerged  torpedoes  were  taken  by  our  boats  from 
Apalachee  or  Blakely  Fiver  last  night  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
our  gunboats.  These  are  the  only  enemies  that  we  regard. 
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I  trust  at  an  early  day  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Department  that 
the  city  of  Mobile  is  ours.  The  enemy  has  lost  heavily  in  killed  and 
wounded  since  this  attack  commenced,  and  the  interior  of  the  forts 
this  morning  is  reported  to  be  strewn  with  dead  and  wounded 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  T Vest  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  regarding  convoy  duty. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  Ala.,  April  11,  1865. 

Sir:  A  force  of  the  army  will  be  moved  at  daylight  to  the  western 
shore. 


,  The  gunboats  will  be  required  as  a  convoy  and  to  cover  the  landing. 
Tou  will  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  move  at  the  time  specified. 

All  further  orders  will  be  communicated  by  signal  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  off  Mobile,  Ala. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S. 

Navy,  requesting  a  force  to  man  howitzer  boats  from  Pensacola. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  Of  West  Mississippi, 

Blakely,  Ala.,  April  11,  1865.  i 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  N.  P. 
Banks  has  just  arrived  from  Pensacola,  having  in  tow  two  naval 
howitzer  boats,  with  their  guns,  etc.  General  Bailey  has  been  directed 
to  furnish  the  necessary  facilities  for  having  them  sent  to  Blakely,  and 
I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  oblige  me  by  sending  forward 
with  them  the  proper  officers  and  sailors  to  man  them.  I  am 
informed  that  the  second  naval  100-pounder  Parrott  has  not  been 
yet  sent  ashore.  Will  it  be  possible  to  get  it  landed  to-day?  I  am 
anxious  to  get  it  into  position. 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Tbatcher,  U.  S. 

Navy,  requesting  an  interview. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

April  11,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  can  not  well  leave  the  front  to-day,  but  am  anxious  to 
see  you,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  of  asking  you  to  come  up  and  dine 
with  me  if  you  can  spare  the  time.  I  will  send  an  officer  and  escort 
to  the  landing  to  come  up  with  you,  if  you  decide  to  come.  General 
Bailey  will  be  directed  to  furnish  horses  for  yourself  and  any  officers 
wo  ma^  d.esire  to  bring  up  with  you.  1  have  dispatches  from 
Wilson.  His  captures  at  Selma  will  make  about  4,000  prisoners, 
100  guns,  all  the  arsenals,  workshops,  etc. 


Admiral  Thatcher. 


Ed.  R.  S.  Canby. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S. 
Navy,  arranging  for  proposed  interview. 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

April  11,  1865. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  your  indisposition  will  prevent  you 
from  enjoying  a  horseback  ride  to  Blakely,  but  if  you  are  able  to  ride 
m  an  ambulance  General  Bailey  will  furnish  you  with  one,  and  I  need 
hardly  say  that  I  shall  be  delighted  to  see  you. 

Very  truly,  * 


Admiral  Thatcher, 

( Care  of  General  Bailey). 


E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 


[Telegram.] 


ITdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi 

Aprit 11,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  wish  to  land  a  force  on  the  west  side  of  the  bav  at 
daylight  to-morrow  morning.  Can  I  have  the  services  of  your'  tin- 
clads;  The  troops  will  be  at  Starke’s  Landing  to  embark  at  10 
o  clock.  I  hey  will  require  some  convoy  in  addition. 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

*  i  •  ,  rp  Major-General. 

Admiral  Thatcher, 

( Care  of  General  Bailey). 
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,  [Telegram.! 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

April  11,  1865. 

Battery  Tracy,  and  probably  Huger,  will  be  attacked  to-night  by 
a  boat  expedition.  Will  you  please  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
prevent  a  lire  upon  the  boats  by  the  gunboats  ? 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General. 

Admiral  Thatcher, 

( Care  of  General  Bailey). 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Stockdale, 

[April  11,  1865.) 

Your  dispatch  from  the  field  has  this  day  been  received  relative 
to  convoy  and  transportation  to-morrow  across  the  bay.  I  shall  be 
able  to  place  two  tinclads  at  your  disposal,  and  will  have  them  ready 
at  daylight.  I  will  also  have  substantial  aid  in  gunboats,  and  will 
clear  the  woods  in  advance  of  your  landing  so  soon  as  I  learn  your 
proposed  point  of  debarkation. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

General  Canby. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

April  11,  1865. 

The  troops  will  commence  embarking  at  12,  and  I  will  be  greatly 
obliged  if  you  will  have  the  tinclads  at  the  wharf  at  that  hour. 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 

Admiral  Thatcher, 

( Care  of  General  Bailey). 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

[April  11] — 10: 15  p.  m. 

I  will  send  the  tinclads  directly  to  the  wharf. 

Respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


General  Canby. 
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Detailed  report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  occupation  of  Forts 
Huger  and  Tracy  and  expected  evacuation  of  Mobile. 

No.  60.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  April  12,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  Monday, 
the  10th  ^instant,  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  Fort  Alexis  and 
Spanish  Fort,  detailed  in  my  dispatch  No.  53,  dated  April  the  9th, 
the  Octorara,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Low,  and  the  ironclads 
were  enabled  in  consequence  of  the  thorough  dragging  of  the  Blakely 
River  through  the  indefatigable  and  intelligent  exertions  of  Com¬ 
mander  Peirce  Crosby,  of  the  Metacomet,  to  move  up  the  river  nearly 
abreast  of  Spanish  Fort,  from  which  point  Lieutenant-Commander 
Low,  with  his  rifled  gun,  shelled  with  great  precision  Forts  Huger 
and  Iracy,  and  with  such  effect  that  both  these  forts  were  evacuated 
on  the  evening  of  the  11th,  and  our  forces  took  possession,  capturing 
a  few  prisoners  in  the  adjoining  marsh.  These  forts  I  shall  hold 
until  General  Canby  can  garrison  them  with  his  troops. 

This  morning  I  moved  with  the  gunboats,  convoying  8,000  men  of 
General  Granger’s  force,  to  the  west  side  of  Mobile  Bay  for  the  purpose 
of  attacking  Mobile. 

On  our  arrival  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  evacu¬ 
ated  all  their  defenses,  and  retreated  with  their  gunboats  up  the 
Alabama  River.  The  gunboats  will  in  a  few  days  unquestionably 
be  captured  unless  destroyed  by  the  rebels  themselves. 

General  Granger  and  myself  have  just  sent  into  Mobile  a  formal 
demand  to  the  mayor  for  its  unconditional  surrender,  which  will 
undoubtedly  be  accorded,  as  the  city  is  now  at  our  mercy.  The 
navy  has  already  hoisted  the  stars  and  stripes  over  the  walls  of  Fort 
Pmto  and  Spanish  River  Battery. 

We  also  have  entire  possession  of  Choctaw  Point  Battery  and  three 
heavy  forts  below  it  within  Garrow’s  Bend. 

I  shall  place  a  sufficient  number  of  gunboats  directly  in  front  of 
the  city  to  give  efficient  protection  to  the  loyal  inhabitants,  of  which 
I  learn  there  are  a  great  number.  General  Canby,  with  the  forces 
under  his  immediate  command,  is  at  present  in  Blakely,  though  I 
have  constant  telegraphic  communication  with  him. 

I  send  this  dispatch  by  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Gillis,  whose 
vessel,  the  Milwaukee,  was,  as  the  Department  has  already  been 
informed,  destroyed  by  a  torpedo.  I  subsequently  gave  him  charge 
ot  the  naval  battery  on  shore,  with  which  he  rendered  very  effective 
service  m  the  shelling  of  Fort  Alexis  and  Spanish  Fort.  I  commend 
him  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  for  zeal  and  gallantry. 

i  am  also  niuch  indebted  to  Commander  Crosby,  who  has  been 
untiring  m  freeing  the  Blakely  River  of  torpedoes,  having  succeeded 
m  removing  over  150,  a  service  demanding  coolness,  judgment  and 
perseverance.  J  &  ’ 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-H-.  K_.  Thatqher 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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April  12,  1865. 

5:  30  a.  m. — No  traces  of  Morgan.  Can  not  see  Mobile. 

6:  15  a.  m. — No  steamers  observed  at  wharves  at  Mobile.  Three 
river  steamers  and  apparently  two  blockade  runners  have  just  passed 
up  Alabama  River  and  disappeared. 

R.  P.  Strong, 

Signal  Officer,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Captain  S.  M.  Eaton. 


A  gunboat  is  coming  over. 


General  Canby. 


Spanish  Fort,  April  12,  1865. 

C.  F.  M.  Denicke, 
Acting  Signal  Officer. 


From  what  point  is  the  gunboat  coming?  Is  it  rebel  or  Federal? 
By  order  of  General  Canby: 

G.  W.  Lyon, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Spanish  Fort,  [April  12],  1865. 

It  is  one  of  our  gunboats  from  our  fleet  near  Mobile.  One  of  our 
navy  dispatch  boats  was  just  blown  up  by  a  torpedo  off  Fort  Huger. 
The  transport  Lockwood  went  up  to  Blakely. 

Respectfully, 

C.  F.  M.  Denicke, 

Acting  Signal  Officer. 


General  Canby. 


Demand  for  the  surrender  of  Mobile. 

Headquarters  Land  and  Naval  U.  S.  Forces, 

Near  Mobile,  Ala.,  April  12,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  city  is  menaced  by  a  large  land  and  naval  force.  We 
deem  it  proper  to  demand  its  immediate  and  imconditional  surrender. 
Aery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

G.  Granger, 

Major-General,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Mayor  Slough, 

Mobile,  Ala. 
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Surrender  of  Mobile  by  the  mayor  of  that  city. 

Mayor’s  Office, 

City  of  Mobile,  April  12,  1865. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  at  the  hands  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  G.  Laughlin, 
staff  of  Major-General  Granger,  commanding  Thirteenth  Army 
Corps,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  R.- Franklin,  U.  S.  Navy,  staff 
of  Admiral  Thatcher,  demanding  the  immediate  and  unconditional 
surrender  of  this  city.  The  city  has  been  evacuated  by  the  military 
authorities  and  its  municipal  authority  is  now  under  my  control. 
Your  demand  has  been  granted,  and  I  trust,  gentlemen,  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  all  the  safeguards  which  you  can  throw  around  our 
people  will  be  secured  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Slough, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Mobile. 

Major-General  Gordon  Granger, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  II.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Granger,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army, 

announcing  the  surrender  of  Mobile. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Army  Corps, 

April  13,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Laughlin,  of  my  staff,  and  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Franklin,  of  the  Navy,  were  sent  up  from  Catfish  Landing 
in  advance  of  my  column  by  land,  and  received  from  Mayor  SlougS 
the  surrender  of  the  city.  Our  flag  was  placed  over  the  city  hall  at 
12:  30  p.  m.  yesterday.  I  reached  the  city  in  the  General  Banks  at 
4  o  clock  m  the  afternoon,  crossing  up  the  old  ship  channel  and  pass¬ 
ing  over  the  obstructions.  The  people  exhibited  friendly  feeling 
We  have  found  in  the  city  more  than  20,000  bales  of  cotton,  and  per¬ 
haps  30,000,  as  information  of  additional  quantities  is  being  con¬ 
stantly  received.  More  than  100  pieces  of  ordnance,  not  permanently 
injured,  and  immense  quantities  of  ordnance  stores  of  all  kinds  have 
been  taken  possession  of.  The  dry  dock  is  uninjured.  Considerable 
supplies  of  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores  remain.  The  citi¬ 
zens  shortly  before  we  arrived  broke  into  subsistence  depots  and 
^P^opnated  largely  to  their  own  use.  I  have  sent  out  two  brigades 
to  Whistler  to  take  possession  of  railroad  property  over  there  and 
will  send  another  brigade  to  Spring  Hill,  and  thoroughly  scour  the 
country.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  you  confer  with 
Admiral  Thatcher  to  secure  without  de’ay  the  opening  of  the  main 
channel  to  the  city.  From  the  knowledge  obtained,  no  considerable 
difficulty  will  attend  the  work.  My  force  is  here  without  transpor¬ 
tation  or  supplies,  and  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  them  sent  up  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  can  subsist  it  here,  if  necessary.  Small  forces 
ot  rebel  cavalry  are  about  the  country. 

G.  Granger, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby. 
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Cairo,  III.,  April  18,  1885. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 

Sir:  Mobile  occupied  by  our  troops  on  the  12th.  Enemy  evacu¬ 
ated.  Have  dispatches  from  Admiral  Thatcher. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  G.  Welles. 


J.  H.  Gillis, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  surrender  of  Mobile. 

No.  61.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  April  15,  1865. 

Sir:  In  my  last  dispatch  of  the  12th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to 
inform  the  Department  that  General  Granger  and  myself  had 
demanded  the  immediate  and  unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  of 
Mobile,  and  that  it  would  undoubtedly  be  accorded,  as  the  city  was 
at  our  mercy  and  we  were  in  possession  of  the  outside  forts.  The 
officers  detailed  by  General  Granger  and  myself  were  met  by  the 
mayor  and  other  authorities  near  the  entrance  of  the  city  and  the 
demand  for  its  surrender  was  there  made.  The  parties  then  repaired 
to  the  city  hall  where  the  mayor  addressed  us  the  following  commu¬ 
nication  : 

Mayob’s  Office, 

City  of  Mobile,  April  12, 1865. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  at  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  G.  Laughlin,  staff  of  Major-General  Granger,  commanding 
Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  R.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Navy,  staff  of 
Admiral  Thatcher,  demanding  the  immediate  and  unconditional  surrender  of  this  city. 
The  city  has  been  evacuated  by  the  military  authorities,  and  its  municipal  authority  is  now 
within  my  control.  Your  demand  has  been  granted,  and  I  trust,  gentlemen,  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  all  the  safeguards  which  you  can  throw  around  our  people  will  be  secured  to 
them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  R.  H.  Slough, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Mobile. 

Major-General  Gokdon  Grangek, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

The  flag  of  the  United  States  was  then  hoisted  on  the  city  hall, 
and  a  portion  of  the  troops  immediately  advanced  to  preserve  order 
and  to  prevent  pillage.  The  provost  guard  being  established,  the 
works  around  the  city,  which  are  of  immense  extent  and  strength, 
were  then  garrisoned.  The  navy  yard  has  been  seized  in  behalf  of 
the  Navy,  but  most  of  its  contents  had  been  destroyed,  except  some 
lumber  and  a  quantity  of  soft  coal.  The  Octorara  and  three  river 
monitors  are  now  at  anchor  in  front  of  the  city,  having  passed  up  the 
Blakely  and  thence  down  the  Tensas.  The  former  and  one  of  the 
ironclads  will  be  sent  up  to  the  Tombigbee  River,  where  the  rebel 
ironclad  Nashville  and  gunboat  Morgan  have  fled;  but  the  Huntsville 
and  Tuscaloosa,  two  powerful  rams,  were  sunk  in  Spanish  River 

before  the  evacuation.  . 

Our  naval  forces  are  now  busily  engaged  blowing  up  and  removing 
the  obstructions  in  the  main  ship  channel,  which  have  proved  to  be 
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very  formidable  and  full  of  torpedoes,  although  we  are  removing  them 
rapidly.  I  regret,  in  this  connection,  to  inform  the  Department  that 
the  tug  Ida  has  been  destroyed  by  a  torpedo  whilst  engaged  in  this 
work,  as  well  as  a  launch  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  that  the  tug  Althea 
was  destroyed  in  dragging  for  torpedoes  in  Blakely  River.  Also 
that  the  gunboat  Sciota  was  sunk  yesterday  whilst  underway,  run¬ 
ning  across  the  bay  in  12  feet  water.  There  is  a  prospect  of  raising 
this  vessel  and  repairing  her  damages. 

The  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  thus  lost, 
together  with  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  will  be  forwarded  as 
soon  as  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Id.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

P.  S. — So  far  as  ascertained,  the  number  of  guns  captured  by  the 
Army  and  Navy  will  not  fall  short  of  400,  many  of  them  new  and  of  the 
heaviest  caliber.  The  amount  of  ammunition  and  ordnance  stores 
is  also  very  large. 

H.  K.  T., 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


Congratulatory  order  from  the  Navy  Department  on  the  fall  of  Mobile. 

General  Orders,  [ 

No.  11.  j 

The  following  congratulatory  letter  from  the  Navy  Department, 
on  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  will  be  read  on  the  quarter-deck 
of  the  vessels  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  at  the  first  general  muster 
subsequent  to  its  receipt. 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  April  29,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  several  dispatches,  from 
time  to  time,  advising  it  of  your  operations  before  Mobile — the  last 
one,  dated  the  15th  instant,  announcing  the  surrender  on  the  day 
previous  of  the  city  to  the  army  and  naval  forces,  commanded,  respec¬ 
tively,  by  Major-General  Granger  and  yourself. 

The  Department  had  watched  with  considerable  interest,  but  with 
no  fear  of  an  unsuccessful  result,  the  combined  army  and  navy  move¬ 
ments  against  the  immediate  defenses  of  Mobile  for  the  last  few 
weeks,  and  after  the  capture  of  Fort  Alexis  and  Spanish  Fort,  and 
the  successful  shelling,  resulting  in  the  evacuation  of  Forts  Tracy 
and  Huger,  was  not  surprised  to  learn  of  the  retreat  of  the  insurgent 
force  to  the  interior,  and  the  abandonment  of  their  last  formidable 
foothold  on  the  coast. 

Although  no  bloody  strife  preceded  the  capture  of  Mobile,  the 
result  was  none  the  less  creditable.  Much  has  been  expended  to  ren¬ 
der  it  invulnerable,  and  nothing  but  the  well-conducted  preparations 
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ll'}  caPture,  which  pointed  to  success,  could  have  induced  the 
rebel  commander  to  abandon  it  with  its  formidable  defenses,  mount¬ 
ing  nearly  400  guns,  many  of  them  of  the  newest  pattern  and  heaviest 
caliber,  its  abundant  supply  of  ammunition  and  ordnance  stores,  and 
its  torpedo-planted  roads  and  waters,  without  a  serious  conflict. 

i  am  happy  in  extending  to  you  and  those  under  your  command, 
and  to  Major-General  Granger  and  those  under  his  command  the 
congratulations  of  the  Navy  Department  for  this  victory  which 
places  in  our.  possession,  with  but  one  exception,  all  the  chief  points 

°? Ah°  ,u,riern  coast,  and  bids  fair  to  be  the  closing  naval  contest 
of  the  rebellion. 

Very  respectfully,  etc,,  Gideon  Welles, 

.  , .  „  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Mobile,  Ala. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  receipt  of  congratu¬ 
lations  from  the  Department. 

* 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

-  Off  City  of  Mobile,  May  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Department’s  dispatch 
of  the  29th  of  April,  extending  to  me  and  those  under  my  command, 
and  to  Major-General  Granger  and  those  under  his  command,  the 
congratulations  of  the  Department  on  the  surrender  of  Mobile. 

I  have  expressed  to  Mafbr-General  Granger  the  thanks  of  the 
Department,  and  issued  a  general  order  to  the  squadron,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Instructions  from  Colonel  Garner,  C.  S.  Army,  chief  of  staff,  to  Captain  Moore,  C.  S.  Army, 

commanding  special  scouts. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  March  18,  1865. 

Captain:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  employ 
some  one  to  go  on  Dauphin  Island  and  some  vessel  of  the  fleet,  to 
ascertain  whether  troops  have  been  embarking  either  at  Pensacola 
or  at  any  point  in  the  lower  bay  for  Wilmington  or  elsewhere.  You 
must  impress  upon  the  people  of  Pensacola  that  they  must  behave 
properly  or  they  will  be  sent  away. 

i  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  G.  Garner, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Captain  Frank  Moore, 

Commanding  Special  Scouts,  near  Fowl  River. 
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Letter  from  Colonel  Garner,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Moore,  C.  S.  Army,  referring  to  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  around  Blakely  and  Spanish  Fort. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  April  2,  1865. 

Dear  Captain:  We  have  examined  into  the  case  of  Ladner,  and 
the  general  has  consented  to  release  him,  with  express  injunctions 
if  caught  again  communicating  with  the  enemy  he  must  be  summarily 
dealt  with.  The  copy  of  orders  given  Mr.  Gallagher  was  shown 
Lieutenant  Stokes,  at  Pascagoula,  so  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Yiolett. 
Mr.  Gallagher  had  permission  from  General  Maury  to  pass  the  Con¬ 
federate  lines,  and  Ladner  was  only  conveying  a  copy  to  a  Mr.  Hodges, 
who  has  been  permitted  to  enter  our  lines  m  order  to  consummate 
a  transaction  in  which  the  Government  is  concerned.  Mr.  G.  should 
not  have  made  such  use  of  his  orders  without  first  consulting  Gen¬ 
eral  M.  You  acted  perfectly  proper  in  arresting  Ladner  and  sending 
him  to  these  headquarters.  Gallagher  says  he  was  afraid  that 
Hodges  would  not  come,  unless  he  saw  he  was  permitted  to  do  so  by 
authority.  Enemy  is  all  around  Blakely  and  Spanish  Fort.  Sharp 
work  this  week  before  us.  We  are  confident  of  holding  our  own. 
The  men  in  fine  spirits.  Usual  skirmishing  and  artillery  firing  go 
on  every  day.  But  ieN  casualties.  No  news  from  Selma. 

Yours,  truly, 

Geo.  G.  Garner. 

Captain  Moore. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Liddell,  C.  S.  Army*  to  Commodore  Farrand,  C.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  the  presence  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Morgan  at  the  mouth  of  Raft  River. 

Headquarters  Eastern  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Blakely,  April  2,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

If  the  gunboat  Morgan  is  not  needed  where  she  now  is,  please 
order  her  at  once  to  lie  at  the  mouth  of  Raft  River,  to  protect  our 
left,  as  the  enemy  are  now  advancing  on  the  left,  and  the  Morgan 
can  rake  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  line. 

St.  Jno.  R.  Liddell, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Farrand, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Mobile. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Liddell,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Fry,  C.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
the  cooperation  of  C.  S.  steamers  Morgan  and  Nashville. 


Hqrs.  Eastern  Division,  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Blakely,  April  7,  1865. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  Nashville  or  the  Morgan 
will  take  position  between  Tracy  and  Huger  and  send  picket  boats  to 
guard  the  treadway  bridge  across  Bay  Minette;  also  to  make  every 
effort  to  destroy  the  bridge  which  the  enemy  are  using  across  the 
mouth  of  Bay  Minette  Creek.  If  it  is  possible  to  silence  the  enemy’s 
battery  on  Bay  Minette,  I  earnestly  desire  it  may  be  done.  Should 
the  Nashville  carry  out  the  above  instructions,  I  desire  that  the 
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Morgan  should  take  position  on  my  left  and  lire  according  to  instruc- 
ii°ns  sent  Captain  Bennett.  This  to  be  continued  until  otherwise 
ordered— or  the  object  attained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

St.  Jno.  R.  Liddell, 

n  .  ■  T  T''  ^  Brigadier-General. 

Captain  Joseph  Fry,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Bennett,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Nashville,  regarding 
operations  against  the  enemy  near  Spanish  Fort  and  at  Blakely. 

C.  S.  S.  Nashville, 
Demopolis,  Ala.,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday’s  date  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Nashville, 
under  my  command,  in  the  operations  against  the  enemy  near 
Spanish  Fort  and  at  Blakely.  The  better  to  understand  these 
varied  movements  I  will  record  them  in  the  form  of  a  diary: 

The  Nashville  left  her  station  near  obstructions  in  Spanish  River 
on  the  morning  of  March  27  and  arrived  at  Blakely  at  8  a.  m.  During 
the  forenoon  I  communicated  with  Generals  Maury  and  Liddell, 
who  desired  the  ship  placed  near  the  bridge  over  Minette  River 
[Bayou],  which  had  been  partially  destroyed  by  our  forces,  and  of 
which  the  enemy  wished  to  possess  themselves.  The  ship  was 
moored  below  near  Battery  Tracy.  No  evidence  of  the  enemy 
near  the  bridge  could  be  seen.  Spanish  Fort  and  its  intrenchments 
at  this  time  were  invested  by  the  enemy.  You  were  on  board  the 
ship  when  a  dispatch  was  received  about  1  p.  m.  from  General 
Maury,  then  in  Spanish  Fort,  asking  the  Morgan  to  pass  obstruc¬ 
tions  at  Battery  Huger  and  shell  the  enemy’s  right.  The  Morgan 
was  not  present.  An  hour  later  another  dispatch  of  the  same  tenor, 
but  more  pressing,  urged  the  Morgan  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Gibson’s  left,  he  being  heavily  pressed  on  that  part  of  his  line. 
It  was  doubtful  whether  this  ship  could  pass  the  obstructions.  The 
pilot  was  sent  to  make  examination;  he  reported  12  feet  water  and 
width  sufficient.  Got  underway  immediately  and  essayed  the 
uassage.  Ship  grounded  at  the  junction  of  the  Apalachee  and 
Blakely  and  remained  immovable  till  the  afternoon  of  the  29th,  being 
iound  on  the  sands  by  the  currents  of  the  two  rivers,  one  acting  on 
the  bow,  the  other  on  the  quarter,  with  great  force. 

March  30,  at  anchor  between  Huger  and  Tracy.  General  Liddell 
visited  the  ship  and  directed  us  where  he  wished  our  shots  placed. 
Opened  upon  the  enemy’s  right  with  good  effect  upon  their  line  of 
skirmishers  and  sharpshooters,  and  also  driving  out  twice  a  work¬ 
ing  party  from  intrenchments  in  course  of  construction  on  their 
extreme  right,  and  distant  about  3,200  yards.  During  the  night 
fired  an  occasional  shell  along  the  investment.  Boats  employed  at 
night  removing  wounded  from  Spanish  Fort. 

March  31,  at  8  a.  m.,  enemy’s  batteries  of  30-pounder  Parrotts 
opened  upon  us.  These  guns  were  planted  near  the  shore  of  Minette 
Bay,  about  halfway  between  the  bridge  and  the  right  of  their  line. 
These  works  had  been  observed  by  us  as  soon  as  the  mist  had  per¬ 
mitted  the  view,  and  had  been  partially  unmasked  during  the  night. 
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As  soon  as  observed  preparation  was  made  to  shell  them  and  the 
discovery  immediately  communicated  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Huger.  The  enemy  anticipated  me  by  about  fifteen  minutes,  and 
opened  a  rapid  and  accurate  lire  upon  this  ship,  in  the  midst  of  which 
we  had  to  weigh  our  anchor,  no  gun  bearing  upon  the  position.  By 
the  time  the  anchor  was  up  they  had  our  range  exactly.  We 
responded  with  a  few  shots,  but  finding  our  elevation  inefficient  to 
reach,  we  steamed  a  little  above  Tracy  and  anchored  beyond  range. 
The  ship  was  struck  eight  times,  but  without  serious  injury.  Boats 
employed  during  the  night  removing  wounded  from  Spanish  Fort. 
The  after  gun  carriage  being  disabled  and  a  serious  leak  in  one  of  the 
boilers,  made  it  necessary  for  the  ship  to  proceed  to  Mobile  for 
repairs. 

During  April  1  and  2  repaired  the  injuries  mentioned. 

April  3,  returned  to  Blakely  River,  communicated  with  General 
Lidc  ell  (who  sent  an  officer  on  board  to  indicate  points  he  wished 
shel  ed),  and  established  a  signal  station  below  bluff  to  report  effect 
of  fire.  Opened  on  enemy’s  right  at  Blakely  at  1  o’clock  and  con¬ 
tinued  until  5  p.  m.  with  good  effect,  as  reported  by  signal  and 
indicated  by  cheers  from  our  lines.  Fired  during  the  night  at 
intervals  of  an  hour.  Ship  lying  in  Blakely  near  Raft  River. 

April  4,  during  the  day  and  night  fired  occasionally  into  enemy’s 
lines  by  request  of  general  commanding.  Signal  officer  not  at  station 
as  arranged  between  the  general  and  naval  forces. 

April  5,  moved  ship  over  to  the  point  between  Raft  and  Upper 
Tensas  rivers,  so  that  our  guns  would  bear  at  anchor.  Both  in  the 
forenoon  and  afternoon  fired  upon  enemy’s  lines  and  also  at  a  point 
in  the  woods,  where  we  supposed  they  were  erecting  a  battery.  Sent 
General  Liddell  a  boat  for  special  service.  Fired  an  occasional  shot 
during  the  night. 

April  6,  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  enemy’s  line  of  sharpshooters  and 
pickets  at  request  of  general  commanding.  Our  ammunition  nearly 
exhausted.  Sent  requisition  in  time  for  our  necessities,  but  owing 
to  some  untoward  event  could  not  get  it.  Received  communication 
from  General  Liddell  urging  me  to  take  position  on  the  left  flank  of 
General  Gibson  at  once  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  it,  and  throwing 
out  launches  in  direction  of  Bay  Minette,  protecting  our  telegraphic 
communication  with  Spanish  Fort,  etc.  This  was  received  after 
dark.  I  had  already  sent  two  armed  boats  on  this  service.  At  1 1 :45 
p.  m.  I  anchored  the  ship  near  Tracy. 

April  7,  underway  at  daylight  and  anchored  off  Blakely  to  procure 
ammunition.  Received  in  the  forenoon  partially  damaged,  particu¬ 
larly  the  fuzes.  Sent  two  largest  boats  at  sunset  to  General  Liddell, 
armed.  Returned  to  Tracy  at  sunset  and  sent  picket  boat  to 
Minette  Bay.  Launch  returned  from  secret  service  during  the  nio-ht. 
Sent  her  at  midnight  to  report  to  General  Gibson  at  Spanish  Fort. 

April  8,  underway  at  daylight.  Proceeded  to  Blakely  and  thence 
to  junction  of  Raft  and  Upper  Tensas  rivers  at  request  of  command¬ 
ing  general.  At  7  a.  m.  heavy  firing  of  artillery  and  small  arms  all 
along  the  lines  at  Blakely.  At  8  opened  upon  the  enemy’s  right  in 
conjunction  with  Morgan  and  Huntsville.  About  2  p.  m.  the  enemy 
opened  upon  us  from  batteries  masked  by  the  trees  at  about  1,600 
yards.  We  could  only  direct  our  fire  by  their  smoke.  The  Morgan 
was  obliged  soon  to  retire  much  damaged.  The  Nashville  continued 
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the  action  until  she  had  exhausted  all  her  12-pounder  cartridges  and 
tuzes  of  required  length.  Although  not  struck  by  a  single  projectile 
their  fire  being  principally  directed  at  the  Morgan,  I  deemed  it  pru- 
dent  to  retire  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  arranging  ammunition 
We  fared  this  day  seventy  7-inch  shells.  Anchored  at  7  o’clock  off 
Blakely.  At  the  request  of  General  Maury  the  ship  was  moved  after 
dark  to  Tracy  and  boats  sent  to  Spanish  Fort  to  report  to  General 
Gibson.  At  9  I  received  a  communication  from  Major  Marks,  inform¬ 
ing  me  of  the  evacuation  of  Spanish  Fort  and  asking  assistance.  Sent 
every  available  boat  and  got  underway,  placing  the  ship  between 
Huger  and  Tracy  to  cover  the  troops  on  the  treadway  and  in  the 
marsh,  and  to  offer  her  as  a  target  to  the  enemy’s  batteries.  Some 
shots  were  fired  by  them,  but  I  believe  without  injury  to  the  troops 
after  leaving  the  mainland.  I  did  not  return  this  fire  for  reason  that 
the  garrison  were  passing  between  us  and  near  the  ship,  and  also 
that  I  feared  to  fire  our  shells  over  our  men  because  of  the  frequent 
crushing  of  shells  by  the  concussion  of  discharge.  I  will  here  remark 
that  very  many  of  the  shells  of  7-inch  Brooke  were  broken  at  moment 
of  discharge,  and  the  fragments  fell  like  canister  or  grape  from  50  to 
500  yards  off.  Many  others  failed  to  take  the  rifle  motion  and 
became  mere  tumblers,  of  course  falling  far  short  of  the  desired  aim. 
Also  many  fuzes  failed  to  burn.  Hence  it  is  not  strange  that  I  should 
report  our  firing  during  the  whole  of  these  operations,  but  particu¬ 
larly  to-day  at  Blakely,  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  the  accu¬ 
racy  of  whose  projectiles,  both  in  flight  and  fuze,  was  the  admiration 
of  all  who  witnessed  it.  The  better  to  insure  the  rifle  motion,  I  used 
some  14-pound  charges,  but  I  found  the  forward  carriages  would  not 
stand  it.  The  bushing  in  vent  of  after  gun  was  blown  out  this 
morning  whilst  in  action.  It  had  been  cut  too  short  in  the  first 
instance  at  foundry.  After  some  trouble  I  had  it  secured  in  its 
place,  though  a  little  below  the  exterior  surface  of  the  gun. 

April  9,  after  seeing  the  garrison  safely  removed  from  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  river,  which  was  effected  before  daylight,  the  Nashville 
was  anchored  off  Blakely  in  the  entrance  of  Tensas,  where  she 
remained  during  the  day  waiting  for  ammunition,  as  she  had  but  few 
shells  on  board.  From  5:30  to  6:30  p.  m.  a  continuous  discharge  of 
artillery  and  small  arms,  mingled  with  loud  cheers,  was  heard  along 
the  whole  line  of  intrencbments.  A  few  minutes  before  this  a  request 
from  General  Liddell  was  brought  me  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Myers  that  I  would  anchor  the  ship  at  a  point  in  the  Blakely  River 
he  indicated  and  open  upon  the  enemy’s  right.  This  could  not  be 
complied  with  because  of  the  current  at  that  point  and  the  absence 
of  holding  ground,  and  also  for  the  reason  that  I  should  much  endan¬ 
ger  the  men  of  our  extreme  left  from  the  uncertainty  of  our  shells. 
Whilst  discussing  this  question  with  Captain  Myers,  who  agreed  with 
me  in  the  impolicy  of  the  maneuver,  the  assault  was  made.  As  soon 
as  I  discovered  the  enemy  gaining  upon  our  position,  as  indicated  by 
the  firing  and  cheering,  I  moved  the  ship  close  to  tbe  Blakely  shore 
and  rescued  such  of  the  garrison  as  were  able  to  float  themselves  off. 
Learning  from  some  one  of  the  refugees  that  General  Liddell  was  on 
the  beach  seeking  to  escape,  I  dispatched  the  gig  under  command  of 
Passed  Midshipman  Carroll  to  the  point  indicated,  but  unhappily, 
before  the  boat  could  reach  the  shore  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  were 
at  the  water.  It  was  inexpressibly  painful  to  me  to  abandon  the 
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attempt  of  his  rescue.  The  boats  of  the  squadron  rescued  from  the 
water  between  150  and  200  of  the  garrison.  Afterwards  we  anchored 
at  mouth  of  Tensas  River,  being  unable  to  pass  its  bar  at  night. 
Received  ammunition  at  10  o’clock.  I  reported  to  you  in  person  at 
midnight  at  Mobile. 

April  10,  at  daylight  moved  ship  to  Conway’s  Bayou  to  guard  rear 
of  Batteries  Tracy  and  Huger;  communicated  with  Colonel  Patton 
and  stated  my  instructions. 

April  11,  received  coal  from  transport  King.  At  3  p.  m.  the  Morgan 
relieved  us.  Got  underway  and  anchored  at  head  of  Spanish  River. 
Received  crews  and  material  from  the  Huntsville  and  Tuscaloosa. 
At  1 1  p.  m.  the  Nashville  was  underway,  steaming  up  Mobile  River. 

During  the  investment  of  Spanish  Fort  and  Blakely,  a  period  of 
about  two  weeks,  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  were  much 
taxed  in  their  endurance  by  constant  labor,  but  which  was  performed 
with  zeal  and  cheerfulness.  Frequently  under  fire,  their  bearing  was 
always  admirable.  To  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Harrison, 
and  to  Lieutenant  Fendall,  commanding  marines,  I  am  under  especial 
obligations  for  their  intelligent  assistance  and  cordial  cooperation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Bennett, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  E.  Farrand, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  etc. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  repairs 
needed  for  the  U.  S.  steam  ers  Monongahela  and  Bienville. 

No.  14.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  March  10,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  condition 
of  both  the  Monongahela  and  Bienville  is  such  as  to  require  docking 
for  necessary  repairs  before  they  can  again  be  rendered  serviceable 
as  blockading  vessels. 

Both  these  vessels  are  required  on  the  coast  of  Texas  to  aid  in 
blockading  the  numerous  ports  of  that  coast,  and  it  is  believed  that 
they  may  be  repaired  at  the  North  and  be  on  their  return  to  this 
station  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks. 

As  the  requisite  repairs  can  not  be  made  either  at  New  Orleans  or 
Pensacola,  I  am  constrained  to  send  them  North  for  that  purpose. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  the  boards  of  survey  ordered  in 
their  cases,  respectively. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Spicer ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S  Quaker 

Uty,  regarding  the  capture  by  tha  t  vessel  of  the  British  schooner  R.  H 

Vermilyea. 

,  „  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

At  Sea,  Lat.  28°  20'  N.,  Long.  96°  12'  W.,  March  12,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  the  Department,  and  would 
respectfully  inform  you  that  at  noon  to-day  this  vessel  fell  in  with 
the  British  schooner  R.  H.  Vermilyea  and,  rinder  circumstances  that 
warranted  her  seizure,  took  possession  of  her  as  prize. 

Soon  after  this  vessel  was  discovered  she  lowered  all  canvas  with 
the  intention,  no  doubt,  to  avoid  observation,  but  finding  that  she  was 
still  pursued,  made  all  sail  again,  headed  in  for  the  land,  and  en¬ 
deavored  to  escape  (showing  no  colors).  After  getting  within  range 
and  firing  ahead  of  her,  she  hove  to. 

The  course  she  was  steering  at  the  time  of  sighting  her  and  when 
trying  to  escape  was  contrary  to  the  proper  direction  to  Havana,  to 
which  port  her  papers  represent  her  to  have  been  bound.  Her  cargo 
is  also  one  not  likely  to  have  been  shipped  to  any  port  in  Cuba,  con¬ 
sisting  of  coffee,  clothes,  rum,  tobacco,  shoes,  etc.  In  addition  to 
this  her  captain  has  tacitly  and  otherwise  admitted  that  he  was 
endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade;  that  he  had  before  been  in  the 
business;  had  been  captured  on  a  previous  occasion  (in  the  schooner 
Lone,  of  which  he  was  captain  and  part  owner)  and  at  this  time 
was  bound  for  the  first  port  that  there  might  be  a  chance  of  getting 
into.  Also  that  he  is  with  the  South  in  rebellion  and  would  have 
made  $3,000  had  he  succeeded  in  running  in  his  cargo.  These  and 
other  circumstances  attending  the  capture,  which  I  will  not  further 
engross  your  time  by  relating,  have  induced  me  to  make  the  seizure. 

In  obedience  to  orders  I  have  sent  this  prize  in  to  the  port  of  New 
Orleans  for  adjudication,  with  the  necessary  documents  in  the  case, 
to  the  proper  officer  there. 

I  herewith  respectfully  forward  a  prize  list  in  connection  with  the 
capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Spicer, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Major  Jackson,  TJ.  S.  Army,  giving  items  of  information 
Irom  various  sources,  including  a  description  of  Confederate  torpedo 
boats. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  March  13,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
following  report  of  information  received  at  this  office  this  13th  day 
of  March,  1865: 

In  a  letter  from  Captain  Collins,  Confederate  scout,  to  a  person  in 
this  city,  he  states  that  he  expects  a  visit  about  this  time  from  onq^ 
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Ike  Hutchinson,  from  Lavaca,  Tex.,  who  has  charge  of  the  torpedoes 
in  Red  River.  This,  taken  in  connection  with  Mr.  Hunnicutt’s  report 
of  the  designs  of  Jones  (also  from  Lavaca),  who  was  at  Houston,  Tex., 
January  12,  to  destroy  the  ironclad  Tennessee  and  other  gunboats  at 
the  mouth  of  Red  River,  leads  me  to  believe  that  there  is  some  such 
plan  on  foot,  of  which  the  commanders  of  gunboats  should  be  notified. 
The  following  is  a  description  of  the  torpedo  boats,  one  of  which  is  at 
Houston  and  four  at  Shreveport:  The  boat  is  40  feet  long,  48  inches 
deep,  and  40  inches  wide,  built  entirely  of  iron,  and  shaped  similar 
to  a  steam  boiler.  The  ends  are  sharp  pointed.  On  the  sides  are 
two  iron  flanges  (called  fins),  for  the  purpose  of  raising  or  lowering  the 
boat  in  the  water.  The  boat  is  propelled  at  the  rate  of  4  miles  an  hour 
by  means  of  a  crank,  worked  by  two  men.  The  wheel  is  on  the  pro¬ 
peller  principle.  The  boat  is  usually  worked  7  feet  under  water  and 
has  four  dead  lights  for  the  purpose  of  steering  or  taking  observa¬ 
tions.  Each  boat  carries  two  torpedoes,  one  at  the  bow,  attached  to 
a  pole  20  feet  long;  one  on  the  stern,  fastened  on  a  plank  10  or  12 
feet  long.  The  explosion  of  the  missile  on  the  bow  is  caused  by 
coming  in  contact  with  the  object  intended  to  be  destroyed.  The 
one  at  the  stern,  on  the  plank,  is  intended  to  explode  when  the  plank 
strikes  the  vessel.  The  air  arrangements  are  so  constructed  as  to 
retain  sufficient  air  for  four  men  at  work  and  four  idle  two  or  three 
hours.  The  torpedoes  are  made  of  sheet  iron  three-sixteenths  of  an 
inch  thick,  and  contain  40  pounds  of  powder.  The  shape  is  some¬ 
thing  after  the  pattern  of  a  wooden  churn,  and  about  28  inches  long. 
Jones,  the  originator  and  constructor  of  these  boats,  also  constructed 
the  one  which  attempted  to  destroy  the  New  Ironsides  in  Charleston, 
b.  C.  .  Captain  Collins  states  that  he  has  30  men.  A  deserter  who 
came  into  Vicksburg  reports  that  he  saw  about  2,000  Confederates 
near  Oak  Ridge,  western  Louisiana,  passing  through  the  country 
conscripting.  Another  deserter,  who  came  into  Vicksburg  March  6, 
reports  Forrest  near  Jackson,  Miss.  He  is  reported  to  have  four 
divisions  of  cavalry,  one  of  which  was  at  Jackson.  There  was  no 
intention  of  an  attack  on  Vicksburg.  A  refugee  from  Mobile  March 
2  reports  eight  or  ten  transports  there  capable  of  carrying  700  or  S00 
men  each,  besides  the  four  English  steamers.  There  are  from  18,000 
to  20,000  troops.  They  have  supplies  for  six  month's.  Many  of’  the 
torpedoes  are  adrift  in  the  bay.  No  Government  property  has  been 
sent  away  from  Mobile.  A  scout  reports  that  March  4  a'long  train 
from  Montgomery  to  Mobile  passed  through  Pollard  loaded  with 
troops  from  Hood’s  old  army,  who  had  been  to  South  Carolina 
to  meet  Sherman.  The  garrison  at  Pollard  was  about  1,000.  The 
railroad  from  Pollard  to  Tensas  Landing  is  strongly  guarded.  James 
Postern  and  Mr.  Ray,  captured  at  Pollard  and  released  in  New 
Orleans,  returned  to  Pollard  and  gave  full  information  about  all  the 
movements- of  the  forces  at  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Pensacola  Bay. 
All  rivers  and  creeks  are  very  high  and  most  of  the  country  roads 
impassable.  At  Galveston  the  rebels  are  constructing  a  new  battery 
on  the  point  of  Galveston  Island,  opposite  Pelican  Spit,  in  a  line 
with  the  obstructions.  It  mounts  three  guns  taken  from  Fort  Bank- 
head.  Fort  Magruder  has  two  10-inch  guns  and  three  quakers, 
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which  the  informant  took  to  the  fort  himself.  South  Battery  also 
has  four  quakers  and  only  one  rifled  gun. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Jackson, 

Major,  Tenth  TJ.  S.  Colored  Heavy  Artillery 

0 in  absence  of  Captain  S.  M.  Eaton). 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear- 

Admiral  Thatcher,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  condition  of  vessels  loaned 

for  temporary  service. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Mound  City,  March  13,  1865. 

Admiral:  Commodore  Palmer  . has  informed  me,  under  date  of 
28th  ultimo,  that  the  six  vessels  sent  from  this  to  the  West  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron  have  arrived  at  New  Orleans,  but  states  he 
questions  whether  any  of  them,  except  the  Osage,  will  be  of  use,  as 
they  require  a  great  deal  of  time  and  expense  to  repair  them.  The 
commanding  officer  of  the  Naiad,  which,  with  the  Peri,  you  have 
ordered  to  return  to  this  squadron,  also  informs  me  that  your  fleet 
engineer  said  that  the  vessels  were  not  sent  down  in  good  condition. 

When  application  was  made  to  me  about  February  1,  at  New 
Orleans,  for  these  vessels,  I  was  informed  that  the  expedition  in 
which  they  were  to  be  engaged  would  be  ready  to  move  in  about  ten 
days.  Dispatch  was  therefore  necessary,  and  I  sent  boats  which 
were  selected  as  in  the  best  condition  for  this  service,  without  waiting 
to  repair  and  strengthen  them  for  outside  service  or  to  furnish  them 
with  fresh-water  condensers,  all  of  which  I  thought  could  be  done 
with  less  delay  in  New  Orleans,  if  absolutely  necessary. 

I  supposed,  however,  that  they  could  be  supplied  with  casks  or 
tanks,  and  water  furnished  by  vessels  having  condensers. 

None  of  the  new  gunboats  recently  purchased  were  then  ready,  or 
I  would  have  sent  them,  although  vessels  with  drilled  crews  that 
have  been  for  some  time  in  service  would  seem  to  be  more  effective. 

The  disposition  made  was  the  best  that  was  practicable  under  the 
circumstances,  and  I  regret  that  the  vessels  are  considered  unsuitable 
for  the  intended  service. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  addressed  to  Commodore  Palmer,  or 
yourself,  on  February  16,  when  the  ironclads  and  gunboats  were 
dispatched,  which  I  presume  was  received  by  Commodore  Palmer 
and  may  not  have  been  turned  over  to  you.  The  transfer  of  the  four 
tinclads  was  only  for  a  temporary  emergency.  I  shall  always 
endeavor  to  cooperate  with  you  in  advancing  the  public  interests  to 
the  best  of  my  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 
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List  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  March  15,  1865. 


Name. 

Guns 

Class. 

6 

Augusta  Dinsmore. 

4 

Screw . 

Antona . 

5 

Aroostook . 

7 

1 

5 

Arthur . 

6 

W.  G.  Anderson _ 

8 

Bienville . 

10 

Bloomer . 

2 

Stern  wheel.. . 

Buckthorn . 

2 

Bohio . 

Cayuga . 

7 

4 

Chocura . 

4 

Screw.. . 

Cincinnati . 

13 

Ironclad . 

Cornubia . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Carrabaseet . 

6 

Stern  wheel.. . 

Cowslip . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Corypheus . 

2 

Charlotte . 

2 

Estrella . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Elk . . . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Feamot . 

5 

Ship .... 

Fort  Gaines . 

4 

Stern  wheel.. . 

Fort  Jackson . 

7 

Paddle  wheel . 

Genesee . 

8 

Paddle  wheel . 

Gertrude . 

8 

Screw.. . 

Glide . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Glasgow . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Hollyhock . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Itasca . 

4 

Ida . 

1 

J.  C.  Kuhn . 

6 

Bark... . 

J.  P.  Jackson . 

6 

Paddle  wheel . 

Jasmine . 

2 

Screw. . . 

Kanawha . 

4 

Screw.. . 

Katahdin . 

7 

Kickapoo . 

4 

Kineoj . 

6 

Screw. . . 

Kennebec . 

5 

Screw. . . 

Kittatinny . 

6 

Lackawanna . 

14 

Screw. . . 

Metacomet . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Monongahela . 

11 

Screw. . . 

Milwaukee . 

4 

Meteor . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

M.  A.  Wood . 

3 

New  London . 

5 

Screw. . . 

Nyanza . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Narcissus  a . 

i 

Screw . 

Octorara . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Oneida . . 

12 

Ossipee . 

13 

Screw _ 

Owasco . 

5 

Osage . 

2 

Preston . 

3 

Pink . 

3 

Pembina . 

5 

Penguin . 

7 

Penobscot . 

4 

Screw _ 

Pinola . ' 

4 

Port  Royal . | 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Princess  Royal . 

7 

Pocahontas." . 

6 

Pampero . 

6 

Portsmouth . 

18 

Ship _ 

Potomac . 

42 

Quaker  City . 

7 

Paddle  wheel . 

Richmond . 

22 

Rodolph . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  B.  Du  Bois  . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  B.  Crowell. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden _ 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  S.  Skerrett. 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  D.  Cate . 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stannard . 

Actg.  Master  H.  Tibbits . 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullanv _ 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  Godfrey . 

Actg.  Master  W.  M.  Stannard _ 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  Wilson _ 

Lieut.  Commander  G.  II.  Perkins 
Lieut.  Commander  Richard 
Meade,  jr. 

Lieut.  Commander  Geo.  Brown. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  A.  John¬ 
stone. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ezra  Leonard .  . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  T.  Bacon _ 

Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  W.  Stew¬ 
art. 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 

Actg.  Master  G.  P.  Pomeroy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  Kirby.' . 

Actg.  Master  A.  Rich,  jr . 

Actg.  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton . 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands . 

Lieut.  Commander  John  Irwin.  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  C.  Dean . 

Actg.  Master  L.  S.  Fickett . 

Actg.  Master  R.  J.  Hofiner . 

Pilot  Ben.  Tarbell . 

Lieut.  Commander  N.  Green . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  Ellms . 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett . 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  R.  Yates.  . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton . 

Lieut.  Commander  B.  B.  Taylor  . 
Lieut.  Commander C.  H.  Greene.. 
Lieut.  Commander  M.  P.  Jones.. 
Lieut.  Commander  J.  Watters. . 
Lieut.  Commander  Trevett  Ab¬ 
bot. 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  J.  Blasdell . 

Captain  G.  F.  Emmons . 

Commander  P.  Crosby . 

Commander  J.  II.  Strong . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Gillis. .  . 

Actg.  Master  M.  Jordan . 

Actg.  Master  John  Ross . 

Actg.  Master  Lyman  Wells. . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Boutelle. . . 


Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 


Lieut.  Commander  W.  W.  Low.. . 

Commander  Thos.  II.  Stevens _ 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  W.  Penning¬ 
ton. 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  M.  Gam¬ 
ble. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  R.  Wheeler. . . 

Actg.  Master  Samuel  Belden . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  G.  Maxwell 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  R.  Beers . 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  E.  K.  Ben- 
ham. 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  Erben . 

Lieut.  Commander  B.  Gherardi. . 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey . 

Actg.  Master  E.  E.  Pendleton _ 

Actg.  Master  O.  Colburn . 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori . 


Actg.  Master  N.  M.  Dyer. 
°  Repairing. 


Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

East  Pass. 

Mobile  Bay. 
Mississippi  River. 
Oif  Galveston. 
Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Berwick  Bay. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

East  Pass. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
Coast  of  Texas. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Oil  Galveston. 
Berwick  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Pass  CavaUo.’ 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 
Pensacola.' 

Mobile  Bay. 

Now  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Do. 

Velasco. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 

North  West  Pass. 
New  Orleans. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 
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List  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  March  15, 

1 865 — Continued . 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class . 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 

Rose . 

2 

Screw . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  D.  Maddocks. . . 

New  Orleans. 

Seiota . 

4 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune. . . 

Mobile  Bay. 

Sebago . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Lieut.  Commander  D.  B.  Har¬ 
mony. 

Do. 

Selma . 

4 

Paddle  wheel . 

New  Orleans. 

Rio  Grande. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Seminole . 

9 

Screw . 

Stockdale . 

6 

Stem  wheel. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  Edwards. 

Sam  nouston . 

1 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut,  and  Pilot  M. 
Freeman. 

Do. 

Tallahatchie . 

6 

Stern  wheel.. . 

Do. 

'  Do. 

Tritonia . 

1 

Paddle  wheel . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin _ 

Virginia . . 

7 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Brown _ 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Vincennes . 

10 

Sloop . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  M’Gloin  .. . 

Ship  Island. 

Winnebago . 

4 

Ironclad . 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  A.  Kirk¬ 
land. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General 
Ganby,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  request  for  five  mortar  boats  for  serv¬ 
ice  at  New  Orleans. 

Mound  City,  March  15,  [1865]. 

General:  Yours  of  the  4tli  instant  is  received,  and  I  have,  as 
therein  requested,  ordered  five  mortar  boats  to  be  sent  to  New 
Orleans.  I  send  Acting  Master  McElroy  with  the  towboats  Benefit 
and  Volunteer  in  charge  of  the  boats,  with  instructions  to  turn  them 
over  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  or  the  senior  naval  officer  at 
New  Orleans,  whom  I  have  requested  to  deliver  them  to  you.  All 
the  necessary  equipments  on  hand  and  1,500  empty  shell  go  with 
them;  there  are  remaining  here  3,340  shell,  part  or  all  of  which  can 
be  sent  if  necessary.  Those  mortar  rafts  are  old  and  not  in  good 
condition.  The  naval  station  here  is  all  under  water.  There  are 
plenty  more  of  these  rafts.  Do  you  want  them? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispatching  of  mortar 
boats  requested  by  Major-General  Ganby. 

Mound  City,  March  15,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  send  Acting  Master  McElroy  with  the  towboats  Bene¬ 
fit  and  Volunteer  in  charge  of  five  mortar  boats,  to  be  delivered  to 
you  for  General  Canby,  who  requested  me  to  send  them  to  New  Or¬ 
leans  in  a  communication  dated  4th  March.  I  have  ordered  to  be 
selected  the  best  of  the  mortar  boats,  and  to  be  sent  with  their  nec¬ 
essary  equipments,  if  allowable  here,  and  1,500  shell,  and  there  are 
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3,340  shell  remaining  here,  part  or  all  of  which  can  be  sent  if  required. 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Acting  Master  McElroy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Or  Senior  Naval  Officer,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Mc¬ 
Elroy,  commanding  steamer  Benefit,  regarding  the  towing  of  mortar 
boats  to  New  Orleans. 


Mound  City,  March  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  ou  are  hereby  detached  from  the  immediate  command  of 
the  Benefit,  her  owners  desiring,  as  the  charter  party  allows,  to  sup¬ 
ply  her  captain.  Receive  from  Commodore  Livingston  the  five  XIII- 
inch  mortar  boats  or  rafts  and  ordnance  supplies  prepared  for  them. 
With  the  Volunteer  and  Benefit,  tow  these  mortar  rafts  to  New 
Orleans. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  report  to  the  senior  naval  offi¬ 
cer  there  and  turn  over  to  him  the  mortars  and  other  ordnance 
matter,  together  with  the  enclosed  communications  for  Admiral 
Thatcher  and  General  Canby,  then  return  without  delay  to  this  place 
with  the  Volunteer  and  Benefit  and  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Prairie  Bird.  Tow  the  mortar  rafts  carefully,  and  should  you  need 
coal  on  the  down  trip,  take  advantage  of  the  slack  water  in  White 
River  to  go  in  there  and  get  it. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Acting  Master  Thomas  McElroy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Benefit. 


Deliver  the  enclosed  communication  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Grafton,  commanding  third  district,  on  your  way  down,  and  on  your 
return  take  the  Ozark  in  tow,  with  the  Volunteer  and  Benefit,  and 
bring  her  to  this  place  for  repairs.  Report  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Grafton  for  this  service. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  change  of  flagship. 

Navy  Department,  March  16,  1865. 

Sm:  The  Department  received  your  No.  5,  asking  that  a  steamer 
may  be  detailed  as  a  flagship  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Arizona 
destroyed  by  fire.  No  more  vessels  can  be  purchased.  It  is  thought 
there  are  vessels  in  your  squadron  that  will  answer  the  purpose  and 
you  can  select  any  one  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  G.  Welles, 

...  ,,  .  .  .  ,  TT  _  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  II.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Commander  Spicer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandingU.  S.  S.  Quaker 
City,  regarding  the  capture  of  sloop  Telemica. 

T  .  ,  .  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City. 

Latitude  25  59'  N.,  Longitude  96°  52'  W.,  March  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  the  Department,  and  would 
respectfully  inform  you  that  at  4  p.  m.  to-day  this  vessel  captured 
the  sloop  Telemico,  of  14  tons  burden,  from  Lavaca,  Tex.,  for  Mata- 
moras,  Mexico,  with  a  cargo  of  24  bales  of  cotton  and  69  bushels  of 
pecan  nuts;  also  a  small  rebel  mail. 

On  examination  of  her  papers,  her  cargo  was  found  to  be  con¬ 
signed  to  Confederate  States  agents  at  Matamoras,  and  other  (more 
than  sufficient)  evidence  prove  her  to  be  a  regular  blockade  runner. 

This  vessel  being  of  so  small  a  class,  the  probability  of  capturing 
others  of  more  importance  presenting  itself,  the  apparent  risk  of  dis¬ 
aster  to  her,  perhaps,  should  she  attempt  the  passage  to  New  Orleans, 
particularly  in  this  season  of  northers,  and  because  of  my  being  short 
of  officers,  I  have  concluded  to  take  her  cargo,  people,  and  papers 
on  board  this  vessel  until  a  better  opportunity  offers  to  send  them 
North,  and  to  use  the  prize  in  the  meantime  for  purposes  of  utility 
at  this  point. 

With  the  trust  that  my  course  may  meet  the  approval  of  the 
Department,  I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Spicer, 
Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Spicer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commandingTJ.  S.  S.  Quaker 
City,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  George  Burkhart. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Latitude  26°  12'  N.,  Longitude  '96°  Jf)'  W.,  March  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  the  Department,  and  would 
respectfully  report  to  you  the  capture  by  this  vessel  to-day  of  the 
blockade  running  schooner  George  Burkhart,  from  Lavaca,  Tex.,  for 
Matamoras,  Mexico,  with  a  cargo  of  76  bales  of  cotton  (39,046 
pounds)  and  about  4  bales  loose  of  the  same  material. 

This  vessel  (the  Burkhart)  was  discovered  to  the  S.  and  E.  from 
our  station  off  Brazos  Santiago,  making  a  ^course  toward  Matamoras, 
but  finding  us  in  chase  bore  away  before  the  wind  and  endeavored 
to  escape.  Soon  after  this,  however,  she  was  hove  to  and  taken 
possession  of. 

Her  character,  sir,  is  unquestionable;  her  people,  besides,  making 
no  disguise,  but  confessing  freely  her  employment  in  violation  of  the 
blockade.  Her  papers  are  alone  sufficient  to  authorize  the  seizure. 

I  will  not  therefore  trouble  the  Department  with  further  details  of 
the  case,  but  simply  state  that,  in  obedience  to  established  rules,  I 
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have  sent  her  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication,  together  with  papers 
found  on  board  and  the  proper  witnesses  required. 

I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Spicer, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 

letters  regarding  permits  for  transportation  of  goods  to  Pensacola. 

No.  25.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  for  the  action  of  the 
Department,  two  letters  from  Commander  Armstrong  and  a  copy  of 
an  order  issued  by  Major-General  Plurlbut,  commanding  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  in  relation  to  permitting  goods  to  be  shipped  to  Pensacola 
navy  yard  for  the  stores  in  Warrington  and  Woolsey,  situated  on  the 
naval  reserve,  where  the  families  of  the  employes  of  the  yard,  as  well 
as  refugees,  reside. 

A  collector  should  be  sent  to  Pensacola,  as  that  place  is  declared 
an  open  port,  to  decide  the  question  of  granting  or  not  granting  per¬ 
mits  to  ship  goods  and  provisions  for  the  consumption  of  the  inhab¬ 
itants  of  Woolsey  and  Warrington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 


Commandant’s  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  March  15,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  sent  on  the  4th  of  March  a  communication,  enclosing 
letters  of  Mr.  E.  V.  Price,  Treasury  agent. 

I  received  yesterday  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Asboth,  of 
which  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

The  application  for  permits  is  made  in  duplicate,  one  filed  in  this 
office,  the  other,  with  written  request  on  it,  is  given  to  the  applicant 
and  forwarded  to  headquarters  at  New  Orleans;  when  approved  of  by 
the  naval  and  military  authorities,  the  collector  issues  a  permit  for 
the  goods  to  come  to  this  navy  yard. 

As  they  come  to  the  yard,  I  am  unwilling  to  give  the  order  requested 
in  General  Asboth’s  letter  without  orders  from  you,  as  it  establishes  a 
precedent  which  Commodore  Smith  refused  to  allow.  Complaints 
have  been  made  of  articles  passing  beyond  the  lines,  and  Mr.  Forchi- 
mer  was  suspected,  but  no  proof  has.  been  submitted  against  him. 
The  goods  of  Mr.  Forchimer,  permitted  to  come  over  from  New 
Orleans,  were  endorsed  by  Major-General  Hurlbut,  not  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  without  authority  from  commanding  general  of  the  district, 
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were  endorsed  by  General  Asboth  and  landed  at,  this  yard.  The 
question  arises,  Has  the  major-general  the  authority  to  say  what  shall 
be  landed  or  what  should  not  be  landed  here;  although  he  may  stop 
the  permit  at  New  Orleans? 

Passes  have  been  given  to  carry  goods  up  the  bay  and  even  for 
vessels  to  trade  outside,  where  the  goods  must  pass  beyond  my 
control. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  permits,  I  propose  to  issue, 
with  your  approval,  the  enclosed  order. 

I  trust  that  a  ctistom-house  officer  may  be  sent  here,  who  can 
supervise  these  permits  and  attend  to  revenue  duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander,  Commandant. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Squadron,  U.  S.  Flag  ship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay. 


Commandant’s  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  March  17,  1865. 

Admiral:  The  permits  of  J.  W.  Loewenstein  and  Joseph  McGinn, 
both  storekeepers  in  Warrington,  have  been  returned  from  New 
Orleans  endorsed  and  disapproved  by  Major-General  Hurlbut;  copy 
enclosed. 

The  permits  are  in  the  same  form  as  on  all  papers  that  have  been 
sent  from  this  office  for  goods,  which  have  heretofore  been  passed. 

The  articles  are  for  the  use  of  the  resident  population  on  the  naval 
reserve  as  well  as  the  employes  of  this  yard,  so  I  can  not  certify  that 
they  are  for  the  use  of  the  navy  and  its  employes  exclusively. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander,  Commandant. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commdg.  West  Gulf  Squadron,  TJ.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay. 


'Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  March  13,  1865. 

Such  goods  as  are  certified  to  by  the  commander  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Warrington  and  the  naval  officer  on  duty  at  New  Orleans  as  being 
for  the  use  of  the  navy  and  its  employes,  will  receive  my  permission. 
Unless  so  certified  I  decline  to  give  my  sanction  to  general  tradq  at 
Warrington  or  any  other  points  included  in  the  Treasury  regulations. 
These  facts  must  appear  upon  the  certificate  of  the  naval  officers. 

S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Major-General. 
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Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Simpson,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  arrival  in 

the  Gulf. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  19,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  Department’s  order  of  the  8th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  I  reported  for  duty  as  fleet  captain  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron 
on  the  12th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Simpson, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Fleet  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  arri¬ 
val  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Preston. 

No.  28.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Off  Mobile  Bay,  March  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Preston  reported  for  duty  in  this  squadron  on  the  9th  instant,  arriving 
at  New  Orleans  on  that  day,  via  Key  West. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear- Admired,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  addi¬ 
tional  steam  tugs. 

No.  29.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  the  Department  to  order  two 
additional  steam  tugs  for  duty  in  this  squadron,  as  the  necessary 
repairs  required  from  time  to  time  by  those  now  here  often  deprive 
the  fleet  of  their  services  when  most  wanted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.C. 
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Report  oj  Acting  Rear  Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmittina 
letter  from  Prussian  consul  in  Galveston. 

N°-  30.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  for  the  disposal  of  the 
Department,  a  sealed  communication  received  through  flag  of  truce 
from  the  Prussian  consul  in  Galveston  to  the  representative  of  Prus¬ 
sia  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  _  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting 

%nstructions  in  view  of  the  starving  condition  of  inhabitants  of  Biloxi 

and  Mississippi  City. 

No.  33.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  23,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Department  a  communi¬ 
cation  from  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  R.  Yates,  commanding  naval 
forces  in  Mississippi  Sound,  referring  to  the  destitute  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  in  Biloxi;  also  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Mix,  of  Mississippi 
City,  making  the  same  statement  in  reference  to  the  people  of  that 
place. 

The  action  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Yates  has  been  approved 
by  me,  and  he  has  been  instructed  to  continue  supplying  aid  to  the 
destitute  under  careful  restrictions,  including  those  only  who  have 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Yates  has  also  been  instructed  to  encour¬ 
age  as  much  as  possible  emigration  to  New  Orleans,  at  which  place 
they  would  be  provided  for  by  the  provost-marshal. 

I  will  be  happy  to  receive  any  instructions  that  the  Department 
may  see  fit  to  issue  upon  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

‘  [Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson, 
Mississippi  Sound,  March  21 ,  1865. 
Sir:  The  shipping  articles  returned  for  my  signature  have  that  of 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Pennington  on  them.  I  was  not  in 
command  of  the  vessel  during  the  quarter  ending  December  3L  1864. 
I  found  the  shipping  articles  for  that  quarter  on  board  and  sent  them 
to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Pennington  for  his  signature. 

N  W  R — VOL  22 - 8 
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The  applications  of  Mr.  [William  H.]  Howard  and  Mr.  [Charles  C.] 
Wilbar  for  temporary  detachment  I  have  approved.  These  gentle¬ 
men  are  not  desirous  of  joining  any  other  vessel  if  this  one  is  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  any  active  service. 

The  telegraph  from  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Gaines  will  be  in  opera¬ 
tion  to  Horn  Island,  where  a  station  is  to  be  by  to-morrow. 

Last  Friday  a  family  of  eight  refugees  came  from  East  Pascagoula 
to  this  vessel.  I  sent  them  to  New  Orleans  by  the  Cowslip. 

The  parties  making  turpentine,  etc.,  on  Horn  Island  are  progress¬ 
ing  finely  and  show  no  disposition  to  exceed  or  abuse  the  permission 
granted  them. 

I  send  you  a  petition  from  a  Mr.  Mix,  of  Mississippi  City,  in  behalf 
of  the  destitute  families  there.  I  know  the  families  along  the  north¬ 
ern  shore  are  in  a  suffering  condition,  being  cut  off  now  from  Mobile, 
from  where  they  formerly  obtained  their  provisions.  I  have  relieved 
the  necessities  of  some  of  the  most  destitute  in  Biloxi,  but  the 
demands  are  becoming  so  numerous  and  urgent  that  I  deem  it  advisa¬ 
ble  to  inform  you  of  the  circumstances. 

There  are  no  rebel  forces  along  the  north  shore  except  a  small 
picket  of  six  men  at  East  Pascagoula.  The  people  are,  so  far  as  I 
can  judge,  Unionists. 

I  have  administered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  some  ten  at  their 
own  request;  the  writer  of  the  enclosed  petition  has  also  taken  the 
oath.  The  families  are  nearly  all  composed  of  women  and  children, 
and  it  is  with  reluctance  that  I  am  compelled  to  refuse  their  request. 
When  I  have  judged  it  necessary  to  supply  any  family  with  provisions, 
I  have  latterly  appointed  a  board  of  three  officers  to  examine  into 
their  condition  and  report  to  me  the  result.  I  have  expended  now 
as  many  provisions  as  I  deem  it  advisable  I  should  on  my  own 
responsibility.  I  am  a  little  fearful  you  may  judge  I  have  exceeded 
it.  I  have  issued  some  2  barrels  of  flour,  5  barrels  of  beef,  and  6 
barrels  of  bread,  but  the  circumstances  justified  the  expenditure, 
as  the  people  had  taken  the  oath  and  were  on  the  point  of  starvation. 
I  can  not  furnish  them  with  any  more  without  your  orders.  Will 
you  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  with  your  wishes  in  regard  to  the 
matter  ? 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Yates, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  J.  P.  Jackson. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

P.  S. — The  lumber  I  mentioned  in  my  last  communication  has 
drifted  ashore  at  West  Pascagoula  during  the  late  blow.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  get  it  pff  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 


Honored  Sir:  I  trust  you  will  excuse  a  stranger  intruding  him¬ 
self  to  your  notice,  and  I  only  plead  the  urgency  of  the  demands  and 
humanity  as  my  apology.  I  am  a  resident  of  Mississippi  City,  on 
the  sound.  We  number  about  sixty  families.  Of  these  about  ten 
are  self-supporting;  the  balance  are  in  a  starving  condition.  Prior 
to  the  war  we  were  able  to  make  a  competence  by  making  tar,  tur¬ 
pentine,  charcoal,  and  lumber.  Since  this  trade  has  been  cut  off 
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we  have  subsisted  by  making  salt,  but  owing  to  the  rains  during  the 
summer1  and  rail  of  this  year  we  have  not  realized  more  than  one- 
third  the  usual  yield.  Our  soil  is  but  a  sterile  sand  heap,  producing 
the  scantiest  of  garden  vegetables,  and  we  have  to  rely  on  the  back 
country  100  to  150  miles  for  corn  and  meat.  Owing  to  the  late 
rams,  the  whole  country  is  overflowed  beyond  precedent,  and  a 
month  or  six  weeks  must  elapse  before  the  roads  will  be  in  a  condition 
suitable  for  hauling ;  in  the  meantime  there  are  fifty  families,  women 
and  children,  that  will  starve  if  the  Government  does  not  come  to 
their  relief.  Many  of  them  have  not  tasted  meat  for  months;  many 
more  are  now  living  on  roots  and  fish.  We  have  been  abandoned 
by  the  Confederate  Government  because  we  are  in  the  Federal  lines. 
We  have  no  circulating  medium;  while  the  Confederate  troops  were 
in  our  midst  we  were  compelled  to  take  Confederate  money.  We 
have  been  interdicted  by  the  Federal  authorities  from  selling  our  tar, 
rosin,  or  lumber,  and  in  this  position  there  is  nothing  but  death  by 
starvation  for  a  large  portion  of  us  unless  we  get  speedy  relief. 
Under  these  circumstances  we  appeal  to  your  humanity,  and  respect¬ 
fully  ask  that  you  will  delegate  some  officer  to  visit  us,  enouire  into 
the  truth  of  this  statement,  and  report  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  in  behalf  of  a  starving  community,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

Edwin  C.  Mix. 

Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Squadron,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Simpson,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Crosby, 
U.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  the  presence  of  steamer  Heroine  at  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Off  Fish  River,  March  2J+,  1865. 

Sir:  We  are  in  receipt  of  reliable  information  that  the  blockade 
runner  steamer  Heroine  is  loaded  at  Mobile,  and  will  take  advantage 
of  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  run  the  blockade. 

Until  further  orders,  you  will  occupy  as  your  night  station  some 
position  on  the  west  side  of  the  bay,  and  will  exercise  great  vigilance 
in  order  to  detect  the  vessel  in  her  attempt  to  escape. 

You  will  direct  the  Genesee  to  occupy  as  her  night  station  some 
intermediate  point  near  mid-channel. 

Both  vessels  can  return  during  the  day  to  their  present  positions. 

By  order  of  admiral : 

E.  Simpson,  Fleet  Captain. 

Commander  P.  Crosby, 

Commanding  Metacomet. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  March  2J+,  1865. 
Send  the  Vanderbilt  directly  to  West  Gulf  with  recruits,  then  to 
return  directly  to  New  York. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Leonard,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Carrabasset,  regarding  operations  in  the  vicinity  of 

Berwick  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Carrabasset, 
Berwick  Bay,  La.,  March  21+,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  21st  instant  I  took 
on  board  40  of  the  Ninety- third  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Thomas  J.  Whiteman,  and  proceeded  up  Grand 
Lake  to  Indian  Bend,  where  the  troops  landed  and  crossed  over  to 
Bayou  Teche,  where  they  had  a  skirmish  with  a  force  of  about  30 
rebels  across  the  bayou.  Afterwards  a  party  of  rebels  came  down 
and  fired  upon  this  vessel,  but  a  few  shells  and  shrapnel  soon  dispersed 
them.  I  landed  with  a  small  force  and  captured  one  musket  and 
equipments  of  a  rebel  picket  and  several  pirogues.  I  took  on  board 
at  this  place  9  colored  refugees. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  I  entered  Big  Bayou  Pigeon,  where  none 
of  the  naval  vessels  had  been  before,  and  proceeded  up  5  miles,  having 
to  cut  down  several  trees  which  obstructed  our  passage.  I  then  went 
up  5  miles  farther  in  an  armed  boat  and  found  the  bayou  very  naviga¬ 
ble  as  far  as  I  went.  My  object  there  was  to  capture  a  flatboat  with 
50  horses,  which  I  learned  would  come  down  that  bayou.  I  had 
sent  the  U.  S.  S.  Glide  up  Little  Bayou  Pigeon  that  morning  for  the 
same  purpose,  but  the  rebels  took  another  route  with  their  horses 
and  escaped  both  of  the  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ezra  Leonard, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  and  Senior  Officer. 

Captain  G.  F.  Emmons, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  at  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commander  Spicer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Quaker  City,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  steamer  Cara  . 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Off  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  March  25,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that-  the  blockade  running 
steamer  Cora  was  captured  by  this  vessel  yesterday  morning,  the 
24th  instant,  at  about  7  o’clock,  13  miles  E.  by  S.  of  this  point.  The 
Cora,  a  stern-wheel  steamer,  was  from  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  for  Bag¬ 
dad,  Mexico,  with  a  cargo  of  lumber  and  several  passengers;  her 
character  is  unquestionable.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  sent  this 
prize  North  for  adjustment,  as  in  other  cases,  to  New  Orleans  at  least, 
but  finding  her  with  insufficient  fuel  and  otherwise  unfit  to  make  the 

Eassage,  even  by  towing,  had  I  the  means  at  hand,  I  have  anchored 
er  inside  the  bar  at  Brazos  until  I  learn  from  you  what  further  dis¬ 
position  shall  be  made  of  her. 

The  lumber  on  board  is  greatly  needed  by  the  army  at  Brazos; 
the  vessel  is  also  considered  a  desirable  one  for  that  branch  of  the  serv¬ 
ice  here,  and  the  quartermaster  has  expressed  a  wish  to  purchase  the 
hull  and  cargo  for  uses  in  his  department.  I  would  therefore  respect¬ 
fully  suggest  that  a  board  of  survey  or  of  adjudication  may  be  formed 
at  this  point,  should  you  deem  it  proper  and  possible  to  allow  it, 
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that  by  its  action  the  vessel  may  be  appraised  and  transferred  to  the 
Army. 

I  would  further  respectfully  suggest,  sir,  that  should  you  be  pleased 
to  order  a  board  to  arrange  this  case,  that  the  sloop  Telemico,  previ- 
ously  captured  and  duly  reported  to  you,  may  be  included  in  the 
proceedings ;  her  possession  is  also  desired  by  the  army.  Iler  cargo 
consisting  of  24  bales  of  cotton  and  some  sacks  of  pecan  nuts,  is 
still  on  board  the  Quaker  City,  waiting  an  opportunity  for  shipment 
North,  after  I  shall  have  learned  your  decision  with  regard  to  her 
case.  The  prisoners  from  these  two  vessels,  as  well  as  the  remaining 
ones  from  the  Burkhart,  I  shall  retain  on  board  this  ship  until  an 
opportunity  offers  to  transfer  them  elsewhere,  or  until  I  get  further 
instructions  relative  to  them.  I  herewith  respectfully  forward  two 
lists  containing  the  names  of  all  the  people  found  on  board  the 
Telemico  and  the  Cora,  also  the  names  of  those  remaining  from  the 
Burkhart. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.'  F.  Spicer, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

*  Commanding  T Vest  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  certain 

vessels  needing  repairs. 

No.  35.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  2J,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  to  the  Department  a 
report  of  the  survey  on  the  hull  of  the  Kineo.  I  shall  act  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  recommendation  and  send  her  to  Baltimore,  as  there 
is  no  dock  on  this  station. 

There  are  so  many  vessels  crippled  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send 
some  of  them  North,  and  I  request  that  they  may  be  repaired  and 
sent  down  to  the  squadron  again  as  soon  as  possible,  to  make  the 
blockade  efficient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FI.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the 

arrival  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Trefoil. 

No.  36.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S. 
S.  Trefoil  reported  for  duty  in  this  bay  on  the  24th  instant,  Acting 
Master  C.  C.  Wells,  commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K,  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the 
arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Grand  Gulf 

No.  40.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Mobile  Bay,  March  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Grand  Gulf  arrived  in  this  squadron  on  the  26th  instant,  Commander 
John  Downes,  commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Haxtun, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita. 

Navy  Department,  March  27,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita  off  Mobile  and  report  to 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher  or  the  senior  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  present  for  duty  in  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Milton  Haxtun, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mercedita,  Baltimore. 


List  of  vessels  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  with  signal  numbers. 

U.  S.  Flagship, 

Off  Mobile,  March  SO,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  please  insert  in  pencil  in  the  Boat  Code  Signal  Book 
the  following  numbers : 


19.  Antona. 

20.  Arkansas. 

21.  Augusta  Dinsmore. 

22.  Althea. 

38.  Bloomer. 

39.  Bohio. 

40.  Buckthorn. 

43.  Chocura. 

63.  Fort  Gaines. 

64.  Charlotte. 

65.  Corypheus. 

66.  Cowslip. 

67.  Carrabasset. 

68.  Circassian. 

69.  Chickasaw. 


86.  Estrella. 

87.  Elk. 

117.  Glasgow. 

118.  Genesee. 

119.  Gertrude. 

127.  Hollyhock. 

138.  Ida. 

139.  J.  P.  Jackson. 

140.  Jasmine. 

154.  Kittatinny. 

155.  Kickapoo. 

168.  Lackawanna. 
188.  Meteor. 

190.  M.  A.  Wood. 

191.  Metacomet. 


202.  Nyanza. 

203.  Narcissus. 

212.  Octorara. 

214.  Osage. 

238.  Princess  Royal. 

239.  Port  Royal. 

240.  Pink. 

261.  Rodolph. 

296.  Stockdale. 

297.  Sebago. 

298.  Selma. 

299.  Sam  Houston. 

308.  Tallahatchie. 

309.  Tritoma. 

341.  Winnebago. 


Very  respectfully, 


E.  Simpson, 

Fleet  Captain,  for  Commander  in  Chief. 


Lieutenant-Commander  G.  H.  Perkins, 

Commanding  Chickasaw. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  restriction  of  blockade  running  at  Galveston. 

Navy  Department,  March  30,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  would  be  gratified  to  know  that  by  the 
time  this  communication  reaches  you  a  sufficient  force  shall' have 
been  stationed  off  Galveston  to  close  that  port  to  the  ingress  and 
egress  of  blockade  runners.  There  has  been  abundant  evidence  that 
for  two  or  three  months  past  steamers  have  passed  in  and  out  fre¬ 
quently  to  and  from  Havana  and  the  Mexican  coast,  some  of  them 
with  valuable  cargoes  of  cotton.  Galveston  is  the  only  port  of  any 
consequence  to  the  rebels  left  to  them,  and  no  pains  should  be  spared 
to  close  it  effectually. 

The  R.  R.  Cuyler  is  about  sailing  from  Hampton  Roads  to  join 
your  squadron,  and  the  Mercedita  is  under  orders  to  it. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Wallace,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Sands, 
U.  S.  Navy,  desiring  communication  with  Galveston. 

Steamer  Clinton, 

Off  Galveston,  March  30,  1865. 

Captain:  My  dispatches  are  ready  for  forwarding.  As  time  is  of 
importance  to  me,  you  would  oblige  me  very  much  by  enabling  me 
to  communicate  with  the  city  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Lewis  Wallace, 
Major-General,  etc. 

[Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson .] 


Letter  from  Major-General  Hurlbut,  U.  S.  Army:  to  Major-General 
Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  general  condition  of  affairs. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  March  30,  1865. 

I  forward  with  this  letter  report  from  A.  P.  H.  Stuart,  sent  to 
Mobile  last  January.  His  statements  are  probably  true  in  the  main. 
He  reports  also  to  me  that  the  following  parties  in  Mobile  may  be 
relied  on  as  Union  people,  and  requests  protection:  Moses  Foote, 
Frank  Chamberlin  and  family,  late  of  the  Battle  House.  I  am  in 
possession  of  news  from  Shreveport  which  induces  me  to  believe 
that,  if  possible,  a  full  division,  say  6,000  men,  will  cross  the  Missis¬ 
sippi.  The  lines  are  closed  rigidly,  cotton  trade  stopped,  gunboats 
ordered  from  Shreveport  to  Alexandria,  and  every  indication  of  a 
movement  of  troops.  Heavy  guns  from  Alexandria  have  been  sent 
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to  Grand  Ecore,  and  orders  given  to  treat  all  persons  [trading]  for 
cotton  under  Yankee  permits  as  spies.  The  cargo  (dry  goods,  etc.) 
of  the  Anna  Perette  for  her  return  of  cotton  sales  has  been  seized  and 
the  captain  and  supercargo  placed  in  irons.  The  navy  and  General 
Herron  have  been  fully  advised  of  the  probable  movements.  There 
appears  to  be  a  general  belief  everywhere  that  the  rebellion  topples 
toward  its  fall.  Cotton  is  47  cents  in  New  York,  gold  SI. 53.  Mans¬ 
field  &  Co.  are  reported  to  be  losers  to  $1,500,000.  There  is  great 
anxiety  here  to  know  the  probable  action  of  General  Canby  as  to  cot¬ 
ton  in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  many  operations  are  in  progress 
based  upon  his  supposed  action.  There  have  been  persons  here  of 
high  positions  in  Alabama  professing  to  control  large  amounts  in 
Selma  and  Montgomery.  I  have  stated  to  one  of  them,  Mr.  Weaver, 
formerly  secretary  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  that  I  do  not  believe  the 
Government  will  interfere  with  the  private  property  of  peaceable 
citizens  in  the  country.  They  are  willing  to  deliver  their  cotton  to 
the  United  States  direct,  to  whatever  officer  may  be  designated,  and 
to  give  one-fourth  or  more  if  required,  the  remainder  to  await  final 
action  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  I  think  if  an  order  of  this 
nature  was  published  the  people  would  save  their  cotton  from  the 
conflagration  ordered  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  C.  S.  Army. 
If  adopted  by  general  order  this  system  would  cut  off  much  specu¬ 
lation  and  free  decent  people  from  the  plunderers.  I  propose,  when 
Mobile  is  captured,  to  send  over  a  load  of  provisions  or  two  for  the 
immediate  wants  of  such  people  as  may  be  left  there,  and  shall  take 
care  that  nothing  goes  except  purely  provisions.  It  will  be  under¬ 
stood  distinctly  by  the  persons  who  may  be  allowed  to  take  them 
that  their  landing  and  sale  is  dependent  entirely  upon  General 
Canby’s  permission,  unless  I  should  receive  such  permission  before¬ 
hand.  I  conceive  that  it  is  probable  that  distress  may  occur  unless 
some  such  arrangement  is  made. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon  in  the  Gulf  City,  I  remain,  ycur 
obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  Hurlbut, 
Major-General ,  Commanding . 
Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


List  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  A  pril  1 ,  1865. 


Name. 


Guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Albatross . 

Althea . 

Anderson,  W.  G. . . . 

Antona . 

Arkansas . 

Aroostook . 

Arthur . 

Bienville . 

Bloomer. . . 

Bohio. . . 

Buckthorn . 

Carrabasset . 

Cayuga . 

Charlotte . 

Chickasaw . 

Chocura . 


7 
1 

8 
5 

5 
7 

6 
10 

2 


2 

6 

7 

2 

4 

4 


Screw . 

Screw . 

Bark . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Bark . 

Paddle  wheel. 
Stern  wheel... 

Brig . 

Screw . 

Stern  wheel... 
Stern  wheel.. . 

Schooner . 

Ironclad . 

Screw . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  B.  Du  Bois. . . 
Actg.  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon. .  . 

Actg.  Master  II.  Tibbits . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  D.  Cate . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  S.  Skerrett. 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stannard . 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany _ 

Actg. Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 
Actg.  Master  Wm.  M.  Stannard.. 

Actg.  Master  E.  A.  Terrell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ezra  Leonard. . 

Lieut.  Commander  II.  Wilson _ 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 
Lieut.  Commander  G.  H.  Perkins 
Lieut.  Commander  R.  Meade,  jr. . 


Present  duty  or 
station. 


Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
Coast  of  Texas. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
New  Orleans. 

East  Pass. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Berwick  Bay. 
Coast  of  Texas. 
East  Pass. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 
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List  oj  vessels  belonging  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  Avril  1 

1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Cincinnati . 

11 

Cornubia . 

5 

Corypheus . 

2 

Cowslip . 

3 

Dinsmore.  A . 

4 

Elk . 

6 

Estrella . 

5 

Fearnot . . 

5 

Fort  Gaines . 

4 

Fort  Jackson . 

7 

Genesee . 

8 

Gertrude . 

8 

Glasgow . 

2 

Glide . 

6 

Grand  Gulf . 

ii 

Hollyhock . 

3 

Sam  Houston . 

1 

Ida . 

1 

Itasca . 

4 

J.  C.  Kuhn . 

6 

J.  P.  Jackson . 

6 

Jasmine . 

2 

Kanawha . 

4 

Katahdin . 

7 

Kennebec . 

5 

Kickapoo . 

4 

Kineo . 

6 

Kittatinny . 

6 

Lackawanna . 

14 

Metacomet . 

10 

Meteor . 

6 

Milwaukee . 

4 

Narcissus . 

1 

New  London . 

5 

Nyanza . 

6 

Octorara . 

10 

Oneida . 

12 

Osage . 

2 

Ossipee . 

13 

0  wasco . 

5 

Pampero . 

6 

Pembina . 

5 

Penguin . 

7 

Penobscot . 

4 

Pink . 

3 

Pinola . 

4 

Port  Royal . 

10 

Pocahontas . 

6 

Portsmouth . 

18 

Potomac . 

42 

Preston . 

3 

Princess  Royal . 

7 

Quaker  City . 

7 

Richmond . 

22 

Rodolph . 

6 

Rose . 

2 

Sciota . 

4 

Sebago . 

10 

Selma . 

4 

Seminole . 

9 

Stockdale . 

6 

Tallahatchie . 

6 

Trefoil . 

3 

Tritonia . 

3 

Vincennes . 

10 

Virginia . 

7 

Winnebago . 

4 

Wood,  M.  A . 

3 

Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or 
station. 


Ironclad . 

Paddle  wheel . 
Schooner . 


Lieut.  Commander  Geo.  Brown. . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  A.  Johnstone 
Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  W.  Stew¬ 
art. 


Mobile  Bay. 
Coast  of  Texas. 
Mobile  Bay. 


Paddle  wheel . 

Screw . 

Stern  wheel.. . 
Paddle  wheel . 

Ship . 

Stern  wheel.. . 

Side-wheel _ 

Side- wheel _ 

Screw . 

Paddle  wheel. 
Stern  wheel... 

Screw . 

Paddle  wheel . 
Schooner . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Bark . 

Paddle  wheel . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Ironclad . 

Screw . 

Schooner . 

Screw . 

Paddle  wheel . 
Stern  wheel. . . 

Ironclad . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Stern  wheel.. . 
Paddle  wheel. 

Screw . 

Ironclad . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Ship . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Paddle  wheel . 

Screw . 

Ship . 

Ship . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Paddle  wheel . 

Screw . 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Screw . 

Screw. . . ; _ 

Paddle  wheel . 

Paddle  wheel. 

Screw . 

Stern  wheel . . . 
Stern  wheel. . . 

Screw . 

Paddle  wheel. 

Ship . 

Screw . 

Ironclad . 

Schooner . 


Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Bacon . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  B.  Crowell.  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  Kirby . 

Actg.  Master  G.  P.  Pomeroy . 

Actg.  Master  A.  Rich,  jr . 

Actg.  Master  John  R.  Hamilton. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands . 

Lieut.  Commander  John  Irwin.. . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  C.  Dean . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Kemble . 

Actg.  Master  L.  S.  Fickett . 

Commander  J ohn  Downes . 

Pilot  Benj.  Tarbell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut,  and  Pilot  M. 
Freeman. 

Actg.  Ensign  Franklin  Ellms _ 

Lieut.  Commander  N.  Green . 

Actg.  Ensign  S.  II.  Newman . 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  R.  Yates. . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton . 

Lieut.  Commander  B.  B.  Taylor. 
Lieut.  Commander  C.  H.  Greene. 
Lieut.  Commander  Trevett  Ab¬ 
bot. 

Lieut.  Commander  M.  P.  Jones. . 
Lieut.  Commander  John  Watters 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  J.  Blasdell . 

Captain  G.  F.  Emmons . 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby . 

Act.  Master  M.  Jordan . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Gillis... 

Repairing . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wash  Godfrey. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Bouteile. . 
Lieut.  Commander  W.  W.  Low. . 

Commander  T.  H.  Stevens . 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  M.  Gamble 

Commander  Wm.  E.  LeRoy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Commander 
Pennington. 

Actg.  Master  O.  Colburn . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  G.  Maxwell 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  R.  Beers _ 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  E.  K.  Ben- 
ham. 

Actg.  Master  Sam.  Belden . 

Lieut.  Commander  Henry  Erben 
Lieut.  Commander  B.  Gherardi.. 

Actg.  Master  E.  E.  Pendleton _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Felix  McCurley. 

Commander  Alex  Gibson . 

Actg.  Vol  Lieut.  J.  R.  Wheeler. . 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey . 

Commander  W.  F.  Spicer . 

Captain  T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Master  N.  M.  Dyer . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  D.  Maddocks. . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune. . 
Lieut.  Commander  D.  B.  Har¬ 
mony. 

Actg.  Master  H.  M.  Pierce . 

Commander  A.  G.  Clary . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  Edwards. 

Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin . 

Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Wells . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  M’C.loin. . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  II.  Brown.. . 
Lieut.  Commander  W.  A.  Kirk¬ 
land. 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett . 


Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
Off  Galveston. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Berwick  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 
Mississippi  River. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Pensacola  Bay. 
Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Do. 

Coast  of  Texas. 
Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

South  West  Pass. 
New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Do. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Rio  Grande. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ship  Island. 

Coast  ol  Texas. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  6,  1865. 
The  Cuyler  will  proceed  immediately  to  her  station,  the  West  Gulf. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
regarding  the  necessity  of  having  a  collector  of  customs  at  Pensacola. 


Navy  Department,  April  6,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  dispatch,*  No.  25, 
dated  the  19th  ultimo,  received  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K. 
Thatcher,  commanding  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  together 
with  its  several  enclosures,  relative  to  permits  to  land  goods  at  Pensa¬ 
cola  and  to  the  necessity  of  having  a  collector  there.  Please  return 
the  dispatch  and  its  accompaniments  after  finishing  with  them. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 


Hon.  Hugh  McCulloch, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  the  tiring  of 
salutes  in  honor  of  the  fall  of  Selma,  Ala.,  and  defeat  of  General 
Johnston,  C.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  April  6,  1865. 

The  commander  in  chief  has  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  the 
squadron  present  before  Mobile  the  fall  of  Selma  and  defeat  of  General 
J.  E.  Johnston  in  North  Carolina. 

In  honor  of  these  victories  over  the  enemy  a  salute  of  100  guns 
(unshotted)  will  be  fired  at  noon  this  day. 

The  salute  will  be  fired  in  the  following  order: 


Name  of  vessel. 

Guns. 

Name  of  vessel. 

Guns. 

Kickapoo . 

4 

8 

W  innebago . 

4 

Itasca . 

Chickasaw . 

4 

Oetorara . 

6 

Elk. . 

Meteor . 

6 

Stockdale . 

6 

Glasgow . 

3 

When  the  last-named  vessel  has  completed  her  fire,  the  Kickapoo 
will  recommence  and  the  same  number  of  fires  will  be  repeated,  in 
order,  by  the  vessels  as  far  down  the  list  as  to  include  the  Glasgow. 


*  Sec  p.  no. 
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The  time  for  the  Kickapoo  to  resume  her  fire  will  be  marked  on 
board  the  flagship  by  hoisting  the  distinguishing  pennant  of  that 
vessel. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  deficiencies 
of  men  in  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Glasgow, 

Off  Mobile,  Ala.,  April  8,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  28th  ultimo,  wherein  I  am  informed  that  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher  reported  to  the  Department  the  deficiencies  of  the  men 
in  this  squadron  on  the  1st  of  this  month  to  be  1,881,  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  wishes  to  know  why  I  (who  must  have  been  aware  of  this 
deficiency)  did  not  report  the  fact  to  the  Department  or  to  the 
appropriate  bureau. 

In  reply  I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  addressed  to  the  Chief  of 
Bureau  of  Equipment  on  this  subject.  Admiral  Farragut,  when 
he  returned  home,  knew  how  deficient  we  were,  and  I  thought 
would  have  made  our  wants  known.  I  had  only  to  conclude  that 
the  Government  was  embarrassed  for  men,  and  as  I  did  not  care  for 
vessels  undergoing  long  repairs  at  New  Orleans  having  their  com¬ 
plements  filled  (as  a  great  number  would  be  lost  by  desertion),  I 
did  not  again  press  my  necessities,  as  I  was  in  constant  expecta¬ 
tions  of  men  arriving. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  First  District,  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
information  obtained  from  deserters  regarding  the  defenses  of  Gal¬ 
veston. 

No.  54.]  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Blakely  River,  Mobile  Bay,  April  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  the  information  of  the  De¬ 
partment  the  substance  of  intelligence  derived  from  deserters  picked 
up  by  a  boat  of  the  Cayuga  on  the  24th  ultimo  off  the  coast  of  Texas. 
Very  respectfully  ,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  March  27,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following  is  about  the  substance  of  the  information 
obtained  from  the  seven  men  picked  up  by  this  vessel  on  the  24th 
instant : 

They  are  from  Colonel  [Joseph  J.]  Cook’s  heavy  artillery  regiment, 
stationed  at  Virginia  Point.  They  enlisted  for  one  year;  most  of 
them  have  served  four  years.  They  were  refused  their  discharge 
and  deserted  in  a  small  boat  on  the  night  of  the  22d  instant,  coming 
out  of  San  Luis  Pass.  There  are  7  regiments  on  Galveston  Island, 
numbering  in  all  about  3,500  men.  In  addition  to  these  there  are 
2  companies  of  artillery  stationed  at  Virginia  Point,  numbering 
about  100  men.  At  South  Battery  there  are  2  guns,  1  30-pounder 
Parrott  and  1  10-inch  columbiad.  Three  wooden  quakers  are 
mounted  on  this  fort.  At  Fort  Magruder  5  guns,  1  64-pounder, 
rifled,  1  10-inch  columbiad,  and  3  32-pounders.  At  Bolivar  Point 
5  guns,  2  9-inch  and  3  32-pounders,  from  the  Harriet  Lane.  On 
Virginia  Point  5  guns,  2  9-inch  and  3  32-pounders.  On  Pelican 
Spit,  5  guns,  1  10-inch  columbiad  and  4  32-pounders;  guns  formerly 
belonging  to  the  Westfield.  On  the  bayou  that  runs  along  the  rail¬ 
road,  commencing  south  of  the  bridge  near  Eagle  Grove  and  running 
across  the  island  toward  the  city,  they  have  small  fortifications 
with  4  or  5  32-pounders  mounted  on  them.  They  think  that  the 
number  of  guns  at  Galveston  has  not  been  diminished,  but  they 
have  frequently  changed  their  position.  All  the  guns  have  been 
newly  mounted,  the  carriages  manufactured  at  the  general  ord¬ 
nance  depot  at  Houston.  They  know  nothing  definite  about  the 
torpedo  boats,  but  have  heard  that  such  boats  were  being  built  on 
the  San  Jacinto  River,  at  Lynchburg.  One  of  the  men  saw  what 
was  shown  to  him  as  a  torpedo  boat  lying  in  the  main  channel  at 
Galveston.  It  was  shaped  like  a  box,  with  square  corners,  and  was 
quite  low  in  the  water.  He  could  not  tell  whether  she  was  plated 
or  not,  and  did  not  seem  positive  that  it  was  a  torpedo  boat.  They 
have  endeavored  to  remove  the  torpedoes  in  the  main  channel,  but 
have  been  unable  to  find  all  of  them.  From  fear  of  them  blockade 
runners  are  obliged  to  go  around  Pelican  Spit  to  reach  the  wharf. 
Blockade  runners  furnish  plenty  of  iron.  They  recovered  the  most 
of  the  machinery  from  the  Acadia  and  the  Will-o'-the-wisp.  They 
have  made  three  guns  out  of  the  shaft  of  the  steamer  Westfield. 
There  are  now  three  blockade  running  steamers  inside,  also  one 
schooner  loaded  with  cotton.  It  is  proposed  to  establish  a  line 
between  the  Suwanee  River,  Florida,  and  Havana.  The  Francis, 
that  ran  out  from  here  a  short  time  ago,  was  to  make  a  trip  there 
after  discharging  her  cargo  at  Havana.  They  have  no  steamers  at 
Galveston  fit  for  rams,  the  Bayou  City  and  others  having  been  made 
passenger  boats  of.  There  are  no  troops  at  Houston  but  the  State 
militia.  Troops  have  been  ordered  by  General  Kirby  Smith  to  cross 
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the  Mississippi  River,  but  they  refused  to  go  out  of  Texas  or  western 
.Louisiana. 

These  men  are  all  Germans  and  aliens. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Wilson, 

.  Lieutenant- Commander. 

Captain  Benjamin  F.  Sands, 

Commanding  Second  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

off  Galveston,  Tex. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America — a  proclamation. 

Whereas  for  some  time  past  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States 
have  been  refused  in  certain  foreign  ports  privileges  and  immunities 
to  which  they  were  entitled  by  treaty,  public  law,  or  the  comity  of 
nations,  at  the  same  time  that  vessels  of  war  of  the  country  wherein 
the  said  privileges  and  immunities  have  been  withheld  have  enjoyed 
them  fully  and  uninterruptedly  in  ports  of  the  United  States;  which 
condition  of  things  has  not  always  been  forcibly  resisted  by  the 
United  States,  although,  on  the  other  hand,  they  have  not  at  any 
time  failed  to  protest  against  and  declare  their  dissatisfaction  with 
the  same.  In  the  view  of  the  United  States  no  condition  any  longer 
exists  which  can  be  claimed  to  justify  the  denial  to  them  by  any  one 
of  such  nations  of  customary  naval  rights,  as  has  heretofore  been 
so  unnecessarily  persisted  in: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
States,  do  hereby  make  known  that  if,  after  a  reasonable  time  shall 
have  elapsed  for  intelligence  of  this  proclamation  to  have  reached 
any  foreign  country  in  whose  ports  the  said  privileges  and  immuni¬ 
ties  shall  have  been  refused  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  continue  to  be 
so  refused,  then  and  henceforth  the  same  privileges  and  immunities 
shall  be  refused  to  the  vessels  of  war  of  that  country  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  and  this  refusal  shall  continue  until  war  vessels 
of  the  United  States  shall  have  been  placed  upon  an  entire  equality 
in  the  foreign  ports  aforesaid  with  similar  vessels  of  other  countries. 
The  United  States,  whatever  claim  or  pretense  may  have  existed 
heretofore,  are  now,  at  least,  entitled  to  claim  and  concede  an  entire 
and  friendly  equality  of  rights  and  hospitalities  with  all  maritime 
nations. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  have  caused 
the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  eleventh  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 

[l.  s.]  five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighty-ninth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  o  f  State. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  a 

request  for  light-draft  vessels  to  insure  efficiency  on  the  Galveston 

blockade. 

No.  55.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Blakely  River,  Mobile  Bay,  April  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  commanding  Third.  Division,  off  the 
coast  of  Texas,  showing  the  condition  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  block¬ 
ading  duty  there  and  the  urgent  necessity  for  fast  steamers  of  light 
draft. 

May  I  ask  the  Department’s  attention  to  this  matter  as  many  of 
our  vessels  are  now  unfit  to  cruise  without  docking  and  others  require 
complete  repairs? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  April  2,  1865. 

Admiral:  A  month’s  experience  on  the  blockade  has  shown  me 
the  necessity  of  having  light-draft  and  fast  vessels  to  make  it  all 
efficient.  Even  in  broad  daylight  a  runner,  hard  pressed,  chased  from 
seaward  by  the  Preston,  made  for  the  land  to  the  eastward  and  ran  the 
gantlet  of  five  vessels  sent  to  head  her  off,  which  could  not  get  near 
enough  for  accurate  firing  on  account  of  their  draft  of  water,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  into  port,  not,  however,  without  receiving  considera¬ 
ble  damage  from  some  of  the  many  shots  fired,  the  shot  holes  plainly 
visible  in  her  side.  This  vessel  which  I  command,  though  fast,  is  of 
too  much  draft  of  water  for  active  service  as  a  blockader  near  the  bar. 
The  gunboats,  viz,  Kennebec,  Pinola,  Owasco,  Penobscot,  Kanawha, 
and  Cayuga,  are  all  so  crippled  as  to  be  unable  to  do  much  [more]  than 
move  about;  the  first  four  stationed  at  the  several  passes.  The  iron 
vessels  Princess  Royal,  Antona,  Virginia,  and  Gertrude  are  so  foul  as 
to  make  them  little  better  than  6  or  7  knot  vessels;  and  I  have  often 
had  the  mortification  of  seeing  vessels  safely  anchored  inside  the  har¬ 
bor  that  we  could  not  catch,  even  if  we  had  seen  them  going  in,  for 
want  of  efficient  vessels  for  the  purpose.  Two  or  three  small  vessels 
of  the  Wilderness  and  Eolus  class,  drawing  6  or  7  feet  of  water,  and 
fast,  as  I  have  previously  suggested,  would  do  good  service  at  the  bar 
and  alongshore  east  and  west,  and  render  it  more  dangerous  at  least  to 
violate  the  blockade. 

The  gunboats  should  be  sent  North  for  thorough  repair,  or  they 
will  before  long  have  to  be  towed  there;  they  could  scarcely,  in  their 
*  present  condition,  make  the  winter  passage  on  our  eastern  coast. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  Second  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Squadron,  Headquarters,  New  Orleans. 
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Utter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 

1  date  her,  U.S.  Navy,  requesting  cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  Alabama. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi 

April  12,  1865. 

Smith’s  corps  starts  to-morrow  for  Montgomery  by  land.  Steele 
will  start  in  two  or  three  days  for  the  same  point  by  water.  Granger, 
with  his  corps,  will  operate  on  the  west.  I  propose  to  establish  a 
strong  work  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tombigbee,  to  prevent  the 
rebel  gunboats  from  interfering  with  our  operations  on  the  Alabama. 
We  shall  need  your  assistance  in  these  operations  Will  you  do  me 
the  favor  to  advise  me  how  soon  and  to  what  extent  you  can  aid  us, 
as  Steele’s  movements  will  of  course  be  contingent  upon  your  move¬ 
ments.  I  shall  go  over  to  Mobile  to-morrow,  and  shall  be  very  happy 
to  have  you  accompany  me,  if  it  is  convenient  for  you  to  do  so.  I  will 
remain  at  Blakely  until  after  Smith’s  corps  gets  underway.  A 
salute  of  100  guns,  in  honor  of  the  victories  in  Virginia  and  our  suc¬ 
cesses  here,  will  be  fired  to-morrow  at  Spanish  Fort,  Blakely,  and 
Mobile,  at  8  a.  m. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Admiral  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  April  13,  1865. 
They  have  blown  up  a  tug  operating  in  the  Apalachee.  Command 
me  always. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

General  Canby. 


Letter  of  acknowledgment  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army, 
to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  in  the  matter  of  mortar 
boats. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  April  IJj,  1865. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  Major-General  Canby,  I  have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  March  15,  relating  to  the  five 
mortar  boats,  and  to  express  to  you  the  general’s  thanks  for  your  very 
prompt  response  to  his  request  for  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  Dyer, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Mound.  City,  111. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
tabular  statement  regarding  the  vessels  o  f  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

No.  63.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  April  15,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department,  in  tabular 
form,  the  names,  number  of  guns,  class,  commanding  officers,  and  the 
stations  of  the  vessels  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  on  the  15th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant," 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

Vessels  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  April  15,  1865. 


Names. 

Guns. 

Class. 

7 

1 

. do . 

W.  G.  Anderson _ 

8 

Bark . 

5 

Screw . 

5 

. do . 

7 

. do . 

6 

Bark . 

Bienville . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Bloomer . 

2 

Stern  wheel. . . 

1 

Brig . 

Buckthorn . 

2 

Screw . 

Carrabassett . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Cayuga . 

7 

_ do . 

Charlotte . 

2 

4 

Chocura . 

4 

Cincinnati . 

11 

Cornubia . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Corypheus . 

4 

Cowslip . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

A.  Dinsmore . 

4 

■ 

Elk . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Estrella . 

5 

Paddle  wheel . 

Fearnot . 

5 

Fort  Gaines . 

5 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Fort  Jackson . 

7 

Side- wheel _ 

Genesee . 

8 

..  ..do _ 

Gertrude . 

8 

Screw. . . . 

Glasgow . 

2 

Paddle  wheel . 

Glide . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Grand  Gulf . 

11 

Hollyhock . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Sam  Houston . 

1 

Schooner . 

Ida . 

1 

J.  P.  Jackson . 

6 

Paddle  wheel . 

Jasmine . 

9 

Kanawha . 

4 

Katahdin . 

7 

Kennebec . 

5 

Kickapoo . 

4 

Kineo . . 

6 

Kittatinny . 

6 

J.  C.  Kuhn . 

6 

Lackawanna . 

14 

Screw. . . 

Metacomet . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Meteor . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or 
station. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Commander 
T.  B.  Du  Bois. 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon _ 


Actg.  Master  H.  Tibbits . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  David  Cate _ 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  S.  Skerrett. 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Starjnard _ 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany... 
Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 
Actg.  Master  Wm.  M.  Stannard. 

Actg.  Master  E.  A.  Terrell . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ezra  Leonard. . 
Lieut.  Commander  II.  Wilson... 
Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whiting. 
Lieut.  Commander  G.  H.  Perkins 
Lieut.  Commander  R.  Meade,  jr. . 
Lieut.  Commander  Geo.  Brown. . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  A.  Johnstone 
Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  Wm. 
Stewart. 

Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Bacon . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  B.  Crowell. . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  Kirby . 

Actg.  Master  G.  P.  Pomeroy . 

Actg.  Master  Abraham  Rich . 

Actg.  Master  John  R.  Hamilton  . 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands . 

Lieut.  Commander  John  Irwin.. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  C.  Dean . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Kemble . 

Actg.  Master  L.  S.  Fickett . 

Commander  John  Downes . 

Pilot  Benj.  Tarbell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut,  and  Pilot  M. 
F  reeman. 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  Ellms . 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  R.  Yates. . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton . 

Lieut.  Commander  B.  B.  Taylor. 
Lieut.  CommanderC.  H.  Greene. 

Lieut.  Commander  T.  Abbot _ 

Lieut.  Commander  M.  P.  Jones. . 
Lieut.  Commander  John  Watters 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  J.  Blasdell . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  G.  F.  Wil¬ 
kins. 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons . 

Commander  P.  Crosby . 

Actg.  Master  M.  Jordan . 


Mobile  Bay. 

Mobile  Bay;  sunk  in 
Blakely  River  by  a 
torpedo. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Gone  north. 

East  Pass. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Berwick  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

East  Pass. 

Off  Mobile  city. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Coast,  of  Texas. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Supply  vessel  between 
New  Orleans  and 
Texas. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 
OS  Galveston,  Tex. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Berwick  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 
Mississippi  River. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Sunk  by  a  torpedo. 
Mobile  Bay. 
Mississippi  Sound. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Off  Mobile  city. 

Gone  north. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 
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Vessels  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  April  15,  1865 — Continued. 


Names. 


Milwaukee . 

Narcissus . 

New  London. . . 

Nyanza . 

Octorara . 

Oneida . 

Osage . 

Ossipee . 

O  wasco . 

Pampero . 

Pembina . 

Penguin . 

Pink . 

Pinola . 

Pocahontas.... 
Port  Royal. . . . 
Portsmouth... 

Potomac . 

Preston . 

Princess  RoyaL 

Quaker  City _ 

Richmond . 

Rodolph . 

Rose . 

Sciota . 

Sebago . 

Selma . 

Seminole . 

Stockdale . 

Tallahatchie _ 

Trefoil . 

Tritonia . 

Vincennes.. .  . . 

Virginia . 

Winnebago.... 

M.  A.  Wood.... 


Guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

4 

Ironclad . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Gillis . . . 

1 

Screw . 

Repairing . 

5 

. do . 

Actg.  Vbl.  Lieut.  Washington 

Godfrey. 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Boutelle. . 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  W.  Low.. 

12 

Screw . 

2 

hie. 

13 

Screw . 

Commander  Wm.  E.  Le  Roy. . 

5 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  W.  Penning- 

ton. 

6 

Ship . 

Actg.  Master  Oliver  Colburn . 

5 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  G.  Maxwell 

7 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  R.  Beers. . . 

3 

Actg.  Master  Sami.  Belden . 

4 

. do . 

Lieut.  Commander  Henry  Erben 

6 

_ do . 

Actg.  Master  E.  E.  Pendleton _ 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Lieut.  Commander  B.  Gherardi. . 

18 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori . 

42 

Commander  A.  Gibson . 

3 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  R.  Wheeler.. 

7 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey . 

7 

22 

Captain  Theo.  P.  Greene . 

6 

2 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  D.  Maddocks. . . 

4 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune.. 

10 

Paddle  wheel . 

Lieut.  Commander  D.  B.  Har- 

4 

. do . 

m  on  y» 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Felix  McCurley. 

9 

Commander  A.  G.  Clary . 

6 

Stern  wheel. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos. 'Edwards 

6 

Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin . 

3 

Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Wells . 

3 

Paddle  wheel . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin... 

,  10 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  M’Gloin  .. 

7 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Brown... 

4 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  A.  Kirk- 

land. 

3 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett . 

Present  duty  or 
station. 


Destroyed  by  a  torpe¬ 
do  in  Blakely  River. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Off  Mobile  city. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Sunk  by  a  torpedo  in 
Blakely  River. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

South  West  Pass. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Do 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Do. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Sunk  by  a  torpedo  in 
Blakely  River. 

New  Orleans. 

Sunk  by  a  torpedo. 
Off  Mobile. 

New  Orleans. 

Rio  Grande. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ship  Island. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Off  Mobile  city. 

Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
vacancies  in  the  squadron. 

No.  66.1  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  April  15,  1865. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  Milwaukee,  Osage,  Rodolph, 
Sciota,  and  the  tugs  Ida  and  Althea,  thereby  releasing  their  crews  for 
distribution  among  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron,  there  ©xist 
vacancies  for  450  men  less  than  were  called  for  in  my  dispatch  No.  18, 
dated  March  the  12th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
reports  of  officers  commanding  vessels  destroyed  by  torpedoes. 

No.  67.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  April  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  previously  reported  to  the  Department  the  loss  of  the 
gunboat  Sciota,  the  tug  Ida,  and  a  launch  of  the  Cincinnati  by  tor¬ 
pedoes. 

I  forward  herewith  copies  (marked  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3)  of  the  reports 
of  the  commanding  officers  of  those  vessels,  giving  the  details. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

U.  S.  S.  Sciota, 

Off  Mobile,  Ala.,  April  Ilf.,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  painful  duty  to  respectfully  report  the  sinking 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sciota,  under  my  command,  by  a  rebel  torpedo,  and 
the  loss  of  4  men  and  wounding  of  6  others. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Fleet  Captain  E.  Simpson,  I  had  finished 
coaling  the  barge  from  the  brig  American  Union,  and  had  delivered  to 
the  Itasca,  Sebago,  and  Genesee  the  working  parties  belonging  to  the 
aforesaid  vessels,  and  was  proceeding  toward  the  eastern  shore  on  an 
E.  S.  E.  course  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  10  men  of  the  working 
party  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Elk,  when  I  ran  against  a  torpedo  which  was 
below  the  surface  of  the  water,  exploding  it,  causing  the  vessel  to 
sink  immediately  nearly  decks  to  the  water. 

The  explosion  was  terrible,  breaking  the  beams  of  the  spar  deck, 
tearing  open  the  waterways,  ripping  off  starboard  forechannels,  and 
breaking  fore-topmast. 

I  have  examined  the  decks  and  waterways  immediately  over  the 
place  where  the  explosion  took  place,  and  in  my  opinion  the  damage 
is  not  so  extensive  as  to  prevent  raising  her.  I  have  also  questioned 
those  of  the  crew  who  were  on  the  berth  deck 'at  the  time  of  the 
explosion,  and  their  evidence  in  regard  to  the  effect  upon  the  berth 
deck  by  the  explosion  leads  me  to  think  that  it  struck  the  vessel  below 
the  line  of  the  berth  deck  and  under  and  abreast  of  the  forerigging,  at 
the  first  bow  cant  or  round  of  the  bow.  Since  the  sinking  of  the  vessel 
I  have  recovered  three  of  the  bodies  of  the  missing  men.  I  must 
thank  the  captain  of  the  Cowslip  for  his  prompt  assistance  in  removing 
the  wounded  from  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Magune,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Sguadron. 

April  15, 1865.—- Since  writing  this  report  I  have  recovered  the  body 
of  another  man  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Elk. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Magune,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Mobile  Bay,  April  15,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  April  13,  1865,  the  U.  S.  S.  Ida,  under  my 
command,  pioceeded  from  the  flagship  Stockdale  under  orders  to 
report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  John  Irwin  and  place  the  steamer 
under  his  orders.  After  reaching  the  Cincinnati  and  reporting  I 
was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  XJ.  S.  S.  Genesee,  lying  about  2  miles 
below  the  obstructions.  TV  hen  about  two-thirds  of  the  way  down 
the  steamer  struck  a  torpedo  on  her  starboard  side,  crushing  in  her 
timbers,  bursting  her  boilers,  and  tearing  up  her  decks.  She  filled 
m  a  few  moments  in  10  feet  of  water,  where  she  now  lies,  directly  in 
mid-channel.  Every  possible  assistance  was  rendered  by  the  vessels 
in  sight  to  save  life  and  property.  The  guns  have  been  taken  off  and 
a  portion  of  the  engine  has  been  removed. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows: 

Philip  TV  illiams,  landsman,  drowned ;  Thomas  Burns,  first-class  fire¬ 
man,  missing;  Sanford  Curran,  acting  third  assistant  engineer,  leg 
broken  in  two  places;  John  O’Locklan,  first-class  fireman,  wounded 
in  the  head  slightly;  Abraham  Burrell,  ship’s  cook,  scalded  on  the 
left  arm. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Ellms, 

Acting  Ensign,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Cincinnati, - ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  deeply  regret  to  have  to  report  blowing  up  of  the  launch  of 
this  vessel  by  a  torpedo  yesterday  afternoon. 

By  this  sad  accident  three  lives  were  lost.  Their  names  are  as 
follows : 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  Leon  De  Wolf,  Captain  of  Forecastle  C.  H. 
Howard,  Ordinary  Seaman  John  Drion. 

The  launch  had  caught  a  torpedo  and  had  weighed  it  to  within 
about  2  feet  of  the  surface  of  the  water,  when  the  mooring  parted 
and  the  strain  on  the  drag  rope  brought  the  torpedo  against  the 
stern  of  the  boat,  exploding  it. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Brown, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
report  of  fleet  surgeon  regarding  the  casualties  from  torpedoes. 

No.  76.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  a  full  report  from  the  fleet 
surgeon,  J.  C.  Palmer,  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Osage,  Rodolph, 
Ida,  and  Sciota,  vessels  destroyed  by  torpedoes. 

Also  the  report  (marked  No.  2)  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Althea,  giving  the  details  of  the  loss  of  that  tug,  with  the  names  of 
the  killed  ana  wounded  on  board  of  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

U.  S.  Hospital  Ship  Tallahatchie, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  April  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report,  from  the  best  sources  within  my  reach,  the 
following  killed  and  wounded  aboard  vessels  lately  destroyed  by 
torpedoes : 

Killed. 

Osage. — Nicholas  Heydenger,  ordinary  seaman;  Lewis  De  Wall, 
master  at  arms;  William  Paigher,  seaman;  John  Everhart,  ordinary 
seaman;  Charles  Taylor,  ordinary  seaman. 

Rodolph. — Theodore  Texada,  landsman;  Jule  Baltour,  first-class 
boy  (colored);  Michael  Driscoll,  landsman;  Johnson  Smith,  landsman 
(colored). 

Ida. — Philip  Williams,  landsman  (colored) ;  Thomas  Burns,  first- 
class  fireman;  Sanford  Curran,  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 

Sciota. — John  W.  Bayard,  boatswain’s  mate;  J.  S.  Robinson,  cap¬ 
tain  forecastle;  Jeremiah  Horrigan,  coxswain;  Jacob  Brown,  boat¬ 
swain’s  mate;  George  Creighton,  landsman  (attached  to  Elk). 

Severely  wounded. 

Osage. — William  Hartly,  ordinary  seaman;  William  G.  Boyson, 
boatswain’s  mate. 

Rodolph. — Eli  Robertson,  landsman  (colored);  William  Strother, 
coal  heaver  (colored) ;  Moses  Payne,  second-class  boy  (colored) ;  Sewell 
Chiccjuoine,  second-class  fireman  (colored). 

Sciota. — William  Prudewell,  sailmaker’s  mate. 

Slightly  wounded. 

Osage. — John  Tonan,  seaman;  John  H.  Thompson,  landsman  ;  Ed¬ 
ward  McLane,  first-class  fireman ;  Charles  Couburn,  landsman ;  Peter 
Harley,  seaman;  Michael  McGuire,  ordinary  seaman;  Joseph  Barker, 
seaman;  David  H.  Larkins,  ordinary  seaman;  William  G.  Fisher, 
ordinary  seaman. 

Rodolph.—  John  Wilson,  captain  hold;  Daniel  Kelley,  landsman; 
James  H.  Miller,  landsman;  George  McDonald,  landsman;  Anderson 
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Wilkins,  first-class  boy  (colored) ;  Henry  Rounds,  first-class  boy  John 
o.  Adams,  ship’s  painter. 

Ida .  A  br  ah  am  Burrell,  ship’s  cook  (colored) ;  John  McLaughlin 
(rate  unknown). 

Sciota.  John  Price,  landsman;  Maurice  O’Brien,  surgeon’s  stew¬ 
ard  (since  dead);  James  O’Brien,  quartermaster;  Alonzo  Stevens 
coxswain;  William  Carson,  landsman. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  account  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  aboard  the  Althea ,  nor  of  those  in  the  Cincinnati’s  boat. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jas.  C.  Palmer, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 


Hospital  Ross, 

Mobile ,  April  19,  18G5. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Althea. 

On  the  12th  ultimo  I  was  ordered  by  Captain  Low  to  drag  the 
channel  with  a  chain  attached  to  spars  laid  across  the  stem;  Pilot 
J.  Dinton  was  ordered  on  board  to  instruct  me  where  to  go.  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  drag,  and  when  abreast  of  Battery  Huger,  the  chain  getting 
afoul  of  an  old  wreck,  I  tried  to  pull  it  out  and  failed,  and  as  it  was 
found  impossible  to  clear  the  chain  I  ordered  it  to  be  slipped.  After 
this  was  done  I  attempted  to  return  to  the  Octorara,  but  the  vessel 
ran  afoul  of  a  torpedo,  which  exploded  “near  the  after  part  of  the 
pilot  house,  a  little  to  the  starboard;  the  vessel  sunk  immediately 
in  10  or  12  feet  of  water,  and  I  regret  to  state  that  2  men  were 
killed,  2  others  badly  wounded,  and  that  I  am  badly  injured  in  the 
left  leg  and  foot. 

Killed. — G.  D.  Andrews,  first-class  boy  (colored) ;  J.  Glen,  landsman 
(colored). 

Wounded. — Acting  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon;  John  Griswold,  ordi¬ 
nary  seaman;  Patrick  Manning,  first-class  fireman. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 


F.  A.  G.  Bacon, 

Acting  Ensign,  late  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Althea. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Id.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  Mobile,  Ala. 


Proceedings  of  a  commission  appointed  to  examine  wharves,  docks,  ship¬ 
yards  ,  foundries ,  and  workshops  in  and  about  Mobile,  for  the  purpose 
of  assigning  them  according  to  the  necessities  of  each  branch  of  the 
service. 


Headquarters  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  April  HO,  1865. 

West  Gulf  Squadron,  U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  Ala.,  April  HO,  I860. 

A  joint  commission,  to  consist  of  Brigadier-General  J.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  on  the 
part  of  the  Army,  and  Commander  Peirce  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Metacomet,  on  the  part  of  the  Navy,  will  proceed  at  once  to  examine  the  wharves,  docks, 
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shipyards,  foundries,  and  workshops  in  and  about  Mobile  for  the  purpose  of  designating 
and  assigning  them  in  proportion  to  the  necessities  of  each  branch  of  the  service.  The 
commission  will  also  designate  and  assign  such  steam  and  other  vessels  as  may  be  suitable 
or  needed  by  the  Army  or  Navy,  designating  preferably  for  the  army  river  steamers  and 
vessels  suited  for  the  navigation  of  still  waters,  and  for  the  Navy  the  heavier  class  of  ves¬ 
sels.  The  action  of  the  commission  will  not  be  regarded  as  determining  any  question  of 
private  interest  or  of  prize  that  may  be  involved  in  the  property  included  in  this  order. 

E.  R.  S.  Canbt, 

Major-General,  Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


The  commission  met,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  order,  on  the  21st 
instant  and  made  the  examination  in  accordance  with  its  instructions, 
but  have  been  unable  to  agree  fully  in  assigning  the  wharves  and  ves¬ 
sels  to  each  branch  of  the  service,  and  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following :  I  propose  that  the  grounds  and  buildings  above  and  near 
the  commencement  of  Connecticut  street,  known  as  Hitchcock’s 
press,  and  used  by  the  rebels  as  their  navy  yard,  together  with  the 
wharves  in  front  of  the  same;  also  the  two  slips  and  wharves  at 
the  foot  of  St.  Anthony  street  and  the  wharf  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  and  below  Dauphin  street,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the 
Navy.  All  the  docks  and  wharves  below,  between,  and  above  the 
points  designated  on  either  side  of  the  river  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  use  of  the  Army.  The  floating  dry  dock  and  marine  railway, 
together  with  the  sawmills  and  workshops  appertaining  thereto,  be 
assigned  jointly  for  the  use  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  the  preference 
to  be  given  to  either  branch  of  the  service  according  to  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  service,  but  to  be  placed  in  the  charge  and  care  of  the  Army. 
The  six  floats  or  camels  for  raising  and  carrying  vessels  over  shoals, 
which  belonged  to  and  were  used  by  the  rebel  Government,  be  turned 
over  to  the  Navy  for  the  joint  use  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  according 
to  their  necessities,  and  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  latter.  The  ma¬ 
chine  shop,  known  as  Ollis  &  Toulmin,  to  be  taken  for  naval  pur¬ 
poses,  and  those  of  Skate  &  Co.,  and  Park,  Lyons  &  Co.,  for  the  Army. 
The  steamers  Coquette,  Virginia,  Margaret,  Flirt,  R.  B.  Taney,  two 
schooners,  and  barges  and  flatboats  to  be  appropriated  for  army  pur¬ 
poses,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  flatboats  marked  1,  2,  and  3, 
which  are  required  for  naval  use.  The  steamer  Julia  and  steam  tug 
Gunnison,  the  heavier  class  of  vessels,  to  be  taken  for  naval  pur¬ 
poses,  provided  it  does  not  conflict  with  the  arrangements  previously 
made  by  General  Canby  with  parties  claiming  said  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peirce  Crosby, 

Commander,  Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Metacomet. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  IT.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Approved : 


H.  K.  Thatcher, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


Approved : 


Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General,  Commandin  g. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
assignment  of  certain  vessels  to  convoy  duty,  in  cooperation  with 
Major-General  Steele. 

No.  72.]  Flagship  Stockdale,  .  ' 

Off  Mobile  City,  April  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have 
dispatched  the  gunboat  Sebago,  Lieutenant-Commander  Harmony, 
the  ironclad  steamer  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant-Commander  Brown, 
with  the  tinclads  Tallahatchie  and  ETlc,  to  convoy  a  force  of  13,000 
men,  under  Major-General  Steele,  to  Selma  and  Montgomery.  The 
gunboat  Octorara,  Lieutenant-Commander  Low,  and  monitor  Winne¬ 
bago,  Lieutenant-Commander  Kirkland,  remain  near  the  junction  of 
Tombigbee  and  Alabama  rivers  for  the  purpose  of  covering  an  army 
force  who  are  fortifying  at  a  point  above  the  junction  to  prevent  the 
navigation  or  passage  of  those  steamers  by  the  enemy.  The  two 
vessels  last  named  will  return  here  after  having  executed  this  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington .- 


Capture  of  cotton  by  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Cornubia  and  Gertrude,  April  20, 

1865. 


Report  of  Captain  Sands,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  commanding  officers. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off,  Galveston,  Tex.,  April  21,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  report  that  a  steamer,  in  attempting  to  run 
out  from  Galveston  on  the  night  of  the  19th,  got  aground  on  the  bar, 
endeavoring  to  elude  the  vessels  stationed  there.  She  succeeded  in 
getting  off  by  throwing  over  some  200  bales  of  cotton,  about  140 
bales  of  which  were  recovered  by  the  Cornubia  and  Gertrude  in  the 
morning  (89  by  the  former  and  50  by  the  latter),  which  will  be  sent 
in  as  soon  as  possible  for  adjudication. 

The  steamer  was  seen  next  under  Fort  Point  and  returned  to  the 
city.  The  bar  was  very  rough  and  the  night  hazy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain,  77.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  Third  Div.  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

The  steamer  that  [we]  tried  and  failed  to  get  was  the  Denbigh,  and 
lost  200  bales  in  the  attempt. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Squadron,  Hdqrs.,  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dean,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude. 


U.  S.  S.  Gertrude, 

Off  Galveston  Bar,  Texas,  April  21,  1865. 

^Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  20th 
instant,  whilst  at  anchor  off  Bolivar  Channel,  at  6  a.  m.,  discovered 
a  number  of  bales  of  cotton  that  had  been  thrown  overboard  from  a 
blockade  runner  which  had  got  aground  on  the  bar  the  night  preced¬ 
ing  while  attempting  to  run  out,  and  finding  he  was  closely  watched 
and  would  undoubtedly  have  been  destroyed,  he  threw  overboard 
said  cotton  and  succeeded  in  getting  off  safe  and  ran  back  to  the 
town. 

We  picked  up  50  bales,  which  I  shall  send  to  New  Orleans  by  the 
first  supply  vessel  for  adjudication,  as  per  order  of  senior  officer, 
Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Sands,  Commanding  Third  Division  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Hoping  this  may  meet  your  approval,  sir,  I  remain^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Benj.  C.  Dean, 

Acting  V olunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding . 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Johnstone,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Cornubia. 


U.  S.  S.  Cornubia, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  April  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  hereby  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  20th 
instant,  off  Galveston  Bar,  this  ship,  under  my  command,  picked  up 
89  bales  of  cotton,  part  of  the  cargo  of  a  blockade  runner  that  got 
ashore  on  the  bar  the  night  previous  in  attempting  to  come  out. 

The  cotton  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  by  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  attached  to  this  ship  and 
borne  upon  her  books  at  the  time  the  cotton  was  picked  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


John  A.  Johnstone, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Johnstone,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Cornubia,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Chaos,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  Cornubia, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  April  22,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  schooner 
Chaos,  with  a  cargo  of  170  bales  of  cotton,  by  this  ship,  under  my 
command,  about  10  p.  m.  on  the  21st  instant,  while  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade  from  the  port  of  Galveston. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


137 


The  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson  came  up  and  spoke  us  a  few  minutes 
arter  the  capture  was  made. 

As  the  schooner  was  brought  to  within  3  miles  of  the  bar,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  other  blockading  vessels  were  within  signal  distance  at 
the  time,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many,  or  their  names. 

The  vessel  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  with  all 
the  necessary  witnesses  and  documents. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  attached  to  this  ship  and 
borne  on  her  books  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Johnstone, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  the  U.  S.  prize  commissioner  at  New  Orleans  of  the  receipt  of 
schooner  Chaos  and  captured  cotton. 


U.  S.  Prize  Commissioner’s  Office, 

Custom-house,  New  Orleans,  May  12,  1865. 

Sir:  As  prize  commissioner  of  the  U.  S.  district  court,  eastern 
district  of  Louisiana,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the 
prize  schooner  Chaos,  of  63  tons  burden,  with  a  cargo  of  170  bales 
of  cotton,  captured  on  21st  day  of  April,  1865,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Cornu- 
hia,  John  A.  Johnstone,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding,  off  Galveston  Bar, 
coast  of  Texas. 

Also  of  89  bales  of  cotton  picked  up  at  sea  by  the  said  steamer 
Cornubia,  on  the  20th  April,  1865. 

Also  50  bales  of  cotton  picked  up  at  sea  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude, 
B.  C.  Dean,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding,  on  the  20th  April,  1865. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


1  . 

TJ.  S.  Prize  Commissioner. 


General  order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  V.  S.  Navy. 

General  Order  }  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

No.  8.  f  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  22,  1865. 

In  token  of  respect  to  the  late  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  all  officers  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  will  wear  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  a  period  of  six  months  from  this  date. 

Each  vessel  will  fire  a  salute  of  half-hour  guns,  commencing  at  sum 
rise  and  ending  at  sunset,  in  commemoration  of  the  sad  event. 

Id.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 


Navy  Department,  April  25,  1865. 
Sir:  The  Bienville,  which  is  probably  the  fastest  steamer  in  the 
Gulf,  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia  under  orders  from  yourself.  As 
she  requires  no  repairs  but  coppering,  the  Department  presumes  you 
do  not  require  her  services,  and  she  will  be  retained  North. 

V ery  respectfully, 


G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  PI.  K.  Thatcher, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  BTkdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Order  of  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Crosby, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  anchorage  off  Dog  River  Bar: 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  City  of  Mobile,  April  27 ,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  return  with  the  vessels 
under  your  command  to  the  anchorage  off  Dog  River  Bar. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  First  Division. 
Commander  Peirce  Crosby, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  Mobile  Bay. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  enjoining  vigilance  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Confederacy. 

Navy  Department,  April  28,  1865. 
Sir:  Lieutenant-General  Grant  telegraphs  to  the  War  Department, 
under  date  of  the  26th  instant,  from  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  that  Jeff  Davis, 
with  his  cabinet,  passed  into  South  Carolina  with  the  intention,  no 
doubt,  of  getting  out  of  the  country,  either  via  Cuba  or  across  the 
Mississippi.  All  the  vigilance  and  available  means  at  your  command 
should  be  brought  to  bear  to  prevent  the  escape  of  those  leaders  of 
the  rebellion. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  BTkdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  information  regarding  the  movements  of  the 
C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

Navy  Department,  April  28,  1865. 
Sir:  Information  has  been  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Tene- 
riffe  to  the  effect  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  left  that  place,  where 
she  obtained  a  supply  of  coal,  April  1,  at  6  p.  m.,  and  steamed  away 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


139 


rapidly  to  the  south.  Her  destination  is  believed  to  be  some  point  on 
our  coast,  and  every  precaution  should  be  taken  by  you  to  guard 
against  surprise  and  to  prevent  her  inflicting  serious  injury  should  she 
make  her  appearance  anywhere  within  the limits  of  your  command, 
and  the  best  means  in  your  power  used  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  Con¬ 
federate  vessels  in  the  Tombigbee  River  blockaded  by  vessels  of  his 
command. 

No.  83  ]  U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  three  of  the 
vessels  of  the  Mobile  detachment  of  this  squadron — the  gunboat 
Octorara,  Lieutenant-Commander  Low;  the  Sebago,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Harmony,  and  the  monitor  Winnebago,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Kirkland — are  now  in  the  river  Tombigbee,  blockading  the 
rebel  ironclad  Nashville  and  gunboat  Morgan,  with  some  blockade 
runners,  which  have  been  armed  by  the  rebels  and  recently  used  by 
them  as  picket  boats;  but  as  they  declined  an  action  before  the  sink¬ 
ing  of  the  Tuscaloosa  and  Huntsville,  and  when  their  fleet  was  concen¬ 
trated  and  entire  and  we  were  weakened  by  the  loss  of  two  monitors, 
I  fear  that  they  will  destroy  their  remaining  vessels  in  preference  to  a 
trial  of  strength  with  us. 

The  last  reliable  information  from  these  rebel  vessels  is,  that  they 
have  passed  up  the  Tombigbee  above  Demopolis,  and  they  must  soon 
fall  into  our  hands  or  destroy  themselves. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Bienville,  announcing  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Philadelphia  for 
repairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  April  13,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  under  my 
command  at  this  port  from  New  Orleans  via  Mobile  Bay  and  Pensa¬ 
cola,  having  left  the  latter  port  on  the  6th  instant. 

I  have  brought  the  Bienville  to  Philadelphia,  in  obedience  to  orders 
received  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  commanding 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  for  the  purpose  of  having  her  docked 
and  her  bottom  calked  and  recoppered. 
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The  hull  of  the  ship  needs  only  slight  repairs,  so  far  as  I  can 
ascertain. 

The  engine  and  boilers  are  believed  to  be  in  good  condition. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Department  the  propriety  of 
reducing  the  present  battery  of  this  ship,  as  1  consider  it  too  heavy  for 
her  frame  in  bad  weather. 

As  the  only  repairs  of  importance  required  are  those  upon  the  ship’s 
bottom,  it  will  not  therefore  be  necessary  to  remove  any  of  her  stores 
or  to  break  up  her  present  organization  in  case  the  Department  pro¬ 
poses  sending  her  to  sea  again. 

As  the  terms  of  service  of  nearly  all  the  present  crew  have  expired,  a 
new  crew  will  be  required  to  replace  them,  and  can  be  received  on 
board  at  once’,  or  immediately  after  the  ship  is  floated  off  the  dock. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  oj  Commander  LeRoy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Ossipee,  regarding  the  impaired  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

'  Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  IS,  1865. 

Admiral:  It  being  reported  you  purposed  ordering  this  ship  on  a 
cruise,  I  am  induced  to  address  you  upon  the  subject,  believing  you 
are  not  fully  informed  as  to  her  condition. 

This  ship  has  now  been  over  three  years  in  the  water.  The  copper 
put  upon  her  was  so  inferior  in  quality  that  before  leaving  Portsmouth 
(I  am  informed)  it  was  necessary  to  replace  one  or  two  of  the  upper 
strakes  with  new  copper.  Over  a  year  ago  she  is  reported  to  have 
struck  heavily  off  Velasco,  and  divers  who  examined  her  some  months 
since  report  considerable  copper  off  the  bottom  amidships  and  about 
the  bows.  They  also  brought  up  a  small  piece  of  wood  badly  honey¬ 
combed,  also  a  worm  in  the  wood,  showing  those  animals  were  busy 
working  upon  her.  Since  the  fight  in  Mobile  Bay  the  ship,  when  in 
clear  water,  has  averaged  a  leak  of  about  18  inches  during  a  watch  of 
four  hours.  When  the  survey  was  held  upon  the  hull  a  short  time 
since,  the  carpenter,  Mr.  Burcham,  told  me  he  considered  the  ship  to 
some  extent  unseaworthy,  a  number  of  her  knees,  etc.,  starting.  The 
last  few  months,  when  at  sea,  especially  on  my  last  cruise,  we  have 
been  compelled  to  stop  frequently  to  correct  trouble  with  our  engine, 
principally  the  after  crank-pin  "brasses,  the  crank  pin  being  badly 
cracked,  also  the  Kingston  outboard  blow  valve  being  gone.  The 
fresh-water  condenser  is  nearly  used  up,  having  had  to  plug  up  some 

oOO  tubes  already,  and  the  boiler  tubes  have  lately  commenced  savins- 
out.  &  to 

Generally,  the  ship  is  giving  evidence  of  requiring  extensive  over¬ 
hauling.  Owing  to  foul  bottom,  etc.,  we  can  no't  get  more  than  seven 
or  eight  knots  out  of  her  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  and 
to  do  our  best  it  requires  at  least  one-fourth  more  coal.  During  our 
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last  cruise  all  our  starboard  maintopniast  rigging  came  down  by  the 
run,  breaking  off  at  the  eyes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  E.  LeRoy, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  certain  vessels  from  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  April  lJj,  1865. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  dispatch  of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  Rear-Admiral  Porter  has  been  instructed  to  send  to  the  West 
Gulf  Squadron  the  tugs  Bignonia  and  Clematis  and  the  steamer  Fort 
Donelson. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Canby,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  surrender  of  Mobile  by  the 
civil  authorities. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  April  13,  1865. 

I  suppose  you  to  have  been  fully  informed  by  General  Granger  of 
our  movements  here  yesterday,  and  of  the  bloodless  surrender  of 
Mobile  by  the  civil  authorities.  I  am  now  clearing  the  obstructions  in 
the  ship  channel  to  the  city  on  the  west  side,  so  that  our  vessels  may 
be  enabled  to  pass  up  in  safety.  Shall  place  armed  vessels  in  front  of 
the  city  as  soon  as  practicable.  Monitors  and  Octorara  preparing  to 
come  down  the  Tensas. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Maj  or-General  Canby. 


Escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from  Red  River ,  April  23,  and 
her  destruction ,  April  2f  1865. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Glasgow, 

New  Orleans ,  April  2f  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  rebel  ram 
Webb  ran  the  blockade  of  the  Red  River  this  morning  and  passed 
this  citi^  at  a  high  rate  of  speed,  but  so  unexpected  was  her  appear¬ 
ance  that  she  received  only  two  shots  through  her  hull  in  passing. 

As  she  approached  the  city  she  was  flying  the  United  States  flag 
at  half-mast  and  was  mistaken  for  an  army  transport. 
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The  Hollyhock ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Gherardi;  the  Florida , 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Commander  Budd;  the  Quaker  City , 
Lieutenant-Commander  Spicer,  and  the  Ossipee ,  Commander  Le  Boy, 
were  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  the  ram,  the  Hollyhock  far  ahead,  and 
when  about  25  miles  below  the  city  she  encountered  the  Richmond , 
Captain  Theo.  P.  Greene,  coming  up.  The  ram  then  headed  into  the 
left  bank  of  the  river,  ran  on  shore,  and  was  set  on  fire  by  her  com¬ 
mander,  who  proved  to  be  Edward  G.  Beed  [Charles  W.  Bead!, 
formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

Her  crew  consisted  of  about  45  men,  and  her  cargo  was  cotton, 
rosin,  and  turpentine,  so  that  she  soon  blew  up,  the  crew  escaping 
to  the  swamps,  except  three,  two  of  whom  were  captured  and  are 
prisoners;  the  third  was  destroyed  with  the  vessel. 

Her  armament  consisted  of  3  guns. 

The  whole  party  will  probably  be  captured  by  troops  who  will 
forthwith  be  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  them. 

As  the  ram  passed  the  city  she  had  a  torpedo  suspended  from  a 
spar  from  her  bows. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


The  following  is  just  received,  8:30  a.  m. : 


U.  S.  S.  Ouachita, 
Donaldsonville,  La.,  April  2\,  1865. 

Sir:  This  morning  about  4  a  steamer  passed  here,  supposed  to  be  an  army 
towboat.  I  since  learn  it  was  the  W.  H.  Webb,  the  rebel  ram.  Will  vou  please 
telegraph  to  New  Orleans. 

Yours,  etc., 


Colonel  W.  O.  Fiske, 

Commanding  V.  S.  Forces,  Donaldsonville. 


W.  E.  Fitzhugh. 


Brigadier-General 

Headquarters 


W.  O.  Fiske, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Post. 

Sherman, 

Southern  Division ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Mudgett,  U.  S  Army 
regarding  the  movements  of  the  ram. 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  La .,  April  &£,  1865. 

A  telegraphic  dispatch  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ouachita ,  to  the 
effect  that  the  rebel  ram  Webb  is  coming  down  the  river  You  will 
look  out  for  her  and  destroy  her. 
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By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman: 

Wickham  Hoffman, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Colonel  William  S.  Mudgett], 

Commanding  Officer  District  of  Carrollton ,  [La.]. 

(Copies  to  commanding  officers  district  of  Bonnet  Carre  and  Fort 
Banks.) 


[Telegram.] 

Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans ,  April  24,  1865. 
(Received  by  Colonel  Fiske  between  9:30  and  10  a.  m.) 
Where  does  the  gunboat  Ouachita  lie?  Answer  immediately.  If 
you  think  there  is  any  truth  with  regard  to  the  ram,  cooperate  with 
the  gunboat  and  make  ready  to  destroy  her. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman: 

Wickham  Hoffman, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Commanding  Officer,  Donalds onville. 

Webb  supposed  to  have  passed  New  Orleans  about  1  p.  m. 


[Telegram.] 

Donaldsonville,  April  24,  1865. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 

The  Ouachita  has  been  lying  at  this  point.  She  is  now  on  her  way 
down  the  river.  Have  everything  ready  in  the  fort  in  case  the  ram 
returns  up  the  river.  The  telegraph  operator  reports  that  the  line 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  is  cut  below,  and  no  communication 
above. 

W.  O.  Fiske, 

Colonel ,  C ommanding  Post. 

Major  Wickham  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General ,  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  Zu.,  April  24,  1865. 
The  rebel  ram  Webb  was  met  by  our  gunboats  about  24  miles  below 
this  city.  She  ran  ashore  and  was  blown  up  . 

Wickham  Hoffman, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Donaldsonville. 

(Copies  to  commanding  officers  Camp  Parapet,  Bonnet  Carre,  and 
Fort  Jackson.)  , 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans ,  April  24,  1865. 

Information  is  received  that  a  rebel  ram  passed  Donaldsonville. 
If  the  report  has  foundation  it  must  be  their  intention  to  run  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  You  will  be  in  readiness  for  any  movement  of 
that  kind  if  it  should  occur. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 
[Major  A.  J.  Fitzwater,  U.  S.  Army], 

Commanding  Officer  Forts  St.  Philip  and  Jackson. 


letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TL  S.  Army,  to  Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  referring  to  lack  of  guns  hearing  upon  the  river. 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  April  24,  1865, 

The  telegram  from  Donaldsonville  received  this  morning  seems 
partially  confirmed  by  the  subsequent  one  carrying  intelligence  that 
the  telegraph  wire  was  cut  at  Orange  Grove  (short  distance  below 
Donaldsonville)  by  a  boat’s  crew  from  a  gunboat  this  morning. 
There  may  be  some  probability,  therefore,  that  the  enemy  have 
planned  a  method  of  destroying  our  shipping  or  of  getting  their  gun¬ 
boat  to  the  sea.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  we  have  no 
guns  at  any  point  bearing  upon  the  river  except  at  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip,  they  having  all  been  removed  last  spring  in  obedience 
to  orders  from  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 

B rigadier-  General ,  C ommanding. 

Admiral  Thatcher,  or 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  New  Orleans. 


letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks, 
11.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  preparation  of  guns  for  immediate  service. 

U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  148  Canal  Street ,  New  Orleans ,  La.,  April  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  12 : 20  p.  m.  this  day  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  ordered  Captain  George  F.  Emmons, 
senior  naval  officer  afloat  here,  to  prepare  every  available  gun  in  the 
fleet  now  here  for  immediate  service  and  to  bring  them  to  bear  on 
that  point  of  the  river  by  which  a  vessel  coming  down  the  river  can 
reach  this  port.  I  have  none  but  wooden  vessels  here  and  such  as 
come  to  port  for  repairs,  except  the  steam  sloop  Richmond,  Captain 
[T.  P.]  Greene,  now  bound  up  river  from  Mobile  Bay,  with  a  battery 
of  twenty-two  X-inch  guns.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  batteries 
in  the  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana  have  been  ordered  to  be  placed 
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in  position  to  bear  on  the  river  and  the  naval  force  now  in  this  port 
will  do  their  best  to  cooperate  with  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

,  r  .  ^  Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf ,  New  Orleans. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  La .,  April  21h  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Sherman  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is 
reported  that  a  rebel  ram  is  coming  down  the  river  and  that  she 
passed  Donaldsonville  this  morning  at  4  o’clock.  It  may  be  that  she 
will  try  to  run  into  the  Gulf.  Be  prepared,  therefore,  to  sink  her 
with  your  15-inch  guns  and  100-pounder  Parrotts.  The  general 
desires  that  you  will  make  the  whole  of  your  armament  as  useful  as 
possible.  Acknowledge  receipt. 

P.  J.  Maloney, 

First  Lieutenant ,  Aid-de-Camp ,  and 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Commanding  Officer  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip, 

Fort  Saint  Philip ,  La. 


Order  of  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Forts 

Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans ,  April  1865. 

Have  you  received  any  orders  about  preparing  for  the  rebel 
steamer  said  to  be  coming  down  the  river  with  the  intention  of  escap¬ 
ing  to  the  Gulf?  Report  at  once  your  preparations. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Banks: 

J.  Schuyler  Crosby, 

Brevet ■  Lieutenant-  C olonel, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Major  Andrew  J.  Fitzwater,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Officer  Forts  J ackson  and  Saint  Philip ,  La. 


[Telegram.] 

Bonnet  Carre,  April  1865. 

(Received  4: 10  p.  m.) 

The  rebel  ram  Webh  passed  here  about  9  a.  m.  She  cut  our  wires 
about  thirteen  miles  above. 

Chas.  Everett,  Colonel. 

Lieutenant  Maloney, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  April  21/.,  1865. 

The  rebel  ram  has  passed  the  parapet  with  the  Union  flag  at  half- 
mast.  Be  prepared  for  her.  Acknowledge  receipt. 

Wickham  Hoffman, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Commanding  Officer  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philif, 

Fort  J ackson ,  La. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  April  24,  1865. 

(Via  Quarantine.) 

The  ram  1 V ebb  is  a  small  vessel,  one  smokestack,  two  upright  walk¬ 
ing  beams,  and  a  small  foremast.  Has  cotton  on  board.  Acknowl¬ 
edge  receipt. 

Wickham  Hoffman, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Fort  Jackson. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  April  24,  1865. 
Notify  the  commanding  officer  at  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip 
immediately  that  the  rebel  ram  passed  New  Orleans  at  1  p.  m.  Send 
the  information  by  the  shortest  possible  means.  Acknowledge  receipt. 

Wickham  Hoffman, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Telegraph  Operator,  Quarantine. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Ship  Island,  giving  description  of  the  ram. 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  April  24,  1865. 

Sir:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  notify  you 
that  the  rebel  ram  Webb  passed  New  Orleans  this  day  at  1  p.  m.  on 
her  way  down  the  river.  The  forts  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  have 
been  notified,  and  it  is  hoped  that  she  may  be  stopped.  She  is  a 
small  vessel,  painted  white,  one  smokestack,  two  upright  engines,  and 
one  small  foremast. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wickham  Hoffman, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Colonel  Ernest  W.  Holmstedt], 

Commanding  Officer ,  Ship  Island. 
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Order  of  Major-General  Canby,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  Smith,  U.  S. 
Army,  urging  vigilance  in  Mobile  Bay,  in  view  of  the  possible  entrance  of 
the  ram. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  La .,  April  24,  1865 — 12  :  30  p.  m. 
Sir:  The  rebel  ram  11 7 ebb  has  just  passed  down  the  river.  She 
deceived  the  gunboats  by  displaying  the  Union  flag  at  half-mast.  I 
think  she  will  make  for  Havana,  but  have  everything  in  readiness 
for  her  if  she  should  attempt  to  come  into  Mobile  Bay. 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 
Brigadier-General  T.  Kilby  Smith, 

Commanding  District  of  South  Alabama ,  Fort  Gaines. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Canby, 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  destruction  of  the  ram. 

Naval  Headquarters,  [April  24-,  1865]. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  ram  Webb,  when 
about  25  miles  below  here,  at  a  place  called  McCall’s  Point,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river,  [was]  chased  by  the  Hollyhock  and 
headed  off  by  the  Richmond.  She  had  250  bales  of  cotton  and  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  turpentine  and  rosin,  and  was  commanded  by  C.  W.  Read, 
formerly  of  the  United  States  Navy.  All  escaped  to  the  brush  except 
two,  now  prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  Lackawanna.  She  had  three 
guns,  and  was  trying  to  run  the  blockade.  Further  particulars  will 
be  obtained  from  the  prisoners.  A  few  men  of  the  infantry  would 
soon  take  every  man.  Forty-five  were  on  board  all  told.  They  ran 
her  up  high  and  dry.  At  4 :  30  she  blew  up. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby. 

P.  S. — She  had  three  guns  and  was  struck  twice  by  our  guns  in 
passing  the  city  [New  Orleans].  Meeting  the  Richmond  alone  caused 
her  destruction. 


Report  of  Colonel  Everett,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  causes  of  delay  in  telegraphic 

communication. 

Bonnet  Carre,  April  24,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  I  reported  this  morning  the  passing  of  the  Webb 
about  9  a.  m.  One  of  our  men  saw  them  cut  the  wires  about  13  miles 
above  this  point.  He  reported  to  Lieutenant  Enos,  who  immediately 
galloped  down  and  arrived  here  a  few  minutes  after  the  Webb  had 
passed.  You  would  have  been  notified  immediately,  but  the  operator, 
L.  C.  Hebard,  had  left  his  post  contrary  to  orders.  Diligent  search 
was  made.  He  was  finally  discovered  in  a  coffee  house.  The  ram  had 
in  the  meantime  landed  about  6  miles  below  and  cut  the  wires. 
Lieutenant  Enos  took  a  fresh  horse  and  started  for  the  city  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  head  off  the  ram.  He  deserves  credit  for  his  energy  and 
perseverance.  I  sent  the  operator  in  an  ambulance,  with  men  and 


148 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


wire,  to  repair  the  line.  He  also  took  his  instrument,  with  orders  to 
connect  and  transmit  my  dispatch.  This  he  failed  to  do  and  did  not 
send  it  forward  until  he  had  returned  to  camp  in  a  partially  intoxi¬ 
cated  state.  The  party  had  to  go  12  miles  from  here  to  repair  another 
break.  This  man  Hebard  is  a  worthless  drunkard.  I  recommend 
..  his  immediate  discharge.  This  is  not  his  first  offense.  I  have  sent  a 
party  up  the  river  with  about  half  a  mile  of  wire  to  repair  the  breaks 
above.  About  100  to  150  }^ards  of  wire  were  carried  away  at  each 
place  and  many  posts  cut  down.  The  rebels  had  our  uniforms  on 
and  informed  the  men  who  saw  them  cut  the  wire  that  New  Orleans 
had  been  taken  by  the  rebels  from  Mobile,  etc.  I  should  be  pleased 
to  receive  from  you  a  detailed  account  of  the  progress  of  the  Webb, 
as  I  am  not  likely  to  get  a  true  account  from  the  papers.  I  hope  a 
new  operator  will  be  sent  here  soon,  as  I  am  obliged  to  keep  this  one 
under  guard  in  his  own  office  and  work  him  drunk  or  sober. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Everett, 

Colonel ,  Special  Inspector ,  Bonnet  Carre. 

Lieutenant  Maloney, 

Actg.  Assistant  Adjt.  Gen.,  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana. 

P.  S. — I  respectfully  recommend  that  a  telegraph  station  may  be 
established  at  Gaines  Landing,  about  18  miles  above  this  point. 

C.  E. 

[Endorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

April  27,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  department  headquarters  in  reference 
to  the  operator  at  Bonnet  Carre.  The  telegraphic  operations  of  the 
24th,  on  hearing  of  the  ram  Webb  coming  down  the  river,  require,  in 
my  opinion,  some  action  to  insure  prompter  telegraphic  transmission 
hereafter. 

T.  W.  Sherman, 

B rigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  regard¬ 
ing  the  running  ashore  of  the  ram. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  April  24,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  upon  notice  being  given 
of  the  rebel  ram  Webb  being  reported  coming  down  the  river?  I  had 
the  battery  of  the  ship  examined  and  freshly  loaded,  the  pivot  guns 
pivoted  on  the  port  side  and  trained,  making  a  battery  of  seven  gims. 
A.  lookout  aloft  gave  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  Webb,  and  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  Lackawanna  fired  and  my  guns  could  bear,  I  fired 
three  guns  not  going  off.  The  fires  had  been  started  in  the  meantime* 
and  so  soon  as  I  had  steam,  in  obedience  to  orders,  we  proceeded 
down  the  river  in  pursuit.  Before  getting  down  to  English  Turn  I 
was  informed  by  returning  vessels  that  the  enemy  had  run  the  Webb 
ashore  and  burned  her,  the  Richmond  from  below  intercepting  her. 

One  or  more  shot  from  this  ship,  one  from  the  Lackawanna ,  and 
one  from  the  Pembina ,  it  was  thought,  struck  the  Webb  as  she  passed 
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down.  The  IT  ebb  as  she  passed  flew  the  American  ensign  at  half- 
mast,  but  after  passing  hauled  it  down  and  hoisted  the  rebel  flag. 
The  Webb  had  a  torpedo  projecting  from  her  bow  as  she  passed. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  E.  Le  Rot, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer,  New  Orleans ,  U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna. 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  regard¬ 
ing  the  number  of  guns  fired  from  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Mississippi  River ,  April  21/.,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  am  informed  that  Lieutenant  Johnson  reported  to  you 
that  this  ship  fired  but  two  guns  when  the  rebel  ram  Webb  passed 
New  Orleans.  Lieutenant  Johnstone  should  have  possessed  himself  of 
facts  before  making  a  broad  assertion  that  tended  to  reflect  upon  a 
vessel  of  your  squadron.  Seven  guns,  all  that  could  be  used  on 
the  port  side,  were  brought  to  bear;  four  were  fired,  the  remaining 
three  not  going  off,  although  all  the  guns  were  freshly  loaded  so  soon 
as  it  was  reported  the  Webb  was  coming  down,  and  we  were  in  readi¬ 
ness  long  before,  a  lookout  giving  us  notice  when  she  bore  in  sight. 
It  is  the  impression  on  board  of  this  ship  that  one,  if  not  more,  of  our 
shot  struck,  and  that  one  from  the  Lackawanna  and  one  from  the 
Pembina.  So  soon  as  the  ship  was  ready  to  move  I  started  down  the 
river,  until  receiving  the  intelligence  of  the  destruction  of  the  Webb, 
when  I  turned  about. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  W est  Gulf  Squadron.  New  Orleans ,  La. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  April  2Jt,  1865. 

The  rebel  ram  Webb  has  just  been  destroyed  about  twenty-five 
miles  below  New  Orleans,  her  crew  taking  to  the  swamps.  The  gen¬ 
eral  directs  that  you  strengthen  your  pickets  from  Battery  Bien- 
venue,  so  if  they  make  their  way  through  to  Lake  Borgne  you  may 
arrest  them.  You  will  also  put  out  additional  pickets. 

W.  D.  Smith, 

Lieutenant-C olonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General. 

Commanding  Officer  Fort  Macomb. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  April  24,  1865. 

Captain  :  The  rebel  ram  T V  ebb  has  been  destroyed.  Her  crew  has 
taken  to  the  woods.  They  may  attempt  to  come  into  the  city  through 
your  lines.  Extend  your  pickets  to  the  swamp  and  capture  them  if 
possible. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

Wickham  Hoffman, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  Bicker, 

Seventy -seventh  TJ .  S.  Colored  Infantry. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Jackson,  April  24,  1865. 

Received  dispatch  saying  ram  1 V ebb  was  destroyed.  Shall  I 
dismiss  to  quarters? 

A.  J.  Fitzwater,  • 

Major ,  Commanding. 

Major  Wickham  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Endorsement.] 

Received  at  8  : 15,  and  answer,  “  Yes.” 

W.  D.  Smith, 
Lieutenant- C  olonel. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Slattery,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  pro  tern.  TJ.  S.  S. 

Vindicator,  at  mouth  of  Red  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Vindicator, 

Off  Red  River ,  April  24, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  report  that  last  night,  at  about  8  : 45,  while  this  ship 
was  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  opposite  the 
mouth  of  Red  River,  engaged  in  repairing  our  boilers,  I  was  informed 
by  the  officer  of  the  deck  that  Pilot  Wiley  Jones  desired  to  speak  with 
me.  He  pointed  to  a  line  of  smoke  which  appeared  to  be  coming 
from  some  distance  up  Red  River  toward  the  Mississippi  River.  The 
wind  at  the  time  was  light  from  the  west.  He  declared  it  to  be  caused 
by  the  endeavor  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  ram  Webb  to  escape 
from  Red  River.  Having  confidence  in  his  suspicion  and  judgment, 
I  gave  successive  orders  for  the  hammocks  to  be  piped  up,  the  chain 
unshackled  and  buoyed  ready  for  slipping  at  a  moment’s  notice,  the 
ship  cleared  for  action,  and  the  gig  called  away,  in  which  I  directed 
the  surgeon  and  paymaster  to  go  down  to  your  ship,  and  with  my 
compliments  state  to  you  what  I  had  learned,  and  ask  you  if  I  had 
not  better  get  underway,  and  stand  over  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
so  as  to  be  ready  to  engage  the  ram  should  she  make  her  appearance. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADKON. 


151 


The  boat  had  scarcely  left  my  vessel  when  the  U.  S.  steamer  Man¬ 
hattan,  which  was  lying  in  the  mouth  of  the  river,  fired  what  sounded 
like  a  small  howitzer,  and  immediately  commenced  using  Coston’s 
signals,  the  meaning  of  which  my  signal  officer,  Ensign  S.  O.  Lovell, 
failed  to  understand.  They  were  equally  as  unintelligible  to  me. 
About  this  time  the  staff  officers  whom  I  had  sent  to  report  to  you 
returned  with  orders  to  me  to  remain  at  anchor  until  ordered  to  move, 
and  notifying  me  that  you  would  get  underwTay  in  chase.  Our  ship 
remained  cleared  for  action,  with  the  guns’  crews  at  their  quarters, 
and  about  half  past  10  o’clock  the  U.  S.  steamer  Gazelle  was  seen 
approaching.  Anticipating  her  mission,  our  cable  was  slipped  and 
wheels  revolved,  and  before  the  Gazelle  had  fairly  finished  delivering 
your  order  for  the  Vindicator  to  proceed  downstream  in  chase  of  the 
Webb,  this  ship  was  steaming  into  the  channel  and  received  the  last 
of  the  order  as  she  was  about  headed  downstream.  I  am  thus  minute 
about  these  matters  in  order  to  show  you  the  magnificent  discipline 
existing  on  board  this  ship.  After  getting  underway,  the  charges  of 
the  guns  that  were  loaded  wdth  grape  and  canister  were  withdrawn 
and  reloaded  with  solid  shot.  It  was  suggested  by  one  of  the  officers, 
some  of  whom  had  congregated  on  the  spar  -deck,  that  the  Webb 
would  doubtless  stop  to  cut  the  telegraph  wires,  and  for  that  purpose 
would  run  alongside  the  bank.  The  officers  of  divisions,  therefore, 
were  ordered  to  man  both  sides,  and  have  their  crews  lie  on  the  deck 
beside  their  guns  and  watch  intently  but  of  the  portholes.  The  chief 
engineer  was  called  on  for  information  as  to  the  amount  of  steam  he 
was  carrying.  He  reported  70  to  80  pounds,  and  in  reply  to  my  ques¬ 
tion  if  he  considered  that  the  maximum  amount  we  should  carry, 
replied,  “  My  department  is  laboring  under  serious  and  dangerous 
conditions ;  the  bottom  is  almost  entirely  out  of  one  battery  of  boil¬ 
ers,  and  the  flue  heads  of  the  battery  we  are  running  under  are  leak¬ 
ing,  and  I  therefore  believe  that  I  have  all  the  steam  such  conditions 
will  safely  admit  of.”  After  some  further  conversation,  I  instructed 
him  to  keep  the  gauge  at  not  less  than  90  pounds,  and  that  I  would  be 
officially  responsible  for  any  disastrous  results  which  might  occur. 
Please  find  his  report  enclosed.  About  2:30  a.  m.,  when  almost 
abreast  of  Bayou  Sara,  we  met  your  ship,  and,  after  the  usual  ex¬ 
change  of  night  lights,  you  blew  fire  whistles  for  communication.  As 
there  were  other  vessels  there,  I  paid  no  attention  to  the  signal,  but 
continued  on  downstream.  Again  this  same  signal  was  given,  but  this 
ship  still  continued  on  her  course.  The  Coston  signal  for  communica¬ 
tion  was  then  made  when  we  rounded  to  and  spoke  your  ship.  In 
answer  to- our  hail,  the  question  came,  “  Did  you  not  hear  our  signals 
for  communication  ?  ”  I  replied,  “  Yes,  sir ;  but  having  received  your 
order  to  chase  the  Webb ,  I  was  intent  on  that  business  and  judged  that 
your  signals  might  have  been  for  the  other  vessels  present,  but  which 
were  not  in  the  chase,  as  I  was.”  I  was  then  ordered  to  proceed  on 
up  the  river  to  my  anchorage.  I  asked,  “  Was  it  not  the  Webb  that 
passed  out  of  Red  River?  ”  The  order  came  again,  “  Proceed  on  up 
the  river  to  your  anchorage.”  I  then  asked  if  Commodore  Foster 
was  on  deck,  when  a  voice  replied  in  very  peremptory  tones,  “  Captain 
Foster  orders  that  you  proceed  on  up  the  river  to.  your  station,  sir.” 
At  this  I  could  not  help  uttering  the  indignant  rejoinder,  “  It  would 
cost  you  nothing  to  return  a  civil  answer  to  my  enquiry.”  I  now  beg 
to  apologize  for  my  hasty  words,  but  in  doing  so  I  must  candidly 
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state  that  I  consider  the  provocation  very  great.  I  am  still  in  igno¬ 
rance  as  to  what  vessel  it  was  that  escaped  from  Red  River.  If  it 
shall  prove  to  be  the  Webb ,  this  ship’s  officers  and  crew  will  feel  very 
sore. 

I  have  only  to  state  that  last  night’s  events  showed  the  temper  and 
discipline  existing  on  this  ship.  Such  was  the  spirit  animating  every 
officer,  man,  and  boy  that  all  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  the 
rapid  and  intelligent  execution  of  each  order.  Their  action  in  this 
respect  causes  them  to  feel  all  the  more  keenly  the  snub  received  from 
the  quarter-deck  of  your  ship. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  P.  Slattery, 

Acting  Master ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  pro  tem. 

Lieut.  Commander  James  P.  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C ommanding  Fourth  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Allan  Pinkerton,  of  U.  S.  Special  Service. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

Office  of  the  Provost  Marshal-General, 

New  Orleans ,  April  % 5 ,  1865. 

Colonel:  On  the  24th  instant  the  rebel  ram  Webb  passed  New 
Orleans  under  rebel  colors,  and  was  pursued  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Hollyhock.  About  25  miles  below  the  city,  having  come  in  sight  of 
the  U.  S.  gunboat  Richmond ,  the  Webb  was  set  on  fire  by  her  officers 
and  then  run  ashore  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  ‘  The  officers 
and  crew  then  abandoned  her,  endeavoring  to  make  their  escape, 
fifteen  of  whom  afterward  surrendered  to  the  United  States  author¬ 
ities  as  prisoners  of  war  and  were  brought  under  guard  to  your  office. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  three  of  the  fifteen,  being  apparently  the 
most  intelligent,  viz,  George  Price,  pilot ;  John  C.  Osborne,  paymas¬ 
ter’s  steward,  and  J.  C.  Hines,  hospital  steward,  were  at  vour  request 
examined  by  me,  and  stated  that  the  rebel  ram  Webb  left" Shreveport, 
La.,  on  the  7th  instant,  going  down  Red  River,  her  destination  not 
being  known  to  any  of  the  crew,  all  information  on  this  point  being 
carefully  withheld  from  the  men.  About  fifteen  days  before  the  de” 
parture  of  the  Webb  from  Shreveport,  where  she  had  been  lying  in 
port  for  the  past  two  years,  her  officers  wTere  changed,  her  crew  only 
remaining.  At  that  time  Lieutenant-Commanding,  C.  W.  Read,  with 
Lieutenant  Wall  and  Passed  Midshipman  Scott,  took  command  of  the 
Webb ,  none  of  the  old  officers  remaining.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Webb 
at  Alexandria  she  loaded  with  cotton  and  took  on  a  large  supply  of 
fuel,  about  200  cords  of  wood,  mostly  pine  knots.  While  at  Alex¬ 
andria  they  first  heard  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  but 
none  of  the  crew  being  allowed  to  go  ashore  or  communicate  with  the 
citizens,  they  had  no  means  of  learning  how  that  intelligence  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  people,  nor  could  they  learn  the  strength  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  forces  and  fortifications  there.  No  passengers  got  on  at  Alex¬ 
andria,  nor  were  there  any  passengers  on  her  at  any  time.  Between 
Shreveport  and  Alexandria  there  are  two  Confederate  gunboats,  the 
Missouri  and  the  Merite ,  the  former  of  which  is  clad  with  T-iron  rails 
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with  an  armament  of  six  guns;  the  latter  is  a  common  steamboat, 
walled  up  with  thick  timber.  There  are  also  about  fifteen  trans¬ 
ports  on  Red  River  in  the  Confederate  Government  service  and  one, 
the  Twilight ,  on  the  Ouachita  River. 

On  Sunday,  23d  instant,  at  4:30  a.  m.,  the  Webb  left  Alexandria 
and  came  down  the  Red  River  about  15  miles,  where  she  stopped  and 
took  on  boiird  the  pilot,  George  Price,  who  says  that  he  belonged  to 
Captain  A  bite’s  steamboat  battalion,  stationed  at  Marksville,  La., 
and  had  received  an  order  to  join  the  1  Vebb  at  Alexandria,  and  on 
his  way  to  Alexandria  he  met  the  Webb  coming  down.  He  signaled 
to  her,  and  she  landed  and  took  him  on  board ;  that  his  services  had 
been  engaged  with  a  view  to  take  the  Webb  through  Atchafalaya 
Bayou  into  Berwick  Bay,  and  from  thence  into  the  Gulf,  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  these  waters,  but  when  he  came  on  board  the  Webb 
and  ascertained  that  she  drew  over  10  feet  of  water  he  informed  the 
officers  that  the  route  was  impracticable,  and  the  Webb  then  kept  on 
down  the  Red  River,  with  her  cargo  of  cotton  arranged  for  defense 
against  attack,  her  armament  being  two  12-pounder  howitzers  aft  and 
one  4-inch  rifle  forward  and  a  torpedo  projecting  from  the  bow,  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  long  pole.  In  her  magazine  were  three  boxes  of  shells  and 
three  100-pound  kegs  of  powder.  Sixty-eight  rations  were  issued  to 
officers  and  men.  Before  entering  the  Mississippi,  about  3  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  Red  River,  a  flatboat  laden  with  cotton  was  captured  by 
the  Webb ,  and  a  small  boat  with  officers  and  men  from  a  United  States 
gunboat,  being  near  by,  made  their  escape  up  a  bayou.  The  flatboat 
and  the  men  on  it  were  held  by  the  Webb  until  dark,  when  they  were 
turned  adrift.  This  was  done  in  order  to  prevent  the  men  from  cross¬ 
ing  over  by  land  and  giving  information  to  the  United  States  gun¬ 
boats.  At  8 :  30  p.  m.,  the  Webb ,  carrying  the  usual  signal  lights  used 
by  the  Federal  boats,  entered  the  Mississippi,  passing  the  United 
States  gunboats  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River,  and  when 
nearly  out  of  range  a  shell  was  fired  at  the  Webb ,  which  exploded 
about  400  yards  from  her,  and  she  thus  passed  all  the  United  States 
gunboats,  not  having  been  hailed  or  molested  by  any  of  them.  About 
every  10  or  15  miles  the  Webb  sent  a  party  ashore  to  cut  the  telegraph 
wires,  and  at  one  time  some  men  from  a  wood  pile  approached  them, 
when  the  officer  in  command  presented  a  musket  and  frightened  them 
away.  At  another  time,  near  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  when  an 
attempt  was  made  to  cut  the  wires,  a  party  of  colored  soldiers  who 
happened  to  be  near  prevented  the  design. 

About  10  miles  above  the  fortifications  of  New  Orleans  the  Webb 
hoisted  the  United  States  flag  at  half-mast  and  raised  steam  to  the 
highest  pressure,  so  that  she  was  running  25  miles  an  hour  while 
passing  the  city,  which  was  about  12  m.  (24th  instant) .  The  true  char¬ 
acter  of  the  Webb  having  been  made  known  to  the  United  States  gun¬ 
boats,  several  shots  were  fired  after  her,  three  of  which  struck  her, 
the  first  entering  her  bow  about  a  foot  above  the  water,  deranging 
the  fixtures  by  which  the  torpedo  was  attached  to  the  bow,  swinging 
it  around  and  under  the  Webb,  thereby  endangering  the  safety  of  the 
boat  so  that  she  was  stopped  and  the  torpedo  cut  loose.  This  did  not 
occupy  more  than  two  or  three  minutes.  The  second  shot  passed  the 
chimney,  severing  one  of  the  chains  by  which  it  was  supported  and 
wounding  a  man  slightly  by  a  flying  link  of  the  severed  chain.  The 
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third  shot  struck  a  bale  of  cotton  and  did  but  little  or  no  damage. 
As  soon  as  the  first  shot  was  fired  at  the  Webb  the  United  States  flag 
was  lowered  and  the  rebel  flag  raised  by  order  of  Captain  Read.  The 
Webb  was  then  followed  by  a  United  States  gunboat.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  officers  of  the  Webb  to  wait  until  after  dark  before 
attempting  to  pass  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip,  and  it  was  de¬ 
cided  by  them  that  they  would  turn  back  and  capture  the  pursuing 
gunboat,  which  would  occupy  their  time  until  dark,  but  unexpectedly 
coming  in  sight  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Richmond ,  the  order  was 
given  to  turn  the  boat  up  the  river,  and  after  some  deliberation  the 
II  ebb  was  set  on  fire  by  the  officers  and  crew  and  ran  ashore.  As  soon 
as  she  was  ashore  the  Richmond  and  the  pursuing  gunboat  commenced 
firing  on  her. 

After  the  officers  and  crew  had  got  safely  to  the  shore,  Captain 
Read  advised  them  to  separate,  as  they  would  be  less  liable  to  capture, 
and  acting  upon  this  suggestion  the  aforesaid  George  Price,  J.  C. 
Hines,  and  John  C.  Osborne,  together  with  twelve  others,  endeavored 
to  make  their  escape  through  the  country,  but  finding  it  difficult  to 
wade  the  Louisiana  swamps,  became  disgusted  with  the  enterprise 
and  concluded  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war  to  the  United 
States  authorities.  Lieutenant-Commanding  Read  is  about  25  years 
of  age,  5  feet  7  inches  high,  sandy  complexion,  slim  build,  light  hair, 
sandy  whiskers,  and  no  mustache.  Lieutenant  Wall  is  about  25  years 
of  age,  5  feet  7  inches  high,  light  complexion,  brown  hair,  clean 
shaved.  Smith,  Marsh,  and  Lewis  ivere  engineers;  Price  and  Lewis 
were  pilots ;  Blanc  was  master.  The  first  names  of  those  parties  were 
not  remembered.  J.  C.  Hines,  the  hospital  steward,  states  that  in 
one  of  the  Confederate  hospitals  at  Shreveport,  where  he  was  sta¬ 
tioned,  there  were  200  patients  and  that  sickness  prevailed  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  in  the  Confederate  Army.  The  statement  of  the 
aforesaid  three  prisoners  harmonized  upon  all  material  points,  and 
they  further  stated  that  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  as  far  as  they  had 
observed,  in  regard  to  the  rebellion  was  divided,  some  looking  upon 
the  Southern  Confederacy  as  a  failure  and  others  expressing-  a  wish  to 
continue  the  war. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

T  .  Allan  Pinkerton. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  H.  Wood, 

Provost-M arshal-General, 

Military  Div.  of  West  Miss.,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Assistant  Quartermaster 
Perkins,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  measures  for  the  capture  of  the  crew  of 
the  ram. 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  April  26, 1865. 

Captain  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  in¬ 
struct  the  captain  of  the  boat  Colonel  Chandler,  hence  for  Fort  Liv¬ 
ingston,  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  a  party  of  the  rebel  crew  of  the  ram 
Webb,  reported  to  have  passed  into  the  canal  on  their  way  to  the  Gulf 
near  F ort  Livingston.  A  guard  of  ten  men  from  the  Forty-sixth  U.  S.? 
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Colored  Infantry  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty  on  the  boat 
this  trip.  They  will  be  relieved  upon  their  return. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Wickham  Hoffman, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  F.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  proposed 
disposition  of  prisoners  from  the  ram. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  April  26,  1865. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  of  the  24th  instant,  numbered  78,  I  had  the 
honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  circumstances  attending  the 
running  of  the  Red  River  blockade  by  the  rebel  ram  W.  II.  W ebb, 
and  of  her  destruction  below  this  city. 

The  escaped  prisoners  were  followed  up  by  the  navy,  and  by  a 
detachment  of  the  army  stationed  near  this  city,  with  the  following 
results,  viz:  On  the  night  of  the  24th  instant  two  prisoners  were 
captured  near  the  spot  of  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  ram,  and  on  yes¬ 
terday  the  following  rebel  officers  surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war 
to  Acting  Master  Bowen  Allen,  who  had  been  sent  to  pursue  them 
through  the  swamps,  viz:  Charles  W.  Read  (her  late  captain), 
Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wall,  Master  S.  P.  Blanc,  Passed  Midshipman 
H.  H.  Scott,  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  J.  Addison,  Pilot  James  West. 

I  have  directed  that  these  officers  and  two  of  the  crew,  captured 
on  the  24th  instant,  be  sent  north  as  prisoners  of  war  (the  remainder 
of  the  men  will  be  confined  on  board  one  of  our  vessels  here,  and  will 
be  sent  north  by  the  first  opportunity  unless  claimed  by  the, army 
to  whom  they  surrendered)  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  now  about  to  sail 
for  New  York,  and  delivered  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  William  Budd,  commanding  the  Florida,  to  the  custody  of 
the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  at  that  port,  or  such  persons  as 
he  shall  designate,  reporting  the  same  to  the  Department,  together 
with  a  correct  list  and  description  of  her  officers. 

The  crew  of  this  Confederate  vessel  will  undoubtedly  all  be  cap¬ 
tured,  as  those  now  at  large  are  still  believed  to  be  lurking  in  the 
swamps,  and  are  closely  pursued. 

The  engines  of  the  Webb,  as  well  as  her  chains,  anchors,  battery, 
etc.,  will  be  saved  in  good  order,  and  are  apparently  but  little  injured. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadfon. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  Livingston,  for  the  interception  of  the  escaping  crew  of  the  ram. 


Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  April  26,  1865. 

Sir  A  party  of  about  ten  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel  ram  Webb  has 
passed  into  the  canal  and  it  is  supposed  will  attempt  to  escape  into 
the  Gulf  near  Fort  Livingston.  You  will  make  every  effort  to  inter¬ 
cept  and  capture  them. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 


Wickham  Hoffman, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Captain  Albert  Loring,  U.  S.  Army], 

Commanding  Officer ,  Fort  Livingston. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Jackson,  April  26,  1865. 

(Received  9  a.  m.) 

Dispatch  saying  crew  rebel  ram  had  passed  into  canal  42  miles 
below  New  Orleans  received.  Have  sent  to  notify  Fort  Livingston. 

A.  J.  FlTZ WATER, 

Major,  Commanding. 

Major  Wickham  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  arrest  of  enlisted  men 

belonging  to  the  crew  of  the  ram. 

Headquarters  Southern  Division  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans ,  April  26,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  Capt.  G.  W.  Curry,  Tenth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  who  was  sent' with  a  squadron  of  cavalry  night 
before  last  to  apprehend  the  refugees  of  the  ram  Webb.  He  has 
succeeded  in  arresting  26  of  them,  who  I  have  ordered  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  commissary  of  prisoners,  they  being  all,  as  he  informs  me, 
enlisted  men.  He  has  been  directed  to  send  a  written  report  with 
the  descriptions  of  the  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Gulf. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida  for  the 
transportation  to  New  York  of  officers  of  the  ram. 

U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  Ijf8  Canal  street ,  New  Orleans ,  April  26,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  receive  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida ,  under 
your  command,  the  following  rebel  officers,  recently  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  ram  W.  H.  Webb ,  destroyed  by  fire  below  the  city,  and  deliver 
them  as  prisoners  of  war  to  the  custody  of  the  commandant  of  the 
navy  yard,  New  York,  or  to  such  persons  as  he  may  designate. 

You  will  take  such  measures  for  their  safe  keeping  as  your  pru¬ 
dence  may  suggest,  forwarding  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  on  your  arrival,  a  correct  list  and  description  of  these  pris¬ 
oners,  together  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  Commander  Wm.  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  /S'.  Florida ,  New  Orleans. 


[Enclosure.] 

Descriptive  list  of  prisoners,  officers  of  the  late  C.  S.  ram  W.  II.  Welth,  April 

25,  1865. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Where  born. 

State  of 
which  a 
citizen. 

Age. 

Charles  W.  Read . 

24 

Willia™  H.  Wall . 

First  lieutenant . ~ . . . 

Va . . 

26 

S.  P.  Blanc . 

Master . 

20 

W.  J.  Addison . 

Assistant  surgeon . 

D.  C  .. 

Md  . . 

26 

Va... 

Cal  .. 

21 

James  West . 

46 

Mo . 

23 

Henry  Heine . 

Wardroom  boy . 

New  Orleans. . 

15 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Mississippi  Squad¬ 
ron,  transmitting  reports  of  commanding  officers  of  blockading  vessels. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Tempest, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  6 ,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Webb,  a  small  rebel  vessel,  carrying  two  or  three  guns, 
217  bales  of  cotton,  and  50  barrels  of  rosin  or  turpentine,  ran  out  of 
Red  River  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  April,  and  without  doing  any 
damage  on  the  wTay  other  than  cutting  some  of  the  telegraph  wires, 
continued  down  the  river  until  intercepted  by  the  Richmond  the  next 
afternoon,  25  miles  below  New  Orleans,  when  she  was  run  ashore  and 
destroyed  by  those  on  board.  She  was  fired  at  as  she  came  out  of 
Red  River  by  the  Manhattan.  The  Lafayette  pursued  her  to  Bayou 
Sara,  and  the  Ouachita  followed  her  from  Donaldsonville  to  the  place 
of  her  destruction,  passing  New  Orleans  two  hours  after  the  Webb. 
The  Vindicator  was  undergoing  repairs  to  her  boilers  at  Red  River, 
and  had  she  been  in  order  the  Webb  would  not  have  escaped  so  far. 
There  was  a  partial  chase  by  other  vessels  which  it  was  not  desirable 
for  them  to  continue,  as  they  were  thereby  led  off  from  their  beats 
where  they  were  watching  for  Jeff.  Davis,  his  cabinet,  and  plunder. 
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The  darkness  of  the  night,  the  great  speed  of  the  Webb,  and  the  swift 
current  favored  her  escape  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  where  she  was 
seen  but  for  a  few  minutes.  The  numerous  transports  and  trading 
steamboats  constantly  passing  on  this  river,  many  of  the  latter  oper¬ 
ating  up  the  tributaries  (there  are  at  this  time  fourteen  of  them  up 
the  Yazoo  with  cotton  permits),  favored  her  escape  and  prevented 
her  timely  recognition  by  some  of  the  gunboats  of  the  two  lower 
divisions,  in  which  there  are  but  few  vessels,  as  they  are  not  needed 
on  that  part  of  the  river,  owing  to  the  number  of  army  posts  and 
pickets  below  Baton  Rouge. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Lull,  finding  that  the  river  telegrajih  line 
had  been  cut  below  Baton  Ronge,  sent  a  gunboat  to  Donaldsonville 
with  a  telegram  to  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans  announcing  the 
escape  of  the  Webb ,  which,  with  another  telegram  to  the  same  purport 
from  Lieutenant- Commander  Fitzhugh,  was  sent  by  the  inland  tele¬ 
graph  line  to  New  Orleans,  and  an  answer  received  before  10  a.  m. 
the  24th.  Ample  notice  was  thus  given  of  her  approach  and  the 
Webb  wras  fired  on  by  the  men-of-war  at  New  Orleans  as  she  passed. 

I  enclose  copies  of  the  following  reports,  etc.,  in  relation  to  this 
affair,  namely,  (1)  April  25,  Lieutenant-Commander  Fitzhugh;  (2) 
April  28,  Lieutenant-Commander  Grafton,  enclosing  reports  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Lull,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenants  Ely  and 
Wells,  and  Acting  Master  Adams  (A.  B.  C.  D.)  ;  (3)  May  4,  "Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Foster;  (4)  April  24,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Fitzhugh*  to  Colonel  Fiske;  (5)  Colonel  Fiske’s  telegram*  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  at  New  Orleans,  and  (6)  General  Sherman’s  reply,! 
all  dated  April  24. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  S.  Ouachita, 
DonaMsonville ,  La.,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  morning,  just  before  day¬ 
light,  a  white  army  tug  was  reported  coming  down  the  river,  and  some 
time  after  the  through  packet  Fashion.  On  boarding  the  latter  the 
officer  learned  that  the  rebel  ram  Webb  had  come  out  of  Red  River 
and  passed  down.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  information  was 
communicated  the  officer  supposed  the  Webb  had  surrendered  and 
was  on  her  way  to  New  Orleans  under  guard.  When  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  the  steamer  first  mentioned  was  the  Webb,  I  supposed  it 
was  a  river  boat  of  that  name.  On  learning  to  the  contrary,  I  sent 
a  dispatch  to  Colonel  W.  O.  Fiske,  commanding  this  post,  informing 
him  of  what  had  occurred  and  requesting  him  to  telegraph  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans,  which  he  did,  using  the  inland 
line  by  way  of  Thibodeaux,  and  receiving  an  answer  before  10  a.  m. 

This  vessel  was  lying  at  the  bank  repairing  her  guard  at  the  time 
and  I  was  necessarily  somewhat  delayed  in  getting  underway,  which 


*  See  p.  142. 


f  See  p.  143, 
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I  proceeded  to  do,  feeling  certain  that  if  the  1 V ebb  were  in  rebel 
hands  she  could  not  pass  New  Orleans,  and  would  probably  not  make 
the  attempt  before  night.  Shortly  after  getting  underway  I  was 
notified  that  the  Webb  had  landed  a  party  and  cut  the  telegraph  line 
m  one  or  more  places,  claiming  to  be  a  Federal  vessel,  and  carrying 
the  United  States  flag  at  half-mast.  ° 

Arriving  at  New  Orleans,  I  was  stopped  by  the  senior  naval  officer 
present,  who  authorized  me  to  proceed  down  after  the  Webb .  which 
was  two  hours  in  advance.  About  15  miles  below  the  city  I  learned 
that  the  Webb,  had  been  blown  up,  but  kept  on,  and  presently  saw 
the  Webb  in  flames  and  nearly  destroyed.  I  then  returned  to  this 
point. 

The  Alexandria  was  lying  this  side  of  College  Point,  and  the 
Argosy  at  Bonnet  Carre,  40  miles  below,  but  neither  of  them  sus¬ 
pected  the  character  of  the  Webb  till  some  time  after  she  had  passed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Fitzhugh, 

Lieu  tenant-  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  First  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Manhattan, 

Off  Red  River ,  April  38, 1865. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  vessel  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  instant. 
Enclosed  I  forward  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Lull  re¬ 
garding  the  running  of  the  blockade  by  the  rebel  steamer  Webb ,  out 
of  Red  River.  Reliable  information  has  been  received  that  the  Webb 
was  run  on  shore  and  destroyed  about  25  miles  below  New  Orleans. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  C.  Grafton, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding  Third  District 

Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[  Subenclosures.  ] 


U.  S.  S.  Tennessee, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River ,  April  38, 1865. 

Sir:  The  accompanying  reports  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
R.  B.  Ely,  temporarily  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Manhattan,  and  of 
Acting  Master  C.  W.  Adams,  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  in 
regard  to  the  escape  of  the  rebel  ram  Webb  from  Red  River  on  the 
night  of  the  23d  instant,  are  respectfully  forwarded. 

I  was  temporarily  absent  with  the  tug  Dahlia,  having  gone  to 
Morganza,  and  failing  there,  to  Baton  Rouge,  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  a  telegraphic  message  to  General  Hurlbut  for  the  purpose 
of  expediting  the  departure  of  dispatches  from  General  Grant  to 
the  rebel  general,  E.  Kirby  Smith,  which  dispatches  were  to  be  sent 
by  a  rebel  flag-of-truce  boat,  then  lying  at  this  point,  or,  rather, 
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permission  was  to  be  obtained  by  her  for  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
dispatches  to  proceed  to  Shreveport  with  them.  I  reached  Baton 
Rouge  at  about  1. 30  a.  m.  of  Monday,  proceeded  at  once  to  the 
telegraph  office,  but  the  operator  Avas  unable  to  get  a  response  from 
the  other  end.  I  went  to  a  hotel  to  await  an  answer,  and  in  about  one 
hour  afterwards  the  commanding  officer  of  the  tug  Hyacinth ,  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Bayou  Sara,  came  doAvn  and  reported  to  me  that  a  suspi¬ 
cious  vessel  had  passed  Bayou  Sara,  followed  some  distance  behind 
by  the  gunboat  Fort  IHndman.  The  suspicious  vessel  had  carried 
ordinary  lights  and  had  not  attracted  attention  until  the  arrival 
of  the  Fort  Hindman  in  chase,  when  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Choctaw  concluded  the  chase  was  the  1  Vebb.  She  had  passed  very 
rapidly,  so  much  so  that  the  Choctaw ,  lying  at  that  point,  deemed 
pursuit  entirely  useless,  and  the  Fort  Hindman  was  so  far  behind 
that  she  also  gave  up  the  chase.  On  receiving  this  report  I  immedi¬ 
ately  repaired  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  General  Price ,  and  there  learned 
that  a  vessel  bearing  the  description  of  the  Webb  had  passed  down, 
showing  an  ordinary  transport’s  lights,  but  having  no  suspicions  of 
AAffiat  she  was  the  officer  of  the  deck  had  not  reported  her  to  the 
commanding  officer. 

While  I  Avas  still  on  board  the  General  Price ,  an  army  transport 
arrived  with  a  dispatch  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster,  stating 
that  the  Webb  was  supposed  to  have  escaped.  I  proceeded  with  the 
army  officer  who  bore  the  message  to  the  headquarters  of  the  com¬ 
manding  general,  and  from  there  to  the  telegraph  officer  to  get  the 
message  to  New  Orleans  and  intermediate  points,  if  possible;  found 
that  no  communication  could  be  had,  and  concluded,  as  afterwards 
proved  to  be  true,  that  the  wires  had  been  cut.  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Wells,  of  the  General  Price ,  then  proposed  to  start  with 
his. vessel  to  send  the  messages  from  the  first  point  where  communi¬ 
cation  could  be  had,  and  also  to  overtake  the  Webb,  in  case  she 
had  stopped  at  any  point  below,  which  I  approved,  and  he  started 
at  once. 

I  enclose  a  letter  received  from  him,  shoAving  how  he  executed  his 
mission. 

I  believe  that  it  Avas  owing  to  his  dispatch,  sent  in  a  roundabout 
at  ay  from  Donaldsonville  to  New  Orleans,  that  the  vessels  at  that 
point  were  apprised  of  the  approach  of  the  Webb.  After  dispatch¬ 
ing  the  General  Price ,  I  returned  to  this  point  as  soon  as  possible, 
fearing  that  the  rebel  ironclad  Missouri  might  also  have  come  out  of 
Red  River. 

The  Webb  is  well  knoAvn  to  have  been  capable  of  enormous  speed 
for  short  distances,  probably  as  great  as  25  miles  an  hour  downstream, 
or  even  more,  and  I  conclude  from  the  reports  of  those  who  suav  her 
passing  various  points  that  she,  in  every  case  where  she  had  a  dan¬ 
gerous  point  to  pass,  ran  her  steam  up  to  a  high  pressure  for  the  spurt. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serArant, 

Edwd.  P.  Lull, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Comdg.  pro  tern 

3d  Div.  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edwd.  C.  Grafton, 

Commanding  Third  District  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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U.  S.  Monitor  Manhattan, 

Off  Red  River ,  April  26 ,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant,  this 
vessel  being  anchored  about  one-fourtli  of  a  mile  below  the  mouth 
of  Red  River  and  near  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  at  8:45 
a  dense  cloud  of  black  smoke  was  discovered  by  the  officer  of  the 
deck  (Acting  Ensign  C.  H.  Sinclair)  coming  out  of  the  mouth  of 
Red  River.  This  officer  at  once  beat  to  quarters.  In  one  minute 
from  the  time  the  gong  was  first  struck  the  crew  were  at  their  quar¬ 
ters,  the  port  chain  slipped,  hatches  closed,  shackle  off  the  starboard 
chain,  and  the  ship  ready  for  action.  The  smoke  was  now  seen  to  be 
that  of  a  vessel  coming  out  of  Red  River  and  within  500  yards  of 
this  ’vessel,  off  the  starboard  bow,  and  going  full  speed  down  the 
river.  I  fired  the  howitzer  to  bring  her  to,  and  at  once  ordered  the 
XV-inch  guns  to  be  trained  at  the  strange  vessel,  the  guns  at  the 
time  being  trained  on  the  port  beam.  The  turret  was  immediately 
revolved,  and  Xo.  1  gun  was  fired,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  brought  to 
bear,  at  the  stranger,  then  only  distinguishable  in  the  darkness  by 
the  black  smoke  off  our  starboard  quarter.  I  am  not  able  to  state 
whether  this  shot  took  effect  or  not. 

Knowing  that  it  would  be  useless  to  follow  so  swift  a  vessel  with 
the  Manhattan  and  believing  that  the  rebel  ironclad  Missouri  would 
soon  follow  the  strange  vessel,  which  I  believed  to  be  the  "11 7 ebb,  I 
thought  it  advisable  to  remain  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River  in  readiness 
to  attack  her. 

As  soon  as  the  XV-inch  gun  had  been  fired,  I  made,  by  Coston 
signals,  General  Signal  Xo.  570,  “  Strange  vessel  in  sight,  positively 
an  enemy.”  I  received  answer  from  the  Lafayette  Xo.  4  “Act  on 
your  discretion,”  and  immediately  afterwards  Xo.  83  “Are  you  in 
want  of  assistance?  ”  I  answered,  Xo.  75,  “  Yes.” 

I  then  threw  up  one  rocket  to  alarm  the  vessels  below,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  afterwards  I  fired  two  more  in  quick  succession.  In 
the  meantime  the  U.  S.  S.  Gazelle ,  which  vessel  had  been  lying  off 
Hog  Point,  La.,*  had  got  underway  and  was  coming  alongside.  As 
soon  as  she  was  within  hail,  I  told  her  commanding  officer  that  the 
Webb  had  run  down  the  river  and  ordered  him  to  report  the  fact 
at  once  to  Captain  Foster,  and  say  to  him  that  I  awaited  his  further 
orders.  As  soon  as  the  Gazelle  had  made  her  report,  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Lafayette ,  Vindicator ,  and  Lexington  got  underway  and 
stood  down  the  river.  The  U.  S.  steamers  Gazelle,  Samson ,  and 
Champion  were  ordered  by  Captain  Foster  to  anchor  near  me,  and 

I  was  ordered  to  remain  where  I  was  and  look  out  for  the  Missouri. 

Having  ordered  all  the  vessels  to  be  ready  for  instant  action,  at 

II  p.  m.  I  beat  the  retreat,  keeping  our  watch  at  their  quarters  for  the 
remainder  of  the  night.  Xothing  further,  however,  of  importance 
occurred. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  B.  Ely, 

Acting  Volunteer  TAeutenant ,  Commanding  Manhattan  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  P.  Lull, 

Commanding  Third  District ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


*  About  2  miles  below  mouth  of  Red  River. 
N  w  r — vol  22 - 11 
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U.  S.  S.  General  Price, 

Off  Bayou  Sara ,  Miss.  [Za.],  April  2 6 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Webb  cut  all  the 
wires  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  above  New  Orleans.  I  sent  your 
dispatches  from  Donaldsonville  by  the  way  of  Thibodeaux.  Ascer¬ 
taining  by  telegraph  that  the  Webb  had  not  passed  [New]  Orleans,  I 
kept  on  after  Captain  Fitzhugh,  who  was  down  river.  Twenty  miles 
above  [New]  Orleans  I  met  the  Argosy ,  bound  up,  Captain  Morong. 
commanding;  that  ship  informed  me  that  the  squadron  at  [Newr] 
Orleans  had  fired  into  the  Webb  as  she  passed,  but  she  went  by. 
Twenty-five  miles  below  [New]  Orleans  she  met  the  sloop  of  war 
Richmond ,  ready  to  receive  her,  and  after  receiving  one  broadside 
from  that  ship,  the  captain  of  the  Webb  ran  her  into  the  bank  and 
blew  her  up,  all  the  crew  escaping  except  three,  who  were  captured. 
I  send  this,  together  with  a  telegraphic  dispatch,  by  the  tug  from  this 
place,  which  leaves  in  a  few  minutes. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  It.  Wells, 

Acting  V olunteer  TAev tenant.  Commanding. 

Edward  P.  Lull, 

Lieutenant  Commander ,  V.  S.  Navy , 

Commanding  Third  Division. 


U.  S.  Ironclad  Tennessee, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  April  29, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

During  your  temporary  absence  in  the  tug  Dahlia  on  Sunday,  April 
23,  at  8 :  50  p.  m.,  it  was  reported  to  me  from  the  officer  of  the  deck, 
Acting  Ensign  Andrew  A.  Ward,  that  there  was  black  smoke  at  the 
mouth  of  Red  River.  I  immediately  went  on  deck  and  distinguished 
the  smoke  as  coming  from  some  vessel  that  was  proceeding  at  great 
rate  down  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  U.  S.  monitor  Manhattan ,  lying  near  the  mouth  of  Red  River, 
blew  two  whistles  for  the  strange  vessel  to  heave  to,  but  not  comply¬ 
ing,  the  Manhattan  fired  the  howitzer.  I  immediately  went  to  quar¬ 
ters,  finding  the  stranger  did  not  stop,  and  gave  orders  to  spread 
fires  and  stand  by  to- slip  our  cables.  We  were  all  ready  for  action 
inside  of  two  minutes,  but  as  we  were  lying  close  to  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  river,  we  could  not  bring  a  gun  to  bear  before  the  stranger  was 
out  of  our  reach.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  the  strange  vessel  was 
the  rebel  ram  Webb ,  and  as  we  were  not  equal  to  the  task  of  overtak¬ 
ing  her,  I  remained  at  my  station,  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  rebel  iron¬ 
clad  Missouri ,  thinking  she  might  come  out.  It  was  impossible  for  us 
to  discover  any  steamer  through  the  darkness,  as  the  stranger  wTas 
close  to  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  shielded  from  our  sight  by  the 
shade  of  the  trees.  The  course  of  the  stranger  could  only  be  followed 
by  the  dense  column  of  black  smoke  as  it  rose  above  the  trees. 

The  Manhattan  fired  a  XV-inch  at  the  stranger,  but  it  did  not  have 
the  desired  effect.  At  9 : 10  the  U.  S.  steamers  Lafayette  and  Vindi- 
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color  ~ passed  down  the  river  in  chase.  The  crew  slept  at  their  quar- 
ers  during  the  night.  Nothing  else  of  importance  occurred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Chas.  W.  Adams, 

Acting  Mas  tec  and,  Executive  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  P.  Lull, 

C ommanding  Third  Division  pro  tem. 


U.  S.  S.  Lafayette, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  4, 1865. 

Sir:  I  regret  very  much  to  inform  you  that  on  the  night  of  the  23d 
ultimo  the  rebel  steamer  Webb  came  out  of  the  mouth  of  Red  River 
passing  through  the  third,  second,  and  first  districts  of  the  Mississippi 
Squadron.  When  she  came  out  she  was  running  at  a  speed  of  25  or 
30  miles  an  hour.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  boats  placed  at  the  mouth 
of  Red  River  did  their  duty  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 

On  discovering  the  smoke  in  the  mouth  of  Red ‘River,  I  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  every  pound  of  steam  that  they  could  carry  to  be  got¬ 
ten  up  on  the  U.  S.  steamers  Lafayette  and  Lexington.  Both  vessels 
were  ready  for  action  in  thirty  seconds.  Immediately  on  the  signal 
being  made  I  got  underway  in  the  Lafayette  and  pursued  the  Webb 
as  far  as  Bayou  Sara,  a  distance  of  10  miles. 

On  my  arrival  at  Morganza  I  tried  to  telegraph  to  New  Orleans, 
but  the  wires  were  out  of  order  and  I  could  not.  I  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  river  as  far  as  the  Choctaw ,  and  there  learned  that 
Mr.  Muncy  had  sent  a  dispatch  to  Baton  Rouge  by  a  transport.  I  also 
sent  a  dispatch  by  tug  to  Captain  Lull,  who  was  at  Baton  Rouge,  tell¬ 
ing  him  to  telegraph  to  New  Orleans  immediately. 

Finding  it  useless  to  pursue  any  farther  I  returned  to  my  district. 
I  gave  orders  to  the  Tennessee  and  Manhattan  to  keep  a  strict  guard 
on  the  mouth  of  Red  River  to  prevent  any  other  vessel  attempting  to 
run  out. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Lieutenant-C  ommander,  U..S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  Fourth  Dist. 

Mississippi  River. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Crosby,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to 
guard  the  channel  off  Fort  Morgan  against  the  entrance  of  the  ram. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile ,  Ala.,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  The  rebel  ram  Webb  having  run  out  of  Red  River  and  passed 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  it  is  thought  she  may  possibly  make  for  this 
bay.  You  will,  therefore,  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  the  channel  off  Fort  Morgan,  taking  with  you  the  Chickasaw 
and  Itasca.  Should,  however,  the  Chickasaw  not  be  able  to  get  out, 
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you  will  take  in  her  stead  the  Genesee ,  and  cooperate  with  the  fort 
in  her  destruction.  Instruct  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Itasca  and. 
if  necessary,  the  Genesee  to  accompany  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore,  Commanding  First  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron- 

Commander  Peirce  Crosbt, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet ,  off  Mobile ,  Ala. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  contract  made 

for  the  wrecking  of  the  ram. 


U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  148  Canal  Street ,  New  Orleans ,  La.,  April  26, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  con¬ 
tracted  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  with  Mr.  Spencer  Field,  of  the 
diving  bell  boat  company  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  wrecking  of  the 
late  Confederate  steamer  William  II.  Webb,  the  wreck  of  which  is  a 
prize  to  the  Navy,  one-half  of  the  property  saved  to  the  Government 
and  the  other  half  to  the  salvors,  all  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  latter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Steamer  City  of  Cairo, 

Cairo ,  April  29, 1865,  6:30  p.  m. 

(Received  30th.) 

At  9  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant  the  rebel  ram  Webb 
ran  out  of  Red  River,  passing  all  our  gunboats  and  ironclads  at  the 
mouth ;  passed  down  the  Mississippi  at  great  speed.  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Foster,  on  gunboat  Lafayette ,  started  in  pursuit,  followed  by 
the  ram  Vindicator.  The  Webb  came  near  destroying  the  steamer 
Saratoga.  The  object  is  to  destroy  all  boats  south  of  Red  River  and 
then  escape  to  the  Gulf.  She  is  very  fast,  built  in  New  York,  and  is 
a  seagoing  vessel.  The  telegraph  was  destroyed  below  Baton  Rouge, 
so  that  she  would  arrive  at  New  Orleans  without  notification.  I  left 
Helena  on  the  morning  of  28th.  No  boat  from  New  Orleans  for  two 
days.  The  Sultana  was  last  boat.  I  will  be  in  St.  Louis  to-morrow 
evening. 


Major-General  John  Pore. 


A.  McD.  McCook, 

M  a]  or-  General. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  a  board  of  officers  for  a 
survey  of  premises  in  New  Orleans  injured  by  shots  fired  at  the  ram. 


U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  14S  Canal  Street,  New  Orleans ,  La.,  April  27, 1865. 

Gentlemen  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  survey  the 
premises  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  damaged  by  a 
10-inch  shot  from  the  Port  Royal  while  firing  at  the  rebel  ram  Webb 
on  the  24th  instant. 

You  will  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  dam¬ 
ages  sustained  and  report  to  me  in  duplicate. 

Very  respectfully, 


H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Captain  T.  P.  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Bancroft  Gherardi,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Fleet  Carpenter  Geo.  E.  Burcham,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  board  of  officers  of  a  survey  of  premises  in  New  Orleans  injured  by 

shots  fired  at  the  ram. 


U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

New  Orleans,  May  2, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  accompanying  order  we  have  surveyed  the 
premises  therein  mentioned  and  find  the  house  of  H.  Eckluanand 
injured  by  the  shot  fired  at  the  rebel  ram  Webb,  passing  through  the 
chimney  and  roof  and  out  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  building,  just 
under  the  eaves.  Fifty  dollars  would,  in  our  estimation,  repair  the 
damage  done.  The  house  of  John  Garity  was  injured  by  the  same 
shot,  which  entered  the  house  through  the  roof,  carrying  away  the 
main  beam  on  which  the  rafters  rest,  passing  through  a  partition  in 
the  room  below,  carrying  away  the  tester  of  a  bed,  and  passing  out 
through  the  side  of  the  house,  throwing  down  some  6  or  8  feet  of 
wall.  One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  would,  in  our  estimation,  repair 
the  damage  done  said  house. 

Very  respectfully, 

Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain. 

Bancroft  Gherardi, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Geo.  E.  Burcham, 
Carpenter,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  claims  for  damages  from  shots  fired  at  the  ram. 

Navy  Department,  June  2, 1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  Gth  ultimo 
(No.  99),  in  relation  to  the  damage  done  to  the  property  of  individ¬ 
uals  by  shots  fired  at  the  rebel  steamer  Webb. 

Claims  for  damages  so  caused  can  not  be  adjudicated  and  settled, 
either  by  the  commander  of  the  squadron  or  the  Department,  and  the 
claimants  must  apply  to  some  other  tribunal  or  to  Congress. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Commander 
Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  transportation  to  Philadelphia  prisoners  from  the 
ram. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

West  Gulf  Squadron ,  off  Mobile  Bay ,  Ala.,  May  18,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Bermuda,  under  your 
command,  the  following-named  prisoners  of  war  from  the  late  rebel 
ram  11  ebb,  and  convey  them  to  Philadelphia,  retaining  them  on  board 
until  you  receive  orders  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  them : 

A.  B.  Dubrock,  signal  operator;  J.  W.  Billups,  master’s  mate; 
L.  M.  Darr  [Duer  ?],  signal  operator;  Benj.  S.  Lewis,  master’s  mate; 
Geo.  R.  Marsh,  third  assistant  engineer;  Thos.  B.  Travers,  gunner; 
Wm.  Smith,  second  assistant  engineer;  Jos.  F.  Walters,  third  assist¬ 
ant  engineer;  Harry  S.  Lewis,  third  assistant  engineer;  John  Lewis, 
pilot ;  A.  P.  Ritchard,  carpenter  without  appointment ;  J.  B.  Hunter, 
second-class  fireman. 

Very  respectfully, 


Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  New  Orleans. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bermuda. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S,  Lackawanna,  Captain  George  F-  Emmons,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

April  21,  1865. — Off  New  Orleans,  La.  At  9  a.  m.  received  in¬ 
formation  of  a  rebel  ram  coming  down  the  river.  Cleared  away 
battery  and  loaded  with  solid  shot.  At  12 : 30  p.  m.  rebel  ram 
William  II.  Webb  came  down  the  river.  Opened  on  her  with  solid 
shot,  four  of  which  struck.  Ossipee,  Pembina,  and  Port  Royal  also 
opened  fire  on  her.  Hollyhock  and  Florida  went  in  pursuit.  At 
3:45  p.  m.  the  Ouachita  (tinclad),  of  Admiral  Lee’s  fleet,  came  down 
the  river,  reporting  the  William  II.  Webb  having  passed,  and  was 
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ordered  down  in  chase,  though  three  and  one-half  hours  astern  of 
her.  .  At  t  p.  m.  Hollyhock  and  Florida  returned,  announcing  the 
burning  and  destruction  of  the  William  IJ .  Webb. 

April  25. — Sent  men  aboard  Hollyhock  to  wreck  the  William  H. 
A'  ebb.  At  8  p.  m.  Hollyhock  returned  with  wrecking  party  and  six 
prisoners,  who  were  transferred  to  the  Richmond. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Richmond,  Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

April  22, 1865. — In  Mobile  Bay  and  to  sea. 

April  23. — Crossed  the  bar  at  South  West  Pass  and  stood  up  the 
Mississippi  River  and  anchored  above  Quarantine. 

>  April  24. — Anchored  to  repair  engine  at  12 : 30  p.  m.  At  2  p.  m. 
a  suspicious  looking  side-wheel  steamer,  with  no  colors,  came  in 
sight  around  a  point  on  our  starboard  bow.  Seeing  this  vessel, 
stranger,  put  back  behind  the  point  and  fired  three  guns.  Went  to 
general  quarters.  Strange  steamer  was  then  run  on  shore,  set  on 
fire,  and  abandoned.  Proved  to  be  the  rebel  ram  William  FI.  Webb. 
Steamer  Hollyhock  came  down  the  river;  spoke  us  and  informed  us 
that  the  Webb  ran  out  of  Red  River  last  night,  passing  through  our 
fleet  at  the  mouth  of  that  river  and  at  New  Orleans  without  injury. 
At  4:25  p.  m.  the  Webb  blew  up.  Picked  up  11  bales  of  floating 
cotton. 

April  25. — 8  to  midnight :  The  following  officers,  belonging  to  the 
rebel  ram  Webb,  were  brought  on  board  from  the  Lackawanna:  Lieu¬ 
tenant  C.  W.  Read,  commanding  ram ;  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wall,  Master 
S.  P.  Blanc,  Passed  Midshipman  H.  H.  Scott,  Assistant  Surgeon 
W.  J.  Addison,  Pilot  James  West. 

April  27. — Sent  rebel  prisoners  to  Florida  for  passage  North. 
Florida  stood  down  river. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  Budd, 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

April  24, 1865. — Off  New  Orleans,  La.  At  11 : 45  flagship  signaled 
for  the  fleet  to  be  at  quarters.  At  12  m.  a  steamer  passed  down  the 
river  and  was  fired  at  by  the  vessels  lying  upstream.  As  soon  as 
she  passed  us  she  hoisted  the  rebel  colors,  and  in  a  few  moments  was 
lost  to  sight  around  the  bend.  2:30  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  flagship,  slipped  port  chain  and  hove  up  starboard  anchor 
and  steamed  down  the  river  in  chase  of  the  Confederate  steamer 
William  H.  Webb.  At  4  p.  m.  met  the  U.  S.  S.  Hollyhock ,  who  re¬ 
ported  the  William  IF.  Webb  run  on  shore  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond , 
Saw  the  Webb  on  shore  and  on  fire.  Turned  around  and  steamed 
back  toward  New  Orleans.  At  4:30  p.  m.  saw  the  rebel  steamer 
William  H.  Webb  blow  up.  At  7:20  arrived  at  levee,  New  Orleans. 

April  25. — 9  p.  m.  Henry  Heine  and  Charles  Preston,  prisoners  of 
war,  were  received  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna. 

April  27. — 11  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  down  the  river. 

May  6. — Arrived  at  New  York  yard. 
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May  9.— At  2 :  30  p.  m.  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Read,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Wall,  Master  Blanc,  Surgeon  Addison,  and  Midshipman  Scott, 
officers  of  the  Confederate  steamer  William  H.  Webb  and  prisoners 
of  war,  to  the  military  authorities. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Read,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  William  H.  Webb. 

C.  S.  S.  Webb, 

Alexandria ,  Red  River ,  April  22,  1865. 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  given  me  by  you,  I  have 
reported,  together  with  the  officers  ordered  with  me,  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Jonathan  H.  Carter  for  duty  on  this  vessel.  Accord¬ 
ingly  1  took  command  of  this  ship,  relieving  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  J.  L.  Phillips  on  the  31st  ultimo.  On  assuming  command  I 
found  the  vessel  totally  unprepared  for  the  service  upon  which  I  was 
ordered  to  take  her,  without  a  single  gun  on  board,  little  or  no  crew, 
no  fuel,  and  no  small  arms,  save  a  few  cutlasses,  and  as  the  vessel  was 
some  eighty  miles  below  Shreveport  on  her  way  here,  I  was  obliged 
to  return  to  the  first-named  place,  where  I  expected  to  obtain  all  my 
.  wants  from  General  Kirby  Smith,  commanding  this  department.  I 
was  not  deceived  in  my  hopes  of  General  Smith’s  assistance,  that 
general  immediately  issuing  orders  for  every  facility  to  be  given  me 
toward  the  fitting  out  of  the  vessel. 

From  him  I  procured  one  30-pounder  Parrott  for  a  bow  pivot,  and 
two  small  iron  12-pounders,  that  may  serve  me  in  bringing  to  vessels, 
etc.  Carpenters  were  obtained  and  hastened  in  their  work,  as  the 
rapid  fall  in  this  river  made  me  apprehensive  of  serious  impediment 
to  the  future  execution  of  my  instructions.  On  returning  down  the 
river  I  filled  up  every  available  place  in  the  ship  with  wood,  not  find¬ 
ing  more  than  one  day’s  coal,  which,  together  with  the  wood,  will 
give  me  fuel  for  about  five  days.  I  have  likewise  taken  on  board 
190  bales  of  cotton,  which  serves  as  a  very  efficient  shield  to  the 
machinery,  backed,  as  it  is,  by  12  inches  of  pine  bulkhead,  entirely 
surrounding  the  engine  room.  The  great  amount  of  wood  I  have  been 

obliged  to  stow,  with  the  cotton,  causes  an  average  draft  of  9^  feet _ 

about  2  feet  more  than  when  light.  This  increase  in  depth  immerges 
the  buckets  on  the  wheel  so  much  as  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  lifting 
much  weight  in  the  passage  of  the  buckets  from  the  water  up,  thus 
impeding  the  progress  of  the  vessel  a  little,  which  could  be  o-0tten 
over  had  I  the  time  to  shift  the  buckets  a  few  inches  farther  up  the 
wheel  arms.  Accompanying  is  a  roll  of  the  officers  and  men  now  on 

b0a>rClv  Tk  regret  the  necessity  of  leaving  without  Lieutenants  Roby 
and  McDermett  and  Assistant  Paymaster  Yasser,  who  have  not  vet 
reported,  though  long  since  ordered. 

I  have  but  two  engineers  understanding  the  machinery  of  the  ves¬ 
sel,  and  two  young  third  assistants  whom  I  can  not  trust  alone  in  the 
engme  room  for  some  time  as  yet;  the  two  former  will  therefore  be 
obliged  to  remain  on  watch  whilst  going  out  and  whilst  the  double 
engines  are  unconnected,  it  not  being  advisable  to  work  them  con- 
ne?T7iC  when  there  exists  a  probabil ity  for  rapid  maneuverino- 

When  going  through  Mobile  I  applied  to  Flag-Officer  Farrand  for 
two  engineers,  there  then  being  several  on  no  important  duty,  but 
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that  officer  showed  so  little  disposition  to  grant  my  request  that  I  was 
obliged  to  proceed  without  them,  notwithstanding  that  Mr.  Frick, 
chief  engineer  of  station,  informed  me  that  those  for  whom  I  had 
applied  could  easily  be  spared.  Thus  apprised  of  my  condition,  you 
will  be  enabled  to  better  account  for  any  accident  that  may  result 
from  the  step  I  propose  taking  to-night,  starting  from  this  point 
down,  so  as  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Red  in  time  to  commence  the 
downward  passage  of  the  Mississippi  to-morrow  about  8  p.  m.*  Off 
the  mouth  of  the  Red  lies  the  Tennessee ,  Manhattan  (monitor),  and 
Lafayette ,  ironclads,  and  one  boiler-iron  plated  gunboat,  the  Gazelle. 
The  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Red  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  is  about  300  miles,  and  at  regular  distances  in  most  of  this 
length  there  are  one  or  two  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats.  To  be  the  first 
to  notify  these  of  my  approach  is  my  chief  aim;  toward  effecting  this 
I  have  arranged  with  General  Thomas  to  cut  the  wires  as  far  down 
as  Plaquemine  by  8  p.  m.  to-morrow.  I  shall  myself  cut  the  wires 
below  that  place,  and  shall  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  the 
forts  (Jackson  and  St.  Philip)  from  being  informed  of  my  move¬ 
ments,  as  these  formidable  fortifications  will  have  to  be  passed 
in  daylight.  As  I  will  have  to  stake  everything  upon  speed  and  time, 
I  will  not  attack  any  vessel  in  the  passage  unless  I  perceive  a  possi¬ 
bility  of  her  arresting  my  progress.  In  this  event  I  am  prepared 
with  five  torpedoes  (100  pounds),  one  of  which  I  hold  shipped  on 
its  pole  on  the  bows.  The  cipher  key  to  my  future  communications 
with  you  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Jonathan  Carter,  who  will  forward  the  same.  I  must  acknowledge 
the  readiness  with  which  Lieutenant  Commanding  Carter  has  an¬ 
swered  to  my  applications  for  assistance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Read, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Captain  Carter  had  in  view  sometime  since  the  movements  which 
I  now  propose  to  make.  He  had  the  torpedoes  completed,  and  the 
lumber  to  make  the  necessary  bulkheads  was  being  sawed.  These 
preparations  were  of  great  assistance  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Read, 

LAeutenant ,  Commanding. 

[Enclosure.] 

C.  S.  S.  Webb, 

Alexandria ,  Za.,  April  22,  1865. 

A  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  vessel : 

First  Lieutenant  Charles  W.  Read,  commanding;  First  Lieutenant 
W.  H.  Wall,  Master  S.  P.  Blanc,  Passed  Midshipman  II.  H.  Scott,  As¬ 
sistant  Surgeon  W.  J.  Addison,  Gunner  T.  B.  Travers ;  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mates  J.  W.  Billups,  B.  Lewis;  Acting  Boatswain  George  Hale, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer  William  Smith;  Third  Assistant  Engi¬ 
neers  George  Marsh,  II.  S.  Lewis,  Joseph  F.  Walters;  Pilots  John 
Lewis,  J.  W.  West;  Signal  Operators  L.  M.  Duer[?],  A.  Dubrock. 
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Grew. — William  Biggio,  Q.  M. ;  H.  Oliver,  Q.  M. ;  J.  Kelly,  Q.  M. ; 
J.  C.  Osborne,  S.  Stew. ;  Charles  Rook,  W.  R.  C. ;  W.  Taffe,  W.  R.  S. ; 
John  Cox,  S.  Stew.;  M.  Hyde,  mate;  W.  J.  Turner,  fireman;  J.  C. 
Hunter,  fireman ;  P.  McLaughlin,  fireman ;  J.  Brigham,  O.  S. ; 
S.  Sheffield,  O.  S. ;  B.  Murphy,  fireman;  J.  Berthard,  fireman;  E. 
Burnes,  C.  H. ;  J.  Keith,  O.  S. ;  J.  S.  McDonald,  C.  H. ;  W.  R.  Davis, 
Lds. ;  T.  C.  Rice,  Lds. ;  J.  H.  Jernigan,  Lds. ;  L.  Williams,  Lds. ;  G.  W. 
Rouse,  C.  H. ;  Charles  Preston,  Lds.;  J.  W.  Fletcher,  Lds. ;  N.  B. 
Harper,  Lds. ;  T.  J.  Thompson,  Lds. ;  L.  McQueen,  Lds. ; A.  H.  Thurs¬ 
ton,  Lds. ;  J.  N.  Cornelius,  C.  H. ;  J.  H.  Chambers,  Lds. ;  D.  A.  Mor¬ 
gan,  M.  at  A.;  W.  A.  Hancock,  C.  H. ;  J.  W.  Hall,  Lds.;  A.  Wise, 
Lds. ;  M.  Davis,  Lds. ;  Thomas  Moore,  Lds. ;  G.  H.  Davis,  Lds. ;  G.  B. 
Haitly,  Lds. ;  A.  P.  Haynes,  S.  S. ;  H.  Hines,  1st  C.  B. ;  G.  A.  Walker, 
Lds. ;  R.  W.  Moffitt,  Lds. ;  J.  M.  Taylor,  Lds. ;  J.  P.  Anderson,  Lds. ; 
B.  F.  McDaniel,  Lds. :  N.  B.  Riggins,  Lds. ;  G.  R.  McDaniel,  Lds. ; 
H.  O.  Dunham,  Lds. ;  J.  S.  Stewart,  Lds. ;  E.  Richards,  C.  M. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Carter,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of  the  ram 

from  Alexandria,  La. 

C.  S.  S.  Missouri, 
Alexandria ,  La .,  April  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  C.  S.  S.  Webb,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Read,  left  this  place  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  23d  instant 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  sea  via  New  Orleans.  I  have  since 
learned  that  she  succeeded  in  passing  New  Orleans,  but  24  miles  below 
that  place  she  met  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond.  The  Richmond  fired  a 
broadside  into  the  Webb ,  when  Lieutenant  Read  ran  the  latter  vessel 
into  the  left  bank,  set  her  on  fire,  and  succeeded  in  escaping,  with  all 
of  his  officers  and  crew  except  two  of  the  latter,  who  were  captured 
by  the  enemy.  The  vessel  was  a  total  loss.  No  further  information 
has  reached  me. 

The  Missouri  is  still  at  this  place,  but  as  the  military  authorities 
manifest  a  disposition  to  abandon  lower  Red  River  I  shall  be  com¬ 
pelled,  perhaps,  to  move  up  the  river.  It  is  my  present  intention 
to  select  some  point  abcv^e,  where  the  river  is  narrow,  and  wThere  the 
Missouri  will  be  much  more  formidable  than  she  is  at  this  place. 

The  surrender  of  General  Lee  has  produced  some  demoralization 
in  this  Department,  but  I  am  gratified  to  state  that  it  is  limited  to 
those  who  are  not  in  the  Army. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Carter, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Naval  Defenses, 

Western  Louisiana . 

Hon.  S.  R.  MalloRv, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Executive  Order  revoking  all  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Washington ,  April  2 9 ,  I860. 

Being  desirous  to  relieve  all  loyal  citizens  and  well-disposed  per¬ 
sons  residing  in  insurrectionary  States  from  unnecessary  commercial 
resti  ictions,  and  to  encourage  them  to  return  to  peaceful  pursuits :  it 
is  hereby  ordered : 

1.  That  all  restrictions  upon  internal,  domestic,  and  coastwise  com¬ 
mercial  intercourse  be  discontinued  in  such  parts  of  the  States  of 
Tennessee,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Flor¬ 
ida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  so  much  of  Louisiana  as  lies  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  as  shall  be  embraced  within  the  lines  of 
national  military  occupation,  excepting  only  such  restrictions  as  are 
imposed  by  acts  of  Congress  and  regulations  in  pursuance  thereof, 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  approved  by  the 
President ;  and  excepting,  also,  from  the  effect  of  this  order  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,  contraband  of  war,  to  wit: 

Arms,  ammunition,  all  articles  from  which  ammunition  is  manu¬ 
factured,  gray  uniforms  and  cloth,  locomotives,  cars,  railroad  iron, 
and  machinery  for  operating  railroads,  telegraph  wire,  insulators, 
and  instruments  for  operating  telegraphic  lines. 

2.  That  all  existing  military  and  naval  orders,  in  any  manner  re¬ 
stricting  internal,  domestic,  and  coastwise  commercial  intercourse 
and  trade  with  or  in  the  localities  above  named,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  revoked ;  and  that  no  military  or  naval  officer,  in  any  manner, 
interrupt  or  interfere  with  the  same,  or  with  any  boats  or  other 
vessels  engaged  therein,  under  proper  authority,  pursuant  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Andrew  Johnson. 

Officially  copied,  respectfully  furnished,  by  the  direction  of  the 
President,  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  his  infor¬ 
mation  and  guidance. 

W.  A.  Browning, 
Private  Secretary. 

Executive  Office,  May  i,  1865. 


List  of  vessels  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron ,  May  1 ,  1865. 


Name. 

No. 

guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

6 

Screw . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  S.  Norton  .. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

1 

. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  A.  G.  Bacon. . 
Actg.  Master  H.  Tibbits . 

Sunk  in  Blakely  River. 

Off  Mobile. 

Anderson,  W.  G . 

9 

Bark . 

6 

Screw . 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  D.  Cate . 

Coast  of  Texas. 

5 

. do . 

New  Orleans. 

7 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Jos.  S.  Skerrett. 

Do. 

6 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stannard.. 
Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whit¬ 
ing. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

East  Pass,  Pensacola  Bay. 

Bloomer . 

2 

Paddle  whl. 

1 

Brig . 

Actg.  Master  W.  M.  Stannard. 
Actg.  Ehsign  F.  Ellms . 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Mobile. 

3 

Screw . 

Carrabasset . 

6 

Stern  wheel. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Leonard . . 

Berwick  Bay. 

7 

Screw . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  Wilson . 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Charlotte . 

2 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  Whit¬ 
ing. 

East  Pass,  Pensacola  Bay. 

Chickasaw . 

4 

Ironclad.... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Geo.  H. Perkins. 

Mobile. 

4 

Screw . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Meade,  j  r . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Geo.  Brown _ 

New  Orleans. 

Cincinnati . 

13 

Ironclad. . . . 

Alabama  River. 

Cornubia . 

5 

Paddle  whl. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  A.  John¬ 
stone. 

Coast  of  Texas. 
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Name. 


No. 

guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Corypfieus  . . . 

Cowslip . 

Dinsmore,  A  . 

Elk . 

Estrella . . 

Fearnot . 

Fort  Gaines . . . 
Fort  Jackson.. 

Genesee . 

Gertrude . 

Glasgow . 

Glide . 

Grand  Gulf  . . . 
Hollyhock 

Ida.'. . 

Jasmine . 

J.  P.  Jackson. . 

Kanawha . 

Katahdin . 

Kennebec . 

Kickapoo . 

Kittatinny 

J.  C.  Kuhn _ 

Lackawanna. . 
Metacomet. . . . 
Meteor . 

Milwaukee  ... 

Narcissus . 

New  London.. 

Nyanza . 

Octorara . 

Oneida . 

Osage . 

Ossipee . 

Owasco . 

Pampero . 

Pembina . 

Penobscot  .... 

Penguin . 

Pink  . . 

Pinola . 

Pocahontas . . . 
Port  Royal.... 
Portsmouth . . . 

Potomac . 

Preston . 

Princess  Royal 
Quaker  City  . . 
Richmond  .... 

Rodolph . 

Rose . 

Sam  Houston  . 

Sciota . 

Sebago . 

Selma . 

Seminole . 

Stockdale . . 

Tallahatchie. . , 

Trefoil . . 

Tritonia . 

Vincennes . 

Virginia . 

Winnebago .... 

Wood,  M.  A _ 


3 

3 

4 
6 

5 

None 

Schooner . . 

Paddle  whl 

Screw . 

Stern  wheel 
Paddle  whl. 
Ship . 

Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  J.  H. 
Collins. 

Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Bacon _ 

Actg.Vol. Lieut.  M.  B. Crowell. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  Kirby _ 

Actg.  Master  G.  P.  Pomeroy. . . 
Actg.  Master  A.  Rich 

4 

11 

8 

Stern  wheel 
Paddle  whl. 
. do . 

Actg.  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton.. 
Capt.  B.  F.  Sands . 

8 

2 

6 

11 

Screw . 

Paddle  whl. 
Stern  wheel. 
Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Benj.C.  Dean. 

Actg.  Master  E.  Kemble . 

Actg.  Master  L.  S.  Fickett _ 

Com.  J.  Downes . 

3 

2 

Paddle  whl. 
Screw . 

Pilot  Benj.Tarbell . 

2 

. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton. . . 

6 

Paddle  whl. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  R.  Yates . 

4 

Screw . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  B.  Taylor _ 

3 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  H.  Greene  . . . 

5 

. do . 

8 

Ironclad.... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  M.  P.  Jones . 

6 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  J.  Blasdell . . . 

6 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  G.  F.  Wilkins. . . 

14 

Screw . 

Capt.  Geo.  F.  Emmons  . . . 

10 

Paddle  whl. 

Comdr.  P.  Crosby . 

6 

Stern  wheel. 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  B. 
DuBois. 

4 

Ironclad.... 

1 

Screw . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Harcourt _ 

5 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  Godfrey. . 

9 

Paddle  whl. 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut. C.  A.  Boutelle. 

10 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  W.  Low . 

12 

Screw . 

2 

Ironclad.... 

10 

Screw . 

Comdr.  Wm.  E.  LeRoy 

4 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  L. 

Ship _ _ 

W.  Pennington. 

6 

Actg.  Master  Oliver  Colburn.. 

6 

Screw . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  G.  Maxwell . 

4 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  E.  K.  Ben- 
ham. 

7 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.R.  Beers. 

3 

. do . 

4 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  Erben . 

6 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  R.  Wallace. . 

10 

Paddle  whl. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  Gherardi _ 

21 

Sloop . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  R.  Franklin. 

42 

Frigate . 

Comdr.  A.  Gibson . 

3 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  R. 
Wheeler. 

7 

. do . 

Comdr.  M.  B.Woolsev 

7 

Paddle  whl . 

Comdr.  Wm.  F.  Spicer . 

22 

Screw . 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene _ 

6 

Stern  wheel. 

2 

Screw . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  D.  Maddocks. 

1 

Schooner... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut,  and  Pilot 
M.  Freeman. 

4 

Screw . 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.Magune. 

9 

Paddle  whl. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony. 

4 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Felix  Mc- 
Curley. 

8 

Screw . 

Comdr.  A.  G.  Clary . 

6 

Stern  wheel . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Thos.  Ed¬ 
wards. 

6 

. do . 

Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin . . . 

2 

Screw . 

Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Wells.. 

3 

Paddle  whl. 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin. 

10 

Sloop . 

Actg.  Vol .  Lieut.  Wm .  M’  Gloin . 

7 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Brown . 

4 

Ironclad.... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  A.  Kirkland. 

3 

Schooner... 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett _ 

Off  Dog  River  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Selma. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 

Off  Galveston,  Tex. 

Off  Mobile. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Berwick  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Sunk  off  Mobile. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Mobile. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  Mobile. 

Blakely  River. 

Sunk  in  Blakely  River. 
Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Selma. 

Tombigbee  River. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Sunk  in  Blakely  River. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

South  West  Pass,  Mississippi 
River. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Do. 

Off  Mobile. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Sunk  in  Blakely  River. 
Mobile. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Sunk  off  Mobile. 

Junction  of  Tombigbee  and 
Alabama  rivers. 

New  Orleans. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Mobile. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Mobile. 

Off  Ship  Island. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Junction  of  Tombigbee  and 
Alabama  rivers. 

Mobile  Bay. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Le  Roy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  to  proceed  to 
Mobile  Bay. 

U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  ]Jf8  Canal  Street ,  New  Orleans ,  La..  May  1 ,  1865. 
Sir  :  1  ou  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee ,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  to  Mobile  Bay  and  report  your  arrival  to  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear  Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  Wm.  E.  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing 
the  arrival  at  Pensacola  of  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler  in  disabled 
condition. 

No.  84.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  2, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  at 
Pensacola  on  the  23d  ultimo  of  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  in  a  com¬ 
pletely  disabled  condition. 

I  forward  herewith  (marked  Nos.  1  and  2)  copies*  of  the  reports  of 
Commander  Caldwell  and  his  chief  engineer,  in  order  that  the  De¬ 
partment  may  perceive  what  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  this 
vessel  as  an  effective  cruiser  in  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  reduction  of  force  in  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  3,  1865. 

Sir:  Movements  in  the  Southwest  indicate  that  Galveston  may  be 
soon  surrendered  without  a  conflict,  in  which  case  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  maintaining  the  present  large  force  in  the  Gulf.  The 
moment  that  Galveston  comes  into  our  possession,  whether  by  surren¬ 
der  or  otherwise,  you  will  send  home  one-half  of  your  squadron, 
selecting  for  the  purpose  those  most  in  need  of  repairs. 

There  are  doubtless  many  volunteer  officers  in  the  squadron  who 
wish  to  resign,  and  many  men  whose  times  are  nearly  up.  You  will 
select  these,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  bring  home  the  vessels.  Of  the 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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officers  of  the  regular  service,  preference  might  be  given  to  those  who 
have  served  longest  on  the  station. 

You  will  order  all  iron  vessels  (of  those  to  come  home)  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  most  of  the  others  in  equal  proportions  to  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  but  none  to  any  point  south  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Department  directs  the  discontinuance  as  soon  as  possible  of 
the  present  arrangements  for,  and  system  of,  repairing  vessels  at  New 
Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  T hatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commending 
the  conduct  of  Commodore  Palmer  upon  withdrawal  of  the  latter 
from  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

N°-  91.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

ZJ.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  Mobile ,  Ala.,  May  3 ,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  Department  was  informed  by  Commodore  Palmer,  under 
date  of  February  10,  1865,  that  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  per¬ 
mission  granted  by  it  to  return  North  after  the  fall  of  Mobile,  and 
as  he  is  now  about  to  leave  this  squadron,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  he 
has  rendered  me  most  efficient  and  untiring  service  throughout  the 
attack  upon  the  defenses  of  the  city,  which  has  resulted  so  favorably 
to  our  arms,  and  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  the  vessels  to  be  employed  for  this  service  were  prepared  under 
his  supervision  previous  to  my  arrival  on  the  station,  and  I  part  with 
him  with  reluctance  and  regret. 

It.  was  the  belief  of  the  enemy  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  our 
monitors  and  gunboats  to  cross  the  Blakely  River  Bar,  owing  to  the 
shallowness  of  the  water,  but  should  we  succeed  in  doing  so,  their 
hope  rested  in  our  entire  destruction  by  the  innumerable  torpedoes 
with  which  they  had  filled  the  river,  combined  with  their  marsh 
batteries,  and  they  well  knew  that  our  success  in  overcoming  these 
obstacles  would  be  fatal  to  them;  but  by  great 'exertions  night  and 
day  under  fire  we  succeeded.  Commodore  Palmer  commanded  the 
first  division,  consisting  of  the  monitors  and  Octorara ,  and  success¬ 
fully  ascended  the  Blakely  with  them,  coming  down  the  Tensas 
directly  in  front  of  the  city’  the  remainder  of  the  gunboats  led  by  the 
flagship  convoying  General  Granger’s  command,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  joint  attack  on  flank  and  front.  These  movements  ha  vino- 
been  anticipated  by  the  enemy,  led  to  the  evacuation,  and  although 
Commodore  Palmer  did  not  have  the  satisfaction  of  bombarding  the 
city,  he  had  placed  himself  in  position  to  do  so  effectually,  had  not 
the  rebels  deprived  him  of  the  opportunity  by  flight. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  _  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  C ommanding  W est  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 
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Utter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
l  batcher,  U.b.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for  the  protection  of 
citizens  of  Mississippi.  ' 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  May  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  date,  transmitting  copy  of  report  of  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Yates,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Jackson,  referring  mainly  to  the 
citizens  at  Pass  Christian,  Mississippi  City,  Handsboro,  Biloxi,  and 
East  Pascagoula,  their  apprehension  of  trouble  from  deserters,  strag¬ 
glers,  and  paroled  prisoners  from  the  rebel  Army,  and  their  desire  for 
protection  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  enclosed  copy  of  my  General  Field  Orders,  No.  30,  para¬ 
graph  5,  you  will  perceive  that  East  Pascagoula  has  been  embraced 
in  “  the  present  line  of  occupation,”  and  that  persons  and  goods  are, 
to  a  certain  extent,  permitted  to  pass  to  and  from  New  Orleans.  An 
overland  telegraph  line  from  this  place  to  New  Orleans  is  now  being 
constructed,  and  as  soon  as  it  reaches  the  localities  referred  to,  an 
infantry  and  cavalry  force  will  be  sent  there,  not  only  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  line,  but  to  repress  or  prevent  any  of  the  disorders 
complained  of. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canby, 

,  Major-General. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Stockdale. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  his  presence  at  the  surrender  of 
Lieutenant-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  May  3, 1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  your  information  that 
Lieutenant-General  Taylor,  commanding  the  Department  of  Ala¬ 
bama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana,  agrees  to  surrender  his  forces 
upon  the  same  conditions  as  were  given  to  General  Lee’s  army.  The 
arrangement  will  probably  be  consummated  to-morrow  at  Citronelle, 
where  I  have  agreed  to  meet  General  Taylor  for  the  purpose.  If  not 
inconsistent  with  your  engagements,  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  you 
accompany  me  to  the  place  of  conference. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby,  _ 

-  Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

JJ.  S.  S.  Stockdale,  off  Mobile. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  information  regarding  yacht 
Nymph ,  supposed  to  he  concerned  in  the  escape  of  Confederate 
officials. 

Navy  Department,  May  4,  1S65. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  the  29th 
ultimo,  received  from  the  deputy  collector  of  customs  at  Chincoteague 
Island,  John  Caulk,  esq.,  relative  to  the  suspicious  character  of  the 
yacht  which  has  recently  sailed  from  New  York,  ostensibly  for 
Matamoras,  but  it  is  thought  may  be  concerned  in  a  plan  for  the 
escape  of  the  insurgent  leaders. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Henry  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  West  Gulf  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  John  Caulk ,  esq.,  acknowl¬ 
edging  information  regarding  the  yacht  Nymph. 

Navy  Department,  May  4 ,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
respecting  the  yacht  Nymph,  which  you  think  is  concerned  in  a  move¬ 
ment  to  assist  Jeff.  Davis  and  others  to  escape,  and  have  sent  a*' copy 
of  it  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  commanding  the  West 
Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

John  Caulk,  Esq., 

Deputy  Collector ,  Chincoteague  Island. 


Surrender  of  Commodore  Farrand ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  the 
Confederate  naval  forces  in  Mobile  Bay ,  May  4,  1865. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  Gulf 

Squadron. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale ,  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  May  6, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  night 
’  of  the  4th  instant  I  received  written  propositions  from  Commodore 
Ebenezer  Farrand,  commanding  the  Confederate  naval  forces  in 
these  waters,  to  surrender  to  me  all  the  rebel  naval  forces,  officers,  men, 
and  public  property  yet  afloat  under  his  command  and  now  blockaded 
by  a  portion  of  our  naval  forces  in  the  Tombigbee  River,  and  desiring 
a  meeting  with  me  to  arrange  the  terms  of  surrender  to  the  United 
States.  I  accordingly  met  Commodore  Farrand  at  Citronelle,  a 
point  about  35  miles  above  this  city,  and  accepted  his  proposals  on 
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the  same  basis  and  terms  granted  by  Lieutenant-General  Grant  to 
Lieutenant-General  Lee,  by  General  Sherman  to  General  Johnston, 
and  by  Major-General  Canby  to  Lieutenant-General  Richard  Taylor, 
the  latter  surrender  having  taken  place  at  the  same  point  and  time, 
General  Canby  being  present.  Some  days  will  necessarily  elapse 
before  all  the  arrangements  can  be  completed  for  the  reception  of  the 
Confederate  officers,  men,  vessels,  and  property,  when  further  details, 
with  copies  of  all  correspondence  and  the  written  agreement  and  obli¬ 
gations,  will  be  officially  made  known  to  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Commander  Simpson,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Farrand,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Nanna  Hubba  Bluff, 
Tombigbee  River ,  Alabama ,  May  10 , 1865. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  memorandum  made  at  Sidney,  Ala., 
May  4,  1865,  between  yourself  and  Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  Iv. 
Thatcher,  for  the  surrender  of  the  vessels,  officers,  and  men  under 
your  command,  I  have  been  deputed  by  Admiral  Thatcher  to  carry 
out  the  same,  and  I  am  now  ready  to  meet  the  officer  appointed  by 
you  for  this  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Simpson, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Fleet  Captain 

of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commodore  Ebenezer  Farrand, 

Commanding  Confederate  Naval  Force 
in  the  waters  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 


Detailed  report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  with  enclosures. 


West  Gulf  Squadron, 

Flagship  Stochdale ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  15 , 1865. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  No.  94,  dated  the  6th  instant,  I  informed  the 
Department  that  Commodore  Farrand  had  surrendered  the  rebel 
naval  forces  under  his  command. 

The  day  previous  to  the  proposition  for  surrender,  preparations 
had  been  made  to  attack  the  rebel  vessels  in  the  Tombigbee  with  this 
fleet,  and  which  attack  would  undoubtedly  have  been  made  had  Com¬ 
modore  Farrand  withheld  his  surrender  another  day. 

The  memorandum  of  the  agreement  for  surrender  between  that 
officer  and  myself  was  signed  on  the  4th  instant  in  duplicate,  and  a 
copy  of  it  is  herewith  enclosed  (marked  No.  1). 

On  the  8th  instant,  in  accordance  therewith,  I  deputed  Commander 
E.  Simpson,  fleet  captain,  to  proceed  to  the  Tombigbee  River  and 
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receive  the  surrender,  furnishing  him  with  written  instructions,  a 
copy  of  which  is  enclosed  (marked  No.  2). 

The  formal  surrender  took  place  on  the  10th  instant  at  Nanna 
Hubba  Blulf,  on  the  Tombigbee  River,  the  full  particulars  of  which 
are  given  in  the  report  of  Commander  Simpson,  to  which  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Department  is  called  (enclosed  marked  No.  3). 

A  copy  of  the  list  of  the  officers  paroled  accompanies  this  dispatch 
(marked  No.  4*).  There  were  other  officers  attached  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Commodore  Farrand  who  were  absent  on  leave,  given  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  agreement  to  surrender,  whose  names  of  course  do  not 
appear  on  this  list,  though  on  the  rolls  of  the  paymasters  of  the 
different  rebel  vessels.  As  these  officers  come  in,  their  paroles  will 
be  taken  and  their  names  subsequently  forwarded. 

I  also  enclose  copies  of  the  paroles  given  by  commanding  officers 
for  men  surrendered  (marked  Nos.  5,  6,  7-18). 

The  Morgan ,  Baltic ,  and  Black  Diamond  are  now  anchored  off  the 
city,  and  surveys  of  these  vessels,  and  the  Nashville ,  embracing  their 
hulls,  armament,  condition,  etc.,  are  now  in  progress,  which  will  be 
forwarded  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  Nashville  is  aground  at  the 
junction  of  the  Alabama  and  Tensas  rivers,  and  can  not  be  got  off 
until  a  rise  in  the  rivers. 

None  of  the  above  vessels  are  coppered,  and  of  course  are  unfit  to 
cruise  in  salt  water. 

In  accordance  with  the  sixth  clause  of  the  agreement  of  the  4th 
instant,  that  after  the  surrender,  transportation  and  subsistence 
would  be  furnished  by  me  for  officers  and  men  to  the  nearest  practi¬ 
cable  point  to  their  respective  homes,  I  have  directed  Commander 

D.  Trenchard,  of  the  Rhode  Island ,  to  receive  on  board  certain  of 
the  officers  surrendered  under  this  agreement,  a  list  of  whom  is 
herewith  enclosed  (marked  No.  9),  and  deliver  them  to  Hampton 
Roads  to  the  senior  officer  present,  and,  after  forwarding  from  that 
point  this  and  other  dispatches  to  the  Department,  to  proceed  in 
obedience  to  his  original  orders  to  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Thatcher 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  T Vest  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosures.] 

Memorandum  of  the  conditions  of  the  surrender  made  at  Sidney,  Ala.,  May  Jf, 

1865. 

First.  The  officers  and  men  to  be  paroled  until  duly  exchanged  or 
otherwise  released  from  the  obligations  of  their  parole  by  the  author¬ 
ity  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Duplicate  rolls  of  all  officers  and  men  surrendered  to  be  made,  one 
S2Py  to  U  delivered  to  the  officer  appointed  by  Acting  Rear-Admiral 

.  a.  1  hatcher,  and  the  other  retained  by  the  officer  appointed  bv 
Commodore  E.  Farrand;  officers  giving  their  individual  parole  and 

*  Enclosures  4-9  omitted. 
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commanders  of  vessels  signing  a  like  parole  for  the  men  of  their 
respective  commands. 

Second.  All  vessels  of  war,  their  guns  and  equipments,  all  small 
aims  and  ammunition  and  stores  on  board  the  said  vessels  to  be 
delivered  over  to  the  officer  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Thatcher.  Duplicate  inventories  of  the  property  sur¬ 
rendered  to  be  prepared,  one  copy  to  be  retained  by  the  officer  deliv¬ 
ering  and  the  other  by  the  officer  receiving  it  for  our  information. 

Third.  The  officers  and  men  paroled  under  this  agreement  will  be 
allowed  to  return  to  their  homes  with  the  assurance  that  they  will  not 
be  disturbed  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  so  long  as  they 
continue  to  observe  the  conditions  of  their  paroles  and  the  laws  in 
force  where  they  reside,  except  that  persons  residents  of  Northern 
States  will  not  be  allowed  to  return  without  special  permission. 

Fourth.  The  surrender  of  the  property  will  not  include  the  side 
arms  or  private  baggage  of  officers. 

Fifth.  The  time  and  place  of  surrender  will  be  fixed  by  us,  re¬ 
spectively,  and  will  be  carried  out  by  officers  appointed  by  us. 

Sixth.  After  the  surrender,  transportation  and  subsistence  to  be 
furnished  by  Acting  Rear-Admiral  PI.  K.  Thatcher  for  officers  and 
men  to  the  nearest  practicable  point  to  their  respective  residences. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  U.  S.  A., 
Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Ebenezer  Farrand, 

Flag -Officer ,  Commanding  C.  S. 

Naval  Forces  in  Waters  of  Alabama. 


West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  8 , 1865. 

Sir:  Having  signed  and  exchanged  copies  of  an  agreement  with 
Commodore  E.  Farrand,  commanding  officer  of  the  vessels  of  the  C.  S. 
Navy  in  the  waters  of  the  State  of  Alabama  on  the  4th  instant,  the 
terms  of  which  are  contained  in  the  enclosed  document,  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Cincinnati  to  the  Tombigbee  River,  the  point 
designated  for  the  surrender  of  the  vessels  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Farrand,  and  receive  from  the  officer  appointed  by  Com¬ 
modore  Farrand  the  said  vessels,  their  guns,  equipments,  and  stores, 
the  paroles  of  officers  for  themselves  individually  and  for  the  seamen, 
marines,  etc.,  on  board  thereof,  who  were  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  E.  Farrand  on  the' 4th  instant. 

Having  received  the  surrender  of  the  said  vessels,  their  appur¬ 
tenances  and  stores,  you  will  cause  them  to  be  brought  down  to  a 
safe  anchorage  in  front  of  the  city  of  Mobile  and  there  report  to 
me.  Should  any  of  the  paroled  officers  or  men  desire  to  remain 
where  they  now  are,  they  may  do  so ;  the  others,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  surrender,  will  receive  transportation  and  subsistence 
to  the  nearest  practicable  point  to  their  respective  homes. 

The  steamers  designated  in  verbal  orders  will  accompany  you  to 
the  Tombigbee.  Suitable  officers,  engineers,  and  crews  to  navigate 
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the  surrendered  vessels  will  accompany  you  to  the  place  of  surrender, 
and  they  alone  will  man  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  Edward  Simpson, 

Fleet  Captain  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


West  Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale ,  off  Mobile ,  Ala..  May  11, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I 
proceeded  in  the  ironclad  steamer  Cincinnati  on  the  9th  instant  up 
the  Tombigbee  River  to  Nanna  Hubba  Bluff,  for  the  purpose  or  re¬ 
ceiving  the  surrender  of  the  vessels  under  the  command  of  Commo¬ 
dore  Ebenezer  Farrand,  of  the  C.  S.  Navy.  The  ironclad  steamer 
Chickasaw  and  the  tinclad  Nyanza  accompanied  the  Cincinnati. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  the  vessels  had  all  assembled 
at  the  bluff. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Myers,  the  officer  appointed  by  Com¬ 
modore  Farrand  to  make  the  surrender,  came  on  board,  and  after 
some  consultation  with  me  on  the  points  of  the  conditions  of  the  sur¬ 
render,  surrendered  the  following  vessels,  viz:  Morgan ,  side-wheel 
gunboat;  Nashville ,  side- wheel  ironclad;  Baltic ,  side-wheel  trans¬ 
port;  Black  Diamond ,  side- wheel  river  boat. 

I  received  inventories  of  the  stores  on  board  each  vessel,  as  well  as 
an  inventory  of  stores  brought  from  the  naval  station,  which  were 
stowed  on  board  of  the  river  steamboat  Southern  Republic ,  which 
vessel  had  been  seized  by  Commodore  Farrand  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
ceiving  these  articles  when  the  naval  station  at  Mobile  was  evacuated. 

N  letter  from  the  captain  of  the  Southern  Republic  accompanies 
this  report.  The  only  use  that  I  have  made  of  the  vessel  was  to  trans¬ 
port  the  Confederate  officers  and  men  to  Mobile. 

I  received  the  accompanying  rolls  of  all  the  officers  and  men,  after 
which  I  paroled  112  officers,  285  enlisted  men,  and  24  marines.  The 
officers  gave  their  individual  paroles  in  duplicate,  and  the  command¬ 
ing  officers  of  the  vessels  gave  their  paroles  for  the  men  of  their  re¬ 
spective  commands. 

Having  completed  the  duty  on  which  I  was  ordered,  I  have  re¬ 
turned  to  Mobile  with  a  portion  of  the  vessels. 

I  enclose  the  memorandum  of  the  conditions  for  the  surrender,  a 
copy  of  my  instructions,  and  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  J.  Myers  by  Commodore  Farrand,  also  the  in¬ 
voices  of  the  stores,  etc.,  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Simpson, 

Fleet  Captain  West  Gidf  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Commmodore  Farrand,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Myers, 
charged  with  carrying  out  the  terms  of  surrender. 


C.  S.  Navy, 


Headquarters  Naval  Command, 
steamer  Southern  Republic ,  McDowelVs  Landing ,  May  6, 1865. 

^  will  proceed  to  Nanna  Hubba  Bluff  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  terms  of  surrender  of  the  naval  forces  under  my 
command,  agreed  upon  on  the  4th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  here¬ 
with  enclosed. 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Eben  Farrand, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Julian  Myers,  P.  N.  C.  S., 

Steamer  Southern  Republic. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting 
additional  vessels  to  replace  those  unfit  for  sea  service. 

No.  92.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  5, 1865. 

Sir:  In  forwarding  the  enclosed  report  of  survey  on  the  machinery 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  I  have  to  regret  that  she  is  the  last  of 
the  formidable  vessels  of  this  squadron  that  I  believed  to  be  effici¬ 
ent  for  cruising  or  as  port  guard  vessels.  The  Ossipee  and  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  (the  reports  of  survey  of  which  were  recently  forwarded  to 
the  Department)  having  become  unfit  for  further  service  at  sea 
without  repairs,  I  would  respectfully  request  the  Department  to  cause 
these  vessels  to  be  relieved  by  others  of  at  least  equal  force,  particu¬ 
larly  as  operations  on  the  coast  of  Texas  are  now  in  progress,  and  all 
the  vessels  now  there,  or  which  I  have  at  my  disposal  for  sea  service, 
are  of  comparatively  light  armament  and  unfit  for  bombardment. 

Some  of  the  light-draft  vessels  on  that  coast  are  nearly  run  down 
by  long  and  constant  steaming.  The  wooden  gunboats  now  employed 
in  this  bay  and  waters  adjacent  are  only  fit  for  such  service,  and  are 
too  weak  in  their  hull  for  other  than  smooth  waters. 

I  have  determined  to  retain  the  Richmond ,  Lackawanna ,  and  Ossi¬ 
pee  as  port  guard  vessels  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Department  shall 
be  known  in  their  respective  cases. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Stevens ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  enclosures 

regarding  funeral  honors  paid  to  the  memory  of  President  Lincoln 

by  representatives  of  foreign  governments  in  Mexico. 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  [ May ,  1865.] 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  communications 
accruing  from  the  funeral  honors  jiaid  to  the  memory  of  his  Excel¬ 
lency  the  late  President  of  the  United  States. 

My  visit  was  opportune,  and  both  the  English  and  French  naval 
representatives  of  their  respective  governments  did,  I  am  happy  to 
assure  you,  their  best  to  do  full  honor  to  the  occasion. 

The  Mexican  colonel  commanding  at  Bagdad  expressed  what  I 
think  were  proper  sentiments  of  regret,  but  owing  to  the  place  being 
in  a  state  of  siege,  he  could  not  join  in  the  salute,  as  ordered  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  However,  he  displayed  his  colors 
at  half-mast  during  the  entire  day. 

Officially  and  personally,  the  interchange  of  national  courtesies  has, 
I  think,  been  agreeable  to  all  parties  participating. 

Some  rebel  sympathizers  at  Bagdad  endeavored  to  make  them¬ 
selves  obnoxious,  but  the  military  authorities  of  the  place  took  them 
in  charge. 

1  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  commercial  agent  on  the  occasion. 

In  the  free  interchange  of  opinions  between  the  representatives  of 
other  governments  ard  myself,  I  acquired  a  good  deal  of  valuable 
information  of  a  diplomatic  character,  which  I  shall  make  known  to 
you  when  I  have  the  honor  of  meeting  you,  or,  in  the  event  of  delay, 
upon  your  requisition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens,  C ommander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

Letter  was  written  probably  at  Bagdad,  Mexico,  which  is  the  other 
side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  It  is  a  question  how  far  we  should  recognize 
the  imperial  forces  in  Mexico. 

[Enclosures.] 

Bagdad,  May  6,  1865. 

I  stated  myself  as  agreeable  to  the  kind  solicitation  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  from  you  yesterday,  that  this  place  should  manifest 
its  grief  for  the  death  of  the  excellent  sir  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  I  did  not  remember  at  the 
moment  that  the  place  is  in  a  state  of  siege,  a  reason  for  which  a 
salute  can  not  be  fired. 

I  am  confident,  sir  captain,  that  you,  with  vour  military  experience 
and  discreet  judgment,  will  perceive  immediately  that  it  i's  prohibited 
to  me  [to  use]  the  artillery  in  such  circumstances,  notwithstanding  I 
consulted  his  Excellency  General  Mijia,  and  to  this  time  I  have  not 
received  his  answer. 
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Do  not  allow  this  incident,  captain,  to  cause  you  to  doubt  that  the 
imperial  forces  which  garrison  this  place  know  how  to  appreciate  the 
teelmgs  of  a  people  which  loses  one  of  its  most  eminent  citizens. 

.  This  circumstance  causes  me  to  offer  you  my  consideration  and 
distinguished  esteem. 

Salvador  Yglesias, 
Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Place. 

^  Captain  of  the  Vessel  of  TVar  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 


H.  M.  S.  Wolverene, 

Rio  Grande ,  May  6, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  conveying  your  thanks  to  me  as  the  representative  of  her 
Britannic  Majesty’s  Government  for  what  you  rightly  gather  to  be 
my  desire  to  do  full  honor  to  the  occasion. 

I  beg  to  express  the  satisfaction  I  feel  at  the  opportunity  the  visit 
of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Oneida  to  this  anchorage  has 
afforded  me  of  manifesting  by  full  participation  in  the  funeral  hon¬ 
ors  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States; 
my  abhorrence  of  the  deed  which  has  been  the  cause  of  your  national 
loss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  R.  De  Horsey, 

Captain  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Commander  T.  H.  Stevens, 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Oneida. 


Report  of  Commander  Stevens ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  Depart¬ 
ment's  order  that  funeral  honors  he  paid  to  the  memory  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Lincoln. 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida, 

Off  the  Rio  Grande ,  Tex.,  May  9 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  upon  receipt  of  your  order 
directing  funeral  honors  to  be  paid  to  the  memory  of  his  Excellency 
the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  I  proceeded  to  the  southern 
confines  of  the  Republic  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  representatives 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Government  and  his  Imperial  Majesty’s 
Government  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  honors  of  the  sad 
occasion. 

The  Mexicans  expressed  the  desire  to  participate,  but  they  did  not 
have. the  means. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

,  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Spicer,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Quaker  City ,  announcing  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  Citt, 

Off  U.  S.  Navy  Yard ,  Philadelphia ,  May  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  for  re¬ 
pairs,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K. 
Thatcher,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Spicer, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  the  rumored  movements  of  C.  S. 
ram  Stonewall  and  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  Cabinet. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  May  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  communications  *  received  this  day 
from  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  and  Jeff. 
Davis  and  his  Cabinet. 

You  will  take  all  means  in  your  power  to  prevent  surprise  by  the 
ram  and  the  escape  of  Jeff.  Davis. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Commander  Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  off  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Bay. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore 

Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  granting  permission  to  go  North. 

*■ 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

V.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  off  City  of  Mobile,  May  12, 1865. 

Commodore  :  In  accordance  with  permission  granted  you  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  return  North  on  being  relieved 
from  command  of  this  squadron,  or  to  remain,  at  your  option,  and  as 
Mobile  has  now  fallen  (in  the  accomplishment  of  which  you  have  so 
largely  and  gallantly  contributed),  you  have  permission  to  return 
North  by  the  earliest  conveyance,  and  on  your  arrival  there  you  will 
report  to  the  Department  by  letter,  enclosing  a  copy  of  this  order. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  First  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

off  City  of  Mobile. 


*  See  Series  I,  Volume  17,  pp.  835  and  836. 
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Letter  from  Colonel  Barrett ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Captain  Stevens ,  U.  S. 

N avy ,  requesting  naval  support  at  Boca  Chiea , 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

<  Brazos ,  d/uy  13, 1865 — 12: 30  a,  m. 

Captain  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  colonel  commanding  to  say  that 
lie  has  good  cause  to  believe  that  the  rebels  will  attack  our  forces 
early  to-morrow  morning  at  Boca  Chica,  and,  as  we  have  no  long- 
range  guns,  lie  directs  me  to  request  that  you  drop  down  to  within 
supporting  distance  of  that  place  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in 
order  to  render  any  assistance  that  you  can  with  your  large  guns,  if 
necessary. 

Hoping  you  will  comply  with  the  request, 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Rush, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  Stevens, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Oneida , 

off  Brazos  Santiago ,  Tex. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  of  Acting  Master  Starrett,  regarding  removal  of  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  Mobile  Bay  and  Blalcely  and  Tensas  rivers. 

No.  107.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  May  13,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  made  to  me  by  Acting 
Master  Starrett,  in  charge  of  ordnance  stores  on  this  bay,  of  his 
operations  in  destroying  the  heavy  obstructions  placed  by  the  rebels 
in  the  ship  channel  leading  from  Dog  River  Bar  to  Mobile,  and  also 
in  the  Blakely  and  Tensas  rivers.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to 
this  office  for  his  untiring  exertions  to  accomplish  this  desirable  end, 
as  well  as  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  named  in  his 
report,  who  so  ably  aided  him  in  this  work,  and  I  take  pleasure  in 
commending  them  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Maria  A.  Wood, 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  April  17, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  ivith  your  order 
of  the  11th  instant,  I  went  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  tugboat  Rose  with 
my  apparatus  for  removing  sunken  obstructions,  and  the  same  after¬ 
noon  I  reported  for  duty  to  Commodore  Palmer,  commanding  First 
Division  West  Gulf  Squadron,  on  board  of  U.  S.  S.  Glasgow.  I 
commenced  operations  on  the  obstructions  in  the  channel  of  the 
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Blakely,  or  Tallahatchie  River  on  the  same  evening,  and  after 
eighteen  hours  of  unremitting  and  assiduous  labor  the  obstructions, 
consisting  of  a  heavy  scow  laden  with  bricks  and  surrounded  by  piles 
driven  down  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the  action  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  from  sweeping  the  sunken  vessels  away,  were  entirely  removed, 
and  that  portion  of  our  fleet  which  had  crossed  the  Blakely  Bar 
were  enabled  to  pass  on  their  way  to  the  city  of  Mobile. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  commenced  on  the  obstructions  in  the 
channel  of  Spanish  River,  on  the  west  side  of  the  bay,  and  after 
working  on  them  for  three  days  I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  hopes 
were  crowned  with  perfect  success  and  a  channel  of  10J  feet  in  depth 
and  175  feet  in  width  was  formed.  The  soundings  were  taken  at 
low  tide,  and  as  the  tide  has  a  rise  and  fall  of  18  inches  or  2  feet, 
there  will  never  be  any  difficulty  for  vessels  to  cross  it  which  are 
enabled  to  cross  the  bar  below  the  line  of  obstructions. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  nature  of  the  sunken  vessels 
which  were  removed  and  the  apparently  small  expense  accruing,  we 
have  every  reason  to  rejoice  at  our  complete  success. 

The  timbers  of  the  vessels  which  obstructed  the  channels  on  both 
sides  of  the  bay  were  of  massive  proportions,  many  of  them  being  2 
feet  square  and  bolted  together  by  heavy  iron  bolts  and  secured  by 
chain  cables  to  huge  piles  driven  down  to  a  great  depth,  yet  all  the 
elaborate  preparations  and  security  given  them  by  the  rebels  were  of 
no  avail.  They  were  blown  to  atoms,  and  the  proper  channels  to  and 
from  the  city  of  Mobile  are  once  more  open  to  commerce. 

In  my  operations  I  have  used  3,000  pounds  of  powder,  and  the  tor¬ 
pedoes  or  charges  which  I  made  use  of  were  improvised  from  tin 
cans,  pickle  barrels,  boats’  breakers,  or  any  water-tight  vessel  of  suf¬ 
ficient  capacity  to  contain  the  bursting  charge. 

I  can  not  refrain  from  thanking,  through  you,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
manders  Low,  Irwin,  and  Brown  for  the  cheerful  and  necessary 
cooperation  and  assistance  they  rendered  me,  without  which  I  should 
have  been  unable  to  acomplish  so  much  in  that  short  space  of  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Adrian  C.  Starrett, 

Acting  Master ,  in  Charge  of  Ordnance ,  Mobile  Bay. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  for  the  U.  S.  S. 
Manhattan ,  in  view  of  arrival  of  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall  at  Nassau , 
New  Providence. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Tempest ,  Mississippi  River ,  May  13. 
Admiral:  The  Navy  Department  has  telegraphed  me  as  follows, 
under  date  of  12th  instant  : 

Order  the  Manhattan  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Thatcher  for  duty.  The  ram  Stonewall  has  arrived  at  Nassau,  [New 
Providence]. 
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I  have  given  directions  accordingly  that  the  Manhattan  be  towed  to 
-New  Orleans  with  all  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  C ommanding  Mississippi  S guadrou. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

New  Orleans  ( or  Senior  Naval  Officer). 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding 
ensigns ,  pennants ,  and  signals  from  surrendered  C  onfederate 
vessels. 

No.  111.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stoclcdale ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  15, 1865. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  forwarded  this  day  by 
the  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island  all  the  ensigns,  pennants,  and  signals  from 
the  rebel,  vessels  lately  surrendered,  to  wit,  the  Nashville  and  Morgan; 
the  Baltic  and  Black  Diamond  had  no  flags  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  Confederate  ram  Stonewall. 

Hdqrs.  Mil.  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  May  15,  1865. 

General:  The  rebel  ram  Stonewall  left  Havana  on  the  11th  instant 
ostensibly  for  Galveston,  but  may  make  her  appearance  on  the  coast 
farther  east. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Dyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Major  Tearing,  U.  S.  Army,  announcing  readiness  for  the 
approach  of  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

Quarantine,  May  15,  1865. 

(Received  1 :  20  p.  m.) 

I  am  ready  for  the  Stonewall.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  tele- 
granhic  instrument  be  sent  to  Fort  Jackson.  I  have  to  go  5  miles 
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with  my  dispatches.  I  reported  four  days  ago  that  the  instrument 
was  destroyed. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  Loring, 

Major ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  1  Vest  Mississippi. 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Ossipee ,  requesting  return  of  howitzer  loaned  for  the  attack  upon 
Mobile. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Mobile  Bay,  May  15,  1865. 

Captain  :  One  of  the  launches  of  this  ship,  with  a  howitzer  and  its 
furniture,  was  sent  round  from  New  Orleans  to  participate  in  the 
movements  against  Mobile.  If  no  longer  needed,  and  in  these  waters, 
will  you  please  let  one  of  your  tugs  return  our  property,  and  oblige  ?’ 

Very  truly,  yours, 


Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 
Commander,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Ed.  Simpson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Fleet  Captain  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Vessels  attached  to  West  Gulf  Squadron  May  15,  1865. 


Name. 


Class. 


No. 

guns. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Albatross 
Althea  . . . 


Screw 
_ do 


7 

1 


Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  S.  Norton.. 


Anderson,  W.  G 

Antona . 

Arkansas . 

Aroostook . 

Arthur . 


Bark  . 
Screw 

. do 

. do 

Bark  . 


8 

5 

5 
7 

6 


Bloomer . 

Bohio . 

Buckthorn . 

Carrabasset . 

Cayuga  . 

Charlotte . 

Chickasaw . 

Chocura . 

Cornubia . . 

Corypheus . 

Cowslip . 

Cincinnati . 

Cuyler,  R.  R . 

Dinsmore,  Augusta. . 


Stern  wheel 
Brig . 

2 

Screw . 

2 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Screw . 

7 

Schooner . . . 

2 

Ironclad.... 

4 

Screw . 

4 

Side-wheel  . 

6 

Schooner... 

4 

Side-wheel . 

2 

Ironclad.... 

11 

Screw . 

12 

— do . 

4 

Actg.  Master  H.  Tibbits . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden. 
Actg.  Master  J.  Ross  (protem.) 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Jos.  S.  Skerrett . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jos.  E.  Stan- 
nard. 

Mate  A.  Whiting . 

Actg.  Master  W.  M.  Stannard. 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  Ellms . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Leonard  . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Henry  Wilson.. 

Mate  A.  Whiting . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Geo.  H.  Perkins 
Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Meade,  jr. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  A.  John¬ 
stone. 

Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  J.  Rob¬ 
inson. 

Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Bacon . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Geo.  Brown 

Comdr.  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell _ ! 

Actg. Vol.  Lieut.  M.  B. Crowell 


Elk . 

Estrella . 

Fearnot..... 
Fort  Gaines . 
Fort  Jackson 

Genesee . . 

Gertrude _ 

Glasgow _ 


Stern  wheel 
Side-wheel . 

Ship . 

Stern  wheel 
Side-wheel . 

- do . 

Screw . 

Side-wheel . 


6  Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  Kirby.... 
5  Actg.  Master  G.  P.  Pomeroy  . . 

5  Actg.  Master  A.  Rich . 

4  Actg.  Master  J.  R. Hamilton  .! 

7  Capt.  B.  F.  Sands . 

8  Lieut.  Comdr.  John  Irwin. . . 

8  Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  C.  Dean.. 
2  Actg.  Master  E.  Kemble . 


Coast  of  Texas. 

Sunk  by  torpedo,  raised,  and 
now  repairing  at  Mobile. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Texas. 
New  Orleans,  repairing. 

Do. 

Pensacola  Bay. 


Do. 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 
Berwick  Bay. 

Off  Galveston,  Tex. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

New  Orleans,  repairing. 
Off  Galveston. 


Off  Dog  River  Bar. 

Dispatch  boat  between  Mo¬ 
bile  and  New  Orleans. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Pensacola,  for  repairs. 

Dispatch  steamer  between 
Texas  coast  and  New 
Orleans. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

New  Orleans,  repairs. 

New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 

Off  Galveston. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

Sunk  off  Mobile  on  the  ob 
structions. 
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Vessels  attached  to  West  Gulf  Squadron  May  15,  1865—  Continued. 


Name. 


Glide . 

Grand  Gulf 

Hollyhock . 

Houston,  Sam. . 

Ida . 

Itasca . 

Jackson,  J.  P... 

Jasmine . 

Kanawha . 

Katahdin . 

Kennebec . 

Kittatinny . 

Kickapoo . 

Kuhn.J.C . 

Lackawanna. . . 

Metacomet . 

Meteor . 

Milwaukee . 

Narcissus . 

New  London... 

Nyanza . 

Oetorara . 

Oneida . 

Ossipee . 

Owasco . 

Osage . 

Pampero . 

Pembina . 

Penguin . 

Penobscot . 

Pink . 

Pinola . 

Pocahontas  .... 

Potomac . 

Port  Royal . 

Portsmouth 
Princess  Royal. 

Preston . 

Richmond . 

Rodolph _ S . . 

Rose . 

Sciota . 

Sebago . 

Selma . 

Seminole . 

Stockdale . 

Tallahatchie... 

Tritonia . 

Trefoil . 

Vincennes . 

Virginia . 

Winnebago  .... 
Wood,  M.  A.... 
Baltic . 

Black  Diamond 

Morgan . 

Nashville . 


Class. 

No. 

guns. 

Commanding  officer. 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Actg.  Master  L.  S.  Fickett _ 

Screw . 

11 

Side-wheel . 

3 

Pilot  Benj.  Tarbell . 

Schooner . . . 

1 

Actg.  Vol".  Lieut,  and  Pilot 

M.  Freeman. 

Screw . 

2 

4 

Side-wheel  . 

6 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  R.  Yates _ 

Screw . 

2 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Bren  ton  . . . 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  B.  Taylor. . . 

. do . 

7 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  H.  Greene.. 

Screw . 

5 

Schooner... 

6 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  J.  Blasdell _ 

Ironclad  ... 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  M.  P.  Jones . 

Bark . 

6 

Actg.  Master  G.  F.  Wilkins _ 

Screw . 

14 

Capt.  Geo.  F.  Emmons _ 

Side-wheel . 

10 

Comdr.  P.  Crosby . 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  B. 

Du  Bois. 

Ironclad  ... 

4 

Screw . 

1 

Actg.  Master  W.  Harcourt _ 

. do . 

5 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  Godfrey. . 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Boutelle 

Side-wheel  . 

10 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  W.  Low . 

Screw . 

12 

13 

. do . 

5 

Actg. Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  L.W. 

Pennington. 

Ironclad  . . . 

2 

Ship . 

6 

Actg.  Master  O.  Colburn . 

Screw . 

5 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  G.  Maxwell.. 

_ do . 

7 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  R.  Beers. 

. do . 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  E.  K.  Benham 

. do . 

3 

Actg.  Masters.  Belden . 

_ do . 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Henry  Erben  . . 

_ do . 

6 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  R.  Wallace. 

Frigate . 

42 

Comdr.  A.  Gibson . 

Side-wheel  . 

10 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  Gherardi ... 

Sloop . 

18 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  R.  Franklin. 

Screw . 

7 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr. 

C.  F.  W.  Behm. 

_ do . 

3 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  R.  Wheeler 

_ do . 

22 

Stern-wheel 

« 

Screw . 

2 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  D.  Maddocks 

Side-wheel. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune 

10 

Lieut.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony. 

_ do . 

4 

Actg.  Master  John  H.  Allen  .. 

9 

Comdr.  A.  G.  Clary . 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  'Thos.  Ed- 

wards. 

_ do . 

6 

Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin.. 

Side-wheel  . 

3 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin. 

3 

Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Wells . 

Sloop . 

10 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  M’Gloin 

Screw . 

7 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Brown. 

Ironclad  ... 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W. A.  Kirkland. 

Schooner . . . 

3 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett . . . 

Side-wheel  . 

Lieut.  C.  L.  Huntington  (pro 

tern.). 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  T.  Crocker 

(pro  tem.“). 

_ do . . 

8 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  M.  Dyer. 

4 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Berwick  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  Mobile  Bar. 

Sunk  off  Mobile  by  torpe¬ 
does. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Mississippi  Sound. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

Pensacola,  for  repairs. 

San  Luis  and  Velasco. 

Off  Galveston. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Fort  Morgan,  Ala. 
Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans  for  repairs. 

Off  Mobile. 

Blakely  River. 

Sunk  by  a  torpedo  in  Blake¬ 
ly  River. 

Pensacola  for  repairs. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Rio  Grande  and  Brazos. 

Off  Fort  Morgan. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Sunk  by  a  torpedo  in  Blake¬ 
ly  River. 

South  West  Pass,  Mississippi 
River. 

New  Orleans  for  repairs. 
Sabine  Pass,  Texas. 

Off  Galveston. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Off  Calcasieu,  La. 

Off  Galveston. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans,  repairing. 
New  Orleans. 

Off  Galveston. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Sunk  in  Blakely  River  by  a 
torpedo. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Sunk  by  a  torpedo,  raised, 
and  at  Mobile  for  repairs. 
Off  city  of  Mobile. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  Galveston. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Do. 

Mobile  for  repairs. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Ship  Island. 

Off  Galveston. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Mobile  Bay. 


Surrendered  by  Commodore 
■  Farrand  and  now  off  Mo¬ 
bile,  Ala. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  information  regarding  blockade 
runners. 

Navy  Department,  May  IS,  1865. 
Sir:  From  a  recent  consular  dispatch  from  Havana  it  appears  that 
blockade  running  at  Galveston  is  still  carried  on  with  much  success. 
The  following  are  the  arrivals  reported  at  Havana,  all  from  Gal¬ 
veston,  with  cotton : 

Lunar ,  April  15;  Wren  and  Badger ,  April  21;  Fox  and  Evelyn , 
April  22;  and  Denbigh ,  May  1. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  V .  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reported  departure  from 
Havana  of  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 


West  Gulf  Sqltadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  off  Mobile,  May  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Major- 
General  Canby,  dated  near  New  Orleans,  May  15,  1865 : 

The  U.  S.  consul  at  Havana  reports  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  left  that 
port  on  the  11th  instant,  ostensibly  for  Galveston.  I  have  warned  all  com¬ 
manders  on  the  coast. 

Be  on  your  guard,  and  should  she  attempt  to  enter  this  port  do 
all  in  your  power  to  cooperate  with  the  forts  in  destroying  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Ream- Admiral. 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy,  or  Commanding  Naval  Officer, 

Near  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Ossipee,  regarding  the  reported  movements  of  the  C.  S.  ram 

Stoneioall. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Mobile  Bay,  May  16,  1865. 

Admiral  :  The  commandant  of  Fort  Morgan  sent  to  me  this  morn¬ 
ing  a  telegraphic  communication,  received  from  New  Orleans,  to  the 
eftect  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  was  reported  to  have  left  Havana 
on  the  11th  instant,  ostensibly  for  Galveston.  In  view  of  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  that  vessel  coming  here,  may  I  suggest  an  addition  of  some 
of  the  ironclads  now  at  Mobile  to  the  force  laying  here? 
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The  Rickapoo,  now  here,  is  complained  of  by  her  commander  as 
showing  signs  of  weakness. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commander  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  Iv.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  orders  in  relation  to  search  of 
vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Mobile  Bay ,  May  16,  1865. 

Admiral  :  To  enable  me  to  carry  out  your  instructions  of  the  15th 
instant  in  relation  to  search  of  vessels,  may  I  suggest  that  orders  be 
given  at  Mobile  that  all  vessels  be  directed  to  report  to  the  senior 
officer  laying  here  ? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C ommanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain 
Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  regretting  inability  to  furnish  vessels  as 
requested. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  May  17,  1865. 

Captain:  Your  note  in  relation  to  sending  additional  ironclads  to 
your  relief  has  been  received,  and  in  reply  have  to  say  that  more  force 
would  have  been  sent  to  you  but  that  the  other  two  monitors  are  under 
repairs  and  are  now  incapable  of  moving.  I  shall,  however,  dispatch 
the  Cincinnati,  Captain  [George]  Brown,  with  orders  to  report  to 
you  for  duty.  I  very  much  regret  my  inability  to  send  the  others,  but 
they  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  for  them  to  move. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  off  Fort  Morgan. 
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[Telegram.] 


Nave  Department,  May  17,  1865. 
Proceed  directly  to  the  Gulf  with  dispatch. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Milton  Haxtun, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita ,  Norfolk ,  V a. 


Order  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  U .  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler. 

Navy  Department,  May  17,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  No.  81,  enclosing  reports  on  the  condition  of  the  R.  R. 
Cuyler  has  been  received.  Send  that  vessel  to  New  York  to  be  laid  up 
and  sold. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Div.  West  Miss., 

Mobile,  May  18,  1865. 

Can  you  spare  the  Manhattan  f  She  is  the  only  vessel  on  this  coast 
that  will  be  able  to  meet  the  Stonewall.  If  you  can,  will  you  order 
her  to  New  Orleans  with  a  view  to  her  being  fitted  out  for  Galveston? 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M  aj  or- General. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Mound  City. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- 
General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  measures  of  'protection 
against  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  May  18, 1865. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Two  of  the  monitors  are  undergoing  repairs  in 
machinery  and  are  unable  to  steam.  Of  course  the  little  wooden  gun¬ 
boats  are  powerless  to  resist  the  attack  of  a  vessel  as  formidable  as 
the  Stonewall  is  represented  to  be.  I  must  therefore  relv  upon  the 
forts  (Pickens  and  Barrancas)  at  Pensacola  for  her  destruction. 
Should  she  attempt  entering  that  port,  no  doubt  the  artillerists  of 
those  fortifications  are  quite  efficient,  and  will  give  her  a  warm  recep¬ 
tion.  .At  [Fort]  Morgan  I  have  the  Kickapoo  (monitor),  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  (ironclad),  and  the  sloops  Ossipee  and  Lackawanna  to  aid  the 
fort.  Neither  of  these  four  is  fit  for  cruising,  but  will  do  good  serv- 
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ice  at  the  point  where  they  are  now  located.  I  hope  Forts  Jackson 
and  PoweH  may  be  able  to  manage  her,  should  she  be  able  to  get  into 
the  Mississippi  It  is  very  painful  to  me  to  be  left  with  such  miser¬ 
able  craft  for  defense,  but  the  Department  has  failed  to  give  me  the 
vessels  which  I  applied  for  months  since.  On  the  Texas  coast  there 
will  be  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  in  squadron  to  give  her  a  severe 
andiing,  I  think,  and  I  doubt  if  she  can  enter  Galveston  on  account 
o  tier  diaft;  but  if  she  can  do  so  it  is  certain  that  her  plating,  armor, 
and  battery  do  not  amount  to  much.  I  am  hastening  the  repairs  on 
the  two  monitors  here,  but  have  been  delayed  for  want  of  sufficient 
mechanics. 

I  am,  general,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

^  ^  H.  K.  Thatcher. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Army  of  West  1 Mississippi ,  etc. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

Mobile ,  May  18 ,  1865 — -2  a.  m. 

.  (Received  10  a.  m.  24th.) 

The  monitor  Manhattan  and  the  ram  Tennessee  are  the  vessels  on 
this  coast  that  can  cope  with  the  Stonewall.  To  save  time  I  have 
asked  Admiral  Lee  to  send  the  Manhattan  at  once  to  New  Orleans 
to  be  fitted  out  for  Galveston — that  is,  if  she  can  be  spared.  There 
is  nothing  on  the  Georgia  coast  now  but  wooden  gunboats. 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  Washington. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 

Mobile ,  May  18 , 1865. 

Can  you  spare  the  Manhattan?  She  is  the  only  vessel  on  this  coast 
that  will  be  able  to  meet  the  Stonewall.  If  you  can,  will  you  order 
her  to  New  Orleans,  with  a  view  to  her  being  fitted  out  for  Galveston  ? 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M ajor-  General,  Commanding. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  strengthening  of  the  Gal¬ 
veston  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  May  20, 1865. 
Sir:  The  increased  number  of  arrivals  of  blockade  runners  at 
various  ports,  all  from  Galveston,  loaded  with  cotton,  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  there  is  great  weakness  on  the  part  of  the  blockading 
fleet  there. 
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Seven  large  steamers  have  arrived  abroad  from  Galveston  in  nine 
days.  As  this  is  the  only  port  in  the  United  States  where  traffic  can 
be  carried  on  to  any  extent,  it  is  desirable  that  the  majority  of  ves¬ 
sels  and  the  best  officer  you  have  should  be  on  duty  as  senior  officer 
off  that  port.  Both  the  Quaker  City  and  Bienville  could  have  ren¬ 
dered  several  months’  service  blockading  at  Galveston,  but  as  they 
were  sent  home  and  can  not  be  repaired  before  the  army  expedition 
will  advance  into  Texas,  they  will  be  sold. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  1 Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana  to  Major-General 
Banks ,  TJ .  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  expected  movement  of  the  block¬ 
ade  runner  Owl ,  from  Havana  for  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana ,  May  20 , 1865. 

Sir:  The  blockade  runner  Owl ,  Captain  Maffitt,  under  the  rebel 
flag,  will  leave  here  for  Galveston  to-day  or  to-morrow.  On  her 
return  from  Galveston  the  Owl  will  come  out  by  the  main  channel. 
By  following  the  accompanying  directions  the  Owl  may  be  caught: 
Station  a  light-draft  gunboat  on  the  Northeast  Channel  (there  are 
7  feet  of  water  at  low  tide)  ;  run  in  far  enough  to  keep  the  Knoll 
buoy  always  in  sight.  If  the  night  is  very  dark,  cross  the  bar  and 
anchor  just  inside.  Let  the  Owl  pass  the  buoy  and  cripple  her  from 
the  start;  then  come  in  behind  her.  Don’t  trust  sailors  to  look  out, 
To  cross  the  Northeast  Bar,  bring  the  light  to  bear  S.  W.  S.  The 
bar  is  a  long  one.  There  is  no  danger  of  the  enemy  or  shoal  water. 
I  regard  this  information  as  reliable.  Will  you  communicate  it  at 
once  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  naval  forces  at  New  Orleans. 
The  rebel  ironclad  ram  Stonewall  was  given  up  on  yesterday  by 
those  having  charge  of  her  to  the  Spanish  colonial  authorities  of  the 
island  of  Cuba. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  T.  Minor, 

TJ.  S.  Consul-General  at  Havana. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  Forces  at  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  to  the  De¬ 
partment  commendatory  letter  from  Major-General  Canby ,  TJ.  S. 
Army ,  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  former  from  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  May  20 ,  1865. 
Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  of  adieu  from  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Canby,  commanding  Military  Division  of  the  West  Mississippi, 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


195 


of  which  I  beg  your  perusal,  and  request  that  it  may  be  placed  on  the 
files  of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.  ] 


Hdqrs.  Army  and  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  May  3,  1865. 

Commodore:  In  taking  leave  of  you  I  desire  to  express  for  myself 
and  the  officers  of  this  command,  our  sincere  regret  at  parting  and 
our  high  appreciation  of  your  services  while  in  command  of  or  con¬ 
nected  with  the  West  Gulf  blockading  squadron.  The  relations  that 
have  existed  between  the  two  services  for  the  past  year  have  been  of 
the  most  intimate  and  cordial  character  and  have  resulted  in  successes 
of  Avhich  the  friends  of  both  the  Army  and  the  Navy  have  reason  to 
be  proud.  In  this  no  one  has  borne  a  more  active,  zealous,  and  effi¬ 
cient  part  than  yourself,  and  the  kindly  official  and  personal  rela¬ 
tions  that  have  existed  will  always  be  remembered  with  pleasure. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  It.  S.  Canby,  Major-General. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  announcing 
the  arrival  at  Mobile  of  the  U.  S.  tug  Clematis. 

No.  126.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  21, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  to-day,  the  21st 
instant,  of  the  tug  Clematis ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  S.  P. 
Crafts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  a  convoy  for  troops  for  Apalachi¬ 
cola,  Fla. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  May  21, 1865. 

Admiral  :  A  new  military  post  will  be  established  at  Apalachicola, 
Fla.,  and  the  troops  selected  for  that  purpose  will  leave  this  city  in 
the  steamers  Iberville  and  Banks  probably  to-morrow.  I  have  the 
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honor  to  request  that  a  convoy  may  be  furnished  these  boats  to  and 
from  their  place  of  destination. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby,  Major-General. 
Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

/  off  Mobile,  Ala. 


Letter  from  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  responding  to  a  request  for  convoy. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  21, 1865. 
General:  Your  communication  informing  me  that  a  military 
post  would  be  established  at  Apalachicola  and  asking  for  a  convoy 
for  the  steamers  Iberville  and  General  Banks,  etc.,  has  been  received. 
Orders  have  been  issued  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Itasca  to 
hold  himself  in  readiness  to  accompany  such  steamers  as  you  may 
desire  to  send.  Please  inform  me  when  the  transports  will  be  ready 
to  move. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gidf  Squadron. 
Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- 
General  Canby,  V .  S.  Army,  reporting  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall  at 
Havana. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  May  22,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  latest  advices 
from  Key  West  represent  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  at  Havana  on  the 
17th  short  of  men  and  watched  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  and  a 
gunboat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of 

West  Mississippi,  Hdqrs.  at  Mobile. 


[Telegram.] 

Mobile,  May  2 4,  1865. 
(Received  12  m.  25th.) 

Colonel:  Admiral  Thatcher  has  dispatches  that  General  Magru- 
der  commanding  district  of  Texas,  desires  to  open  negotiations.  His 


WEST  GULP  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  197 

commissioners  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  in  one  of  the  fastest  ves¬ 
sels  of  Thatcher’s  squadron  at  once. 

G.  Granger,  M ajor-General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Christensen, 

Assistant  A djutant- General. 


Report  of  Captain  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  destruction  of 

the  blockade  runner  Denbigh. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  May  2Jh  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  the  destruction  of  the 
famous  blockade  runner  Denbigh ,  side-wheel  steamer,  iron,  162  tons. 
She  was  discovered  from  this  vessel  at  early  daylight  this  morning 
aground  on  Bird  Key  Spit,  near  Bolivar  Point.  I  sent  the  Cornubia 
and  Princess  Royal  to  open  fire  upon  her,  and  boats  were  sent  from 
Rennebec  and  Seminole  to  board  and  destroy  her,  which  was  effectu¬ 
ally  done  by  7  a.  m.  A  boat  from  the  Seminole ,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Mundy,  although  the  farther  off,  was  the  first 
to  board  and  apply  the  torch,  and  she  was  soon  enveloped  in  flames, 
the  crew  having  escaped  to  the  shore  when  they  saw  they  were  dis¬ 
covered.  Papers  were  found  on  board  showing  she  was  the  Denbigh, 
from  Havana,  18th  instant.  She  is  now  a  complete  wreck  and  has 
made  her  last  voyage. 

I  regret  to  report  that  Luke  Robins,  seaman,  of  the  Seminole,  was 
instantly  killed  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  his  own  gun  while 
leaving  the  wreck. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain,  Commanding  Third  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Johnstone,  U.  S.  Navy ,  re¬ 
garding  the  wreck  of  the  Confederate  schooner  Ze  Compt ,  guard 
boat  at  Galveston. 

U.  S.  S.  Cornubia, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  May  25, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  afternoon,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  orders  to  prevent  any  of  the  enemy’s  boats  from  boarding 
the  burning  wreck  of  the  blockade  runner  Denbigh  until  she  was  com¬ 
pletely  destroyed,  I  got  underway,  and  stood  into  the  Bolivar  Chan¬ 
nel  as  far  as  the  depth  of  water  would  allow,  and  anchored  in  12  feet 
about  1^  miles  outside  the  wreck.  A  schooner  which  had  been  at 
anchor  about  £  a  mile  inside  the  wreck,  on  discovering  the  approach 
of  the  Cornubia,  got  underway  and  tried  to  escape  into  Galveston. 

On  firing  two  shots  at  her,  she  hauled  down  her  sails,  and  a  part  of 
her  crew  got  into  a  boat  and  escaped  to  the  beach. 
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I  then  sent  an  armed  boat  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Frank 
Millett,  of  this  ship,  to  board  her  and  bring  her  out  if  possible.  On 
boarding  her,  Mr.  Millett  found  that  she  had  drifted  ashore  on  Bird 
Key  Spit,  and  had  bilged  and  lost  her  rudder.  Finding  it  impossi¬ 
ble  to  get  her  off,  he  threw  overboard  a  24-pounder  howitzer,  with 
which  she  was  armed,  and  brought  four  men,  whom  he  found  on  board 
of  her ;  also  5  carbines,  5  new  Enfield  rifles,  a  steering  compass,  and  a 
rebel  flag. 

She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Le  Gompt ,  the  rebel  guard  boat  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Galveston. 

During  last  night  she  beat  over  the  spit,  and  now  lies  a  wreck  on 
Bolivar  Point  beach. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Johnstone, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Third  Division  T Vest  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 

request  for  transportation  to  New  Orleans  of  Confederate  com¬ 
missioner  desiring  to  negotiate  with  Major-General  Canby ,  U.  S. 

Army. 

No.  136.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  a  copy  of  a  com¬ 
munication  addressed  to  Captain  Sands,  commanding  United  States 
fleet  off  Galveston,  by  Ashbel  Smith,  the  colonel  commanding  the 
rebel  forces  at  Galveston. 

Captain  Sands  immediately  dispatched  the  Preston  with  this  letter 
to  me,  which  I  received  early  this  morning,  and  I  have  already 
ordered  the  Preston  to  return  off  Galveston  with  orders  to  Captain 
Sands  to  receive  the  rebel  commissioner  and  send  him  at  once  to 
New  Orleans,  where  General  Canby  now  is,  and  where  I  purpose  to 
meet  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  Galveston,  May  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder,  commanding 
the  District  of  Texas,  etc.,  to  say  that  he  desires  to  open  a  negotia¬ 
tion  with  the  Federal  general  commanding  at  New  Orleans,  and  that 
his  commissioner  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  by  a  steamer  from  the  fleet 
as  soon  as  may  be  after  Tuesday,  the  23d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ashbel  Smith, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Sands, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Fleet  off  Galveston. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain 
Sands,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  request  for  transportation  of  Con¬ 
federate  commissioner  to  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  Mobile,  May  25,  1865. 

Sir:  Last  evening  I  heard  of  the  Preston  off  the  Mississippi,  steam¬ 
ing  east.  This  morning  I  have  your  dispatch,  under  date  22d  instant, 
enclosing  one  from  the  rebel  colonel,  Ashbel  Smith,  addressed  to  you, 
and  jiroposing  the  commission  of  General  Magruder  to  be  sent  to 
blew  Orleans.  I  send  back  to  you  the  Preston,  and  hope  you  may  be 
able  to  send  the  commission  to'New  Orleans  at  once  by  a  fast  vessel. 
I  shall  keep  the  Cuyler  here,  as  I  have  nothing  else  to  move  in,  but 
had  it  not  been  for  this  affair,  should  have  sent  her  to  you.  Canby  is 
at  New  Orleans,  but  I  shall  telegraph  at  once  the  contents  of  the  dis¬ 
patch,  and  I  shall  probably  go  over  until  the  negotiation  is  ended, 
and  may  come  down  then  to  see  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  U.  S.  Navt, 

Coast  of  Texas. 

P.  S. — Still  busy  in  sending  off  paroled  rebel  navy  officers,  as  per 
agreement.  Commodore  Rousseau  is  disposed  of,  but  Buchanan  I 
have  still  on  hand ;  also  about  seventy-five  others  and  400  men. 

H.  K.  T. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
additional  reports  regarding  an  explosion  of  ordnance  stores,  and 
consequent  fire  in  Mobile. 

No.  140.]  U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  11/.8  Canal  Street,  New  Orleans,  La.,  May  29,  1865. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  a  terrible  explosion 
took  place  in  Mobile  on  the  25th  instant,  resulting  not  only  in  the 
destruction  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  upper  part  of  the  city, 
but  in  great  loss  of  life. 

Marshall’s  warehouse,  where  the  ordnance  stores  which  exploded 
were  stored,  was  perhaps  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  flagship, 
and  fragments  of  shell  fell  on  board  that  vessel.  Immediately  after 
the  explosion,  Fleet  Captain  Commander  Simpson  repaired  to  the 
scene  of  disaster  with  a  large  force  of  sailors  under  his  command 
and  rendered  most  valuable  assistance.  I  forward  herewith  his  re¬ 
port  (enclosure  No.  1),  and  desire  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  the  gallant  conduct  of  Quartermaster  Cooper,  as  given  in  Com¬ 
mander  Simpson’s  narrative. 

The  tug  Cowslip  ( the  only  tug  at  niv  disposal) ,  under  the  command 
of  Acting  Master  W.  T.  Bacon,  rendered  very  efficient  aid  in  towing 
out  of  danger  three  vessels,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  de- 
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stroyed.  His  report  (No.  2)  is  enclosed.  This  officer  on  this,  as  on 
every  other,  occasion  proved  himself  an  officer  of  ability  and  energy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  1  Vest  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashing  ton. 


[Enclosures.] 


West  Gulf  Squadron, 

V.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  26, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of* the  25th 
instant  a  destructive  explosion  of  ordnance  stores  occurred  at  Mar¬ 
shall’s  warehouse  in  this  city.  A  portion  of  the  ammunition  surren¬ 
dered  to  General  Canby  by  General  Richard  Taylor,  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  service,  had  been  placed  in  Marshall’s  warehouse  preparatory 
to  transportation  to  the  bombproofs  in  the  forts,  and  by  some  unex¬ 
plained  accident  the  explosion  occurred  at  this  place. 

The  entire  adjoining  portion  of  the  city  was  shortly  in  flames, 
and  a  fresh  south  wind  assisted  the  work  of  destruction. 

The  loss  of  life  has  not  been  ascertained,  but  it  is  already  known  to 
be  very  large. 

I  visited  the  scene  of  the  fire,  and  with  a  large  force  of  sailors  was 
enabled  to  do  some  service,  the  presence  of  the  sailors  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  the  exploding  shells  tending  much  to  restore  a  partial 
feeling  of  confidence  to  the  firemen  and  others,  who  were  prevented 
by  the  bursting  shells  from  working  to  advantage  in  extinguishing 
the  fire. 

I  regret  that  two  of  our  men  were  killed  during  the  afternoon. 

I  desire  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  gallantry  displayed 
by  Quartermaster  John  Cooper,  of  the  staff,  a  medal  man  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  who,  at  the  risk  of  being  blown  to  pieces  by  ex¬ 
ploding  shells,  advanced  through  the  burning  locality  to  rescue  a 
wounded  man  from  what  would  have  been  certain  death.  His  efforts 
were  successful,  and  he  returned  carrying  the  man  on  his  back. 

Very  respectfully, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  Mobile, 


E.  Simpson, 
Fleet  Captain. 

Ala. 


U.  S.  S.  Cowslip, 
Mobile,  Ala.,  May  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  3 : 20  p.  m.  on  the 
25th  instant,  a  few  moments  after  the  explosion  of  the  magazine 
in  Marshall’s  warehouse,  with  your  permission  I  got  underway  and 
proceeded  to  the  scene  of  destruction.  The  schooner  Orville,  loaded 
with  hay,  was  lying  very  near  some  burning  barges  and  in  imminent 
danger.  I  took  her  in  tow  and  brought  her  to  a  place  of  safety  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  I  then  steamed  up  the  river  to  where 
the  Kate  Dale  was  burning,  to  see  if  there  were  any  persons  on 
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board  in  need  of  assistance.  I  then  ran  back  toward  the  fire,  and 
succeeded  in  saving  the  bark  TV.  G.  Anderson ,  then  at  anchor  opposite 
the  burning  pile  and  against  which  the  hulk  of  a  burning  steamer 
was  drifting,  and  also  took  the  steamer  N.  TV.  Thomas  in  tow,  and 
succeeded  in  anchoring  them  all  safely  beyond  reach  of  the  fire.  I 
then  steamed  up  to  the  dock,  and,  finding  I  could  render  no  further 
assistance,  I  returned  to  my  former  position  near  the  flagship. 

While  returning  from  the  Kate  Dale  I  dispatched  a  boat  to  steamer 
T amaulipas,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  A.  Kalinski,  to  render  her 
or  others  any  assistance  in  his  power.  When  he  returned  he  reported 
that  he  had  removed  three  wounded  men  from  the  T amaulipas  to  the 
S eh  ago ,  and  before  returning  went  on  shore  and  reported  to  Com¬ 
mander  E.  Simpson  for  any  duty  to  which  he  might  assign  him. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com¬ 
mand  for  the  manner  in  which  they  performed  the  duties  to  which 
they  were  called. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Bacon, 

>  Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron ,  Mobile ,  Ala. 


Letter  from  Major  Fredberg ,  TJ .  S.  Army ,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 

Thatcher ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  telegram  from  Major-General 

Canby  regarding  troops  for  Apalachicola. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  May  26,  1865. 

The  following  telegram  has  j  ust  been  received : 

New  Orleans,  May  26,  1865. 

Major  Fredberg,  in  charge  of  our  headquarters  at  Mobile,  will  report  to  you 
when  the  troops  intended  for  Apalachicola  have  all  embarked.  One  steamer 
with  troops  for  that  command  is  already  at  Barrancas,  and  I  desire  that  the 
other  steamers  in  the  convoy  stop  at  that  place,  so  that  the  whole  fleet,  together 
with  General  Asboth,  who  goes  to  locate  the  new  post,  can  proceed  all  together 
to  their  destination. 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major-General. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Mobile,  Ala. 

To  this  I  would  most  respectfully  add  that  as  soon  as  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  Department  can  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  for  the 
troops  I  shall  at  once  report  the  fact  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Alfred  Fredberg, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  off  Mobile,  Ala. 
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Instructions  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Com¬ 
mander  Crosby ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  be  followed  during  the  absence  of 
the  former  from  the  station  off  Mobile. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  May  26, 1865. 

_  Sir  :  During  my  absence  from  this  port  you  will  exercise  a  super¬ 
vision  of  all  the  duties  of  senior  and  commanding  officer  of  the  naval 
forces  off  and  north  of  Dog  River  Bar. 

Advance  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  raising  and  repairs  of  the  tug¬ 
boats  Glasgow  and  Althea ,  as  well  as  the  repairs  on  the  ironclads,  the 
first  of  which,  when  ready  for  service,  will  proceed  at  once  to  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Morgan  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  of  the  Third 
Division  or  senior  officer  present  for  duty. 

The  paroled  officers  and  men  of  the  late  Confederate  naval  forces 
in  these  waters  will  be  furnished  with  transportation  to  the  nearest 
points  to  their  homes  as  they  apply  for  the  same.  This  transporta¬ 
tion  has  been  tendered  by  Major-General  Canby  in  any  army  vessels 
under  his  orders,  but  to  no  point  north  of  Hampton  Roads  will  they 
be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gidf  Squadron. 
Commander  Peirce  Crosby, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet ,  off  Dog  River  Bar. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- 
General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting  to  be  present  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  with  Confederate  commissioner  at  New  Orleans. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale,  off  Mobile,  {May  26,*  1865.'] 
General  :  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Texas  from  Colonel  Ashbel 
Smith,  commanding  at  Galveston,  to  say  that  General  Magruder 
would  send  a  commissioner  to  New  Orleans,  who  desired  to  see  you. 
I  ircinieclicitely  ordered  Captain  Sands,  senior  officer  on  the  coast  to 
dispatch  this  commissioner  at  once  to  New  Orleans  in  one  of  our 
fast  vessels,  and  on  his  arrival  I  would  like  to  be  present,  if  agreeable 
to  you,  to  negotiate  for  any  naval  surrender  which  the  rebels  may 
have  for  me.  I  have  a  vessel  in  readiness  to  convoy  your  troops  if 
you  will  please  advise  me  of  time  and  place  of  departure,  which  may 
be  arranged  when  I  see  you  at  New  Orleans.  I  shall  probably  <r0  to 
Texas  m  the  steamer  A.  R.  Cuyler ,  which  I  have  here,  but  after  going 
to  Few  Orleans.  I  furnish  General  Granger  with  the  information  at 
o  a.  m.  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  „  .  ,  ,  H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gidf  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Army  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

May  ha\  e  been  written  May  24.  See  Granger  to  Christensen,  p.  196. 
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Hdqrs.  Mil.  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  May  26, 1865. 

%  the  terms  of  the  convention  entered  into  to-day  the  men  and 
material  of  the  C.  S.  Navy  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  are 
to  be  surrendered  to  the  Mississippi  and  West  Gulf  Squadrons.  As 
the  commissioners  desire  to  return  at  once,  I  will  ask  Captain  Greene 
to  act  for  you.  Will  you  please  confirm  this  ? 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Major -General,  Commanding . 

Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Comdg.  T Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 

[Same  to  Admiral  Lee,  substituting  Captain  Foster’s  name  for 
Captain  Greene.] 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Mil.  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans ,  May  26,  1865. 

The  arrangement  in  regard  to  matters  west  of  the  river  is  so  far 
completed  that  the  necessary  papers  will  in  all  probability  be  signed 
at  a  convention  to  be  held  this  afternoon.  I  have  invited  Captain 
Greene  to  represent  you  on  the  occasion. 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

M  aj  or  -General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Mobile,  Ala. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  promising  assistance  in  recovery  of  naval 
property  reported  to  be  at  Montgomery ,  Ala. 

Hdqrs.  Army  and  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  May  26,  1865. 

Admiral:  In  the  absence  of  Major-General  Canby,  I  have  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yester¬ 
day’s  date,  relating  to  certain  plans,  documents,  and  papers  connected 
with  the  Pensacola  navy  yard,  as  well  as  the  apparatus  of  the  light¬ 
house,  reported  to  be  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  to  say  that  Major- 
General  A.  J.  Smith,  commanding  U.  S.  forces  in  northern  Alabama, 
Montgomery,  will  be  instructed  to  use  every  effort  to  recover  this 
property,  and,  if  found,  to  forward  it  to  your  care. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Alfred  Fredberg, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale ,  off  Mobile,  Ala. 
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Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Kanawha. 

Navy  Department,  May  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  the  Department 
directs  you  to  send  the  U.  S.  S.  Kanawha  north. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Mobile. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  forward  information  regarding  the  laying 
up  of  ironclads  and  iron  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  May  29,  1865. 
Sir:  Having  in  view  the  laying  up  of  the  ironclads  and  iron  vessels 
m  your  squadron,  the  Department  desires  your  opinion  as  to  the  most 
suitable  locality  within  the  limits  of  your  command  for  the  purpose, 
and  to  be  informed  upon  what  conditions  a  suitable  place  can  be  pro¬ 
cured.  Fresh  water  is  necessary,  and  the  locality  should  be  perfectlv 
secure. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  II.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear- 

Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  laying  up  at  New 

Orleans  of  the  TJ .  S.  ironclads  Choctaw  and  Lafayette. 

Mound  City,  May  29,  1865. 

Admiral:  The  Department  has  ordered  me,  under  date  of  22d  of 
May,  to  lay  up  the  ironclads  Choctaw  and  Lafayette  in  ordinary  at 
New  Orleans,  turning  them  over  to  you  when  stripped  and  the 
officers  and  men  are  detached.  The  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Re¬ 
cruiting  authorizes  me,  under  date  of  May  11,  to  transfer  surplus 
men  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  after  laying  up  the  vessels  of  this 
squadron.  I  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster  to  send 
the  Choctaw  and  Tmfayette  to  New  Orleans,  in  charge  of  a  regular 
officer,  to  report  to  you,  execute  the  Department’s  order,  and  brino- 
back  the  officers  of  those  vessels  in  a  tinclad  which  will  accompany 
them  for  the  purpose.  J 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

.  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  II.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Canby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  transmitting  correspondence  regard¬ 
ing  affairs  on  the  Texas  Coast. 


U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

1-4-8  Canal  Street ,  New  Orleans ,  Z«.,  June  1 , 1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  dispatches 
this  moment  received  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  naval  forces 
on  the  coast  of  Texas,  which,  with  the  correspondence  between  Cap¬ 
tain  B.  F.  Sands  and  General  Magruder,  will  inform  you  of  the 
present  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Texas  coast.  From  private  infor¬ 
mation  received  by  the  Florida  (just  arrived),  I  infer  that  a  mob 
has  possession  of  Galveston  and  its  defenses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  E.  E.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Army  and  Division  of  1 Vest  Mississippi. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  May  29,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  send  in  by  flag  of  truce  the  enclosed  communication 
directed  to  the  commanding  officer  at  mouth  of  Brazos  (Velasco), 
which  I  have  just  received  from  Major-General  Magruder,  command¬ 
ing  District  of  Texas,  etc.,  with  a  request  to  forward  it. 

Let  all  your  communications  with  the  shore  be  by  flag  of  truce 
during  the  negotiations  which  are  now  pending,  and  commit  no  act 
that  would  interrupt  them. 

B.  F.  Sands, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Lieutenant  J.  K.  Beers, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Penguin ,  off  Velasco. 


U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  May  30, 1865. 

Admiral  :  Yesterday  a  flag  of  truce  from  Galveston  brought  me  a 
communication  from  Major-General  Magruder,  a  copy  of  which  I 
herewith  enclose,  together  with  my  reply,  which  I  hope  will  meet  your 
approval.  I  had  not  the  force  to  garrison  and  hold  those  places,  and 
I  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  not  to  commit  any  act  that  would  inter¬ 
rupt  or  retard  the  present  negotiations.  The  people  and  army  of 
Texas,  are  very  much  excited  and  divided  in  regard  to  these  negotia¬ 
tions,  and  we  must  be  very  cautious  not  to  act  so  as  to  embarrass  the 
commissioners.  I  did  not  acceed  to  their  proposition  for  an  armis¬ 
tice,  as  I  wished  to  reserve  the  right  to  act  if  you  should  not  approve 
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of  my  course,  but  I  have  refrained  from  any  act  that  might  interfere 
with  the  negotiations  pending. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Third.  Division 

West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  W est  Gulf  Squadron. 


IIdqrs.  District  of  Texas,  N.  Mex.,  and  Arizona, 

Houston ,  May  27,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  25th  instant,  with  which  I  am  satisfied. 

It  may  be  desirable  to  remove  some  troops  from  Galveston  Island 
and  substitute  others,  but  I  have  to  assure  you  that  there  will  be  no 
increase  or  diminution  of  the  garrison  at  that  place,  and  I  have  given 
the  order  to  Colonel  [Walter  L.]  Mann,  commanding  at  Galveston, 
to  impress  upon  his  men  to  do  no  act  to  disturb  the  present  relations 
existing  between  the  fleet  and  the  garrison. 

I  have  left,  small  garrisons  at  Sabine  Pass  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Brazos.  I  would  suggest,  in  the  same  sincere  spirit  which  you  mani¬ 
fest,  to  settle  these  momentous  difficulties  between  the  State  of  Texas 
and  the  United  States,  that  you  give  orders  without  delay  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  blockading  squadron  off  Sabine  Pass  and  the 
month  of  the  Brazos  to  preserve  the  status  which  at  present  exists 
until  the  termination  of  the  present  negotiations,  or  until  you  have 
received  other  instructions  from  the  proper  United  States  authorities 
and  I  enclose  you  copies  of  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  at 
Sabine  Pass  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
request  that  you  will  send  by  steamer  under  flag  of  truce  as  addressed, 
bhey  are  left  open  for  your  perusal.  The  delivery  of  these  two  orders 
will,  i  think,  insure  the  continuance  of  the  present  status 

.  he  frankness  with  which  I  submit  these  orders  to  you  is  the  best 
evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intention  to  act  in  perfect  good  faith. 
The  headquarters  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  having  been 
moved  to  this  place,  General  Smith,  commanding  the  Trans-Missis 
sippi  Department,  will  be  here  to-day.  Should  he  disapprove  of  the 
course  I  have  pursued,  you  will  be  immediately  notified ;  but  should 
you  hear  nothing  further  from  me,  you  may  consider  that  General 
omith  has  approved  of  my  actions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-General,  Commanding  District  Texas 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  ^  MeaAc0 ’  and  Ari^ona- 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  off  Galveston. 
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U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  May  29, 1865. 

.  ^IR‘  ®  ^he  llonor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communica¬ 
tion  ot  2 7 th  instant,  expressing  your  satisfaction  with  mine  of  25th 
instant  and  enclosing  copy  of  your  orders  to  your  commanding  offi¬ 
cers  at  ha  bine  Pass  and  Velasco,  with  request  to  forward  them  by 
steamer  under  flag  of  truce  as  addressed. 

I  have  to  state  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States 
vessel  blockading  off  Sabine  Pass  has  reported,  to  me  the  evacua¬ 
tion  by  the  forces  of  the  forts  there,  on  the  24th  instant,  and  that 
upon  visiting  them  he  found  the  guns  spiked  and  forts  abandoned. 
1  have  a  similar  report  from  the  commanding  officer  off  Velasco; 
and  m  a  spirit  not  to  interrupt  the  negotiations  now  pending  I 
have  not  occupied  those  places,  and  I  will  direct  that  all  communi¬ 
cation  there  shall  be  by  flag  of  truce. 

Appreciating  the  frankness  with  which  you  submit  to  me  your 
orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  those  places,  I  will  dispatch 
them  as  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient 
servant, 


B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain ,  United  /States  Navy , 
Commanding  3d  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Major-General  J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Commanding  District  of  Texas ,  etc.: 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Texas,  N.  Mex.,  and  Arizona, 

Houston ,  May  31,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  the  29th  instant.  I  assure 
you  I  appreciate  highly  the  delicacy  of  the  course  you  have  pursued 
toward  me. 

I  was  not  aware  of  the  evacuation  of  Sabine  Pass  and  Velasco 
when  I  gave  the  orders  alluded  to ;  otherwise  I  would  not  have  given 
you  the  trouble  of  communicating  with  those  places. 

I  am,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 
Major-General ,  Commanding  District  of  Texas. 

Commodore  Sands, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Fleet  off  Galveston. 


Order  of  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Eaton ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Morgan. 

Navy  Department,  May  30, 1865. 

Sir:  On  the  31st  instant  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Morgan  on 
another  trip  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron, 'governing  yourself  by  the 
general  instructions  heretofore  addressed  to  you. 
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Touch  at  Key  West  going  out  and  returning,  also  at  Hampton 
Roads  returning.  Enter  the  port  of  New  York  as  usual. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  B.  Eaton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Morgan ,  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  1865. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  has  been  directed  to  deliver  to  you  a 
quantity  of  ordnance  stores  for  transportation  to  Pensacola.  Receive 
and  forward  them. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron , 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Ossipee,  regarding  execution  of  orders  for  convoy  duty. 

* 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Mobile  Bay,  May  31,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  Admiral 
Thatcher’s  telegram,  dated  the  29th  instant,  received  on  the  same 
night,  for  the  Ossipee  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  convoy  troops  to 
the  coast  of  Texas  and  to  put  myself  in  communication  with  the 
military  commander  and  arrange  with  him  time  and  place  of  depar¬ 
ture,  I  proceeded  to  Mobile  on  the  morning  of  yesterday,  the  30th, 
and  succeeded  the  same  evening  in  communicating  my  orders  to 
General  Granger,  who  in  reply  stated  he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for 
a  convoy.  General  Granger  could  not  fix  upon  any  particular  time 
for  his  departure,  but  did  not  think  he  would  be  ready  to  leave  under 
ten  days,  if  so  soon. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  represent  to  you  the  result  of  my  interview 
for  the  information  of  the  admiral  commanding  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron,  especially  as  this  ship,  from  the  exceeding  slow  rate  of 
speed,  is  not  particularly  well  adapted  for  convoying,  nor  is  she, 
from  her  present  condition  of  hull  and  machinery,  in  a  very  good 
condition  for  cruising.  I  will,  however,  as  far  as  is  in  my  power, 
endeavor  to  have  the  ship  in  readiness  to  obey  the  admiral’s  order. 
I  deem  it  proper  also  to  remark  that  should  there  be  much  delay  we 
may  be  embarrassed  for  coal,  as  I  have  not  been  enabled  to  fill  up, 
and  the  coal  received  last  night  was  of  most  miserable  description. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy,  Commander. 

Captain  George  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Mobile  Bay. 
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0rder  °f  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 

Crosby,  L.S.  Navy,  for  repairs  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Cowslip. 


si  7  rv  U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  148  Canal  Street,  New  Orleans,  La.,  May  31, 1865. 

Sirj  As  soon  as  the  Narcissus  is  ready  for  service  you  will  send 
t  ie  U.  S.  8.  Cowslip  to  Pensacola  for  such  repairs  as  are  necessary 
to  keep  her  in  running  order. 

Respectfully,  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

. ,  Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby, 

U.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  Senior  Officer  Present,  Mobile ,  Ala. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- 
General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  evacuation  of  the 
enemy's  posts. 


U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

N 0. 148  Canal  Street,  New  Orleans ,  La.,  May  31, 1865. 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  the  23d  instant  has  just  reached  me. 
In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  from  every  appearance  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  posts  of  the  enemy  are  being  evac¬ 
uated;  and,  although  I  have  nothing  official  from  Brashear  City,  I 
have  an  official  dispatch,  dated  “  Off  Sabine  Pass,  25th  of  May,”  to 
the  effect  that  Forts  Mannahasset  and  Griffin  have  been  evacuated 
and  that  the  United  States  flag  was  hoisted  by  one  of  our  gunboats 
on  the  walls.  If,  general,  you  still  deem  it  necessar}^  to  place  an¬ 
other  gunboat  off  Brashear  City  I  will  endeavor  to  do  so. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Thatcher,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transportation  of  garri¬ 
sons  for  Texas  coast. 


Hdqrs.  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  May  31,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  this  date  and  to  state  that  garrisons  will  be  sent  to  all  points 
on  the  Texas  coast  as  fast  as  transportation  can  be  procured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Ganby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  desertion  of  fort  at 
Matagorda. 


Naval  Headquarters, 

1J/.8  Canal  Street ,  New  Orleans,  May  31,  I860. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  official  advices  have 
reached  me  to  the  effect  that  the  old  fort  at  Matagorda  is  entirely 
deserted  and  that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  light-draft  vessel 
from  going  into  the  pass.  Two  boats  from  gunboat  Virginia  passed 
in  on  the  22d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Army  and  Division  of  Mississippi. 


Order  of  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 

Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reduction  of  the  West  Gulf 

Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  31, 1865. 

Sir:  Reduce  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  to  the  following  number  of 
steamers  with  all  possible  dispatch,  viz : 

Six  tugboats,  fifteen  other  steamers,  one  monitor  ironclad,  one  Mis¬ 
sissippi  ironclad. 

You  can  have  in  addition  such  store  vessels  as  may  be  required  in 
connection  with  this  force. 

Select  the  most  efficient  vessels  for  retention  and  send  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  a  list  of  them.  Lay  up  the  surplus  ironclads  at  New  Orleans. 

Such  of  the  surplus  purchased  vessels  as  can  possibly  be  sold  at 
New  Orleans  may  be  retained  there  for  that  purpose,  and  will  be  sold 
under  directions  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  all 
others,  both  purchased  and  Regular  Navy,  must  be  sent  North  before 
the  middle  of  July,  one-half  of  them  to  New  York,  one-quarter  to 
Philadelphia,  and  the  remainder  to  Boston,  if  they  are  in  a  condition 
to  make  the  voyage ;  otherwise  not. 

Fill  up  the  vessels  that  remain  as  the  fixed  force  of  the  squadron 
with  their  complement  of  officers  and  men.  Retain  for  this  purpose 
good  volunteer  officers,  so  far  as  possible  those  who  wish  to  continue 
a  while  longer  in  the  service,  and  send  North  all  other  volunteer 
officers  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Of  the 
men,  send  home  those  who  have  the  least  time  to  serve. 

When  the  squadron  is  reduced  as  above  ordered,  it  is  desirable  that 
Pensacola  should  be  the  depot,  and  all  repairs  be  made  at  that  yard  if 
possible. 

In  forwarding  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  vessels  retained, 
send  with  it  lists  of  the  officers  of  each  and  complete  muster  rolls  of 
their  crews,  the  latter  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting. 

All  property  hitherto  belonging  to  the  rebel  Naval  Department,  or 
that  was  under  its  control,  will  be  taken  possession  of  by  you  and 
an  account  taken,  with  an  estimate  of  the  value  thereof,  and'fo'rwarded 
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to  this  Department.  If  such  property  is  in  possession  of  the  United 
"  P; .  es  military  forces,  make  a  written  request  for  it  and  report  your 
action  to  this  Department  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be  dve'n  by 
the  VV  ar  Department  for  its  delivery  to  the  Navy. 

Economize  in  the  use  of  coal  and  give  directions  to  all  vessels  to 
keep  steam  down,  except  in  an  emergency,  of  which  the  senior  officer 
snail  judge,  under  directions  of  the  commander  of  the  squadron. 

,,  1  de;  tlxtl®  °11’  S(luadron  imder  your  command  will  hereafter  be 
the  \\  est  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  _  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  II.  K.  Thatcher, 

6  ommanding  T Vest  Gulf  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  11 .  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  evacuation  of  the  defenses  of  Sabine  Pass. 

No.  144.]  ^  U.  S.  Naval  Headquarters, 

No.  ITS  Canal  Street ,  New  Orleans ,  La .,  May  31 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  a  dispatch 
under  date  of  the  25th  instant  was  this  day  received  from  Captain 
B.  1 .  Sands,  reporting  the  evacuation  of  the  defenses  of  Sabine  Pass 
(Forts  Mannahasset  and  Griffin).  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant- 
Commander  L.  IV.  Pennington  hoisted  the  United  States  flag  on  these 
forts.  The  guns,  5  in  number,  were  all  spiked.  Fort  Griffin  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  having  five  bombproofs  covered  with  2  feet-of  solid  timber, 
2  layers  of  railroad  iron,  and  4  feet  of  earth  on  top.  There  were  four 
magazines  of  like  construction.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Pennington  not  having  force  to  hold  the  forts,  retired  to  his 
vessel,  leaving  the  American  flag  flying. 

Under  date  of  the  27th  instant  Captain  Sands  reports  that  the 
rebel  army  of  Texas  have  generally  disbanded  and  gone  home.  The 
terms  of  surrender  recently  executed  in  this  city  between  the  rebel 
commissioners  sent  by  General  Kirby  Smith  and  General  Canby, 
U.  S.  Army,  having  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  rebels,  it. 
only  remains  to  occupy  the  fortifications.  With  regard  to  the  rebel 
naval  force  in  Texas,  I  am  assured  by  the  Confederate  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Jonathan  [II.]  Carter,  who  is  now  here  and  declares 
himself  to  be  the  senior  naval  officer,  that  there  is  no  naval  property, 
nor  any  officers  in  Texas  on  the  seaboard,  and  only  one  vessel  in  the 
Red  River  (the  ram  Missouri ),  which  will  be  surrendered  to  the 
commander  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron. 

I  propose,  so  soon  as  General  Canby  is  ready  to  occupy  Galveston, 
to  place  two  or  three  gunboats  of  light  draft  within  the  harbor  for 
.the  present  to  aid  the  military  authorities  in  preserving  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  V .  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Oanby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  announcing  the  evacuation  of  Forts 
Mannahasset  and  Griffin ,  defenses  at  Sabine  Pass. 


Naval  Headquarters, 

H8  Canal  Street ,  New  Orleans ,  May  31 , 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Texas  forts, 
Mannahasset  and  Griffin,  commanding  the  approaches  to  Sabine  Pass, 
have  been  evacuated  after  spiking  the  guns.  The  United  States  flag 
was  raised  by  the  commander  of  the  Otvasco ,  gunboat.  Griffin  has 
five  bombproofs  and  five  guns.  Bombproofs  covered  with  2  feet  solid 
timber,  2  layers  of  railroad  iron,  and  4  feet  of  earth  on  top.  Four 
magazines  are  constructed  in  like  manner.  Mannahasset  mounts  four 
guns.  ^  These  forts  could  not  be  occupied  for  want  of  sufficient  men. 
The  Stonewall  surrendered  to  the  Spanish  authorities  on  the  20th 
instant,  after  a  summons  from  Admiral  Stribling  from  his  fleet. 

Very  respectfully, 


Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby. 


H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


Vessels  attached  to  West  Gulf  Squadron ,  June  1,  1865. 


Name. 


Class. 


No.  of 
guns. 


Albatross . 

Althea . 

Anderson,  W.  G 
Antona . 


Screw .  7 

Screw .  1 

Bark .  8 

Screw .  5 


Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Mundy . 

Actg.  Master  H.  Tibbits 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Harden. 


Arkansas... 
Aroostook. . 

Arthur . 

Bloomer  ... 

Bohio . 

Buckthorn . 
Carrabasset 
Cayuga  .... 
Charlotte  .. 
Chickasaw  . 
Chocura.... 
Cornubia. . . 

Corypheus  . 

Cowslip 


Screw .  5 

Screw .  7 

Bark .  6 

Stern  wheel  2 

Brig . 

Screw .  2 

Stern  wheel  6 

Screw .  7 

Schooner...  2 

Ironclad  ...  4 

Screw .  4 

Side-wheel .  5 

Schooner...  4 

Side-wheel .  2 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  Kirby.. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  S.  Skerrett. . . 
Actg. Vol.  Lieut.  J.  E.  Stannard 

Mate  A.  Whiting . 

Actg.  Master  W.  M.  Stannard 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  Ellms . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Leonard. . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  Wilson . 

Mate  A.  Whiting . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  II.  Perkins 
Lieut.  Comdr.  R.W.  Meade,  jr 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  A. 
Johnstone. 

Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  J.  Rob¬ 
inson. 

Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Bacon. . 


Cincinnati . . 
Cuyler,  R.  R. 
Dinsmore,  A 


Ironclad  ... 

Screw . 

Screw . 


11  Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  Brown  .. 

12  Comdr.  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell 

4  Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  B.  Crowe!  i 


Elk . 

Estrella . 

Fearnot . 

Fort  Gaines . . 
Fort  Jackson. 

Genesee . 

Gertrude . 

Glasgow . 

Glide . 

Grand  Gulf... 
Hollyhock  . . . 
Houston,  Sam 


Stern  wheel 
Side-wheel . 

Ship . 

Stern  wheel 
Side-wheel . 
Side-wheel . 

Screw . 

Side-wheel . 
Stern  wheel 

Screw . 

Side-wheel . 
Schooner... 


Ida . 

Itasca  . 

Jackson,  J.  P. 


Screw . 

Screw . 

Side-wheel . 


6  A.  V.  Lieut.  N.  M.  Dyer . 

5  Lieut.  M.  L.  Johnson . 

5  Acting  Master  A.  Rich... 

4  Acting  Master  J.R.  Hamilton. 

7  Capt.  B.  F.  Sands . 

8  Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Irwin _ 

8  Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.C.  Dean  !  ' 

2  .Acting  Master  E.  Kemble _ 

6  Acting  Master  L.S.  Fickett. 

11  Comdr.  J.  Downes . 

3  Pilot  B.  Tarbell . 

1  Act.  Vol.  Lieut,  and  Pilot  M." 

Freeman. 

2  . 

4  Lieut.  Comdr.  N.  Green  .. 

6  Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  R.  Yates . 


Jasmine 


Screw 


2  Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton _ 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Coast  of  Texas. 

Waiting  repairs  at  Mobile. 
Off  Mobile. 

New  Orleans,  with  commis¬ 
sioners  from  Galveston. 
New  Orleans. 

New  Orleans,  repairing. 
Pensacola  Bav. 

Do. 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Berwick  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

New  Orleans,  for  repairs. 

Off  Galveston. 

Off  Dog  River  Bar. 

Dispatch  boat  between  Mo¬ 
bile  and  New  Orleans. 
Mobile  Bay. 

NewOrleahs,  waiting  orders. 
Dispatch  between  New  Or- 
.  leans  and  Texas. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

New  Orleans,  repairing. 
New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain. 

Off  Galveston. 

Off  Mobile. 

Off  Galveston. 

Sunk  off  Mobile. 

Berwick  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

Mississippi  River. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Sunk  off  Mobile  by  torpedo. 
Off  Mobile. 

Pensacola  navy  yard  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Pensacola  Bay. 
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Name. 

Class. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Kanawha . 

4 

Katahdin . 

Kennebec . 

5 

Kitta  tinny . 

Schooner . . . 

6 

Kickapoo . 

Ironclad.... 

4 

Kuhn,  J.  C . 

Bark . 

6 

Lackawanna . 

Screw . 

14 

Metacomet . 

Side-wheel  . 

10 

Meteor . 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Milwaukee . 

Ironclad. . . . 

4 

Screw  .. 

1 

New  London . 

Screw . 

5 

Nyanza . 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Octorara . 

Side-wheel  . 

10 

12 

13 

0  wasco . 

Screw . 

5 

Osage . 

Ironclad.... 

2 

Pampero . 

Ship . 

6 

Pembina . 

5 

Penguin . 

Screw  .. 

7 

Penobscot . 

Screw . 

4 

Pink . 

Screw . 

3 

Pinola . 

Screw . 

4 

Pocahontas . 

Screw  .... 

6 

Potomac . 

Frigate . 

42 

Port  Royal . 

Side-wheel  . 

10 

18 

7 

Preston . 

Screw . 

3 

Richmond . 

Screw . 

22 

Rose . 

Screw . 

2 

Sciota . 

Screw . 

Sebago . 

Side-wheel . 

10 

Selma . 

Side-wheel . 

Seminole . 

Screw . 

9 

Stockdale . 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Tallahatchie . 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Tritonia . 

Side-wheel  . 

3 

3 

Sloop . 

10 

Virginia . 

Screw . 

7 

Winnebago . 

Ironclad.... 

4 

M.  A.  Wood . 

Schooner... 

3 

Side-wheel  . 

Side-wheel  . 

Morgan . 

Side-wheel  . 

8 

Nashville . 

Ironclad.... 

4 

Commanding  officer. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  B.  Ta-ylor _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  H.  Greene  . . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  Abbot . 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  J.  Blasdell... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  M.  P.  Jones _ 

Actg.  Master  G.  F.  Wilkins... 

Capt.  G.  F.  Emmons . 

Commander  P.  Crosby . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  B. 
Du  Bois. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Pensacola  navy  yard  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Off  San  Luis  and  Velasco. 

Off  Galveston. 

Off  Mobile. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Mobile. 

Off  Mobile,  engaged  in  rais¬ 
ing  vessels  sunk  by  a  tor¬ 
pedo  in  Blakely  River. 


Actg.  Master  W.  Harcourt _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  Godfrey. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Bou- 
telle. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  W.  Low.'... 
Commander  T.  H.  Stevens  ... 
Commander  Wm.  E.  Le  Roy . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  L.  W. 
Pennington. 


Actg.  Master  0.  Colburn . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  G.  Maxwell. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  R.  Beers. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  E.  K.Benham 

Actg.  Master  S.  Belden . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  Erben . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  R  Wallace.. 

Commander  A.  Gibson . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  Gherardi _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  R.  Franklin. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  C. 
F.  W.  Behm. 

Actg. Vol.  Lieut.  J.  R. Wheeler 
Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 


Actg.  Ens.  W.  D.  Maddocks... 
Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Magune 
Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  B.  Harmony . 

Actg.  Master  J.  II.  Allen . 

Comdr.  A.  G.  Clary . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  Edwards. 
Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin  .. 
Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Wiggin. 

Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Wells . 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  W.  M’Gloin. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Brown 
Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  A.  Kirkland 
Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett . . . 
Actg.  Master  A.  S.  Megathlin  . 

Actg.  Ens.  F.  R.  Iaschke . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  J.  Gibbs.. 


Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Off  Rio  Grande  and  Brazos. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Coast  of  Texas. 

Sunk  by  torpedo  in  Blakely 
River. 

S.  W.  Pass,  Mississippi  River. 
New  Orleans,  for  repairs. 

Off  Sabine  Pass. 

Off  Galveston. 

Pensacola,  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Off  Galveston. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

New  Orleans,  for  repairs. 
New  Orleans. 

Off  Galveston. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Sunkbyatorpedoin  Blakely 
River. 

Off  Mobile. 

Mobile  for  repairs. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  city  of  Mobile. 

Pensacola  for  repairs. 
Mobile  Bay. 

Off  Ship  Island. 

Off  Galveston. 

Off  city  of  Mobile 
Off  Mobile. 

Surrendered  by  Commodore 
Farrand,  and  now  off  Mo¬ 
bile. 

Still  aground  at  junction  of 
Alabama  and  Tensas 
rivers. 


Report  of  M  ajor-General  Canhy,  U.  S.  Army ,  commanding  Military 
Division  of  West  Mississippi ,  regarding  surrender  of  Confederate 
forces. 

Hdqrs.  Mil.  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

•  New  Orleans ,  [Za.],  June  1.  1865. 
Sir: 

*  ****** 

The  notice  to  Taylor  was  accompanied  by  an  offer  of  terms,  which 

were  accepted,  and  the  articles  signed  at  Citronelle  on  the  5th  [4th] 
of  May,  Admiral  Thatcher  acting  for  the  Navy,  and  arranging  for 
the  surrender  of  the  rebel  naval  forces.  The  Sixteenth  Corps  and 
Grierson’s  cavalry,  the  whole  under  A.  J.  Smith,  were  left  to  occupy 
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middle  and  southern  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  Steele’s  and  Ben¬ 
ton’s  commands  were  brought  back  and  preparations  commenced  for 
operations  west  of  the  Mississippi.  While  these  were  progressing 
I  was  instructed  by  the  lieutenant-general  that  the  main  expedition 
against  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  would  move  from  the 
Arkansas  and  that  I  would  cooperate  with  an  expedition  moving  by 
water  against  Galveston.  This  was  subsequently  abandoned,  and  by 
direction  from  the  same  authority  an  expedition  of  12,000  men  was 
fitted  out  and  sent  under  Steele  to  the  Rio  Grande.  In  the  meantime 
proposals  looking  to  the  surrender  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  army  and 
navy  were  made  to  me,  and  on  the  26th  of  May  the  surrender  was 
concluded  by  the  convention  of  that  date,  Captain  Greene,  the 
senior  officer,  representing  the  U.  S.  Navy  at  the  conference.  Troops 
were  immediately  sent  to  occupy  the  surrendered  territory,  but  before 
they  had  reached  their  destinations  the  rebel  forces,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  few  organizations,  had  passed  beyond  the  control  of  their 
officers  and  dispersed  to  their  homes,  taking  with  them  a  large  part 
of  the  property  that  had  been  surrendered. 

In  these  operations,  as  well  as  during  the  whole  period  of  my  com¬ 
mand  in  the  Southwest,  I  was  materially  aided  by  the  zealous  and 
efficient  cooperation  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  West  Gulf  and  Missis¬ 
sippi  squadrons,  and  a  more  effective  acknowledgment  than  mine  is 
due  to  Admiral  Farragut,  Commodore  Palmer,  Admiral  Thatcher, 
successive  commanders  of  the  West  Gulf,  and  Admirals  Porter  and 
Lee,  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  to  their  subordinates  in  both 
squadrons. 

******  * 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canbt, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Chief  of  Staff, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  /S'.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Canhy,  U.  S.  Army ,  requesting  information  regarding  terms  of  sur¬ 
render  of  C  on  federate  forces. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flagship  Tennessee ,  Mound  City ,  June  1 , 1865. 
General:  Your  telegram  of  May  26  states:  “  By  the  terms  of  the 
convention  entered  into  to-day  the  men  and  material  of  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  States  Navy  in  the  terms  *  are  to  be  surrendered  to  Mississippi 
[and]  West  Gulf  Squadrons.”  I  understand  by  this  that  the  sur¬ 
render  of  the  men  and  material  of  the  Confederate  States  Navy 
within  the  limits  of  my  command  is  to  be  made  to  me  as  commander 
of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  that  such  men  and  material  of  the 
Confederate  States  Navy  as  may  be  at  Galveston  and  other  Gulf 
ports  will  be  surrendered  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  com¬ 
mander  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  as  being  within  the  limits  of  his 
command.  This  course  would  be  regular  and  proper,  and  I  hope  that 


*  In  the  original  dispatch  it  reads  “  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.” 
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it  will  be  observed.  The  same  portion  of  the  rebel  naval  force  should 
not  be  surrendered  to  both  squadrons.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to 
give  me  an  official  copy  of  the  convention  and  acquaint  me  with  the 
steps  you  may  take,  to  avoid  confusion  and  insure  regularity  in  the 
terms  of  surrender  of  the  men  and  material  of  the  Confederate  States 
Navy  within  the  limits  of  my  command,  which  extends  from  New 
Orleans  up  the  Mississippi,  embracing  its  tributaries  and  connecting 
rivers  and  bayous? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Major-General  E.  II.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing 
the  sending  of  U.  S.  S.  Arkansas,  for  sanitary  reasons ,  to  Ports¬ 
mouth,  N .  H. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Stockdale, 

Off  City  of  New  Orleans ,  June  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  or¬ 
dered  the  Arkansas,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  N.  Kirby  com¬ 
manding,  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Portsmouth,  [N.  H.],  as  the 
advancing  hot  season  renders  it  imperative  that  she  should  be  sent 
North  at  once,  having  had  the  yellow  fever  on  board  two  years  in 
succession. 

There  are  several  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel  whom  I  had  intended  to 
try  by  court-martial,  but  to  do  this  would  require  the  detention  of  the 
Arkansas,  which,  for  sanitary  reasons,  is  out  of  the  question.  I  have 
therefore  directed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Arkansas,  on  his 
arrival  at  Portsmouth,  to  report  the  circumstances  to  the  Department 
and  ask  for  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 


Tetter  from  Major-General  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  transportation  for  pris¬ 
oners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  June  5,  I860. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  send  certain  impor¬ 
tant  prisoners  of  state  to  Fort  Pulaski  and  Washington  as  early  as 
possible,  and  take  leave  to  ask  if  you  have  any  gunboat  or  transport 
bound  North  which  could,  without  too  much  inconvenience,  take  these 
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prisoners  and  stop  at  Fort  Pulaski  to  deliver  those  who  are  destined 
for  that  place? 

Very  respectfully,  E.  R.  S.  Canbt, 

Major-  General. 

Rear-Admiral  Id.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Letter  from  M  ajor-General  Canity,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  F itzhugh ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the  removal  of  military 
restrictions  in  western  Louisiana. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans ,  La..  June  6 , 1865. 

The  principal  points  in  western  Louisiana  having  been  occupied  by 
our  forces,  I  have  removed  all  military  restrictions  on  the  movements 
of  persons  and  property  in  that  country.  No  more  military  permits 
or  passes  are  required. 

E.  R.  S.  Canby, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Fitziiugh,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Mouth  of  Red  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
occupation  by  the  U.  S.  naval  forces  of  Galveston ,  Tex. 

No.  151.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  June  8,  1865. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  No.  136,  written  at  Mobile,  I  informed  the 
Department  that  rebel  commissioners  at  Galveston  had  desired  trans¬ 
portation  to  New  Orleans  to  meet  General  Canby  with  a  view  to 
arranging  terms  of  surrender  and  that  I  had  directed  such  transpor¬ 
tation  to  be  furnished. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  May  I  arrived  at  New  Orleans, 
where  I  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  and  during 
that  period  had  several  official  interviews  with  Colonel  Ashbel  Smith, 
the  commander  of  the  defenses  of  Galveston,  who  assured  me  that’ 
there  would  be  no  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  forces  under  his  com¬ 
mand  or  the  people  to  the  occupation  of  Galveston  by  the  Navy.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  I  left  New  Orleans  in  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R. 
Cuyler  and  arrived  off  Galveston  yesterday  at  2  p.  m. 

Captain  Sands  then  informed  me  that  on  the  2d  instant  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  E.  Kirby  Smith  and  Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder  came  on 
board  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson ,  where  they  were  met  by  Brio-adier- 
General  E.  J.  Davis,  representing  Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  and 
the  terms  of  surrender  heretofore  agreed  upon  between  representa¬ 
tives  of  Generals  Smith  and  Canby  were  signed  by  General  E.  Kirby 
Smith. 
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After  the  signing  of  the  articles  of  surrender  Captain  Sands  im¬ 
mediately  took  the  necessary  steps  to  buoy  out  the  channels,  and  on 
the  5th  instant  proceeded  inside  the  bar  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Gornubia , 
followed  by  the  Preston ,  and  landed  at  Galveston,  accompanied  by 
Commander  Stevens,  Commander  Downes,  and  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Wilson.  An  interview  was  held  with  the  mayor,  Charles  H. 
Leonard,  after  which  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  raised  on  the 
custom-house,  the  citizens  conducting  themselves  in  the  most  orderty 
manner.  The  flag  is  now  flying  on  all  the  forts  in  the  harbor,  but 
as  we  have  not  sufficient  force  from  the  fleet  to  garrison  the  latter,  I 
have  directed  the  light-draft  gunboats  Gornubia ,  Preston ,  and  New 
London  to  remain  inside  the  bar,  where  they  will  soon  be  joined  by 
the  Port  Royal.  I  have  also  given  orders  to  Commander  Le  Roy,  of 
the  Ossipee ,  to  convoy  with  his  vessel  the  troops  which  General 
Canby,  it  is  hoped,  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  ready  to  dispatch  to 
occupy  the  different  ports  on  the  coast  already  surrendered  to  us. 

General  Brown,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  on  the  1st  instant,  with  a 
brigade,  took  possession  of  the  garrison  at  Brownsville;  the  other 
ports  on  the  coast  of  Texas  which  have  been  heretofore  blockaded 
by  our  vessels  are  now  held  by  the  naval  forces.  Thus  blockade  run¬ 
ning  from  Galveston  and  the  coast  of  Texas  is  at  an  end. 

To-day  I  went  on  shore  and  had  an  interview  with  the  civil  and  * 
military  authorities,  by  whom  I  was  cordially  received,  and  in  con¬ 
versation  these  gentlemen  expressed  themselves  anxious  for  a  speedy 
restoration  of  the  old  order  of  things,  and  reiterated  their  desire  that 
a  portion  of  our  naval  forces  should  remain  within  the  harbor  for 
their  protection. 

On  this  visit  I  was  accompanied  by  Captain  Sands  and  a  part  of 
my  staff. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  IF ashing  ton,  D.  G. 

p.  S. — The  R.  R.  Guyler  will  now  proceed  to  New  York  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  orders  of  the  Department. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  designating  his  reduced  force  as  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  9 ,  1865. 
Sir  :  When  your  squadron  is  reduced  to  the  number  of  vessels  desig¬ 
nated  in  the  orders  of  the  Department,  dated  May  31,  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  relieve  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stnblmg 
(or,  in  his  absence,  the  senior  officer  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron)  in 
the  command  of  that  squadron ;  and  until  further  orders  there  will 
be  but  one  squadron  on  the  Gulf  coast,  to  be  under  your  command 
and  to  be  distinguished  as  the  Gulf  Squadron,  with  headquarters  at 
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Pensacola.  The  limits  of  the  squadron  will  be  Cape  Florida  on  the 
east  an'd  the  Eio  Grande  on  the  west. 

A  copy  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling’s  order  is  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
arrival  of  vessels  in  Mobile  Bay. 

No.  153.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Mobile  Bay ,  June  12 ,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita ,  Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Haxtun,  in  this 
bay  on  the  10th  instant ;  also  the  supply  steamer  Fort  Morgan. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary -  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashing  ton. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
fitting  of  U .  S.  S.  Estrella  as  his  flagship. 

No.  154.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

Flagship  Estrella ,  Mobile  Bay ,  June  12 ,  1865. 
SiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  had 
the  Estrella  fitted  up  for  my  flagship,  and,  in  order  to  economize 
room,  the  vessel  being  small,  and  to  facilitate  business,  I  have  ap¬ 
pointed  my  flag  lieutenant,  M.  L.  Johnson,  to  command  her. 

A  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Reav- Admiral,  Commanding  T Vest  Gulf  Sguadvon . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Repoit  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  T hatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  responding 
to  the  Department's  request  for  an  opinion  as  to  most  suitable  local¬ 
ity  for  laying  up  ironclads  and  iron  vessels. 

No.  157.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Mobile  Bay ,  June  12 ,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  dispatch  dated  the  29th  of  May,  referring  to  the  laying  up  of 
the  ironclads  and  iron  vessels  in  this  squadron,  and  desiring  my 
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opinion  as  to  the  most  suitable  locality  within  the  limits  of  my  com¬ 
mand  for  that  purpose. 

Ihere  is,  m  my  opinion,  no  suitable  locality  within  the  limits  of 
my  command  for  the  purpose  required. 

I  could  not  advise  any  locality  on  the  Alabama  or  Tombigbee 
rivers  ,  and  the  Mississippi  at  New  Orleans  is  not  only  unhealthy  but 
the  levee  for  several  miles  is  usually  crowded  with  vessels.  This  re¬ 
mark  applies  more  particularly  to  the  ironclads.  As  to  the  iron 
vessels,  they  are  mostly  purchased  as  prize  steamers  of  light  draft, 
and  at  the  present  time  are  of  essential  service  in  the  squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  t  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington -. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  disposition  of  the  V.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Mobile  Bay ,  June  12 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  dispatch  dated  May  17,  directing  me  to  send  the  R.  R.  Cuyler 
to  New  York  to  be  laid  up  and  sold. 

In  accordance  therewith  I  have  ordered  Commander  Caldwell  to 
proceed  to  New  York,  and  on  his  arrival  there  to  report  to  the  De¬ 
partment  by  letter. 

Second  Assistant  Engineer  L.  W.  Robinson  has  been  detached 
from  the  Kennebec  and  ordered  to  the  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  as  directed  in 
the  Department’s  dispatch  dated  May  8. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
convoy  duty  performed  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Itasca  in  cooperation  with 
Brigadier-General  Asboth  at  Pensacola. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Mobile  Bay ,  June  If,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  2Gth 
ultimo  General  Canby  informed  me  through  Major  Fredberg,  assist¬ 
ant  adjutant-general,  that  he  purposed  sending  troops  to  Apalachi¬ 
cola,  Fla.,  and  requested  that  I  would  detail  one  of  my  gunboats 
to  convoy  the  steamers  on  which  the  troops  were  to  be  embarked  from 
Pensacola  to  Apalachicola  and  back,  the  army  expedition  being  under 
the  charge  of  General  Asboth. 
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In  accordance  with  this  request  I  ordered  Lieutenant- Commander 
N.  Green,  commanding  the  Itasca ,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Pensacola 
for  that  purpose. 

I  enclose  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Green’s  report  to  me  after  his  return,  and  also  (marked 
No.  2)  a  copy  of  General  Asboth’s  letter  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Green,  from  which  letter  the  Department  will  perceive  how  faith¬ 
fully  and  handsomely  that  officer  performed  his  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Itasca, 

Off  Fort  Morgan ,  June  8 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
of  May  27,  I  proceeded  with  the  Itasca ,  under  my  command,  to  Pen¬ 
sacola  and  successfully  and  satisfactorily  convoyed  from  that  place 
the  army  transports  Peabody ,  Clyde ,  Nathaniel  P.  Banks ,  Hussar , 
and  Tampico  to  Apalachicola,  and  on  their  return,  except  the  Tam¬ 
pico ,  arriving  at  Pensacola  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant. 

I  respectfully  enclose  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  commanding 
general,  expressing  his  satisfaction  of  the  efficiency  of  the  convoy. 

I  arrived  at  this  anchorage  this  evening,  having  been  detained  at 
Pensacola  one  day  waiting  for  the  schooner  Ridder  to  be  loaded  with 
•  coal,  and  towed  her  to  this  place  by  order  of  the  commandant  of  the 
navy  yard. 

The  part  of  your  orders  to  return  to  the  anchorage  whence  I  started 
has  not  been  carried  out,  owing  to  the  unwillingness  of  the  senior 
officer  at  this  place  to  allow  me  to  proceed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Nathl.  Green, 

Lieutenant- C ommander,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


PIdqrs.  District  West  Florida, 

Barrancas ,  June  6,  1865. 

My  Dear  Captain:  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  safe  convoy,  so 
efficiently  rendered,  to  the  fleet  of  army  transports  with  troops  and 
supplies  from  Barrancas  to  Apalachicola. 

Your  nautical  skill  piloted  us  through  the  zigzags  of  narrow  chan¬ 
nels  with  the  utmost  certainty,  thus  contributing  materially  to  the 
successful  trip,  as  well  as  your  friendly  readiness  to  assist  whenever 
required,  has  secured  a  speedy  discharge  of  the  transports. 

Your  friendly  courtesy  bestowed  upon  myself  and  all  my  officers 
added  to  your  efficient  services  a  luster  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  be 
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assured  that  nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure 
opportunity  to  express  by  acts  my  high  appreciation. 
J-ruly,  your  friend  and  servant, 


than  an  early 


Captain  IS.  Green,  XJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  II .  S. 


Asbotji, 

S.  Itasca. 


Brigadier- 


Genera.l. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Tampico ,  Mexico ,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  A  avy ,  requesting  the  presence  of  a  naval  vessel  at  that  port,  for 
the  protection  of  legal  trade. 


U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Tampico ,  June  17,  1866. 

Sir  :  On  the  10th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  address  a  letter  to  vou 
upon  the  subject  of  the  steamer  Granite  City,  which  vessel  still  re¬ 
mains  in  this  port,  without  any  visible  preparations  for  sea. 

I  have  now  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  12th  instant  the  steamer- 
Sonora,  belonging  to  New  Orleans,  owned  by  Felix  Claud,  of  said 
place,  arrived  at  the  anchorage  of  this  city  under  British  colors,  and 
reported  to  the  authorities  that  she  had  escaped  from  Matagorda 
Bay,  Texas,  with  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  cotton  which  had  been  taken 
on  board  with  the  intention  of  running  the  blockade;  but  the  dis¬ 
banded  Confederate  troops  robbed  the  said  steamer  of  300  bales  of 
her  cargo,  leaving  only  38  bales  on  board,  which  have  been  admitted 
to  entry  at  the  custom-house  as  on  former  occasions. 

The  Sonora ,  while  pursuing  a  legal  trade  between  New  Orleans 
and  Matamoras,  was  boarded  by  a  band  of  armed  rebels  in  the  waters 
of  Brazos  and  piratically  captured  and  sent  to  the  coast  of  Texas. 

I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  exact  date  of  the  capture  of  this 
steamer,  but  I  believe  it  occurred  in  December,  1864. 

I  am  making  every  effort  in  my  power  to  induce  the  authorities 
of  this  place  to  seize  the  Sonora,  as  the  property  of  an  absent  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  piratically  wrested  from  him,  but  in  the 
absence  of  documentary  evidence  to  sustain  my  demand,  and  having 
to  contend  with  authorities  whose  sympathies  are  manifestly  in 
favor  of  our  defeated  enemies,  I  have  but  little  or  no  hopes  of  any 
favorable  results. 

The  British  consul  at  this  port  disowns  the  Sonora  as  a  British 
vessel,  and  demanded  a  surrender  of  the  flag  she  came  in  under. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  trust  it  may  enter  into  your  views  to 
send  a  vessel  of  war  here  to  look  after  the  steamers  in  question  and 
such  others  as  are  now  expected  to  arrive  here  from  Texas  under 
similar  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with,  great  esteem  and  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Chase. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Navy ,  Washington. 
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[Telegram.] 


Have  you  received  the  Dep 
the  West,  Gulf  Squadron? 


Navy  Department,  June  19 ,  1865. 
artment’s  order  of  May  31,  to  reduc 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


n 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  that  one  of  the  Western  river  monitors  he 
sent  to  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Navy  Department,  June  20 ,  1865. 

Sir:  If  you  are  of  the  opinion  that  one  of  the  Western  river  mon¬ 
itors  in  your  squadron,  having  Eads’  platform  for  raising  and  lower¬ 
ing  the  guns,  can  be  sent  round  to  Washington  in  safety,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  wishes  you  to  send  her,  accompanied  by  a  vessel  or  vessels  to 
look  out  for  her  in  case  she  needs  assistance  or  towing. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  TI.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

C ommanding  West  Gulf  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting 
that  the  V .  S.  S.  Hartford  or  Pensacola  he  fitted  as  a  flagship  for 
his  command. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  June  22,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  in  sending 
north  the  sloops  Richmond,  Lackawanna,  and  Ossipee  for  necessary 
repairs  which  could  not  be  made  here,  I  am  left  without  a  suitable 
cruising  flagship.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  request  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  allow  me  to  have  the  Pensacola  or  LLartford,  or  a  vessel  of 
the  same  class,  which  could  readily  enter  the  bays  of  Mobile  and 
Pensacola  or  the  Mississippi  River. 

If  the  Department  should  be  pleased  to  grant  my  request,  I  beg 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  vessel  be  fitted  with  a  suitable  poop  cabin, 
as  the  accommodations  must  necessarily  be  large  to  furnish  the 
officers  of  the  staff,  as  well  as  those  attached  to  the  ship,  with  suitable 
accommodations. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 
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Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 

1 hatcher,  U .  A.  Navy ,  regarding  the  withdrawal  of  concessions  by 

the  trench  and  British  Governments  from  Southern  belligerents. 

Navy  Department,  June  22,  1865. 

Sir:  Information  has  been  communicated  to  this  Department  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  Imperial  Government  of  France  has 
removed  all  restrictions  heretofore  imposed  by  it  upon  naval  inter¬ 
course  mill  the  United  states  and  has  withdrawn  from  the  insurgents 
the  character  of  belligerents. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  also  withdraws  her  concessions 
heretofore  made  of  a  belligerent  character  from  the  insurgents,  but 
the  withdrawal  of  the  twenty-four  hours  rule  has  not  been  made  abso¬ 
lute.  Reciprocal  measures  will  be  extended  to  the  vessels  of  that 
country. 

The  blockade  of  the  ports  and  coast  of  the  United  States  will  soon 
cease,  and  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  belligerent  right  of 
search  will  also  cease. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  FI.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  departure  from  Pensacola  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna. 

Western  Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  Mobile ,  June  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Lackawanna  sailed  from  Pensacola  on  the  21st  instant  for  New  York. 
Captain  Emmons  had  orders  to  report  to  the  Navy  Department  by 
letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  C ommanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  departure  from  Pensacola  of  the  U.  S.  brig  Bohio. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella,  off  Mobile,  June  23,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  brig  Bohio  sailed 
from  Pensacola  for  New  York  on  the  20th  instant,  under  command 
of  Acting  Master  N.  J.  Blasdell,  lately  commanding  the  Kittatinny. 
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I  detached  Acting  Master  William  M.  Stannard  from  the  Bohio 
and  ordered  him  to  the  Kittatinny . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Ossipee,  announcing  arrival  at  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 
Philadelphia ,  [-Pa.],  June  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  arrival  of  this  ship  off 
the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  towed  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Y  antic,  from 
Hampton  Roads.  Accompanying  please  find  a  list  of  the  officers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding 
the  last  flag  captured  in  the  civil  war. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ .  S.  Flagship  Estrella,  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  June  29.  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  to  the  Department  the 
rebel  flag  of  the  armed  picket  schooner  Le  Compt.  captured  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  Cornubia ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Johnstone,  off  Gal¬ 
veston,  on  the  25th  May,  1865. 

On  the  same  day  the  blockade  runner  Denbigh  was  destroyed.  It 
is  believed  to  be  the  last  rebel  flag  on  the  coast  afloat  captured  from 
the  rebels  during  this  war,  and  may  possess  an  interest  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  It  has  been  duly  marked  as  above,  and  was  recently  received 
from  Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  on  tlie  coast  of 
Texas. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of.  Acting  _  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  requestinq 
'permission  to  discharge  at  N ew  Orleans  men  from  the  Mississivvi 
Squadron. 


TT  a  7  ,  _  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U .  8.  t  tag  ship  Estrella ,  u/f  Mobile,  Ala.,  June  30, 1865. 

Sir  .  The  C hoctaw  and  Lafayette,  vessels  formerly  belonging  to 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee’s  squadron,  have  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
sent  there  by  the  admiral  under  orders  from  the  Department ;  the’ 
officers  to  be  sent  to  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  but  the  men  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  here. 

Many  of  the  men  rated  as  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen  of  these 
vessels  have  never  been  afloat,  and  of  course  are  useless  in  those 
grades  on  board  the  vessels  to  be  retained  in  this  squadron,  and  I 
would  therefore  request  permission  from  the  Department  to  discharge 
at  New  Orleans  all  such  men.  The  same  remark  may  be  made  of  the 
crew  of  the  Mississippi  ironclads  and  the  vessels  usually  known  here 
as  tinclads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  C . 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
reports  of  survey  on  captured  Confederate  vessels,  with  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  the  ram  Nashville. 

No.  — .]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  June  30,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  a  report  of 
the  -surveys  which  I  ordered  on  the  rebel  prize  vessels  Morgan,  Black 
Diamond,  and  Baltic ,  late  of  the  rebel  Navy.  The  Nashville,  iron¬ 
clad  ram,  still  remains  aground  40  miles  above  Mobile,  where  she  will 
remain  until  a  heavy  rise  of  water  takes  place.  The  water  was  fall¬ 
ing  at  the  rate  of  1%  feet  per  day.  No  opportunity  has  offered  for 
holding  a  complete  survey  of  that  vessel,  but  her  dimensions  and 
other  facts  relating  to  her  have  been  officially  reported  to  me  by 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  Hamilton,  as  follows: 

Extreme  length,  271  feet;  extreme  breadth  over  wheels,  95 J  feet; 
keel,  250  feet;  shield  on  deck,  142  feet;  breadth  of  shield,  40  feet; 
beam,  outside,  62J  feet;  beam,  inside,  46  feet;  depth,  13  feet;  draft, 
10  feet  9  inches.  The  Nashville  is  clad  on  the  forward  end  of  shield 
with  three  2-inch  iron  plates,  the  lower  plate  laid  horizontally  and 
the  two  upper  plates  perpendicularly.  The  after  end  is  clad  with 
one  2-inch  plate  laid  perpendicularly.  The  pilot  house  is  clad  with 
three  2-inch  plates  similar  to  the  forward  end  of  shield.  The  sides 
of  shield  are  not  protected.  She  has  an  engine  connected  with  each 
wheel ;  cylinders  30  inches  diameter,  stroke  9  feet.  She  has  seven 
40-inch  double-flued  boilers.  Engine  and  boilers  in  good  order. 
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Her  armament  consists  of  three  7-inch  Brooke  rifles  and  one  24- 
pounder  howitzer.  She  was  hogged  when  surrendered  and  is  not 
strong  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  her  full  armor. 

This  vessel  is  not  coppered  and  is  hog-braced  athwartships,  show¬ 
ing  the  weakness  of  her  hull,  and  she  could  not  live  in  a  seaway.  I 
respectfully  submit  that  the  material  of  the  vessel  be  taken  off  and 
removed  to  Pensacola  navy  yard  for  preservation  until  required  for 
use,  and  that  the  hull  then  be  sold  in  the  same  way  as  the  other  ves¬ 
sels  surrendered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Enclosures.] 


IT.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  June  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  we  have  surveyed  the  U.  S.  S. 
Baltic ,  and  find  her  to  be  of  the  following  dimensions  and  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  condition: 

Length  from  after  side  of  stern  to  forward  side  of  sternpost,  182 
feet.  Length  over  all,  186  feet.  Breadth  of  beam,  38  feet.  Draft 
of  water,  forward,  6  feet  5  inches.  Aft,  6  feet  7  inches.  The  Baltic 
is  built  like  all  other  river  steamers,  but  was.  strengthened  when  she 
was  constructed  into  a  ram.  Her  hull  is  m  good  condition  below 
the  load  line,  but  above  the  load  line  her  hull  and  upper  works  are 
rather  rotten  in  some  places.  Her  main  deck  is  in  a  very  bad  condi¬ 
tion  and  rather  rotten.  Her  cylinder  timbers  are  affected  with  the 
diy  lot  in  some  places,  and  not  very  well  secured.  The  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  officers  consists  of  one  large  room  below  the  main  deck, 
similar  to  a  trunk  cabin,  for  sleeping  and  messing  in.  There  is  a 
small  room  on  deck  for  the  commanding  officer  to  occupy ;  this  in¬ 
cludes  all  the  quarters  for  officers.  The  quarters  for  the  crew  are  on 
deck ;  _  there  are  some  bunks  below  in  the  hold  for  petty  officers  to 
sleep  in.  The  Baltic  would  make  a>  very  good  steamer  for  towino- 
purposes,  and  could  be  repaired  to  do  good  service :  she  measures  624 
tons. 

She  has  two  noncondensing  engines  of  the  usual  Western  river 
type- and  arrangement.  Diameter  of  cylinder,  22  inches;  length  of 
stroke,  7  feet.  These  engines  are  in  good  condition  and  repaid  with 
the  exception  of  the  timberwork,  or  foundations,  which  are'  very 
much  decayed,  and  will  have  to  be  replaced  before  the  vessel  can  be 
used  The  wheels  are  29  feet  in  diameter  and  8  feet  wide  inde¬ 
pendent  in  their  action.  The  engines  are  supplied  with  steam  by 
four  cylindrical  (double  15-inch-flued)  boilers,  24  feet  lono-  and  *3 
feet  m  diameter,  very  old  and  leaky.  The  furnaces  are  calculated 
to  burn  either  wood  or  bituminous  coal.  The  ship  has  storage  for 
Gi  tons  of  coal.  The  doctor  or  donkey  pump,  with  some  small  re¬ 
pairs,  will  be  m  good  order.  The  pipe  connections  between  boilers 
and  engines  (some  of  them  of  copper)  are  in  good  condition.  The 
boilers  have  the  usual  complement  of  steam  and  water  gauges.  This 
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ship  is  not  safe  to  run  in  consequence  of  the  bad  condition  of  the 
boilers. 

We  would  recommend  her  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Peirce  Crosby, 
Commander. 
John  Irwin, 
Lieutenant-  C  ommander. 

Wm.  Rogers, 
Acting  Chief  Enqineer. 

T.  W.  Rae, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer. 

John  Cronan, 
Acting  Carpenter. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Henry  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  [Metacomet], 

Off  Mobile ,  Ala..  May  29, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  we  have  held  a  strict  and  careful 
survey  on  the  side-wheel  steamer  Morgan,  and  respectfully  report  as 
follows  : 

She  is  196  feet  long  from  the  after  side  of  the  stem  to  the  forward 
side  of  the  sternpost,  and  202  feet  over  all.  Her  breadth  of  beam  is 
38  feet ;  depth  of  hold,  13  feet  in  the  clear.  She  has  two  decks,  a  berth, 
and  spar  deck;  the  distance  between  them  is  6  feet  6  inches.  The 
hull  is  constructed  of  yellow  pine,  with  the  exception  of  her  first 
futtocks,  which  are  white  oak,  and  the  knees  supporting  the  spar- 
deck  beams,  which  are  of  swamp  cedar.  She  is  well  keelsoned,  but 
they  are  not  thoroughly  fastened.  Her  frame  is  11  by  14,  composed 
of  two  thicknesses  of  flitch  and  24  inches  from  center  to  center. 
She  is  ceiled  with  2f-inch  plank;  the  plank  on  the  hull  abaft  the 
wheels  on  both  sides  has  got  the  dry  rot  and  needs  stripping  to  the 
water’s  edge;  the  seams  on  the  hull  require  calking,  also  the  docks. 
The  two  hawse  chocks  forward  are  completely  gone ;  they  should  be 
taken  out  and  new  ones  put  in.  The  stem  is  split  and  open;  some 
of  the  main-deck  planks  require  to  be  taken  out,  as  they  are  rotten. 
The  wheels  want  some  slight  repairs.  The  starboard  wheel  beam 
and  arch  supporting  the  same  are  broken,  causing  the  shaft  to  drop 
down  in  consequence  of  its  weakness.  There  are  three  shot  holes  on 
the  starboard  side  close  to  the  water’s  edge,  patched  with  copper 
and  canvas.  The  wardroom  and  steerage  need  some  slight  repairs; 
she  is  not  coppered.  The  hull  requires  more  fastening.  Her  draft  of 
water  is  7  feet  2  inches.  She  has  four  cylindrical  double-flue  boilers, 
29  feet  6  inches  long,  and  3  feet  5  inches  in  diameter,  the  flue  being 
1  foot  3  inches  in  diameter.  She  burns  either  bituminous  coal  or 
wood;  she  carries  93  tons  of  the  former;  no  considerable  quantity  of 
wood  can  be  got  into  the  bunkers,  from  their  irregular  shape.  The 
boilers  are  in  good  condition,  and  we  would  recommend  that  the 
steam  pipes  leading  from  the  engines  be  felted  and  cased,  and  that 
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salinometer-pots  be  attached  to  them  for  use  in  the  short  trips  she  may 
be  obliged  to  make  in  outside  water.  She  has  two  noncondensing 
engines,  an  improved  form  of  the  Western  river  boat  type,  each  one 
driving  a  wooden  side-wheel  26  feet  4  inches  in  diameter.  The  stroke 
of  the  piston  is  7  feet  and  the  diameter  of  their  cylinders  1  foot  11 
inches.  We  would  recommend  that  the  crosshead  guides  be  taken 
down  and  planed  olf,  and  that  the  main  shaft  be  lined  up.  These 
repairs  are  particularly  needed.  We  would  also  recommend  that  the 
exhaust  pipes  of  the  engines  be  felted  and  cased ;  that  the  doctor  or 
auxiliary  pump  have  its  Bilge  chamber  repaired,  main  induction  pipes 
straightened,  and  cold-water  pump  barrel  bored  out;  also  that  the 
ventilators  of  the  engine  room  be  doubled  in  diameter,  and  that  a 
deck  plate  be  put  in  over  the  port  engine  similar  to  that  already  over 
the  starboard  one,  for  the  purpose  of  leading  wind  sails  below. 
The  fact  that  the  paddle  wheel  being  disconnected  renders  the  vessel 
totally  unfit  for  service  in  rough  water,  as  at  each  lurch  one  engine 
would  be  racing  at  a  dangerous  speed  while  the  other  would  nearly 
stop.  The  amount  of  rolled  iron  used  for  armor  is,  as  near  as  can 
be  estimated,  3,858  cubic  feet,  weighing  148,176  pounds.  Her  arma¬ 
ment  consists  of  one  Vi-inch  double-banded  Brooke  gun,  two  32- 
pounder  rifled  and  banded  guns,  two  long  32-pounder  smoothbores, 
one  VTI-inch  double-banded  Brooke  gun.  The  quarters  for  both  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  on  board  of  the  Morgan  are  well  arranged  for  that 
class  of  ship.  Draft  of  water,  aft,  is  6  feet  2  inches;  forward,  5 
feet  8  inches;  tonnage,  863  tons. 

We  recommend  that  the  Morgan  be  sold  at  public  sale  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Peirce  Crosby, 

Commander. 

John  Irwin, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Wm.  Rogers, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer. 

T.  W.  Rae, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer. 

John  Cronan, 

Acting  Carpenter. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gidf  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Metacomet, 

Off  Mobile ,  Ala.,  May  29,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  we  have  held  a  strict  and  careful 
survey  on  the  side-wheel  steamer  Black  Diamond,  and  respectfully 
report  as  follows : 

She  is  a  new  boat,  constructed  for  river  navigation  and  built  as 
strong  as  steamers  of  that  class  usually  are.  The  hull,  and  all  the 
woodwork,  is  of  yellow  pine;  her  dimensions  are  as  follows: 

From  the  after  side  of  the  stem  to  the  forward  side  of  the  stern- 
post,  153  feet.  Length  over  all,  156  feet.  Breadth  of  beam,  31  feet. 
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Extreme  breadth  of  beam,  including  guards,  over  all,  48  feet.  Depth 
of  hold  in  the  clear,  5  feet  6  inches.  Diameter  of  wheel,  22  feet. 
There  is  one  main  keelson  of  proportional  dimensions  running  fore 
and  aft  from  apron  to  stern,  bolted  with  three-fourths  inch  round  iron 
through  floor  timbers,  with  a  washer  on  the  head  of  each,  and  riveted. 
The  hull  is  also  secured  with  two  bilge  keelsons  gained  into  floor  tim¬ 
bers,  and  running  the  .whole  length  of  hull,  fastened  with  a  bolt  three' 
fourths  inch  round  through  each  frame,  likewise  two  sister  keelsons 
midway  between  the  main  and  bilge  keelsons;  they  extend  the  whole 
length  of  the  hull,  and  are  fastened  with  the  same  size  and  kind  of 
iron.  There  are  three  bulkheads  running  from  stem  to  stern,  which, 
together  with  four  rows  of  stanchions,  support  the  main  deck.  The 
ceiling  is  If  inches  thick.  The  planks  on  the  hull  are  2f  inches  thick, 
and  well  fastened  with  spikes  and  butt  bolted  with  five-eighths  iron. 
The  promenade  deck  and  works  above  are  in  good  order,  put  together 
plain  and  substantial.  She  is  well  constructed. 

This  boat  has  three  cylindrical  double-flue  boilers  26  feet  long  and 
3  feet  2  inches  in  diameter.  They  burn  either  bituminous  coal  or 
wood.  They  have  evidently  been  turned  upside  down  since  they  were 
first  used,  though  their  condition  appears  to  be  very  good.  We  would 
recommend  that  the  portion  of  the  boilers  now  uncovered  be  bricked 
over,  that  the  steam  pipes  be  felted  and  cased,  that  the  bridge  walls 
be  rebuilt,  and  that  a  steam  gauge  and  salinometer  pots  be  attached 
to  them.  She  has  two  noncondensing  engines  of  the  ordinary  Western 
river  boat  type,  each  one  driving  a  wooden  side-wheel  21  feet  8  inches 
in  diameter.  The  stroke  is  6  feet  and  the  diameter  of  their  cylinders 
1  foot  5  inches;  they  are  in  fair  condition,  although  very  old.  We 
would  recommend  that  the  keys  at  present  used  in  the  journals  be 
replaced  by  others  of  the  usual  form,  and  that  the  port  pillow  block 
be  secured  more  thoroughly  in  its  place.  The  doctor  or  auxiliary 
pump  is  very  poor,  but  the  substitution  of  new  brasses  throughout 
and  one  new  connecting  rod  wrill  make  it  serviceable  for  some  time. 
This  report  would  have  been  more  accurate  if  the  examination  of  the 
boilers  and  engines  had  been  made  while  under  steam,  but  we  believe 
that  all  repairs  necessary ‘to  render  them  equal  to  any  service  that  is 
likely  to  be  required  of  them  are  herein  specified. 

Not  being  adapted  to  naval  purposes,  we  would  recommend  her  to 
be  sold. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Peirce  Crosby, 

Commanding. 

John  Irwin, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 

Wm.  Rogers, 

Actinq  Chief  Enqineer. 

T.  W.  Rae, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer. 

John  Cronan, 

Acting  Carpenter. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
list  of  vessels  of  W est  Gulf  Squadron  for  July  1 ,  1865. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  Mobile ,  July  3, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  tabular  statement 
showing  the  names  of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron,  their  class,  number 
of  guns,  names  of  commanding  officers,  and  the  position  of  the  vessels 
on  the  1st  of  July. 

The  Cincinnati  is  the  Mississippi  ironclad  to  be  retained,  but  as  her 
commanding  officer,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  Brown,  has  been 
out  in  this  squadron  for  a  long  time,  I  have  detached  him  from  that 
vessel  and  ordered  him  to  take  command  of  the  Pocahontas ,  which 
vessel  is  under  orders  to  proceed  North.  I  have  at  the  same  time  de¬ 
tached  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  R.  Wallace,  recently  sent  to  this 
squadron  for  the  command  of  the  Pocahontas ,  and  ordered  him  to  the 
Cincinnati. 

The  Manhattan  is  at  present  in  command  of  an  acting  master. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

T  Enclosure.] 

Vessels  of  West  Gulf  Squadron  July  1,  1865. 


Name. 


Class. 


No.  of 
guns. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Albatross . 

Althea . 

Antona . 

Aroostook . 

Arthur . 

Augusta  Dinsmore . . 

Bloomer . 

Buckthorn . 

Carrabasset . 

Cayuga  . 

Charlotte . 

Chickasaw . 

Chocura . 

Cincinnati . 

Clematis . 

Coxnubia . 

Corypheus . 

Cowslip . 

Elk . 

Estrella . 

Fearnot . 

Fort  Gaines . 

Fort  Jackson . 

Genesee . 

Gertrude . 

Glasgow . 


Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Screw . 

Bark . 

Screw . 

Stern  wheel 

Screw . 

Stern  wheel 
Screw . 

Schooner . . 
Ironclad... 

Screw . 

Ironclad... 

Screw . 

Side-wheel 

Schooner . . 

Side-wheel 

Stern  wheel 
Side-wheel 

Ship . 

Stern  wheel 

Side-wheel 

Side-wheel 

Screw . 

Side-wheel  . 


7 

1 

5 

7 

6 

4 

2 

2 

6 

7 

2 

4 

4 

11 


5 

4 
2 

6 

3 

5 

4 

7 

8 
8 
2 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  [H.l 
Mundy. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  F.  Har¬ 
den. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  S.  Skerrett  . . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  E.  Stan- 
nard. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  B.  Crowell 


Actg.  Master  W.  M.  Stannard  . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Leonard  . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  Wilson . '. 

Mate  A.  Whiting . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  H .  Perkins . . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Meade, 
jr.  (On  leave  at  North.) 
Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  R.  Wallace  . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  P.  Crafts. . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  A. 
Johnstone. 

Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  J.  H. 
Collins. 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  Ellms . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  M.  Dyer  . 

Lieut.  M.  L.  Johnson . 

Actg.  Master  A.  Rich . 

Actg.  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton  . 

Capt.  B.  F.  Sands . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Irwin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  C.  Dean  . 
Mate  W.  H.  Childs  (tempo¬ 
rarily). 


Coast  of  Texas. 

Sunk  by  torpedo;  raised  and 
to  be  put  on  ways  Mobile. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans,  for  repairs. 

Pensacola  Bay,  to  be  sent 
North. 

Dispatch  steamer  between 
New  Orleans  and  Texas. 

Sunk  at  East  Pass,  Pensa¬ 
cola  Bay. 

Off  Mobile. 

New  Orleans,  for  sale. 

Off  Galveston,  ordered  to  go 
North. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

On  her  way  to  New  Orleans 
to  be  laid  up. 

New  Orleans,  for  repairs. 

Off  Mobile. 

New  Orleans. 

Off  Galveston. 

Off  Mobile,  to  be  sold. 

Dispatch  boat  between  Mo¬ 
bile  Bay  and  New  Orleans. 

Off  Mobile. 

Flagship. 

New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain,  to  be 
sold, 

Off  Galveston. 

Ordered  North. 

Off  Galveston. 

On  the  ways  at  Mobile. 
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Name, 


Glide . 

Grand  Gulf . 

Hollyhock . 

Ida.'. . 

Itasca  . 

J.  C.  Kuhn . 

J.  P.  Jackson  . . . 

Jasmine . 

Kennebec . 

Kickapoo . 

Kittatinny . 

Manhattan . 

M.  A.  Wood.... 

Metacomet . 

Meteor . 

Milwaukee  .... 

Narcissus . 

New  London... 
Nyanza . 

Octorara . 

Oneida . 

Osage  . 

Pampero . 

Pembina . 

Penguin . 

Penobscot . 

Pink . 

Pocahontas 

Port  Royal . 

Portsmouth.. . . 

Potomac . 

Preston . 

Princess  Royal . 

Rodolph . 

Rose . 

Sam  Houston  . . 

Sciota  . 

Sebago . 

Selma . 

Seminole . 

Stockdale . 

Tallahatchie  ... 
Trefoil . 

Tritonia . 

Vincennes . 

Virginia.-. . 

W.  G.  Anderson 
Winnebago  .... 

Baltic . 

Black  Diamond 

Morgan . 

Nashville . 


Class. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Commanding  officer. 

Sternwheel. 

6 

Actg.  Master  L.  S.  Pickett . . . 

Screw . 

11 

Comdr.  J.  Downes  . . . 

Side-wheel  . 
Screw . 

3 

Pilot  Benj.  Tarbell . 

Screw . 

4 

Bark . 

6 

Actg.  Master  Geo.  F.  Wilkins. 

Side-wheel  . 

6 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  R.  Yates _ 

Screw . 

2 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  J.  Brenton. . . 

Screw . 

5 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  L. 
W.  Pennington.  . 

Ironclad.... 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  M.  P.  Jones _ 

Schooner . . . 

6 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  D.  Springer.. 

Ironclad.... 

2 

Actg.  Master  J.  Ross . 

Schooner . . . 

3 

Actg.  Master  A.  C.  Starrett... 

Side-wheel . 

10 

Commander  P.  Crosby . 

Stem  wheel 

Ironclad.... 

6 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  T. 
B.  Du  Bois. 

Screw . 

i 

Actg.  Master  W.  Harcourt _ 

Screw . 

5 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  \V.  Godfrey. 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  Bou- 
telle. 

Side-wheel . 

10 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  W.  Low _ 

Screw . 

12 

Commander  T.  H.  Stevens  . . . 

Ironclad. . . , 

2 

Ship . 

6 

Actg.  Master  0.  Colburn . 

Screw . 

5 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  G.  Maxwell. 

Screw . 

7 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  R  Beers. 

Screw . 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  E.  K.  Ben- 
ham. 

Screw . 

3 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  Belden  .. 

6 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  Brown . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  Gherardi  ... 

Sloop  . 

18 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  R.  Franklin. 

42 

Commander  A.  Gibson . 

Screw . 

3 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Jas.  R. 
Wheeler. 

Screw . 

7 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  C. 
F.  W.  Behm. 

Screw . 

2 

Actg.  Ensign W.  D.Maddocks 

Schooner... 

1 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut,  and  Pilot 
M.  Freeman. 

Screw . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Ma- 
gune. 

Side-wheel  . 

10 

Lieut. Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony 

Actg.  Master  J.  H.  Allen . 

9 

Commander  A.  G.  Clary . 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  Edwards 

Stern  wheel 

6 

Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Linnekin  . 

3 

Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Wells . 

Side-wheel  . 

3 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.Wiggin. 

Sloop . 

10 

Actg. Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  M’Gloin 

Screw . 

7 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Brown 

8 

Actg.  Master  H.  Tibbits  . 

Ironclad.... 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  A.  Kirkland 

Actg.  Ensign  L.  R.  Vance - 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  R.  Iaschke.. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  J.  Gibbs  . 

Side-wheel  . 

8 

Ironclad.... 

4 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Ordered  to  New  Orleans]  to 
be  sold. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Sunk  off  Mobile  by  a  tor¬ 
pedo. 

Off  Mobile. 

Pensacola  Bay,  to  go  North, 
or  to  be  sold  here.: 

Pensacola  Bay,  to  be  sold, 
or  go  North. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Ordered  to  go  North. 

On  her  way  to  New  Orleans 
to  be  laid  up. 

Off  Mobile,  storeship. 

At  Head  of  [the]  Passes, 
Mississippi  River. 

Mobile  Bay: 

Off  Mobile. 

Off  Mobile  to  be  sold. 

Sunkbyatorpedoin  Blakely 
River. 

Off  Mobile. 

Ordered  North. 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Ordered  North  to  be  sold. 

Off  Galveston. 

Sunk  bya  torpedo  in  Blakely 
River. 

New  Orleans. 

New  Orleans  for  repairs. 

Off  Galveston. 

Ordered  North. 

Pensacola  navy  yard  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Ordered  North. 

Off  Galveston. 

New  Orleans. 

Pensacola  Bay. 

Off  Galveston. 

Ordered  North. 

Sunk  in  Blakely  River  by 
torpedo. 

Off  Mobile. 

Mobile  Bay. 

Ordered  North. 

Do. 

New  Orleans. 

Ordered  North. 

Off  Mobile. 

Off  Mobile  to  be  sold. 

Dispatch  boat  between  Mo¬ 
bile  and  Pensacola  bays. 

Pensacola  navy  yard  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Off  Ship  Island,  ordered 
North. 

Off  Galveston,  ordered 
North. 

New  Orleans,  to  go  North. 

On  her  way  to  New  Orleans 
to  be  laid  up. 

Off  Mobile,  a  prize. 

Do. 

Do. 

A  prize,  aground  at  junction 
of  Alabama  and  Tensas 
rivers. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  regarding  the  recovery  of  light-house  apparatus  stored  at 
/St.  Martinsville ,  La. 


West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  Mobile  City ,  Ala.,  July  1, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  to  the  Department  a 
copy  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Ezra  Leonard’s  report  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  recovery  of  some  light-house  materials  stored  at  St.  Mar¬ 
tinsville,  La. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  turn  this  property  into  the  Reading 
Press,  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Light-House 
Board  at  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Carrabasset, 

Off  Brashear  City,  June  21,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  having  learned  that  the  illumi¬ 
nating  apparatus  of  three  of  the  light-houses  off  the  coast  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  (viz,  Ship  Shoal,  Shell  Keys,  and  S.  W.  Reef  light-houses)  had 
been  stored  at  St.  Martinsville,  La.,  I  left  this  place  on  the  17th 
instant  in  search  of  them.  At  Franklin,  La.,  I  took  on  board  Mr. 
R.  N.  McMillan,  formerly  U.  S.  collector  for  the  district  of  Teche, 
and  then  proceeded  to  [St.]  Martinsville,  where  I  found  them  stored 
in  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Broussard  and  Testrow,  and  took  them 
all  on  board.  They  consist  of  prismatic  lenses,  reflectors,  lanterns, 
plate  glass,  chimneys,  tools,  machinery,  block,  oil,  tanks,  oil  feeders, 
etc.  I  believe  nothing  is  broken,  but  they  are  in  bad  order,  having 
been  stored  three  years.  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  take  charge  of  this 
property  for  the  U.  S.  Government,  as  it  is  very  valuable,  and  a 
longer  delay  would  have  caused  the  necessity  of  transporting  them 
by  land,  as  the  Bayou  Teche  is  falling  fast.  I  would  also  report  that 
some  damage  was  done  to  the  light  woodwork  of  this  vessel  in  going 
up  the  bayou  after  the  property. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ezra  Leonard, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  of  a  hoard  of  officers  for  the  execution  of  Departments 
instructions  in  the  reduction  of  the  naval  force  in  the  Gulf. 

No.  212.]  West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  City  of  Mobile ,  Ala.,  July  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  in  a  previous  communication  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  receipt  of  the  Department’s  dispatch  of  May  31,  ordering 
the  reduction  of  the  squadron,  and  directing  that  such  of  the  surplus 
purchased  vessels  as  can  possibly  be  sold  at  New  Orleans  may  be 
retained  there  for  that  purpose,  and  will  be  sold  under  direction  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction. 

I  have  appointed  Commander  John  Downes,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  William  Mitchell,  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  J.  C. 
Cree,  and  Carpenter  G.  E.  Burcham,  a  board  to  carry  out  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  and  herewith  sub¬ 
mit  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  them.  (Enclosure,  marked  No.  1.) 

Commander  Downes  relieved  Captain  T.  P.  Greene  as  senior  officer 
at  New  Orleans,  gone  North  with  the  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  C ommanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  Mobile,  June  29,  1865. 

Gentlemen:  You  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  carry  out  the 
following  instructions,  which  are  given  to  you  in  accordance  with 
orders  from  the  Navy  Department  and  refer  to  the  sale  of  vessels  of 
the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

1.  Before  any  vessel  is  advertised  for  sale,  you  will  make  a  careful 
appraisement  of  the  value  which  the  said  vessel  ought  fairly  and 
justly  bring  at  public  sale  in  the  condition  in  which  she  stands  when 
offered  for  sale,  keeping  in  viewT  the  condition  of  the  hull  and  machin¬ 
ery  and  the  work  to  be  done  to  them.  (See  copy  of  communication 
from  t'lie  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  dated  May  30,  hereto 
appended,  marked  “  A.”) 

2.  Before  any  of  the  vessels  usually  known  as  tinclads  are  offered 
for  sale,  the  iron  plating  intended  to  protect  the  boilers  and  machin¬ 
ery,  as  well  as  the  crew  at  the  guns,  will  be  removed,  and  the  fresh 
water  apparatus,  with  the  tanks;  this  work  to  be  done  by  the  officers 
and  crew  before  the  vessels  go  out  of  commission. 

3.  Before  offering  any  vessel  for  sale,  the  armament,  nautical  in¬ 
struments,  navy  anchors  and  chains,  stores  and  iron  ballast,  if  any, 
will  be  removed,  but  the  furniture,  cooking  utensils,  sails,  a  sufficient 
number  of  casks,  scuttlebutts,  boats,  etc.,  usual  in  the  merchant  serv¬ 
ice,  should  go  with  the  vessel.  (See  copy  of  communication  from  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  hereto  appended,  marked  “  B. 
dated  June  2,  1865.) 
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4.  The  advertisements  for  the  sale  of  the  vessels  will  be  made  in 
my  name,  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  and 
inserted  in  one  public  newspaper  in  the  cities  of  New  Orleans,  Mem¬ 
phis,  and  St.  Louis.  (See  copy  of  communication  from  the  Bureau 
of  Construction  and  Repair,  dated  May  30,  hereto  appended, 
marked  “  C.”) 

5.  When  a  vessel  is  sold  at  public  sale,  the  auctioneer  will  receive 
such  sum  for  his  services  as  may  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the  board, 
not,  however,  in  any  event  to  exceed  1  per  cent  of  the  amount  for 
which  the  vessel  is  actually  sold.  In  the  case  where  there  is  no  bid, 
or  the  vessel  is  withdrawn,  the  auctioneer  will  be  paid  $25  for  his 
services,  where  the  limit  placed  on  the  value  exceeds  $5,000.  Where 
the  limit  is  less  than  $5,000,  the  auctioneer  will  be  paid  such  sum  as 
the  board  may  consider  sufficient,  not  to  exceed  one-half  of  1  per 
cent.  The  bill  of  sale  will  be  signed  bj^  the  board  on  behalf  of  the 
Navy  Department,  and  the  registered  dimensions  required  by  the 
new  tonnage  law  will  be  inserted  in  the  bill  of  sale  for  the  identifica¬ 
tion  of  the  vessels.  These  dimensions  will  be  measured  by  the  board 
and  must  be  inserted  in  the  advertisement.  (See  copy  of  communi¬ 
cation  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  dated  May  12, 
hereto  appended,  marked  “  D.”) 

6-  When  the  vessel  is  sold  at  public  auction,  the  purchaser  will  be 
required  to  deposit  at  once  with  the  president  of  the  board  the  sum 
of  5  per  cent  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  and  the  purchase  money 
must  be  paid  within  six  days  from  the  day  of  sale  to  the  president, 
who  will  deposit  the  same  with  the  fleet  paymaster  of  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  of  construction  and 
repair,  and  forward  the  certificate  of  the  said  deposit  to  the  Bureau. 
(See  copies  of  communications  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair  marked  “  D  ”  and  “  E”)  The  bill  of  sale  will  be  made  out 
by  the  board. 

7.  When  vessels  are  ordered  to  be  sold,  you  will  have  a  general 
inventory  made  of  what  is  to  be  disposed  of  with  the  vessel,  as  masts 

sails,  boats,  furniture,  etc.,  stating  the  general  numbers, 
quantity,  and  description  of  articles,  which  parties  can  see  when 
they  examine  t lie  vessel  wTith  a  view  to  bid.  In  the  advertisement 
the  diameter  of  the  cylinder  and  the  stroke  of  the  piston  must  be 
mentioned.  (See  communication  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction 
and  Repair,  dated  May  15,  1865,  marked  “  F.”) 

8.  The  Bureau  has  instructed  me  that  if  I  am  not  able  to  dispose 
of  some  of  the  Mississippi  boats  now,  it  will  be  better  to  retain  them 
a  while  than  to  have  them  sacrificed. 

Very,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


H.  K.  Thatcher, 

,  Acting  Rear-Admiral . 

Commander  John  Downes. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  Mitchell. 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Joseph  C.  Cree. 

Carpenter  G.  E.  Burcham. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Perkins ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chicka¬ 
saw ,  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  ojf  Mobile ,  AZa.,  ./?/Z?y  0,  7(96o. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Chickasaw  is  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed 
to  New  Orleans,  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sebago ,  and  report  to  Com¬ 
mander  Downes,  senior  officer  at  that  place. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  H.  Perkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw ,  off  Mobile ,  Ala. 

[Endorsement.] 

This  takes  effect  when  the  court  adjourns. 

E.  Simpson,  Fleet  Captain. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Granger ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Captain  Sands , 
U.  S.'Navy,  transmitting  papers  captured  on  the  V.  S.  steamers 
Harriet  Lane  and  Morning  Light. 

Headquarters  District  of  Texas, 

Galveston ,  July  2,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  records  and 
papers,  public  and  private,  captured  by  the  rebels  on  the  Harriet 
Lane  and  Morning  Light.  They  have  been  delivered  to  me  by  an 
officer  of  the  late  so-called  Confederate  district  court. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Granger, 

Major-General  Commanding. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Second  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Captain  Sands ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Granger , 
U.  S.  Army ,  acknowledging  letters  and  papers  from  the  Con¬ 
federate  district  court. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  July  2,  1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  this  day’s  date,  forwarding  records  and  papers,  public 
and  private,  captured  by  the  rebels  on  the  Harriet  Lane  and  Morning 
LAght,  which  had  been  delivered  to  you  by  an  officer  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  district  court. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 

‘  Captain,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Second  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Major-General  G.  Granger, 

Commanding  District  of  Texas. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  restricting  the  use  of  Confederate  titles. 


Navy  Department,  July  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  noticed  that  the  several  communications 
to  the  President  from  rebel  officers,  forwarded  by  you,  bear  an  official 
signature,  and  it  informs  you  that  this  is  unnecessary,  if  not  inappro¬ 
priate. 

In  speaking  of  them  in  official  dispatches  you  will  avoid  giving 
them  any  title  derived  from  their  position  in  the  rebel  service. 

Very  respectfully, 


G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report,  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  his 
opinion  regarding  the  transfer  of  Mississippi  River  monitors  to  the 
Atlantic  coast. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

Z7.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  Mobile ,  July  6 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  dispatch,  dated  June  20,  and  in  reply  thereto  to  state  that,  in 
my  opinion,  no  one  of  the  Western  river  monitors,  with  the  Eads 
platform,  could  make  the  voyage  from  this  bay  to  the  Chesapeake 
with  reasonable  safety. 

On  the  passages  to  and  from  the  Mississippi  River  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  watch  for  a  smoother  sea  and  to  make  the  trips  via  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Sound  and  inside  the  Cliandeleurs. 

Their  frames  are  very  weak  and  they  can  only  be  made  serviceable 
in  perfectly  smooth  waters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  the  reduction  of  the  squadron  under  his 
command. 


Navy  Department,  July  7,  1865. 

Sir:  The  West  Gulf  Squadron,  under  your  command,  will  be  re¬ 
duced,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  12  vessels  in  all,  which  num¬ 
ber  is  to  embrace  tugs,  storeships,  etc.  You  can  select  that  number  of 
vessels  and' send  all  others  North. 

Pensacola  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  headquarters  of  the  squadron, 
and  all  necessary  repairs  must  be  made  there,  ou  will  discontinue 
all  other  woikshops  within  the  limits  of  your  command,  now  car- 
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ried  on  under  your  orders  or  those  of  your  predecessor  or  the  orders 
of  the  late  commanding  officer  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron,  and  pay 
off  the  hired  employes,  sending  North  those  who  wish  a  passage. 
Work  needed  in  the  squadron,  which  is  not  done  at  Pensacola,  must 
be  executed  by  the  men  composing  the  crews  of  the  vessels.  Key 
West  as  a  naval  station  will  be  discontinued.  It  can  still  be  used  as 
a  coal  depot  and  for  the  accommodation  of  stores. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Adnniral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  raising  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sciota  and  departure  for  Pensacola. 

West  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  Jidy  7,  1865. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Sciota,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W. 
Magune,  commanding,  which  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo,  as  reported  to 
the  Department  in  my  dispatch  No.  61,  has  been  raised,  repaired,  and 
sent  round  to  Pensacola  for  her  armament,  with  orders  to  proceed 
from  thence  to  New  York.  This  vessel  would  have  been  detained  in 
the  squadron,  but  for  the  reason  that  docking  her  after  her  mis¬ 
fortune  will  be  a  measure  of  prudence.  The  dock 'at  this  port  is 
constantly  in  use  by  the  army  and  of  no  service  to  the  navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PI.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  his  assum¬ 
ing  command  of  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella,  Pensacola  Bay,  July  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  9th 
instant  I  received  a  letter  *  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Strib- 
ling,  informing  me  that  on  the  5th  instant  he  had  given  up  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

I  have,  therefore,  as  ordered  by  the  Department,  taken  command  of 
the  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W  ashing  ton. 


*  See  Series  I,  volume  17,  p.  861. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
condition  of  the  TJ .  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  July  13 , 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson 
has  arrived  on  this  station  and  that  her  commanding  officer,  Acting 
Master  George  W.  Frost,  reported  to  me  on  the  11th  instant  that  his 
vessel  was  very  much  out  of  repair  in  her  machinery,  she  being  able 
to  make  but  6  or  7  knots  under  most  favorable  circumstances.  I 
therefore  ordered  a  survey,  the  result  of  which  determined  me  to  send 
her  North,  after  giving  her  sufficient  repairs  to  enable  her  to  reach 
there.  Another  objection  to  the  Fort  Donelson  is  her  large  consump¬ 
tion  of  coal  compared  with  the  small  amount  of  service  which  she 
is  able  to  perform.  I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  the  survey 
held  upon  the  vessel  here,  and  also  copies  of  reports  on  her  condition 
sent  from  Fortress  Monroe,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  giving  list  of 
vessels  detached  from  his  command. 


Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  July  13,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  in  obedience 
to  its  orders  contained  in  its  dispatch  of  the  81st  May,  I  have  sent 
North  the  following  vessels  not  before  reported : 


Date. 

Vessel. 

Ordered  to — 

July  10 . 

Sebago . 

July  12 . 

Genesee . 

July  12 . 

Princess  Royal . 

July  12 . 

New  London . 

Boston. 

New  York. 

Do. 

Boston. 

July  13 . 

Penobscot  and  Cayuga . 

July  13 . 

Sciota  and  Pocahontas . 

July  13 . 

Vincennes . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 

^rosoy,  UENavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet,  to  proceed 

to  R hiladelphia. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

O.  a.  t  lag  ship  Estrella,  Pensacola  Bay,  July  lJh  1865. 

^IR-  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet  under  your 
command  to  this  place  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  afloat;  also  to 
Commander  James  F.  Armstrong,  commandant  of  the  navy  yard, 
tor  such  necessary  repairs  as  will  enable  your  vessel  to  make  the 
passage  North. 

After  turning  over  to  the  commandant  here  all  surplus  stores,  also 
a  .  property  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  you 

v  ill  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  report  to  the  commandant  of  the 
navy  yard  there,  and  also  to  the  Navy  Department  by  letter,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  this  order. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  >S.  Metacomet,  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Commander  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  two  boats  taken 
by  him  from  shipyard  of  John  Mahoney,  of  Algiers,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Metacomet, 

Mobile  Bay,  July  Ilf,,  1865. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  Department’s  communication  to  me  of  the 
23d  of  J une,  in  relation  to  the  two  boats  taken  by  me  from  the  ship¬ 
yard  of  John  Mahoney,  of  Algiers,  La.,  I  have  to  state  that  the  boats 
were  found  in  the  same  shipyard  that  the  rebels  were  building  iron¬ 
clad  vessels  in,  the  frames  of  which  were  cut  up  and  destroyed,  as  our 
vessels  approached  New  Orleans  on  the  day  of  its  capture ;  and  there 
were  also  several  launches  just  built,  with  pivots  and  tracks  laid  for 
carrying  guns,  all  ready  for  launching,  and  everything  indicative 
that  all  the  property,  including  the  boats  I  took  for  the  Pinola,  and 
which  were  regular  naval  built  boats,  belonged  to  and  were  intended 
for  the  use  of  the  enemy  against  us. 

At  the  time  I  took  the  boats  the  owner  of  them  had  left  with  many 
others,  no  doubt  from  fear  of  being  made  a  prisoner. 

Admiral  Farragut  directed  me  to  seize  the  launches  referred  to  in 
the  yard,  but  before  I  had  time  to  do  so  they  were  stolen  away. 

I  believed  the  owners  of  the  boats  to  be  rank  rebels,  doing  all  they 
could  against  us,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  did  not  pay  for  them  at 
the  time  of  taking  them. 

I  gave  the  note  enclosed,  stating  that  I  had  taken  the  boat,  to  show 
that  I  held  myself  responsible  for  my  acts,  and  in  case  the  parties 
could  prove  themselves  loyal  to  the  Government,  or  if  their  claims 
were  considered  good,  might  get  pay  for  their  property. 
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The  Pinola  lost  all  her  boats  in  the  fight  and  passage  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  except  the  launch,  and  those  taken  from  the 
shipyard  were  exactly  the  kind  she  needed. 

The  boats  taken  from  Mr.  Mahoney  were  worth  about  $300. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peirce  Crosby,  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Crosby ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  July  15,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  take  in  tow, the  U.  S.  S.  Cincinnati  and  proceed  with 
the  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet  under  your  command  to  New  Orleans,  and 
on  your  arrival  there  report  to  Commander  John  Downes,  senior 
officer  present.  You  will  then  return  to  your  present  anchorage  off 
Mobile. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Peirce  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Metacomet ,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  addi¬ 
tional  list  of  vessels  withdrawn  from  the  Gulf. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella,  Pensacola  Bay,  July  15, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  to-day 
issued  orders  to  the  following-named  vessels,  heretofore  attached  to 
the  East  Gulf  Squadron,  to  proceed  North,  after  landing  their  surplus 
stores  at  Key  West : 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Ordered  to — 

Honduras . 

Steamer . 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

. do . 

Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

Do. 

Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

Hibiscus . 

. do . 

Spirea . 

. do . 

Yucca . 

. do . 

Clyde . 

. do . 

George  Mangham  .... 

Supply  schooner . 

The  U.  S.  supply  steamer  New  Berne  sails  from  this  port  this 
evening  with  the  foregoing  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  >  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  sailing 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Kennebec  for  Boston. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

ZJ.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  July  15, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  sailing  this  day  from  Pensa¬ 
cola  Bay  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Kennebec ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Commander  L.  W.  Pennington,  ordered  to  Boston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington. 


Report,  of  Commander  Stevens ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Texas 
division  of  the  Gulf  Squadron ,  requesting  instructions. 


U.  S.  S.  Oneida, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  17, 1865. 

Admiral:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  relieved  Captain  Sands 
(who  sailed  yesterday  for  Pensacola)  in  command  of  the  Texas 
division  of  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

The  instructions  which  Captain  Sands  turned  over  to  me  as  my  rule 
of  conduct  do  not  contemplate  the  change  in  the  condition  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  return  of  peace,  the  restoration  of  the  national  authority,  and 
the  opening  of  the  ports  to  commerce,  and  consequently,  the  cessation 
of  the  blockade.  I  have  therefore  respectfully  to  request  your  in¬ 
structions  in  this  new  condition  of  affairs,  and  would  also  respectfully 
recommend,  should  a  force  be  kept  for  any  length  of  time,  it  should 
be  composed  of  vessels  drawing  not  over  10  feet  of  water,  which  draft 
will  enable  them  to  enter  the  ports  of  most  importance  upon  the  coast. 
The  Oneida,  Antona,  Albatross,  and  Penguin  all  draw  too  much  water 
to  cross  a  single  bar  upon  the  coast,  and,  being  obliged  to  anchor  on 
an  exposed  coast,  are  compelled  to  keep  up  steam  at  the  expense  of 
fuel,  which  is  saved  by  vessels  that  can  enter  the  ports. 

The  army  is  now  in  full  possession  of  the  State,  and  everything  is 
going  on  peacefully  and  tranquilly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


T.  H.  Stevens. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  stating  causes 
of  delay  in  an  entire  execution  of  Department's  orders  for  the 
reduction  of  the  naval  force  in  the  Gulf. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  July  15 , 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram 
of  the  12th  instant,  requiring  me  to  reduce  this  squadron  to  twelve 
vessels,  including  tugs  and  storeships,  to  send  all  others  North,  and  to 
make  Pensacola  my  headquarters;  to  discontinue  all  workshops  at 
other  points,  pay  off  and  send  home  hired  employes,  work  on  vessels 
not  required  to  be  done  at  Pensacola  to  be  done  by  men  of  the  squad¬ 
ron.  Key  West  can  be  used  as  a  coal  and  store  depot.  When  reduc¬ 
tion  is  made,  send  home  all  fleet  staff  officers  except  a  fleet  captain,  a 
fleet  lieutenant,  secretary,  acting  ensign,  and  a  clerk. 

I  am  now  engaged  in  transporting  engineers’  stores  from  New 
Orleans  by  the  Pampero  and  have  detained  the  Anderson  at  New 
Orleans  to  receive  the  ammunition  coming  down  the  river,  as  the 
F earnot  will  be  insufficient  without  her.  One  of  the  tinclads  is  now 
engaged  in  raising  the  monitor  Osage ,  sunk  by  a  torpedo  in  Blakely 
River,  and  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  being  able  to  save  that 
monitor.  .All  the  work  is  being  done  by  the  navy  under  the  immedi- 
,ate  superintendence  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Commander 
Du  Bois,  who  has  proved  himself  competent  and  indefatigable  in  the 
execution  of  this  duty.  The  only  considerable  expense  attending  the 
raising  of  these  vessels  has  been  in  the  necessary  employment  of  divers 
and  steam  pumps,  but  our  success  has  so  far  been  highly  satisfactory. 
The  Sciota  has  been  raised,  repaired,  and  sent  North.  The  tugs  Glas¬ 
gow .  and  Althea  have  been  raised  and  are  being  put  in  order  for 
service,  and  I  trust  that  ere  long  I  shall  have  the  Osage  moved  be¬ 
side  her  sister  monitors  at  New  Orleans.  The  work  now  going  on 
may  somewhat  delay  the  entire  execution  of  the  Department’s  last 
order,  for  to  carry  it  out  literally  now  would  involve  the  abandonment 
of  the  sunken  vessels  in  the  waters  of  Mobile  Bay. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  detention  here  of  the  schooner 
Charlotte ,  to  be  used  as  a  transport  for  coal  to  Mobile  Bay  and  other 
points,  as  she  can  be  sailed  very  cheaply.  One  acting  ensign  and  six 
or  seven  men  would  be  sufficient  for  her  and  would  save  the  heavy  de¬ 
murrage  to  which  we  now  have  to  submit  when  employing  chartered 
vessels  to  points  where  we  have  no  depot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  #  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Gulf  Sguadron 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Telegram.] 

Pensacola,  July  16,  1865. 
(Received  July  19,  1865—9:45  a.  m.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  received  its 
telegram*  of  the  12th  instant,  which  orders  I  shall  obey  soon  as  pos- 


*  Substantially  the  same  as  letter  from  Department,  dated  July  7,  1865. 
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“M*  Th(r  large  accumulation  of  ammunition  at  this  place  renders 
the  detention  here  of  the  Anderson ,  Kuhn ,  Pampero ,  and  Fearnot 
indispensable  to  its  safety.  Shall  I  detain  them?  The  schooner  is 
also  required  for  transportation — coal. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

TT  _  Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  G.  Welles,  j 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
movement  of  U.  S.  vessels  northward. 

No.  247.]  ^  ^  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  July  22, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Virginia 
(iron  vessel)  sailed  from  this  bay  for  Philadelphia  on  the  17th  in¬ 
stant,  and  the  Seminole  for  Boston  and  the  Octorara  for  New  York 
on  the  20th.  The  F ort  J ackson  leaves  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  list 

of  vessels  sent  North. 


No.  258.]  ^  _  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  July  27, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  departure 
of  the  following  vessels  of  this  squadron  for  the  North  since  my  dis¬ 
patch,  No.  247 : 


Date. 

Vessel. 

Commanding  officer. 

\ 

Ordered  to — 

July  25 . 

Cornubia  (iron  vessel) . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  [J.  A.] 
Johnstone. 

Philadelphia. 

Jul'-  26 . 

Preston  (iron  vessel) . 

A.  Vol.  Lt.  [J.  R.]  Wheeler... 
Lt.  Comdr.  T.  H.  Stevens _ 

Do. 

Do . 

Oneida . 

New  York. 

July  27 . 

Albatross . 

Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

Do . 

Antona  (iron  vessel) . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  [J.  F.]  Harden.. 

I  have  sent  the  J.  P.  Jackson  to  New  Orleans  to  be  sold. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
wishes  expressed  by  the  governor -general  of  Havana  regarding  the 
G.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 


Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Key  West ,  Fla.,  August  3, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  sailed  from 
Pensacola  in  the  Fort  Morgan  on  her  return  trip  to  Key  West  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  touching  at  Havana  to  communicate  with  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  that  port.  I  arrived  there  on  Sunday,  30th,  and  sailed  for 
this  port  on  the  1st  instant. 

On  Monday,  the  31st  ultimo,  during  a  call  of  ceremony  at  the 
residence  of  the  governor-general,  he  expressed  a  wish  to  deliver  to 
my  custody  the  ram  Stonewall ,  and  informed  me  that  she  was  fully 
coaled,  and  that  all  her  stores  and  supplies  were  on  board,  but  in  the 
absence  of  instrnctionns  from  the  Department  in  relation  to  this 
vessel  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  act. 

The  health  of  this  port  continues  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  with  en¬ 
closures  regarding  measures  for  the  relief  of  American  citizens  in 
San  Domingo ,  West  Indies. 


Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella,  Key  West,  August  3, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  a  copy 
of  a  communication  from  Vice-Consul  Thomas  Savage,  Havana,  giv¬ 
ing  certain  information  of  the  condition  of  things  at  the  city  of 
San  Domingo,  derived  from  our  commercial  agent  there,  who  states 
that  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens  are  in  the  greatest  danger, 
and  urging  the  presence  of  a  United  States  vessel  of  war. 

I  have  dispatched  the  Mercedita  to  that  place,  to  take  all  necessary 
steps  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens.  En¬ 
closed  herewith  (marked  No.  2)  is  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  M.  Haxtun.  On  his  return  I  shall  send  the  Mercedita 
North. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  _  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 
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U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana ,  July  21h  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  following  communication  from  our 
commercial  agent  at  the  city  of  San  Domingo  (Dominican  Republic), 
dated  8th  instant.  Circumstances  oblige  me  to  write  you  a  second 
request  to  urge  some  United  States  steamer  of  war  to  come  to  this 
port,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  lives  and  property  of  our 
citizens  are  in  the  greatest  danger. 

This  is  the  first  letter  that  has  reached  this  office  from  that  officer 
since  he  left  Havana  last  May. 

Many  days  will  elapse  before  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to  send 
a  dispatch  to  Cape  Haitien,  which  I  believe  is  the  headquarters  of 
the  West  India  Squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Savage, 

Vice- Consul- General. 

Rear-Admiral  Thatcher, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  August  2,  1865. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  communication  from  Thomas  Savage, 
U.  S.  vice-consul  at  Havana,  representing  that  the  interests  of  our 
countrymen  at  the  city  of  San  Domingo  are  seriously  endangered. 
I  ou  will  therefore  proceed  with  the  Mercedita  under  your  command 
to  the  city  of  San  Domingo  and  put  yourself  at  once  in  communica¬ 
tion  with  our  commercial  agent  there,  and  take  all  necessary  steps  to 
protect  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens  at  that  place. 

If  on  your  arrival  at  San  Domingo  you  are  satisfied  that  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  man-of-war  is  necessary,  you  will  report  to  me  at  the  earli¬ 
est  opportunity;  but  if  you  are  satisfied  that  your  presence  there  is 
not  required,  you  will  return  to  this  anchorage  and  report  to  me  the 
state  of  affairs. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant- Commander  Milton  Haxtun, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  arrival  at 
Key  West  and  progress  upon  works  at  that  place. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ .  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Key  West ,  Fla.,  August  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  at 
this  port  on  the  1st  instant.  I  have  discharged  all  the  workmen  from 
the  machine  shop  here  (with  the  exception  of  the  foreman,  who  is 
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temporarily  detained  for  the  transfer  of  the  property)  and  offered 
passage  North  to  such  of  them  as  desired  to  avail  themselves  of  it. 

The  work  of  altering  the  storehouse  and  constructing  the  coal 
wharf  is  progressing  satisfactorily  under  the  able  supervision  of 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Philbrick.  The  speedy  completion  of 
the  storehouse  is  very  desirable,  as  the  Department  will  then  be 
released  from  the  heavy  rent  demanded  for  the  building  now  occupied 
as  such. 

After  having  disposed  of  the  vessels  here  advantageously,  I  shall 
return  to  Pensacola,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admircd  Thatcher ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
sending  of  the  U .  S.  steamers  Trefoil  and  Yucca  for  the  removal  of 
the  wreck  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  Key  West ,  August  Jh  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  yesterday 
evening  I  dispatched  the  U.  S.  steamers  Trefoil  and  Yucca  to  No 
Name  Key,  [Fla.],  [No  Name  Cay,  Abaco  Island?],  the  Trefoil  to 
take  on  board  all  material  remaining  on  the  key  from  the  wreck  of  the 
ban  Jacinto  and  proceed  thence  to  Boston;  the  Yucca  to  receive  on 
boaid  for  passage  here  the  agent  of  the  salvors  and  all  papers  neces¬ 
sary  to  settle  the  claims  of  the  said  salvors. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admircd  Thatcher ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
departure  of  three  vessels  for  the  North. 

tj  o  -m  i '  r~T  Gulf  Squadron, 

C.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  off  Key  West ,  August  \  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Hibiscus ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  L.  Martine,  sailed  from 
this  port  this  morning  for  New  York.  The  Spirea  will  follow  in  a 
tew  days. 

The  F ort  M organ  left  at  daylight  direct  for  New  York  The  Ber¬ 
muda  came  m  to-day  from  Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  J  _  ,  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N avy ,  W ashington. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
departure  of  vessels  for  the  North. 


TT  „  „7  Gulf  Squadron, 

u.  S.  Tlagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  August  11,  1865. 

-S™  *. 1  lia,ye  the  honor  to  report  that  during  my  absence  at  Key 
West  the  following  vessels  of  this  squadron  arrived  at  Pensacola  and, 
alter  landing  their  surplus  stores,  proceeded  North: 


Vessel. 

Date. 

Sailed  for — 

Metacomet . 

Penguin . 

P  hiladelphia. 
Boston. 

New  York. 
Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

Augusta  Dinsmore . 

Itasca . 

Bark  Arthur . 

■ - - - ? 

Since  the  departure  of  Fleet  Lieutenant  M.  L.  Johnson,  condemned 
by  medical  survey,  the  Estrella  has  been  commanded  by  Fleet  Captain 
Commander  Simpson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
departure  for  the  North  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Kittatinny,  and  prepara¬ 
tion  of  other  vessels. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay,  August  15,  1865. 
Sir:.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Kittatinny  sailed  from  this  port  yesterda}^  evening  for  New  York. 

The  Tritonia  is  in  dock  at  Mobile,  and  so  soon  as  repaired  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  undertake  the  voyage  North,  she  will  follow.  The  Pink 
will  be  ready  to  go  North  in  a  few  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
permission  to  retain  the  U.  S.  tug  Glasgow  under  his  command. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow,  Mobile  Bay,  August  19,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  request  leave  to  detain  the  tug  Glasgow  in  this 
squadron  as  a  tender  to  the  flag-steamer  Estrella.  The  Glasgow  had 
been  fitted  with  accommodations  for  part  of  the  staff  before  I  assumed 
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command  of  this  squadron,  and  is  extremely  useful  for  rapid  move¬ 
ments  in  smooth  and  shallow  waters,  drawing  but  6  feet  and  consum¬ 
ing  6^  tons  in  twenty-four  hours’  steaming,  easily  attaining  12  miles 
an  hour  under  favorable  circumstances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon..  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy ,  requesting  instructions  regarding  the  recovery  of  vessels 
used  as  obstructions  in  Mobile  Bay. 


Treasury  Department,  August  23,  1865. 

Sir:  The  collector  of  customs  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  advises  me  of  the 
applications  of  persons  “  claiming  to  be  owners,  by  Confederate 
purchase,  to  raise  and  take  possession  of  the  wrecks  of  vessels  and 
machinery  now  obstructing  the  harbor  of  Mobile  and  its  approaches.” 

These  articles  were  probably  sunken  by  the  authorities  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States,  and  should  now  be  regarded  as  captured 
and  surrendered  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ask  whether  the  Navy  Department  will  take 
charge  of  the  recovery  of  this  property  as  needed  for  Navy  use,  or 
whether  the  agents  of  the  Treasury  Department  shall  be  authorized 
to  collect  this  with  other  captured  property. 

Respectfully, 


Hugh  McCullough, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Endorsement.] 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  admiral  commanding  the  Gulf 
Squadron  be  directed  to  have  these  wrecks  raised,  in  behalf  of  the 
Navy  Department. 

John  Lenthall. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  departure  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pembina  for  Boston. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Glasgow ,  off  Mobile ,  August  30,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Pembina  sailed  from  Pensacola  on  the  22d  instant,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant-Commander  M.  P.  Jones,  for  the  port  of  Boston. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  oj  Acting  Rear-Admiral  7  hatcher ,  TJ .  S .  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  regarding  expedition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita  to  San  Do¬ 
mingo,  West  Indies. 


Gulf  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Tug  Glasgow ,  Mobile  Boy ,  September  18,  1865. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  No.  262,  dated  August  3,  from  Key  West,  I 
informed  the  Department  that  in  consequence  of  a  communication 
from  Vice-Consul  Thomas  Savage,  Havana,  relating  to  the  condition 
of  things  at  San  Domingo,  I  had  dispatched  the  Mercedita  to  that 
port. 

I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  M. 
Haxtun  of  his  mission,  showing  that  there  was  no  real  necessity  for 
his  presence  there. 

I  have  ordered  the  Mercedita  to  proceed  to  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Mercedita,  3d  Rate, 

Key  West,  August  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of 
August  3,  I  left  Key  West  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  and  anchored  in 
the  harbor  of  San  Domingo  on  the  11th  instant. 

I  immediately  went  ashore  and  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  com¬ 
mercial  agent,  Mr.  Jones. 

I  was  met  on  the  wharf  and  accompanied  to  his  residence  by  Mr. 
Cazenove,  an  American  gentleman  who  had  diplomatic  relations  on 
the  part  of  our  Government  ivith  that  of  the  Dominicans  during  the 
Administrations  of  Presidents  Pierce  and  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Jones  expressed  himself  delighted  to  see  me  and  to  see  an 
American  man-of-war,  and  he  remarked  what  he  had  written  to  Sav¬ 
age — for  God’s  sake  send  a  man-of-war  there,  that  he  wanted  more 
nationality. 

Mr.  Jones  was  in  a  very  tremulous  and  disordered  state;  he  talked 
in  an  incoherent  and  unconnected  way  and  gave  evidence  of  having 
been  under  the  influence  of  liquor  for  some  time. 

He  gave  me  no  information,  and  he  said  nothing  to  establish  the 
fact  of  there  having  been  or  there  being  any  necessity  for  the  presence 
of  an  American  man-of-war  in  the  island  of  San  Domingo.  At  about 
the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  the  island,  last  month,  an  English  and 
French  man-of-war  visited  that  port,  and  the  representatives  of  those 
powers  were  evidently  waiting  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Domini¬ 
can  Government  to  extend  and  maintain  their  influence. 

I  was  assured  that  before  and  since  Mr.  Jones  wrote  the  letter  call¬ 
ing  for  a  man-of-war,  a  copy  of  portions  of  which  you  enclosed  to  me, 
everything  has  been  perfectly  quiet  and  orderly  and  there  have  been 
no  indications  of  any  disturbance  whatever. 
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On  the  departure  from  the  island  early  in  July,  General  Gandara, 
commanding  the  Spanish  forces,  issued  a  proclamation  announcing 
that  the  blockade  of  all  the  ports  and  coasts  of  the  Dominican  terri¬ 
tory  should  continue. 

I  saw  no  Spanish  man-of-war  on  the  southern  coast  of  San  Do¬ 
mingo,  and  I  was  assured  by  Mr.  Cazenove  and  others  that  no  effort 
had  been  made  by  the  Spaniards  to  maintain  the  blockade  of  any 
port. 

The  country  is  politically  in  an  unsettled  state ;  there  is  a  provincial 
President  and  Congress,  and  a  revolutionary  movement  had  taken 
place  against  them  in  and  about  the  city  of  San  Domingo,  but  it  was 
probable  that  ere  long  an  election  for  a  President  and  a  Congress 
would  be  ordered  throughout  the  country,  and  the  Government 
would  then  proceed  in  the  regular  channels  as  before  the  Spanish 
invasion. 

I  left  the  harbor  of  San  Domingo  on  the  14th  instant,  and  on  the 
15th,  finding  our  ability  to  reach  Key  West  with  the  existing  stock  of 
coal  contingent  on  the  continuance  of  smooth  weather,  I  deemed  it 
prudent  to  touch  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  and  obtain  sufficient  to  insure 
making  the  passage. 

I  arrived  there  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  obtained  20  tons  of 
Welsh  coal  at  the  moderate  price  of  $10  per  ton,  left  on  the  21st,  and 
anchored  here  this  forenoon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Haxtttn, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admired  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  regarding  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pink  on  Dauphin  Island. 


Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  blag  ship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  September  20,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Samuel  Belden,  late  commanding  U.  S.  S  Pink 
of  the  loss  of  that  vessel  on  Dauphin  Island  on  the  23d  instant! 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  save  the  property  which  can  be  reached 
and  a  court  of  enquiry  ordered  to  investigate  the  circumstances  of 
the  loss. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 


Dauphin  Island,  September  23, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  probable  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pink  while 
on  the  passage  from  New  Orleans  to  Mobile.  I  crossed  the  bar  at 
Pass  a  1  Outre  at  3 :20  a.  m.  of  the  22d  instant,  the  [wind]  blowing  a 
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moderate  breeze  from  the  N.  E. ;  during  the  forenoon  the  wind  in¬ 
creased  to  a  fresh  gale,  with  an  ugly  cross  sea,  giving  the  vessel  so 
much  motion  as  to  cause  the  compasses  to  swing  at  times  eight  or 
ten  points. 

At  about  3:10  a.  m.  of  the  23d,  while  steering  in  to  make  Sand 
Island  light,  using  the  lead  frequently,  and  supposing  the  vessel  to 
be  to  the  eastward  of  Sand  Island,  she  struck  the  bottom;  the  engine 
was  immediately  stopped  and  backed,  but  the  high  sea  and  strong- 
wind  prevented  the  possibility  of  backing  her  off,  and  she  continued 
to  drive  up  on  the  land. 

At  daylight,  the  weather  being  more  moderate,  I  attempted  to  get 
her  off  by  laying  out  an  anchor;  but  after  swamping  a  boat,  thus 
letting  the  anchor  go  at  too  short  a  distance  from  the  vessel  to  be  of 
any  service,  and  the  surf  getting  heavier  every  moment,  the  wind  at 
this  time  having  veered  to  the  S.  E.,  I  gave  up  the  idea  of  getting  her 
off  with  the  means  at  my  command  and  sent  a  gang  of  men  with  an 
officer  on  shore  to  erect  a  tent  with  the  sails  and  awnings  belonging 
to  the  vessel,  employing  the  rest  of  the  ship’s  company  at  getting 
provisions,  water,  and  other  necessary  articles  on  shore,  in  order  that 
in  the  event  of  being  obliged  to  leave  the  vessel,  we  should  have 
shelter  and  food  on  shore. 

At  about  6  p.  m.,  the  vessel  having  bilged  and  being  half  full  of 
water,  I  ordered  the  officers  and  crew  to  get  their  effects  on  shore, 
and  to  go  on  shore  themselves  for  the  night,  intending  to  return  to 
the  vessel  to-morrow  and  save  the  movable  portion  of  her  equipment. 

Everything  on  board  may  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  weather 
moderates,  but  there  is  no  place  on  this  part  of  the  island  where 
the  things  may  be  stowed,  on  account  of  the  lowness  of  the  land.  I 
would  very  respectfully  suggest  that  a  vessel  of  some  kind  be  sent 
into  Mississippi  Sound  to  receive  such  articles  as  may  be  removed. 

I  dispatched  an  officer  to  Fort  Gaines  this  morning  to  communicate 
the  news  of  the  disaster  to  you,  but  he  returned  unsuccessful,  there 
being  no  means  of  communicating  with  Mobile  from  Fort  Gaines. 

I  have  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  vessel,  of  the  manner  in  which  they  worked,  and  of 
their  orderly  conduct  while  endeavoring  to  get  the  vessel  off  and  when 
leaving  the  vessel. 

I  shall  remain  by  the  vessel  until  the  receipt  of  orders  to  the  con¬ 
trary  from  superior  authority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Belden, 

Acting  Volunteer  lAeutenant. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
laying  up  of  ironclads  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

Gulp  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  September  27, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  ironclads 
Manhattan ,  Lafayette ,  Choctaw ,  Cincinnati ,  Tennessee,  Kickapoo 
It  mnebago ,  and  Chickasaw  are  now  laid  up  on  the  Algiers  side  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  about  one  mile  below  Slaughter  House  Point. 

A  copy  of  a  detailed  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  William  Hamilton,  the  officer  in  charge  of  ironclads,  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  with  a  dis- 
patch  -in  which  its  attention  was  called  to  the  suggestions  of  that 
officer. 

A  copy  of  the  report  by  Acting  Chief  Engineer  William  Roberts, 
superintending  engineer  of  ironclads,  has  also  been  forwarded  to 
the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  t  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  list  of 
vessels  comprising  the  Gulf  Squadron  under  his  command. 


T  O  r  •  7--  Gulp  Squadron, 

U.  S.  t  lag  ship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  October  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  6th  in¬ 
stant  of  the  Department’s  dispatch  of  the  9th  ultimo,  advising  me 
that  the  semimonthly  report  of  vessels  composing  the  squadron  has 
not  been  received  for  some  time  past  and  that  the  names  of  the  twelve 
vessels  to  be  retained  have  not  yet  been  furnished  to  the  Department, 

The  semimonthly  reports  referred  to  were  discontinued  after  I  had 
received  the  Department’s  orders  to  reduce  the  squadron,  inasmuch  as 
most  of  the  vessels  were  constantly  changing  their  positions,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  being  sent  North  or  engaged  in  removing  stores  and  other 
property  from  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  to  Pensacola.  Everv  vessel 

mentVer’  ^  S°°n  ^  ^  ^  the  squadron  was  rePorted  to  the  Depart- 

The  twelve  vessels  retained  from  the  East  and  West  Gulf  squad- 
rons  to  constitute  the  present  Gulf  Squadron,  are  as  follows :  * 

The  Department,  wiil  perceive  that  in  this  entire  list  there  is  no 
vessel  fit  to  be  used  as  a  flagship  for  a  cruise  at  sea,  particularly  in  the 
winter  season,  none  of  them,  except  the  Estrella ,  having  accommoda¬ 
tions  for  myself  and  staff,  and  the  Estrella  certainly  is  not  adapted 
to  this  end  Of  the  above-named  vessels  I  shall  soon  be  able  to  dis- 
pense  with  the  M.  A.  Wood,  and  in  all  probability  the  tug  Marigold, 

*  See  enclosure  No.  1,  table  No.  1. 
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in  which  case  I  shall  respectfully  request  the  Department  to  send  me 
two  seagoing  vessels  in  their  place. 

In  addition  to  the  twelve  vessels  above  named,  I  have  been  author¬ 
ized  by  the  Department  to  retain  permanently  in  the  squadron  four 
other  vessels,  viz,  the  schooner  Charlotte ,  for  the  transportation  of 
coal,  and  the  side-wheel  steamer  Cowslip ,  as  a  dispatch  boat  between 
Pensacola,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans,  the  side- wheel  steamer  Glasgow 
as  a  tender  to  the  flagship,  and  the  screw  steamer  Yucca  as  a  dispatch 
boat  between  Havana  and  Pensacola.  The  names  of  these  vessels  and 
of  their  commanding  officers  are  given  in  enclosure  No.  2,  table  No.  2. 
The  Cowslip  having,  as  before  reported  to  the  Department,  been  sunk 
and  raised,  is  not  yet  in  running  order,  and  the  Tritonia  is,  therefore, 
used  for  the  present  in  her  place.  As  soon  as  the  Cowslip  is  repaired, 
the  Tritonia  will  either  be  sent  North  or  disposed  of  here. 

By  the  Department’s  dispatch  of  July  19  I  was  authorized  to  retain 
temporarily  certain  vessels  needed  for  the  safety  of  accumulated 
ammunition,  etc.,  to  wit,  the  TF.  G.  Anderson ,  Fearnot,  J .  C .  Kuhn , 
and  Pampero.  These  vessels  have  been  in  constant  use,  but  so  soon 
as  all  the  stores  accumulated  at  New  Orleans  are  removed  therefrom 
they  will  be  sent  North.  The  list  of  these  vessels  temporarily  re¬ 
tained,  with  the  names  of  their  commanding  officers,  is  given  in 
enclosure  No.  3,  table  3. 

I  have  also  received  the  authority  of  the  Department,  in  its  dis¬ 
patch  of  August  2,  to  substitute  one  of  the  tugs  of  the  squadron  for 
the  Jasmine  heretofore  used  at  the  navy  yard,  to  transfer  the  Buck¬ 
thorn  to  the  yard  as  an  anchor  hoy,  ancl  to  keep  the  Potomac  at  Pen¬ 
sacola  as  a  receiving  ship.  The  Jasmine  is  still  undergoing  repairs 
at  this  yard,  and  the  Rose  has  been  substituted  for  her.  (See  enclo¬ 
sure  No.  4,  table  No.  4.) 

The  tugs  Hollyhock  and  Narcissus  are  ready  for  sale;  the  Althea 
will  be  so  in  a  short  time;  the  Jasmine  when  the  repairs  on  her  are 
completed;  the  Tritonia  when  the  Cowslip  is  ready  for  service;  the 
schooner  Sam  Houston ,  used  heretofore  as  a  pilot  boat,  as  well  as  the 
surrendered  rebel  steamers  Baltic ,  Black  Diamond ,  Morgan ,  and 
Nashville.  These  surrendered  vessels  are  of  no  use  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  ought  to  be  disposed  of,  and  I  am  awaiting  orders  to  that 
effect;  none  of  them  can  go  to  sea.  I  have  presented,  in  enclosure 
No.  5,  table  No.  5,  a  list  of  vessels  either  to  be  sent  North  or  to  be 
sold  here.  The  market  at  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  is  so  overstocked, 
in  consequence  of  the  numerous  army  vessels  ordered  to  be  sold,  that 
it  would  perhaps  be  advisable,  if  possible,  to  send  the  Narcissus , 
Jasmine ,  Althea ,  and  Tritonia  North. 

All  the  ironclads  have  been  laid  up  in  ordinary  at  New  Orleans 
except  the  Osage ,  which  vessel  will  be  ready  in  a  short  time  to  be 
towed  to  New  Orleans  or  Pensacola,  as  the  Department  may  direct.  I 
have  telegraphed  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  on  this  subject.  In 
my  opinion  she  ought  to  go  to  New  Orleans. 

Enclosure  No.  6,  table  No.  6,  gives  a  list  of  the  ironclads  laid  up 
and  the  names  of  the  officers  in  charge. 

The  following  vessels  have  been  sold  in  this  Department:  The. 
Bloomer ,  Carrabasset ,  C oryplieus ,  Elk.  Fort  Gaines ,  Glide ,  Ida,  J .  P. 
Jackson ,  Meteor ,  Nyanza ,  Selma ,  Stockdale ,  and  T allahatchie.  (See 
enclosure  No,  7,  table  7,) 
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The  steam  tug  Pink  is  ashore  on  Dauphin  Island  and  I  am  nego¬ 
tiating  for  wrecking  her.  The  loss  of  this  vessel  has  been  reported 
to  the  Department. 

Thirty-eight  vessels,  formerly  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  have 
been  sent  North ;  their  names  are  given  in  enclosure  No.  8,  table  No.  8. 

I  desire  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  its  order 
directing  the  reduction  of  my  staff  to  fleet  captain,  fleet  lieutenant, 
secretary,  one  acting  ensign,  and  a  clerk. 

My  fleet  lieutenant,  M.  L.  Johnson,  went  North  in  July  last  under 
medical  survey,  and  thus  losing  his  valuable  services,  I  have  been 
unable  to  dispense  with  the  assistance  of  the  two  acting  ensigns  on 
my  staff,  Mr.  [F.  T.]  Mason  and  Mr.  [Adrian]  Phillipps. 

Mr.  Mason’s  resignation  has  already  been  forwarded  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  by  the  time  the  acceptance  of  it  reaches  me,  I  may  be  able 
to  carry  on  the  clerical  duties  of  the  squadron  with  my  secretary 
Acting  Ensign  Phillipps,  and  a  clerk.  '  ’ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  I V ashington. 

[Enclosures.] 

Table  No.  1. 

List  of  the  twelve  vessels  retained  in  the  Gulf  squadron,  giving  their  names 
class,  guns,  names  of  commanding  officers,  and  their  present  station. 


Name. 

Class. 

Clematis . 

Chocura . 

Estrella . 

Grand  Gulf . 

Screw  . . . 

Mahaska . 

Maria  A.  Wood.. 

Schooner . 

Marigold . 

Muscoota . 

Paul  .Tones . 

Port  Royal . 

Sagamore . . 

Screw . 

Tallapoosa . 

Side-wheel _ 

Acting  Ensign  P.  Williams . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  R.  Yates . 

Commander  E.  Simpson . 

Lieutenant  F.  Rodgers  (temporary) 
Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  H.  Cushman. 
Actg.  Ensign  J.  D.  Moore . 

Actg.MasterandPilotC.P.  Williams 

Commander  G.  M.  Ransom.. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Madigan . ’’ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  Gherardi 
Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming  A  A 
Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  Magaw . 


Commanding  officer. 


Station. 


New  Orleans. 
Pensacola. 
Do. 

New  Orleans. 
Apalachicola. 
Pensacola. 
Key  West. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 
Galveston. 
Tampa. 
Galveston. 


Table  No.  2. 


List  of  the  four  vessels  allowed  by  special  orders  of  the  Department  to  be  re 
tained  permanently  in  the  squadron  in  addition  to  the  original  twelve  giving 

duly.  nameS’  ’  0UnS’  “S  °f  thG  commandinff  officers,  and  Zeir present 


Name. 

Class. 

Guns. 

Commanding  officer. 

Station  and  duty. 

Charlotte . 

Schooner . . 

Mate  A.  Whiting . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  Ell  ms. 

Pensacola,  used  for  transporta¬ 
tion  of  coal. 

Cowslip . 

Glasgow . 

Pensacola,  under  repairs,  to  be 
used  as  dispatch  boat 

Yucca . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  M. 
Dyer. 

Pensacola,  tender  to  flagship. 

Actg.  Master  H.  C 
Wade. 

Key  West,  dispatch  steamer. 
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Table  No.  3. 


List  of  sailing  vessels  allowed  by  the  Department  to  be  temporarily  retained  for 
the  transportation  of  stores,  etc.,  from  New  Orleans  to  Pensacola. 


Name. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  station. 

Anderson,  W.  G . 

Fearnot  . 

Acting  Master  E.  B.  Hussey . 

Acting  Master  John  Ross. 

New  Orleans,  after  stores. 
Pensacola,  with  powder. 
Pensacola,  ordnance  stores. 
Pensacola,  with  stores. 

J.  C.  Kuhn . 

Pampero . 

Acting  Master  G.  F.  Wilkins . 

Acting  Master  0.  Colburn 

Table  No.  4. 

List  of  vessels  to  be  attached  to  the  Pensacola  navy  yard  by  special  orders  of 

the  Department. 


Name. 

Commanding  officer. 

Duty. 

Buckthorn . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  EL  Wainwright 

Scrfew  tug,  anchor  hoy. 
Receiving  ship. 

Screw  tug,  substituted  for 
tug  Jasmine. 

Potomac . 

Commander" A.  Gibson  . . . 

Rose . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  D.  Maddocks 

Table  No.  5. 

List  of  vessels  yet  to  be  sold  or  sent  North. 


Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  station. 

Althea  . 

Screw  tug . 

Mobile,  repairing. 

New  Orleans,  for  stores. 
Mobile. 

Do. 

Pensacola,  with  powder. 

New  Orleans. 

Pensacola,  with  stores. 
Pensacola,  repairing. 

Mobile. 

Aground  above  Mobile. 

Pensacola. 

Do. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Anderson,  W.  G  ... 
Baltic . 

Black  Diamond  ... 

Fearnot . 

Hollyhock . 

J.  C.  Kuhn . 

Jasmine . 

Sailing  vessel . 

Surrendered  rebel 
steamer. 

Surrendered  rebel 
steamer. 

Sailing  vessel . 

Side- wheel  tug  . . . 

Sailing  vessel . 

Screw  tug . 

Acting  Master  E.  B.  Hussey.. 
Acting  Ensign  L.  R.  Vance  .. 

Acting  Ensign  F.  R.  Iaschke. 

Acting  Master  J.  Ross . 

Pilot  B.  Tarbell . 

Acting  Master  G.  F.  Wilkins.. 

Morgan . 

Nashville . 

Narcissus . 

Pampero . 

Sam  Houston . 

Tritonia . 

Steamer  ”  surren¬ 
dered. 

Steamer  surren¬ 
dered. 

Screw  tug . 

Sailing  vessel . 

Schooner . 

Side-wheel . 

Acting  Ensign  T.  J.  Werner.. 

Mate  G.  A.  Pynne . 

Acting  Ensign  I.  S.  Bradbury. 

Acting  Master  0.  Colburn _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  M.  Freeman. 
Acting  Master  W.  M.  Stannard 

Table  No.  6. 

List  of  ironclads  laid  up  at  New  Orleans  under  special  charge  of  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant-Commander  William  Hamilton. 


Name. 

Officer  in  charge. 

Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  Higgins. 

Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  H.  Duckworth. 

Acting  Master  J.  B.  Williams. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Chandler. 

Acting  Ensign  Paul  Morgan. 

Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Loan. 

Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Mack. 

Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  W.  D.  Hyde. 

Chickasaw . 

Cincinnati . 

Note. — A  list  of  officers  still  attached  to  these  vessels  accompanied  my  dis¬ 
patch  No.  BIT.  The  Osage  will,  in  a  short  time,  be  ready  to  be  towed  to  New 

Orleans. 
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Table  No.  7. 

List  of  vessels  of  the  squadron  sold  in  this  department. 


Name. 

Class. 

Where  sold. 

Bloomer . 

Steamer . 

Wreck,  Pensacola 
New  Orleans. 
Mobile. 

New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Wreck,  Mobile. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Carrabasset . 

Tinclad  steamer . . 

Corypheus . 

Schooner . 

Elk . 

Tinclad  steamer . 

Fort  Gaines . 

Steamer . 

Glide . 

Tinclad  steamer . . 

Ida . 

Screw  tug . 

J.  P.  Jackson . 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

Meteor . 

Tinclad  steamer . 

Nyanza . 

Tinclad  steamer . 

Selma . 

Captured  steamer . 

Stockdale . 

Tinclad  steamer . 

Tallahatchie . 

Tinclad  steamer . 

Table  No.  8. 

List,  of  vessels,  formerly  part  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  sent  North  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  orders  to  reduce  the  squadron. 


Name. 

Class. 

Name. 

Class. 

Albatross . 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Sailing  vessel. 
Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Sailing  vessel. 

Antona . 

Steamer . 

Aroostook . 

Steamer . 

Arthur . 

Sailing  vessel. . . 

Bohio . 

Cayuga  . 

Sailing  vessel . 

Steamer . 

Owasco . 

Cornubia . 

Steamer . 

Dinsmore,  A . 

Steamer . 

Fort  Jackson . 

Steamer . 

Genesee . . 

Steamer . 

Gertrude . 

Steamer . 

Itasca  . 

Steamer . 

Kanawha . 

Steamer . 

Katahdin . . 

Steamer . 

Kennebec . . 

Steamer . 

Kittatinny . 

Lackawanna . 

Sailing  vessel . 

Steamer . 

Seminole . 

Mercedita . 

Steamer . 

Metacomet . 

Steamer . 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  1  hatcher ,  U .  S.  Navy:  regarding  the 
removal  of  the  naval  headquarters  to  the  Reading  Press  and  other 
changes  at  New  Orleans .. 

No.  330.]  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  October  11 , 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  30th 
ultimo  the  naval  headquarters  at  New  Orleans  were  removed  to  the 
Reading  Press  and  Doctor  Mercer’s  house  turned  over  to  his  ao-ent 
•  Duncan,  that  Assistant  Paymaster  (late  acting  fleet  paymaster) 
W.  C.  Cook  has  vacated  his  office  in  Canal  street  and  moved  to  the 
Reading  Press;  that  all  employes  of  the  carpenter’s  department  have 
been  discharged,  and  that  the  hospital  at  New  Orleans  has  been 
broken  up  and  the  building  delivered  to  the  proper  authorities. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PI.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  lie  civ- A  d  iixivci  l  ?  O  omincincling  Gulf  S  gucxdvon* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington . 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
papers  in  the  matter  of  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Ewing  at 
Pensacola. 

N°.  364.]  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.S.  Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  November  13 , 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
(marked  No.  1),  addressed  to  me  by  Commander  JT.  F.  Armstrong, 
commandant  of  the  Pensacola  navy  yard,  submitting  to  me  copies  of 
letters,  affidavits,*  etc.  (marked  No.  2),  from  Colonel  Woodman,  com¬ 
manding  Subdistrict  West  Florida,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  steamer 
Ewing ,  at  Pensacola,  abandoned  by  the  so-called  Confederate  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

I  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  the  case  until  these  papers  were 
submitted  to  me,  by  which  it  would  seem  that  the  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department  had  sold  at  auction,  for  a  merely  nominal  price, 
an  abandoned  wrecked  steamer  worth  at  least  over  $1,000. 

The  papers  are  submitted  for  such  action,  if  any,  which  the  Depart¬ 
ment  may  choose  to  take. 

Very  respectfully, 

PL  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton. 


[Enclosures.] 

Commandant’s  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Pensacola ,  November  8 , 1865. 

Admiral  :  I  submit  the  copies  of  letters  received  on  the  6th  instant 
from  Colonel  Woodman,  commanding  Subdistrict  West  Florida,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Ewing ,  at  Pensacola,  abandoned  by  the 
so-called  Confederate  Government.  I  have  informed  Colonel  Wood¬ 
man  that  I  have  submitted  the  papers  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Armstrong, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Henry  Iv.  Thatcher, 

C ommanding  Gulf  Squadron ,  Pensacola  Bay. 


Headquarters  Subdistrict  of  West  Florida, 

Barrancas ,  November  6 , 1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  consid¬ 
eration,  copies  of  affidavits  concerning  the  wreck  of  the  steamer 
Ewing ,  abandoned  by  the  so-called  Confederate  Navy. 

The  boiler  has  been  raised  from  the  wreck  and  placed  on  Moreno’s 
wharf,  Pensacola,  an  unsafe  place  for  it,  under  existing  circum¬ 
stances. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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I  would  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  if  you  intend  to  take 
any  action  in  the  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Woodman, 

Colonel  Second  Maine  Cavalry ,  Commanding. 
Captain  Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Pensacola. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  T hatcher ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

the  disposition  of  Confederate  naval  material  in  localities  on  the 

Apalachicola  River. 

r.  .  Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  b  lagship  Estrella ,  off  Pensacola ,  Fla.,  November  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  Department,  under  date 
September  8,  1865,  I  directed  Liuetenant-Commander  C.  H.  Cush¬ 
man  to  visit  the  localities  on  the  Apalachicola  Eiver  and  its  branches 
where  rebel  naval  property  was  said  to  be  deposited,  and  in  coniunc- 
tion  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander,  the  special  Treasury  agent,  endeavor 
to  secure  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  all  property  which  had 
been  claimed  by  the  rebel  naval  authorities.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Cushman,  having  performed  this  duty,  has  returned  and  made  his 
report  to  the  effect  that  at  Eufaula  Mr.  Alexander  had  no  propertv 
whatever  to  turn  over  to  him.  At  Macon  Mr.  Alexander  presented 
turn  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Warner,  late  a  chief  engineer  in  the  rebel  Navv, 
and  informed  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman  that  he  had  consti¬ 
tuted  Mr.  Warner  as  his  subagent  to  turn  over  the  propertv  an 
examination  showed  that  there  was  a  quantity  of  blocks!  hawLers, 
copper,  sheet  and  pig  iron,  steel,  composition,  spikes,  sheathing  nails, 
ig  t-house  property,  and  two  guns;  in  all  probablv  ten  or  twelve 
carloads,  all  mingled  with  army  property,  from  which  it  must  be 
selected.  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman  met  here  an  officer  de¬ 
tailed  by  the  commander  of  the  Atlantic  Squadron  on  the  same  errand 
but  it  would  be  impracticable  to  transport  this  property  to  any  sea- 
poi  t  other  than  Apalachicola.  The  military  authorities  have  charge 
of  these  articles  until  the  river  rises  sufficiently  to  admit  of  their  trans¬ 
portation  to  the  coast.  At  Columbus  was  found  a  number  of  cvlin- 
ders  for  marine  engine  boilers,  high  and  low  pressure,  shafting,  screw 
propellers,  portions  of  a  rolling  mill,  and  other  machinery,  a  large 
quantity  of  scrap  iron,  a  locomotive  and  tender,  six  guns  of  different 
calibers  and  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  broken  rails,  gun  planks 
etc.,  in  different  parts  of  the  town  and  in  no  one’s  custodv,  though 
the  military  commander  at  Columbus  had  placed  over  it  a  nominal 
guai  d,  but  it  did  not  appear  that,  it  had  ever  been  taken  possession  of 
by  Mr.  Alexander  or  any  other  Treasury  agent ;  it  was  therefore  nec- 

iTfnr7  r  beffUyVltl! thlS  Pr°Perty>y  assorting,  boxing,  and  preparing 
it  foi  shipment  with  proper  invoices.  A  guard  has  been  placed  over 

it  as  naval  property,  and  Mr.  Warner  has  been  authorized  to  prepare 
it  for  shipment,  but  there  is  a  quantity  of  old  material  which  I  re- 
spectfully  suggest,  should  be  sold  to  the  best  advantage  for  benefit 
of  the  Navy.  It  is  believed  that  other  naval  property  will  be  dis¬ 
covered  at  Eufaula.  Twelve  miles  below  Columbus,  at  the  race 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


259 


pass,  is  the  wreck  of  the  C hattahoochee ,  rebel  gunboat.  Her  machin¬ 
ery  under  water,  she  has  been  burned  as  far  as  possible ;  it  is  probable 
that  her  hull  could  be  raised  at  a  low  stage  of  water.  Some  parts  of 
her  machinery  have  been  stolen.  The  other  wreck,  gunboat  Jackson , 
lays  32  miles  below  Columbus  on  a  shoal,  and  badly  burned  amid¬ 
ships.  Her  guns,  engines,  and  armor  are  in  her  bottom,  partly 
melted  by  fire,  and  can  only  be  made  available  as  old  iron.  I  would 
therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  both  these  vessels  be  wrecked, 
guns  excepted,  on  the  best  terms  which  can  be  made  with  responsible 
parties.  At  the  next  fall  of  the  river  I  shall  detail  an  officer  to  super¬ 
intend  the  boxing,  invoicing,  and  shipment  to  Apalachicola  of  all 
the  property  found  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  rebel  Navy,  and 
also  to  endeavor  to  discover  other  material  said  to  be  concealed.  A 
moderate  percentage,  if  tendered  to  informers,  would  probably  bring 
to  light  other  stolen  property.  The  rolling-mill  machinery  referred 
to  can  be  sold  at  auctioit,  as  it  is  reported  imperfect,  and  its  transpor¬ 
tation  would  be  expensive.  A  quantity  of  engineer’s  material,  pipes, 
etc.,  about  4  tons,  have  already  reached  Apalachicola  and  will  be 
transferred  to  the  Pensacola  navy  yard,  as  the  rate  of  storage  at 
Apalachicola  is  very  high.  And  such  will  be  the  disposition  made 
of  all  the  material  saved,  unless  otherwise  instructed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

I  may  add,  in  conclusion,  that  there  must  necessarily  be  considerable 
expense  incurred  in  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  Department,  for 
which  public  bills  will  be  drawn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  C ommanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding 
a  return  of  vessels  employed  in  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella,  New  Orleans ,  December  1, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  accordance  with  paragraph  299,  to  for¬ 
ward  a  return  of  the  condition,  distribution,  and  employment  of  the 
vessels  of  this  squadron  at  the  present  date. 

The  names  of  the  vessels  really  constituting  the  squadron,  includ¬ 
ing  therein  the  four  additional  vessels  allowed  by  the  Department, 
the  class,  number  of  guns,  names  of  commanding  officers,  and  their 
distribution  are  as  follows: 
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Name. 

Class. 

Guns. 

Commanding  officer. 

Charlotte...  A. 

Schooner . 

Chocura . 

Screw,  G.  B. . . 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  R.  Yates.. 

( -lematis . 

Screw  tug . 

3 

Actg.  Ensign  P.  VV  illiams  . . 

Cowslip  . 

Side-whe~el _ 

3 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  Ellms . 

Estrella . 

Side-wheel _ 

3 

Glasgow . 

Side- wheel _ 

3 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  [H.]  Cush¬ 
man. 

Mahaska . 

Side- wheel _ 

8 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  M.  Dyer. 

M.  A.  Wood . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  D.  Moore... 

Marigold . 

Screw  tug . 

2 

Actg.  Mast.  C.  P.  Williams  .. 

Muscoota . 

Side-wheel _ 

10 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson... 

Paul, Tones . 

Side-wheel _ 

7 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Madigan  . 

Port  Royal . 

Side- wheel _ 

8 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  Gherardi.. 

Sagamore . 

Screw,  G.  B . . . 

4 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.E. Fleming. 

Tallapoosa . 

Side-wheel _ 

10 

Lieut.  Comdr. S.  Magaw..^. 

Tioga . 

Side-wheel _ 

8 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  D.“Whit- 

Yucca . 

Screw . 

2 

mg. 

Acting  Master  H.  C.  Wade.. 

Distribution. 


Mobile  with  coal. 

Pensacola,  repairing. 

New  Orleans. 

Dispatch  boat  between  Pen¬ 
sacola  and  New  Orleans. 
New  Orleans. 

Lake  Pontchartrain,  tender. 
Apalachicola. 

Pensacola,  going  to  Tampa 
for  coal. 

Key  West,  ordered  North 
Key  West. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Galveston. 

Pensacola,  repairing. 

Pensacola,  dispatch  boat  be¬ 
tween  Havana  and  Pensa¬ 
cola. 


In  all,  sixteen  vessels.  The  four  additional  vessels  above  referred 
to  aie  the  Charlotte ,  Cowslip,  Glasgow ,  and  Yucca ,  but  orders  have 
been  sent  to  the  senior  officer  off  Key  West  to  send  the  Marigold 
.North,  which  will  reduce  the  above  to  fifteen  vessels. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  four  sailing  vessels  are  used  temporarily 
or  tlie  transportation  of  stores  of  all  kinds  from  the  Reading  Press, 
.New  Orleans,  to  be  sent  North  when  the  work  is  completed,  viz: 


Name. 

Commanding  officer. 

Distribution. 

Anderson,  W.  G . 

Acting  Master  E.  B.  Hussey. 

New  Orleans. 

Pensacola. 

Do. 

Now  between  Pensacola  and  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Fearnot . 

Acting  Master  John  Ross. .' _ 

J.  C.  Kuhn . 

Acting  Master  G.  F.  Wilkins  . . 

Pampero . 

Acting  Master  0.  Colburn... 

I  refer  the  Department  to  my  dispatch  No.  378  in  answer  to  its 
order  of  the  11th  of  November,  to  send  these  vessels  North. 

Ihe  screw  tugs  Jasmine ,  Narcissus ,  and  Althea  and  the  side- wheel 
steamer  Tritoma  are  ready  to  be  sent  North  when  the  weather  will 
admit  1  think  the  chance  of  selling  any  of  these  vessels  here  at 
present  very  doubtful. 

The  surrendered  rebel  steamers  Baltic,  Black  Diamond,  Morgan, 
m  Ala*hmlle  have  jet  been  disposed  of.  I  trust  that  I  shall  ffet 
11  Tri  .  em  soon;  also  of  the  Sam  Houston,  pilot  boat. 

Ihe  ironclads  are  all  laid  up  in  ordinary  under  charge  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Gf.  H.  Perkins. 

By  the  orders  of  the  Department  the  screw  tug  Buckthorn,  Acting 

ArnSifn  iJ‘  H'  ^  !!nTn?ht,  and  screw  tug  Rose,  Acting  Master  W.  D. 
Haddocks,  are  attached  to  the  Pensacola  navy  yard.  I  am  at  a  loss 

to  state  the  true  position  of  the  Potomac,  whether  she  is  under  the 
oi  ders  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard  as  a  receiving  ship  or  whether 
she  is  under  my  command  as  a  storeship. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Re^^- 

Secretary  of  the  N avy ,  W ashington,  D.  C . 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury,  regarding  the  disposition  of  Clyde-built  blockade  runners 
lying  in  the  T ombigbee  River. 

Navy  Department,  December  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  three  Clyde-built  steam¬ 
ers,  now  lying  in  the  Tombigbee  River,  that  were  used  in  running  the 
blockade,  and  to  inform  you  that  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher  has 
been  instructed  to  take  possession  of  them,  remove  them  to  Mobile, 
and  report  fully  as  to  their  condition,  qualities,  value,  etc. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  H.  McCulloch, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  Department's  orders  for  transfer  of  the  Gulf  Squadron  to 
C ommodore  Winslow ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Gulp  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Estrella,  Pensacola  Bay ,  December  28, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  the  26th  in¬ 
stant  of  the  Department’s  dispatch  of  the  5th  instant,  informing  me 
that  Commodore  John  A.  Winslow  had  been  ordered  to  take  passage 
from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  so  as  to  reach  the  latter  place  by  the 
1st  of  January  next,  and  directing  me  on  his  arrival  to  transfer  to 
him  the  command  of  the  Gulf  Squadron,  after  which  to  return  as 
soon  as  practicable  to  New  York,  reporting  by  letter  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  when  orders  will  be  issued  to  me  for  the  command  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Mare  Island,  Cal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding 
a  return  of  vessels  employed  in  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

Gulf  Squadron, 

Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  December  31,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  accordance  with  paragraph  299,  to  for¬ 
ward  the  monthly  return  of  the  condition,  distribution,  and  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  at  the  present  date. 
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I  he  names  of  the  vessels,  the  class,  number  of  guns,  names  of  com¬ 
manding  officers,  and  their  distribution  are  as  follows : 


Name. 

Class. 

Guns. 

Charlotte . 

Chocura . 

4 

Clematis . 

Screw  tug  .... 

3 

Cowslip . 

Side- wheel ... 

3 

Estrella . 

Side-wheel  ... 

3 

Glasgow . 

Side-wheel ... 

3 

Mahaska . 

Side-wheel ... 

8 

M.  A.  Wood . 

Schooner . 

Muscoota . 

Side-wheel  ... 

10 

Paul  Jones . 

Side-wheel  ... 

7 

Port  Royal . 

Side-wheel  . . . 

7 

Potomac . 

Sailing  vessel. 

24 

Sagamore . 

Screw  ... 

4 

Tallapoosa . 

Side-wheel . . . 

10 

Tioga' . 

Side-wheel ... 

8 

Yucca . 

2 

Commanding  officer. 


Mate  A.  Whiting . . 

Lieut. Comdr.  A.  R.  Yates... 
Actg.  Ensign  P.  Williams  . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  F.  Ellms _ 


Comdr.  E.  Simpson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  N.  M.  Dyer. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  [H.]  Cush¬ 
man. 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  D.  Moore _ 

Comdr.  T.  Pattison . 

Comdr.  J.  Madigan . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  B.  Gherardi  . . 

Comdr.  A.  Gibson . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  Magaw . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  D.  Whiting 

Actg.  Master  H.  C.  Wade. . . 


Distribution  and  employment. 


Apalachicola  for  coal. 
Pensacola,  under  repairs. 
New  Orleans. 

Dispatch  boat  between  Pen¬ 
sacola  and  New  Orleans. 
Pensacola,  flagship. 

At  New  Orleans  for  Comdr. 

Wilson. 

Apalachicola. 

Pensacola,  to  go  North  soon. 
Key  West. 

Mobile  Bay. 

New  Orleans. 

Receiving  ship. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Galveston. 

Galveston  .with  orders  to  visit 
the  Rio  Grande. 

At  sea,  returning  to  Pensacola 
from  Havana. 


Urn  tug  Marigold ,  which  appears  in  the  return  of  December  1 
(No.  382),  is  omitted.  Orders  to  dispatch  her  North  have  been 
received  by  the  commanding  officer  at  Key  West  and  have,  I  presume, 
been  complied  with. 

The  sailing  vessels  W.  G.  Anderson ,  Acting  Master  E.  B.  Hussey 
commanding,  and  Pampero ,  Acting  Master  O.  Colburn,  command¬ 
ing,  are  both  at  New  Orleans,  loading  with  stores  of  all  kinds  from 
the  Reading  Press,  and  are  to  proceed  North  when  this  operation  is 
concluded. 

.  Tlle  sailing  vessels  Fearnot,  Acting  Master  John  Ross,  command- 
mg,  and  Aw/m,  Acting  Master  G.  F.  Wilkins,  commanding,  are  at 
1  ensacola;  the  former  waiting  for  her  fore  and  main  masts,  not  yet 
completed ;  the  Kuhn  loading  with  ordnance  stores  under  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  to  the  commandant  of  the  yard, 
it  is  reported  that  she  will  be  ready  to  proceed  North  in  two  weeks 
Ihe  screw  tugs  Narcissus  and  Althea  will  leave  for  the  Nortli 
probably  to-morrow,  as  reported  in  my  dispatch  No.  412,  the  former 
commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  I.  S.  Bradburv,  the  latter  by  Acting 
Ensign  W.  F.  Kilgore.  "  s 

The  tug  Jasmine  is  reported  as  leaking  badly;  it  will  be  necessary 
to  dock  her  The  Tntonia  is  now  at  Mobile,  and  I  am  endeavoring 
to  sell  her;  fading  m  that  she  will,  on  her  return,  be  sent  North  & 
ihe  surrendered  rebel  steamers  Baltic,  Black  Diamond ,  and  Mor- 
gan  have  been  sold;  the  particulars  will  be  given  in  another  dispatch 
Ihe  Nashville  is  still  aground  and  undisposed  of.  The  schooner 
bam  Houston  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  sell. 

The  ironclads  are  laid  up  in  ordinary  at  New  Orleans  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins. 

The  screw  tugs  Buckthorn,  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Wainwright, 
commanding,  and  Rose,  Acting  Master  W.  D.  Maddocks,  command- 
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mg,  are  attached  to  the  Pensacola  navy  yard,  in  accordance  with 
orders  from  the  Navy  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  near- Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
steamers  ill ary,  Red  Gauntlet ,  and  Virgin. 

_  Gulf  Squadron, 

Flagship  Estrella ,  Pensacola  Bay ,  January  8,  18(16. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  dispatch  of  the  5th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  three  Clyde-built 
steamers,  viz,  the  Mary ,  Red  Gauntlet ,  and  Virgin ,  that  were  used 
in  running  the  blockade,  now  lying  in  Tombigbee  River  at  a  point 
above  Gainesville,  and  directing  me  to  take  possession  of  them  and 
report  to  the  Department  fully  their  condition  and  qualities,  with 
an  appraisal  of  their  present  value. 

With  regard  to  these  vessels  I  have  respectfully  to  state  that  on 
the  surrender  of  the  rebel  Navy,  under  command  of  Commodore 
Farrand,  to  me,  I  was  informed  by  that  officer  that  these  blockade 
runners  were  never  used  or  claimed  by  the  rebel  naval  authorities, 
but  that  they  were  purchased  and  used^  by  the  rebel  Army,  and  that 
he  had  no  authority  over  them,  and  the  same  was  the  case  with  the 
Heroine ,  another  of  the  same  class,  which  the  army  at  Mobile  used 
as  a  picket  boat  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  and  which  vessel  was 
surrendered  to  General  Canby  and  used  by  him  for  army  purposes. 
The  three  named  in  the  Department’s  dispatch  were  also  surren¬ 
dered  by  the  rebel  general,  Taylor,  to  General  Canby,  otherwise  I 
should  have  taken  posession  of  them  with  the  rebel  naval  vessels 
under  Farrand.  1  hey  are  now  at  a  point  on  the  Tombigbee  above 
the  so-called  shoals,  where  they  were  taken  at  a  high  stage  of  water, 
and  can  not  be  brought  to  Mobile  until  the  river  rises  several  feet 
more. 

On  receiving  the  Department’s  dispatch,  I  immediately  opened 
a  correspondence  with  Major-General  Woods,  commanding  district 
of  Alabama  (see  enclosure  No.  1),  in  relation  to  the  custody  of  these 
vessels.  To-day  my  letter  was  returned  with  an  endorsement  by 
General  Woods  (see  copy  of  endorsement  on  enclosure  No.  1)  to  the 
effect  that  these  vessels,  under  orders  from  General  Thomas,  had  been 
transferred  to  the  collector  of  customs,  Mobile,  but  that  now,  under 
Executive  order,  November  11,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed  (marked 
No.  2),  they  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners  of 
abandoned  lands,  etc.  I  also  received  to-day  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mon¬ 
tague,  the  collector  of  the  port  at  Mobile  (copy  enclosed  marked 
No.  3),  informing  me  that  he  had  been  ordered  by  telegram  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  turn  over  these  steamers  to  the  author- 


264 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


ized  officer  of  the  Navy  Department,  on  payment  to  him  of  any 
expenses  incurred. 

An  officer  of  good  judgment  and  discretion  will  be  immediately 
dispatched  to  the  locality  of  the  three  steamers,  to  report  upon  their 
present  condition  and  efficiency,  and  on  receiving  his  report  it  will 
be  at  once  forwarded  to  the  Department.  It  will  be  perceived  by 
the  Department  that  there  will  be  expenses  on  these  vessels  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Montague,  and  I  respectfully  request  authority  to  pay  any 
reasonable  public  bills  charged  against  these  vessels,  which  may  be 
proved  to  be  justly  due  the  Department,  of  which  Mr.  Montague 
is  the  representative. 

I  he  steamers,  if  delivered  up  by  Mr.  MoTitague,  will  be  placed 
in  custody  of  a  naval  officer,  who  will  be  held  responsible  for  their 
safety  until  they  can  be  removed  to  Pensacola,  and  inventories  of 
their  contents  will  be  required  from  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting.  Master  Stannard ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  expedition 
in  the  T ombigbee  River ,  Alabama. 

U.  S.  S.  Tritonia, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  January  31, 1866. 

Sir  .  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  expedition 
up  the  Tombigbee  River  in  search  of  a  steamer  and  cotton  captured 
by  guerrillas. 

Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  28th  instant,  I  reported  to  General 
TV  oods,  commanding  military  forces  at  Mobile,  and  delivered  to  him 
your  orders,  placing  the  Tritonia  (under  my  command)  at  his  dis¬ 
posal,  for  the.  purpose  of  transporting  troops  up  the  river,  and  from 
him  received  instructions  to  be  ready  at  9  o’clock  a.  m.,  29th  instant, 
at  which  time  I  received  on  board  a  company  of  infantry  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  [Edward  K.]  Blackburn,  and  steamed  up  the  river. 

At  3  p.  m.  found  the  steamer  Belfast  made  fast  to  the  bank;  went 
alongside  and  ascertained  she  had  been  robbed  of  almost  all  her  cargo 
which  consisted  of  594  bales  of  cotton.  Proceeded  on  up.  and  soon 
found  the  steamer  Meringo  loading  cotton,  which  had  been  stolen 
from  the  Belfast  by  guerrillas.  Left  a  guard  on  her,  and  proceeded 
on  up  to  Pain’s  wood  yard  (about  100  miles  from  Mobile  up  the 
Tombigbee),  taking  the  Belfast  along  with  us,  to  where  a  part  of 
the  cotton  was  taken  from  her  the  day  before;  here  Ave  found  the 
cotton  and  captured  five  guerrillas.  After  the  cotton  had  been  loaded 
on  the  Belfast,,  started  (in  company  wTith  her)  down  the  river  and 
arrived  here  this  morning  safely. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Stannard, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Commander  John  Madigan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Paid  Jones, 

Senior  Officer,  Naval  Forces,  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 
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CONFEDERATE  REPORTS  -AJNTID  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Hawes ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Captain 

Emmons ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  parties  sent  out  by  day  of  truce 

from  Galveston. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  Galveston, 

January  2,  1865. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
last  communication  of  December  22,  1864,  which  related  to  the  parties 
left  in  Galveston  by  our  commissioner  of  exchange  and  whom  I  sent 
out  under  flag  of  truce. 

These  parties  were  a  portion  of  the  number  who  contemplated  leav¬ 
ing  the  country  by  virtue  of  an  understanding  existing  between  the 
commissioners  of  the  respective  Governments,  but,  owing  to  their  own 
negligence  and  delay,  failed  to  reach  the  steamer  before  her  departure. 

It  was  represented  to  me  that  they  had  sent  all  of  their  effects  out 
to  the  fleet  and  were  left  utterly  destitute.  In  view  of  this  fact,  I 
consented  to  send  them  out  under  a  flag  of  truce.  This  would  have 
been  done  on  the  day  after  the  exchange  was  effected,  but  for  the 
severe  wind  prevailing  at  the  time,  which  delayed  their  departure 
for  twenty-four  hours.  My  action  in  the  matter  was  a  simple  act  of 
charity.  Indiscriminate  departure  from  the  country  to  your  fleet 
without  previous  correspondence  as  to  their  true  status  is  not  per¬ 
mitted.  I  am  equally  disinclined  to  transmit  applications  from  per¬ 
sons  of  this  class  and  shall  only  do  so  when  the  case  is  represented  as 
one  of  actual  distress. 

As  I  had  the  honor  to  state  in  a  former  letter,  I  am  willing  to  pass 
out  of  the  country  by  flag  of  truce,  or  receive  by  the  same  channel, 
any  unfortunate  noncombatants  who  are  simply  endeavoring  to  rejoin 
their  natural  protectors. 

But  I  will  not  at  any  time,  or  under  any  circumstances,  aid  any 
persons  in  this  manner  who  design  retracing  their  journey, 

Hoping  the  views  herein  expressed  accord  with  your  own, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  much  respect,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

J.  M.  Hawes, 

Brigadier -General,  G  ommanding . 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Comdg.  Second  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major  Cur  ell,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Palmer ,  TJ .  S. 

Navy,  regarding  forwarding  of  packages  to  prisoners  sent  North. 

Office  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Mobile,  January  1J.,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enquire  whether  you  will  receive  and  for¬ 
ward  to  prisoners  captured  from  us,  and  now  confined  at  the  North, 
packages  of  clothing,  etc.,  which  their  relations  here  may  desire  to 
send  them. 

Your  courtesy  in  forwarding  packages  to  prisoners  at  New  Orleans 
and  on  Ship  Island  is  duly  appreciated,  and  I  trust  that  you  will  con¬ 
sent  to  extend  that  courtesy  to  those  prisoners  ivlio  are  at  the  North. 
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I  would  respectfully  ask  for  an  early  reply. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J AS.  R.  CuRELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Commissioner  Exchange. 

Commanding  Officer  of  the  United  States  Fleet, 

Off  Mobile ,  Ala, 


Letter  from  Major  Curell ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  C  omm.oclore  Palmer ,  U.  /S. 

Navy ,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  correspondence  with  Confed¬ 
erate  prisoners  at  the  North, 

Office  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Mobile ,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  verbal  mes¬ 
sage,  transmitted  to  me  by  the  commander  of  the  C.  S.  transport 
W  averly. 

My  only  object  in  effecting  the  arrangement  which  I  made  with  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  fleet  in  August  last,  for  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  letters  and  packages,  was  to  facilitate  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  prisoners  and  their  relatives,  and  to  furnish  those  prisoners 
with  some  little  relief  in  their  confinement.  Of  course,  it  was  in¬ 
tended  that  none  but  prisoners,  on  either  side,  should  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  this  arrangement. 

For  a  while,  however,  the  officer  in  command  of  the  upper  fleet, 
without  any  special  agreement,  allowed  letters  to  go  through  to  and 
from  parties  not  prisoners  of  war,  thereby  affording  citizens  on  either 
side  the  same  favor  which  has  been  allowed  them  for  a  long  time  by 
flag  of  truce  on  James  River.  As  soon,  however,  as  we  were  notified 
by  the  commander  of  the  United  States  fleet  that  no  more  letters 
should  be  allowed  to  pass,  unless  they  came  from  or  were  addressed 
to  prisoners  of  war,  orders  were  immediately  issued  here  establishing 
the  required  limits  upon  correspondence  by  flag  of  truce. 

It  was  certainly,  therefore,  with  some  surprise  that  the  harsh  mes¬ 
sage  was  received,  notifying  us  that  no  letters  would  be  taken  by  your 
fleet  for  prisoners,  if  any  letters  were  sent  down  for  others  than  pris¬ 
oners  of  war. 

If,  by  some  clerical  oversight,  one  such  letter  should  find  its  way 
in  the  mail,  it  could  be  easily  returned,  without  cessation  of  flag-of- 
tmce  correspondence,  thereby  depriving  prisoners  on  both  sides  of  the 
benefit  of  our  arrangement,  an  arrangement  of  which  the  prisoners 
whom  we  hold  have  availed  themselves  fully  as  much  as  those  whom 
you  have  the  good  fortune  of  holding  in  your  hands. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  R.  Curell, 

M ajor  and  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 

Commander  of  the  United  States  Fleet 

Off  Mobile ,  Ala. 
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The  message  referred  to  was  sent  in  consequence  of  the  discovery 
of  contraband  letters  being  mixed  in  among  those  marked  “  prisoners’ 
letters,”  and  the  evidence  of  a  base  act  on  the  part  of  this  individual 
or  his  assistants. 

T.  A.  J. 


Report  of  Major-General  Maury ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  conduct 
of  the  contractor  of  the  torpedo  boat  Saint  Patrick. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  January  26,  1865. 

General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  communicated  to  me  by  Commodore  Farrand,  that  officer  trans¬ 
ferred  to  my  command  the  torpedo-boat,  Saint  Patrick ,  built  on 
a  contract  with  the  Government  by  a  man  named  Halligan.  This 
boat  was  to  have  been  ready  for  action  in  July  last,  and  I  hoped  to 
use  it  against  the  enemy’s  fleet  off  Fort  Morgan.  I  therefore  caused 
every  possible  assistance  to  be  given  to  Halligan  in  building  her,  and 
urged  her  early  completion.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  month  of  — 
Halligan  arrived  here  with  the  boat,  and  from  his  whole  course  I 
became  convinced  he  had  no  real  intention  of  attacking  the  enemy 
and  that  the  only  practical  purpose  the  Saint  Patrick  was  serving 
was  to  keep  Halligan  and  her  crew  of  six  able-bodied  men  from 
doing  military  duty.  I  therefore  had  him  supplied  with  every  means 
to  move  against  the  enemy,  and  notified  him  that  if  he  did  not  attack 
at  once  I  would  place  an  officer  in  charge  of  her  who  would.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  days  I  found  it  necessary  to  supersede  Halligan,  who 
then  placed  his  affairs  in  the  hands  of  a  lawyer  and  procured  from 
Richmond  a  transfer  of  his  boat  to  the  naval  commander  on  this 
station.  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  using  so  formidable  a 
vessel  as  this  is  said  to  be,  I  have  continually  and  repeatedly  urged 
Commodore  F arrand  to  make  Halligan  attack  or  to  place  the  boat  in 
charge  of  one  of  the  many  clever  young  officers  of  the  Navy  or  Army 
who  have  been  pressing  for  the  command  of  her.  This,  however,  he 
did  not  do  until,  in  consequence,  I  presume,  of  my  official  reports  to 
higher  authority,  he  was  ordered  to  transfer  the  Saint  Patrick  to  me. 
I  immediately  asked  him  to  let  me  have  Lieutenant  Walker,  of  the 
Navy,  to  command  her.  And  on  placing  that  officer  in  charge  of  the . 
vessel,  now  lying  under  the  guns  of  the  eastern  shore,  he  found  that 
Halligan  had  been  absent  from  her  for  two  weeks,  and  had  taken  off 
with  him  several  essential  parts  of  her  machinery.  After  some 
search  Halligan  was  found  comfortably  established  in  the  Battle 
House,  and  Mr.  Walker,  by  energetic  and  good  management,  has 
recovered  from  him  the  necessary  machinery  and  thinks  he  can  oper¬ 
ate  to-morrow  night.  I  enclose  a  note  written  by  me  to  Commodore 
Farrand  some  weeks  ago.  From  the  tenor  of  a  letter  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Farrand,  I  regret  to  perceive 
the  impression  has  been  made  on  his  mind  that  a  cordial  desire  to 
cooperate  with  each  other  may  not  exist  here  between  the  naval  com¬ 
mander  and  the  district  commander.  Our  relations  have  always 
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been  pleasant  and  our  intercourse  free,  and  I  shall  not  permit  any 
private  feelings  to  interfere  with  the  business  before  us.  When  I 
find  the  commodore  disagrees  with  my  view?  of  what  is  required,  I 
shall  refer  the  matter  to  higher  authority. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dabney  H.  Maury, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[General  S.  Cooper.] 


[Endorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-General’s  Office, 

February  18, 1865. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  person  complained  of  in  the  within  communication,  John  P. 
Halligan,  was  exempted  January  26,  1864,  upon  recommendation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  by  direction  of  the  President,  until 
July  1,  1864,  to  construct  a  submarine  torpedo  boat*  The  exemption 
was  at  the  expiration  of  said  time  extended  while  the  boat  should  be 
bona  fide  engaged  in  operating  against  the  enemy.  General  Maury 
represents  Halligan  as  having  prolonged  the  completion  of  his  work 
with  no  object  in  view  save  to  evade  military  duty.  Every  facility 
was  afforded  him  to  complete  his  work;  he  failed  to  avail  himself  of 
any  of  them.  Upon  application  of  General  Maury  he  was  removed, 
when  he  carried  off  several  essential  parts  of  the  machinery.  After 
some  search  these  were  recovered. 

H.  L.  Clay, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Letter  from .  Major-General  Maury ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Moore, 
commanding  Special  Scouts,  referring  to  appointment  of  peace 
commissioners. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  Jaunary  30,  1865. 

Captain  :  We  have  been  informed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
enemy  to  have  evacuated  Pascagoula  yesterday  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a  lodgment  at  Portersville.  Please  arrange  to  give  us  the 
earliest  information.  This  may  be  all  a  rumor,  still  it  is  well  to  be  on 
the  lookout. 

I  suppose  you  have  heard  of  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Stephens, 
Hunter,  and  Campbell  commissioners  to  proceed  to  Washington  to 
confer  with  the  authorities  there  on  the  subject  of  peace.  God  grant 
they  may  succeed  in  bringing  about  an  honorable  peace.  I  am  afraid 
our  men  will  relax  their  energies  in  case  of  nonsuccess.  We  will,  how¬ 
ever,  know  in  a  few  days  what  to  expect.  Either  a  peace  or  an  inter¬ 
minable  war  is  before  us.  Whichever  it  be,  may  God  be  with  us. 
There  is  no  news  of  interest  from  any  other  section. 

Yours,  truly, 


Captain  Frank  Moore, 

Commanding  Special  Scouts. 


Geo.  G.  Garner. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


269 


Report  of  Major-General  Maury ,  C.  S.  Army ,  commending  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Lieutenant  Walker ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  appointed  to  command  the 
torpedo  boat  Saint  Patrick. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile ,  GZ«.,  February  3 ,  /f96“,5. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  24th  ultimo  Com¬ 
modore  Farrand,  C.  S.  Navy,  transferred  to  me  the  torpedo  boat 
Saint  Patrick ,  built  by  a  man  named  Halligan  under  a  contract  with 
the  Government.  Halligan  having  shown  himself  deficient  in  nerve 
or  capacity  to  attack  the  enemy,  I  removed  him  from  command  of  the 
Saint  Patrick  and  assigned  to  her  Lieutenant  Walker,  C.  S.  Navy,  a 
young  officer  of  great  gallantry  and  merit,  whom  Commodore  Far¬ 
rand  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal.  Mr.  Walker  diligently  applied 
himself  to  preparation  for  immediate  action,  and,  although  Halligan 
had  removed  from  the  boat  several  essential  parts  of  her  machinery, 
he  was  enabled  to  recover  them  and  get  underway  on  the  night  of  the 
27th  ultimo.  At  1  a.  m.  he  struck  the  enemy’s  flagship  Octorara  abaft 
the  wheelhouse.  The  torpedo  missed  fire.  The  greatest  consterna¬ 
tion  and  confusion  was  occasioned  on  the  ship,  so  that  the  fire  of  ar¬ 
tillery  and  musketry,  which  was  directed  against  the  Saint  Patrick , 
failed  to  strike  her,  and  she  returned  with  her  crew  to  the  protection 
of  our  batteries.  Some  portion  of  her  machinery  was  damaged  dur¬ 
ing  the  expedition,  but  Mr.  Walker  is  confident  that  he  will  be  ready 
to  go  out  again  by  the  next  dark  moon.  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting 
to  the  War  Department  the  fine  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Walker  and 
in  recommending  him  through  you  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Navy 
Department. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dabney  H.  Maury, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General ,  Richmond ,  V a. 


[Telegram.] 

Meridian,  Miss.,'  February  4,  1865. 

The  navy  at  Mobile  is  a  farce.  Its  vessels  are  continually  tied  up  at 
the  wharf ;  never  in  cooperation  with  the  army.  The  payment  of  its 
expenses  is  a  waste  of  money.  I  send  by  mail  a  communication,  giv¬ 
ing  my  reasons  for  these  expressions. 

R.  Taylor, 
Lieutenant-General. 


His  Excellency  the  President. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Maury ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Captain  Moore , 
commanding  Special  Scouts ,  regarding  expected  movements  of  the 
enemy. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  February  15,  1865. 

Captain  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  he  has 
reliable  information  that  the  enemy  is  now  ready  to  move  from  New 
Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  G.  Garner, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Captain  Frank  Moore, 

Commanding  Special  Scouts ,  Fowl  River. 


Letter  from _  Major-General  Maury,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Moore, 
’  commanding  Special  Scouts,  regarding  provisions  for  destitute  in¬ 
habitants  of  Pascagoula. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  February  18, 1865. 

Captain  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  he  is  in  possession  of  your  communication  of  yesterdav’s 
date,  and  in  rejily  says,  as  follows: 

In  regard  to  the  persons  who  have,  or  presumed  to  have,  taken  the 
oath,  he  desires  that  they  should  receive  no  molestation  as  long  as 
they  behave  themselves  properly  and  not  be  guilty  of  any  suspicious 
act.  When  they  are  so  committed,  he  expects  them  to  be  sent  away 
beyond  our  lines.  He  desires  you  to  be  informed  also  that  the  neces¬ 
sary  steps  are  being  taken  to  send  by  wagon  trains  corn  and  other 
provisions  to  Pascagoula  and  by  the  Chickasawha  River.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Pascagoula  must  provide  and  start  some  flat  to  be  loaded  with 
the  same  kind  of  provisions,  both  of  which  are  destined  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  poor  and  destitute  families  of  that  neighborhood,  and 
asks  at  your  hands,  if  compatible  with  your  duties,  to  give  to  it  every 
assistance  possible.  This  is  allowed  and  approved  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Taylor. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  G.  Garner, 

.  Chief  of  Staff. 

Captain  Prank  Moore, 

Commanding  Scouts. 
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Order  of  Major-General  Maury ,  C.  8.  Army ,  to  Captain  Moore , 
commanding  Special  Scouts ,  for  the  destruction  of  one  of  the 
enemy's  boats. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile ,  Ala .,  February  37,  1865. 

Captain  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  he  desires  you  to  do  all  [in]  your  power  to  destroy  the 
enemy’s  boat,  reported  to  be  aground,  and  to  assure  you  that  he  is 
ready  at  all  times  to  render  you  every  possible  assistance. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Geo.  G.  Garner, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Captain  Frank  Moore, 

Commanding  Special  Scouts ,  below  Dog  River. 


Letter  from  Commander  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-General 
Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  reguesting  an  opinion  regarding  the  removal 
of  Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works  from  Selma,  Ala. 

Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works, 

Selma,  [ Ala.\ ,  March  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  confer  with  you 
in  regard  to  removing  the  machinery  of  these  works.  Our  machinery 
is  very  heavy  and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  it.  Under  favorable  cir¬ 
cumstances  it  would  require  weeks  to  remove  it,  and  it  would  be 
months  before  we  could  have  it  in  operation  elsewhere.  I  have  sent 
off  all  the  machinery  not  in  use.  Please  inform  me  if  you  deem  it 
best  to  remove  and  where  to  go.  I  would  ask,  if  we  are  to  remove, 
that  all  quartermasters  have  positive  orders  to  transport  our  machin¬ 
ery  without  delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Catesby  ap  R.  Jones, 
Commandant,  C .  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-General  R.  Taylor, 

Commanding  Department ,  Meridian,  [. Miss.~\ . 


Letter  from  Major-General  Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Sands, 
U.  S.  Navy,  reguesting  transportation  to  New  Orleans  for  peace 
commissioners. 


Headquarters  District  Texas,  etc., 

Houston,  May  34,  1865. 

Sir:  The  restoration  of  peace  in  this  district  is  the  object,  and,  I 
believe,  will  be  the  result  of  the  commission  I  am  sending  through 
your  courtesy  to  New  Orleans.  With  the  sincere  view  of  facilitating 
this  desirable  end,  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  an  armistice  between 
the  naval  forces  on  the  coast  and  the  troops  under  my  command,  to 
continue  until  the  results  of  the  conference  are  known,  or  until  you 
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may  receive  instructions  from  the  United  States  authorities  in  New 
Orleans. 

Colonel  Ashbel  Smith,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and  Mr.  W.  P. 
Ballinger,  by  whom  this  communication  is  sent,  are  the  commis¬ 
sioners  appointed  by  me  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  and  are  also 
authorized  to  arrange  the  terms  of  the  armistice.  They  will  take  on 
board  an  officer  or  officers  who  will  bear  me  your  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 


Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

C ommanding  U.  /S. 


J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Fleet  off  Galveston. 


Proclamation  by  M ajor-General  Magruder ,  C .  S.  Army,  of  an  armis¬ 
tice  pending  negotiations  of  peace  commissioners  at  New  Orleans. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  oe  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Houston ,  May  36,  1865. 

To  the  people  of  Texas: 

The  commanding  general  of  the  district  announces  to  the  citizens 
of  fexas  that,  at  his  request,  Commander  Sands,  commanding  U.  S. 
fleet  off  Galveston,  has  permitted  to  pass  to  New  Orleans  two  com¬ 
missioners,  Colonel  Ashbel  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  and  W.  P.  Ballinger 
esq.,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  negotiations  with  the  proper  author¬ 
ities  of  the  United  States  for  the  pacification  of  the  State  of  Texas 
IC  ,the  basis  of  the  treaty  of  1845,  by  which  she  was  annexed  to  the 
United  States,  and  that  practically,  though  not  formally,  an  armistice 
wdi  exist  between  the  blockading  fleet  and  the  garrison  at  Galveston 
until  the  lesult  of  these  negotiations  shall  have  been  known,  unless 
m  the  meantime,  Commander  Sands  shall  receive  other  instructions.’ 
through  this  commission,  appointed  with  the  concurrence  of  the  able 
governor  of  the  State,  the  views  of  his  Excellency  Governor  Murrah 
(which  he  was  prevented  by  illness  from  presenting:  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  governors  and  General  Smith  at  Marshall)  will  be 
communicated  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  it  is  believed  that 
peace  can  be  definitely  concluded  with  the  United  States  Government 
upon  such  terms  as  will  insure  it  to  be  honorable  and  lasting.  In  the 
meantime  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  planters  of  each  countv 
particularly  those  residing  near  the  various  railroads,  shall  send 
without  the  least  delay,  provisions,  especially  corn  and  bacon,  to’ 
Houston  and  Galveston,  which  places  have  been  drained  of  their 
supplies  m  furnishing  the  troops  in  their  recent  retrograde  movement 
and  which  places  now  offer  a  profitable  market.  Four  hundred’ 
busheis  of  corn  and  2,000  pounds  of  bacon  are  required  to  be  sent 
forthwith  to  Galveston  for  the  supply  of  troops  there  until  the  com¬ 
missioners  shall  have  been  heard  from.  The  patriotic  planters  are 
once  more  earnestly  called  upon  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  garrison  at 
Galveston,  so  as  to  enable  the  commanding  general  to  make  this  last 
effort  for  the  interest  of  the  State  of  Texas.  S  1 

J.  B.  Magruder, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 
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Official  circular  of  Major-General  Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army,  announc¬ 
ing  the  surrender  of  Confederate  armies  and  property  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Hdqrs.  District  Texas,  New  Mexico,  etc., 

Galveston,  June  2, 1865. 

The  commanding  officers  of  subdistricts,  posts,  troops,  and  steamers, 
arsenals,  factories,  and  all  public  establishments  of  the  Confederate 
States  in  Texas  are  hereby  officially  notified  that  General  E.  K. 
Smith,  commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  has  this  day 
signed  a  convention  with  the  United  States  authorities  by  which  the 
armies  and  property  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  Trans-Missis¬ 
sippi  Department  have  been  surrendered  to  Major-General  Canby, 
United  States  Army. 

All  officers  are  charged  to  protect  property  of  every  kind  whatever, 
in  which  the  Confederate  States  Government  has  any  interest,  and 
are  reminded  that  they  are  bound  bj  every  consideration  of  honor  to 
preserve  the  same,  that  it  may  be  faithfully  turned  over  to  the  United 
States  authorities. 

This  circular  is  sent  by  a  steamer  of  the  United  States  Navy,  which 
opportunity  has  been  courteously  afforded  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  the  District  of  Texas,  etc.,  by  Commodore  Sands,  command¬ 
ing  blockade  fleet  off  Galveston. 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

M ajor-  General,  C ommanding. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Sands, 
U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  transportation  to  New  Orleans. 

.  Houston,  Tex.,  June  6,  1865. 

Commodore:  Whilst  on  board  your  ship  the  other  day,  General 
Smith  and  I  were  invited  by  General  Davis  (as  you  may  remember) 

■  to  proceed  with  him  at  once  to  New  Orleans.  Important  duties  then 
to  be  performed  prevented  my  accepting  that  offer.  I  have  now  ap¬ 
pointed  commissioners  and  instituted  measures  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  convention  entered  into  by  Generals 
Smith  and  Canby,  and  having  nothing  further  to  do  am  extremely 
anxious  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  with  such  of  my  staff  as  may  wish 
to  accompany  me,  under  the  terms  of  the  convention,  to  give  my 
parole  there. 

I  will  now  be  very  glad  to  avail  myself  of  the  means  of  transpor¬ 
tation  So  courteously  offered  the  other  day. 

This  communication  will  be  handed  you  by  Captain  Turner,  of  my 
staff,  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  my  wishes,  and  who  will  have 
the  honor  to  bring  to  me  your  reply. 

I  am,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 
Major-General ,  Commanding,  etc. 

Commodore  B.  F.  Sands, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Fleet  off  Galveston. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Captain  Sands, 
U .  h.  Navy,  announcing  his  purpose  to  remain  at  Galveston  to 
await  development  of  affairs. 


Hdqrs.  District  Texas,  etc., 

Galveston ,  June  8,  1865. 

Commodore  :  I  am  requested  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  ex- 
piohh  to  you  his  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness,  and  to  say  that  as 
General  Smith,  commanding  the  Department,  has  declined  to  relieve 
1  WAl0111  command>  he  will  await  here  the  development  of  affairs 
servant,  aSSUranC6  °f  hlgh  reSard’  1  am>  commodore,  your  obedient 

Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Commodore  B.  F.  Sands,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Commanding  Third  Division  Gulf  Squadron. 
thf  moraing!eral  °f  ^  g'enerars  staff  wil1  be  ready  at  9  o’clock  in 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  P.  Turner, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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FROM  MAY.  8,  1861,  TO  APRIL  11,  1862. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Febiger ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  requesting  to  be  detached 

from  the  TJ .  S.  Coast  Survey. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  May  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  request  to  be  detached  from  the 
U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  and  should  it  be  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  employ  a  naval  force  to  cooperate  with  the  army  at  Cairo  in  the 
blockade  of  the  Western  rivers  would  respectfully  solicit  orders  for 
such  duty. 

A  small  force  could  be  easily  organized  of  seamen  now  out  of 
employment  in  any  of  the  Western  cities,  which,  armed  and  equipped 
in  the  usual  manner,  would  doubtlessly  be  of  service  either  ashore  or 
afloat. 

Should  the  above  suggestion  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Department  I  wish  to  be  considered  as  anxious  for  immediate  employ¬ 
ment  in  any  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Febiger, 

Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans¬ 
mitting  plan  of  James  B.  Eads  for  blockading  the  commerce  of  the 
seceding  States  on  the  Mississippi. 

Navy  Department,  May  lJh  1861. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  communication  of  Mr.  James  B.  Eads,  contain¬ 
ing  a  description  of  Cairo  and  submitting  a  plan  for  blockading  the 
commerce  of  the  rebelling  States  on  the  Mississippi,  is  respectfully 
referred  to  the  War  Department,  to  which  the  subject  more  properly 
belongs.  Mr.  Eads  has  been  informed  of  the  reference. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Washington  City,  April  29 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  following  proposition  and  information  relative  to  the  feasibility 
of  effectually  blockading  the  commerce  of  the  rebelling  States  upon 
the  Mississippi  River: 

Proposition. — Establish  at  Cairo,  as  the  base  of  operations,  a  strong 
force,  with  such  batteries  on  shore  and  afloat  as  will  effectually  con¬ 
trol  the  passage  of  vessels  bound  up  or  down  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio 
rivers. 

Description  of  Cairo. — The  city  of  Cairo  has  a  broad  levee  front 
on  the  Ohio  River,  raised  about  fourteen  feet  above  the  natural  level 
of  the  city  and  extending  for  a  distance  of  about  three  miles  imme¬ 
diately  along  the  river.  On  the  Mississippi  side  extends  a  levee  of  the 
same  height  and  about  the  same  length,  but  removed  from  the  bank 
of  the  river  from  100  yards  to  half  a  mile  distant,  to  be  out  of  danger 
from  the  caving  in  of  the  bank.  From  this  levee,  across  from  the 
Ohio  River,  a  levee  extends  of  the  same  height,  by  which  the  town 
is  protected  from  the  backwater,  the  whole  forming  a  delta.  These 
levees  would  afford  admirable  defenses  upon  which  to  plant  batter¬ 
ies  at  proper  points.  The  great  Central  Railroad  of  Illinois,,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  would  afford  means  of  sup¬ 
plying  this  point  with  great  rapidity  with  troops,  munitions  of  war, 
and  provisions,  and  the  place  would  be  capable  of  accommodating 
a  force  on  land  of  50,000  men,  if  need  be.  The  levees  are  perfectly 
safe,  and  the  drainage  system  established  in  connection  with  the  steam 
pumps  of  the  corporation  are  amply  sufficient  to  remove  all  seepage 
water.  The  health  of  the  place  has  been  greatly  improved  by  this  sys¬ 
tem  of  drainage.  From  the  bank  on  the  Ohio  side  that  river  can  be 
completely  commanded.  A  large  bar  of  sand  lies  between  the  Mis¬ 
souri  shore  and  the  levee  on  the  Mississippi  side  of  Cairo  and  throws 
the  channel  along  the  Missouri  shore  nearly  two  miles  distant  from 
the  town.  Afloating  battery  upon  the  river  would  be  needed  to  fully 
command  the  commerce  on  the  Mississippi  River.  For  the  purpose  of 
more  readily  comprehending  the  matter,  I  have  drawn  from  memory 
a  rough  sketch,  or  map,  of  the  place  and  its  surroundings. 

Floating  batteries. — The  Missouri  Wrecking  Companv  have  one 
very  strong  boat,  built  originally  for  a  snag  boat  by  the  United  States, 
and  purchased  and  altered  for  the  purpose  of  raising  steamboats 
sunk  on  the  Mississippi.  It  is  a  twin  boat,  each  hull  of  which  is 
subdivided  into  seven  water-tight  compartments,  and  shot  penetrating 
three  or  four  of  these  would  not  sink  her.  She  is  abundantly  strong 
for  a  complement  of  32-pounders,  and  has  four  double-flued  boilers 
and  two  independent  engines  to  drive  her.  With  $2,000  or  $3,000 
worth  of  cotton  bales  arranged  properly  upon  her  she  could  be  made 
exceedingly  effective  for  offense  or  defense.  The  erection  of  batteries 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river  by  the  enemy  could  be  prevented  by  this 
means,  and  steamers  could  be  overhauled  or  points  on  the  river  effec¬ 
tually  attacked  with  her.  I  know  of  no  boat  or  vessel  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  which  could  possibly  resist  her.  By  using  the  steam  pumps 
with  which  she  is  provided  she  could  be  kept  afloat  with  twenty  32- 
pounder  shot  through  her.  With  her  armament  on  board  she  would 
draw  about  4  feet.  We  never  find  less  than  5  feet  from  Cairo  to 
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Memphis.  The  same  company  have  two  other  boats,  lighter  than 
the  above,  provided  with  steam  engines,  which  would  be  very  effective 
in  shoaler  water  for  similar  purposes. 

The  result. — The  effect  of  this  blockade  would  be  most  disastrous 
to  the  South,  as  it  would  effectually  close  the  main  artery  through 
which  flows  her  food.  It  would  establish  a  tollgate  through  which 
alone  her  dutiable  goods  could  enter,  or  through  which  her  products 
could  find  their  way  to  market.  The  only  outlets  or  inlets  which 
would  remain  to  her  would  be  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers 
and  the  railroads  from  Louisville  to  Nashville  and  Chattanooga. 
The  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  are  navigable  only  by  very 
small  steamers,  except  in  short  seasons  of  high  water.  Their  mouths 
can  be  easily  commanded  by  batteries  on  the  Illinois  shore  or  by 
floating  batteries.  The  railroad  is  very  vulnerable,  as  one  man  could 
blow  up  a  culvert  or  bridge  and  render  it  useless  for  the  time  being. 
If  Kentucky  were  friendly  to  the  Union,  these  three  inlets  could  be 
effectually  guarded;  if  she  were  unfriendly,  their  northern  termini 
would  be  completely  at  our  mercy.  Once  close  them  and  the  great 
Mississippi,  and  starvation  is  inevitable  in  less  than  six  months. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  B.  Eads, 

Of  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Special  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  submitting  the  Eads  plan  to 
Major-General  McClellan  for  consideration  and  action. 

War  Department,  May  11^  1861. 

Mr.  James  B.  Eads,  of  St.  Louis,  has  proposed  as  a  means  of  de¬ 
fense  and  of  active  operations  at  Cairo  and  the  rivers  adjacent,  the 
employment  of  the  boats  owned  by  the  wrecking  company  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  and  has  advised  that  said  boats  be  taken  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  properly  armed  and  equipped  for  that  service.  The 
Government  here  deeming  very  favorably  of  the  proposition,  but 
unwilling  to  decide  positively  upon  the  matter  without  the  knowledge 
and  approval  of  the  general  in  command  of  that  depaitment,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  General  McClellan,  who  will 
consult  with  Mr.  Eads  and  with  such  naval  officer  as  the  Navy  De¬ 
partment  may  send  out  for  that  purpose,  and  then,  as  he  shall  find 
best,  take  order  for  the  proper  preparation  of  the  boats. 

Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  James  B.  Eads ,  acknowl¬ 
edging  receipt  of  proposed  plan  of  blockade  of  seceding  States  on 
the  Mississippi  River. 

Navy  Department,  May  1-j,  1861. 

Sir-  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  with  enclosures, 
giving  a  description  of  Cairo  and  submitting  a  plan  for  blockading 
the  commerce  of  the  rebelling  States  on  the  Mississippi,  and  have 


280 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


referred  it  to  the  War  Department,  to  which  the  subject  more  prop¬ 
erly  pertains. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

James  B.  Eads,  Esq., 

W ashington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  cooperate  with  Mayor- General  McClellan ,  U.  S.  Army ,  in 
the  execution  of  the  Eads  plan  of  blockade. 


Navy  Department,  May  16 ,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  or  the  headquarters  of 
General  McClellan,  where  [ever]  they  may  be,  and  report  to  that  officer 
in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  armament  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  or  either  of  them,  with  a  view  of  block¬ 
ading  or  interdicting  communication  and  interchanges  with  the  States 
that  are  in  insurrection. 

This  interior  nonintercourse  is  under  the  direction  and  regulation 
of  the  Army,  and  your  movements  will  therefore  be  governed  in  a 
great  degree  by  General  McClellan,  the  officer  in  command,  with 
whom  you  will  put  yourself  in  immediate  communication.  He  will 
give  such  orders  and  requisitions  as  the  case  to  him  shall  seem  neces¬ 
sary,  you  acting  in  conjunction  with  and  subordinate  to  him. 

Whatever  naval  armament  and  crew  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  objects  here  indicated,  you  will  call  for  by  proper  requi¬ 
sition. 


Make  your  reports  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

W ashington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  transmitting  letter  from  Hon.  W.  M.  Dunn ,  of  Madison 
Ind. 

Navy  Department,  May  80,  1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Department,  on  the  13th  instant,  by  the  Hon.  W.  M. 
Dunn,  of  Madison,  Ind.,  in  relation  to  the  facilities  in  that  quarter 
for  boat  building,  construction  of  floating  batteries,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Naval  Constructor  Pook ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  proceed  to  special  duty  at  Cairo ,  III. 

Navy  Department,  May  20,  1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  Com¬ 
mander  John  Rodgers  for  special  duty  under  his  direction. 

Upon  the  completion  of  this  duty  you  will  return  to  Washington 
and  resume  your  duties  at  the  navy  yard. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Naval  Constructor  S.  M.  Poor, 

Navy  Yard ,  Washington ,  D..C . 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Nathan  C.  Meeker ,  Esq., 
regarding  invention  for  propelling  boats. 

Navy  Department,  May  21,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant 
in  relation  to  your  invention  for  propelling  boats.  If  you  will  sub¬ 
mit  your  plan  to  Commander  John  Rodgers,  of  the  Navy,  now  at 
Cairo,  he  will  examine  it. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles. 

Nathan  C.  Meeker,  Esq., 

Dongola ,  Union  County ,  III. 


T  Telegram.] 

Cincinnati,  May  24,  1861. 

Time  is  very  precious;  has  Mr.  Poore  [Pook?]  started? 

John  Rodgers, 
Burnett  House. 


Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox. 


Letter  from  J.  K.  Moorhead,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  War ,  objecting 
to  the  conferring  of  authority  upon  Captain  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
for  the  purchase  of  vessels. 

Pittsburg,  May  27, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  surprised  to  learn  this  evening  that  Captain 
John  Rodgers,  of  the  Navy  Department,  is  now  at  Cincinnati  buying 
and  arranging  for  steamboats,  that  he  has  an  agent  here  and  is 
expected  here  in  a  few  days  himself  to  purchase  several  boats. 

I  am  greatly  surprised  at  this  for  several  reasons :  First,  because  the 
Navy  Department,  in  my  opinion,  has  no  jurisdiction  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers ;  and  secondly,  because  an  old  sea  captain,  how¬ 
ever  well  he  may  understand  the  sea  and  seagoing  vessels,  can,  of 
course,  know  nothing  of  rivers  and  river  steamboats;  and  thirdly, 
because  I  supposed  the  Western  command  had  been  given  to  General 
McClellan  (by  the  War  Department),  a  very  competent  man,  who 
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had  made  arrangements  to  secure  the  best  skill  amongst  our  river  men 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  boats  and  transporting  men  and  muni¬ 
tions  of  war. 

I  learned  from  Captain  Fox,  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Navy  Department, 
a  few  days  ago  that  Captain  Rodgers  had  been  sent  out  here,  but  I 
understood  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  about  placing  cannon 
on  steamboats.  I  am  now  astonished  to  find  that  he  claims  to  have 
charge  of  the  entire  movements  on  the  water. 

Excuse  me  for  saying  I  believe  this  to  be  a  grand  mistake ;  that  if 
not  corrected  will  cost  the  Government  some  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars,  and  may  jeopardize  or  greatly  injure  the  efficiency  of  the 
service. 

Besides,  it  is  giving  to  the  Navy  a  jurisdiction  that  I  think  clearly 
belongs  to  the  Army,  and  I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  add  that  the  public 
have  much  the  greater  confidence  in  the  latter. 

Captain  Rodgers  was,  I  presume,  appointed  upon  his  own  sugges¬ 
tion,  as  I  could  hear  of  no  person  having  made  such  a  recommenda¬ 
tion. 


General  McClellan  had  consulted  with  Captain  Kountz,  one  of 
our  best  and  most  efficient  river  men,  and  notified  him  that  he  would 
require  his  services  in  this  branch,  and  when  about  to  give  him  an 
order  to  purchase  and  prepare  boats  for  transportation,  to  the  chagrin 
of  both,  Captain  Rodgers  steps  in  with  his  commission  or  authority 
from  the  Navy. 

Please  give  this  your  early  attention,  and  inform  me  of  the  result. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


J.  K.  Moorhead. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  requirements 

for  three  gunboats. 

Cincinnati,  June  7 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Required  for  service  on  the  Mississippi  River  in  three 
gunboats : 

Sixteen  cannon,  32-pounders,  5 1  cwt.,  16  gun  carriages  complete, 
with  gear  for  them,  gunpowder,  shot  and  shells;  50  rounds  service 
charges ;  50  rounds  practice  charges ;  small  arms,  swords,  and  pistols 
for  three  vessels ;  the  united  crews  being  198  souls. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  purchase 
of  three  steamers  for  naval  service. 

Cincinnati,  June  8 , 1861. 

Sir  :  I  hate,  after  consultation  with  General  McClellan,  and  after 
inspection  by  Mr.  Pook,  the  naval  constructor,  brought  [bought?] 
three  steamboats  for  naval  service  in  these  waters. 

They  were  called  the  A.  0.  Tyler ,  the  Lexington ,  and  the  Cones¬ 
toga.  The  name  of  the  first  of  these  I  will,  with  your  permission, 
change  to  T aylor ,  a  name  of  better  augury  than  Tyler. 

The  three  are  side-wheel,  high-pressure  boats;  their  united  ton¬ 
nage  amounts  to  1,167  tons. 

They  are  all  sound ;  the  Lexington  is  a  new  boat.  The  price  of 
these  boats  was  about  $97,000  to  the  builders ;  to  the  Government  it 
is  $62,000. 

All  the  river  boats  are  so  different  from  war  vessels  in  all  their 
appliances  that  considerable  alterations  are  necessary  to  fit  them  for 
use.  They  needed  a  good  deal  of  strengthening,  and  because  the  crew 
would  be  liable  to  be  picked  off  while  passing  along  the  banks  of  the 
river  in  places  where  no  effectual  return  could  be  made  to  the  fire  of 
an  individual,  I  decided  upon  putting  bulwarks  of  oak  plank  5 
inches  thick,  which  I  found  by  experiment  a  sufficient  guard  against 
small  arms. 

The  boilers  and  engines  can  not  be  defended  against  cannon  shot. 
We  must  take  our  chances. 

The  necessary  changes  and  additions  will  cost  about  $41,000  more, 
making  the  price  of  each  of  the  three  boats  about  $34,000,  completed. 

The  principal  and  longest  contract  calls  for  the  delivery  of  these 
boats  by  the  27th  of  June,  under  a  loss  of  10  per  cent  of  the  whole  con¬ 
tract  for  every  day’s  delay  after  that  time  until  delivery. 

With  such  stringent  terms  I  feel  assured  that  the  boats  will  be 
ready  for  us  by  the  27th  instant,  and  I  therefore  beg  that  the  requisi¬ 
tions  which  I  enclose  may  receive  immediate  attention  from  the 
proper  bureaus. 

I  am  confident  that  the  vessels  will  be  able  to  render  useful  service, 
and  I  am  very  anxious  to  be  at  my  station. 

I  think  it  is  not  desirable  to  have  the  crew  in  town  until  the  vessels 
are  ready  for  them. 

Provisions  may  more  cheaply  be  bought  here  than  transported  from 
the  East.  I  request  permission  to  buy  them  here. 

I  request  permission  to  engage  the  necessary  pilots,  engineers,  and 
firemen  here. 

The  management  of  these  engines  in  the  muddy  waters  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  requires  a  peculiar  experience,  which  it  is  cheaper  to  employ 
than  to  teach. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  re- ' 
questing  that  recommendations  from  Army  headquarters  be  carried 
out. 


War  Department,  June  11 , 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  enclosed  documents  are  respectfully  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  with  a  request  that  the  recommendations  of 
the  lieutenant-general  may  be  carried  out. 

It  is  understood  that  a  commander  in  the  Navy  is  already  on  such 
duty  upon  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  The  attention  which  he  has 
already  given  to  this  subject  no  doubt  has  prepared  him  to  act  effi¬ 
ciently  in  this  matter.  Some  of  the  principal  river  steamboat  con¬ 
structors  west  should  be  consulted,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Lenthall,  in 
order  to  make  their  experience  available.  Rifled  42-pounders,  from 
their  long  range  and  accuracy,  and  the  moral  effect  they  produce, 
should  form  a  part  of  the  armament  of  each  gunboat.  The  Ordnance 
Department  of  the  Army  is  now  engaged  in  rifling  the  42-pounders 
on  hand.  That  Department  will  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  sufficient 
number  to  supply  each  of  the  sixteen  gunboats  required  by  the  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  with  not  less  than  two  such  guns  and  a  sufficient  sup¬ 
ply  of  ammunition. 

The  other  guns  it  is  supposed  may  be  properly  supplied  by  the 
Navy,  though  the  War  Department  will  undertake  this  part  of  the 
work  if  it  be  desired. 

The  Chief  of  the  Ordnance  Department  will  examine  these  papers, 
take  copies,  and  hand  the  originals  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Simon  Cameron, 

TT  ,,  w  Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Rodgers ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  condemning  as  without  authority  from  the  Department  the 
purchase  of  vessels  by  him. 


Navy  Department,  June  12 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  the  first  that  has  reached  the 
Department  from  you,  was  received  to-day.  The  requisitions  for 
gunboats,  for  which  you  state  you  have  contracted,  are  without  au¬ 
thority  from  this  Department,  h  ou  were  directed  to  proceed  West 
and  report  to  General  McClellan,  commanding  the  forces  on  the 
upper  Mississippi,  and  it  was  distinctly  stated  in  your  instructions 
tnat  mat  officer  would  make  the  necessary  requisitions.  The  move¬ 
ment  m  that  quarter  pertains  to  the  Army  and  not  the  Navy  Nor 
must  the  two  branches  of  service  become  complicated  and  embarrassed 
by  separate  action  or  any  attempt  at  a  combined  movement  on  the 
rivers  of  the  interior.  You  are,  then,  subordinate  to  the  general  in 
command,  to  aid,  advise,  and  cooperate  with  him  in  crossing  or  navi¬ 
gating  the  rivers  or  m  arming  and  equipping  the  boats  required  for 
the  army  on  the  Western  waters.  Should  naval  armaments  be 
wanted  for  any  of  the  boats,  or  crews  to  manage  them,  you  were 
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specifically  authorized  to  make  requisition  for  either  or  both,  but 
nothing  further.  The  Department  can  not  recognize  or  sanction 
any  contract  for  boats.  They  are  not  wanted  for  naval  purposes. 
If  they  are  required  for  the  Army,  those  whose  business  and  duty  it 
is  to  procure  them  will  make  requisitions  on  the  War  Department. 
There  has  been  and  is  great  sensitiveness  among  the  boatmen  and 
others  on  the  Western  rivers  in  relation  to  the  water  craft  that  might 
be  required  for  the  Army,  and  it  was  an  especial  object  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  framing  your  instructions  to  so  restrict  them  as  to  avoid 
jealousy.  Repeated  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Department 
in  regard  to  your  movements  and  powers  by  Members  of  Congress 
and  others,  to  all  of  whom  unequivocal  answers  have  been  given  that 
you  were  not  authorized  by  this  Department  to  purchase  or  build 
boats  or  make  contracts.  You  were  promptly  telegraphed,  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  receipt  of  your  first  letter  informing  of  your  opera¬ 
tions,  this  Department  can  not  respond  to  your  requisitions  for  money 
to  purchase  boats,  nor  with  our  limited  number  of  officers  can  we 
spare  any  such  number  as  are  proposed  for  interior  operations. 
Boatmen  who  navigate  Western  rivers  must  be  selected,  and,  for  the 
management  of  river  boats,  would  doubtless  be  quite  as  serviceable 
as  experienced  seamen.  The  employment  of  men  and  their  subsist¬ 
ence,  together  -with  the  necessary  engineers,  pilots,  firemen,  etc.,  for 
the  army  movements,  including  the  steamers,  properly  belong  to  the 
Army ;  and  whatever  you  may  do  as  regards  them  or  either  of  them 
will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  general  in  chief  and  by  requisitions 
on  and  at  the  expense  of  the  War  Department.  Should  not  your 
services  or  those  of  Mr.  Pook  be  required  by  the  War  Department, 
you  will  be  at  liberty  to  return  to  this  city. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  re¬ 
garding  the  superintendence  of  vessels  under  construction  on  West¬ 
ern  waters. 


Navy  Department,  June  12. 1907. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  11th  instant,  with  the  accompanying  papers  of  the  lieutenant- 
general  and  others.  It  will  not  be  within  the  power  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  with  its  reduced  force  and  the  large  demands  upon  it,  to  fur¬ 
nish  the  officers  asked  to  superintend  the  building  of  boats  and  en¬ 
gines  on  the  Western  waters.  With  due  deference,  I  must  state  that 
it  seems  to  me  unnecessary  that  such  superintendents  should  be  naval 
officers.  This  Department  does  not  detail  officers  of  the  line  to 
attend  to  the  construction  of  ocean  steamers,  but  employs  civilians, 
engineers,  and  naval  constructors. 

As  the  boats  for  the  Western  waters  are  in  many  respects  different 
from  ocean  steamers  in  their  construction,  it  would  be  well  to  have 
them  built  by  Western  men,  who  are  educated  to  the  peculiar  boat 
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required  for  navigating  rivers.  We  will  authorize  one  of  our  naval 
constructors  to  advise  and  assist  in  so  building  as  to  adapt  them  to 
war  purposes  should  you  desire  it. 

I  would  remark  in  this  connection  that  I  yesterday  received  a  com¬ 
munication  from  Commander  Rodgers,  who,  after  consultation  with 
you,  was  sent  a  few  weeks  since  by  this  Department  to  Cincinnati  to 
assist  in  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  general  in  command  in  that 
quarter.  In  this  communication  Commander  Rodgers  alludes  to  the 
purchase  of  boats  and  certain  requisitions  connected  therewith  which 
pertain  to  the  War  Department  rather  than  this. 

The  communication  of  Commander  Rodgers  is  submitted  for  your 
Perusal,  and  I  return  herewith  the  communication  of  the  lieutenant- 
general  with  the  other  papers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  June  11, 1861. 

,  TH  ^°vemen^s  on  J  Jie  Mississippi  are  under  the  direction  and  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Army  All  purchases  of  boats  for  army  movements  must 
be  made  by  the  W  ar  Department.  You  are  not  authorized  to  make 
requisitions  except  for  armament  and  crew. 

Gideon  Welles, 

n  ,  T  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


[Telegram.] 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  12,  1861. 
General  McClellan  has  approved  the  bills  for  the  steamboats.  The 
written  approval  of  a  superior  officer  makes  an  act  of  purchase 


Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


John  Rodgers, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Eon  Cyrus  Aldrich,  dis¬ 
claiming  authority  for  the  purchase  or  construction  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  June  13,  1861. 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  that  this  Department  is  not  making  arrangements  for  build¬ 
ing  or  purchasing  boats  on  the  Mississippi  River. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TT  ~  .  Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Cyrus  Aldrich, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


287 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Rodgers ,  11.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  supply  of  ordnance  materials  for  vessels  on  Western 
waters. 

Navy  Department,  June  17,  1861. 

:  The  Bureau  of  Ordnance  has  been  directed  to  supply  you  with 
such  ordnance  materials  as  can  be  spared  for  the  armament  of  the 
boats  which  the  Army  may  purchase  on  the  Ohio  or  Mississippi 
rivers  and  place  under  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  proceed  to  Erie ,  Pa.,  to  select  ordnance  material. 

Navy  Department,  June  18, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Erie,  Pa.,  and  select  such  ordnance  ma¬ 
terial  as  you  may  deem  expedient  for  the  service  to  which  you  are 
assigned. 

You  will  advise  the  Bureau  of  the  class  and  number  of  the  guns 
selected,  together  with  the  quantities  taken  of  other  ordnance  articles. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for¬ 
warding  requisition  for  articles  for  three  gunboats  under  con¬ 
struction. 

War  Department,  July  19, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  requisition  of  Commander  John 
Rodgers,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  for  articles  required  for  the  three  gun¬ 
boats  in  course  of  construction  for  army  use. 

I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  endorsement  made  upon  the 
requisition  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau  of  this 
Department,  and  request  that  you  will  give  the  requisite  order  for  the 
supply  of  the  articles,  inasmuch  as  they  can  not  be  procured 'from 
the  arsenals  of  the  Army. 

It  is  of  course  understood  that  this  Department  will  pay  for  the 
articles  furnished  under  this  requisition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Simon  Cameron, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


288 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTEKN  WATERS. 


Letter  from  Charles  Ellet ,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  warning 
him  of  rumored  preparations  for  attack  upon  blockading  vessels  in 
the  Gulf. 


Heights  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.,  June  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  addressed  a  communication  to  you  some  weeks  since,  calling 
your  attention  to  the  value  of  steam  rams  as  a  formidable  means  of 
defending  the  coasts  and  harbors  of  this  country  against  a  foreign 
naval  attack. 


Although  I  failed  to  obtain  your  serious  attention,  or  that  of  either 
of  your  two  predecessors  in  the  Department,  I  think  it  proper  to 
say  to  you  that  after  the  publication  and  distribution  of  my  views 
to  C  ongress  six  years  ago,  the  very  plan  which  I  recommended  was 
adopted,  on  a  gigantic  scale,  both  by  the  British  and  French  gov¬ 
ernments. 

.  My  purpose  in  addressing  you  again  on  this  subject  is,  that  I  am 
induced,  by  a  vague  hint  in  a  New  Orleans  paper,  to  suspect  that  they 
have  now  m  preparation  on  the  Mississippi  a  plan  of  this  sort  for 
running  into  and  sinking  some  of  the  blockading  vessels  in  the  Gulf. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  worth  while  to  put  our  naval 
commanders  there  on  their  guard  against  that  particular  danger,  and 
am,  sir, 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Charles  Ellet, 

Ci  vil  Engineer. 


Letter  from  E.  If.  Dorr ,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  regarding 
the  construction  of  an  infernal  submarine  vessel  for  operations 
against  United  States  vessels  in  the  Gulf. 


Chicago,  III.,  June  25,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  ama  resident  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  am  here  stopping 
tor  a  few  days  at  Tremont  House.  Yesterday  morning  I  met  a  ladv 
belonging  m  the  New  England  States,  who  has  been  engaged  for 
past  three  years  m  teaching  school,  a  little  north  of  New  Orleans. 
She  left  there  a  few  days,  (six)  since  and  arrived  here  vesterdav 
moi  ning.  She  is  a  very  intelligent,  middle-aged  woman,  full  of 
patriotism  for  her  country,  and  thankful  for  her  escape  from  the 
South  She  tells  me  that  the  rebels  m  New  Orleans  are  constructing- 
an  infernal  submarine  vessel  to  destroy  the  Brooklyn ,  or  any  vessel 
blockading  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi;  from  her  description,  she 
is  to  be  used  as  a  projectile  with  a  sharp  iron  or  steel  pointed  prow 
to  perforate  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  and  then  explode  Savs  it  is 
being  constructed  by  competent  engineers,  etc.  This  is  what  was 
probably  meant  by  the  preparation,  as  published  in  New  Orleans 
papers,  to  sink  her  beneath  the  waves,  etc  .—{Brooklyn).  She  also  ' 
reports  a  formidable  floating  battery  being  built  at  Mobile,  to  be 
mounted  with  large  guns  of  immense  size  and  range  to  drive  away 

hlrbOT  o?MobiSle.iPS’  **  6IWng  them  at  lonS  range>  blockading  the 
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I  put  implicit  reliance  in  the  correctness  of  this  information.  I 
have  not  perhaps  followed  her  language  precisely,  but  it  is  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  it  drawn  out  by  me.  I  having  once,  for  some  years,  been 
a  sailor,  am  a  competent  judge  of  the  correctness  of  what  she  stated, 
and  while  I  have  no  fears  of  either  succeeding,  I  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  convey  the  information  to  you ;  “  forewarned,  forearmed.” 

Mr.  Julius  White,  of  this  city,  the  collector  of  Chicago  port,  lives 
10  miles  from  here.  He  will  call  upon  this  woman  this  evening  at 
my  request,  as  she  is  stopping  at  his  place,  and  he  will  write  the  hon¬ 
orable  Secretary  Treasury  to-morrow  to  hand  to  you  any  more  facts 
he  may  get,  I  am  known  to  several  of  the  Army  and  Navy  officers 
now  in  Washington,  Captain  Woodruff,  topographical  engineer, 
and  others,  if  you  wish  a  reference, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  Dorr, 
Buffalo ,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  U.  8.  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C . 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 

in  and  about  Louisville ,  Ky. 

Louisville,  July  21,  1861.  , 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  I  received  this  morning.  In 
writing  to  you  a  few  days  since  I  took  occasion  to  stigmatize  the  re¬ 
ports  of  two  pilots,  a  Mr.  Hiner  and  another,  concerning  the  depth  of 
ivater  on  the  shoals  belowT  this  point,  as  utterly  false  and  conceived 
in  the  hope  to  further  personal  interests  and  those  of  the  pilot  associa¬ 
tion.  The  reports  of  the  water  on  the  Portland  bar,  got  up  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  are  just  as  false  and  in  the  same  spirit  as  those  of  Mr.  Hiner, 
who  told  me  there  were  4J  feet  on  the  Portland  bar,  and  when  it  was 
examined,  a  few  hours  after,  not  3J  feet  could  be  found.  I  stated  to 
you  in  a  former  letter  that  I  was  having  it  examined  daily.  I  have 
continued  this,  and  have  myself  been  on  it,  and  had  the  pilot  there  in 
a  gig  to  examine  all  parts  of  it,  and  wTe  have  not  yet  found  4  feet, 
Mr.  Sebastian  ranks  high  as  a  pilot,  and  is  quite  as  honest  as  anyone 
among  them.  In  some  manner  the  pilot  association  is  determined 
to  carry  its  ends  and  force  its  terms  upon  you.  If  the  river  should 
rise  so  as  to  offer  a  chance  of  getting  the  vessels  to  Cairo,  I  can  take 
them  there  with  the  force  on  board  and  without  more  pilots,  and  I 
should  infinitely  prefer  to  do  it  rather  than  see  the  pilot  association 
succeed  in  its  plans.  Let  us  do  this  and  they  will  come  down  in  their 
notions  of  the  value  of  their  services,  which  are  preposterous.  The 
two  Sebastians  and  the  masters — Drible  [Duble?  |  himself  being  quite 
capable — will  suffice,  if  need  be,  to  work  the  boats  out  as  well  as  the 
association  pilots  could.  You  know  there  are  two  classes  of  pilots — 
associationists  and  outside  men.  I  will  now  have  a  regular  table  kept 
of  the  soundings.  I  was  on  the  bar  the  other  day  in  the  ferryboat, 
a  flat-bottomed  craft,  and  wTe  had  difficulty  in  getting  to  New  Albany. 
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I  have  opened  a  rendezvous  at  the  canal  locks,  which  is  a  point 
intermediate  between  this  place  and  Portland.  Is  it  not  possible  to 
baye  a  small  fund  for  recruiting  service,  say,  $1  per  man  enlisted? 
With  such  a  fund  runners  could  be  employed  here  to  great  advantage. 
There  are  some  men  about  the  port,  where  the  boats  are,  who  are  ship¬ 
ping  though  the  doctor  finds  it  necessary  to  reject  a  large  portion 
as  unsound.  If  the  supply  there  should  disappear  and  the  boats  still 
be  kept  where  they  are  by  low  water,  I  will  move  the  office  to  the  river¬ 
side  here. 

Receiving  no  arms  from  Cincinnati,  and  hearing  nothing  of  them, 
I  went  over  to  General  Rousseau,  at  Camp  Holt,  and  borrowed  30 
stand  from  him,  with  500  rounds  of  cartridges.  There  are  10  on 
b°a id  each  boat.  Tou  have  not  replied  about  the  marine  e;uard,  so 
I  have  engaged  a  sergeant  for  the  Conestoga ,  who  is  enlisting  14 
men  and  1  corporal  to  make  a  guard  for  that  vessel.  He  is  a  well-look- 
lng  man,  and  expects  to  get  his  men  from  his  own  company  in  New 
Albany,  and  have  them  ready  by  Tuesday  next.  Many  of  the  old 
firemen  I  have  had  to  discharge  on  the  surgeon’s  examination,  and 
most  of  the  enlistments  here  are  to  fill  up  their  places  in  the  fire  de¬ 
partment,  those  being  most  sought  for.  Shall  I  take  your  silence  for 
consent  and  swear  in  Mr.  Herrtifree  [Hartupee?],  of  New  Albany 
as  second  engineer  of  the  Tyler ,  which  will  complete  the  number  in 
all  the  vessels  ?  He  is  highly  spoken  of. 

There  is  no  paint  for  the  boats.  The  Lexington  exhausted  the 
'  supply  put  on  board  by  contractors.  It  would  be  well  to  paint  them 
inside  now. 


The  carpenters  have  left  the  Lexington  and  Conestoga.  There  is 
but  one  ladder  to  get  on  deck  in  the  Lexington  and  that  one  on  the 
forecastle  The  Conestoga  has  two,  a  hatch  having  been  made  to 
get  on  deck  from  the  cabin,  and  the  other  ladder  (all  of  poplar)  is 
also  on  the  forecastle.  There  are  no  other  ways  of  getting  on  deck 
and  no  way  provided  for  getting  into  the  lookout  house  aft.  The’ 
ladders  to  get  into  the  pilot  houses  are  simply  perpendicular  round 
ladders  (not  step  ones),  leading  to  very  small  holes,  through  which 
.  y  an  active  man  can  enter.  The  middle  carline  and  two  short  ones 
m  the  6  onestoga  are  not  supported,  except  by  temporary  posts,  which 
must  come  down,  being  in  the  way  of  the  guns,  and  were  not  intended 
to  be  permanent.  If  knocked  out,  the  pilot  house,  bell,  and  all,  would 
come  down.  I  his  is  certainly  a  carpenter’s  job.  One  of  the  carlines 
over  the  engines  is  broken  about  the  middle  and  the  half  is  o-0ne 
None  has  been  put  in  to  replace  it,  and  the  one  on  the  other  side  is 
not  secured  in  any  way,  and  the  same  with  the  middle  one  in  the 
cabin  the  end  being  shored  up  by  a  temporary  piece  of  scantling,  as 
are  those  under  pilot  house.  The  contract  calls  for  two  staterooms 
and  a  cabm  two  mess  rooms  with  cupboards,  and  ten  staterooms  for 
officers  There  are  two  mess  rooms  8  by  10  feet,  some  smaller,  and 
eight  staterooms  m  all  on  each  vessel,  instead  of  the  twelve  called  for 
The  gun  room  aft  must  serve  as  cabin.  I  wanted  some  pantries  and 
closets  fixed  on  board  the  Conestoga ,  m  lieu  of  the  other  rooms,  for 
which  there  is  not  space,  a  fact  the  constructor  should  have  ascer¬ 
tained  before  lie  planned  their  arrangements  and  made  contract,  but 
the  carpenters  went  off  without  doing  the  work.  We  have  a  right  to 
insist  on  it,  and  I  am  confident  the  contractor  can  not  pretend  to  dis- 
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pute  the  justice.  The  roundhouse  for  the  captaixi  they  have  put  in 
simply  won’t  answer  at  all,  as  you  will  see  in  a  moment.  Nothing 
but  a  regular  bowl,  with  valve,  tank,  and  water-pipe  will  do  in  that 
part  of  the  vessel,  instead  of  which  a  zinc  pipe  leads  from  the  seat 
to  outside,  at  an  angle  of  45°,  all  the  way  of  the  same  size  and  about 
8  or  10  inches  in  diameter,  the  seat  narrow  and  inclined.  The  joiner- 
work  is  exceedingly  rough;  the  staterooms,  two  berths  in  each,  are 
6  feet  square. 

The  vessels  are  in  charge  of  masters,  Mr.  Hurd  having  gone  down 
to  take  charge  of  the  Lexington.  I  relieved  Captain  Collier  on  the 
19th  and  Captain  Williamson  to-day. 

I  find  that  people  have  an  idea  that  there  is  a  chance  for  con¬ 
tract — upon  which  our  country  has  gone  mad  and  about  which  it  is 
worse  than  dishonest — to  get  the  vessels  over  the  bars;  anyone  of 
these  river  men  is  ready  to  enter  into  contract  to  do  it,  even  if  there 
is  not  a  particle  of  chance  to  succeed,  knowing  well  that  it  is  an  easy 
matter  to  get  relief  from  Congress  to  two  or  three  times  the  amount 
of  their  outlay  whether  successful  or  not,  as  the  Government  is 
liberal  and  only  needs  the  show  of  having  undertaken  to  serve  it  for 
a  good  basis  to  recover  largely.  Get  the  contract,  make  a  show  of 
carrying  it  out,  and  a  speculation  follows  of  course.  L  have  been 
asked  if  the  Government  would  contract  to  get  them  out  by  parties 
here  and  in  Portland,  but  I  answer  no,  because  satisfied  that  it  would 
result  in  scattering  the  vessels  along  the  bars  below  here,  at  out-of- 
the-way  places,  and  exposed  ones.  There  is  but  30  inches  water 
at  Scuffletown  and  3  feet  at  Flint  Island,  the  channel  narrow  and 
crooked,  and  the  chance  of  getting  a  vessel  through,  at  this  time, 
mounted  on  barges  and  raised  2  feet  is  excedingly  small,  in  fact,  not 
possible.  At  French  Island  there  are  4  feet  now.  I  make  it  my 
business  to  gather  all  the  information  I  can  about  the  river  below, 
and  I  am  satisfied  the  steamers  can  not  now  be  floated  out  in  any 
manner,  and  such  is  the  opinion  of  men  here  who  have  been  a  long- 
while  on  the  river,  but  are  now  doing  business  elsewhere.  The  height 
of  water  should  afford  4  feet  out  of  the  river,  and  if  the  river  does  not 
fall  while  the  channels  are  improving,  we  may  hope  for  that  depth 
before  long.  The  rise  here  in  the  past  ten  days  has  amounted  to 
nearly  5  inches.  Day  before  yesterday  the  water  was  exactly  at  the 
point  it  was  when  I  first  came  here. 

Captain  Lockhart,  superintendent  of  the  canal,  and  an  out  and  out 
Union  man,  advanced  the  money  to  pay  for  the  calking  of  the 
Conestoga ,  at  Captain  Williamson’s  instance,  before  I  came  down. 
It  is  entered  in  the  bills  of  that  vessel,  and  I  ask  your  attention  to  it. 
He,  however,  has  not  spoken  of  it  to  me.  By  the  way,  he  tells  me  he 
has  a  coal  mine  nearly  down  to  Cairo,  and  would  like  to  furnish  coal 
for  the  service,  which  can  be  done  economically  and  readily  from 
the  mine.  I  advised  him  to  write  to  you,  as  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  and  knew  nothing  of  it.  I  will  mention,  however,  that  he  has 
been  an  active  Union  man,  has  spent  his  money  fr,eely  in  getting 
arms  and  ammunition  for  Union  people,  and  called  upon  the  home 
guards  to  have  a  special  eye  to  the  safety  of  the  gunboats,  and,  I 
believe,  has  in  considerable  degree  been  the  cause  of  their  being 
entirely  unmolested  and  our  people  safe  from  insult  in  that  secession 
hole,  Portland.  As  soon  as  the  election  is  over,  the  first  Monday  in 
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August,  this  State  will  side  with  Government  and  then  Ave  may 
expect  a  pretty  row  all  over  its  territory. 

Yours,  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 

The  officers  have  not  a  cent  of  money  to  send  to  market  and  start 
their  messes.  What  shall  be  done  ?  Most  have  a  month  due  them. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav.y  to  the  Quartermaster-General , 
L .  S.  Army ,  returning  drawings  and  specifications  for  new  gun¬ 
boats. 

Navy  Department,  July  22,  1861. 

I  herewith  return  the  drawings  and  specifications  for  gunboats  on 
the  Mississippi.  They  were  submitted,  as  requested,  to  Engineer  in 
Chief  Isherwood,  a  copy  of  whose  report  is  enclosed.  The^  Depart¬ 
ment  will  be  glad  to  give  any  other  information  in  its  power  that  you 
may  desire  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General ,  U.  S.  Army. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  P helps ,  U .  S.  N avy,  regarding  general  matters 

in  the  Ohio  River. 

Louisville,  July  26,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Portland  bar  improves,  and  I  have  hopes  of  get¬ 
ting  the  boats  over  soon.  They  are  all  together  at  Shippingport.  I 
yesterday  discharged  a  number  of  hands,  giving  passes  to  Cincinnati, 
to  be  charged  to  Government,  as  the  men  came  from  there  in  the 
boats. 

I  again  call  your  attention  to  the  deck  I  Avrote  about  for  the  Cones¬ 
toga.  If  built  of  inch  pine,  covered  with  canvas  and  proper  carline 
stuff,  bulwarks  of  3-inch  oak  plank,  it  can  be  done  for  $266  by  con¬ 
tract.  The  man  Avho  Avants  to  enter  as  carpenter,  when  I  know  what 
pay  is  to  be  allowed,  tells  me  he  could  not  do  it  for  much  if  any  less 
if  he  Avere  to  undertake  it,  hiring  men  by  the  day. 

When  the  paint  comes,  I  will  at  once  set  the  men  at  work. 

The  more  I  examine  the  work  on  the  Conestoga  the  more  disgrace¬ 
ful  patching  it  appears  to  be.  The  Lexington  is  best  done,  but  none 
well,  and  the  joinerwork  all  round  is  more  like  the  work  of  Irish 
laborers  than  of  mechanics. 

The  boat  davits  are  not  up  and  no  attempt  made  to  put  them  up  • 
the  same  of  the  iron  ties  and  bars  over  the  boilers.  In  the  Tyler  you 
can  not  get  from  aft  fonvard  without  walking  over  the  boilers.  ‘No 
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attempt  has  been  made  to  deck  over  for  a  gangway.  The  contract  calls 
for  swinging  booms.  None  is  provided.  Ladders  can  be  arranged 
over  the  side  abaft  the  wheel  to  ascend  to  the  upper  deck,  and  one 
forward  to  pass  in  by  a  vacant  porthole.  It  will  not  be  easy  to  cut  a 
gangway  now. 

The  latest  news  from  below,  now  three  days  old,  gives  3  feet  water 
to  Henderson,  the  bars  having  from  3  to  3|  feet.  When  you  are  dis¬ 
posed  to  try  floating  the  boats  out — a  thing  I  do  not  believe  to  be 
practicable — I  trust  you  will  order  me  to  undertake  it.  If  a  contract¬ 
or  can  do  it  I  can.  We  can  get  the  boats  to  Cairo,  if  water  comes, 
with  the  pilots  we  have,  and  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  giving 
in  to  those  scoundrels  of  the  association.  My  opinion  of  river  men 
•  entirely  coincides  with  yours.  I*  will  not  believe  any  only  in  so 
far  as  my  judgment  can  establish  as  fact  outside  testimony  and  cir¬ 
cumstances.  I  am  not  pleased  with  the  river  men  material.  We 
ought  to  have  some  few  old  men-of- war-men.  I  am  persuaded,  too, 
that  you  will  find  it  necessary  to  get  authority  to  issue  navy  rations 
and  have  navy  regulations  in  regard  to  commutation,  etc.  It  will  be 
the  only  way  to  save  annoyances  and  losses  to  us.  The  army  is  not 
fit  for  shipboard  and  won't  do  at  all.  I  see  that  we  are  expected  to 
be  responsible  for  provisions  and  supplies  furnished — a  feature  I  do 
not  at  all  like.  I  wrote  you  about  my  account,  or  rather  about  the 
difficulty  met  with  in  regard  to  pay,  not  having  orders  to  show  for 
anything  beyond  special  duty,  while,  in  fact,  I  am  in  a  measure  per¬ 
forming  all  manner  of  duties  and  have  the  river  ones  in  as  large  a 
sense  as  those  on  shore  and  more  so  as  far  as  respects  responsibility.  I 
want  the  question  of  position  settled.  If  I  am  to  be  a  lieutenant,  com¬ 
manding,  well  and  good ;  and  if  not,  now  is  the  time  to  know  it,  when 
I  shall  take  a  positive  stand  on  the  subject. with  the  Department. 

Clothes  and  hammocks  would  encourage  Enlistment,  and  I  think 
the  officers  should  receive  some  pay  to  enable  them  to  market  to 
advantage.  They  have  no  money  among  them.  I  have  had  the  fire¬ 
men  and  coal  passers  full  several  times,  but  discovered  hernias,  etc., 
turns  many  off. 

A  gentleman  of  New  Albany,  who  will  offer  bids  for  building  boats, 
suggests  that  the  wheel  should  be  divided  into  two,  so  that  one  can 
back  while  the  other  goes  ahead.  A  beam  should  pass  between  for 
the  shaft  ends  to  rest  on.  In  this  a  boat  can  turn  quickly  on  her  heel, 
but  with  one  wheel,  as  I  have  frequently  seen,  they  are  almost  unman¬ 
ageable — can’t  be  turned.  This  is  important.  Two  wheels,  in  the 
way  proposed,  are  used  on  the  river;  besides,  if  one  engine  is  injured 
the  other  can  go  on  while  the  one  is  repaired,  with  its  one  wheel. 
The  one  wheel,  amidship  or  astern,  is  very  objectionable  in  a  war 
vessel,  because  the  boat  is  so  unmanageable,  especially  in  a  river. 
While  a  side-wheel  turns  readily,  your  stern  wheel  must  put  her  stern 
on  the  back  and  take  advantage  of  the  current  to  help.  I  have 
promised  to  furnish  the  New  Albany  builder — a  regular  seagoing 
shipbuilder — the  engine  specifications  as  soon  as  I  can  get  them.  He 
Avill  offer  for  both  hulls  and  engines,  having  an  extensive  machine 
shop.  Shall  I  swear  in  carpenters  for  each  of  the  boats  and  enlist 
mates  for  them  also?  I  suppose  each  boat  should  have  two  carpen¬ 
ters.  If  you  will  let  me  know  when  the  boats  are  received  from  the 
contractors  I  can  usefully  employ  our  own  carpenters  and  people. 
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Till  then  I  can  not,  but  I  must  put  in  my  protests  against  some  of  the 
work  done,  and  especially  on  the  Conestoga ,  which  is  the  worst. 

I  have  plenty  of  arms  borrowed,  and  a  supply  of  ammunition. 
Yours,  respectfully  and  truly, 

S.  Leotard  Phelps. 

Commander  John  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


Order  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Ordnance  Master 
Bishop ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  shipping  of  muskets. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  25,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  No.  22  Broadway,  where  you  will  find  eight  boxes 
of  muskets  turned  over  to  me  by  Captain  Kingsbury. 

Have  them  marked  as  follows:  Three  boxes,  Joshua  Bishop,  mas¬ 
ter,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  five  boxes,  Lieutenant  S.  L.  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Rew  Albany,  Ind.,  by  way  of  Mitchell,  Ind.,  on  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
Railroad  and  New  Albany  and  Salem  Railroad. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  /S.  Navy. 

Master  Joshua  Bishop,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  sea  pay  for 
officers  on  the  Western  waters. 

Cincinnati,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Fourth  Auditor  lias  decided  that  the  officers  attached  to 
the  gunboats  on  the  Western  rivers  are  not  entitled  to  sea  service, 
through  express  wording  of  the  law,  approved  June  1,  1860,  section 
3,  which  enacts  “  that  hereafter,  no  service  shall  be  regarded  as  sea 
service  but  such  as  shall  be  performed  at  sea,  under  the  orders  of  a 
department,  and  in  vessels  employed  by  authority  of  law.” 

The  officers  of  the  steamers  passing  up  and  down  the  Potomac  are 
allowed  sea  service.  The  officers  of  the  steamer  Michigan  on  the 
lake,  perform  technical  sea  service<  Officers  in  seagoing  vessels  are 
allowed  sea  service,  even  though  in  port;  officers  of  Coast-Survey  ves¬ 
sels  on  rivers  and  bays  receive  sea  service.  Technical  sea  service  at¬ 
taches  by  precedent  and  present  practice  to  river  service,  such  as  the 
Secretary  decides  to  be  entitled  to  it.  You,  sir,  decided  this,  if  you 
recollect,  when  in  your  office  you  told  me,  in  answer  to  an  enquiry, 
that  we  should  be  allowed  sea  service.  We  are  under  a  department 
and  employed  under  authority  of  law,  as  contradistinguished  from 
private  or  corporate  enterprise.  All  three  of  the  conditions  necessary 
to  sea  service,  therefore,  seem  to  be  met.  I  respectfully  request  that 
the  Fourth  Auditor  be  instructed  as  to  the  construction  of  the  law  for 
sea  service  applicable  to  our  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 

TT  _  m  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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L  Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  July  27,  1861. 
General  Fremont  is  the  successor  of  General  McClellan.  Report 
to  him. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Hon.  Frank  P.  Blair, 

regarding  the  placing  of  an  order  with  Knap,  Rudd  &  Co.  for 

ordnance. 

Washington,  August  1, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Charles  Knap,  of  the  firm  of  Knap,  Rudd  &  Co.,  Fort 
Pitt  Foundry,  Pittsburg,  the  ordfer  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish 
Major-General  John  C.  Fremont,  U.  S.  Army,  with  16  navy  shell  guns 
of  IX-inch  bore  and  30  XUI-inch  mortars  of  army  pattern,  together 
with  shells  for  the  same,  all  to  be  forwarded  with  the  utmost  dispatch 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mr.  Knap  has  accepted  the  order  in  a  communication  of  this  date 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  he  states  the  following 
terms,  viz : 

1.  That  the  navy  guns  will  be  charged  at  the  original  price  for 
which  the  contract  was  made,  to  wit,  7J  cents  per  pound,  each  gun 
weighing  about  9,000  pounds. 

2.  The  mortars  to  be  charged  at  the  army  contract  price  of  6J  cents 
per  pound,  each  piece  weighing  about  17,500  pounds. 

3.  The  shells  at  the  navy  contract  price  of  4|  cents  per  pound ;  the 
IX-inch  weighing  about  71  pounds  and  those  for  mortars  200  pounds. 

Mr.  Knap  further  agrees  to  subject  the  mortars,  guns,  and  shells  to 
whatever  examination  or  proof  under  navy  or  army  conditions  that 
the  ordnance  authorities  may  choose  to  direct. 

I  here  desire  to  remark,  in  reference  to  the  navy  shell  guns,  that  the 
guns  now  in  possession  of  the  Fort  Pitt  founders  were  rejected  some 
few  years  ago  by  the  Navy  as  part  of  a  lot  which  were  found  to  have 
been  cast  with  defective  trunnions.  Some  of  the  navy  ordnance 
officers  who  were  charged  specially  with  the  duty  of  inspecting  these 
16  pieces  reported  favorably  on  them  and  recommended  their  accept¬ 
ance,  all  of  which  appears  on  the  record  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 
In  a  conversation,  however,  which  I  had  this  morning  with  Captain 
Dahlgren,  from  whose  designs  the  guns  were  made,  he  told  me  he 
would  not  trust  the  guns  beyond  300  rounds  per  gun. 

I  would  take  this  occasion  to  suggest  that  an  order  be  issued  from 
the  War  Department  to  direct  the  shells  for  both  mortars  and  guns  to 
be  fitted  at  or  by  the  authorities  of  the  Allegheny  Arsenal. 

With  reference  to  the  carriages  for  the  navy  guns,  they  will  depend 
very  much  upon  the  positions  the  guns  are  to  be  mounted.  If  in  bat¬ 
tery  on  board  of  vessels  they  will  require  elevating  screws  and  draw¬ 
ings  of  carriages,  which  I  presume  would  be  supplied  by  requisition 
on  the  Navy  Department.  I  would  finally  remark  that  the  probable 
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allowance  of  shells  for  both  guns  and  mortars  should  be  100  shells 
per  piece.  Knap,  Rudd  &  Co.  promise  to  forward  the  guns  at  once 
and  to  turn  the  mortars  out  at  the  rate  of  four  per  week. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance ,  V .  S.  Navy. 
The  Hon.  Frank  [P.]  Blair, 

House  of  Representatives. 


Order  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Master  Bishop ,  U.  S. 

N avy,  to  open  a  rendezvous  and  recruiting  office  at  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 

Cincinnati,  August  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  \  ou  will  proceed  to  St.  Louis  by  way  of  Louisville,  wffiither 
you  will  carry  a  detachment  of  men  shipped  here. 

Upon  arriving  at  St.  Louis  you  will  open  a  rendezvous  for  enlist¬ 
ing  men  for  the  gunboat  service ;  of  whom  you  will  enlist  100. 

Inform  me  by  letter  of  the  probable  success,  and  of  the  average 
number  you  receive  per  day. 

You  will  hire  a  small  steamboat  at  a  cost  of  about  $15  per  day  or 
less,  as  a  rendezvous  for  the  men. 

\  ou  will  also  rent  a  small  recruiting  office.  An  assistant  surgeon 
will  be  furnished  you  for  examination  of  the  men. 

Call  upon  the  highest  military  authority  in  St.  Louis  and  show 
him  these  orders ;  request  his  cooperation  as  far  as  may  be  needed. 

Call  upon  the  quartermaster,  find  whether  he  will'  pay  bills,  and 
learn  what  steps  are  necessary  to  enable  him  to  do  so. 

.  Call  upon  the  commissary  also;  and  ascertain  whether  he  will 
issue  rations  for  the  men  whom  you  enlist;  if  not,  procure  food  for 
them  if  possible  at  Government  prices  from  the  Government  con¬ 
tractors. 

Call  upon  the  collector  of  customs,  or  in  his  absence  upon  his 
deputy,  who  will  render  you  valuable  assistance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

John  Rodgers, 

,  r  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Master  Joshua  Bishop,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Master  Bishop  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  Louisville  with  a  detachment  of  men. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  6,  1861 
Shi:  You  will  proceed  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  a  detachment  of 
men  roi  the  gunboats,  on  board  the  steamer  Major  Anderson  and 
deliver  the  men  to  Lieutenant  S.  L.  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy;  afterwards 
proceed  to  St.  Louis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 


Joshua  Bishop, 

Master,  U.  S.  Navy „ 


Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Letter  from.  Major-General  Fremont ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Hon .  Montgom¬ 
ery  Blair,  regarding  measures  for  establishing  quickly  a  strong 
military  organization. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

St.  Louis ,  August  9 ,  1861. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Blair  :  The  greater  part  of  the  old  troops,  espe¬ 
cially  the  foreign  element,  is  going  ont  of  service.  The  new  levies 
are  literally  the  rawest  ever  got  together.  They  are  reported  by  the 
officers  to  be  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  rudiments  of  military 
exercise.  To  bring  them  before  the  enemy  in  their  present  condition 
would  be  to  have  only  an  unmanageable  mob.  I  can  remedy  this  if 
I  can  be  authorized  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War  to  collect 
throughout  the  States  instructed  men  who  have  seen  service.  With 
them  I  could  make  a  skeleton — meager  enough,  but  still  a  frame¬ 
work — on  which  to  form  the  Army.  This  authority  ought  to  be 
allowed,  and  the  cost  of  transportation.  Don’t  lose  time,  but  get  it 
quick.  I  assure  you  it  will  require  all  we  can  do,  and  to  do  it  in  the 
best  manner,  to  meet  the  enemy. 

I  ought  to  be  supplied  here  with  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  disbursing  officers  allowed  to  sell  them  at  the  ruling  discount. 
All  such  equipments  as  I  can  procure  abroad  in  much  less  time  than  I 
could  get  them  here  I  ought  to  be  allowed  to  send  for. 

These  are  my  suggestions.  They  are  valuable.  Pray  act  upon 
them,  and  what  you  do,  do  quick.  It  would  subserve  the  public 
interest  if  Commander  John  Rodgers  were  removed  and  an  officer 
directed  to  report  to  me  to  have  command  of  the  operations  on  the 
Mississippi.  Show  this  to  President. 

The  contest  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  will  be  a  severe  one.  We 
had  best  meet  it  in  the  face  at  once,  and  by  so  doing  we  can  rout  them. 
Who  now  serves  the  country  quickly  serves  her  twice. 

Yours,  truly, 


J.  C.  Fremont. 


Hon.  Montgomery  Blair, 

W ash  ing  ton. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival  of 
the  gunboats  at  Cairo ,  III.,  and  the  appointment  of  officers  to  man 
them. 

Cincinnati,  August  9, 1861. 

Sir:  The  gunboats  detained  by  shoal  water  at  Louisville  have  at 
last  met  the  expected  rise  and  have  gone  down  the  river,  in  which 
water  enough  is  reported  to  float  them  safely  to  Cairo. 

The  detention  was  an  accident  incident  to  the  nature  of  navigation. 
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I  have  appointed  officers  to  the  boats,  taking  the  naval  service  as  a 
basis,  as  follows: 

Salaries, 
per  month. 


One  first  master _ .$100 

One  second  master,  as  watch  officer _ _ _  '  80 

One  third  master _  60 

Two  pilots _  150 

One  assistant  surgeon _  100 

One  acting  paymaster _  10o 

One  chief  engineer _  100 

Three  assistant  engineers _  75 

One  striker _  25 

One  armorer _  30 

One  carpenter _ 30 


T he  masters  are  divided  in  three  classes:  The  first  have  been  cap¬ 
tains  and  the  others  mates.  They  have  all  high  reputations  for  skill, 
efficiency,  and  morality,  commanding  generally  by  private  steamboat 
owners  $150  to  $200  per  month.  Mates  also  received  from  $60  to  $120 
per  month. 

The  pilots  are  highly  recommended. 

I  he  assistant  surgeons  are  recommended  by  the  medical  faculty 
of  the  city.  They  have  all  enjoyed  unusual  facilities  for  acquir¬ 
ing  knowledge  in  their  professions  by  serving  in  hospitals  for  long 
periods. 

The  engineers  were  carefully  selected. 

With  these  appointments  the  gunboats  are  capable  of  a  high  degree 
of  efficiency,  and  with  them  I  hope  to  do  good  service. 

I  have  been  forced  by  the  rates  of  wages  for  pilots  on  the  Southern 
rivers  to  exceed  the  rates  in  the  East.  The  pilots  here  claim  and 
receive  from  private  parties  $250  per  month.  This  is  the  rate  fixed 
by  themselves  before  the  war  and  made  obligatory  upon  them  by  an 
association,  of  which  the  great  majority  are  members,  called  the 
Pilots’  Association. 

It  was  only  with  great  difficulty,  delay,  and  reluctance  that  they 
consented  to  take  the  less  wages  Avhich  I  offered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 

TT  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

This  whole  subject  belongs  to  the  War  Department. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  requisition 
for  ordnance ,  armament ,  equipment ,  and  stores  for  gunboats  under 
construction. 

Cincinnati,  August  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  requisition  for  arma¬ 
ment,  ordnance,  equipment,  and  stores  for  the  seven  gunboats  now  in 
progress  of  construction  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  contractor  is  engaged  under  heavy  penalty  to  deliver  these 
boats  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  by  the  10th  of  October. 
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It  seems  of  national  importance  to  have  the  ordnance  ready  for 
them  at  that  place  when  the  boats  are  delivered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Hon.]  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Joseph  J.  Davis ,  esq.,  stat¬ 
ing  that  operations  on  the  Western  waters  are  under  direction  of 
the  War  Department. 


Navy  Department,  August  12,  1861. 

Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  has  been  received.  The  gunboats 
on  the  Mississippi  and  Western  rivers  are  under  the  control  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  War  Department,  with  which  the  Navy  has  no  connection 
either  in  building  or  fitting  up  of  boats  or  officering  them.  I  am 
under  obligations  for  the  information  from  New  Orleans. 

Respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 


Joseph  J.  Davis, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing 
the  arrival  at  Cairo  of  the  three  gunboats  Tyler ,  Lexington,  and 
Conestoga. 

U.  S.  Gunboat, 

Cairo ,  August  16,  1861. 

Sir:  The  three  gunboats  Tyler,  Lexington,  and  Conestoga,  under 
iny  command,  arrived  here  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  instant,  hav¬ 
ing  been  nearly  a  week  getting  down  over  the  bars  and  shoals  from 
New  Albany.  The  commanding  officer  at  Cairo  was  very  anxious  that 
the  gunboats  should  make  a  demonstration  down  the  river  toward 
New  Madrid,  and  also  be  prepared  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  Cairo. 
I  put  all  the  men  on  board  two  of  the  boats,  thus  partially  manning 
their  guns,  got  ammunition  from  the  fort  and  fitted  out  as  well  as  I 
could,  and  first  examined  the  Mississippi  above  and  below  Bird’s 
Point,  with  a  view  to  its  defense.  On  the  15th  I  proceeded  down  the 
river  to  New  Madrid,  meeting  with  no  enemy  or  batteries  and  without 
demonstration  against  us  from  any  of  the  towns.  Below  Hickman 
I  gave  chase  to  two  steamers  in  the  service  of  the  rebels,  but  they 
were  able  to  reach  New  Madrid  before  I  could  bring  them  to,  and  I 
did  not  think  it  advisable  to  risk  encountering  batteries  at  that  point 
with  the  condition  of  the  gunboats,  and  therefore  turned  back,  reach¬ 
ing  Cairo  the  next  day.  There  was  no  appearance  of  a  movement  of 
troops  anywhere  along  the  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Ledyard  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-C ommander,  U „  S.  Navy. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  W estern  Rivers. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Stemhel ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  expedition  of 
reconnoissance  to  Cape  Girardeau ,  on  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington,  August  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  receiving  instructions  from 
Colonel  Oglesby,  the  colonel  in  command  at  this  port,  to  take  Colonel 
Waagner,  of  the  artillery  corps,  on  board  and  make  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  Mississippi  River  as  far  up  as  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  and  also 
to  enable  the  colonel  to  make  a  personal  observation  of  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  in  course  of  erection  at  Cape  Girardeau,  and  also  Bird’s  Point 
upon  our  return,  at  1  o  clock  p.  m.  we  got  underway  and  arriving 
within  about  3  miles  from  Commerce,  Mo.,  were  hailed  by  a  number 
of  families  on  the  opposite  shore  from  the  town,  who  gave  us  informa¬ 
tion  that  the  citizens  were  all  deserting  their  homes  on  account  of 
about  800  rebel  forces  then  on  their  way  to  sack,  pillage,  and  burn 
their  town,  a  very  pretty  village,  containing  about  500  inhabitants.  We 
landed  at  the  town  at  6  p.  ni.  and  found  the  excitement  intense;  citi- 
zens  willing  to  forsake  everything  for  the  purpose  of  getting  awav 
for  personal  safety;  and  by  the  entreaties  of  the  alarmed  populace, 
took  on  board  a  large  number  of  men,  women,  and  children,  together 
with  quite  an  amount  of  merchandise  and  household  goods,  and 
landed  them  at  Cape  Girardeau.  We  lay  at  the  Cape  until  about  5 
a.  m.  of  the  17th  instant.  Starting  down,  we  landed  again  at  Com¬ 
merce  and  found  it  almost  entirely  deserted.  We  learned  from 
those  left  that  the  troops,  hearing  two  of  our  guns,  which  we  fired 
m  the  afternoon,  practicing  men  at  the  guns  (one  of  which  was  a 
34-pounder  canister  shot  and  the  other  a  64-pounder  shell  of  5)  had 
fled  and  retreated  as  far  back  as  Benton,  8  miles  back  from  the  river. 

By  instructions  from  Colonel  Waagner,  the  engineers  removed  from 
a  steam  flouring  mill  in  the  town  one  piston  rod,  cvlinder  head  etc 
the  engineer’s  report  of  which  I  herewith  have  the  honor  to  enclose’ 
Colonel  Waagner  was  under  the  impression  it  might  become  the 
means  of  giving  great  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels  if  left  perfect 
At  2  p  m.  we  left,  arriving  at  Bird’s  Point  at  4  o’clock  p.  m.,  and  at 
Cairo  Op.  m.  after  a  safe  and,  I  hope,  satisfactory  and  successful  trip 
L  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  N.  Stembel, 

Lieutenant ,  C ommanding  Gunboat  Lexington. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Gunboat  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  to 
(  ommerce,  Mo .,  and  appeals  of  inhabitants  for  protection. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington,  August  18 , 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  information :  I  got  under¬ 
way  about  9  o  clock  last  night,  ran  up  the  Mississippi  River,  and 

Waagner  °PP°Slte  Smith  s  Pomt’  agreeably  to  the  request  of  Colonel 

In  the  morning,  at  daylight,  we  got  underway  and  went  up  to  the 
town  of  Commerce,  Mo.,  where  we  found  the  people  in  a  great  state 
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of  excitement  and  terror  from  apprehension  of  violence  from  the 
rebels,  whom  they  report  to  be  in  force  from  about  800  to  1,000 ;  they 
report  these  superior  forces  as  armed  mainly  with  shotguns,  rifles,  and 
some  few  have  muskets;  many  of  these  troops  are  reported  to  be  very 
young  boys,  from  12  to  14  years  of  age. 

The  inhabitants  of  Commerce  have  mostly  fled  to  Santa  Fe,  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  a  village  opposite.  They  are  full  of  stories  of  wanton  and  cruel 
destruction  of  property  of  Union  men,  killing  stock,  stealing  horses, 
burning  cornfields,  destroying  household  property,  robbing  women 
and  children  of  their  wearing  apparel,  and  carrying  off  young  girls 
to  their  camp. 

The  inhabitants  of  Commerce  are  earnest  in  their  appeals  that  some 
force  may  be  sent  to  protect  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  iS.  Navy. 

Colonel  Oglesby, 

C ommanding  Forces  at  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Master  Bishop ,  U .  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  enlistments. 

Cairo,  III.,  August  19,  1861. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  your  difficulty  in  shipping  men,  I  am  scarcely 
capable,  at  this  distance,  from  accurate  information,  to  answer  you 
satisfactorily.  I  hope,  however,  the  directions  may  prove  so.  Call 
upon  the  quartermaster  for  such  military  authority  as  he  may  desig¬ 
nate,  ascertain  whether  your  order  for  the  bounty  will  be  in  rule  and 
be  paid  by  him,  or  by  the  authorities  to  whom  he  may  refer  you.  If 
he  will  pay  the  $30  bounty,  promise  it ;  if  he  will  not  pay,  you  can 
not  promise. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Master  Joshua  Bishop,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 


September  1,  1861. 

A  verbal  order  was  received  from  Commander  Rodgers  to  break 
up  the  rendezvous  and  proceed  to  Cairo,  Ill. ;  also  a  verbal  order 
given  to  join  the  A.  O.  Tyler  as  executive  officer.  Took  passage  down 
the  Mississippi  River  in  steamer  Belle  Memphis,  in  company  with 
Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant  and  his  senior  aid-de-camp,  Captain 
William  S.  Hillyer;  joined  the  A.  O.  Tyler  on  the  5th  September  and 
on  the  evening  of  that  day  took  on  board  ordnance  stores,  and  the 
next  morning  was  with  the  force  which  invaded  the  neutral  State 
of  Kentucky  at  Paducah. 

On  the  20th  proceeded  down  the  river  to  Columbus,  Ivy.,  where  we 
were  first  under  fire  in  reconnoitering  that  stronghold;  were  several 
times  under  fire  from  the  batteries  at  this  point.  I  was  in  the  battle 
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of  Belmont  as  executive  officer  of  the  Tyler ,  and  on  the  reembarka¬ 
tion  of  the  forces  under  Brigadier-General  Grant,  tired  the  first  gun 
across  the  bow  of  the  steamer  Belle  Memphis ,  then  General  Grant’s 
headquarters,  when  the  enemy  attacked  the  boat  in  force,  and  in  cov¬ 
ering  the  reembarkation  inflicted  severe  chastisement  on  the  enemy, 
who  had  appeared  in  strong  force  in  the  cornfield  opposite  the  boats. 

Joshua  Bishop. 


Report  of .  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general 
matters ,  including  an  expedition  to  investigate  condition  of  affairs 
at  Commerce,  Mo. 

U.-  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Commerce ,  Mo.,  August  22,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  gunboats  arrived  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  safely  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  12th  instant,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Phelps.  Lieutenant 
Stembel  was,  until  their  arrival,  occupied  in  enlisting  a  crew,  and 
I,  myself,  was  detained  with  duties  incident  to  their  conversion  and 
outfit.  _  They  were  kept  at  New  Albany,  Ind.,  by  the  low  stage  of 
water  in  the  river,  and  arrived  at  Cairo  as  soon  as  they  had  water  to 
float  them,  one  of  them  being  dragged  by  the  united  power  of  the 
three  over  a  bar  having  a  foot  less  water  than  the  draft  of  the  deep¬ 
est  of  them.  We  have  enlisted  about  half  the  men  needed  for  the 
aggregate  crew  of  the  three.  Since,  then,  however,  we  have  not  been 
idle,  as  the  accompanying  reports  will  show. 

I  have  organized  the  personnel  of  the  service,  given  appointments 
to  the  necessary  officers,  and  procured  much  of  the  materiel  needed 
for  immediate  service  by  purchase,  having  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case  gone  before  the  tardy  arrival  of  the  means  necessary  to  our 
active  service.  We  have  received  no  powder.  I  bought  a  small 
quantity  and  a  few  shot  which  were  requisite  to  the  safe  passage  of 
the  vessels  past  Paducah,  Ivy.,  where  the  secessionists  had  threatened 
to  take  them  if  they  came  unarmed.  Gun  tackles  were  wanted ;  such 
blocks  as  we  could  procure  had  to  be  purchased ;  no  proper  breechino- 
could  be  procured;  a  grass  hawser  was  cut  up  and  made  to  serve  the 
purpose.  The  arrangements  of  the  magazine  are  far  from  complete. 
One  of  the  vessels  leaks  quite  badly  from  having  been  ashore  and 
dragged  over  shoals.  We  hope  soon,  however,  to  be  in  quite  a  o-ood 
state  of  efficiency.  The  Western  river  men  I  find  willing  and  tract¬ 
able,  and  I  presume  they  will  readily  make  good  artillerists.  Now 
however,  they  know  far  less  of  their  duties  than  I  hope  we  shall  be 
able  to  teach  them.  In  the  meanwhile  we  shall  continue  to  cruise  in 
the  river  and  render,  we  hope,  useful  service  until  the  arrival  of 
proper  materiel  would  enable  us  to  venture  more  than  would  now  be 
proper  to  undertake. 

With  no  passing  boxes,  the  cartridges  are  passed  in  men’s  hats- 
with  no  magazine  screens,  there  is  necessarily  an  opening  on  the  gun 
deck  to  the  magazine  more  exposed  in  a  vessel  drawing  only" 41- 
feet  of  water  to  the  fire  of  our  own  battery  than  desirable  for  so 
inflammatory  a  material.  Fhose  boats  now  in  progress  of  construc¬ 
tion  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  are  so  iron-plated  and  so  arranged  in  plan 
as  to  render  them,  I  hope,  valuable  adjuncts,  when  finished,  to  an 
attack  upon  any  battery,  and  Ave  look  forward  with  some  interest 
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to  the  time  when  we  shall  test  their  efficiency.  In  the  gunboats  now 
in  service  here,  nothing  more  was  attempted  than  to  render  them 
bullet-proof.  This  has  been  accomplished. 

On  the  20th  instant  we  proposed  making  an  excursion  down  the 
river  to  near  New  Madrid,  where  General  Pillow  is  said  to  be  in 
force,  but  in  consequence  of  a  report  that  the  rebels,  with  a  force  of 
1,000  men,  had  taken  possession  of  Commerce,  and  had  erected  a 
battery  thexe,  I  determined  to  dislodge  them.  We  arrived  here  and 
found  that  upon  our  coming  in  sight  they  had  left  the  town  with  a 
train  of  about  50  wagons,  principally  laden  with  corn,  of  which,  it 
is  said,  they  took  away  45  loads  from  a  mill  in  the  town.  The  rebels 
here  committed  a  great  deal  of  wanton  destruction  to  property 
breaking  furniture,  carrying  off  and  tearing  up  women  and  children's 
clothes.  Yesterday  afternoon,  about  6  o’clock,  a  number  of  them 
came  upon  a  hill  in  the  vicinity  and  opened  a  fire  of  small  arms 
upon  the  vessel.  A  couple  of  shells  dislodged  them,  and  all  again 
became  quiet.  We  sent  ashore  and  took  off  a  few  women  and 
children  who  remained  in  Commerce,  the  men  having  already  taken 
refuge  on  the  opposite  shore. 

I  return  to  Cairo  with  reluctance,  and  think  I  shall  immediately 
dispatch  a  vessel  to  lie  off  the  place.  The  position  has  possibly 
little  strategic  importance,  but  it  is  menaced  by  the  enemy ;  it  is  the 
property  of  our  friends,  and  it  commands  the  river.  A  good  road, 
it  is  said,  leads  to  it,  from  the  interior.  A  couple  of  cannon  would 
compel  an  unarmed  steamer  to  surrender,  whereby  public  property 
in  progress  of  transportation  might  be  lost  or  any  soldiers  embarked 
made  prisoners. 

It  is  said  rebels  threaten,  when  this  gunboat  shall  retire,  to  make 
an  incursion  into  Illinois.  I  think  they  will  scarcely  venture  to 
attempt  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Fremont ,  U.  S.  Army ,  advising  that  a  gunboat  be  ordered  to  remain 
off  Commerce,  Mo. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Commerce,  Mo.,  August  22,  1861. 

General  :  The  town  of  Commerce,  day  before  yesterday,  was  in  the 
hands  of  about  six  hundred  rebels,  who  carried  out  of  a  mill  there 
about  forty-five  loads  of  corn.  At  the  approach  of  the  gunboats  they 
retired. 

They  amused  themselves  this  evening  by  opening  a  brisk  fire  with 
small  arms  upon  this  vessel  from  the  hills  overlooking  Commerce.  A 
couple  of  well-directed  shells  sent  them  away. 

I  do  not  see  that  any  important  military  object  would  be  gained  by 
holding  possession  of  the  town,  further  than  embarrassing  the  navi- 
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gation  of  the  river ;  yet  the  people  are  our  friends  and  their  property 
entitled  to  protection.  The  houses  would  afford  good  shelter  to  the 
rebels;  and  the  gardens,  orchards,  and  animals  give  them  food. 

The  rebels  threaten  to  cross  into  Illinois  when  we  go  away.  A 
gunboat  lying  off  the  town  would,  I  think,  prevent  any  of  these  incon¬ 
veniences.  I  prefer,  therefore,  to  keep  a  boat  generally  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

General  J.  C.  Fremont,  U.  S.  Army, 

Major-General ,  Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  West,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Letter  from  Commander  Stembel ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Colonel  Oglesby , 

U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  steamer  IF.  B.  Terry ,  at 

Paducah ,  Ky. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 

Cairo ,  August  22,  1861. 

Colonel:  Agreeably  to  your  verbal  order,  communicated  to  me  at 
midnight  of  the  21st  instant,  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  Padu¬ 
cah,  Ivy.,  where  I  arrived  at  7 :03  a.  m.  The  gentleman  you  placed  on 
ooard  to  designate  the  steamer  employed  in  rebel  trade  and  carrying 
their  flag  pointed  out  the  IF.  B.  Terry  as  being  the  vessel  thus  ille¬ 
gally  engaged.  I  ran  alongside  of  her,  cut  her  out,  made  her  fast  to 
the  Lexington ,  and  immediately  returned  to  this  anchorage  and 
placed  her  in  your  possession.  I  was  not  opposed  in  the  performance 
of  this  duty  by  either  citizens  of  Paducah  or  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Terry,  for  the  latter,  evidently  suspecting  my  object,  left  the 
boat  hastily  with  such  articles  of  clothing  as  were  at  hand.  I  was 
therefore  unsuccessful  in  capturing  any  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  N.  Stembel, 

_  ,  ,  _  C ommander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Colonel  Oglesby, 

Commander  Military  Post ,  Cairo,  111. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rodgers ,  V.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  securing  of  men  for  boats  on  the  Western  waters. 

Navy  Department,  August  23,  1861. 

Sir.  I  our  lequest  for  men  for  the  boats  on  the  TFestern  waters  has 
been  duly  considered,  but  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  Department  to 
grant  it.  Already  there  are  rendezvous  opened  upon  the  lakes  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  demand  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  from 
which  a  very  excellent  class  of  men  is  obtained.  You  will,  therefore 
have  to  obtain  your  men  from  the  West. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

i  T  ^  Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 
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Navy  Department,  August  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  report  in  person  at  the 
Department. 

I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Navy  Yard,  New  Y  or  A 


Lr.  V  .  r  OX, 

Assistant  Secretary . 


Reported  August  26,  1861. 


Navy  Department. 


G.  V.  Fox. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  trans¬ 
mitting  letter  on  the  subject  of  requisitions  of  Commander  Rodgers, 
U.  S.  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  August  H,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  received  from 
Captain  Harwood,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrog¬ 
raphy,  in  relation  to  the  requisition  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  and 
respectfully  refer  it  to  your  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 


New  York,  August  21).,  1861. 

Telegram  but  just  received.  I  will,  agreeably  to  orders,  go  to 
Washington  Sunday  night  ready  for  any  duty. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Letter  from  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Fremont,  TJ .  S.  Army,  advising  the  fortifying  of  Commerce,  Mo. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Cairo,  August  21),  1861. 

General:  The  boat  was  hailed  this  morning  from  Commerce, 
which  is  entirely  deserted,  by  a  man  on  shore.  Upon  sending  a  boat 
he  proved  to  be  Mr.  Jefferson  Adams,  who  lives  half  a  mile  from 
Commerce,  on  the  New  Madrid  road.  He  stated  that  a  colonel  and 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  rebel  Army  were  at  his  house  last  night. 
They  made  enquiries  about  the  gunboat,  and  said  it  was  intended  to 
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fortify  the  place  as  soon  as  the  boats  should  leave.  Hills  command¬ 
ing  the  town  and  the  river  offer  a  good  site  for  a  fortification.  If  they 
have  the  means  of  arming  the  fortifications  too  strong  for  the  gun¬ 
boats  to  dislodge  them,  it  will  effectually  impede  navigation.  A  small 
work  containing  half  a  regiment  would  be  ample.  Then,  Avith  the 
garrisons  of  Cairo,  [Cape]  Girardeau,  and  the  gunboats,  and  the 
command  of  the  river,  any  succor  needed  can  be  promptly  brought. 

A  small  hexagon  earthwork,  according  to  Vauban,  suggests  itself 
as  worthy  of  consideration,  should  you  decide  upon  fortifying. 

The  gunboats  and  a  detachment  of  100  troops  can  protect  the  survey 
necessary  to  selecting  the  site  and  plan. 

I  liaise  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers,  f 
Commander ,  TJ .  S.  Navy. 

Major-General  J.  C.  Fremont,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  West.  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
detaching  him  from  the  New  York  navy  yard. 

Navy  Department,  August  26 ,  1861. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  promotion,  you  are  hereby  detached 
from  the  navy  yard’  New  1  ork.  and  you  will  regard  yourself  as  Avail¬ 
ing  orders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

[August  26,  1861.] 

Proposals  will  be  received  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  till  August  31,  for  naval 
gun-carriages  for  IX-inch  guns  and  for  42-pounder  rifled  cannon,  74 
of  the  former  and  38  of  the  latter.  The  carriages  to  be  made  of  sea¬ 
soned  oak,  of  the  best  quality,  and  the  trucks  of  lignum  A'itre.  or  of 
oak  two  thicknesses  and  riveted  together,  with  all  the  proper  cun 
implements,  such  as  sponges,  shot,  ladles,  scrapers,  and  worms,  the 
Avhole  to  be  delivered  in  Cairo,  ready  for  use,  by  the  10th  October 
next. 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS.  307 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
transmitting  requisitions  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy.  ’ 

Navy  Department,  August  28,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  requisition  of  Com¬ 
mander  Rodgers  which  was  intended  to  accompany  my  letter  of  the 
24th  instant,  but  by  oversight  was  left  out. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  cause  it  to  be  transferred  to  the  Ord¬ 
nance  Office  of  your  Department,  with  the  request  that  this  Depart¬ 
ment  be  informed  as  soon  as  practicable  what  action  will  be  taken 
with  regard  to  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
assume  command  of  naval  affairs  in  the  Western  waters ,  under 
direction  of  the  War  Department. 


Navy  Department, 

W ashington,  August  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  have  been  selected  to  take  command  of  the  naval  opera¬ 
tions  upon  the  Western  waters,  now  organizing  under  the  direction 
of  the  War  Department. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  with  all  practicable 
dispatch,  and  place  yourself  in  communication  with  Major-General 
John  C.  Fremont,  U.  S.  Army-  who  commands  the  Army  of  the  West. 
You  will  cooperate  fully  and  freely  with  him  as  to  your  movements. 

Requisitions  must  be  made  upon  the  War  Department  through 
General  Fremont,  and  whatever  the  Army  can  not  furnish  the  Navy 
will  endeavor  to  supply,  having  due  regard  to  the  operations  on  the 
coast. 

The  Western  movement  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  the 
Department  assigns  you  this  duty,  having  full  confidence  in  your  zeal, 
fidelity,  and  judgment. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  Andrew  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

W ashington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  transfer  to  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  the  direction  of 
naval  operations  in  Western  waters. 

Navy  Department,  August  30,  1861. 
Sir:  Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  being  detailed  to  fit  out 
the  gunboats  and  to  command  the  naval  operations  on  the  Mississippi, 
etc.,  you  will  turn  over  to  him  all  papers  in  your  possession  and  give 
him  what  information  you  may  have,  in  a  statement  of  matters  under 
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your  direction  as  they  are  at  present.  The  force  in  the  Western 
voters  being  large,  and  great  dispatch  being  called  for  and  more 
officers  of  judgment  and  experience  wanted,  the  Department  will  be 
pleased  to  have  you  continue  in  your  station  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  Captain  Foote  in  forwarding  the  objects  of  the  Government, 
if  it  be  agreeable  to  you.  If  you  prefer,  however,  not  to  be  contin¬ 
ued  in  the  waters  in  which  you  are  now  engaged,  you  are  permitted 
to  return  and  report  yourself  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis ,  Missouri. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
regarding  cooperation  in  fitting  out  the  Western  Flotilla. 


Navy  Department,  August  31 , 1861. 

Sir  :  Understanding  that  the  War  Office  will  supply  the  gunboat 
flotilla  now  in  process  of  construction  on  the  Western  waters  with 
thirty-five  42-pounder  rifled  guns,  together  with  projectiles  and 
ammunition,  I  urgently  request,  in  view  of  the  command  of  that 
flotilla  being  intrusted  to  a  naval  officer,  under  the  orders  of  Major- 
General  Fremont,  that  the  rifled  guns  be  forwarded  to  St.  Louis  with 
the  utmost  possible  expedition. 

With  reference  to  the  other  guns  required  for  the  same  flotilla,  this 
Department  has  learned  that  the  army  ordnance  can  not  furnish 
them,  and  therefore  the  officer,  Captain  Foote,  appointed  to  the 
expedition,  has  been  instructed  by  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  to  draw 
his  ordnance,  of  navy  32-pounders  and  8-inch  cannon,  from  Buffalo, 
Lne,  and  Sacketts  Harbor.  The  carriages  for  both  army  and  navy 
cannon  have  likewise  been  ordered  to  be  constructed  ill  the  most 
expeditious  manner  possible,  at  the  most  convenient  points  for  deliv¬ 
ery  m  the  West. 

With  respect,  however,  to  small  arms  for  said  flotilla,  the  Navy 
have  none  on  hand  that  can  be  spared  from  the  very  pressing  wants 
of  seagoing  vessels  employed  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts. 

in  reference  to  other  articles  required  for  the  Western  Flotilla,  this 
Department  will  use  every  exertion  to  supply  them  with  the  utmost 
dispatch,  so  far  as  its  means  will  permit  or  are  necessary  to  aid  the 
War  Department. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Gideon  Welles. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  [September  4,  1861.] 

(Received  September  5.) 

The  gunboats  Tyler ,  under  my  command,  and  Lexington ,  under 
command  of  Stembel,  had  a  short  engagement  off  Hickman,  Ky., 
with  the  rebel  gunboat,  believed  to  be  the  Yankee ,  former  tugboat. 
We  fired  about  twenty  shots.  Two  batteries  on  shore  at  Hickman, 
supported  by  numerous  soldiers,  also  fired  upon  us. 

Jno.  Rodgers, 
Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report,  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  engagement 
with  Confederate  batteries  at  Hickman  and  Columbus ,  Ily. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Cairo ,  September  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  It  was  agreed  upon  this  morning,  upon  parting  with  Colonel 
Waagner,  at  Belmont,  that  the  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington  should 
make  a  reconnoissance  down  the  river  as  far  as  Hickman.  When  we 
arrived  in  sight  of  Hickman  we  discovered  a  rebel  gunboat,  with  the 
Confederate  flag  flying,  off  that  town.  The  boat  fired  a  shot  at  us, 
to  which  we  replied. 

A  number  of  tents  extending  for  half  a  mile  were  upon  the  shore 
fronting  the  river. 

When  three  or  four  shots  had  been  exchanged,  a  battery  on  shore 
fired  several  guns,  then  another  battery  opened  upon  us.  The  Lexing¬ 
ton  and  this  vessel  fired  some  twenty  shots,  when,  finding  the  current 
fast  setting  us  down  upon  their  batteries,  with  which  we  were  in  no 
condition  to  cope,  having  very  little  powder  on  board  and  only  half 
enough  gun  tackles  for  working  the  battery,  we  returned. 

I  think  both  officers  and  crew  remarkably  cool  under  the  fire.  It 
was  not  intended  [to  go]  so  close  as  to  be  very  dangerous. 

I  intended  to  wait  for  this  gunboat  when  away  from  her  battery, 
but  she  ran  alongside  the  river  bank  and  made  fast.  Upon  passing 
Columbus  and  the  chalk  banks,  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  rebels  with 
muskets.  This  was  returned  with  muskets'  principally,  but  also  by 
two  great  guns. 

The  army  at  Hickman  is  considerable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commanding ,  U.  S.  Nary. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Grant ,  V.  8.  Army,  referring  to  the 
withdrawal  of  troops  from  Belmont,  Mo. 

Cairo,  111.,  September  J,  1861. 

On  advice  of  Commander  Rodgers  I  have  ordered  the  withdrawal 
of  troops  from  Belmont  until  such  time  as  the  column  from  Jackson 
may  move.  I  have  no  accurate  information  of  the  strength  of  the 
rebels  at  Sikeston,  but  hope  to  have  to-day. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  John  C.  Fremont, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


[Telegram.  [ 

Hdqrs.  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Cairo,  III.,  September  4,  1861. 

Heavy  cannonading  being  reported  south  of  here,  you  will  proceed 
with  all  dispatch  and  render  such  assistance  as  your  disposable  means 
can  afford.  Should  the  alarm  prove  false,  you  will  return  immedi¬ 
ately  and  report. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

B rigadier-  General ,  C ommanding. 

Lieutenant  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Conestoga. 


Report  of  (  olonel  IT  aagner ,  U .  S.  Army,  regarding  expedition  to 

Belmont ,  Mo. 

Headquarters  Expedition  to  Belmont, 
Belmont,  Mo.,  September  2,  1861 — 6  p.  m. 

.SiR :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that  in  accordance 
with  your  order  I  started  this  morning  from  Cairo,  at  5  o’clock,  on 
the  steamer  Graham,  with  the  Twelfth  Regiment  Illinois  Volun¬ 
teers,  Colonel  McArthur,  600  strong,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  reported  fortifications  at  this  place,  ' 

One  gunboat,  under  the  command  of  Commander  Rodgers,  and 
myself  left  Cairo  at  5  o’clock  this  morning,  and  proceeded  up  the 
Mississippi  River  about  20  miles  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  our 
weak  points,  returning  to  Bird’s  Point  at  8  o’clock.  The  second^un- 
boat  under  command  of  Captain  Stembel,  I  ordered  to  Norfolk  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  convoy. 

In  the  meantime  the  steamer  Graham  was  ordered  to  take  on  board 
the  necessary  troops  at  Bird’s  Point,  this  disposition  of  the  gunboats 
being  made  to  mask  our  movements.  At  10  o’clock  I  left  Bird’s 
Point  with  my  command  on  the  steamer  Graham,  and,  on  arriving 
at  Norfolk  at  10:30,  I  found  both  the  gunboats  awaiting  our  arrival 
as  previously  arranged.  I  made  a  reconnoissance  of  Norfolk,  but 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


811 


finding  nothing  of  importance  I  reembarked  for  this  place,  being 
well  protected  by  the  gunboats,  which  protected  the  landing  of  our 
troops  in  the  best  military  manner.  The  people  residing  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers  have  a  very  great  respect  for  the  gunboats. 
X  arrived  at  Belmont  at  1:30  p.  m.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  been  able  to 
discover  any  building  in  the  town. 

Our  first  reconnoiter  of  three  companies  Twelfth  Regiment  was 
successful  in  capturing  a  small  ferryboat  and  a  boat  fitted  up  with 
a  good  set  of  tools  for  repairing  muskets,  pistols,  etc. 

We  found  one  man  on  the  last-mentioned  boat,  who  will  be  sent  to 
Cairo.  The  ferryboat,  I  think,  can  be  made  useful  as  a  messenger  to 
Cairo.  A  small  party  of  three  mounted  scouts  observed  two  horsemen 
at  a  short  distance  watching  our  movements  while  landing  our  troops, 
and  immediately  gave  chase,  but  were  unsuccessful  in  the  pursuit. 
One  of  the  rebels,  in  his  flight,  dropped  three  letters,  a  copy  of  one 
of  which  I  enclose  herewith. 

A  Doctor  Travers,  a  resident  here  for  ten  years,  coming  down  to 
sec  us,  I  concluded  to  detain  him  a  few  days. 

I  have  received  reliable  information,  this  evening,  that  Island  No. 
10  is  fortified  with  10  heavy  guns.  At  Union  City  they  have  44 
heavy  guns.  At  Columbus  the  rebels  fly  the  secession  flag  from  the 
top  of  a  lofty  pole  in  the  center  of  the  village  in  defiance  of  our  gun¬ 
boats.  What  shall  I  do  with  Columbus?  What  with  Hickman? 
What  with  New  Madrid?  In  a  few  days  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you 
correct  information  in  regard  to  this  latter  post. 

There  are  no  rebel  troops  between  this  place  and  Charleston,  except 
a  few  of  the  enemy’s  mounted  pickets. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  Waagner, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 


Major-General  John  C.  Fremont, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  I  Vest,  St.  Louis. 


Report  of  Brigadier -General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  reported 

movements  of  the  enemy. 

Cairo,  III.,  September  4, 1861. 

General:  Information  is  just  in  from  Sikeston,  which  I  am  dis¬ 
posed  to  credit,  although  the  authority  is  a  negro  man.  He  tells  a 
very  straight  story.  Says  that  the  rebels  left  Sikeston  last  Monday ; 
had  there  four  regiments  of  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  troops,  ten  or 
twelve  pieces  of  artillery  drawn  by  horses,  one  large  piece  drawn  by 
five  yoke  of  oxen,  and  one  mortar  drawn  by  three  yoke.  In  addition 
to  this  Jeff  Thompson  had  1,500  men.  They  said  they  were  going' 
to  New  Madrid  and  then  to  Memphis. 

On  the  strength  of  reconnoissances  made  by  Colonel  Waagner,  I 
telegraphed,  this  evening,  that  troops — artillery,  cavalry,  and  in¬ 
fantry — can  be  spared  from  here  by  sending  those  from  Jackson 
promptly  to  take  possession  of  Columbus  Heights,  aud  New  Madrid 
will  fall  within  five  days  after.  This  should  be  done  to-morrow  night. 
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Enclosed,  I  send  you  the  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  (No.  5),  re¬ 
taining  copy. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-General ,  Commanding. 
Major-General  John  C.  Fremont, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  West.  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  orders 
issued  for  the  xoithdrawal  of  troops  from  Belmont ,  Mo. 

Cairo,  III.,  September  J,  1861. 

Sir:  The  prompt  execution  of  your  plan  by  the  troops  under  my 
command  having  been  defeated  by  Generar Prentiss’s  withdrawal 
from  the  command  at  Jackson  and  delaying  the  movement  of  that 
column,  and  the  representation  of  Commander  Rodgers  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  rebel  inland  navy,  coupled  with  the  impossibility 
of  making  a  retreat  from  Belmont,  except  by  falling  back  into  the 
country  as  far  as  Charleston,  and  the  weakness  of  the  force  at  Bel¬ 
mont  makes  me  deem  it  advisable  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  that 
point  until  the  command  assumes  shape  for  concert  of  action. 
Orders  have  been  given  accordingly.  From  information  gathered 
from  the  rebel  district,  I  inclose  you  reports  of  Colonel  McArthur  and 
Colonel  Waagner,  reserving  copies.  As  fast  as  information  is  re¬ 
ceived,  I  will  keep  you  informed  by  telegraph. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier -General.  Commanding. 

Major-General  John  C.  Fremont, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  West ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  September  5,  1861. 
Proceed  to  St.  Louis  without  a  moment’s  delay  and  report  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Foote  or  senior  naval  officer.  Answer  bv  telegraph. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Henry  Erben, 

Care  Commandant  Navy  Yard. 
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Report  of.  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  at  St,  Louis,  Mo., 
in  readiness  for  the  command  of  naval  operations  on  the  Western 
waters. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  5,  1861. 
Sir  :  Agreeable  to  your  order  of  the  30th  ultimo  to  proceed  to  St. 
Louis  for  the  command  of  the  naval  operations  upon  the  Western 
waters,  I  have  reported  for  duty  to  Major-General  John  C.  Fremont. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.  - 


Order  of  Brigadier -General  McClernand ,  II.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander 
Rodgers,  restricting  vessels  in  the  Ohio  River. 

Headquarters, 

Cairo ,  III.,  September  5, 1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  permit  no  boats  to  pass  up  Ohio  River  until  further 
orders. 

By  order  of  John  A.  McClernand,  brigadier-general,  commanding: 

M.  Brayman, 

Assistant  A djutant- General. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers. 


[  Telegram.  ] 


Navy  Department,  September  5,  1861. 

There  are  sixteen  ship  carriages  for  IX-inch  Dahlgrqn  guns  ready 
at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Do  you  want  them?  Captain  Foote  left  here 
on  Sunday.  Rely  entirely  upon  him  and  no  one  else.  Advertise  for 
seamen  who  have  been  in  the  Navy  as  warrant  or  petty  bfficers.  Four 
commanders  and  four  lieutenants  have  been  ordered  to  proceed  imme¬ 
diately. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Major-General  Fremont, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


[  Telegram.  ] 

Headquarters  Western  Department. 

September  5,  1861. 

The  enemy  in  Southeast  Missouri  has  retreated  to  New  Madrid.  I 
think  he  intends  to  throw  his  main  force  into  West  Kentucky.  He 
will  immediately  occupy  Hickman,  Columbus,  the  ground  opposite 
Cairo,  and  Paducah.  Commander  Rodgers  reports  danger  to  Cairo. 
The  governor  of  Indiana  has  been  getting  ready  ten  regiments  for 
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this  service.  1  our  were  to  have  started  this  afternoon,  but  were  cle- 
(ained  by  orders  from  Washington.  Will  yoq  allow  them  to  come 
forward  ? 

J.  C.  Fremont, 
Major- General ,  C commanding. 

I  he  President  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  F oote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  operations 
of  the  Western  Flotilla  under  his  command  from  September  6 . 1861. 
to  May  9 ,  1862. 

Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 

W ashington,  November  13 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  in  detail  the  condition  in  which  I 
found  the  Western  Flotilla  on  my  arrival  at  St.  Louis;  also,  its 
equipment  and  subsequent  service  in  the  clearance  of  the  Tennessee 
and  Cumberland  and  partial  clearance  of  the  Mississippi  rivers. 

On  assuming  the  command,  September  6,  1861,  the  force  consisted 
of  three  wooden  vessels  in  commission,  purchased,  equipped,  and 
armed  as  gunboats  by  Commander  Rodgers.  There  were  also  nine 
ironclad  gunboats  and  thirty-eight  mortar  in  progress  of  building. 
Seven  of  these  gunboats  had  been  contracted  for  by  Quartermaster- 
General  Meigs  under  authority  of  the  War  Department,  and  the  two 
remaining  boats  were  purchased  and  converted  into  gunboats  bv  order 
of  Major-General  Fremont.  The  thirty-eight  mortar  boats  were  also 
built  by  order  of  General  Fremont;  these  were  built  of  solid  timber, 
without  motive  power,  and  designed  to  carry  a  single  mortar. 

_.consequence  of  want  of  money,  of  credit,  and  of  material  for 
building  purposes,  both  gun  and  mortar  boats  could  not  be  completed 
within  the  time  specified  by  contract. 

The  service  on  the  Western  rivers  was  anomalous.  The  officers  of 
the  Navy  m  charge  of  the  vessels  being  transferred,  for  the  time 
being,  to  act  under  the  general  directions  of  the  ^Var  Department, 
with  the  want  of  navy-yard  facilities,  and  having  but  a  single  navy 
officer  to  each  vessel, _  superadded  to  the  want  of  navy  equipments 
and  stores,  especially  in  the  ordnance  department,  rendered  the  build- 
„vg  and _etpuipment  of  the  flotilla  a  work  of  almost  insuperable  diffi- 
Ci -7‘  .  lhe  ir(,i^Gad  boats  had  less  than  one-half  of  the  vessel  plated, 

“ for  4  pr°- 
and  havmS  a1fytarrd1  ‘iff or  2cstaSe  of  wafer  wa'  favorabirhi'the 

6,000  troops  we  should  ascend  the  Ten  ,  ,,  ,  £  |)aTTs  :nu 

The  General  preferred  the  Cumberland168866  and ,at*a6k  Fart  Henry, 
more  appropriate  points  of  attack,  but  j  ■  ,,  ,  na  dson,  as  the 

eral  Halleck’s  assent  could  be  obtained.  1  ,  ^  iiy  views  it  Gen- 

leck  for  this  purpose,  and  he  assenting,  we  P  ]6(  ’enery  £fal- 

Henry,  and  after  a  severe  action  of  an  hour  0f,<  eef  e<  J,n  ^°jSe  °  Fort 
rendered  to  the  gunboats,  the  army  not  beinr1*1616’  ^  ort  Henry  sur- 
the  engagement  in  consequence  of  the  mudd  <=  a  , 6  .°  par  ticipate  m 
condition  of  the  roads.  In  this  hotly  conte  and  almost  impassable 

sted  action  the  number  of 
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guns  brought  into  action  between  the  flotilla  and  the  fort  were  equal 
in  number,  if  we  except  the  wooden  gunboats  which  were  half  a  mile 
astern,  necessarily  firing  at  so  long  a  range,  with  an  elevation  pre¬ 
venting  much  accuracy  of  aim.  On  the  surrender  of  the  fort  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Phelps,  on  a  previous  order,  proceeded  with  the 
three  wooden  gunboats  up  the  Tennessee  River  into  Mississippi  and 
Alabama  as  far  as  Florence,  being  stopped  only  by  the  low  stage  of 
water  preventing  his  further  progress. 

On  the  14th  February,  after  transferring  the  men  fi’om  the  disabled 
to  the  other  gunboats,  as  we  were  too  short  to  man- more  than  one-half 
of  the  boats,  we  made  an  attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  and  after  a  severe 
fight  of  an  hour,  during  which  I  was  severely  wounded,  and  when 
we  were  on  the  point  of  enfilading  the  fort,  and  their  fire  had  mate¬ 
rially  slackened,  two  of  the  gunboats  were  disabled  in  their  steering- 
apparatus,  and  drifted  helplessly  down  the  river,  when  the  two  re¬ 
maining  boats  hauled  off  to  repair  damages.  In  this  action  the  rebel 
officers  admitted  that  their  men  were  so  greatly  demoralized  that  they 
could  not  be  brought  effectively  into  action  on  the  following  day, 
which  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  rebels  and  the  surrender  of  Fort 
Donelson  to  the  army  on  the  following  morning. 

After  having  hurriedly  made  the  necessary  arrangements,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded,  on  the  19th  of  February,  with  the  two  steamers,  higher  up  the 
Cumberland,  and  took  possession  of  the  city  of  Clarksville  and  its 
three  forts  for  the  defense  of  the  city  and  the  river,  and  there  issued 
a  proclamation.  The  great  panic  at  this  time  prevailing  not  only  in 
Clarksville,  but  in  the  rebel  army,  who  were  fleeing  to  Nashville,  led 
me  to  suggest  to  General  Grant  to  accompany  me  with  three  or  four 
thousand"  troops  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  attack  on  Nashville 
itself.  This  object  being  frustrated  by  an  order  from  General  Halleck 
not  to  let  the  gunboats  proceed  beyond  Clarksville,  I  returned  to 
Cairo,  leaving  a  gunboat  at  Clarksville,  which  afterwards  accompa¬ 
nied  the  army  that  took  possession  of  Nashville.  A  gunboat  or  two 
were  always  in  attendance  upon  the  army  when  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
rivers. 

The  clearance  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  alarmed  the 
rebels  at  Columbus,  on  the  Mississippi,  who  began  to  make  prepara¬ 
tions  to  evacuate  their  stronghold,  as  our  sudden  possession  of  these 
rivers  cut  off  the  communications  of  the  rebel  army;  and  soon  after 
an  armed  reconnoissance,  on  the  2d  of  March,  they  evacuated  the 
place,  and  on  the  4th  of  the  same  month  we  landed  for  the  purpose 
of  occupying,  but  found  several  companies  of  cavalry  from  Paducah 
had  taken  possession  the  evening  previous.  On  the  14th  of  March, 
having  equipped  nine  gunboats  and  ten  mortar  boats,  leaving  two 
gunboats  up  the  Tennessee,  which  rendered  such  signal  service  to  the 
army  at  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  [Landing] ,  I  proceeded  from  Cairo 
down  the  Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  river.  At  Co¬ 
lumbus  we  were  joined  by  Colonel,  iioav  General  Buford,  in  command 
of  some  1,500  troops,  who  were  to  cooperate  with  the  naval  force.  The 
same  evening  we  took  possession  of  the  town  of  Hickman,  in  Kentucky, 
and  at  daylight  the  following  morning  proceeded  within  long  range 
of  Island  No.  10,  and  the  adjacent  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore, 
the  ten  mortar  boats  being  in  charge  of  Captain  Maynaclier ,  an  officer 
of  the  Army,  who  had  been  transferred  to  the  flotilla. 
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At  the  expiration  of  twenty-three  days’  siege,  during  which  period 
the  cutting  of  the  canal  admitting  our  light  transports  to  reach  the 
army  at  New  Madrid,  below  No.  10;  spiking  the  guns  at  No.  1  bat¬ 
tery  ;  and  shelling  the  “  Pelican  Dock,”  or  New  Orleans  floating 
battery,  out  of  the  channel  in  order  that  two  of  the  gunboats,  as  they 
afterwards  did,  in  a  heavy  thunderstorm,  at  night,  run  the  blockade, 
and  afterwards  demolished  several  batteries  planted  on  the  opposite 
shore  to  prevent  General  Pope’s  army  landing  to  make  an  attack 
in  the  rear,  while  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  should  attack  in  front, 
both  up  and  down  the  river.  These  having  been  successfully  accom¬ 
plished,  and  the  commandant  of  Island  No.  10,  seeing  defeat  more 
than  probable,  from  the  combined  attack  intended  on  the  following 
day,  surrendered  the  island  on  the  7th  of  April  to  me  as  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  naval  forces.  There  were  eleven  batteries  on  the 
island  and  adjacent  shore,  mounting  upward  of  75  guns,  from  32  to 
100  pounders.  One  rebel  gunboat,  four  transports,  and  immense 
munitions  of  war  and  of  provisions  fell  into  our  hands  by  this  impor¬ 
tant  capture.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  in  the  captures  of  Fort  Henry 
and  Island  No.  10,  not  a  gun  was  fired  by  the  army. 

On  the  12th  of  April  I  moved  down  the  river  toward  Fort  Pillow 
with  the  gam  and  mortar  boats,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
army  would  follow  on  the  succeeding  day.  The  morning  following 
we  had  a  little  encounter  with  six  rebel  gunboats,  which,  after  the 
exchange  of  a  few  rounds  at  long  range,  rapidly  retreated,  followed 
by  our  force  till  they  anchored  under  the  heavy  batteries  of  Fort 
Pillow.  The  army  in  transports  arrived  the  same  day  and  anchored 
near  us. 

An  arrangement  was  made  soon  after  our  arrival  between  General 
Pope  and  myself  to  make  an  immediate  combined  attack  upon  the 
fortifications.  The  plan  was  that  one-half  of  the  gunboats  should  run 
the  blockade  in  a  dark,  stormy  night,  transport  our  army  from  the 
Arkansas  to  the  Tennessee  shore  of  the  river,  and  then  attack  both 
by  river  and  land,  with  a  good  prospect  of  success;  but  a  day  or  two 
before  our  plan  was  ready  for  execution,  a  sudden  order  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Halleck  for  the  army  to  proceed  to  Corinth  to  reinforce  him, 
leaving  only  1,500  effective  men  near  Fort  Pillow,  entirely  frustrated 
our  plan.  Soon  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  army,  the  inflammation 
arising  from  my  wound,  long  neglected,  had  produced  fever  and 
great  prostration  of  physical  and  nervous  energy  to  such  a  degree 
as  led  the  surgeons  to  decide  that  my  life  was  in  imminent  danger, 
unless  I  left  the  command,  when,  by  authority  of  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  I  transferred  the  command  to  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis  and 
retired  from  further  active  service  in  the  Western  Flotilla. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

TT  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  Paducah ,  A  y.,  troops  under  his  command. 

Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo.  Ill .,  September  6 ,  1861. 

I  left  Cairo  at  10 : 30  o  clock  last  night,  taking  two  gunboats  and 
three  steamboats,  with  the  Ninth  Illinois,  under  General  E.  A.  Paine; 
the  Twelfth  Illinois,  under  Colonel  J.  McArthur;  and  Smith’s  bat¬ 
tery,  four  pieces  light  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Willard.  I  met 
with  some  detention  at  Mound  City,  owing  to  an  accident  to  one  of 
the  steamers,  creating  a  necessity  for  a  transfer  of  troops.  During 
the  detention  I  was  joined  by  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  accom¬ 
panied  the  expedition. 

Arrived  at  Paducah  at  8:30  this  morning.  Found  numerous 
secession  flags  flying  over  the  city,  and  the  citizens  in  anticipation  of 
the  approach  of  the  rebel  army,  which  was  reliably  reported  3,800 
strong,  16  miles  distant.  As  we  neared  the  city  Brigadier-General 
Tilghman  and  staff,  of  the  rebel  Army,  and  a  recruiting  major  with  a 
company  raised  in  Paducah,  left  the  city  by  the  railroad,  taking  with 
them  all  the  rolling  stock.  I  landed  the  troops  and  took  possession  of 
the  city  without  firing  a  gun. 

Before  I  landed,  the  secession  flags  had  disappeared  and  I  ordered 
our  flags  to  replace  them.  I  found  at  the  railroad  depot  a  large 
number  of  complete  rations  and  about  two  tons  of  leather,  marked 
for  the  Confederate  Army.  Took  possession  of  these  and  ordered 
the  rations  to  be  distributed  to  the  troops.'  I  also  took  possession  of 
the  telegraph  office,  and  seized  some  letters  and  dispatches,  which 
I  herewith  transmit.  I  further  took  possession  of  the  railroad. 

The  enemy  was  reported  as  coming  down  the  Tennessee  River  in 
large  force,  but  this  I  do  not  credit.  I  distributed  the  troops  so  as 
best  to  command  the  city  and  least  annoy  peaceable  citizens,  and 
published  a  proclamation  to  the  citizens,  a  copy  of  which  will  be 
handed  you  by  Captain  Foote. 

I  left  two  gunboats  and  one  of  the  steamboats  at  Paducah,  placed 
the  post  under  command  of  General  E.  A.  Paine,  and  left  Paducah 
at  12  o’clock,  arriving  at  this  post  at  4  this  afternoon. 

Last  night  I  ordered  the  Eighth  Missouri  Volunteers,  Colonel 
M.  L.  Smith,  stationed  at  Cape  Girardeau,  to  report  here  immedi¬ 
ately.  I  will  send  them  to  reinforce  General  Paine  at  Paducah  to¬ 
night.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  two  additional  pieces 
be  added  to  the  excellent  battery  of  Captain  Smith,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Willard,  making  it  a  complete  battery  of  six  pieces.  He 
has  men  sufficient  for  six  pieces,  but  will  require  horses  and  harness. 

Colonel  Waagner  accompanied  me,  and  manifested  great  zeal  and 
precaution. 

I  must  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  General  McClernand,  com¬ 
manding  this  force,  for  the  active  and  efficient  cooperation  exhibited 
by  him  in  fitting  out  the  expedition. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  John  C.  Fremont, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 
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Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Walke , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  report  for  duty  to  Captain  Foote ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  at 
St.  Louis. 

Navy  Department,  September  6 ,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  orders  as  light-house  inspector  of  the  Eleventh  light¬ 
house  district  are  hereby  revoked.  Proceed  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  with¬ 
out  a  moment’s  delay  and  report  to  Captain  Foote  or  the  senior  naval 
officer  for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox,  Acting  Secretary. 

Commander  Henry  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Williamsburg ,  N.  Y. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Rodgers ,  TJ .  S. 
Navy,  to  report  to  Major-General  Fremont ,  TJ .  S.  Army. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  7,  1861. 
§!ir:  You  will  proceed  to  this  place  without  delay  and  report  your¬ 
self  to  Major-General  Fremont,  commanding  the  Western  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Army. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc.. 

A.  H.  F  oote,  Captain,  etc. 
Commander  John  Rodgers,  Cairo ,  III. 


Explanatory  report  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U .  S.  Navy,  upon  being 
superseded  in  command  of  naval  operations  on  Western  waters. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Paducah,  September  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  informing  me  that  Captain  Foote 
had  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Western  gunboat  service. 

Captain  Foote’s  high  reputation  is  abundant  proof  that  the  objects 
of  the  Government  will  be  efficiently' carried  out,  yet  I  can  not  but 
feel  that  as  you  intended  me  for  the  command  originally,  your  change 
of  intention  has  been  caused  by  some  imputed  want  of  zeal  or  energy 
or  intelligence  in  myself.  If  the  imputation  be  deserved,  I  am  sure 
that  the  intelligence  has  been  at  fault  rather  than  the  zeal. 

I  found  in  the  West  only  river  steamers,  with  their  high  pressure 
boilers  on  deck,  with  all  their  steam  connections  entirely  exposed,  and 
with  three-storv  houses  of  thin  white-pine  plank  erected  on  their 
hulls ;  such  were  all  the  boats.  The  basis  did  not  strike  me  favorably 
for  conversion  into  Avar  vessels,  yet  I  considered  that  Government 
wanted  gunboats  immediately;  that  it  was  my  duty  to  use  the  mate¬ 
rials  offered;  it  was  easy  to  make  objections;  I  should  rather  use  to 
the  best  advantage  the  means  at  hand. 

With  the  approbation  of  General  McClellan,  I  bought  three  of 
the  vessels  which  seemed  best  adapted  to  the  purpose,  after  consulta¬ 
tion  with  Mr.  Pook,  the  naval  constructor. 
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These  vessels  were  sound  and  above  the  average  strength.  Timbers 
and  beams  were  put  in  to  strengthen  them  to  bear  their  batteries ;  the 
thin  board  houses  taken  off  and  solid  bulwarks  of  5-inch  oak  plank 
put  round  them;  the  boilers  were  dropped  into  the  hold  and  the 
steam  pipes  were  lowered  as  far  as  possible.  While  this  work,  which 
seethed  to  me  neeesary,  was  in  progress,  I  was  sent  by  General  Mc¬ 
Clellan  to  Washington  to  see  about  the  armament,  and  to  which  city 
I  had  been  simultaneously  summoned  by  telegraph  from  the  War 
Department.  In  Washington  I  procured  an  order  for  guns  which 
could  be  spared  from  Erie,  Pa.  I  went  to  Erie,  selected  them,  and 
returned  immediately  to  Cincinnati. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  river  had  commenced  falling  very  rapidly.  I 
sent  off  immediately  the  boats  still  unfinished,  with  such  hands  as 
could  be  engaged  for  this  service  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  with 
provisions  bought  in  the  stores.  General  McClellan  was  in. Virginia, 
and  no  commissary  would  have  recognized  my  requisition  without  a 
delay  in  correspondence  entirely  inadmissible.  I  submit  that  this  was 
irregular,  but  it  was  necessary. 

I  did  not  trouble  the  Department  with  my  troubles.  I  went  stead¬ 
ily  on  at  my  work  to  get  the  gunboats  afloat.  The  boats  were  de¬ 
tained  at  Louisville  by  the  fall  in  the  river.  This  cost  me  more 
anxiety  and  was  more  depressing  than  all  the  rest.  It  made  it  doubtful 
whether  my  exertion  and  my  expense  were  not  thrown  away ;  whether, 
indeed,  there  was  judicious  expenditure  of  money,  when  it  was  not 
apparent  that  any  use  could  be  made  of  the  boats  until  too  late  for 
effective  service.  To  add  to  my  perplexity  the  experts  had  each  his 
own  opinion,  and  each  differed  so  widely  from  his  neighbor  that  no 
result  could  be  obtained.  The  general  opinion  was  that  in  November 
water  enough  was  pretty  certain  and  before  that  improbable. 

I  had  a  statistical  table  compiled,  an  entirely  new  thing  in  regard 
to  the  Western  rivers,  and  found  that  the  chances  were  as  five  to  two 
that  there  would  be  water  enough  in  July. 

I  appointed  the  necessary  officers,  fixed  their  pay,  and  assigned 
their  duties;  opened  rendezvous  at  three  points  to  enlist  a  crew; 
made  contracts  for  gun  carriages,  for  anchors,  chains;  bought  cloth¬ 
ing  and  bedding,  hired  old  steamboats  at  low  rates  for  receiving 
ships.  With  no  navy  yard,  no  outside  help,  I  went  steadily  on, 
neither  faltering  nor  complaining. 

At  last  we  are  afloat.  The  people  of  Paducah  threatened  to  take 
the  gunboats  should  they  come  by  unarmed ;  the  gun  carriages  are  hur¬ 
ried  on  board ;  no  powder  can  be  obtained  on  requisition,  it  is  bought ; 
blocks  for  half  the  necessary  gun  tackles  are  bought ;  a  grass  hawser 
is  made  into  breechings ;  shot  are  bought  and  sent  off ;  muskets 
thrown  away  from  a  volunteer  camp  are  procured,  and  the  boats  are 
hurried  to  Cairo  under  the  able  charge  of  Lieutenant  Phelps;  still 
not  a  grain  of  powder  nor  a  single  gun  tackle  had  arrived  upon  my 
requisition  for  ordnance  stores  made  early  in  July.  Yet,  we  were 
in  Cairo ;  spoken  of  contemptuously  at  first,  our  estimated  value  and 
efficiency  rose  every  hour.  In  a  few  days  each  boat  is  estimated 
worth  5,000  soldiers,  and  no  service  is  thought  too  arduous  for  our 
zeal  or  too  dangerous  for  our  powers.  All  this  was  flattering.  It 
has  been  simply  obtained,  not  by  troubling  the  Department,  bur¬ 
dened  with  nearer  and  more  important  duties,  more  peculiarly  its 
own ;  not  by  seeking  eclat  from  newspaper  paragraphs ;  not  by  exer- 
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cising  powers  conferred  by  the  Navy  Department;  not  by  encroach¬ 
ing  on  its  appropriation,  but  by  doing  one’s  duty  simply  but  earnestly, 
without  fearing  responsibility  or  trouble. 

When  the  plant  thus  watered  and  cultivated  gives  its  first  pre¬ 
maturely  ripe  fruit,  the  crop  is  turned  over  to  another  with  cold 
words.  You  say  that  great  dispatch  being  needed,  the  Department 
will  be  pleased  to  have  me  continued  in  my  station  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  Captain  Foote  in  forwarding  the  objects  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  but  that  I  am  permitted  to  return  and  report  myself  to  the 
Department.  I  feel  that  I  have  been  naturally  misunderstood  in 
not  asking  more  advice,  in  not  suggesting  more  difficulties,  and  not 
more  frequently  reporting  progress. 

No  man,  perhaps,  of  my  grade  in  the  Navy  has  had  more  numerous 
or  more  varied  commands  than  myself.  This  independent  command 
has  unfitted  me  for  asking  advice  and  help  at  every  little  impedi¬ 
ment.  Having  been  forced  by  years  of  necessity  to  act  out  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  hour,  I  am  now  unable  to  feel  the  propriety  of  report¬ 
ing  little  obstructions  only  to  suggest  means  of  overcoming  them. 
You  have  naturally  supposed  I  did  nothing  because  I  labored  silently. 
In  regard  to  the  new  gunboats,  little  on  my  part  remains.  I  have 
taken  steps  to  procure  the  gun  carriages,  the  anchors,  rowboats, 
chains,  cooking  apparatus;  I  have  appointed  the  necessary  superin¬ 
tendents;  I  have  used  means  to  insure  that  the  iron  plating  shall  be 
properly  made;  I  have  ordered  additions  to  the  gunboats  themselves, 
rendering  them  in  my  opinion  more  than  a  match  in  smooth  water  for 
any  frigate  in  the  service. 

In  this  long  letter,  should  patience  carry  you  to  the  end,  you  wTill 
see  that  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  been  without  zeal.  I  have  the 
consolation  of  knowing  that  those  who  are  more  familiar  with  my 
part  here  give  me  credit  for  great  efficiency.  They  think  I  have 
proved  that  I  did  actually  deserve  the  honor  you  conferred  upon  me 
in  the  command  which  I  exercised. 

The  appreciation  of  the  Department  must  be  very  dear  to  every 
right-thinking  officer.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  indifferent  to  it,  and  I 
only  perform  an  official  duty  in  endeavoring  to  defend  myself  against 
what  I  feel  is  an  implied  lack  of  worthiness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington. 


Private  letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Assistant  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy ,  referring  to  efficient  services  of  Commander 
Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  8 , 1861. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  5th  instant  of  the  state  of  things 
here  solely  from  the  impression  of  others.  I  have  not  been  idle  since 
then  and  can  now  write  in  a  measure  from  impressions  of  my  own 
from  observation  and  the  opinions  of  several  reliable  persons.  To 
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give  a  synopsis  of  last  week,  I  traveled  1,500  miles,  visiting  profession¬ 
ally  fet.  Louis  and  Cairo,  and  was  on  board  the  heaviest  gunboat  which 
led  the  van  on  General  Grant’s  seizing  Paducah,  Ky.,  on  the  Ohio 
River. 

After  closing  my  letter  of  the  5th  to  you  I  proceeded  to  Cairo 
and  found  that  ten  of  the  gunboats  had  just  left,  with  other  steamers, 
carrying  2,000  troops  for  Paducah.  I  at  once,  midnight,  obtained  a 
fast  steamer  and  set  off  in  pursuit  of  the  fleet,  and  overhauled  one  of 
the  transports  in  a  short  time,  which  had  broken  down,  or  nearly  so. 
I  stated  to  Commander  Rodgers  that  I  was  not  aware  when  lea  vino- 
St.  Louis  of  his  expedition,  and  that  I  had  not  applied  for  my  posi¬ 
tion  here.  He  behaved  well,  officer-like  and  gentlemanly.  I  asked 
him  to  remain,  and  until  now  (as  Walke,  his  senior,  has  come)  I  sup¬ 
posed  he  would ;  he  still  may  remain,  for  he  has  worked  hard,  and  his 
duties  afloat,  for  want  of  officers,  have  prevented  his  looking  out  for 
the  building,  and  to  some  extent  to  the  equipment,  of  the  steamers 
on  the  stocks.  He  has  overcome  many  difficulties  in  getting  afloat 
even  three  shells  of  steamers.  We  found  on  approaching  Paducah 
several  secession  flags  flying,  and  we  were  at  our  guns  ready  to 
respond  to  masked  batteries,  but  found  none.  General  Grant  took 
quiet  possession  and  found  some  reliable  if  not  creditable  informa¬ 
tion  (to  the  parties  themselves)  in  the  telegraphic  and  post-offices. 
After  the  army  had  done  its  work  I  returned  to  Cairo,  and  proceeded 
to  this  place  to  confer  with  General  Fremont,  who  (no  doubt  from 
your  letter  overestimating  me)  received  me  very  cordially  and  seemed 
desirous  to  obtain  my  views  fully.  I  proposed  that  he  should  tele¬ 
graph  Captain  Rodgers,  who  will  be  here  to-morrow;  but  I  have 
in  the  meantime  seen  the  naval  constructor  and  Government  con¬ 
tractor  with  a  third  party,  and  go  with  them  to  see  the  boats  to¬ 
morrow.  I  have  called  on  the  quartermaster  to  ascertain  what 
ordnance  stores  they  will  furnish,  and  am  now  writing  to  see 
how  many  guns  are  remaining  at  Erie  and  Buffalo  and  Sacketts 
Harbor  available  for  us.  Rodgers  has  already  taken  16  from  Erie. 
By  this  plan  I  hope  to  be  able  to  bring  up  alf  departments  into  line 
by  the  time,  or  soon  after,  the  boats  and  the  engines  are  completed. 
Of  course,  the  steam  engineer  wants- some  little  time  after  the  con¬ 
structor  has  completed  his  work;  and  the  ordnance  requires  some 
also,  as  the  Bureau  declined  furnishing  Rodger’s  ordnance  requisi¬ 
tion.  I  will  try  to  get  it  from  the  Army,  and  General  McKinstry  • 
offers  everything  he  can  do  to  help  us  along.  I  wish  to  reiterate 
that  Rodgers  has  been  so  much  confined  to  his  boats,  and  for  want  of 
officers,  that  he  could  not  be  here  as  I  am,  for  a  few  days,  to  push 
forward  this  work.  He  deserves  great  credit  for  what  he  has  done, 
and  his  labors  have  been  hard.  I  shall  go  aboard  again  and  conduct 
the  operations,  of  course,  whenever  there  shall  be  a  prospect  of  a 
fight,  and  this  may  occur  at  any  moment,  as  an  ironclad  gunboat  off 
Columbus  made  ari  attack  on  our  boats  the  day  before  I  arrived.  I 
am  happy  to  see  Commanders  Walke  and  Shirk  and  to  hear  that 
Lieutenant  Paulding  is  soon  to  come.  These,  with  Lieutenant  San¬ 
ford,  if  he  comes,  or  if  not,  some  very  clever  business-like  man,  whom 
I  can  put,  in  charge  of  fitting  these  vessels  out  on  shore,  will  be  suffi¬ 
cient  till  the  gunboats  are  further  advanced.  These  boats  are  greatly 
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needed  every  moment.  Were  they  ready  now,  I  would  endeavor  to 
obtain  authority  from  General  Fremont  to  go  with  them,  and  he 
sending  troops,  to  dislodge  Pillow  at  Columbus  before  they  become 
strongly  intrenched.  I  will  do  my  best,  and  trust  when  I  make  the 
reduced  requisition  on  ordnance,  it  will  be  honored,  for  haste  and 
short  time  in  our  work  is  vitally  necessary.  I  will  write  Ordnance 
to-morrow.  Please  state  this  to  the  Bureau,  and,  in  a  hurry  for  mail, 
I  am,  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

A.  H.  Foote. 

[G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. ] 


I  write  with  the  greatest  rapidity  as  I  have  no  time  to  spare,  as 
the  mail  is  ready.  I  thus  write,  not  only  incoherently,  but  am  afraid 
unintelligibly.  I  thus  write  rather  than  to  let  the  mail  go  without 
saying  a  few  words. 

Please  direct  letters  to  me  at  Cairo,  Ill.  A.  H.  F. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  WalJc.e ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  assume  charge  of  three  gunboats  supposed  to  be  at  Cairo , 

III. 

St.  Louis,  [Mo.],  September  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  this  day  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  and  take  charge  tem¬ 
porarily  of  the  three  gunboat  steamers  at  that  place.  Should,  how¬ 
ever,  the  steamers — or  any  one  of  them — be  at  Paducah,  Kv.,  you  will 
proceed  there,  if,  in  consultation  with  the  general  commanding  at 
Cairo,  it  is  deemed  advisable. 

You  will  let  me  know  of  all  changes  that  may  take  place,  and  in  case 
of  a  hostile  movement  inform  me  by  telegraph  immediately. 

In  case  Commander  Rodgers  has  not  left  for  St.  Louis  you  will 
inform  him  that  I  want  him  to  proceed  immediately  to  report  him¬ 
self  to  me  at  this  place. 

On  your  arrival  at  Cairo  you  will  confer  and  cooperate  with  the 
general  commanding  that  division  of  the  army. 

.  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  II.  Foote. 

Commander  Henry  Walke, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  III.,  September  9,  1861. 

I  understand  Norfolk  is  being  marched  upon  by  troops  on  the  Mis¬ 
souri  side;  also  that  the  gunboat  Lexington  will  likely  be  attacked. 
You  will  therefore  proceed  to  her  assistance  as  soon  as  practicable. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier -General,  C  ommanding. 
Commander  Gunboat  Conestoga. 
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Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  at  Lucas  Bend  Mo .,  Septem¬ 
ber  10 ,  1861. 

Report  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  reference  to  the  event. 

Cairo,  III.,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  5th 
instant,  after  having  reported  myself  to  Major-General  Fremont, 
commanding  the  Western  Department  of  the  Army,  as  the  officer 
assigned  to  command  the  naval  forces  on  the  Western  rivers,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Cairo,  and  on  my  arrival,  at  midnight,  finding  that  Com¬ 
mander  Rodgers  had,  a  few  hours  previously,  left  the  city  with  the 
gunboats  Tyler  and  Conestoga ,  in  company  with  General  Grant,  of 
the  Army,  commanding  officer  of  the  expedition  of  2,000  troops,  for 
the  purpose  of  seizing  Paducah,  Ky.,  I  obtained  a  steamer  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  Ohio  River,  soon  overhauling  and  boarding  the  gun¬ 
boat  Tyler,  Commander  Rodgers.  In  a  few  hours  afterwards  we 
reached  Paducah,  meeting  with  no  opposition,  although  several  seces¬ 
sion  flags  were  flying  until  the  troops  landed  and  took  possession  of 
the  city.  On  the  following  day  I  returned  to  St,  Louis,  in  order  to 
consult  with  General  Fremont  and  to  make  immediate  arrangements 
requisite  for  the  gunboats  now  building. 

I  was  thus  occupied  when  learning  that  on  the  10th  instant  two  of 
the  gunboats,  Lexington  and  Conestoga ,  in  making  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  river,  had  met  with  batteries  on  the  Kentucky  shore  and  the 
rebel  gunboat  Yankee ,  when  a  conflict  ensued,  silencing  the  batteries 
on  our  part  and  disabling  the  rebel  boat.  I  proceeded  to  Cairo,  in 
company  with  Commander  Rodgers,  whom  General  Fremont  had 
previously  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  to  confer  with  Commander  Stembel, 
the  senior  officer  there,  and  to  receive  his  written  report  of  this  en¬ 
counter,  which  report  is  not  yet  prepared,  but  great  credit  is  due 
to  the  officers  and  men  who  participated  in  this  engagement.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Phelps,  commanding  the  Conestoga,  also  fought  his  vessel 
with  good  judgment  and  gallantry. 

I  have  revisited  Paducah  and  conferred  with  General  Smith,  of 
the  Army,  commanding  that  post.  The  gunboat  Tyler,  now  lying  at 
Paducah,  drawing  more  water  than  the  Conestoga ,  and  the  river 
falling,  I  have  ordered  her  and  the  Conestoga  to  exchange  places. 

I  leave  for  St.  Louis  this  morning  to  spend  a  few  days  in  consult¬ 
ing  General  Fremont  upon  other  matters  connected  with  my  duties. 
As  soon  as  this  can  be  accomplished,  I  shall  return  to  Cairo. 

The  requisitions  of  Commander  Rodgers  for  gun  carriages,  ammu¬ 
nition — in  short,  most  of  the  ordnance  stores  and  equipments,  as  well 
as  for  the  crews  for  the  gunboats — not  being  approved  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  leave  us,  I  am  apprehensive,  too  little  time  to  obtain  the  sup¬ 
plies  before  the  gunboats  building  are  ready  for  them,  hence  the 
necessity  of  my  having  been  and  still  requiring  to  be  here  for  a  few 
days  to  come,  in  order  to  make  arrangements  for  shipping  men  and 
obtaining  supplies  of  outfits  and  stores. 

Commander  Rodgers  has  availed  himself  of  the  permission  given 
by  the  Department  to  leave  the  service  here  since  the  arrival  of 
Commanders  Kilty  and  Walke,  who  are  his  seniors  in  rank.  I  have 
accordingly  ordered  Commander  Walke  to  the  Tyler,  who  now  com¬ 
mands  that  steamer. 
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General  Fremont  has  requested  Commander  Rodgers  to  remain  and 
give  him  the  benefit  of  his  advice  and  judgment  in  fitting  out  the 
boats  upon  which  he  designs  to  place  heavy  mortars;  at  the  same 
time  he  will  thus  be  present  in  St.  Louis  and  render  essential  service 
to  us  in  seeing  the  different  contracts  referring  to  the  boats  fulfilled, 
as  well  as  otherwise  aiding  me  materially  in  my  absence. 

Of  the  officers  who  have  reported  to  me  I  have  ordered  Commander 
Walke  to  the  gunboat  Tyler ,  Lieutenant  Paulding  to  open  a  rendez¬ 
vous  at  Chicago,  Lieutenant  Shirk  to  ship  men  in  St.  Louis,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Wilson  to  the  gunboat  Lexington.  Commander  Kilty  being 
in  delicate  health  is  not  yet  assigned  to  duty. 

I  trust  that  the  Department  will  promptly  forward  the  articles 
called  for  by  requisition,  as  otherwise  we  shall  fail  in  being  ready  to 
prepare  the  gunboats  for  immediate  service  whenever  they  are  placed 
in  our  hands. 

I  shall  make  further  requisitions  when  the  report  is  received  of  the 
number  and  character  of  the  guns  to  be  furnished  us,  and  continue  to 
make  every  effort  to  get  things  into  shape  and  be  prepared  to  equip 
the  gunboats  when  they  are  delivered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps,  just  received. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Cairo ,  III.,  September  10, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  morning  I  got  underway  with 
this  vessel,  in  company  with  the  Lexington,  at  the  request  of  Colonel 
Waagner,  and  proceeded  down  the  river  to  cover  an  advance  of  troops 
from  Norfolk  in  that  direction.  After  passing  considerably  below 
the  forces  on  shore,  the  Lexington  turned  back  to  be  more  near  them. 
I  proceeded  farther  down  to  examine  the  head  of  Island  No.  2,  for  a 
reported  battery,  but  failed  to  find  it. 

I,  however,  discovered  the  enemy  in  force  on  the  Missouri  side,  at 
Lucas  Bend,  and  at  once  proceeded  down  and  opened  fire  upon  their 
artillery  and  cavalry.  The  enemy  had  about  sixteen  pieces  of  field 
artillery  and  it  is  believed  one  heavy  piece  in  battery.  Several  of 
their  pieces  were  rifled  cannon  and  ranged  to  and  beyond  this  vessel, 
striking  all  about  her.  In  a  short  time  Commander  Stembel,  hearing 
our  guns,  came  down  with  the  Lexington  and  joined  in  the  fight. 
The  rebels  moved  their  batteries  from  point  to  point  while  we  availed 
ourselves  of  our  motive  power  to  move  upstream  as  the  enemy  would 
attempt  to  move  up,  back  from  the  banks,  and  bring  their  several 
batteries  out  at  different  places  to  fire  a  few  rounds  and  gallop  to 
some  other  point.  Their  force  of  cavalry  was  considerable,  and  I 
fired  several  shells  among  them  with  great  apparent  effect. 
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The  shell  and  shot  of  both  our  vessels  were  lodged  among  their 
batteries.  Both  the  Lexington  and  this  vessel  retired  out  of  range 
tor  a  short  time,  about  1  o'clock,  hoping  to  lead  the  enemy  up  hio-her 
where  our  land  forces  were.  Two  steamers  of  the  enemy  had  come 
up  from  Columbus,  one  the  gunboat  Yankee ,  which  also  opened  fire 
upon  us,  but  I  found  our  guns  could  not  reach  them  where  they  lay 
below  the  batteries.  At  about  2  o’clock  I  again  dropped  down  "with 
this  vessel  determined  to  try  a  shot  again  at  the  rebel  gunboat.  The 
fiist  shot  fired  must  have  struck  her  on  the  ricochet,  as  it  touched  the 
water  close  alongside  and  she  at  once  started  downstream.  The  Lex¬ 
ington  again  came  up,  and  it  is  believed  succeeded  in  landing  an 
8-inch  shell  in  the  Yankee's  wheelhouse  and  side,  where  it  burst.  At 
all  events  the  vessel  appeared  to  be  greatly  injured  and  went  off  with 
but  one  engine  working.  She  retired  under  the  batteries  at  Columbus, 
where  the  other  one  had  previously  gone.  Our  boats  again  opened 
fire  upon  the  enemy’s  batteries,  and  before  5  o’clock  we  had  silenced 
them  entirely,  driven  their  force  out  of  reach,  and  without  injury  to 
ourselves.  I  am  satisfied  we  did  great  damage  to  the  enemy.  While 
retiring,  this  boat  was  fired  upon  with  musketry  by  an  enemy  con¬ 
cealed  in  a  thicket  and  small  outhouse,  and  one  man,  Nelson  Castle, 
quartermaster,  was  shot  through  the  arm  and  in  the  forehead.  I 
think  he  will  recover,  but  an  operation  will  be  required  upon  the 
skull.  I  at  once  opened  with  canister  upon  the  thicket  and  quickly 
cleared  it  of  the  rebels.  Some  of  them  were  shot  by  our  small-arms 
men. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  spirit  and  will  of  the  crew, 
scarcely  one  of  whom  had  been  under  fire  before. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  the  commanding 

officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lexington. 

St.  Louis,  September  17 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  Commander  Stembel’s  report, 
the  original  of  which  has  just  been  received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

C ommanding  Naval  Forces  of  the  Western  Waters „ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Stembel,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lexington. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 
Mound  City ,  111.,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  viz : 

On  Sunday  night,  the  8th  instant,  at  11:30,  I  received  an  order 
from  General  Grant,  through  his  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Hillyer,  to 
proceed  the  next  morning  at  daylight  down  the  Mississippi  Iiiver 
with  this  vessel  to  the  town  of  Norfolk,  Mo.,  8  miles  below  Cairo,  to 
afford  protection  to  Colonel  Waagner,  chief  of  artillery,  who  would 
move  in  that  direction  at  the  same  time  with  a  column  against  the 
enemy,  who  were  said  to  be  in  force  at  that  place. 

I  did  so,  and  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  colonel’s  camp  that 
day  and  night  (having  in  the  meantime  been  joined  by  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  Conestoga )  without  discovering  the  enemy,  although  intelli¬ 
gence  of  their  moving  in  his  direction  was  received  by  the  colonel 
and  by  him  communicated  to  me. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  Colonel  Waagner  informed  me  by  note 
that  he  would  advance  3  miles  with  his  command,  and  requested  me 
to  follow  with  the  gunboats;  which  I  did,  dropping  down  some  dis¬ 
tance  below  the  troops,  where  I  had  a  good  view  down  the  river,  but 
saw  nothing  worthy  of  notice.  I  then  returned,  and  the  Conestoga 
continued  dropping  down  until  she  arrived  at  Lucas  Bend  (the 
point  in  the  river  above  Columbus  where  I  had  the  Sunday  previous, 
when  on  a  reconnoitering  expedition  with  Colonel  Waagner,  dis¬ 
covered  two  formidable  batteries  planted  on  the  bluffs  above  the 
town),  when  she  fired  her  stern  gun  at  a  large  body  of  rebel  cavalry 
drawn  up  on  the  bank,  as  I  was  subsequently  informed  by  Lieutenant 
Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps. 

I  immediately  ran  down  to  the  Conestoga ,  and  on  my  arrival  in 
her  vicinity  the  batteries  in  the  bend  opened  upon  us.  "We  engaged 
them  and  soon  silenced  them,  one  of  which,  composed  of  flymg 
rifled  artillery,  however,  merely  changed  position  higher  up  the 
liver  and  opened  again;  this  it  did  several  times  and  each  time  we 
silenced  it,  until  it  finally  retreated  down  the  river,  and,  I  think, 
embarked  on  board  a  steamer  which  came  from  the  direction  of 
Columbus  at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement  under  convoy 
of  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  rebel  gunboat  Yankee.  Both  boats, 
flying  the  rebel  colors,  kept  well  in  under  the  batteries  on  the  bluffs 
above  the  latter  place. 

The  Lexington  and  Conestoga  then  ran  down  the  bend,  throwing 
a  shell  occasionally  at  the  points  from  which  they  had  been  fired 
upon  previously  without  eliciting  a  reply,  until  they  reached  a  point 
which  I  estimated  to  be  about  2’-  miles  distant  from  the  Yankee.  I 
then  directed  one  of  the  8-inch  guns  of  the  Lexington,  charged  with 
a  15-second  fuze  shell,  to  be  trained  upon  her,  giving  the  o-un  its 
greatest  possible  elevation  by  removing  the  quoin,  etc.,  and  fired. 
1  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  shell  explode  in  her  starboard 
wheelhouse,  careening  her  smokestack,  and  otherwise  crippling  her 
when  both  rebel  steamers  retreated  toward  Columbus,  the  batteries’ 
on  the  bluffs  alone  preventing  their  capture. 

The  gunboats  then  returned  up  the  river  and  were  several  times 
fired  upon  f  1  om  the  Missouri  and  once  from  the  Kentucky  shore 
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with  musketry,  which  was  returned  with  musketry,  shells,  and  can¬ 
ister.  There  certainly  must  have  been  a  large  force  opposed  to  us, 
and  from  the  accurate  firing  of  the  gunboats  the  enemy’s  loss  was 
undoubtedly  very  heavy.  The  only  casualty  on  our  part  was  one 
man  seriously  wounded  on  board  the  Conestoga  by  a  musket  ball 
from  the  Missouri  shore. 

I  can  not  here  close  this  report  without  expressing  to  you  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  and  men  of  both  the 
gunboats  deported  themselves  on  this  occasion.  Their  conduct  was 
cool  and  collected  and  more  like  that  of  veterans  than  green  hands, 
as  most  of  them  are.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  deserves  par¬ 
ticular  notice  for  his  masterly  management  of  the  Conestoga  and  his 
effective  fire,  principally  from  his  stern  gun,  which  confirmed  my 
previously  entertained  opinion  that  the  three  gunboats  now  in  service 
on  these  waters  should  each,  to  make  them  doubly  useful,  have  a 
stern  gun. 

I  have,  therefore,  in  your  absence,  taken  the  responsibility  of 
transporting  all  of  the  32-pounders,  composing  a  part  of  the  battery 
of  this  vessel,  from  forward  aft,  thereby,  I  think,  increasing  her 
efficiency.  That,  I  hope,  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  N.  Stembel, 

Commander ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington. 

Commodore  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla  on  Western  Waters , 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Report  of  Colonel  Waagner,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Artillery  Department, 

Cairo ,  III.,  September  8 , 1861. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  order,  received  yesterday,  I  started 
this  morning  at  5  o’clock  on  the  gunboat  Lexington ,  commanded  by 
Captain  Stembel,  for  a  reconnoissance  to  Columbus.  About  7  o’clock 
we  passed  Islands  Nos.  3  and  4,  where  we  discovered  the  camp  fires 
a  few  miles  above  Columbus,  on  the  Kentucky  shore,  exactly  in  the 
center  of  the  two  natural  platform  bluffs  commanding  the  river  and 
Belmont.  In  attempting  to  pass  the  foot  of  Lucas  Bend,  near  Co¬ 
lumbus,  two  batteries  opened  fire  on  us,  one  consisting  of  three,  the 
other  of  four  guns,  but,  notwithstanding  the  high  elevation  given 
to  their  pieces,  their  shot  all  fell  short.  We  did  not  answer,  as  they 
were  out  of  range  and  we  could  not  do  them  any  damage,  the  caliber 
of  the  guns  being  two  24-pounder  howitzers  and  24  and  32  pounders 
on  barbette  carriages.  The  direction  of  their  guns  was  good,  the 
powder  weak,  and  the  fuzes  entirely  too  long.  I  was  quite  well  sat¬ 
isfied  with  the  reconnoissance,  but,  having  some  suspicion  of  gun¬ 
boats  lying  in  Lucas  Bend,  I  requested  Captain  Stembel  to  throw 
some  shell  in  the  bend.  This  was  done  and  caused  the  appearance 
of  two  gunboats.  One  of  them  followed  us. 

As  it  was  not  our  intention  to  enter  into  an  engagement,  we  re¬ 
treated  and  arrived  at  Cairo  this  day  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.  It  is  be¬ 
yond  doubt  that  on  the  bluffs  at  Columbus  there  is  a  camp  of  at  least 
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2,000  men  with  two  batteries  of  heavy  guns,  about  six  pieces  in  all ; 
and  opposite,  between  Belmont  and  Lucas  Bend,  there  are  about  1,000 
men  and  some  fieldpieces. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  the  cool,  calculating,  and  energetic 
behavior  of  Captain  Stembel,  his  officers  and  men.  , 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Waagner, 

Chief  of  Artillery. 

Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Forces ,  Southeast  Missouri. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  District  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  September  10,  1861. 

This  morning  Colonel  Waagner  started  from  Norfolk  with  all  the 
force  that  could  be  spared  from  that  point  to  reeonnoiter  toward  Bel¬ 
mont,  supported  by  the  gunboats  Conestoga  and  Lexington.  They 
went  as  far  as  Beckwith’s  farm,  about  5  miles  below  Norfolk.  Found 
no  regular  force,  but  had  one  man  wounded  and  lost  one  horse  by 
shots  from  the  pickets  of  the  rebels.  The  gunboats,  however,  pene¬ 
trated  farther,  and  found  large  numbers  of  cavalry  on  the  Missouri 
shore,  and,  as  near  as  they  could  ascertain,  15  pieces  of  artillery  on 
wheels  and  1  large  piece  in  position.  Some  of  the  pieces  were  ascer¬ 
tained  to  be  24-pounder  rifled  guns. 

The  gunboat  Yankee  could  not  be  induced  to  come  far  from  a  bat¬ 
tery  on  the  Kentucky  shore.  Captain  Stembel,  however,  succeeded  in 
bursting  a  shell  in  her  wheelhouse,  disabling  her  so  much  that  she 
retired,  working  but  one  engine. 

The  batteries  on  shore  were  silenced,  and  the  officers  commanding 
gunboats  think  with  considerable  loss  to  the  enemy.  On  two  occa¬ 
sions  they  saw  shell  explode  in  the  midst  of  the  batteries,  after  which 
they  could  see  by  the  aid  of  their  glasses  men  being  carried  to  the 
rear.  One  man  was  wounded  dangerously  by  a  musket  ball  fired  from 
the  shore.  Further  than  this  no  damage  was  sustained  by  either  of 
the  boats.  The  machinery  of  the  Lexington  is  out  of  order,  and  I  have 
permitted  her  to  go  to  Mound  City  for  repairs. 

All  the  forces  show  great  alacrity  in  preparing  for  any  movement 
that  looks  as  if  it  was  to  meet  an  enemy,  and  if  discipline  and  drill 
were  equal  to  their  zeal,  I  should  feel  great  confidence  even  against 
large  odds. 

The  enemy  were  seen  to  cross  and  recross  the  river,  with  what  design 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  tell.  My  impression  is  that  they  want  time  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  defense  of  their  present  position  or  for  an  advance  on  one 
of  our  positions,  likely  Paducah.  If  it  were  discretionary  with  me, 
with  a  little  addition  to  my  present  force  I  could  take  Columbus! 
Your  order  will,  however,  be  executed. 


Major-General  John  C.  Fremont, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


U.  S.  Grant, 

B  rig  adier- General 
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{Telegram.] 


Cairo,  September  10 , 1861. 

Gunboats  returned.  Engaged  batteries  at  Lucas  Bend  all  day. 
Found  16  guns  on  Missouri  shore.  Rebel  batteries  all  silenced.  One 
man  wounded  on  Conestoga.  The  gunboat  Yankee  was  disabled,  and 
would  have  been  taken  but  for  land  batteries  near  Columbus.  The 
rebels  must  have  suffered  severely.  Discovered  large  bodies  of  cav¬ 
alry  on  Missouri  side.  Saw  no  troops  on  Kentucky  side. 

U.  S.  Grant. 

Major-General  John  C.  Fremont. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  September  10 ,  1861. 

Colonel  Oglesby  reports  at  8  this  morning  he  moved  with  his  regi¬ 
ment,  with  20  cavalry  and  five  pieces  of  light  artillery,  8  miles  below 
Norfolk,  and  reconnoitered  in  sight  of  the  enemy.  An  engagement 
between  gunboats  took  place,  ours  being  successful.  Colonel  Oglesby, 
not  being  strong  enough  to  attack  the  enemy,  returned  to  Norfolk. 
The  events  of  the  day  are  encouraging. 

John  A.  McClernand. 

Major-General  Fremont. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  III.,  September  11,  1861. 

You  will  renew  your  reconnoissance  of  yesterday,  pushing  as  far 
down  the  river  as  practicable,  and  annoying  the  enemy  in  every  way 
possible.  Colonel  Oglesby  is  instructed  to  give  you  all  the  force  that 
can  be  spared  from  Norfolk,  and  the  gunboat  Conestoga  will  act  in 
conjunction  with  you.  Should  you  make  any  important  discoveries 
inform  me  as  early  as  possible. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Colonel  G.  IVaagner, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Norfolk,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  III.,  September  11, 1861. 

Throw  forward,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Waagner,  as  large 
a  force  as  can  be  spared  from  Norfolk,  to  reconnoiter  down  the  river 
in  conjunction  with  the  gunboat  Conestoga.  Norfolk  must  be  held. 
Send  back  to  your  post  for  rations.  The  forces  from  Cairo  will  be 
relieved  as  soon  as  another  regiment  arrives  to  take  their  place. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-General ,  Commanding. 

Colonel  R.  J.  Oglesby, 

Norfolk ,  Mo. 
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Order  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Stembel,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding:  U.  S.  S.  Lexington,  to  forward  his  report. 

St.  Louis,  September  16 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  not  received  your  official  report  of  the  recent  engage¬ 
ment,  but  I  have  learned  enough  of  it  from  you  personally,  and 
report  from  Lieutenant  Phelps,  commanding  the  Conestoga ,  to  be 
satisfied  that  it  was  highly  creditable  to  you  and  officers  and  crew  of 
your  vessel,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Conestoga.  In  the  absence  of  your 
report,  I  forwarded  that  of  Lieutenant  Phelps  to  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Please  make  your  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  shall  see  you  in  Cairo  as  soon  as  possible.  Keep  your  vessel  in 
readiness  to  perform  any  duty  at  the  shortest  notice.  When  your 
steam  machinery  shall  be  furnished,  you  may  go  on  with  the  cabin, 
deck,  and  other  repairs  so  far  that  the  work  shall  not  interfere  if  you 
are  suddenly  called  to  go  on  service. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 

Commander  R.  N.  Stembel. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  Captain  Foote,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga. 

St.  Louis,  September  16.  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  report,  which  is  highly  satisfactory. 
The  action  reflects  great  credit  on  you  and  your  officers  and  crew.  I 
have  enclosed  your  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  through 
General  Fremont,  the  latter  remarking  that  both  the  action  and 
report  were  very  creditable. 

A.  PI.  Foote, 

Captain. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Gunboat  Conestoga. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  requisitions  for 

ordnance. 

St.  Louis,  [Mo.],  September  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  forwarded  per  telegraph  this  day  a  requisition  for  ord¬ 
nance,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

We  can  not  get  the  powder,  shells,  or  tackles  and  breechings  here, 
as  the  army  is  using  blasting  powder. 

The  gunboats  will  be  finished  before  we  are  ready  in  the  ordnance 
department,  unless  the  articles  required  for  are  expressed  on  as  soon 
as  they  can  be  made.  The  general  commanding  is  extremely  anxious 
to  have  the  boats  ready  to  proceed  on  their  work. 

The  reason  why  the  requisition  is  so  hurriedly  made  is  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  call  to  Cairo,  where  the  gunboats  have  had  an  encounter 
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with  the  rebel  gunboat  Yankee  and  the  forts  or  batteries.  I  proceed 
there  this  afternoon. 

General  Fremont  has  purchased  another  gunboat,  which  is  to  be 
fitted  immediately  and  wants  me  to  have  the  guns  and  ordnance  de¬ 
partment  ready  at  the  expiration  of  two  weeks. 

We  will  mount  six  9-inch  guns  in  these  boats,  and  for  these  and 
other  boats  we  want  the  9-inch  breechings  and  side  and  train  tackles. 

I  should  prefer  the  9-inch  breechings  for  the  rifle  guns.  In  estimat¬ 
ing  for  the  cartridges  and  shell  I  have  been  governed  by  the  supposed 
caliber  of  guns,  as  we  can  not  tell  until  obtaining  the  guns  from  the 
lakes  what  number  will  be  32-inch  and  8-inch,  respectively;  besides, 
we  do  not  yet  learn  anything  from  the  thirty-five  42-pounder  army 
rifle  guns,  for  which  I  have  not  required  ammunition,  but  merely  the 
breechings,  side  tackles,  etc. 

We  can  not  get  any  shells  here  of  8-inch  or  for  32-pounders,  there-  • 
fore  please  send  them  on  with  the  cartridges.  In  short,  the  army  is 
using  blasting  powder,  and  is  equally  short  in  muskets,  swords,  etc., 
for  which  I  shall  soon  make  requisition  on  the  Bureau,  and  want  of 
time  alone  prevents  it  now.  The  Bureau  will  excuse  this  hurried  let¬ 
ter,  as  I  must  leave  for  Cairo. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Captain  A.  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Washington.' 

[Enclosure.] 

St.  Louis,  September  11, 1861. 

Sir:  There  are  required  immediately  for  the  gunboats  210  8-inch 
breechings,  fitted  and  ready  for  reeving;  34  9-inch  breechings;  210 
side  tackles;  110  train  tackles;  1,000  cartridges  for  8-inch  guns;  3,000 
cartridges  for  32-pounders,  also  shells  and  fuzes  corresponding  to 
the  above  cartridges. 

I  will  write  on  returning  from  Cairo.  Please  order  these  forth¬ 
with;  send  powder  for  filling  shells. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography , 

W  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Paulding,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  shipping  of  crews  for  gunboats  under  con¬ 
struction. 

St.  Louis,  September  11,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Chicago  and  open  a  rendezvous  and  ship 
crews  for  the  gunboats  building  on  the  Mississippi.  You  are  also 
authorized  to  ship  men  at  different  points  on  Lake  Erie  for  the  same 
purpose. 
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You  will,  in  the  cheapest  manner  possible,  have  the  drafts  of  men 
sent  to  this  place,  who  will  be  provided  for  in  a  steam  receiving 
vessel,  as  directed  by  the  senior  naval  officer  present. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Leonard  Paulding,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  September  11 ,  1861. 
Dahlgren  is  drilling  seamen  for  you,  and  in  about  ten  days  we  can 
send  you  fifty,  well  instructed.  To  what  place  shall  they  report  ? 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote, 

Care  of  General  Fremont ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  September  11 , 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  at  this  place. 
Captain  Foote  is  absent  at  Cairo. 

Respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Hazard, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  7 V ashington  City ,  I) .  C . 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  7 Y  dike,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tyler. 


Cairo,  III.,  September  12,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Paducah,  Kv.,  and  take  command  of  the 
U.  S.  steam  gunboat  Tyler,  and  you  will  confer  with  the  major-gen¬ 
eral  commanding  that  division  in  your  movements. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  II.  Foote, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy . 


Commander  Henry  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo. 
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Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Walke ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  assume  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Tyler. 

Cairo,  III.,  September  12, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Paducah  and  take  command  of  the  U.  S. 
steam  gunboat  Tyler. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 

Commander  Henry  Walke, 

Cairo ,  III. 


General  order  of  Captain  Foote ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  restricting  the  cruising 
of  vessels  without  definite  instructions  from  superior  authority. 

General  Orders,  )  Cairo, 

No.  1.  j  September  12,  1861. 

The  officers  commanding  the  gunboats  will  not  leave  their  anchor¬ 
ages  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoissance  up  and  down  the 
rivers  without  orders  from  me,  provided  I  am  within  signal  distance, 
and  in  no  case  during  my  absence  will  the  officer  commanding  a  gun¬ 
boat  go  up  and  down  the  rivers  without  the  knowledge  and  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  general  commanding  the  post  where  the  vessels  are  lying. 

Cruising  up  and  down  the  rivers  will  be  directed  at  the  proper  time 
by  proper  authority.  Should  the  officer  in  command  of  a  gunboat 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  he  may  render  important  service,  he  will 
confer  with  me  if  present,  or,  in  my  absence,  with  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  army,  in  case  there  is  no  navy  officer,  his  senior,  present 
to  direct  his  movements. 

Prudence,  combined  with  bravery,  constitutes  the  efficient  officer, 
and  until  we  have  more  gunboats  the  exposure  is  to  be  commensurate 
with  the  object  to  be  attained.  Great  care  must  be  observed  lest  the 
enemy  decoy  the  boats,  not  properly  supported,  within  range  of  over¬ 
whelming  masked  batteries. 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Rivers. 


i 

Order  of  Major-General  Fremont,  TJ .  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General 
McKinstry ,  U.  S.  Army,  for  the  payment  of  navy  bills. 

St.  Louis,  September  12, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  pay  all  bills  properly  approved  by  Captain  Foote, 
on  account  of  the  gunboat  service  with  which  he  is  charged. 

J.  C.  Fremont, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  J.  McKinstry, 

Deputy  Quartermaster-General. 
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Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga ,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel 
to  Paducah ,  Ab/. 

Paducah,  Ky.,  September  12 , 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  this  place,  Paducah,  with  the  Conestoga , 
under  your  command,  relieving  the  steamer  Tyler ,  and  anchor  your 
vessel  opposite  the  hospital,  holding  a  commanding  position  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  hostile  force  approaching  the  city,  if  it  should  be  attempted. 

You  will  please  report  yourself  to  Brigadier-General  Smith,  com¬ 
manding  this  division  of  the  army,  and  confer  with  him  in  your 
movements. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Phelps, 

Commanding  the  Conestoga. 


[Telegram.] 

Boston,  September  12 , 1861. 

Orders  to  St.  Louis  received.  I  have  in  charge  engineer  and  inspect¬ 
or’s  duties,  with  considerable  public  money.  Shall  I  proceed  to  St. 
Louis  with  [it] ,  handing  over  to  some  authorized  person  the  balances 
in  hand? 

J.  A.  Winslow, 
Commander ,  U .  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  requesting  sea  duty. 

Gunboat  Tyler, 

Paducah ,  Ky .,  September  12 , 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  decided  to  accept  your  offer  of  service  upon  the  Eastern 
coast  of  the  United  States,  and  respectfully  request  orders  to  any  vessel 
you  may  deem  proper  to  give  me. 

General  Fremont  is  quite  desirous  of  having  me  join  his  staff,  at 
least  temporarily.  I  perceive  an  opportunity  of  such  great  usefulness 
in  the  position  that  I  have  consented  to  do  so  until  I  can  get  orders 
to  sea. 

In  giving  up  the  command  of  this  vessel,  which  I  do  to-day,  to  Com¬ 
mander  Walke,  I  shall  anticipate  your  permission  by  reporting  myself 
to  General  F remont,  for  duty  on  his  staff.  In  the  meanwhile  I  request 
orders  to  sea. 

My  address  will  be  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


335 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Walke ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tyler ,  to  report  to  the  commanding 
general  at  Cairo,  III. 

Cairo,  III.,  September  13, 1861. 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Conestoga,  you  will  proceed  with  the 
Tyler  to  Cairo  and  report  yourself  to  the  general  commanding,  and 
confer  with  him  in  your  movements. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 

Commander  Henry  Walke, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler ,  Paducah,  Ky. 


Order  of  Major-General  Fremont ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Foote, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  follow  his  own  judgment  in  the  execution  of  the 
work  under  his  direction. 

St.  Louis,  September  16, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  duties  which  press  upon  my  attention, 
I  am  necessarily  forced  to  trust  much  to  your  discretion.  You  will, 
therefore,  in  the  duty  confided  to  you,  use  your  own  judgment  in 
carrying  out  the  ends  of  Government. 

Spare  no  effort  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

J.  C.  Fremont, 

•  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Walke,  U.  S. 

Navy,  to  forward  information  of  any  proposed  movements. 

St.  Louis,  September  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  no  report  from  you.  Please  inform  me  if 
the  steamers  are  soon  to  be  called  upon  to  move  from  their  anchorage 
for  reconnoitering  or  any  other  purpose;  also  state  the  condition  of 
the  vessels  and  appearance  of  things  in  general. 

I  must  of  necessity  be  here  this  week,  unless  the  boats  are  to  move 
on  some  expedition,  in  which  case  inform  me  instantly  by  telegram. 
Confer  with  General  Grant,  who  will  give  you  timely  information 
for  me  to  get  down. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 

Commander  H.  Walke, 

Commanding  Steamer  Tyler. 
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[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  September  17,  1861. 

You  may  dock  your  steamer  Tyler  and  repair  her.  After  con¬ 
ferring  with  General  Grant,  and  having  a  steamer  ready  for  service 
at  Cairo,  put  the  gun  in  the  stern  and  make  cabin  arrangements. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain 

Captain  Walke, 

Gunboat  Tyler. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Walke,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tyler,  to  proceed  to  Mound  City ,  III., 
for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

St.  Louis,  September  17, 1861. 

Sir  :  1  our  letter  of  the  14th  instant  has  been  received.  After  con¬ 
ferring  with  General  Grant,  or  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at 
Cairo,  and  you  have  a  steamer  ready  for  service  at  Cairo,  vou  may 
take  your  steamer  to  Mound  City  and  there  dock  and  repair  her, 
placing  a  gun  in  the  stern  and  making  such  changes  for  quarters  of 
officers  as  intended  by  Captain  Rodgers  before  he  left  the  steamer. 

I  wish  you  to  telegraph  me  whenever  anything  new  takes  place.  I 
Avish  also  to  impress  upon  you,  when  you  are  repairing  \Tour  vessel, 
to  keep  her,  as  far  as  possible,  ready  to  go  upon  any  service  in  a  few 
hours,  which  may  be  suddenly  required.^ 

I  have  received  Commander  StembePs  report. 

Mery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Commander  Henry  Walke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler. 


Letter  from  Civil  Engineer  Thom  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy , 
regarding  the  making  of  naval  gun  carriages. 


Cincinnati,  September  17, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  some  days  since,  through  Mr.  Chase,  of  the  State  De¬ 
partment,  for  the  Naval  Ordnance  Manual  and  had  sent  Tto]  me 
another  work  which  does  not  give  the  information  desired.  The  work 
to  which  I  allude  is,.  I  think,  the  title  as  above,  of  about  275  or  300 
pages,  with  illustrations  of  se\Teral  naval  gun  carriages  and  lists  of 
implements,  etc.  We  are  making  the  gun  carriages  for  the  gunboats 
tor  the  Mississippi  River,  and  were  referred  to  this  work.  Should 
Commodore  Rodgers  be  in  Washington,  he  will  know  the  work  I 
need  as  it  was  at  his  suggestion  I  Avrote  for  it.  Please  send  without 
delay  as  our  time  has  already  half  expired  for  delivery  of  the 
carriages. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


N.  G.  Thom, 

Civil  E ngineer  at  Eagle  Iron  Works. 
Honorable  Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Jos.  L.  Weatherly,  esq., 
regarding  the  procuring  of  men  for  the  naval  service. 

St.  Louis,  September  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  a  letter,  referred  to  me  from  General  Fremont,  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  we  shall  be  happy  to  receive  at  this  place 
from  you  1,000  men  within  one  month,  on  the  usual  terms  paid  by 
the  Government,  viz,  $2  for  each  man,  who  is  bv  a  surgeon  considered 
to  be  in  a  sound  physical  condition,  and  has  ability  to  perform  his 
duty.  >  The  Government  will  pay  for  his  transportation  at  the  rates 
paid  for  men  we  ship  and  are  sent  from  the  lakes. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 

Jos.  L.  Weatherly,  Esq., 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

[Letter  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Mr.  Carlton  R.  Moore,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.] 


Instructions  from  Captain  Foote,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Pauld¬ 
ing,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  shipment  of  men  for  the  naval  serv¬ 
ice. 


St.  Louis,  September  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  referring  to  your  ship¬ 
ping  men,  etc. 

I  find  difficulty  in  obtaining  funds  so  great  that  you  must  not  ex¬ 
ceed  an  advance  of  $10  to  each  man.  This  sum  is  to  include  all  that 
he  is  to  receive  from  you.  As  soon  as  you  obtain  a  draft  of  men,  you 
will  send  them  to  this  place,  showing  your  authority  from  General 
F remont,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  give  you  transportation  for  your 
men,  as  the  quartermaster’s  department  here  will  pay  the  bill.  As 
there  are  objections  or  difficulties  in  the  Southern  country  about  col¬ 
ored  people,  we  do  not  want  any  of  that  class  shipped.  Do  not  ap¬ 
point  any  more  master’s  mates,  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessar}L  Ship 
all  men  for  the  war.  Do  not  open  any  more  rendezvous  except  Chi¬ 
cago  and  Detroit.  Get  your  shipping  articles  from  Washington.  I 
have  just  telegraphed  that  I  will  send  $400  to  you  as  soon  as  you  give 
me  your  address.  Send  by  different  mails  duplicate  receipts  of  this 
money  to  me  as  my  vouchers;  you  must  also  take  receipts  from  all 
persons  to  whom  you  pay  portions  of  this  money.  You  will  find  two 
rendezvous  all  that  you  can  safely  and  effectively  manage. 

I  have  made  other  arrangements  for  getting  men,  and  you  need  not 
therefore  consider  you  are  to  ship  the  full  number  required. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Leonard  Paulding,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Chicago. 

N  w  r — -voL  22 - 22 
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Letter  from,  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major  Symington ,  Z7.  N. 

Army ,  requesting  a  supply  of  ammunition. 

.  St.  Louis,  September  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  sent  you  a  telegram  to-day,  copy  annexed.  I  know 
nothing  whatever  of  the  charges  of  the  42-pounder  army  rifled  can¬ 
non.  Will  you  please  furnish  the  ammunition  for  these  guns  ac¬ 
cording  to  army  usage,  which  guns  have  been  repeatedly  promised 
the  gunboats  by  the  War  Department,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  yet 
of  them.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  fill  any  cartridges  here,  having  no 
means,  and  being  overpressed  with  various  duties.  Please,  therefore, 
have  them  filled. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Major  Symington,  U.  S.  Army, 

Allegheny  Arsenal. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  September  18,  1861. 

Nothing  heard  about  the  35  army  rifled  cannon.  Requisition  made 
on  Pittsburg  for  shell  and  cartridges.  They  must  fill  cartridges. 
We  want  a  gunner.  Will  not  be  ready  in  time  unless  the  armament 
is  forthcoming.  I  send  a  copy  of  requisitions  on  Allegheny  Arsenal 
by  mail. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Captain. 

Captain  A.  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Oglesby ,  U .  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Walke,  U.  S. 
Navy,  7'egarding  improvised  means  of  communicating  by  signal. 


Headquarters, 

Norfolk ,  Mo.,  September  18,  1861. 


Sir  :  I  have  to  suggest  to  you  that  I  am  without  the  means  of  giving 
you  the  usual  signals.  In  lieu  thereof  we  will  adopt  the  following : 

By  daylight,  to  call  your  boat  ashore,  I  will  have  a  white  cloth 
hoisted  upon  a  pole  and  waved  frequently  until  you  observe  it. 

By  night,  in  front  of  your  boat,  I  will  have  fired  off  at  intervals  of, 
say,  three  seconds,  three  muskets;  the  latter  signal  will  indicate  to 
you  that  you  are  to  send  a  boat  ushore  for  special  information  and  to 
prepare  for  a  movement. 

I  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  have  communication  with  you 
before.  I  will  be  pleased  to  see  you  on  shore  at  any  time. 

I  learned  last  night  that  your  second  discharge  in  the  afternoon 
in  Lucas  Bend  proved  fatal  to  five  secessionists. 

Most  respectfully, 


R.  J.  Oglesby, 

Colonel,  Commanding  at  Norfolk,  Mo. 

Captain  Henry'  Walke. 
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Report  of  Commander  Walke ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Tyler ,  regarding  the  operations  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Gttnboat  Tyler, 

Off  N orfolJc ,  Mo..  September  18,  1861. 

Sir:  lour  favor  of  the  16th,  enclosing  communications  from  Com¬ 
mander  Stembel  and  Lieutenant  Phelps,  was  forwarded'  to  me  at  this 
place  and  received  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Conestoga  arrived  off  Paducah 
on  Friday,  September  15,  in  the  evening  too  late  to  admit  of  our 
lea\  ing  that  night.  We  left  early  on  Saturday  morning,  proceeded 
to  Cairo,  and  after  conferring  with  General  Grant,  I  left  to  recon- 
noiter  down  the  Mississippi  in  search  of  batteries.  Went  to  Lucas 
Bend  and  fired  two  shell,  rounded  to  and  fired  two  on  the  lower  end 
of  Island  No.  4,  on  Kentucky  side.  On  my  way  up  communicated 
with  Colonel  Oglesby,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  took  on  board  about 
one  hundred  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Regiment,  who  were  wearied  from 
overmarching,  and  at  his  request  rounded  to  and  proceeded  down  to 
the  foot  of  Lucas  Bend,  fired  eight  shells,  one  of  which  I  have  since 
learned  from  the  colonel,  killed  and  wounded  several  secessionists  in 
the  camp  near  Benton.  We  then  rounded,  proceeded  to  Cairo — leav¬ 
ing  the  soldiers  at  Norfolk — arriving  there  at  9  p.  m. 

Sunday  morning  I  returned,  by  order  of  General  Grant,  to  Nor¬ 
folk,  anchored  opposite  the  town.  In  the  evening  about  5  o’clock,  a 
small  stern-wheel  steamer  belonging  to  the  rebels  came  in  sight.  I 
immediately  ordered  our  vessel  to  be  in  readiness,  but  she  fired  a  gun 
and  returned.  Being  too  far  away  from  us,  and  knowing  I  could 
not  overtake  her,  I  paid  no  further  attention  to  her  movements, 
except  to  order  strict  vigilance  and  everything  in  readiness  in  case 
of  her  return. 

On  Tuesday  I  went  up  to  Cairo  to  take  on  some  coal.  Shortly 
after  our  arrival  rumors  were  flying  around  the  city  to  the  effect  that 
immediately  after  we  left,  the  rebels  in  force,  attacked  our  troops 
at  Fort  Jefferson  and  were  driving  them  back. 

As  soon  as  we  could  get  coal  aboard,  I  returned,  finding  all  quiet 
and  the  rumors  entirely  unfounded. 

The  general  deems  it  necessary  for  the  safety  of  his  forces  here 
that  one  of  the  gunboats  should  be  stationed  here  nights.  I  shall 
remain  till  the  Lexington ,  which  is  expected  to  be  in  readiness  in  a 
day  or  two,  is  sent  to  relieve  me.  I  will  then  proceed  to  Mound  City, 
agreeblv  to  your  telegram  of  the  17th  instant,  received  this  evening, 
and  with  all  possible  dispatch  have  the  necessary  repairs  and  outfit 
contemplated  and  contracted  for  by  Commander  Rodgers  carried  out. 

There  are  no  movements  at  present  contemplated'  requiring  any 
change  in  the  disposition  of  the  vessels  under  your  command.  Your 
communications  have  been  forwarded  as  requested. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 
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Report  of  Commander  Walks,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  operations  of  U.  S.  S. 

Tyler  in  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Norfolk ,  Mo..  September  18,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  enclosing  communications  for 
Commander  Stembel  and  Lieutenant  Phelps,  was  forwarded  to  me 
at  this  place,  and  received  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Conestoga  arrived  olf  Paducah, 
Ky.,  on  Friday,  September  15,  in  the  evening,  too  late  to  admit  of 
our  leaving  that  night.  We  left  early  on  Saturday  morning,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Cairo,  and  after  conferring  with  General  Grant.  I  left  to 
reeonnoiter  down  the  Mississippi  in  search  of  batteries.  Went  to  Lucas 
Bend  and  fired  two  shells;  rounded  to  and  fired  two  on  the  loiver  end 
of  Island  No.  4,  on  Kentucky  side.  On  my  way  up,  communicated 
with  Colonel  Oglesby,  commanding  at  Norfolk;  took  on  board  about 
one  hundred  soldiers  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Regiment,  who  were 
wearied  from  overmarching,  and  at  Colonel  O.’s  request,  rounded  to, 
proceeded  down  to  the  point  on  the  river  this  side  of  Columbus,  the 
foot  of  Lucas  Bend,  and  fired  eight  shells.  I  have  since  learned  from 
the  colonel  that  our  second  shot  killed  3  and  wounded  12  secessionists. 
We  then  proceeded  to  Cairo,  landing  the  soldiers  at  Norfolk  on  our 
way,  arriving  at  9  p.  m.  Sunday  morning  I  returned  by  order  of 
General  Grant  to  Norfolk;  anchored  nearly  opposite  the  town.  In 
the  evening  about  5  o’clock  a  small  stern-wheel  steamer  belonging  to 
the  rebels  came  in  sight.  I  immediately  ordered  the  vessel  to  be  in 
readiness,  but  she  fired  a  gun  and  returned.  Being  too  far  away 
from  us,  and  knowing  I  could  not  overtake  her,  I  paid  no  further 
attention  to  her  movements,  except  to  order  strict  vigilance  and 
everything  in  readiness  in  case  of  her  return. 

On  Tuesday  I  went  up  to  Cairo  to  take  in  some  coal.  Shortly 
after  our  arrival  rumors  were  flying  around  the  city  to  the  effect  that 
immediately  after  we  left  the  rebels,  in  force,  attacked  our  troops  at 
Fort  Jefferson  and  were  driving  them  back.  As  soon  as  we  could  get 
coal  aboard  I  returned,  finding  all  quiet  and  the  rumors  entirely 
unfounded. 

The  general  deems  it  necessary  for  the  safety  of  our  forces  here 
that  one  of  the  gunboats  should  be  stationed  here  nights.  I  shall 
remain  till  the  Lexington,  which  expects  to  be  in  readiness  in  a  day 
or  two,  is  sent  to  relieve  me.  I  will  then  proceed  to  Mound  City, 
and  with  all  possible  dispatch  have  the  necessary  repairs  and  outfit 
comtemplated  and  contracted  for  by  Commander  Rodgers  made, 
agreeable  to  your  telegram  of  the  17th,  received  this  evening. 

Your  communications  have  been  forwarded  as  requested. 

Verv  respectfully. 

H.  Walks, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Quartermaster -General 
Meigs ,  U.  S.  Army ,  calling  attention  to  delay  in  receipt  of  promised 
ordnance. 

St.  Louis,  September  19,  1861. 

Sir:  Availing  myself  of  your  suggestion,  I  beg  leave  to  call, 
through  you,  the  attention  of  the  Army  Ordnance  Department  to  the 
fact  that  up  to  this  moment  we  have  not  heard  a  word  from  the  35 
army  42-pound  rifled  cannon,  which,  as  we  are  making  arrangements 
to  have  the  flotilla  ready  in  time,  seriously  embarrasses  us  in  the 
ordnance  preparations. 

In  a  hurry,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  U .  S.  Navy. 

Quartermaster-General  Meigs, 

W ashing  ton,  D.  G . 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,, to  M ajor-General  Fremont, 

U .  S.  Army,  requesting  pay  for  crews  of  three  gunboats  near  Cairo , 

III . 

St.  Louis,  September  19,  1861. 

'  Sir  :  The  crews  of  the  three  gunboats  now  in  commission  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cairo,  not  having  received  any  of  their  pay,  have  repre¬ 
sented  to  Commander  Rodgers  that  their  families  are  in  destitute 
circumstances.  Will  you,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Quarter¬ 
master-General  to  have  the  drafts  upon  him  of  the  several  paymasters 
drawn  in  favor  of  the  commanding  officers  of  these  boats  now  in  com¬ 
mission  ? 

I  will  soon  ascertain  the  amount  of  funds  which  are  necessary  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  officers  and  crew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  etc. 

Major-General  Fremont, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West,  St.  Louis. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  II .  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at  St.  Louis. 

St.  Louis,  September  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  assigned  Commander  Pennock  to  the  receiving  ship  at 
this  place,  Lieutenant  Sanford  to  ordnance  duty,  and  Mr.  McGee, 
master  carpenter,  and  Mir.  Friganza,  master  joiner,  to  assist  in  for¬ 
warding  the  equipments  of  the  gunboats.  I  intend  leaving  for  Cairo 
to-morrow  and  there  spend  a  few  days  on  board  the  three  gunboats 
in  commission  and  in  conference  with  General  Grant,  commanding 
that  post. 

It  is  necessary  to  the  speedy  and  efficient  equipment  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  that  I  spend  most  of  my  time  here,  where  the  requisitions  are 
made  and  to  which  place  the  guns  and  most  of  the  equipments  and 
stores  are  ordered  by  General  Fremont,  and  also  that  I  may  be  in 
ready  communication  with  him. 


842 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


I  am  making  arrangements  to  furnish  the  men  with  clothing,  for 
receiving  guns  and  ordnance  stores,  equipments,  and  provisions  for 
the  crew — -in  fact,  all  things  required. 

The  officers  ordered  to  the  gunboat  service,  with  the  exception  of 
Commander  Walke,  who  relieved  Commander  Rodgers  (aboard  the 
Tyler) ,  Lieutenant  Paulding,  ordered  to  Chicago  to  recruit.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Wilson,  to  the  gunboat  Lexington ;  Gunners  Hall  and  Hamilton, 
ordered  to  the  two  gunboats  without  gunners,  will,  for  the  present, 
remain  in  St.  Louis,  as  I  do  not  consider  it  policy,  even  if  it  would 
be  justice,  to  supersede  the  commanders  of  the  steamers  who  are  so 
well  performing  their  duty,  especially  as  the  new  ironclad  steamers 
will  be  ready  at  the  close  of  the  next  month. 

I  earnestly  request  that  the  Department  will  not  send  any  engineer 
here,  as  the  Western  engineers,  from  their  experience,  can  better  per¬ 
form  their  duty  and  it  will  be  more  gratifying  to  the  Western  people ; 
besides  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Merritt,  the  present  superintendent  of 
the  building  of  the  engines,  as  the  engineer  in  chief  of  the  flotilla. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  II.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C . 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Sanford ',  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the 
services  of  an  experienced  gunner. 

St.  Louis,  September  19 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  request  that  an  efficient  and  experienced  gun¬ 
ner — warranted — may  be  ordered  here  to  assist  in  preparing  the 
outfits  of  the  gunboats. 

I  would  urge  upon  the  Department  the  absolute  necessity  that 
exists  that  this  officer  should  be  here  to  aid  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Sanford, 

Acting  Lieutenant  and  Ordnance  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C . 

[Endorsement.] 

It  is  vitally  important  at  this  place  that  we  have  a  gunner,  as  we 
not  only  have  ordnance  work  to  perform,  without  the"  facilities  for 
doing  it  as  in  our  navy  yards,  but  we  are  called  upon  by  the  army 
officers  to  assist  them  in  this  duty.  I  therefore  earnestly  importune 
the  Department  to  send  us  one  of  the  best  qualified  gunners  in  the 
service,  or  at  least  one  of  Commander  Dahlgren’s  best  men,  with  the 
appointment  of  gunner,  who  is  to  remain  on  shore  and  not  be  afloat. 
I  therefore  forward,  fully  approving,  the  above  application. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  etc. 
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Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  /Sanford ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  £<9  proceed  on  special  duty  to  Cincinnati  and  Pittsburg . 

St.  Louis,  September  2 0 , 1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Cincinnati  and  Pittsburg  for  the  purpose 
of  enquiring  into  the  amount  and  condition  of  ordnance  stores  at  Pitt 
Foundry  and  other  places.  Should  you  find  ordnance  equipments  or 
stores  which  we  can  not  obtain  from  the  Bureau,  you  will  order  them 
to  be  forwarded  to  this  place  for  the  gunboat  flotilla.  You  will  carry 
out  the  verbal  instructions  received  from  Major-General  Fremont 
and  myself. 

After  performing  this  duty  you  will  return  with  dispatch  and 
report  yourself  to  me  at  St.  Louis. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Lieutenant  J.  P.  Sanford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Steedman ,  TJ .  S. 

Navy ,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to  Cincinnati. 

St.  Louis,  September  2 0 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  Cincinnati 
and  make  selections  of  pilots  and  such  other  officers  for  service  in  the 
naval  flotilla,  according  to  verbal  instructions  you  have  received 
from  me. 

When  the  duty  is  performed,  please  return  and  report  to  me  at  St. 
Louis. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Commander  C.  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis ,  \M o.  \. 


Order  of  Colonel  Oglesby ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander  W dike,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  observe  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  Puntney  Bend , 

Mississippi  River. 

Headquarters  Eighth  Regiment, 

Norfolk ,  M o.,  September  20, 1861 . 

Sir:  It  having  been  reported  to  me  in  the  last  few  moments  by 
Captain  [James  P.]  Harper,  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  Regiment,  that 
the  rebel  forces  are  taking  jiosition  in  Puntney  Bend,  on  the  Kentucky 
shore,  between  the  hours  of  8  and  9  o’clock  this  p.  m.,  you  will  drop 
down  far  enough  to  get  a  view  of  the  bend  and  remain  until  daylight 
and  return.  At  daylight  I  will  send  a  company  of  cavalry  from  this 
place  far  enough  to  observe  their  position.  If  anything  is  discovered, 
they  will  report  to  me,  when  I  will  further  communicate  with  you. 
Respectfully, 

R.  J.  Oglesby, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  at  Norfolk. 

CaptainWALKE, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Tyler. 
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Navy  Department,  September  21 , 1861. 

Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  has  been  received.  The  Department 
lias  no  such  work  as  you  describe.  Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 
who  has  been  appointed  to  command  the  gunboat  flotilla  on  the  West¬ 
ern  rivers,  has  been  supplied  with  drawings,  etc.,  of  gun  carriages 
and  can  furnish  you  with  such  information  as  you  will  probably  need. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Weij.es. 


N.  G.  Thom, 

Cincinnati. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  AY  a, Ike.  ZJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tyler ,  to  proceed  to  relieve  the  U .  S.  S. 
Lexington ,  off  Norfolk.  Mo. 


Cairo,  III.,  September  22,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  immediately  to  this  place  with  the  Tyler , 
under  your  command,  on  receiving  this  order,  and  report  yourself  to 
General  Grant,  commanding,  for  the  purjiose  of  taking  the  place  of 
the  Lexington ,  off  Norfolk. 

You  will,  of  course,  suspend  all  work  on  your  gunboat  till  the  return 
of  the  Lexington. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  etc. 

Captain  Walke, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Tyler. 

(Memorandum. — The  above  order  was  countermanded  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  vessel  being  on  the  ways  and  unfit  for  launching.) 


Expedition  to  Owensboro,  Ky .,  to  guard  the  Ohio  River,  September 

22-25,  1861. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  September  22, 1861. 

Governor  Morton  telegraphs  as  follows : 

Colonel  Lane,  just  arrived  by  special  train,  represents  Owensboro,  40  miles 
above  Evansville,  in  possession  of  secessionists.  Green  River  is  navigable. 
Owensboro  must  be  seized.  We  want  a  gunboat  sent  up  from  Paducah  for  that 
purpose. 

Send  up  the  gunboat  if,  in  your  discretion,  you  think  it  right.  Per¬ 
haps  you  had  better  order  those  in  charge  of  the  Ohio  River  to  guard 
it  vigilantly  at  all  points. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Major-General  Fremont. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 

St.  Louis ,  September  22, 1861. 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  have  immediately  ordered  Captain 
Foote,  with  gunboat,  to  dislodge  the  rebels  from  Owensboro,  and  will 
take  measures  to  guard  the  Ohio. 

Have  placed  my  two  Illinois  regiments  at  Camp  Dennison,  near 
Cincinnati,  at  the  disposal  of  General  Anderson,  and  so  informed  him 
by  telegraph. 

J.  C.  Fremont, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

A.  Lincoln, 

President,  Washington. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  III.,  September  22,  1861. 

In  pursuance  of  telegraphic  instructions  received  from  Head¬ 
quarters  Western  Department,  you  will  proceed  with  the  gunboat 
Lexington  from  here  and  Conestoga  from  Paducah  to  Owensboro. 
Ivy.,  where  the  Confederates  are  said  to  have  taken  possession,  and 
dislodge  them.  General  Fremont’s  instructions  are  that  the  Ohio 
River  is  to  be  kept  open. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

B  rigadier -  General,  C ommanding. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote. 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  III. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding-  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga. 

Paducah,  September  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  your  return  to  this  place  you  will  immediately  and  with 
all  possible  dispatch  proceed  up  the  Ohio  River  as  far  as  Owensboro, 
[Ivy.],  and  report  yourself  to  me  on  board  the  Lexington,  Com¬ 
mander  Stembel. 

I  have  orders  from  General  Fremont,  commanding,  to  proceed 
immediately  up  the  Ohio  River  with  the  gunboats  on  an  important 
service,  and  your  absence  now,  without  having  left  information 
with  the  general  where  to  find  you,  embarrasses  me  in  the  execution 
of  these  orders,  emanating  from  the  President  and  issued  by  General 
Fremont. 

My  general  order  was  intended  to  convey  instructions  that  the 
commanding  general,  in  my  absence,  should  not  only  be  consulted, 
but  that  he"  also  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  place  where 
they  were  gone,  as  well  as  the  probable  time  of  their  return.  \ou 
will  in  future  be  governed  accordingly  in  your  movements. 
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You  will  report  yourself  to  Commander  Stembel,  of  the  Lex¬ 
ington,  in  case  I  should  have  executed  my  orders  at  Owensboro,  and 
return  to  St.  Louis  when  you  meet  that  vessel. 

I  am.  respectfully,  etc., 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps, 

TJ .  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  Regarding  the  absence  of  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Conestoga. 

Paducah,  September  23,  1861. 

General:  As  the  Ohio  River  is  low,  and  opinions  among  pilots 
being  divided  about  there  being  sufficient  water  for  the  gunboats,  I 
have  detained  the  Bee  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  us  up  the 
river  to  haul  us  off  in  case  we  get  aground. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  Conestoga  is  not  here,  but  has  gone 
up  the  Cumberland  River,  probably.  I  shall,  however,  proceed  with¬ 
out  her  unless  I  find  her  in  a  few  hours. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 

General  Grant, 

Commanding  at  Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Evansville,  [Ind.],  September  2]±,  1861. 

Arrived  here  at  11  o’clock  p.  m.  with  one  gunboat,  Commander 
Stembel,  and  wfill  proceed  and  execute  your  order  immediately. 

Colonel  Cruft  informs  me  that  he  has  no  troops  for  the  place 
named  in  your  orders.  I  have  a  company  which  we  have  conveyed 
up  and  who  volunteer  their  services.  I  shall  use  them  judiciously. 
Can  you  not  send  a  regiment  immediately  to  the  place  whither  I  am 
ordered?  Also  send  an  effective  regiment  to  the  various  locks  on 
Green  River,  which  control  that  river.  I  have  this  information  from 
Colonel  Cruft.  The  river  is  falling  and  gunboats  must  soon  leave. 
I  will  soon  see  you. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

General  Fremont. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Stembel,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  remain 

off  Owensboro  for  a  few  days. 

Owensboro,  [Ky.],  September  25,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  remain  off  this  place  for  a  few  days,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  any  disturbance  which  may  arise  here  from  evil-dis¬ 
posed  persons  against  the  Union  and  the  laws. 

When  the  river  falls  so  far  as  to  endanger  your  vessel  or  preventing 
her  reaching  Cairo  in  going  down  the  river,  you  will  immediately 
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proceed  to  Cairo,  and  report  yourself  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
that  post.  In  the  meantime  you  will  afford  all  needed  protection  to 
loyal  citizens  and  confer  with  the  military  officers  before  I' reaching! 
Cairo. 

You  will  direct  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  of  the  gunboat 
Conestoga ,  should  he  meet  you,  to  use  his  discretion  about  getting  out 
of  the  river  before  the  water  has  fallen  so  low  as  to  prevent  his  reach¬ 
ing  Paducah,  whither  he  will  return  and  report  himself,  when  leaving 
this  place,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  that  post. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 

Commander  Stembel, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding'  expedition. 

Owensboro,  Ivy.,  September  Bb,  1801. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  when  at 
Cairo,  on  the  22d  instant,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Major-General 
Fremont,  commanding  the  Western  Army,  directing  me  to  send  the 
gunboats  250  miles  up  the  Ohio  River  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging 
the  rebels,  said  to  be  in  force  at  Owensboro,  and  to  keep  the  river  open. 
On  the  23d  I  proceeded  in  person  up  the  river  in  the  gunboat  Lexing- 
ton ,  Commander  Stembel,  intending  at  Paducah  to  take  the  Cones¬ 
toga ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  us,  but  not  finding  the 
Conestoga  I  came  up  with  the  Lexington  alone.  We  have  passed  two 
or  three  secession  towns,  but  found  no  flags  displayed,  but  all  quiet 
on  the  river.  I  have  had  free  intercourse  with  the  Union  people  of 
Owensboro,  where  the  secession  feeling  is  strong,  but  no  disrespect 
has  been  manifested  toward  us  by  the  people.  I  have  telegraphed 
General  Fremont  for  a  regiment  to  be  stationed  here  to  protect  the 
Union  citizens  and  to  hold  the  place  against  any  attack,  as  it  is  an 
important  point,  and  to-day  I  have  telegraphed  the  governor  of 
Indiana  asking  for  500  more  troops  for  the  same  purpose.  I  shall 
direct  Commander  Stembel  to  lie  off  the  city  with  the  Lexington  until 
the  troops  arrive  or  the  river  falls  to  the  point  which  will  require  his 
leaving,  and  then  direct  him  to  proceed  to  Cairo  and  resume  his  duties 
at  that  place. 

I  leave  myself  for  St.  Louis  in  the  morning  to  resume  my  duties  in 
fitting  out  the  new  iron  casemated  gunboats,  which  will  require  my 
constant  exertions  to  prepare  and  to  have  the  men,  equipments,  stores, 
etc.,  ready  when  the  steamers  are  out  of  the  constructor’s  hands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

The  Conestoga ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  has  arrived  and 
will  remain  a  day  or  two  before  returning  to  Cairo.  Two  gunboats 
of  light  draft  of  water  are  greatly  needed  in  this  vicinity. 
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Report  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  to  the  Department  copy  of 
his  report  to  Major-General  Fremont,  U.  S.  Army. 

Owensboro,  September  26 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  report  to  General  Fremont,  referring 
to  the  gunboats  going  up  the  Ohio  River  250- miles  for  the  purpose 
of  dislodging  the  rebels  supposed  to  have  been  in  possession  of  Owens¬ 
boro.  and  to  keep  open  the  river  up  to  that  point. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington  City ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Owensboro,  September  25,  1861. 

General  :  Agreeable  to  your  orders  per  telegram  of  the  22d  instant, 
and  further  instructions  from  General  Grant,  commanding  at  Cairo, 
to  proceed  to  Owensboro  with  the  gunboats  for  the  purpose  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  Ohio  River  open  and  to  dislodge  the  rebels  supposed  to  have 
been  in  possession  of  that  place,  I  proceeded  to  Paducah  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  23d  in  the  steamer  Bee,  before  the  gunboat  Lexington, 
Commander  Stembel,  was  ready  to  leave  Cairo,  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  on  General  Smith  and  having  the  gunboat  Conestoga,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Phelps,  ready  on  the  arrival  of  the  Lexington 
to  accompany  me  up  the  river.  On  arriving  at  Paducah  I  ascertained 
from  General  Smith  that  the  Conestoga  had  gone  on  a  short  cruise; 
consequently  on  the  arrival  of  the  Lexington  I  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  her  alone  up  the  river,  taking  with  us  the  steamer  Bee, 
as  the  water  was  low  and  the  river  falling,  that  we  might  have  the 
means,  if  grounding,  of  getting  afloat  more  readily.  I  also  sent  the 
Bee  up  the  Cumberland  River  15  miles  in  a  vain  search  for  the  Cones¬ 
toga.  After  grounding  twice,  at  1  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
24tli  instant,  we  were  compelled  to  anchor  and  lie  over  till  8  a.  m., 
when,  in  company  with  the  Bee,  and  she  towing  us,  we  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  Evansville,  from  whence  I  telegraphed  you  at  11  p.  m. 
This  morning  (25th  instant)  we  reached  Owensboro,  found  no  bat¬ 
teries,  but  were  boarded  by  Colonel  McHenry,  who,  with  Colonel 
Hawkins,  had  each  a  skeleton  Kentucky  regiment  which  had  ar¬ 
rived  the  morning  previous.  I  sent  for  the  authorities  of  the  place 
and  directed  them  to  prevent  the  display  of  secession  flags.  A  strong 
disunion  sentiment  is  manifest  in  the  place,  but  no  disrespect  was 
offered  me,  although  I  have  been  much  among  the  people,  but  I  di¬ 
rected  Commander  Stembel  to  hold  as  little  communication  with  the 
shore  as  practicable.  The  colonels,  with  their  force  as  previously 
designed,  left  the  town  during  the  day,  although  I  strongly  impor¬ 
tuned  them  to  remain,  as  I  did  the  Cincinnati  company,  but  they 
declined  on  the  ground  of  not  being  properly  equipped,  nor  having 
been  mustered  into  the  service.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  the 
water  requiring  the  Lexington  soon  to  leave,  I  went  down  to  Evans¬ 
ville  in  the  steamer  Bee  and  telegraphed  to  Governor  Morton  at 
Vincennes,  Ind.,  asking  for  500  men  for  Owensboro.  If  I  get  no 
reply,  I  propose  telegraphing  General  Anderson  at  Louisville  for 
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the  same  number.  On  returning  to  Owensboro  in  the  evening  I  again 
communicated  with  the  shore,  after  which,  and  giving  my  orders  to 
Commander  Stembel  to  remain  till  the  low  water  required  him  to 
leave  in  order  to  reach  Cairo  safely,  I  ran  down  to  Evansville,  meet¬ 
ing  and  boarding  the  Conestoga  en  route  and  giving  her  instructions, 
and  here  have  telegraphed  to  General  Anderson  for  500  men  to  be 
sent  to  Owensboro. 

Having  done  all  in  my  power  in  this  quarter,  and  the  preparations 
of  the  gunboats  in  St.  Louis  demanding  my  immediate  attention,  I 
leave  for  that  place  at  10  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  trust  that  I  may  per¬ 
sonally  communicate  with  you  in  the  evening. 

In  haste,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  ete. 

Major-General  Fremont,* 

Commanding  Western  Army ,  St.  Louis. 


Report  of  Commander  W dike,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  expedition  to 
Lucas  Bend ,  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Lexington. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Norfolk ,  [d/<?.],  September  2 3 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  Agreeable  to  my  previous  notice,  I  proceeded  down  the  rivei 
yesterday  morning  to  reconnoiter,  in  company  with  the  Lexington , 
under  command  of  Commander  Stembel,  and  a  small  fleet,  with  a 
detachment  from  the 'army. 

I  went  as  far  as  Lucas  Bend,  throwing  an  occasional  shell  as  we 
proceeded;  but  meeting  with  no  response  nor  discovering  any  bat¬ 
teries  we  returned  to  Norfolk. 

The  Lexington  relieved  me  this  morning.  I  therefore  proceed  to  be 
docked  at  Mound  City  immediately. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  responding  to  the  request  of  the  latter  for  sea  duty. 

Navy  Department,  September  23,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  and  read  with  much  interest 
your  letter  of  the  7th  instant.  Of  your  zeal  and  ability  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  at  no  time  entertained  a  doubt,  nor  of  the  service  you  have 
rendered  under  great  and  almost  inconceivable  difficulties. 

When  the  Army  called  for  an  officer  to  be  attached  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  on  the  Mississippi  this  Department  detailed  you  for  the  service, 
and  any  change  made  did  not  originate  here.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
learn  that  Major-General  Fremont,  appreciating  the  value  of  your 
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labors,  has  invited  you  to  join  his  staff  since  the  arrival  of  Captain 
Foote  at  the  West.  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  requesting  orders 
for  sea  service,  has  been  received  and  will  receive  due  attention. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Letter  from,  Commander  Porter ,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Major-General 

Fremont ,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  difficulty  in  securing  pilots. 

St.  Louis,  September  23. 1861. 

Sir:  1  find  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  pilots  for  the  gunboats,  and 
respectfully  suggest  that  all  licensed  pilots  be  compelled,  within  a 
reasonable  time,  to  report  themselves  at  the  office  of  the  provost- 
marshal. 

The  pilots  are,  in  fact,  the  officers  of  the  Government,  and  their 
refusal  to  serve  is  an  act  of  treason. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Porter. 

Commander  and,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Ma j  or-General  Fremont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army ,  Western  Division. 


Letter  f  rom  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Lieutenant 
Sanford ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  responding  to  request  for  an  experienced- 
gunner. 

Navy  Department,  September  2 If,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  informs  you  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant  that  it  has  not  an  experienced  gunner  available  who  can 
be  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  as  requested. 

Some  men,  instructed  in  the  ordnance  department  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  yard,  left  for  St.  Louis  to-day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Acting  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Sanford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  L.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

T yler ,  regarding  progress  on  repairs  to  vessels . 

Gunboat  Tyler, 
Mound  City ,  September  26, 1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  salting  of  the  vessels  now  being- 
built  at  St.  Louis  and  Mound  City  as  a  great  preservative,  and  deemed 
hv  Mr.  Hamilton  and  others,  builders,  with  whom  I  have  conversed 
upon  the  subject,  as  of  vast  importance. 
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We  are  progressing  rapidly  with  the  repairs  and  alterations  of  the 
Tyler.  Her  bottom  was  in  bad  condition,  very  foul,  and  requires  con¬ 
siderable  overhauling  to  make  her  safe  for  the  service. 

The  alterations  and  additions  will  be  about  like  those  of  the  Lexing¬ 
ton  and  Conestoga.  I  shall  make  all  possible  speed  to  report  her 
ready  for  service,  and  shall  keep  General  Grant  advised  of  my 
progress.  I  have  made  arrangements  for  three  32-pounder  cannon  at 
Cairo,  subject  to  my  order;  one  I  intend  for  the  stern,  the  others  for 
forward  ports. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W  ALKE, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla ,  St.  Louis. 


[Telegram.] 

Owensboro,  September  26,  1861 . 

Sir:  The  gunboat  Lexington  is  at  Owensboro,  but  must  go  down 
the  river  in  two  days,  as  the  river  is  falling.  Five  hundred  troops 
are  wanted  immediately  at  Owensboro.  No  troops  are  there.  Gun¬ 
boat  may  have  to  leave  to-morrow  night.  Please  send  troops  to-day 
or  by  to-morrow  morning. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 

O.  P.  Morton, 

Indianapolis. 


[Telegram.] 


Evansville,  [Ind.],  September  26,  1861. 
Five  hundred  men  are  wanted  immediately  at  Owensboro,  as  there 
are  no  troops  there.  I  must  send  the  gunboats  now  there  down  the 
river,  as  the  river  is  falling.  I  have  telegraphed  to  St.  Louis  and 
Vincennes,  [Ind.],  for  troops,  but  have  no  means. 

Address  Colonel  Jones,  Evansville. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

General  Robert  Anderson, 

Louisville. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 

1:30  o'clock,  Saturday,  [ September  28,  1861. \ 
Sir:  Will  Captain  Foote  please  come  to  this  headquarters  as  soon 
as  possible,  to  give  General  Fremont  information  and  receive  his  ideas 
through  telegraph? 

J.  B.  Fremont. 
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[Telegram,  j 

Headquarters  Western  Department. 

Copy  of  dispatch  from  General  Fremont  received  at  8:30: 

I  will  give  attention  to  what  is  going  on  down  the  river.  Say  to  Captain 
Foote  that  I  wish  to  get  the  New  Era  up  by  lightening  her.  Tell  him  to  keep 
me  posted  with  his  ideas  about  Cairo.  Ask  Captain  Adams  about  getting  up 
the  New  Era. 

J.  B.  Fremont. 


Copy  of  telegram  from  General  Smith  at  Paducah : 

The  gunboat  Lexington  has  just  returned  from  Owensboro  and  reports  no 
enemy  there.  The  gunboat  Conestoga  is  now  at  Owensboro. 

C.  F.  Smith, 
Brigadier-General. 

I  shall  be  at  home  as  late  or  as  early  as  Captain  Foote  may  wish  to 
see  me. 

Any  intelligence  he  needs  from  the  general,  I  will  send  him  the 
news  at  once. 

J.  B.  F. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Rodgers , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  New  Era. 

St  Louis,  September  29 ,  1861. 

My  Dear  Captain:  I  send  you  by  Lieutenant  Shirk  the  enclosed 
telegram  from  General  Fremont. 

I  have  been  to  headquarters  to-day  and  sent  word  to  the  general 
that  the  New  Era  would  not  be  lightened  more  than  4  inches  prob¬ 
ably,  as  we  had  no  facility  for  getting  out  the  guns,  and  I  believed 
she  would  draw  4  feet  if  everything  was  taken  out  of  her,  and  there¬ 
fore  there  was  but  little  probability  of  getting  her  farther  up  the 
river.  It  was  also  asked  whether  he  wanted  the  boat  to  lie  where  she 
was  or  to  go  to  Cairo.  They  told  me  at  headquarters  that  the  general 
would  give  some  instructions,  probably  how  to  have  the  vessel  dis¬ 
posed  of,  in  the  event  of  you  not  getting  farther  up  the  river. 

Any  information  that  you  wish  to  communicate,  Lieutenant  Shirk 
will  bring  here  to  be  sent  to  the  general  by  telegram  or  by  letter.  I 
send  Lieutenant  Wilson  and  Mr.  Adams  as  intimated  in  my  letter  to 
General  Fremont. 

RcspeCAfvlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S a  Navy, 

TJ.  S.  Gv/hboat  New  Era. 
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Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  D.  A.  Raxford,  esq.,  ac¬ 
cepting  his  offer  to  secure  men  for  service  on  the  Western  waters. 

St.  Louis,  September  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  22d  instant,  containing  an  offer 
of  50  or  100  men  for  the  gunboat  service  on  the  Western  rivers. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  accept  your  offer,  and  will 
give  you  a  respectable  position,  such  a  one  as  will  satisfy  you. 

You  must  make  arrangements  to  have  the  men  transported  to  St. 
Louis  at  the  usual  rates ;  the  bill  for  their  transportation  will  be  set¬ 
tled  here. 

The  men  must  all  be  physically  sound,  and  you  must  tell  them 
that,  before  they  are  regularly  shipped  for  this  service,  they  have  to 
undergo  here  a  medical  examination  as  to  their  physical  soundness. 
Good  men  will  be  allowed  $18  per  month  and  one  ration.  I  shall 
write  to  Commodore  Paulding  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

_  A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Mr.  Denison  A.  Raxford, 

Burlington,  Vt. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Paulding,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  a  change  of  rendezvous. 

St.  Louis,  September  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  find  that  the  men  shipped  on  board  the  three  gunboats  in 
commission  are  receiving  $18  per  month,  whether  seamen,  ordinary 
seamen,  or  landsmen.  You  will  be  governed  accordingly  in  shipping 
men  in  future. 

I  have  opened  a  rendezvous  at  Cincinnati,  and  unless  you  get  a 
good  number  of  men  at  Detroit,  as  your  master’s  mates  seem  to  be 
so  incompetent,  you  had  better  close  that  rendezvous  and  ship  all  the 
men  at  Chicago. 

If  the  master’s  mates  are  of  no  service,  you  had  better  discharge 
them,  as  you  appointed  them. 

Send  the  next  draft  as  soon  as  you  think  best,  in  the  cheapest  man¬ 
ner.  The  board  bills  of  the  officers  must  be  paid  by  themselves,  and 
not  out  of  the  money  sent  you. 

You  should  address  all  your  letters  to  me,  as  I  can  only  be  known 
to  you  as  the  official  head  here.  It  is  the  rule  at  the  navy  yards  to 
address  all  letters  to  the  real  commandant,  although  it  may  be  known 
tliciti  Ti@  is  &bs6nt. 

The  acting  officer  for  the  time  being  opens  and  answers  all  letters 
addressed  to  the  chief  in  command. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Leonard  Paulding,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Chicago,  111. 
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Report  of  Commander  Walke ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  instructions  re¬ 
garding  various  matters  in  connection  with  work  upon  vessels. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Mound  City ,  September  30,  1861. 

Sir:  We  were  launched  from  the  ways  on  Saturday  and  are  pro¬ 
gressing  rapidly  with  alterations  and  additions  contemplated  by  Com¬ 
mander  Rodgers.  In  the  haste  necessary  for  the  conversion  of 
these  steamers  green  timber  was  used,  and,  in  consequence  of  much 
shrinkage,  the  water,  in  cleaning  the  main  decks,  finds  its  way  in  the 
hold.  It  is  very  essential  for  the  protection  of  the  magazine  and  the 
hold  generally  that  the  deck  be  calked.  The  sides  of  the  cabin  like¬ 
wise  require  calking  to  protect  the  officers  and  crew  from  the  weather. 

I  shall  therefore  have  it  done  by  our  own  crew  as  soon  as  I  receive 
the  oakum. 

In  order  to  facilitate  our  work  I  made  requisitions  on  quartermas¬ 
ter  at  Cairo  for  sundry  articles.  They  were  countersigned  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant,  but  in  consequence  of  the  articles  not  being  here  they 
were  forwarded  to  St.  Louis,  and  I  hope  will  be  responded  to  at  once. 

Do  you  desire  me  to  forward  all  requisitions  to  you  for  approval, 
or  shall  I  make  draft  on  the  quartermaster  for  such  articles  as  our 
immediate  wants  may  require,  as  heretofore  done  by  Commander 
Rodgers  ? 

The  river  men  here  think  it  would  be  safer,  cheaper,  and  quicker 
to  put  the  machinery  in  and  iron  plating  on  the  new  boats  here,  as 
the  prospect  of  low  water  at  this  season  of  the  year  between  Cairo  and 
St.  Louis  endangers  the  chances  of  getting  the  boats  from  St.  Louis  in 
time  for  service.  We  have  no  battle  lanterns.  Should  you  think 
them  requisite  for  our  service,  please  direct  me  in  what  manner  to 
obtain  them. 

The  Lexington  passed  down  the  river  on  Saturday  evening  and 
reported  the  Conestoga  in  the  neighborhood  of  Owensboro. 

I  am  having  tangent  sights  put  on  our  guns  by  the  armorer,  and 
have  been  promised  some  breech  screws  for  the  guns  by  General  Grant. 

I  have  on  board  fourteen  Ordnance  Manuals.  What  disposition 
shall  I  make  of  them? 

The  expense  of  altering  this  vessel  will  be  about  the  same  as  that 
of  the  Lexington ,  except  the  dockage.  We  have  no  boarding  pikes. 
Do  you  wish  me  to  have  them  made  for  the  gunboats? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  LI.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  letter  to  the 
Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army,  requesting  funds. 

St.  Louis,  October  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  To-day  I  have  made  another  requisition  on  the  Ordnance  De¬ 
partment  for  pistols,  cutlasses,  muskets,  powder,  etc.,  articles  which 
can  not  be  found  either  in  Pittsburg  or  elsewhere,  nor  had  from  the 
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Army  or  Navy,  or  from  any  other  source,  which  places  me  in  a  most 
embarrassing  position,  as  the  gunboats  will  be  ready  to  receive  these 
indispensable  equipments,  stores,  etc.,  before  they  are  ready,  or  even 
provision  made  to  obtain  them. 

We  are  providing  most  of  the  other  needed  articles  usually  fur¬ 
nished  at  the  navy  yard  from  private  sources  in  different  parts  of  the 
country. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  letter  addressed  to  Quartermaster-General 
Meigs  about  funds  required  for  the  gunboat  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

St.  Louis,  September  30, 1861. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  a  quartermaster  has  been  appointed  ex¬ 
clusively  for  the  gunboat  service,  I  have  to  request  that  a  sum  of 
$75,000  may  be  at  once  placed  at  his  disposal,  under  my  orders,  for 
the  speedy  outfits  of  the  flotilla  under  my  command.  The  officers 
and  crewrs  of  the  three  gunboats  already  in  commission  are  clamorous 
for  their  pay;  the  most  of  them  have  families  who  are  left  entirely 
destitute,  and  all  of  them  say  that  they  entered  this  service  under  the 
promise  of  being  paid  every  two  months. 

I  also  find  that  the  amount  of  necessary  clothing  for  the  crews 
will  come  to  about  $40,000,  besides  expenses  for  recruiting  men,  pay¬ 
ment  of  freight  and  transportation,  etc. 

I  find  it  also  very  difficult  to  get  men  to  enter  this  service  without 
giving  them  some  advance  to  pay  their  board  bills,  etc.  I  still  feel 
greatly  embarrassed  about  powder  and  small  arms,  having  been 
positively  refused  these  both  by  the  Army  and  Navy.  Upon  the 
suggestion  of  Commander  Rodgers,  I  have  written  to  Governor 
Morton,  of  Indiana,  and  asked  him  to  furnish  the  gunboat  flotilla 
with  75,000  pounds  jmwder. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  your  immediate  attention. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  FI.  Foote, 

Captain,  etc. 

Quartermaster-General  Meigs, 

W ashington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  October  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  think  there  will  be  no  active  service  requiring  your  services 
at  present.  I  will  telegraph  vou  if  important  movements  are  made. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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[  Telegram.  1 


St.  Louis,  October  1,  1861. 

Send  the  rifled  cannons  to  Cairo  and  not  to  St.  Louis. 

A.  H.  Foote. 


Colonel  Symington, 

Pittsburg  Arsenal. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Secretary  of  War , 
regarding  the  urgent  need  of  funds  for  the  gunboat  service. 

St.  Louis,  October  2, 1861. 

Sir:  Having  been  selected  to  command  the  United  States  naval 
forces  on  the  Western  waters  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  with 
the  Army  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Fremont,  I  beg  re¬ 
spectfully  to  ask  that  funds  may  be  placed  in  some  disbursing  officer’s 
hands,  subject  exclusively  to  my  orders  for  the  gunboat  service. 

The  want  of  getting  money  here  from  any  source  for  the  payment 
of  officers  and  crew  already  attached  to  this  service,  the  purchase  of 
stores  and  clothing,  payment  of  advance  to  men  shipped  for  this  serv¬ 
ice,  and  many  other  necessary  purchases  here  for  the  outfits  of  the 
same,  place  me  in  an  embarrassing  position,  besides  absoTbing  my 
time  and  diverting  my  attention  from  the  duties  with  which  I  am 
charged. 

I  have  therefore  written  a  letter  to  Quartermaster-General  Meigs 
on  this  subject,  and  requested  that  a  quartermaster  may  be  exclusively 
detailed  for  the  gunboat  service,  and  that  a  sum  of  $75,000  may  at 
once  be  placed  at  his  disposal,  in  order  to  fulfill  my  obligations  al¬ 
ready  entered  into  on  account  of  this  service  for  the  payment  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  crews  of  gunboats  already  in  commission,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  articles  immediately  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Conestoga ,  regarding  operations  in  the  Ohio  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Cairo ,  October  2,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  telegraphic  dispatch  to  Colonel  Jones,  or  Postmaster, 
Evansville,  to  direct  “  the  Lexington  and  this  vessel  to  proceed  to 
Cairo  immediately,”  I  received  at  2  o’clock  a.  m.,  Sunday  morning, 
while  lying  at  F rench  Island  Bar.  I  arrived  here  this  morning,  hav¬ 
ing  been  nearly  four  days  getting  over  the  bars.  The  vessel  was 
lightened  of  everything  except  the  guns. 

On  Friday  morning  (27th),  a  few  hours  after  we  arrived  at  Owens¬ 
boro,  a  skiff  came  down  from  Cannelton,  [Ind.],  with  reports  of  dis- 
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turbances  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  at  Hawesville.  Com¬ 
mander  Stembel  deemed  it  advisable  that  this  vessel  should  go  up  to 
the  point. 

I  found  a  few  citizens  of  foreign  birth,  miners,  at  Hawesville,  and 
nearly  the  only  Union  people  there,  who  had  crossed  to  Cannelton 
for  safety,  carrying  with  them  the  arms  furnished  by  Government 
for  their  defense,  and  much  alarmed,  but,  from  what  I  could  learn, 
of  leading  citizens  of  Cannelton,  needlessly  so.  I  saw  many  of  the 
people  of  Hawesville  and  received  assurances  of  the  peaceful  dis¬ 
position  of  all  parties,  as  well  as  of  the  safety  of  a  few  old  flintlock 
muskets  in  the  place.  I  feel  assured  that  the  principal  people  of 
Hawesville  had  not  contemplated  any  violence,  or  breach  of  the 
neighborhood  peace,  but  it  is  advisable  to  show  a  force  along  that 
section  of  the  river  from  time  to  time  as  the  secessionists  are  in  the 
majority  and  the  public  mind' much  agitated. 

There  is  no  Government  force  there  and  I  was  forced  out  of  the 
river  by  falling  water,  and  was,  therefore,  only  able  to  counsel  peace 
among  neighbors  and  to  give  hopes  of  support  to  Union  men  we 
were  not  likely  to  afford  on  account  of  a  low  river. 

Several  of  both  parties  went  up  on  this  boat  to  Cloverport,  where 
I  met  quite  a  number  of  citizens  of  all  shades  of  politics,  and,  I  am 
happy  to  report,  found  less  excitement,  the  Union  party  not  at  all 
alarmed,  and  no  arms  to  invite  invasion  by  marauding  parties  or 
create  neighborhood  contentions.  Companies  were  being  formed 
there  and  in  the  neighborhood  for  the  Government  service. 

I  returned  to  Owensboro  about  midnight.  The  Lexington  left  soon 
after ;  I  remained  till  Saturday  morning.  During  the  night  the  river 
fell  alarmingly ;  the  pilots  had  considered  it  safe  to  remain  till 
that  time,  but  the  sudden  increased  fall  left  about  3  inches  too  little 
water  for  the  vessel  at  the  first  bar,  and  the  delay  caused  in  getting 
over  gave  time  for  further  falling. 

The  river  is  swollen  very  much  above,  so  that  there  is  no  want  of 
water  now.  General  Grant,  on  my  reporting  to  him,  at  once  stated 
that  he  had  no  special  use  for  the  vessel  in  this  neighborhood,  and 
would  prefer  that  she  were  above,  along  the  Kentucky  shore,  and  on 
his  suggestion  I  telegraphed  to  you  yesterday.  _ 

We  last  evening  had  a  reconnoissance  down  the  river  to  within  2 
miles  of  the  batteries  above  Columbus.  The  Jeff  Davis ,  lying  a  half 
mile  above,  immediately  ran  down  a  half  mile  below  the  batteries. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  TI.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  supply  of  efficient 
officers  for  the  needs  of  his  command. 

St.  Louis,  October  3 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  several  applications  from  men,  and  some  of  them 
recommended  by  the  Department,  to  assist  me  in  fitting  out  the  gun¬ 
boat  flotilla. 
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I  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  already  selected 
efficient  officers  for  the  several  gunboats;  and  these,  with  the  navy 
officers  already  detailed  for  this  service,  are  sufficient;  and  in  fact  any 
further  assistance  is  not  required,  but  would  prove  rather  embar¬ 
rassing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington.  D.  C . 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
McKeever ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  instructions  given  to  the  V .  S.  S. 
New  Era, 


St.  Louis,  October  h,  1861. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  the  instructions  of  the  major-general  command¬ 
ing,  I  will  instruct  the  officer  commanding  the  New  Era  to  proceed  to 
Paducah  and  report  to  Brigadier-General  Smith,  after  having  landed 
the  field  howitzer,  etc.,  at  Cape  Girardeau.  There  is  some  doubt  about 
the  depth  of  water,  which,  of  course,  must  govern  the  movements 
of  the  gunboat. 

It  will  not  be  convenient  to  take  the  pioneer  company  aboard  the 
New  Era ,  as  she  has  hardly  accommodations  for  her  own  men ;  besides, 
the  water  is  so  low,  that  the  vessel  can  not  run  at  night,  and  she  will 
not  be  able  to  leave  till  late  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 


Assistant  Adjutant-General  McKeever. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Porter ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  New  Era  and 

proceed  to  Paducah ,  Ky. 

St.  Louis,  October  4, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  assume,  temporarily,  the  command  of  the  gunboat 
New  Era ,  now  in  charge  of  Commander  Rodgers,  and  proceed  with 
her  to  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  report  yourself  to  General  Smith,  command¬ 
ing  the  army  division  at  that  place,  who  will  give  you  further 
instructions. 

On  your  passage  to  Paducah  you  will  touch  at  Cape  Girardeau 
and  land  a  howitzer  belonging  to  that  port,  communicating  with  the 
commanding  officer  there ;  and  from  thence  you  will  proceed  to  Cairo 
and  report  yourself  to  General  Grant,  commanding  the  army  division 
at  that  point. 

In  case  of  an  attack  being  apprehended  on  Paducah  or  elsewhere, 
you  will  please  inform  me  immediately  by  telegraph.  You  will  also 
make  all  communications  of  a  public  nature  direct  to  me,  at  the  same 
time  fully  conferring  with,  and  carrying  out  as  far  as  practicable, 
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the  views  and  directions  of  the  commanding  general  at  the  post 
where  you  are  stationed. 

You  are  fully  aware  that  we  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  coopera¬ 
ting  with,  and  under  the  directions  of,  the  commanding  general  of 
the  Western  army,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall  prove  an 
auxiliary  power,  enabling  the  army  to  succeed  in  an  enterprise  which 
might  fail  without  the  naval  cooperation. 

You  will  receive  with  this  a  copy  of  a  general  order  for  your 
guidance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  etc. 

Commander  AY.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  TV  dike,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  obtaining  of  certain  supplies. 

St.  Louis,  October  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  instant.  I  had  already 
been  informed  of  the  disagreeable  fact  that  the  drafts  had  not  been 
paid,  as  Captain  Turnley  had  paid  out  all  his  money,  forgetting  his 
written  certificate  to  us,  to  honor  our  drafts  to  the  amount  of  $5,000. 
I  feel  highly  mortified  at  such  proceedings,  and  have  laid  the  whole 
matter  before  General  Fremont. 

I  can  not  furnish  you  with  any  funds  at  present,  but  I  trust  that 
I  will  be  able  to  do  so  in  a  few  days.  Yrou  may  get  the  lard  and  coal 
oil  from  Cincinnati,  and  have  the  bills  sent  to  St.  Louis  for  payment. 

You  may  discharge  Jos.  Evans,  carpenter’s  mate,  if  not  in  debt  to 
the  Government. 

You  may  make  such  arrangements  for  heating  your  vessel  as  you 
think  best,  with  a  due  regard  to  comfort  and  economy. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  H.  bOOTE, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  H.  AAAlke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  V .  S.  Gunboat  Tyler,  Cairo. 

p.  S. _ You  will  ship  all  the  men  that  you  can  at  Cairo  for  the  gun¬ 

boat  service.  Please  to  inform  all  the  other  commanders  at  Cairo 

to  do  the  same.  .  TT  _ 

A.  H.  booTE, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Cammander  Perry,  U.  S. 
Navy  to  proceed  to  Cairo,  III.,  and  assume  charge  of  ordnance 
equipments  and  stores. 

1  1  St.  Louis,  October  5,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cairo  and  report  yourself  to  General 
Grant,  commanding  that  division  of  the  Army,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  and  taking  charge  of  ordnance  and  all  other  equipments  and 
stores  for  the  gunboat  flotilla. 
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You  will  have  for  this  purpose,  on  application  to  General  Grant, 
such  a  portion  of  the  Graham ,  wharfboat,  lying  at  Cairo,  as  may  be 
necessary.  \  ou  will  not  deliver  any  of  the  stores  in  your  charge  to 
any  person  except  by  a  special  order  of  the  commanding  general  or 
myself.  When  the  guns  arrive,  you  will  be  careful  to  have  them 
placed  in  the  boat  and  guarded,  as  already  we  find  that  evil-minded 
persons  have  made  attempts  to  render  them  useless. 

The  ordnance  equipments  and  stores  arriving  at  Cairo  were  never 
specially  designed  for  the  new  gunboats.  Any  assistance  you  may 
require  will  be  furnished  if  practicable  by  the  gunboat  at  Cairo,  or, 
if  necessary,  from  other  sources,  at  your  good  discretion.  You  will 
please  inform  me  by  telegram  whenever  any  hostile  movement  is 
apprehended,  and  keep  me  informed  by  letter  of  anything  of  interest. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Commander  Roger  Perry,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Letter ' ■  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Quartermaster-General 
Meigs ,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  funds  required  for  the  gunboat 
service. 


Sir:  The  sum  of  $130,000  is  required  for  the  use  of  the  gunboat 
service  according  to  the  following  estimates : 


For  ten  gunboats,  15,000  men. 

For  arrears  of  wages  due  officers  and  men  of  gunboats  in  commission _ 

For  the  payment  of  advances  to  recruits  and  expenses  for  said  service _ 

For  the  purchase  of  clothing _ 

For  the  purchase  of  small  stores _ 

For  the  purchase  of  outfits,  viz,  anchors,  chains,  hawsers,  hammocks, 
and  bags,  coal,  engineers  ’and  carpenters’  stores,  and  other  contingent 
repairs  and  supplies _ 


$12,000 

15,000 

45,000 

8,000 


50,000 


Total  -  130,000 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  FI.  Foote, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  etc. 

Quartermaster-General  Meigs, 

Washington  D.  C. 


Engagement  between  the  U.  S.  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington  and 
Confederate  batteries  near  Columbus,  Ky.,  October  7,  1861. 

Report  of  Captain  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Walke 

TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Cairo,  III.,  October  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  a  report  from  Commander  Walke,  on  the 
7th  instant,  of  a  reconnoissance  and  skirmish  betwen  the  gunboats 
1  yler  and  Lexington  and  the  rebel  batteries  near  Columbus." 
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I  proceeded  from  St.  Louis  to  this  place  on  the  7th  instant  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  another  short  cruise  in  the  gunboats,  but  General 
Grant,  the  commanding  general  of  the  army  division,  learning  that 
the  rebels  were  planting  masked  batteries  near  his  lines,  had  dis¬ 
patched  the  gunboats  down  the  river  before  my  arrival,  with  the 
result  as  shown  in  the  enclosed  report. 

Having  been  up  to  Mound  City  in  the  gunboat  Lexington  since 
my  arrival,  and  there  inspected  three  of  the  new  gunboats  building, 
and  having  at  this  place  made  arrangements  for  storage  of  articles 
required  for  the  flotilla,  and  communicated  with  the  commanding 
general,  who  represents  everything  quiet,  I  intend  returning  to 
St.  Louis  to-morrow,  and  there  make  further  preparations  for  fitting 
out  the  new  gunboats  as  soon  as  they  are  turned  over  from  the  con¬ 
tractor’s  hands. 

I  am  still  excedingly  embarrassed  for  want  of  money,  powder,  and 
small  arms,  which,  if  not  soon  furnished,  must  prevent  the  new  gun¬ 
boats  being  fitted  out  in  time  for  active  operations  this  season. 

I  have  assigned  Commander  Porter  to  the  command  of  the  new 
gunboat  New  Era ,  lately  fitted  out  with  9-inch  guns,  who,  with  his 
boat,  arrived  here  this  morning,  en  route  for  Paducah.  Officers  are 
thus  assigned: 

Captain  Foote,  superintending  the  preparations  for  the  seven  new 
gunboats  and  cruising  in  the  gunboats  now  in  commission  when 
special  service  is  called  for. 

Commander  Porter,  in  the  New  Era. 

Commander  Stembel,  in  the  Lexington. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  in  the  Conestoga. 

Commander  Walke,  in  the  Tyler. 

These  boats  are  at  Paducah,  cruising  in  the  Ohio  River,  and  at 
Cairo  and  Mound  City,  severally,  and  are  ready  to  be  sent  to  any 
other  point  required. 

Commander  Hazard,  shipping  men  at  Cincinnati. 

Commander  Perry,  in  charge  of  wharf  boat  receiving  stores  at 
Cairo. 

Commander  Pennock,  in  charge  of  receiving  ship  here. 

Commander  Winslow,  assisting  in  obtaining  stores,  etc.,  from  the 
East. 

Commander  Kilty,  in  delicate  health,  but  supervising  my  work 
here  in  my  absence. 

Lieutenant  Shirk,  in  the  receiving  ship. 

Lieutenant  Wilson,  assisting  Lieutenant  Sanford,  the  ordnance 
officer  of  the  flotilla. 

Lieutenant  Bishop,  the  executive  officer  of  the  gunboat  Tyler. 

I  am  frequently  called  upon  for  my  views  on  matters  pertaining 
to  the  flotilla  by  General  Fremont,  which,  with  my  duties  in  fitting 
out  the  flotilla  or  preparing  to  do  so,  necessarily  keeps  me  from 
being  afloat  as  much  as  I  should  otherwise  desire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


362 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Mound  City ,  October  7, 1861. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  General  Grant,  commanding  Division 
Southeast  Missouri,  I  proceeded  down  the  river  with  the  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boats  Tyler  and  the  Lexington ,  under  Commander  Stembel,  for  the 
purpose  of  reconnoitering  the  position  of  the  enemy  so  far  as  prac¬ 
ticable.  When  approaching  the  head  of  Iron  Bluffs  [Bank],  we  dis¬ 
covered  the  rebel  steamer  Jeff  Davis ,  but  could  not  get  near  enough  to 
be  of  effective  service.  Proceeding  on  till  we  came  within  view  of 
their  batteries,  about  2  miles  above  Columbus,  we  opened  on  them 
and  succeeded  in  drawing  fire  from  five  or  six  of  their  batteries,  some 
of  which  proved  to  be  mounted  with  rifled  cannon.  Several  of  their 
shots  passed  over  us,  one  of  which  fell  within  a  few  feet  of  the  bow. 
Not  considering  ourselves  strong  enough  to  cope  with  their  rifled 
cannon,  we  rounded  to  and  returned  to  Cairo.  When  near  the  front 
of  Lucas  Bend,  the  Lexington  and  ourselves  fired  several  shell  into 
Camp  Belmont.  They  returned  fire  from  their  batteries,  but  subse¬ 
quently  seemed  to  have  been  silenced,  and  brought  out  their  fire  from 
the  Kentucky  shore. 

On  our  return  we  brought  away  two  flatboats  lying  just  above 
Norfolk  and  delivered  them  over  to  General  Grant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W ALICE, 

Commander ,  U .  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Walke,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tyler,  requesting  the  services  of  that  vessel. 

Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  October  6 , 1861. 

Captain  :  The  services  of  your  gunboat  being  much  required,  I  will 
be  much  obliged  if  you  will  report  with  her  for  service  in  the  morning. 
Kespectfully,  yours, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-  General ,  C ommancling . 

Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Tyler ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Walke,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
to  reconnoiter  the  position  of  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  October  7,  1861. 

Captain.  You  will  proceed  down  the  river  to-day  with  gunboats 
Tyler  and  Lexington  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  the  position 
of  the  enemy,  so  far  as  practicable. 
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It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  has  a  masked  battery 
some  three  miles  above  Columbus,  on  the  Kentucky  shore.  I  do  not 
credit  the  report,  but  it  would  be  desirable  to  advance  cautiously. 
Yours,  etc., 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

[Commander  H.  Walke, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler. ] 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Ffevy.  commanding-  TJ.  S.  S.  Tyler. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Cairo ,  III.,  October  7,  1861. 

General:  Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  this  morning,  I  proceeded 
down  the  river  with  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Tyler  and  the  Lexington  under 
Commander  Stembel,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  the  position 
of  the  enemy  so  far  as  practicable. 

When  approaching  the  head  of  Iron  Bluffs  [Bank],  we  saw  the 
rebel  steamer  Jeff  Davis,  but  could  not  get  near  enough  to  be  of  effect¬ 
ive  service.  Proceeding  on  till  we  came  in  sight  of  their  batteries 
about  two  miles  above  Columbus,  we  opened  on  them  and  succeeded 
in  drawing  the  fires  of  five  of  their  batteries,  some  of  which  proved 
to  be  mounted  with  rifled  cannon. 

Four  of  their  shots  passed  over  us,  one  of  them  coming  within  50 
feet  of  the  bow. 

Not  feeling  ourselves  strong  enough  to  contend  with  their  rifled 
cannon,  we  rounded  to  and  returned  to  Cairo. 

When  near  the  foot  of  Lucas  Bend,  the  Lexington  and  ourselves 
fired  several  shells  into  Camp  Belmont,  from  which  they  returned  fires 
from  their  batteries,  and  on  our  return,  just  below  Norfolk,  we 
brought  away  two  flatboats,  which  we  deliver  subject  to  your  order. 

=  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

C ommanding  Southeastern  Missouri  District ,  Cairo. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  his  intended  departure  for 

Cairo ,  III.,  for  a  short  time. 

St  Louis,  October  7, 1861. 

Sir:  For  the  information  of  General  Fremont,  commanding  the 
Western  Department  of  the  Army,  I  inform  you  that  I  purpose  going 
to  Cairo  this  day  to  attend  to  matters  there  requiring  my  personal 
attention.  I  shall  probably  return  on  Wednesday  evening. 

1,/im  informed  by  our  ordnance  officers  that  our  guns  sent  specially 
for  the  flotilla  are"  being  removed  from  the  arsenal  to  the  batteries. 
I  presume  that  this  is  a  mistake,  and  request  that  you  may  give  such 
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orders  as  will  prevent  their  being  used  for  any  purpose  except  that 
for  which  they  were  designed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  Citauncey  McKeever, 

Headquarters  TJ .  8.  Army ,  Western  Department. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  enlistment 

of  men  along  the  Ohio  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Evansville ,  October  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  could  enlist  about  100  men  along  the  river  in  this  section, 
and  those  generally  of  a  good  class.  We  can  not  accommodate  more 
than  I  have  on  board;  there  is  more  than  a  complement  already,  and 
the  ship  is  not  provided  with  anything  to  serve  them. 

Can  I  enlist  men  and  make  arrangements  for  their  board  till  the 
number  is  great  enough  to  send  them  on  to  the  receiving  ship  at  St. 
Louis  or  to  the  gunboats  at  Cairo  ? 

I  might  take  them  on  board  here ;  when  the  number  becomes  large, 
run  down  to  Paducah,  and  there  transfer  them  to  the  Government 
steamer  for  Cairo. 

I  have  told  numbers  of  applicants  that  I  should  correspond  wTith 
you  about  this  matter  and  would  probably  be  able  to  answer  them  in 
four  or  five  days. 

The  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers  still  remain  too  low  for  us 
to  ascend  them. 

We  returned  from  Hawes ville  and  Owensboro  last  evening.  There 
are  reports  of  trouble  still  higher  up,  but  not  reliable  ones. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces, 

Western  Waters,  8t.  Louis,  Mo. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  intended  departure  for  Jef¬ 
ferson  City,  Mo.,  for  a  conference  with  the  commanding  general. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  9, 1861. 

Sir  :  On  my  return  from  Cairo  this  evening  I  found  a  telegram 
from  General  Fremont,  requiring  me  to  join  him  to-morrow  at  Jeffer¬ 
son  City  or  beyond  that  place.  This  I  regret,  as  my  time  is  so  im¬ 
portant.  I  accordingly  leave  early  to-morrow  morning  to  confer  with 
the  general  commanding  the  Western  division  of  the  Army.  I  am 
overpressed  with  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 
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P.  S. — I  learn  with  great  regret  that  Commander  Hazard,  now  in 
Cincinnati  shipping  men,  is  detached.  Commander  Winslow  will 
relieve  him  there.  If  more  good  officers  are  detached,  I  fear  that,  with 
the  press  of  work,  I  can  not  meet  the  expectations  of  the  Government. 

A.  H.  F. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander 
I Valke,  U.  S .  Navy ,  requesting  the  services  of  a  gunboat. 

Headquarters  District  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  October  9 , 1861. 

Captain  :  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  services  of  your  gunboat 
to-morrow.  Can  you  come  down  to-night? 

Respectfully,  yours, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier- General ,  C ommanding. 

Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C ommanding  Gunboat  A.  0 .  Tyler ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Report  of  Commander  Kilty ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the  expiration 
of  the  contract  for  the  building  of  gunboats. 

St.  Louis,  October  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  been  instructed  by  Captain  Foote,  who  has  gone  to 
Jefferson  City,  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  time  within  which 
the  seven  gunboats  were  by  contract  to  have  been  finished  expires 
to-day  and  that  the  boats  are  not  yet  completed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  FI.  Ivilty, 

-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Instructions  from  Major-General  Fremont ,  commanding ,  to  Captain 
Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  exclusive  control  of  feet  of  trans¬ 
port  steamers. 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Camp  Asboth ,  near  Tipton ,  Mo .,  October  11,  186M 
Sir*  Major-General  Fremont  directs  that  the  fleet  of  transport 
steamers  shall  be  under  your  exclusive  control  and  direction,  when¬ 
ever  vou  shall  desire  to  assume  command  thereof.  A  o  obstacle  ot  any 
kind  is  to  prevent  your  moving  with  part  or  the  whole  of  your  fleet, 
whenever  in  your  discretion  it  may  be  necessary.  c 

Instructions  will  be  given  to  Major  Allen, _  quartermaster,  U  S. 
Army,  at  St.  Louis,  to  meet  promptly  your  requisitions,  and  Mr.  Gates 
will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty.  Captain  Callender,  ord¬ 
nance  corps,  will  be  ordered  to  fill  your  requisitions,  and  Captain 
McKeever,  assistant  adjutant-general,  will  also  be  directed  to  see  that 
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all  your  wants  are  met.  Captain  Mclveever  will  discharge  suitable 
men  in  the  ranks  wishing  to  enlist  in  the  Navy. 

Respectfully, 

J.  H.  Eaton, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote. 


Order  from  M ajor-Genreal  Fremont ,  commanding ,  to  Captain  Foote , 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  entire  floating  expedition 
down  the  Mississippi  River. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Camp  near  Tipton ,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  officer,  man,  and  equip,  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
not  only  the _  twelve  gunboats  proper,  designed  for  the  Mississippi 
Flotilla,  but  in  addition  to  them  you  will  take  charge  of  and  jirepare 
for  immediate  active  service,  likewise,  the  mortar  boats,  propellers, 
transports,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  entire  floated  expedition  down  the 
Mississippi  River ;  and  you  will  also  consider  yourself  in  charge  of 
and  commanding,  this  expedition. 


J.  C.  Fremont, 

.  Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  West  Department ,  St.  Louis. 


Report  of  C ommander  11  alke,  U .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S 
Tyler,  regarding  convoy  duty  performed  by  that  vessel  and' the 
U .  S.  S.  Lexington. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Mound  City ,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  morning,  at  the 
request  of  General  Grant,  I  proceeded  down  the  Mississippi  as  far  as 
Hunters  farm  with  the  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  under  Com¬ 
mander  Stem  be  1,  as  convoy  to  the  Aleck  Scott,  with  a  regiment  under 
Colonel  Lawler  on  board,  and  a  flatboat  in  tow.  Coloner  Lawler  took 

a  quantity  of  cord  wood  in  charge,  after  which  we  all  returned  to 
Cairo. 

The  rebel  stern-wheel  steamer  remained  in  sight  at  the  foot  of 
Lucas  Bend  out  of  gunshot  a  good  part  of  the  time,  but  we  made 
no  demonstration  and  expended  no  ammunition. 

On  my  return  I  made  a  verbal  report  to  General  Grant,  and 
repaired  immediately  to  this  city. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


H.  Walke, 

„  ,  .  .  ^  Commander,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 
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Order  of  Commander  Kilty ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga,  regarding  the  shipping  of 
men  on  the  Ohio  River. 


St.  Louis,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  about  shipping 
men  for  gunboat  service;  also  your  requisitions  for  clothing. 

As  regards  the  shipping  of  men,  you  are  authorized  to  ship  as  many 
as  you  can  accommodate  on  board  your  vessel,  or  as  many  as  you  can 
send  to  Cairo  or  St.  Louis.  The  Government  will  pay  for  their  trans¬ 
portation.  The  men  should  be  sent  in  charge  of  some  responsible  per¬ 
son,  and  on  their  arrival  be  immediately  transferred  to  the  squadron 
at  Cairo  or  to  the  receiving  ship  Nebraska,  here. 

Your  requisition  for  clothing  will  be  attended  to  in  due  time. 

I  have  also  received  an  application  from  your  pilot,  Mr.  A.  M. 
Jordan,  asking  for  leave  of  absence;  this  matter  will  be  referred 
to  Captain  Foote  on  his  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

A.  H.  Kilty, 

C ommanding  Officer  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga,  Evansville,  \_Indl\. 


Report  of  Commander  Winslow,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  charter 

of  the  steamer  Emerald. 

Cincinnati,  October  If,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  contract  agreed  upon  for  charter  of  the 
steamboat  Emerald.  Captain  TV  illiamson  will  offer  for  freight  up 
to  the  19th  and  sail  for  St.  Louis,  to  be  ready  to  hand  over  the  steam¬ 
boat  on  the  25th  instant. 

I  consider  the  charter  to  be  very  favorable  to  the  Government.  The 
boat  is  well  equipped  for  a  winter  service,  and  will  berth,  by  using  the 
hold,  some  five  or  six  hundred  men.. 

I  can  not  report  any  success  in  shipping.  We  have  as  yet  shipped 
but  one  man,  and  the  result  proves  that  the  many  stories  circulated  of 
the  number  of  men  who  could  be  obtained  have  come  from  interested 
parties,  who  now  qualify  their  representations  by  stating  if  they 
could  obtain  an  officer’s  situation  they  would  bring  men,  etc.  I  have 
no  hopes  that  the  future  in  this  respect  will  be  more  propitious  than 
the  past.  Under  these  circumstances  I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  instruc¬ 
tions  for  my  guidance. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Winslow, 

Commander. 


Captain  A.  H.  Foote. 
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Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Winslow,  U.  8. 

Navy,  to  close  the  rendezvous  at  Cincinnati. 

St.  Louis,  October  15, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  con¬ 
tract  of  the  boat,  which  is  to  be  delivered  to  us  by  the  25th  instant, 
which  is  approved ;  also  stating  the  ill  success  in  shipping  men. 

You  may  close  the  rendezvous  for  shipping  men,  so  as  to  return  for 
duty  here  by  the  time  the  newly  chartered  steamer  leaves  for  this 
place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  U.  8.  Navy,  etc. 

Commander  J.  A.  Winslow,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Quartermaster -General 
Meigs,  U.  8.  Army,  reguesting  instructions  in  view  of  expiration 
of  contract  time  for  construction  of  vessels. 

St.  Louis,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  10th  instant  the  time  specified  in  the  contract  for  the 
completion  of  the  seven  new  gunboats  expired,  and  the  boats  were  not 
ready  for  delivery.  I  ask  for  further  instructions  in  relation  to 
receiving  these  boats.  I  was  absent  from  the  city,  in  camp  with 
General  Fremont  at  Tipton  on  the  10th  instant  by  his  order,  else 
I  should  have  reported  this  matter  wdien  the  time  specified  for  the 
delivery  of  the  gunboats  had  expired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  etc. 

Quartermaster-General  Meigs, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


T.etter  from  Captain  Foote,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Frem,ont, 
U.  8.  Army,  requesting  tenders  for  the  gunboats. 

St.  Louis,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  When  the  gunboats  now  on  the  stocks  are  completed,  there 
will  be  twelve  in  number.  It  will  be  a  great  accommodation  and 
render  the  boats  more  effective  if  we  can  have  one  small  propeller  as 
a  tender  for  three  of  the  gunboats.  Therefore  I  respectfully  request 
that  we  may  be  provided  with  four  of  these  propellers  as  tenders  to 
the  twelve  gunboats. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  etc. 

Major-General  Fremont, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West. 
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Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Callender ,  U.  S. 

Army,  introducing  the  ordnance  officer  of  the  flotilla. 

St.  Louis,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Sanford,  ordnance  officer  of  the  flotilla,  to  whom 
I  wish  to  introduce  you,  will,  by  direction  of  General  Fremont, 
through  me,  have  to  consult  with  you  occasionally  in  reference  to  the 
ordnance  equipment  of  the  flotilla.  This  flotilla  belongs  to  the  Army 
and  will  have  to  look  to  the  Army  for  its  stores,  etc..,  and  you  will 
much  oblige  me  by  aiding  the  views  of  General  Fremont  as  far  as  it 
lies  in  your  power.  General  Fremont  has  given  me  written  authority 
to  call  on  officers  here  and  at  Cairo  for  such  things  as  I  deem  neces¬ 
sary,  and  has  informed  me  that  he  will  give  directions  to  officers  of 
different  departments  to  that  effect. 

%  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  etc. 

Captain  Callender,  U.  S.  Army, 

St.  Louis  Arsenal. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  October  16, 1861. 

Say  to  General  Grant  that  the  Montgomery  will  not  answer  for  our 
stores,  and  that  I  hope  that  he  will  let  us  have  the  wharf  boat  Gra¬ 
ham,  as  the  commissary  can  be  accommodated  on  shore  better  than 
we  can  be.  Have  the  articles  and  stores  contracted  for  well  exam¬ 
ined,  and  send  me  a  list  of  things  received. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Commander  Roger  Perry, 

Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Fremont , 
TJ .  S.  Army,  regarding  the  manning  of  the  mortar  boats. 

St.  Louis,  October  16,  1861. 

General  :  I  find  that  nothing  has  been  done  of  late  toward  pre¬ 
paring  the  mortar  boats,  but  we  have  written  to  Pittsburg  to  go  on 
with  them  as  fast  as  possible,  and  intend  to  have  them  ready  as  soon 
as  the  boats  are  prepared  for  them.  I  am  making  arrangements  to 
clothe  and  provision  the  men  which  these  mortar  boats  will  require, 
and  for  this  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  call  upon  the  Army  for 
men,  and  also  for  some  experienced  officers,  as  we  have  barely  officers 
sufficient  to  command  our  gunboats  proper. 

I  propose  that  the  men  attached  to  the  mortar  boats  and  vessels 
towing  them  shall  be  served  rations  and  clothing  under  the  Army 
Regulations,  while  we  in  the  gunboats  keep  our  accounts,  rations, 
clothing,  etc.,  according  to  navy  forms;  otherwise  the  two  branches 
n  w  e — vol  22 - 24 
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will  clash,  and,  in  fact,  now  there  is  no  time  nor  means  to  have  the 
mortar  service  organized  on  the  plan  of  the  gunboats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy,  etc. 

Major-General  Fremont, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  October  17, 1861. 

General  Grant  states  that  he  has  all  available  storage  and  store 
occupied.  [To]  give  us  the  wharf  boat  would  oblige  him  to  place  all 
commissary  stores  on  the  wharf,  unprotected  from  the  weather.  Are 
the  ten  rifled  cannon  intended  for  us  ? 

Roger  Perrt, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  A.  H.  Foote, 

Planter’s  House. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Perry,  U.  S. 
d  avy,  regarding,  the  need  of  the  wharf  boat  for  prompt  equipment 
of  vessels  at  Cairo. 


St.  Louis,  October  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  telegram  of  yesterday,  stating  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  says  that  all  available  storage  on  shore  is  occupied,  and 
that  if  he  should  give  us  the  wharf  boat  the  commissary  stores  must 
be  turned  out  on  the  wharf  unprotected. 

In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  written  to  General  Fre¬ 
mont,  and  referred  the  matter  to  his  decision.  We  must  have  our 
stores  afloat,  and  the  steamer  M ontg ornery ,  chartered  by  General 
Grant,  is  considered  unsafe  as  a  depot' for  that  purpose. 

We  ought  to  have  every  facility  rendered  us  to  equip  with  dis¬ 
patch  our  boats  at  Cairo,  which  can  not  be  done  unless  we  have  the 
Graham ,  wharf  boat,  as  originally  intended.  I  make  the  statement, 
that  you  may  show  it  to  General  Grant,  and  thus  relieve  myself  from 
the  responsibility  of  any  detention  in  fitting  out  the  gunboats  at 
Cairo,  so  far  as  it  may  occur  in  consequence  of  being  deprived  of  the 
boat  originally  intended  for  that  purpose. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


A.  H.  Foote, 

„  ,  ^  _  Captain,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Commander  R.  Perry,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo,  111. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Plielps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U .  S.  S. 
Conestoga ,  regarding  service  performed  by  that  vessel  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Cumberland  rivers. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Paducah ,  October  18, 1861. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  proper  to  make  a  report  to  you  of  the  service  in 
which  this  vessel  has  been  engaged  since  its  return  from  Cairo,  on 
the  2d  instant,  to  resume  duty  at  Paducah  and  on  the  rivers  above. 

On  the  3d  I  went  up  the  Tennessee,  by  General  Smith’s  request,  as 
far  as  the  stage  of  water  would  permit,  and  on  the  4th  proceeded  up 
the  Ohio,  and  was  employed  between  Henderson  and  Hawesville  till 
the  11th,  when  I  returned  to  this  place.  On  the  following  day  we 
ascended  the  Tennessee  River  to  near  Fort  Henry,  where  we  lay  over¬ 
night.  The  next  morning  I  examined  the  fort  carefully  at  a  distance 
of  from  2  to  24  miles,  the  rebels  not  opening  fire  upon  us.  One  mile 
below  a  small  body  of  men  had  fired  at  the  vessel  with  small  arms, 
but  a  shot  put  an  end  to  further  demonstrations  of  the  kind. 

The  fortification  is  quite  an  extensive  work  and  armed  with  heavy 
guns,  mounted  en  barbette,  and  garrisoned  by  a  considerable  force. 
It  is  situated  about  1|  miles  above  the  head  of  Panther  Creek  Island 
and  where  the  Tennessee  State  line  leaves  the  right  bank  and  crosses 
the  river.  There  is  no  channel  upon  one  side  of  the  island  (western), 
and  a  narrow  and  somewhat  crooked  one  upon  the  other,  which  con¬ 
tinues  so  till  within  a  mile  of  the  fort,  where  the  water  becomes  of  a 
good  depth  from  bank  to  bank,  some  600  yards. 

It  is  credibly  reported  that  the  rebels,  at  a  point  5  miles  above  the 
fort,  are  converting  three  steamers  into  gunboats  and  are  plating  them 
with  iron.  There  are  extensive  ironworks  on  the  river.  They  have 
one  of  the  finest  and  fastest  steamers  in  the  West — the  Eastman.  If 
desirable,  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to  render  their  boats  almost  useless 
by  obstructing  the  river  channel  in  a  narrow  spot  a  few  miles  above 
this  city.  General  Smith  has  spoken  of  doing  this. 

On  the  14th  instant  I  entered  the  Cumberland  and  ascended  it  60 
miles,  where  the  water  became  shoal,  and  then  dropped  down  to 
anchor  overnight  at  Eddyville,  a  strong  secession  town  and  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  where  Union  men  have  been  driven  from  their  homes.  It 
was  reported  the  rebels  were  building  a  battery  below  the  town.  I 
found  it  necessary  to  use  strong  language  to  the  citizens  in  regard  to 
the  persecution  of  Union  people.  The  more  active  secessionists  fled. 

I  returned  here  on  the  night  of  15th  and  on  the  16th  took  General 
Smith  up  the  Tennessee  some  miles. 

I  yesterday  again  ascended  that  river  to  Aurora,  where  the  State 
road  from  Columbus  east,  passing  through  Hopkinsville,  etc.,  crosses 
the  river,  and  seized  the  steam  ferryboat  Henry ,  bringing  it  to  this 
post.  It  is  evident  that  each  time  this  boat  is  shown  along  these  rivers 
there  is  an  increased  confidence  and  sense  of  security  on  the  part  of 
Union  people. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers . 
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Report  of  Brigadier -General  Smith ,  TJ .  S.  Army ,  giving  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  Fort  Ilenry ,  obtained,  from  a  reconnoissance  by 

Lieutenant  Phelps ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga. 

Paducah,  Ky.,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  A  few  clays  since  the  gunboat  Conestoga  (Captain  Phelps), 
went  up  the  Tennessee  to  Fort  Henry.  He  describes  it  as  a  respecta¬ 
ble  earthwork,  mounting  heavy  guns,  with  outworks,  ancl  a  garrison 
of  probably  1,700  to  1,800. 

Since  then  I  have  learned  from  three  different  sources  that  the 
number  of  guns  is  20  and  the  garrison  2,000 ;  that  they  are  construct¬ 
ing  three  gunboats,  iron  plated,  to  mount  heavy  ordnance,  and  ex¬ 
pect  to  attack  this  place,  aided  by  a  land  force  from  different  direc¬ 
tions.  The  old  scheme. 

I  went  up  the  Tennessee  this  morning  in  the  Conestoga  to  the 
Chain  of  Rocks.  I  can  render  the  gunboats  useless  to  the  enemy 
hereafter,  if  need  be,  by  sinking  at  this  place  two  or  three  coal  barges 
filled  with  stone. 

To-morrow  the  gunboat  will  go  up  again  to  secure  a  ferryboat 
about  40  miles  up  the  Tennessee,  used  by  the  enemy  from  time  to 
time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  Smith, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West ,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Order  of  Commander  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  WaTke, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  T yler ,  to  proceed  to  New  Cale¬ 
donia  on  towing  duty. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Cairo,  III.,  October  18,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  the  Ohio  as  far  as  New  Caledonia  and 
there  take  possession  of  the  hull  of  a  new  steamer.  Tow  her  to 
Cairo  and  deliver  her  over  to  General  Grant,  commanding  Division 
Southeast  Missouri. 

Very  respectfully,  jmur  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  D.  Porter, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Henry  Walke, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Tyler. 


Reports  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Tyler,  of  reconnoissance  in  the  Mississippi  River,  October  18, 1861. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Cairo,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir:  Yesterday  morning,  at  the  request  of  General  Grant,  I  made 
a  reconnoissance  doAvn  the  Mississippi  as  far  as  Beckwith’s  farm, 
fired  one  shell  over  the  point  opposite  the  Iron  Bank;  rounded  to, 
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fired  one  shell  each  in  Beckwith’s  and  Hunter’s  cornfields,  and 
returned. 

The  general  was  apprehensive  that  the  vessels  were  moving  up  the 
river,  but  I  saw  no  indications  of  a  change  of  position  since  my  last 
reconnoissanee.  Commander  Porter  accompanied  me,  and  on  my 
return  to  Cairo  gave  me  a  written  order  to  proceed  to  New  Caledonia, 
up  the  Ohio,  and  take  the  hull  of  a  new  steamer  being  built  there 
and  bring  her  to  Cairo.  I  did  so,  but  she  was  in  a  sinking  condition 
by  the  time  I  landed  her  at  the  wharf  boat,  her  hull  not  being  suffi¬ 
ciently  calked  to  prevent  her  taking  in  water.  I  turned  her  over  to 
General  Grant.  We  reached  Cairo  about  7.30  o’clock. 

I  would  like  to  enlarge  the  two  bow  ports  to  give  our  guns  a  wider 
range.  As  they  are  at  present,  it  would  be  impossible  to  fire  directly 
ahead. 

I  saw  General  Grant  this  morning,  and  he  expressed  himself  well 
pleased  with  .our  reconnoissanee  yesterday. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wal.ke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  A7 aval  Forces ,  Western  Waters ,  St.  Louis. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Cairo ,  III .,  October  18,  1861. 

General  :  Agreeable  to  your  verbal  instructions  of  this  morning,  I 
proceeded  down  the  Mississippi  to  reconnoiter. 

When  near  the  Iron  Bank,  I  threw  a  shell  over  the  opposite  point, 
rounded  to,  threw  one  shell  each  in  Beckwith’s  and  Hunter’s  corn¬ 
fields;  could  not  discover  any  indications  of  the  presence  of  the  rebels 
or  change  of  position  on  their  part  since  our  last  reconnoissanee. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  VValke, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

General  Grant, 

Commanding  Division  Southeast  Missouri,  Cairo. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  by 
Major-General  Fremont ,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  entire  floating  force  to 
his  command. 

St.  Louis,  October  19,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  About  a  week  since  General  Fremont  turned  over  to  me 
38  mortar  boats,  or  scows  for  mortars,  also  the  transport  steamers 
and  pretty  much  all  floated  vessels,  directly,  or  collaterally,  to  be 
connected  with  the  river  expedition,  all  in  a  bad  state. 

These  mortar  boats  will  require  1,000  men.  I  am  now  turning  my 
attention  to  them,  assisted  by  Commander  Pennock,  who  is  highly 
efficient  and  an  officer  quite  essential  to  me.  It  at  once  occurred  to 
me  to  keep  this  force  as  distinct  as  possible  from  the  gunboats,  to 
retain  and  clothe  them  per  Army  Regulations.  I  thus  applied  for  a 


374 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


quartermaster  for  this  branch  of  my  command,  which  has  been 
granted  me;  we  are  at  work  in  this  new  field. 

I  am  informed  that  Captain  Howard,  of  the  Revenue  Service,  has 
two  or  three  hundred  men  ready  to  come  out  here.  I  would  suggest 
that  he  be  ordered  to  bring  them  out  here  and  to  go  on  board  these 
mortar  boats,  probably  in  charge  under  my  control,  when  the  ex¬ 
pedition  is  ready.  We  will  get,  if  possible,  some  army  officers  to  go 
with  the  men,  of  whom  many  or  most  will  come  from  the  Army  (sol¬ 
diers),  as  we  are  and  will  be  wanting  more  men  than  we  have  for 
our  gunboats  proper. 

I  intended  to  have  written  you  a  long  letter,  but  a  headache  pre¬ 
vents  it.  We  are  progressing  systematically,  but  our  difficulties  are 
legion,  though  I  hope  not  insuperable. 

We  have  now  only  100  men  shipped  for  the  gunboats.  The  en¬ 
closed  letter  from  Commander  Winslow  shows  the  difficulties  of 
obtaining  men  in  Cincinnati.  I  have  therefore  ordered  him  to  close 
the  rendezvous  there  and  proceed  to  Cleveland  for  recruiting. 

I  shall  probably  spend  part  of  the  next  week  in  Cairo,  for  the  in¬ 
spection  of  matters  there,  and  perhaps  take  a  little  cruise  in  the 
gunboats. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 


A.  H.  Foote. 


G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Pennock ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  assume  command  as  fleet  captain  during  the  absence  of 
the  former. 

St.  Louis,  October  20 , 1861. 

Sir  :  As  I  am,  so  much  of  my  time,  occupied  absent  from  this  place, 
where  the  work  is  pressing,  I  appoint  you  as  acting  fleet  captain 
temporarily,  to  perform  such  duties  as  require  immediate  attention. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 
Commander  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Lords,  Mo. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Con¬ 
estoga,  regarding  the  seizure  in  the  Cumberland  River  of  two  flats 
loaded  with  flour. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Paducah ,  Ky .,  October  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  Last  evening  I  proceeded  up  the  Cumberland  River  and,  meet¬ 
ing  a  rise  above  Eddyville,  was  enabled  to  pass  the  shoals  (where  I 
have  heretofore  been  forced  to  turn  back)  and  reached  the  State  line 
of  Tennessee.  Nine  miles  below  this  line,  at  about  1  o’clock  a.  m.,  I 
found  two  flats  loaded  with  flour,  Avhich  were  from  Canton,  and 
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undoubtedly  being  hauled  up  for  a  Tennessee  market,  if  not  for  trans¬ 
portation  to  supply  rebel  troops  at  Bowling  Green.  When  I  reached 
them  the  boats  were  abandoned. 

I  seized  them  and  have  brought  them  to  this  place.  General 
Smith  has  sent  them  to  General  Grant,  at  Cairo,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
U.  S.  civil  authorities,  and  directed  me  to  make  a  report  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  seizure  to  General  Grant,  which  I  have  done. 

It  is  currently  reported  and  believed  that  the  Tennessee  authorities 
have  prepared  barges  loaded  with  stone  to  sink  in  the  river  at  the 
head  of  Line  Island,  where  the  channel  is  narrow,  and  have  three  guns 
from  Fort  Donelson  near  Dover,  ready  to  plant  above  it  to  defend  the 
obstruction.  I  think  the  report  is  to  be  credited. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measures  to  defeat 
the  construction  of  Confederate  ironclads  in  the  Tennessee  River. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  21 , 1861. 

Sir:  From  information  received  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Phelps,  of  the  gunboat  C onestoga,  at  Paducah,  Ivy.,  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  there  are  three  ironclad  gunboats  being  built  on  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River.  # 

I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  to  Paducah  this  day  and  confer  with 
General  Smith,  commanding  that  division  of  the  Army,  and  there  take 
such  measures  as  mav  be  deemed  most  advisable  to  counteract  the 
designs  of  the  rebels. 

I  shall  also  spend  a  day  or  two  in  Cairo,  Ill.,  in  inspecting  stores, 
and  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  equipping  the  new  gun¬ 
boats  soon  to  be  sent  to  Cairo,  four  of  which  are  now  building  here 
and  the  remaining  three  at  Mound  City  on  the  Ohio  River.  I  pro¬ 
pose  returning  to  this  place  at  the  close  of  the  month  or  before,  where 
my  presence  is  essential  to  preparing  outfits  and  stores  for  the  gun 
and  mortar  boats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Request  of  Brigadier-General  Grant ,  U.  /S.  Army ,  for  convoy  for 

steamer  Belle  Memphis. 

„  Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  October  22, 1861. 

Captain  :  The  steamer  Belle  Memphis  will  start  soon  for  below. 
Will  you  please,  when  you  see  her  start,  convoy  her? 

Yours,  etc., 

[Captain  Walke.] 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Captain  F oote ,  U .  B.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  on  the  Ohio 

River. 

Paducah,  Ky.,  October  23,  1861. 

Sir:  As  intimated  in  my  letter  to  the  Department  of  the  21st 
instant,  I  left  St.  Louis  that  clay  for  Cairo,  and  from  thence  yester¬ 
day  proceeded  to  Mound  City,  there  communicated  with  the  gunboat 
New _  Era,  Commander  Porter,  and  arrived  at  this  place  in  the 
evening. 

Matters  are  comparatively  quiet  here.  The  Lexington ,  gunboat, 
Commander  Stembel,  now  here,  will  to-night  run  up  the  Tennessee 
River  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  this  place  one  or  two  companies 
of  loyal  Kentucky  troops  (mostly  without  arms)  and  will  remain 
here  until  I  can  send  up  the  New  Era  to  take  her  place,  which  vessel 
will  blockade  the  Tennessee  River,  prepared  to  encounter  the  two  or 
three  rebel  gunboats  said  to  be  ready  or  quite  completed,  referred  to  in 
my  letter  of  the  21st  instant.  This  river,  in  view  of  the  rebel  gun¬ 
boats,  is  now  probably  the  most  valuable  point  near  Paducah. 

I  am  on  good  terms  with  the  army  officers,  but  they  give  us  less 
accommodation  for  storage  than  we  require,  which,  however,  I  shall 
be  able  to  correct  in  my  next  interview  with  General  Grant,  com¬ 
manding  at  Cairo,  for  which  place  I  leave  this  day. 

As  my  services  will  for  the  next  two  weeks,  and  perhaps  even 
longer,  be  especially  required  in  Sc.  Louis,  where  four  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  and  thirty-eight  mortar  boats  are  building,  besides  the  prepa¬ 
ration  of  ordnance  and  other  stores,  I  shall  proceed  to  that  place, 
occasionally  coming  down  to  the  gunboats,  as  required,  as  soon  as  I 
can  make  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the  army  for  the  reception 
of  ordnance  stores  and  equipments  at  Cairo,  at  which  point  all  are 
centering  as  the  place  where  the  naval  forces  must  rendezvous  pre¬ 
viously  to  going  down  the  river. 

I  find  many  serious  obstacles  in  the  progress  of  our  work,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  past  want  of  credit  and  money  5  but  I  am  untiring  in 
my  exertions  to  overcome  them  and  strongly  hope  that  early  in 'De¬ 
cember  we  shall  have  as  an  efficient  flotilla  as  could  have  been  impro¬ 
vised  with  such  a  mixed  battery  of  gunboats,  constructed  in  a  section 
of  country  where  the  people  are  so  unfamiliar  with  naval  wants. 

The  gunboat  Conestoga  is  now  still  farther  up’the  Ohio  River*  the 
Tyler  is  stationed  at  Cairo;  the  New  Era  repairing  at  Mound  City; 
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and  the  Lexington ,  Commander  Stembel,  as  already  stated,  will  pro¬ 
ceed  up  the  Tennessee  River  this  evening,  and  after  which  will  return 
to  Cairo  on  the  arrival  of  the  New  Era ,  which  vessel  will  remain  here 
for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  rebel  gunboats  and  alfording  such 
other  protection  as  the  interests  of  the  Government  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

/  Captain ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Porter ,  U.J S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  Era ,  to  proceed  to  Paducah ,  Ky., 

for  the  purpose  of  blockading  the  T ennessee  River. 

Cairo,  III.,  October  23,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Paducah  with  the  gunboat  New  Era  and 
report  to  General  Smith,  commanding  that  division  of  the  Army, 
with  wThom  you  will  confer  about  blockading  the  Tennessee  River, 
with  the  view  of  preventing  the  egress  of  gunboats  reported  to  be 
preparing  up  that  river.  General  Smith  will  assign  such  service  to 
the  Conestoga  upon  her  return  from  up  the  Ohio  River  as  he  may 
deem  best.  I  have  requested  him  to  order  her  to  guard  the  new 
gunboats  at  Mound  City  unless  difficulties  up  the  Ohio  River  require 
her  presence  there.  I  have  directed  Commander  Stembel  to  proceed 
to  Cairo  on  your  relieving  him  at  Paducah,  and  there  to  assist  in  re¬ 
ceiving  and  storing  the  ordnance  equipments  and  stores  for  the  new 
gunboats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  V .  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Commander  W.  D.  Porter,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  New  Era ,  Mound  City ,  III. 

p.  S. _ I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  reach  Paducah  soon,  where  you 

will'  have  a  good  chance  to  try  your  guns,  in  case  the  rebel  steamers 

show  themselves.  ,  TT  _ 

A.  H.  I. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Porter ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  Era ,  to  proceed  to  Paducah  as 
ordered  by  the  commanding  general. 

Cairo,  October  23, 1861. 

My  Dear  Captain  :  I  have  your  note.*  If  we  had  control  of  mat¬ 
ters  here  I  would  like  to  act  toward  the  enemy,  but  we  are  only  a 
force  under  orders  from  the  commanding  army  officer  of  the  West, 
and  we  can  not  move  except  under  instructions  from  that  source.  I 
am  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  saying  that  you  will  have  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to-day  to  Paducah  and  report  to  General  Smith,  agreeably  to 


*  Not  found. 
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the  orders  I  gave  you  yesterday.  General  Fremont  has  specially 
directed  your  vessel  to  go  to  Paducah,  and  General  Smith  has  been 
expecting  her  there. 

You  have  satisfactory  reasons  for  not  yet  having  reached  there, 
according  to  General  Fremont’s  orders,  to  which  I  believe  I  referred 
in  my  order  to  you,  given  at  St.  Louis.  Thus,  you  see,  as  much  as  I 
might  like  your  proposition,  I  can  not  for  a  moment  feel  authorized 
to  divert  your  vessel  from  the  place  to  which  she  has  been  ordered. 

I  would  gladly  myself  take  the  three  gunboats  and  go  down  to 
Columbus  with  a  military  force  had  I  the  authority  to  do  it,  but  as 
it  is,  we  must  wait  the  action  of  the  military. 

In  haste,  very  truly,  yours, 


Commander  W.  D.  Porter. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Conestoga ,  regarding  ineffectual  expedition  below  Shawneetown ,  III., 

and  proposed  descent  upon  Confederate  force  near  Eddyville ,  Ky. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Paducah ,  October  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  by  telegraph  to  Evansville  of  the 
23d  instant,  I  arrived  here  at  daylight  this  morning.  I  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  dispatch  till  noon  yesterday,  having  gone  down  below 
Shawneetown,  in  hopes  of  taking  prisoners  some  seventy  K.  G.  C.’s, 
about  leaving  Illinois  to  join  the  rebels  in  Kentucky.  The  person 
who  had  gone  out  to  ascertain  exactly  the  movements  of  these  people, 
and  who  had  joined  their  order  for  this  purpose,  failed  to  return, 
and  I,  therefore,  could  effect  nothing. 

General  Smith  has  detailed  300  men,  infantry,  whom  I  am  to  take 
up  the  Cumberland  to-night  to  make  a  descent  upon  a  body  of  rebel 
cavalry  near  Eddyville,  Ky. 

I  wrote  you  some  time  since  about  clothing,  hammocks,  bags,  etc., 
and  beg  leave  to  ask  your  attention  to  these  matters.  Many  of  the 
men  suffer  from  want  of  proper  clothing,  and  shoes  especially,  the 
weather  having  become  quite  cold  along  these  streams. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Rivers. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  October  26,  1861. 

Mr.  Eads,  the  contractor,  informs  me  that  he  shall  stop  his  work  to¬ 
night  on  the  gunboats  for  want  of  funds.  What  shall  I  do  in  the 
premises  ? 

,  A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 


General  Meigs,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Expedition  to  Eddyville ,  Ivy.,  October  26—28,  1861. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Paducah ,  Ivy.,  October  28,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  instant,  by  order  of  .General 
Smith,  I  left  this  place  in  company  with  the  steamer  Lake  Erie ,  No.  2, 
on  board  of  which  were  three  companies  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Regi¬ 
ment,  under  command  of  Major  Phillips,  and  proceeded  up  the  Cum¬ 
berland  River  upon  an  expedition  to  surprise  a  rebel  camp  near 
Eddyville,  Ivy.,  and  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you  that  the 
result  was  in  the  main  successful. 

I  proceeded,  with  Major  [J.  J.]  Phillips  on  board,  in  advance  to 
Smithland  to  procure  guides  and  pilots,  expecting  that  the  transport 
would  not  approach  the  wharf  boat,  but  the  captain  ran  her  to  it, 
which  rendered  a  change  of  plans  necessary  and  caused  the  force  to 
reach  the  rebel  camp  at  a  later  hour  than  .was  designed.  I  he  dis¬ 
tance  from  Smithland  to  Eddyville  by  land  is  not  half  that  by  water, 
and  the  rebels  have  a  complete  system  of  runners  established  in  that 
section  of  country.  The  transport  was  therefore  sent  up  the  Ohio  a 
few  miles  and  the  Conestoya  followed  an  hour  later  with  two  heavy 
barges  in  tow.  These  were  cast  off  on  reaching  the  transpoit,  which 
was  then  taken  in  tow  with  all  lights  out,  fires  screened  and  engines 
stopped,  by  which  precautions  we  succeeded  in  dropping  down  to 
Smithland  and  passing  into  the  Cumberland  without  it  being.,  m  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  suspected  that  we  had  the  steamer  in  tow. 
The  two  boats,  after  passing  up  to  a  safe  distance,  made  all  speed  up 
the  narrow  and  crooked  stream,  but  did  not  reach  and  disembark  the 
troops  at  the  point  selected,  2  miles  below  Eddyville,  till  3:  30  o  clock 
a.  m.  I  then  had  the  transport  moved  to  near  the  town  and  con¬ 
cealed  behind  a  wooded  point,  while  this  boat  was  quietly  anchor ec 
off  the  main  street,  as  had  been  done  several  times  before  m  the  past 

^  As^soon  as  I  felt  satisfied  that  Major  Phillips  had  had  time  to 
reach  the  rebel  camp,  a  march  of  7  miles  over  an  exceedingly  roug  i 
country  and  in  lanes  and  footpaths,  and  that  information  of  the 
force  was  reaching  the  citizens,  I  threw  a  force  on  shore  and  sur¬ 
rounded  the  town  with  picket  guards  to  prevent  the  escape  of  rebel 
citizens  or  the  entrance  and  concealment  of  refugees  from  the  rebel 

^  About  10  o’clock  a.  m.  Major  Phillips  reached  town  with  *  number 
of  prisoners,  horses,  wagons,  arms,  etc.  He  had  got  to  within  400 
•  yards  of  the  enemy,  after  daylight,  before  being  discovered,  when 
the  rebels  formed  in  line.  Our  troops  were  moved  at  a  double  quick 
to  within  100  yards  when  they  delivered  their  fire  and  charged 
bavonets  upon  the  rebels,  who  broke  and  fled  m  every  direction, 
leaving  7  killed  on  the  field.  Two  of  our  soldiers  were  severely 
wounded  and  one  or  two  slightly  so,  among  these  a  captain  of  a 

C°I  seized  a  flatboat  belonging  to  a  noted  secessionist  of  Edd y  v  ille^ 
and  it  was  freighted  with  the  prisoners  and  plunder  and  towed  to  this 
nlace  The  horses  and  mules  were  first  placed  on  the  wharf  boat  at 
the  town,  also  secession  property,  but  it  was  found  to  be  leaky  and 
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rotten  for  towing,  when  the  animals  were  put  on  board  the  transport 
and  100  of  the  troops  transferred  to  the  Conestoga.  There  were  taken 
in  the  rebel  camp  and  brought  to  this  place,  which  we  returned  to 
last  evening,  24  prisoners,  7  negroes,  34  horses,  11  mules,  2  transport 
wagons,  a  large  number  of  saddles,  muskets,  rifles,  shotguns,  sabers, 
knives,  etc.  A  number  of  valuable  horses  were  unavoidably  killed 
in  the  skirmish  at  the  camp. 

Eddyville  is  62  miles  from  Paducah,  and  the  camp  was  4  miles 
back  of  the  town  at  a  place  known  as  Saratoga  Springs,  and  we  were 
absent  from  Paducah  twenty-nine  hours. 

Major  Phillips  and  the  volunteers  deserve  the  greatest  credit  for 
this  successful  daylight  surprise. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  C ommanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  Id.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Paducah,  Ky. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Paducah ,  Ky.,  October  31,  1861. 

Sir:  Learning  that  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  were  stationed  at  Sara¬ 
toga,  a  small  village  about  4  miles  from  Eddyville,  on  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Eiver,  and  were  harassing  the  loyal  inhabitants,  I  detached  on 
the  steamer  Lake  Erie  three  companies  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Iiegiment 
(some  300  men),  under  command  of  Major  Phillips,  of  the  same  re<n- 
ment,  to  capture  or  destroy  them.  The  U.  S.  gunboat  Conestoga , 
Lieutenant  S.  L.  Phelps,  commanding,  accompanied  the  detachment 
and  rendered  efficient  assistance.  The  party  landed  a  few  miles  below 
Pdcljwille,  and  after  a  toilsome  march  of  some  12  miles,  the  ground 
*dn8  bioken  and  rugged,  made  a  partial  surprise  of  the  enemy,  about 
IbO  m  number,  who  were  in  line  and  dismounted.  Major  Phillips 
advanced  upon  them  at  a  double-quick  step,  and  after  firing  a  volley 
charged  with  the  bayonet,  when  the  enemy  broke  and  fled.  The 
nr  killing  of  some  7  of  the  rebels,  including  their  captain 

[M.  D. J  (  Vv  llcox) ,  and  wounding  others  as  they  made  off,  besides  kill¬ 
ing  a  number  ot  valuable  horses.  Three  of  our  party  wTere  severely 
though  not  dangerously  wounded.  ‘  J 

Major  Phillips  reports  the  capture  of  twenty  odd  prisoners,  30 
horses,  8  mules,  2  wagons,  with  harness,  bridles,  etc.,  30  muskets,  sev¬ 
eral  rifles  and  shotguns. 

Ihe  expedition  seems  to  have  been  conducted  with  good  judoment 
spint,  and  energy,  and  will  no  doubt  have  a  good  effect  on  the  other 
side  ot  the  Cumberland. 


I  enclose  copies  of  the  reports  of  Major  Phillips  and  Lieutenant 
Phelps,  commanding  the  C onestoga. 

Very  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant. 


C.  F.  Smith, 

r™  .  .  Prig  adder -General,  Commanding. 

ihe  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Western  Department,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Report  of  Major  Phillips,  Ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Regiment  III.  ATils., 

Paducah ,  Ky.,  October  27,  1861. 

*■  Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  — , 
viz : 

Special  Orders,  1  Headquarters  First  Brigade  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  _ .  j  Paducah,  Ky.,  October  25,  1861. 

In  obedience  to  Special  Orders.  No.  71,  from  headquarters,  three  full  com¬ 
panies  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Major 
Phillips,  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  with  rations  for  two  days, 
will  parade  at  General  Smith’s  headquarters  fifteen  minutes  before  4  o’clock 
p.  m.,  for  detached  service.  The  commanding  officer  will  report  in  person  to  the 
commanding  general  for  orders. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  E.  A.  Paine : 

Emil  Adam, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

I  left  the  headquarters  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers 
with  three  full  companies  of  the  Ninth  Regiment,  viz,  Company  B, 
Captain  Kueffner ;  Company  Id,  Captain  Armstrong;  Company  I, 
Captain  Robinson.  Details  were  made  from  other  companies  in  this 
regiment  to  supply  the  place  of  those  on  duty  from  said  companies, 
to  give  each  company  the  full  complement  of  men,  and  were  paraded 
at  the  hour  specified  in  the  order  in  front  of  the  headquarters  of 
Brigadier-General  Smith,  from  whence,  in  obedience  to  his  order,  we 
marched  aboard  of  the  steamer  Lake  Erie ,  and  left  the  wharf  at 
Paducah  at  4 : 30  o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  25th  instant,  followed  by  the 
gunboat  Conestoga ,  Captain  Phelps,  commanding,  to  Smithland. 

At  Smithland  the  gunboat  was  sent  in  advance  of  the  steamer  Lake 
Erie  up  the  Cumberland  River  to  New  Forge  Landing,  about  45  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland  River,  where  we  arrived  about  3 
a.  m.  of  the  26tli  instant.  The  landing  was  effected  with  dispatch, 
Company  B  in  advance,  followed  by  Company  IT,  Company  I  bring¬ 
ing  up  the  rear.  Great  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  landing  of  troops  being  carried  in  advance  of  their  march, 
and  by  taking  an  unfrequented  road,  we  marched  about  3  miles  to 
a  point  almost  due  west  from  Eddyville,  3  miles  distant.  We  then 
marched  up  the  bed  of  a  dry  branch  about  5  miles  to  the  north,  where 
we  left  the  branch,  and  marched  about  5  miles  to  the  Princeton  and 
Eddyville  road,  intersecting  it  at  a  point  about  600  yards  north  ot 
the  village  of  Saratoga,  at  which  place  we  expected  to  find  an  en¬ 
campment  of  rebel  cavalry,  under  Captain  Wilcox  Our  skirmishers 
succeeded  in  surrounding  and  capturing  the  rebel  pickets  without 
firino-  a  gun,  and  the  advance  of  our  troops  was  unsuspected  by  the 
rebels  until  we  wheeled  in  column  in  platoon  m  the  lane  m  full  view, 
600  yards  distant  from  their  camp,  at  about  7  o  clock  a.  m.  lhey,  to 
the  number  of  about  160  men,  dismounted,  immediately  formed  m 
line  awaiting  our  attack  until  we  advanced  within  200  yards  of  their 
line  We,  when  first  coming  in  sight,  having  charged  on  them  at  the 
double-quick,  they  commenced  an  irregular  fire  when  we  were  at  the 
distance  of  300  yards,  but  at  our  approach  broke  for  their  horses, 
though  many  took  shelter  behind  fences,  trees,  or  houses.  AA  e  charged 
to  within  50  yards,  halted,  delivered  a  volley,  and  then  charged  bayo¬ 
net  driving  them  from  the  houses  and  from  their  place  of  cover,  and 
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they  then  fled  in  every  direction — some  on  foot,  others  on  horseback. 
An  occasional  firing  was  kept  up  for  half  an  hour  or  more.  Six  of 
their  men  were  left  dead  and  one  mortally  wounded.  Several  others 
were  seen  to  ride  off  clinging  to  their  horses,  and  were  wounded. 

We  took  as  prisoners  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Gibson,  A.  X.  Bosarth,  Eli 
Drennan,  D.  W.  Gore,  W.  W.  Hampton,  Morton  Rucker,  Samuel 
Pearce,  Joseph  Parsons,  George  M.  Coffer,  James  H.  Roberts,  Wash¬ 
ington  Rucker,  Leroy  Watson,  R.  F.  Frezell,  Robert  L.  Beck,  George 
E.  Crumbough,  Joseph  I.  Hall,  James  S.  Scott,  E.  Yion,  James  Glass, 
Andrew  Duncan,  and  William  Jinkins.  We  also  captured  at  the 
camp  of  the  rebels  about  ,30  horses,  10  mules,  about  40  saddles,  about 
30  bridles,  8  mule  harness,  2  wagons,  about  30  muskets,  several  rifles, 
and  several  shotguns.  We  also  took  as  prisoners  near  the  place  of 
action  James  Stom,  James  X.  Glasgow,  and  G.  W.  Htutt,  who  live 
near  our  line  of  march,  to  prevent  their  giving  information  and  be¬ 
cause  of  their  avowal  of  sympathy  with  the  rebels.  C.  F.  Jenkins,  a 
notorious  secessionist,  Avas  arrested  near,  and  he  had  a  son  in  the  en¬ 
campment.  We  also  found  with  them  several  negroes,  viz,  Charlie, 
Onell,  Willis,  Melton,  Ben,  J o,  and  \Aatson,  all  of  whom  and  which 
we  now  have  here. 

Our  wounded  were  Captain  Kueffner,  of  Company  B,  slightly 
Avounded  with  a  buckshot;  Corporal  Gribling,  of  Company  B,  se¬ 
verely  with  a  buckshot,  and  Private  Gatewood,  of  Company  Iv,  who 
Avas  serving  yn  Company  H,  severely  wounded  with  a  rifle  ball. 
Among  the  killed  of  the  rebels  was  Captain  Wilcox,  who  commanded 
the  company. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  the  men  for  the  spirit  and 
energy  aa  ith  which  they  made  the  difficult  and  laborious  march,  as 
well  as  their  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  fight,  and  where  praise 
is  alike  due  to  all,  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate.  The  commandino- 
officer  of  the  detachment  is  under  great  obligations  to  Captain  Phelps! 
of  the  gunboat  Conestoga ,  for  his  assistance  in  facilitating  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  troops  and  captured  property  and  prisoners. 

We  arrived  from  Eddyville  on  the  steamer  Lake  Erie  and  gun¬ 
boat  Conestoga ,  with  prisoners  and  captured  propertv,  at  Paducah 
at  8  o’clock  p.  m.  of  the  26th  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jesse  J.  Phillips, 

Major ,  Ninth  Illinois  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [August]  Merst, 

Commanding  Ninth  Illinois  Volunteers. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending-  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Major  Phillips,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  expedition. 

St.  Louis,  October  30 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Conestoga ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  has  again 
been  up  the  Tennessee  [Cumberland]  River  as  far  as  Eddyville  62 
miles  distant  from  Paducah,  with  three  companies  of  the  Illinois 
regiment,  under  command  of  Major  Phillips,  and  conjointlv  they  have 
had  a  handsome  and  successful  skirmish,  in  which  the  rebels  broke 
and  fled  in  every  direction,  leaving  7  dead  on  the  field.  Our  casual- 
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ties  consisted  of  2  soldiers  severely  wounded  and  a  few  slightly  so, 
among  them  a  captain  of  a  company. 

Twenty-four  prisoners  were  taken  from  the  enemy,  also  7  negroes, 
31  horses,  11  mules,  2  transportation  wagons,  a  large  number  of  sad¬ 
dles,  muskets,  rifles,  shotguns,  sabers,  knives,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Conestoga^  as  well  as  Major  Phillips  and  his  men,,  are  deserving  o 
the  highest  credit  for  their  bearing  in  this,  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Supplemental  report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Conestoga. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Cairo,  III.,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  last  night  with  this  vessel,  having  the  barge 
Kentucky  in  tow.  I  seized  this  barge,  which  was  lying  m  the  Cum¬ 
berland  River,  5  miles  above  Southland,  as  the  property  oi  a  com¬ 
pany  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

If  calked  the  barge  would  be  very  useful  for  the  transportation  ot 
supplies  or  coal,  being  of  good  model  and  large  carrying  capacity. 
Her  deck  has  been  shored  up  to  bear  heavy  freights  of  stone 

I  came  down  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  General  Smith,  given  m 
accordance  with  your  wish,  directing  me  to  go  to  Mound  C  ity  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  gunboats  building  there.  I  find  the  Tyler  is  lying  there  and 

thI  thfnk^it : advisable  to  inform  you  of  affairs  on  the  Cumberland 
and  especially  of  the  conditions  of  Union  people  living  along  its  banks. 
A  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  secessionists  of  a  violent  and  des¬ 
perate  type.  The  success  attending  the  recent  expedition,  of  which 
I  have  made  a  report  to  you,  in  which  Eddyville  lost  several  citizens, 
among  these  Captain  Wilcox,  of  one  of  the  cavalry  companies,  has  not 
rendered  the  secessionists  less  disposed  to  abuse  and  despoil  their 
Union  neighbors.  Great  alarm  existed  among  the  latter  when  we 
left  Eddyville,  arid  I  assured  the  people  of  the  town  that  I  won  c 
hold  secession  property  in  the  place  and  along  the  river,  as  well  as 
secessionist^ Themselves,  living  on  the  banks,  from  its  mouth  to.  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  responsible  for  any  violence  Union  people  mig 
be  subject  to  after  our  departure.  I  think  it  would  be  well,  i  a  gi  - 

boat  could  be  spared, 'to  make  visits  o  ia  y  “  .  •  Ten- 

An  extensive  flour  and  provision  trade  is  still  came d .  on  with  len 

nessee  from  Canton,  Ivy.,  and  places  above  to  [he  State  me 
sto-e  of  water  at  this  late  season  must  generally  permit  us  to  pass 
un  to  the  fort  at  Dover.  I  have  already  seized  two  cargoes  of  flour 
near  there.  The  steamer  Fisher  still  makes  her  trms  from  NadmU 
to  T  intnn  T\v  The  river  is  narrow,  crooked,  and  rocky  m  piacts, 
but  not  very  difficult  of  navigation  for  this  vessel.  I  think  I  might 
catcrtLZ“a“d  break  uf  the  trade  with  Te-eseee  One  of  ‘he 
most  effective  ways  would  be  to  destroy  a  portion  of  the  mach  . 
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of  the  Magnolia  Mills  at  Canton.  This  would  require  proof  of  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  trade  by  the  owners,  of  which  I  have  no  doubt. 

There  is,  also,  a  furnace  near  that  locality  that  should  be  looked 
after.  I  have  received  reports  that  they  are  casting  shot  and  shell, 
but  this  doubtful.  The  iron,  at  all  events,  must  find  its  market  at 
Nashville,  and  I  know  that  the  works  are  in  operation. 

I  be  inhabitants  along  the  Tennessee  are  situated  as  are  those  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  the  Union  portion  need  to  be  sustained  by  the 
presence  of  a  Government  force  as  far  as  the  general  service  will'  per¬ 
mit.  The  New  Era  can  not  navigate  the  Cumberland,  and  could 
only  do  so  on  the  Tennessee  in  a  pretty  high  stage  of  water,  but  is 
admirably  calculated  for  service  at  Paducah  itself.  I  have  taken 
pains  to  inform  myself  regarding  these  rivers  and  the  inhabitants 
along  tlieir  banks,  and  feel  much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  those 
who  still  cling  to  the  national  flag,  and  have  considered  it  a  dutv  to 
make  this  somewhat  lengthy  statement  to  you. 

My  wish  is  to  serve  where  I  can  best  be  employed,  of  which  you 
alone  are  the  judge  and  director. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  /S'.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces.  W estern  Rivers. 


Report  of  Captain  F oote ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  tlxe  urgent  need  of 

men  for  the  gunboats. 

St.  Louis,  October  28, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  earnestly  request  that  the  Department  will  send  a  draft  of 
500  men  for  the  gunboats  as  soon  as  possible. 

b^ve  established  rendezvous  at  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Cincinnati, 
and  Cleveland,  besides  having  employed  a  number  of  persons  to  ship 
men  m  the  adjacent  towns  on  the  river,  but  we  have  thus  far  not 
been  able  to  ship  more  than  100  men.  This  has  arisen  from  the  fact 
of  my  not  being  authorized  to  give  the  men  advance,  as  I  have  not 
the  command  of  money  or  means,  as  well  as  from  the  high  wages  and 
the  great  call  for  boatmen  which  the  business  of  the  season  on  the 
lakes  require. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  require  at  least  500  men  from  the 
Last  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  man  the  gunboats,  the  first  of 
which  will  be  ready  for  the  men  and  officer^  on  the  15th  proximo  and 
others  onward  into  December.  I  hope  that  next  month,  as  the’ lake 
business  will  fall  off,  we  shall  be  enabled  to' procure  men  Still 
we  require  at  present  at  least  500  men  from  the  East  for  the  gunboats 
proper  If  we  can  have  sent  us  immediately  these  500  men,  and  thev 
should  be  free  from  debt  as  possible,  we  can  soon  have  seven  of  the 
new  ironclad  boats  ready  for  service. 

We  must  have  money  to  pay  officers  and  men  every  two  months  as 
well  as  immediate  funds  to  pay  the  officers  and  men  for  the  four  gun- 
boats  now  m  commission,  else  increased  inconvenience,  to  speak  in  the 
mildest  terms,  will  arise  from  withholding  money  due  them,  essential 
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for  the  support  of  their  families,  to  say  nothing  of  the  effect  upon 
the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

This  Department  understands  that  the  men  are  to  be  paid  by  the 
Army,  the  officers  by  the  Navy. 


Letter  from,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  readiness  for  service  of  300  men. 

Navy  Department,  October  28,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  We  have  been  drilling  some  300  men  here  for  you 
and  will  send  them  when  you  so  write  or  telegraph.  We  have  also 
given  orders  to  ship  landsmen  in  New  England  for  you.  They  are 
good  men,  mostly  fishermen,  but  without  drill.  The  Department 
knows  nothing  about  Captain  Howard,  but  has  the  same  confidence 
in  him  as  in  Admiral  Zeeman.  If  you  wish  any  of  your  officers 
ordered  away,  or  can  spare  any  of  them,  write  me  word. 

Respectfully, 

J-  /"a  TT  Tf' 

G.  V.  I  ox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Fremont, 
V.  S.  Army,  regard, ing  the  services  of  an  army  officer  to  oversee 
the  fitting  out  off  mortar  boats.  - 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  28,  1861. 

Sir:  Captain  A.  G.  A.  Constable,  of  the  Ohio  battery,  now  here, 
I  find  is  familiar  with  the  use  of  the  mortar,  and  his  military  experi- 
ence  abroad,  superadded  to  other  qualities,  T  am  quite  satisfied  would 
render  him  preeminently  qualified  to  supervise,  under  my  directions, 

the  fitting  out  of  the  mortar  boats. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  on  this  subject,  as  1  have  no 
officer  who,  like  Captain  Constable,  has  had  charge  of  a  mortar 
battery,  or  who  can  bring  his  experience  to  this  Avork.  Besides,  Ave 
have  not  noAAr  the  men,  and  there  is  very  little  prospect  in  the 
future  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  number  from  the  Navy  to  man  and 
Avork  the  mortars,  which,  as  you  are  aware,  are  an  implement  used 

by  the  Army  rather  than  the  Navy.  T 

If  this  suggestion  should  receive  your  favorable  consideration,  i 
presume  that  the  subaltern  officers  and  men  required  for  the  mortars, 
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under  Army  Regulations,  as  suggested  in  a  previous  letter  to  you,  will 
also  be  adopted,  with  the  discretionary  authority  to  make  such 
appointments  as  the  nature  of  the  service  requires. 

I  have  been  a  good  deal  exercised  about  these  mortars,  and  not 
until  ascertaining  from  others  the  qualifications  of  Captain  Con¬ 
stable,  which  have  been  rather  confirmed  by  a  personal  interview, 
have  I  been  able  to  anticipate  as  favorable  results  in  preparing  the 
mortars  as  I  now  do,  in  view  of  the  appointment  of  Captain  Con¬ 
stable  to  give  his  special  attention  to  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Major-General  Fremont, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  1  Vest. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U.  /S.  Navy ,  to  the  Quartermaster -Gen¬ 
eral  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  appointment  of  a  paymaster  in 
chief  for  his  command. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  2 9 , 1861 . 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  have  caused  you  so  much  annoyance  by 
my  frequent  importunity  for  money  and  complaints  at  existing  state 
of  things,  but  really  our  difficulties  have  been  legion,  and  it  is  now 
almost  a  doubtful  struggle  in  coming  out  right  in  the  quotient  ;  that 
is,  of  having  gun  and  mortar  boats  in  efficient  condition  for  going 
down  the  river  in  December. 


I  am  urging  on  the  gunboats  proper,  but  amid  difficulties  almost 
insuperable.  Still,  I  hope  to  succeed.  I  have  appointed  Mr.  S. 
Henriques  paymaster  in  chief,  who,  independently  of  doing  a  simple 
paymaster’s  duty  for  a  gunboat,  not  only  acts  as  my  clerk  and  secre¬ 
tly?  but  also  performs  the  duty  of  supervising  contracts;  in  fact, 
is  a  thinking  as  well  as  working  man.  I  appointed  him  to  do  the 
work  intended  for  Mr.  Wise  while  he  acted  in  that  capacitv  before 
being  appointed  assistant  paymaster.  I  give  him  in  all  $200  per  year 
less  than  Mr.  Wise  received.  I  trust  that  this  is  all  right ;  in  fact, 
I  can  not  get  on  without  him,  and  he  only  could  be  secured  at  his 
present  pay. 

Excuse  my  hurry. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 


General  Meigs, 

Washington ,  I).  C . 


A.  H.  Foote. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Perry ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  designating  the  names  of  gunboats  building  at  Mound 
City ,  III. 

St.  Louis,  October  29, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  inform  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  superintendent  of  the 
construction  of  the  gunboats  now  building  at  Mound  City,  Ill.,  that 
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the  following  will  be  the  names  of  the  gunboats  as  they  are  launched, 
respectively:  Mound  City.  Cincinnati ,  Cairo. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy,  etc. 

Commander  Roger  Perry,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  James  B.  Eads ,  esq.,  des¬ 
ignating  the  names  of  gunboats  building  at  St.  Louis. 

St.  Louis,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  following  will  be  the  names  of  the  five  gunboats  building 
here,  as  they  are  launched,  respectively:  Carondelet,  St.  Louis,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Pittsburg ,  and  Benton,  the  wrecking  boat  No.  7. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Jas.  B.  Eads,  Esq., 

Contractor,  etc.,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Quartermaster-General 
Meigs,  U.  S.  Army,,  requesting  payment  for  alterations  on  pur¬ 
chased  steamer  Benton. 


St.  Louis,  October  30,  1861. 

General:  I  have  appointed  a  survey  of  officers  to  estimate  the 
amount  and  value  of  the  work  on  the  purchased  steamer  Benton or 
submarine  No.  7,  being  fitted  for  a  gunboat,  and  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  report  of  the  officers  is  not  only  reliable,  but,  on  personal 
examination,  I  consider  the  boat  as  combining  so  many  advantages 
that  I  have  designated  her  as  the  flag,  or  my  own  steamer,  and  hope 
that  the  means  may  be  immediately  furnished  to  prosecute  the  work, 
otherwise  she  will  not  be  ready  in  time. 

Under  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  I  have  approved  the  report,  not 
considering,  however,  the  difference  between  a  job  and  a  contract,  so 
far  as  the  security  of  the  Government  is  considered  in  the  progress 
of  the  work. 

Although  myself  believing,  even  in  a  job,  25  per  cent  should  be 
withheld,  or  else  payment  not  made  till  the  work  is  completed,  but  in 
this  case,  in  order  to  the  early  completion  of  the  vessel,  I  trust  that 
the  money  will  be  promptly  paid. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 

Quartermaster-General  Meigs, 

W ashington,  D.  C . 
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Letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  II.  8.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Fremont. 

V.  8.  Army ,  regarding  causes  of  complaint  and  tlieir  remedy. 

St.  Louis,  October  31,  1861. 

General  :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  although  at  a  very  late  day, 
that  our  powder,  shell,  small  arms,  and  howitzers  are  here,  still  we 
are  seriously  feeling  the  want  of  money  and  credit  in  all  departments 
of  our  preparation  of  the  gun  and  mortar  boat  flotilla. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  informed  the  Navy  Department  of  the 
impossibility  of  shipping  our  complement  of  men  for  the  flotilla,  as 
we  can  not — for  want  of  funds  and  higher  wages  of  the  merchant 
service  on  the  lakes  and  rivers — give  the  necessary  advance  as  an 
inducement.  I  presume  that  from  these  representations  the  Govern¬ 
ment  will  furnish  the  men. 

The  want  of  money  is  also  seriously  embarrassing  our  progress  in 
preparing  the  mortar  boats.  Mr.  Adams,  the  contractor,  not  being 
able  to  obtain  funds  to  pay  his  men,  the  work  has  been  partially  sus¬ 
pended,  and  when  nominally  progressing  it  has  been  performed  in 
that  listless,  imperfect  manner  usual  among  men  when  just  payment 
is  withheld. 

I  regret  also  to  add,  as  completing  our  difficulties,  if  not  causing 
even  detention,  that  we  are  not  obtaining  the  facilities  at  the  arsenal 
here  that  I  anticipated  in  the  prompt  reception  and  plans  assigned  for 
ordnance  outfits  and  stores.  Several  howitzers  are  reported  to  me 
as  having  lately  been  sent  to  the  arsenal,  which  were  refused  storage 
and  sent  back  to  the  depot.  But  even  a  more  serious  inconvenience 
arises  from  want  of  proper  storage  room  at  Cairo.  I  applied  for,  and, 
as  you  may  recollect,  obtained  permission  to  have  the  Graham  boat  at 
Cairo  for  our  guns,  chains,  anchor,  outfits,  and  stores,  requiring  a 
heavy  wharf  boat ;  but  the  commissary  department  has  appropriated 
most  of  this  boat  to  its  use,  and  so  much  feeling  has  been  manifested 
at  our  claiming  it  that  T  have  relinquished  our-  half  of  the  boat. 

If  you  should  concur  in  my  views  and  permit  me  to  assign  Captain 
Constable,  in  reference  to  whom  I  addressed  you  a  letter  on  the  28th 
instant,  to  the  superintending,  under  my  direction,  of  the  mortar  beds 
and  boats,  and  if  money  can  be  obtained  for  payment  of  past  debts  in 
this  department,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  mortar  boats  may  not  be 
equipped  early  in  December,  as  well  as  the  gunboats  proper. 

The  causes  of  complaint  herein  set  forth  have  arisen  from  circum¬ 
stances  beyond  your  control ;  on  the  contrary,  had  the  authority  which 
you  so  freely  and  fully  vested  in  me,  when  reporting  to  you  in  camp 
near  Tipton,  been  sustained  by  the  Government  and  authorities  here 
and  at  Cairo,  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  would  have  been  in  a  greater 
state  of  forwardness.  I  may  also  add  that  my  rank  as  captain  being 
that  only  of  a  colonel  in  the  Army,  notwithstanding  the  force  under 
my  control,  places  me  in  your  absence  subordinate  to  a  colonel;  and 
therefore  the  gunboats  are  liable  to  be  diverted  from  the  service 
which  I  know  you  might  wish,  even  by  a  volunteer  colonel  of  a  single 
regiment,  should  he  happen  to  be  in  command  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
gunboats. 
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The  only  remedy  for  this  would  be  in  the  Navy  Department 
appointing  me  flag-officer  of  the  squadron  or  flotilla. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  etc. 

Major-General  Fremont, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  W est. 


Letter  from  B-rigadier-General  Grant ,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Commander 
Walke,  U.  8.  Navy ,  requesting  a  reconnoissance. 

Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  October  31, 1861. 

Captain  :  Commodore  Foote  has  written  to  me  to  send  the  gunboat 
Conestoga,  or  some  other,  to  Paducah  to  relieve  the  New  Era ,  which 
is  to  return  to  St.  Louis.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  distinguish 
the  boat  that  is  to  go? 

I  would  be  pleased  to  have  you  make  a  reconnoissance  to-day  with 
your  gunboat  as  far  as  it  is  secure  to  go.  It  is  not  my  desire  that 
you  should  throw  any  shell,  unless  you  should  discover  the  enemy 
away  from  their  encampments  and  think  you  could  do  good  execution. 

It  is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  the  gunboat  should  go  to  Paducah 
before  to-morrow. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brig adier-General,  Commanding. 

Captain  Walke, 

Commanding  Fleet,  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.S.  S._ 

Tyler,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  to  Lucas  Bend,  in  Mississippi 

River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Cairo,  III.,  October  31,  1861. 

Sir:  I  made  a  reconnoissance  down  the  river  this  morning,  under 
instructions  from  General  Grant,  as  far  as  the  extreme  end  of  Lucas 
Bend  and  below  Island  No.  4.  Found  no  apparent  change  in  the 
appearance  of  the  country  and  saw  no  movements  of  the  enemy  this 
side  of  Columbus. 

Many  of  their  camp  tents  seem  to  have  disappeared  from  the  Iron 
Banks,  and  there  were  no  new  indications  of  works  or  anything 
else  going  on. 

We  returned  to  Cairo  by  3. 

General  Grant  having  referred  the  subject  of  Commander  Porter  s 
being  relieved  from  duty  at  Paducah  to  me,  I  designated  the  Cones¬ 
toga  as  best  adapted  for  that  service,  and  this  vessel  will  take  her 
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place  to-morrow  at  Mound  City;  the  Lexington  remaining  at  Cairo 
and  vicinity. 

Very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


Letter  from  the  Quartermaster-General ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Captain 
F oote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regretting  orders  for  construction  of  vessels  in 
excess  of  appropriation. 


Quartermaster- General’s  Office, 

W  ashing  ton,  D.  C.,  November  1 , 1861. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  General  Halleck  has  instructions  in 
regard  to  the  gunboats. 

The  appropriation  not  being  sufficient  to  complete  and  equip  more 
than  three  altered  and  seven  built  gunboats  the  Department  is  em¬ 
barrassed  by  the  action  of  the  commanding  general  in  ordering 
so  many  mortar  rafts,  tugs,  and  altered  boats  in  addition  to  those 
contracted  for  by  this  Department. 

All  can  not  be  completed  without  further  appropriations— and 
for  the  present  at  least  this  Department  can  not  remit  money  except 
for  those  contracted  for  under  its  authority. 

Respectfully, 


M.  C.  Meigs, 
Quartermaster-General. 


Commodore  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C 'ommanding  Gunboats ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Semiofficial  report  of ■  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  his  position  and  requesting  appointment  as  flag-officer. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  2,  1861. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  yours  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  am  pleased  to 
learn  that  300  drilled  men  are  ready  for  us.  Please  send  them  forth¬ 
with,  and  let  these  be  followed  up  by  the  New  England  men,  fisher¬ 
men  and  landsmen,  and  we  will  soon  drill  them  into  efficient  gunners. 

I  am  quite  willing  to  give  Howard  the  go-by.  We  have  just 
officers  enough,  none  to  spare.  1  hope  and  trust  that  they  will  remain 
intact,  as  I  have  made  my  arrangements  based  on '  the  existing 
number. 

I  am  happy  to  say,  although  at  a  late  day,  that  guns,  powder, 
shell,  small  arms,  as  well  as  all  or  most  material  stores,  are  now  here 
and  with  the  men  coming,  as  I  infer  from  your  letter  they  will  before 
the  20th  instant,  we  shall  be  ready,  as  far  as  I  can  control  matters  to 
equip  and  soon  have  the  gunboats  in  fighting  order.  Still  the  boats 
are  not  ready,  and  I  am  nervously  anxious  about  them.  They  have 
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been  kept  back  by  want  of  money.  I  hope  we  shall  have  them  in  our 
hands  at  Cairo  even  by  1st  proximo;  but  you,  as  an  ex-officer  of 
the  Navy,  know  that  then  they  will  require  a  good  deal  of  work,  while 
it  will  take  some  time  to  equip  and  get  them  ready  for  action.  I 
shall  lose  no  time,  but  they  will  be  pushed  to  the  uttermost.  I  was 
ordered  by  General  Fremont  to  have  our  guns,  stores,  etc.,  sent 
here,  as  there  were  no  conveniences  then  at  Cairo.  Now  we  must 
transport  them  there,  which  we  can  not  do  in  the  gunboats,  as  the 
water  in  the  river  is  too  low. 

Only  fancy  for  a  moment  the  amount  of  work  for  us — thus  impro¬ 
vising  a  navy,  building  vesels,  picking  up  the  outfits  and  stores  where 
we  can,  sending  them  to  Cairo,  and  all  this  among  and  with  a  people 
who  are  unfamiliar  with  naval  wants.  A  friend  of  mine  here  from 
Philadelphia  remarked  to  me  the  other  day  that  it  was  a  shame  that 
the  Navy  Department  should  thus  sacrifice  an  officer  of  a  good  repu¬ 
tation  by  sending  him  to  do  all  this  work  and  not  let  him  select  his 
officers.  I  said  it  was  you,  but  you  meant  well,  although  you  could 
not  appreciate  the  position  in  which  you  placed  me;  and,  moreover, 
if  we  had  money,  and  the  vessels  were  finished,  I  would  have  mas¬ 
tered  it  all,  for,  as  a  gentleman  remarked,  we  had  the  best  organized 
business  office  in  St.  Louis.  Our  Bureaus  of  Ordnance,  of  Provisions 
and  Clothing,  of  Detail,  if  not  of  Yards,  Docks,  and  Construction, 
are  well  managed,  yet  we  do  fail  in  the  rendezvous  and  receiving 
ships  on  account  of  high  wages  in  the  merchant  service,  and  in  not 
being  able  for  want  of  funds  to  pay  any  advance. 

Now  the  synopsis  of  the  whole  is  this:  We  want  money  and  men, 
and  to  get  hold  of  the  gunboats ;  then  we  will  have  them  ready,  even 
in  less  time  than  at  our  navy  yards.  For  all  the  delay  in  building  the 
gunboats,  arising  from  causes  beyond  my  control,  I  expect  obloquy 
will  be  heaped  upon  me,  as  success  is  the  only  popular  test  of  merit. 

We  suffer  a  good  deal  for  my  want  of  rank.  The  Army  say  I  rank 
only  with  a  lieutenant-colonel,  and  in  one  instance  a  colonel  ordered 
a  gunboat  to  go  with  his  regiment  on  a  certain  duty.  General  Fre¬ 
mont  never  intended  this.  I  want,  for  the  efficiency  of  the  fleet,  the 
appointment  of  flag-officer.  At  Cairo  a  week  since,  the  brigadier- 
general  said  he  would  not  give  a  place  assigned  by  General  Fremont 
to  our  stores  had  it  not  been  a  positive  order  from  General  Fremont. 
I  am  considered  merely  as  a  captain,  and  find  that  I  want  rank  in 
order  to  render  my  command  more  effective.  My  own  boat  will  carry 
16  heavy  guns  of  8,000  or  6,300,  and  of  4,200  weight — nearly  the 
armament  of  a  frigate — and  there  will  be  12  boats,  also  38  mortar 
boats,  in  addition,  if  we  get  them  ready,  which  will  constitute  a 
large  squadron,  and  am  I  not  under  the  law  entitled  to  the  rank  and 
to  the  appointment  of  a  flag-officer?  Now,  when  afloat,  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  to  distinguish  my  vessel  from  the  others.  Hence  I  am  embarrassed 
on  all  sides  for  want  of  rank. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Sanford,  who  is 
the  ordnance  officer.  His  labors  here  have  been  greater  and  of  more 
importance  than  I  can  express  to  you.  He  has  worked  systematic¬ 
ally  from  early  in  the  morning  until  10  p.  m.  in  organizing  and 
securing  the  necesary  outfits  and  stores  in  ordnance.  He  is  one  of 
the  best  officers  in  the  Navy,  and  his  services  ought  to  be  secured  to 
the  Navy.  I  could  not,  with  all  the  obstacles,  have  had  his  depart- 
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ment  ready  had  he  not  been  with  us,  and  he  will  soon  resign  unless 
he  can  have,  as  he  richly  deserves  to  have,  his  original  position  in  the 
Navy.  I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  will  assist  Judge  [Ira]  Harris  in 
having  him  restored  to  his  former  rank.  I  ask  it  for  the  highest  good 
of  the  service  as  well  as  justice  to  him. 

I  have,  quite  lately,  by  order  of  General  Fremont,  taken  hold  of 
the  mortar  boats,  and  have  selected  a  clever  officer  to  give  his  special 
attention  to  the  beds  and  mortars  and  to  get  men.  If  I  am  given  full 
scope,  I  can  also  have  them  ready,  but  want  of  rank  and  money  and 
time  embarrass  me.  I  write  hurriedly,  as  business  presses  me  sorely. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  yours, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

G.  Y.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  payment  of  officers  and  men. 

Navy  Department,  November  2,  1861. 
Sir:  Referring  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  October  28,  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  officers  and  men,  this  Department  understands  that 
all  the  men  are  to  be  paid  by  the  Army  and  the  officers  by  the  Navy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters ,  St.  Louis. 


Letter  from  Captain  L  oote ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  John  Litherbury ,  esq., 
St.  Louis ,  Mo.,  urging  expedition  in  completion  of  gunboats. 

St.  Louis,  November  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  use  every  dispatch  in  completing  the  gunboats.  Let 
all  drawings,  if  any  be  necessary,  be  at  once  made.  I  would  have 
you  anticipate  work  by  making  due  preparations  in  the  collecting  of 
materials,  etc.,  and  render  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  to  any¬ 
one  who  may  desire  to  forward  the  work. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


John  Litherbury,  Esq., 

Superintendent ,  etc.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


A.  II.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 
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Report  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  securing  of  men 

for  the  gunboat  service. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  J/.,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  referring  to  its  enclosure,  a 
letter  from  Charles  Colahan,  esq.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  stating  that 
“  efforts  by  parties  to  secure  the  sailors  of  the  inland  seas  for  service 
on  the  Western  rivers  threaten  to  deprive  the  Navy  of  an  important 
element,”  has  been  received. 

I  am  -surprised  to  find  that  our  efforts,  as  directed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  to  secure  men  on  the  lakes  for  the  gunboats,  as  they  could  not 
be  sent  from  the  East,  should  be  regarded  as  antagonistical  to  the 
interests  of  the  Navy,  or  that  a  complaint  should  be  entertained  on 
account  of  our  shipping  men  on  the  lakes,  when  refused  them  on  the 
Atlantic  board. 

This  shows,  in  a  manner,  why  we  have  had  so  little  success  in 
obtaining  men  in  Cleveland,  wdiere  I  opened  a  rendezvous,  as  Messrs. 
Weatherly,  etc.,  a  firm  endorsed  by  my  brother,  proposed  to  secure 
for  us  500  or  600  men,  but  the  officers  I  have  sent  there  have  only 
succeeded  in  obtaining  three  men,  and  I  shall  therefore  order  that 
rendezvous  closed  immediately. 

Mr.  Colahan,  in  a  most  extraordinary  closing  clause  of  his  letter, 
offers  his  own  services  to  the  Government  to  ship  men  on  the  lakes. 

Many  parties  are  offering  their  services  to  assist  in  shipping  men, 
but  I  have  uniformly  found  that  we  could  not  get  them  on  their 
terms  without  overloading  the  vessels  with  useless  officers  or  some 
other  special  consideration  as  part  of  the  stipulation  for  the  men 
required.  I  shall  therefore  close  all  rendezvous  except  the  one  at 
Chicago,  from  where-  we  have  received  over  one  hundred  men,  and 
the  one  for  shipping  firemen  and  coal  heavers  at  Pittsburg. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  men  sent  from  the  East  may  be  sent 
direct  to  Cairo,  as  I  have  made  arrangements  for  them  to  be  received 
at  that  place,  where  we  are  sending  the  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Id.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  urging  the  appointment  of  a 
flag-officer  to  command  the  Western  waters  and  transmitting  report 
of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  expedition  in  Cumber¬ 
land  River. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  13, 1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  as 
it  shows  a  more  favorable  state  of  feeling  toward  the  Union  among 
the  people  bordering  on  the  Cumberland  Liver. 

We  have  applications  for  gunboats  to  cruise  up  the  Ohio  River, 
between  Evansville  and  Cincinnati,  but  are  unable  to  send  them,  ha v- 
ing  now  only  three  disposable  boats,  and  these  are  essential  at  Cano, 
Mound  City,  and  Paducah,  where  I  shall  keep  them,  unless  elsewhere 
ordered  by'  the  different  army  officers  commanding  the  several  ports, 
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who  claim  the  right  to  retain  them  or  send  them  away,  irrespective 
of  me,  on  the  ground  of  their  rank.  In  fact,  the  general  at  Cairo 
says  that  he  will  keep  them  if  the  whole  Navy  direct  them  to  move. 

I  therefore  earnestly  renew  my  application  that  a  flag-officer  may 
command  here,  and  if  I  am  not  considered  eligible  to  that  position, 
that  an  older  officer  of  that  rank  be  sent  out  immediately  and  I  trans¬ 
ferred  to  serve  correspondingly  to  my  rank  in  the  Southern  Atlantic 
Expedition  or  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

My  views  of  the  necessity  of  a  higher  rank  on  the  part  of  the  naval 
officer  commanding  are  not  only  held  by  all  the  navy  officers  here 
as  being  necessary  to  our  efficiency,  but  by  the  army  officers  gen¬ 
erally,  while  several  members  of  Congress  and  prominent  citizens  see 
its  necessity.  I  do  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  Department  bv  being 
considered  in  the  way  of  sending  out  a  flag-officer,  as  I  shall  cheer- 
fully  give  place  to  an  older  officer,  if  I  am  not  considered  eligible  to 
the  position.  In  fact,  I  would  altogether  prefer  it  than  to  remain  as 
I  am,  comparatively  useless  at  the  head  of  a  cooperating  power,  with¬ 
out  rank  at  all  corresponding  to  its  requirements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  'Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Paducah ,  November  6 , 1861. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  succeeded  in  passing  with  this  vessel  over  the 
stone  boats  sunk  by  the  rebels  upon  Ingram’s  Shoals,  in  the  Cumber¬ 
land  River,  t  miles  above  Eddyville,  and  also  others  laid  in  the 
channel  near  the  head  of  Line  Island,  2  miles  below  the  Tennessee 
State  line,  crushing  one  by  running  upon  it,  and  proceeded  up  to 
within  a  few  miles  of  Dover,  in  that  State. 

The  Magnolia  Mills  were  not  running.  I  caused  the  Empire  Iron 
Works  [Kentucky]  to  be  examined,  but  found  no  evidence  of  their 
having  been  employed,  as  reported,  in  casting  cannon  and  shot,  or  in 
any  but  legitimate  business. 

TVe  lemained  at  anchor  up  the  river  overnight  and  returned  here 
after  noon  to-day  without  having  found  a  steamer  or  barge  on  the 
nver.  I  observed  more  manifestations  of  Union  feeling  than  upon 
any  previous  occasion  and  met  with  hearty  cheers  upon  the  very  line 
of  Tennessee.  After  entering  that  State,  however,  we  saw  scarce 
anyone,  and  all  the  habitations  along  the  river,  except  one  or  two  in 
I  obacco  I  ort,  were  closed  and  apparently  deserted.  At  Eddyville  'I 
was  told  that  the  feeling  had  materially  improved  since  the  breaking 
up  of  the  rebel  camp  near  there,  and  that  Union  sentiments  were  rain 
idly  increasing.  I  shall  to-night  again  leave  for  the  same  destination, 

hoping  to  effectually  break  up  the  provision  trade  near  the  line  of 
I  ennessee. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U .  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  II.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers. 
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Report  of  Captain  Foote ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  remedies  for  certain 
defects  in  the  gunboats  under  construction. 

Semiofficial.]  St.  Louis,  November  7,  186 i. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  happy  to  say,  although  at  a  late  day,  that  guns, 
powder,  shell,  and  small  arms,  as  well  as  all  or  most  material  stores, 
are  now  here,  and  with  the  men  coming  from  the  East,  as  I  infer 
from  Secretary  Fox’s  late  letter  to  me,  they  will  be  on  hand  before 
the  25th  instant,  we  shall  be  ready,  as  far  as  I  can  control  matters,  to 
equip  and  soon  have  the  gunboats  in  fighting  order;  still,  the  boats 
are  not  ready,  and  I  am  nervously  anxious  about  them,  finding  that 
they  are  drawing  so  much  water  on  being  launched,  and,  therefore,  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  make  the  following  statement  in  reference  to 
the  gunboats  and  mortar  boats  now  building,  most  of  which  are 
already  launched. 

The  gunboats  draw  light,  but  with  the  iron  plating  on  (except  22 
tons,  mostly  forward  of  the  center  of  gravity)  5  feet  10  inches  aft 
and  3  feet'll  inches  forward.  The  fantail,  forming  the  deck  be¬ 
tween  the  hull  abaft  the  wheel  (the  recess),  is  now  13  inches  from 
the  water,  lying  still  in  smooth  water.  Two  rudders  are  still  to  be 
shipped,  and  these  in  a  short  time,  by  absorption  of  water,  will  sink 
by  their  own  weight  if  detached  from  the  vessel.  The  wheel  buckets 
are  also  to  be  put  on,  which  will  increase  the  weight  astern,  all  of 
which  you  will  see  leaves  little  or  no  room  for  clearance  of  water,  as 
the  wheel  buckets,  rudders,  etc.,  alluded  to  will  have  an  actual  weight 
of  3  tons  on  the  extreme  stern,  which  will  reduce  the  clearance  to  11| 
inches;  I  mean  by  clearance  of  water,  the  confined  space  of  11^ 
inches  from  the  surface  of  the  water  to  the  deck  forming  the  recess, 
which  water  will  be  so  disturbed  by  the  action  of  the  ivheel  as  to 
prevent  the  escapement  of  water  in  so  confined  a  place ;  for  the  waves 
caused  by  the  action  of  the  wheel  will  be  4  feet,  and  the  half  of  which, 
of  course,  as  you  will  see,  will  be  required  for  clearance.  Now,  all 
this  is  based  upon  the  draft  they  will  have  when  ready  to  receive 
armament,  outfit,  stores,  and  crew. 

In  my  opinion,  the  remedy  which  appears  the  most  feasible  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  evils  that  I  have  set  forth  is  to  cut  out  the  deck  and  beams 
covering  the  clearance,  springing  a  heavy  timber  arch  over  the  space 
and  connecting  the  ends  of  the  arch  beams  with,  say,  21-inch  round 
iron,  and  upon  these  beams  construct  a  light  deck.  Mr.  Eads,  the 
contractor,  believes  that  the  draft  astern  will  not  be  increased,  for  the 
reason  that  so  much  iron  plating  and  a  large  portion  of  the  weight 
of  the  armament  will  be  forward  of  the  center  of  gravity,  which  will, 
in  his  opinion,  lift  the  stern  and  give  greater  clearance  than  even  it 
now  has.  Mr.  Eads  also  says  that  while,  he  had  no  part  in  the  model¬ 
ing  of  these  boats  and  is  therefore  relieved  of  all  responsibility  for 
their  imperfection,  he  thinks  I  am  unnecessarily  concerned  as  to  the 
amount  of  clearance  for  the  wheel  and  the  difficulties  which  1  feai 
will  ensue  from  that  defect. 

I  have  had  the  mortar  boats  examined,  and  send  herewith  a  rough 
sketch  and  description  of  them.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  decks  will 
come  nearly  awash,  or  even  with  the  water  when  fully  equipped; 
but  still  the  bulwarks,  being  well  calked  and  secured,  it  is  believed 
that  the  boats  will  carry  safely  the  mortars  and  beds  with  necessary 
appurtenances,  keeping  the  weight  below  35  tons. 
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I  am  greatly  exercised  about  the  mortar  boats  and  also  the  pro¬ 
pellers  to  tow  them,  which  have  been  ordered  by  General  Fremont. 
I  am  obeying  these  orders  here,  and  fitting  out  the  boats  as  far  as 
having  no  money  or  credit  for  this  work  will  enable  me  to  do. 

Please  telegraph  me  if  I  am  authorized  to  appoint  officers  and  men 
for  this  purpose,  as  we  are  behind  time,  arising  from  causes  wholly 
beyond  my  control. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Quartermaster-General  Meigs, 

W  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


* 


Report  of  Captain  Foote ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  Com¬ 
mander  P older ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  New  Era , 
regarding  expedition  in  Cumberland  River. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  communication  addressed  to  me  by  Commander 
Porter,  which  officer  I  sent  from  here  with  the  New  Era  about  a 
month  since  to  blockade  the  Tennessee  River,  near  Paducah. 

Commander  Porter  s  report  having  been  sent  off  in  a  hurry,  as 
Paducah  was  then  threatened  by  the  rebels,  without  being  finished, 
and  as  General  Smith  could  dispense  with  his  services,  she  has  now 
returned  to  St.  Louis  by  my  orders  for  the  purpose  of  being  thor¬ 
oughly  fitted  for  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Neav  Era, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  New  Era  at  this  port,  and  also  give  a  statement  of  the  result 
of  recent  instructions.  On  the  30th  ultimo  I  was  requested  by  Gen¬ 
eral  C.  F.  Smith  to  proceed  up  the  Cumberland  River,  taking  with 
me  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hester,  and  bring  down  from  Canton  or 
its  vicinity  a  company  of  loyal  volunteers  who  could  not  otherwise 
leave  that  part  of  the  country.  In  accordance  with  this  request  I 
proceeded  up  the  Cumberland. 

On  my  arrival  at  Smithland  I  was  informed  by  the  colonel  com¬ 
manding  at  that  point  there  was  a  large  force  at  Ingram’s  Shoals 
on  the  Cumberland,  throwing  up  fortifications. 

I  here  took  on  board  part  of  a  company  of  troops  under  command 
ot  Captain  Campbell  and  proceeded  up.  All  along  the  river  we 
heard  of  these  troops.  I  pushed  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  arrived 
at  Ingram  s  Shoals  at  C  a.  m.  on  the  31st  and  found  the  river  com- 
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pletely  obstructed  by  sunken  coal  barges,  and  the  enemy  had  only 
left  one  hour  before  my  arrival,  and  it  could  plainly  be  seen  had  left 
in  such  haste  that  part  of  their  work  was  unfinished. 

The  man  Hester,  sent  by  General  Smith,  I  believe  to  have  been  an 
imposter,  as  the  moment  we  took  the  troops  on  board  at  Smith  [land] 
he  informed  me  the  object  of  his  mission  had  failed,  and  he  wished 
at  once  to  leave  the  vessel,  which  I  refused  to  allow  him  to  do.  He 
also  wished  to  leave  at  the  same  place  on  my  return,  but  I  compelled 
him  to  return  to  Paducah.  On  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  found 
orders  to  return  to  St.  Louis. 

I  have  heard  from  reliable  sources  there  is  a  fort  of  six  light  guns 
erected  in  the  Tennessee  at  Henry.  This  fort  could  be  easily  taken 
by  this. vessel,  but  General  C.  F.  Smith  declined  sending  her  up  to 
that  point. 

Two  thousand  troops  and  a  battery  of  6-pounders  were  a  few  days 
ago  landed  from  the  Iron  Bank  on  the  Missouri  side  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River.  The  object  of  this  force  is  to  build  batteries  and  prevent 
the  passage  of  gunboats  down. 

This  force  could  be  easily  captured  with  a  combined  movement 
of  the  army  and  navy,  and,  unless  it  is  done,  I  have  no  doubt,  from 
information  I  have  received,  that  Bird’s  Point  will  be  attacked  by 
the  enemy  in  considerable  force. 

This  small  force  is  now  in  a  menacing  attitude  toward  General 
Grant’s  troops  at  Bird’s  Point. 

I  found  alPof  the  United  States  troops  lying  inactive  behind  in- 
trenchments,  while  the  enemy  are  active  in  every  direction  with  a 
force  not  more  than  half  the  number  of  the  United  States  forces. 

In  the  neighborhood  there  are  about  6,000  rebels.  Twenty  miles 
from  Paducah,  2,000 ;  within  the  vicinity  of  Canton,  400  or  500 ;  near 
Henry,  up  the  Tennessee  River,  about  200  or  300.  Of  United  States 
forces  there  are,  at  Bird’s  Point,  Cairo,  and  Camp  [Fort?]  Holt, 
10,000;  at  Paducah,  8,000;  Mound  City,  600;  Metropolis,  600;  Cale¬ 
donia,  300,  and  Smithland,  1,000;  total,  20,500. 

The  gunboats  are  at  present  stationed  as  follows :  The  Lexington , 
Commander  Stembel,  at  Cairo;  the  Tyler ,  Commander  Walke,  at 
Mound  City;  the  Conestoga ,  Lieutenant  Phelps,  at  Paducah. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Porter, 

C ommander. 

Commodore  A.  H.  Foote. 

The  New  Era  has  steamed  850  miles  on  this  cruise. 

W.  D.  P. 

[Endorsement.] 

Forwarded  with  the  remark  that  I,  myself,  when  last  in  Cairo, 
consulted  Avith  the  commanding  general  in  relation  to  going  down  to 
attack  Columbus  with  two  gunboats  and  4,000  men,  remarking  to  him 
that  the  boats  were  ready  and  I  would  go  down  with  them.  He 
deemed  the  move  inexpedient  on  the  ground  that  his  men  were  not 
properly  armed.  I  say  this  in  justice  to  General  Grant,  an  officer  of 
the  highest  standing. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  etc. 


398 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Engagement  at  Belmont ,  Mo.,  November  7 ,  1861. 

[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  November  7,  1861. 

General  Grant  at  the  head  of  a  force  of  observation,  accompanied 
by  the  gunboats  Lexington  and  Tayler  [Tyler],  charged  and  took  the 
rebel  batteries  at  Belmont,  destroying  their  tents.  The  enemy  being 
reinforced  from  Columbus,  General  Grant  returned  to  the  trans¬ 
ports,  bringing  off  68  prisoners.  The  loss  on  both  sides  is  great. 
The  gunboats  did  their  duty.  Not  arrived  on  their  way  up.  General 
Grant’s  horse  was  shot. 


Roger  Perry, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla ,  care  Planter's  Rouse. 


General  Order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant,  IT.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  November  8,  1861. 

The  general  commanding  this  military  district  returns  his  thanks 
io  the  troops  under  his  command  at  the  battle  of  Belmont  on 
yesterday. 

It  has  been  his  fortune  to  have  been  in  all  the  battles  fought  in 
Mexico  by  Generals  Scott  and  Zachary  Taylor,  save  Buena  '  Vista, 
and  he  never  saw  one  more  hotly  contested  or  where  troops  behaved 
with  more  gallantry. 

Such  courage  will  insure  victory  wherever  our  flag  may  be  borne 
and  protected  by  such  a  class  of  men. 

To  the  many  brave  men  who  fell,  the  sympathy  of  the  country  is 
due,  and  will  be  manifested  in  a  manner  unmistakable. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  the  commanding- 

officer  of  the  IJ.  S.  S,  Tyler. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 

Off  Cairo,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  communication  conveys  well-authenticated  information, 
which,  I  trust,  will  excuse  its  great  length,  as  well  as  secure  it  an 
attentive  perusal. 

I  send  herewith  a  report  of  Commander  Walke,  of  the  gunboat 
Tyler,  showing  the  participation  of  that  vessel  and  the  gunboat 
Lexington,  Commander  Stembel,  in  the  attack  on  the  batteries  at 
Belmont,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  this  side  of  Columbus.  As  a 
synopsis  of  this  full  and  extended  report,  I  may  say  that  the  gunboats 
rendered  the  most  effective  service  on  this  occasion,  having  but,  1  man 
killed  and  2  wounded.  In  fact,  I  am  informed  both  by  army  and 
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navy  officers  that  the  boats,  by  covering  the  final  retreat,  with  well- 
directed  fire  of  grape  and  canister  mowing  down  the  enemy,  pre¬ 
vented  our  troops  from  being  almost,  if  not  entirely,  cut  to  pieces. 
General  Grant,  the  commanding  general,  informs  me  that  there  are 
40,000  men  and  108  guns  of  large  caliber  in  Columbus  and  its  vicinity, 
and  that  the  rebels  intend  to  make  this  point  their  principal  stand 
against  the  movements  of  the  gunboats  and  troops  down  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River:  A  rifle  shot  weighing  90  pounds  was  picked  up  by  one 
of  our  men  a  distance  of  3  miles  from  one  of  the  rebel  batteries. 

The  demonstration  down  the  river  was  intended  rather  as  an 
armed  reconnoissance  than  an  attack  on  Columbus — in  fact,  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  detachment  which  had  crossed  the 
river;  and  this  was  effected  by  capturing  the  cannon  and  burning  the 
tents  and  baggage,  the  latter  accomplished  by  Quartermaster  Hatch, 
with  a  detachment  of  men.  This  movement,  it  is  believed,  has  pre¬ 
vented,  for  the  present  at  least,  a  junction  with  General  Price  in 
southwest  Missouri,  also  the  detachments  being  cut  off,  which  have 
been  sent  from  here  to  attack  Jeff  Thompson,  as  well  as  establishing 
the  fact  of  Columbus  being  so  strongly  fortified  that  a  large  land 
force  must  cooperate  with  the  gunboats  in  order  to  move  successfully 
beyond  this  point  down  the  Mississippi  River.  On  the  other  hand, 
General  Grant  is  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  rebels  may  retaliate 
by  an  attempt  to  seize  Bird’s  Point  or  Fort  Holt  in  this  immediate 
vicinity,  and,  in  view  of  this  wants  early  reinforcements  of  well- 
equipped  regiments.  The  general  estimates  the  loss  on  our  side  at 
250  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  and  the  enemy’s  loss,  in  killed 
alone,  at  300.  My  own  opinion  is,  after  careful  enquiry,  as  stragglers 
are  still  coming  in,  that  our  loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  will 
amount  to  500  persons,  together  with  25  baggage  wagons,  100  horses, 
1,000  overcoats,  and  1,000  blankets.  The  men  fought  with  great  gal¬ 
lantry,  and  Generals  Grant  and  McClernand  had  their  horses  shot 
under  them;  and  had  not  the  troops  been  flushed  with  their  eaily 
success  and  commenced  looting  instead  of  being  prepared  to  retire 
when  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  accomplished,  they  might  have 
left  with  comparative  little  loss;  but  the  delay  gave  the  enemy  time 
to  cross  from  Columbus  in  great  force,  and  hence  the  comparatively 
disastrous  termination  in  the  withdrawal  of  our  forces.  . 

I  also  beg  leave  to  call  special  attention  to  the  following  considera¬ 
tions  as  seriously  affecting  the  efficiency  of  the  naval  forces  here 
unless  an  officer  of  an  older  date  of  commission  to  myself  is  invested 
with  the  command,  in  case  I  am  not  considered  eligible  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  flag-officer.  When  last  in  Cairo  I  requested  Brigadier- 
General  Grant,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army  here,  to  inform 
me  by  telegram,  at  St.  Louis,  whenever  an  attack  upon  the  enemy  was 
made  requiring  the  cooperation  of  the  gunboats,  that  I  might  be  here 
to  take  them  into  action.  To  this,  the  general  assented,  and,  under 
the  assurance,  I  returned  to  St.  Louis,  where  my  services  were  essen¬ 
tial  in  fitting  out  the  gun  and  mortar  boats.  But  no  telegram  was 
sent  me,  nor  any  information  given  by  General  Grant  when  the  move¬ 
ment  upon  Belmont  was  made;  nor  did  he  let  Commander  V\  a  Ike,  or 
Stembel,  know  his  intention  until  he  directed  them  to  proceed  with 
his  force  on  the  armed  reconnoissance  toward  Belmont,  i  deeply 
reoret  the  withholding  of  this  information  from  me,  as  I  ought  not 
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only  to  have  been  informed,  in  order  that  I  might  have  commanded 
the  gunboats,  but  it  was  a  want  of  consideration  toward  the  Navy,  a 
cooperating  force  with  the  army  on  such  expeditions.  General  Grant, 
however,  on  my  arrival  early  this  morning,  called  upon  me  and 
expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  not  telegraphed  as  he  had  promised, 
assigned  as  the  cause  that  he  had  forgotten  it,  in  the  haste  in  which 
the  expedition  was  prepared,  until  it  was  too  late  for  me  to  arrive  in 
time  to  take  the  command;  still,  in  this  instance,  as  well  as  from 
Brigadier-General  Curtis,  commanding  at  St.  Louis,  wishing  to  see 
my  orders  from  the  Navy  Department  and  the  instruction  from 
Quartermaster-General  Meigs,  and  suggesting  that  men  should  not 
be  shipped  until  the  gunboats  were  ready  for  them,  showing  thus, 
from  want  of  experience,  no  appreciation  of  our  wants,  it  may  be 
readily  seen  the  importance  of  the  naval  officer  commanding,  whoever 
he  may  be,  of  having  the  appointment  and  rank  of  flag-officer  for 
the  safety  and  efficiency  of  the  gunboats,  by  giving  him  immunity 
from  the  orders  of  brigadier-general  down  to  lieutenant-colonel, 
who  are  inexperienced  in  naval  matters,  claiming  rank  over  naval 
captains  of  under  five  years  date  of  commission. 

h  or  these  reasons  the  Department  will  appreciate  my  position  and 
see  that  I  can  not  much  longer  serve  effectively  unless  rank  is  given 
me  corresponding  to  my  command  and  its  responsibilities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  etc. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tyler. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Mound  City,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  6th 
instant  I  received  instructions  from  General  Grant  to  proceed  down 
the  river  in  company  with  the  Lexington,  under  Commander  Stembel 
foi  a  i  econnoissance  and  as  convoy  to  some  half  dozen  transport 
steamers.  We  proceeded  to  opposite  Norfolk,  near  the  Kentucky 
shore,  where  we  rounded  to  and  anchored  for  the  night.  I  then 
learned  for  the  first  time  the  extent  of  the  reconnoissance. 

At  3  o’clock  the  following  morning,  at  the  request  of  General 
Grant,  the  Tyler  and  Lexington  started  down  the  river  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  engaging  their  batteries  at  Columbus,  but,  after  proceeding 
a  few  miles,  we  were  met  by  such  a  dense  fog  as  to  render  anv  furtheu 
progress  hazardous.  We  therefore  rounded  to,  and  returned  to  the 
point  from  whence  we  started.  At  6  o’clock  we  all  got  underway 
our  two  gunboats  taking  the  lead,  and  convoying  the  steamers  con¬ 
taining  Generals  Grant  and  McClernand  -anil  their  aids  and  some 
3,000  troops,  two  companies  of  cavalrv,  and  some  artillery.  We  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  river  to  the  extreme  end  of  Lucas  Bend  and  iust 
without,  as  I  thought,  the  range  of  their  guns  on  Iron  Bank.  After 
the  troops  had  disembarked  and  were  under  marching  orders  84 
o  clock,  our  two  boats  proceeded  to  engage  their  batteries  on  Iron 
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Bank,  expending  each  several  rounds  of  shell  and  returning  to  (lie 
transports.  Their  shot  mostly  passed  over  us,  though  in  some  in¬ 
stances  coming  very  closely  to  us.  At  this  time,  with  their  long- 
range  rifled  cannon,  they  sent  a  large  number  of  shot  half  a  mile 
above  the  transports.  I  requested  the  captains  of  the  transports  to 
move  up  and  out  of  the  range  of  their  shot,  which  they  did.  At 
10  o’clock,  the  engagement  having  commenced  at  Belmont,  we  again 
engaged  the  Iron  Bank  batteries,  expending  still  more  shell ;  their 
shot  flying  around  us,  but  doing  no  harm,  while  our  shell  seemed 
to  go  where  they  could  be  effective.  We  returned  after  an  engage¬ 
ment  of  about  twenty  minutes  to  the  transports. 

At  about  noon,  hearing  the  battle  at  Belmont  still  going  on,  our 
two  gunboats  made  a  third  attack  upon  their  batteries,  this  time 
going  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nearer  to  them.  We  opened  a  brisk 
fire  of  shell  and  seemingly  with  good  effect,  while  in  this  engage¬ 
ment  one  of  their  24-pounders  struck  us  on  the  starboard  bulwarks 
and  continuing  obliquely  through  the  spar  deck  took  off  the  head  of 
Michael  Adams,  seaman,  and  broke  the  arm  and  otherwise  seriously 
injured  James  Wolfe,  seaman,  and  slightly  wounding  a  third.  Act¬ 
ing  Surgeon  Kearney,  who  was  cool  and  assiduous  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  immediately  dressed  Wolfe’s  wounds,  but  considered 
him  in  a  critical  condition. 

We  fired  a  fewT  more  shell  and  returned,  keeping  up  the  fire  from 
our  stern  guns  as  long  as  we  were  within  reach  of  them. 

It  is  providential  that  we  have  escaped  with  so  little  damage.  A 
fragment  of  one  of  their  shells  struck  us  in  the  stern,  doing  but 
trifling  damage. 

When  nearly  all  our  troops  had  reembarked  and  were  about  ready 
to  start,  a  sudden  attack  was  made  upon  the  transport  vessels  by  a 
large  force  coming  in  from  above.  Our  gunboats  being  in  good 
position,  we  opened  a  brisk  fire  of  grape  and  canister  and  five  shells, 
silencing  the  enemy  with  great  slaughter.  After  the  transports  were 
safely  underway  we  followed  them,  throwing  a  shell  occasionally  to 
repel  the  enemy  approaching  to  the  banks.  When  a  few  miles  up 
the  river,  we  met  one  of  the  transports,  Chancellor ,  with  Brigadier- 
General  McClernand  aboard,  who  stated  that  some  of  their  men  were 
left  behind,  and  asked  that  we  might  return  with  our  gunboats  and 
see  if  we  could  find  them.  We  did  so,  the  Lexington  accompanying 
us,  and  between  us  succeeded  in  securing  nearly  all  that  was  left  be¬ 
hind,  together  with  about  forty  prisoners,  including  some  badly 
wounded. 

We  then  proceeded  up  to  Island  No.  1,  where  the  Rob  Roy  met  us, 
with  instructions  from  General  Grant  to  turn  over  all  the  troops  and 
prisoners  and  to  remain  till  Colonel  Cook,  who  was  down  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  shore  on  a  reconnoissance,  should  return.  He  returned  at  10, 
and  at  11  I  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  to  Cairo,  having  sent  the 
Lexington  on  before  me. 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the  officers  and  crew  to  state  that  they 
acted  throughout  all  our  engagements  with  perfect  coolness,  ability, 
and  courage,  the  crew  answering  the  calls  to  quarters  with  an  alacrity 
becoming  earnest  cooperators  for  the  Government. 

I  was  astonished,  with  the  apparently  new  material  we  have,  to 
see  with  what  zeal  and  efficiency  they  all  performed  their  parts. 

N  w  b — vol  22 - 26 
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The  Lexington ,  under  Commander  Stembel,  as  consort,  supported 
me  throughout  the  day  with  the  most  commendable  energy  and  effi¬ 
ciency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval'  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 


Special  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant,  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  District  Southeastern  Missouri, 

On  Board  Steamer  Belle  of  Memphis ,  November  7, 1861. 

The  troops  comprising  the  expedition  now  in  transit  at  this  point 
will  sail  at  6  o’clock  a.  m.,  the  gunboats  in  advance. 

They  will  be  followed  by  the  First  Brigade’  commanded  by  Briga¬ 
dier-General  McClernand.  The  First  Brigade  will  consist  of  all  the 
troops  from  Cairo,  Fort  Holt,  and  Taylor’s  battery. 

.  The  Second  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  remainder  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  will  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Dougherty,  and  will  follow. 
The  whole  will  be  landed  at  the  lowest  point  on  the  Missouri  shore 
that  can  be  reached  in  security  from  the  rebel  batteries,  and  where 
a  landing  can  be  effected. 

b  rom  this  point  orders  will  be  communicated  for  the  disposition 
of  the  entire  command. 

The  point  for  disembarkation  will  be  designated  bv  Captain  Walke, 
commanding  naval  forces. 


Captain  Walke, 

Commanding  Gunboat  A. 


U.  S.  Grant, 

B  rig  adder -General,  Commanding. 
O.  Tyler. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tyler,  forwarded 
to  the  commanding  general. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Mound  City ,  November  8,  1861. 

General:  Agreeable  to  your  instructions,  I  proceeded  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th,  m  company  with  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Lexinqtom 
under  Commander  Stembel,  down  the  Mississippi,  convoyino-  a  num¬ 
ber  of  transport  steamers  as  far  as  opposite  Norfolk  and  "near  the 
Kentucky  shore,  where  we  all  anchored  for  the  night.  At  3  o’clock 
the  following  morning,  the  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington  proceeded 
down  the  river  with  the  intention  of  engaging  the  enemv  at  Iron 
Bank,  but  after  going  a  short  distance  we?  were  met  by  such  a  dense 
fog  as  to  render  any  further  progress  hazardous  and  impracticable. 
We  therefore  rounded  to,  and  returned  to  the  point  from  whence  we 
Started.  I  received  your  special  order,  and  at  6  o’clock  we  all  started, 
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the  two  gunboats  taking  the  leach  We  proceeded  to  the  extreme  end 
of  Lucas  Bend,  where  I  supposed  we  were  out  of  the  range  of  their 
guns.  After  your  troops  were  disembarked  and  under  marching 
orders,  about  8|  o’clock,  the  two  gunboats  proceeded  to  engage  the 
batteries  at  Iron  Bank. 

We  each  expended  several  rounds  of  shell  and  seemingly  with 
good  effect,  but  their  balls  from  the  rifled  cannon  flew  by  and  over 
us  to  a  great  extent,  some  of  their  shot  going  half  a  mile  above  the 
transports;  fortunately,  however,  they  did  us  no  damage  and  we 
returned  to  the  transports,  where  they  kept  firing  at  us  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  length  of  time.  I  finally  requested  the  captains  of  the 
transports  to  move  above  and  out  of  the  range  of  their  guns,  which 
subsequently  they  did,  we  ourselves  doing  likewise. 

At  10  o’clock,  hearing  the  battle  at  Belmont,  our  two  boats  again 
proceeded  down  to  engage  their  batteries,  this  time  expending  more 
shell  and  receiving  no  injury.  After  an  engagement  of  twenty  min¬ 
utes,  in  the  meantime  the  shots  flying  thickly  about  us,  we  again 
returned  to  the  transports,  continuing  our  fire  as  long  as  our  shells 
reached  them. 

At  12  o’clock,  hearing  the  battling  at  Belmont,  the  two  gunboats 
made  their  third  attack  upon  the  Iron  Bank  batteries,  this  time  going 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nearer.  We  opened  a  brisk  fire  of  shell, 
their  rifled  balls  still  passing  beyond  and  around  us,  but  one  of  their 
24-pounders  struck  us  on  the  starboard  bulwarks,  continuing  through 
the  spar  deck  and  in  its  course  taking  off  the  head  of  one  man,  and 
injuring  two  others;  one  probably  will  result  fatally.  After  firing 
a  few  more  rounds,  we  returned,  keeping  up  our  fire  from  the  stern 
guns  till  out  of  reach. 

It  is  truly  miraculous  that  wTe  have,  in  all  our  engagements,  escaped 
with  so  little  damage. 

On  our  return  to  the  transports,  and  when  nearly  all  the  troops 
had  reembarked  and  were  just  about  ready  to  leave,  a  sudden  attack 
was  made  upon  the  transport  vessels  by  an  apparently  large  rein¬ 
forcement  of  the  rebels.  Our  boats  being  in  good  position,  we  opened 
a  fire  with  our  grape,  canister,  and  5-second  shell,  and  completely 
routed  them,  we  learn,  with  great  slaughter.  After  silencing  the 
enemy,  we  continued  our  fire  with  the  broadside  guns,  throwing  shells 
on  the  banks  ahead  with  the  bow  gun  to  protect  the  transports  and 
throwing  shells  from  the  stern  gun  upon  the  enemy’s  ground  so  long 
as  we  were  in  reach.  After  passing  a  few  miles  up  the  river  we  met 
the  Chancellor ,  with  Brigadier-General  McClernand  aboard,  who 
stated  that  some  of  their  troops  were  left  behind,  and  by  his  directions 
both  gunboats  returned  some  distance,  picking  up  between  us  all 
there  were  to  be  seen,  together  with  a  large  number  of  prisoners 
(some  wounded  and  sick),  Acting  Surgeons  Kearney  and  Goddard 
dressing  the  wounds  of  the  wounded.  Every  attention  was  paid  to 
alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded,  and  the  crew  of  the  ship 
furnished  them  with  their  own  hammocks  and  bedding. 

We  then  returned  to  Island  No.  1.  Met  the  Rob  Roy  with  instruc¬ 
tions  from  you  to  turn  over  to  her  all  our  soldiers  and  prisoners  and 
remain  there  till  an  hour  after  Colonel  Cook’s  return  from  a  recon- 
noissance  down  the  Kentucky  side.  We  then  weighed  anchor  and 
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proceeded  to  Cairo.  Commander  Stembel,  with  the  Lexington  as 
consort,  supported  me  in  all  the  duties  of  the  day,  with  a  most  com¬ 
mendable  energy  and  effective  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U .  S.  Navy. 

Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  /S.  E.  District  Missouri ,  Cairo,  111. 


List  of  officers  of  the  TJ.  S.  gunboat  Lexington,  November  11,  1861. 


Rank. 

Name. 

)k  ft 

Pay. 

Commander _  _.  _  _ 

Roger tt".  Stembel- 

First  master _ 

$150.00 
125.00 
100.00 
80.00 
40.00 
175.00 
175.00 
104. 161 
100.00 
125.00 
100.00 
80.00 
60.00 
83.331 
50.00 
50.00 

Second  master.  ..... 

Martin  Dunn _ 

Third  master.  _  _ 

James  Fitzpatrick- 

Fourth  master.  _  _ 

Sylvester  Pool 

Master’s  mate.  _ 

Jas.  McB.  Stembel  _ 

Pilot  .  ..... 

Joseph  McCammant 

Do _ 

William  Ford 

Assistant  surgeon  .  _ _ 

Paymaster  _ 

Edward  K.  Hall _  _  _ 

Augustus  F.  Taylor 

Chief  engineer  ... 

First  assistant  engineer. 

Second  assistant  engineer  .... 

Win.  H.  Meredith  _ 

Third  assistant  engineer 

William  Bishop _ 

Gunner  _ _  __ 

John  R.  Hall- 

Carpenter _ _ 

Thompson  Curry. 

Armorer  _ _ 

Reuben  Storey 

Report  of  Brigadier-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army. 


General  : 


Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  III.,  November  17,  1861. 


*  *  *  #  *  *  * 

About  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  received  information 
from  Colonel  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  at  Charleston,  [Mo.],  (sent  by  mes¬ 
senger  on  steamer  W.  II.  B.)  that  he  had  learned  from  a  reliable 
Union  man  that  the  enemy  had  been  crossing  troops  from  Columbus 
to  Belmont  the  day  before,  for  the  purpose  of  following  after  and  cut¬ 
ting  off  the  forces  under  Colonel  Oglesby.  Such  a  move  on  his  part 
seemed  to  me  more  than  probable,  and  gave  at  once  a  twofold  impor¬ 
tance  to  my  demonstration  against  the  enemy — namely,  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  reinforcements  to  General  Price,  and  the  cutting  off  of  the  two 
small  columns  that  I  had  sent,  in  pursuance  of  directions,  from  this 
place  and  Cape  Girardeau,  in  pursuit  of  Jeff  Thompson.  This  infor¬ 
mation  determined  me  to  attack  vigorously  his  forces  at  Belmont, 
knowmg  that  should  we  be  repulsed,  we  would  reembark  without 
difficulty  under  the  protection  of  the  gunboats.  The  following  order 
was  given : 

On  Board  Steamer  Belle  Memphis 

November  7,  1861—2  o’clock  a.  m. 

The  troops  composing  the  present  expedition  from  this  place  will  move 
promptly  at  6  o’clock  this  morning.  The  gunboats  will  take  the  advance  and 
be  followed  by  the  First  Brigade,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  John  A. 
McClernand,  composed  of  all  the  troops  from  Cairo  and  Fort  Holt.  The  Second 
Brigade,  comprising  the  remainder  of  the  troops  of  the  expedition,  commanded 
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by  Colonel  Henry  Dougherty,  will  follow.  The  entire  force  will  debark  at  the 
lowest  point  on  the  Missouri  shore  where  a  landing  can  be  effected  in  security 
from  the  rebel  batteries.  The  point  of  debarkation  will  be  designated  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Walke,  commanding  naval  forces. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant : 

John  A.  Rawlins, 

Assist  a  n  t  A  dj  utant-Oeneral. 

Promptly  at  the  hour  designated  we  proceeded  down  the  river  to  a 
point  just  out  of  range  of  the  rebel  batteries  at  Columbus,  and  de¬ 
barked  on  the  Missouri  shore.  From  here  the  troops  were  marched, 
with  skirmishers  well  in  advance,  by  flank  for  about  a  mile  toward 
Belmont,  and  there  formed  in  line  of  battle. 

We  had  but  fairly  got  underway  when  the  enemy,  having  received 
reinforcements,  rallied  under  cover  of  the  river  bank  and  the  woods 
on  the  point  of  land  in  the  bend  of  the  river  above  us,  and  made  his 
appearance  between  us  and  our  transports,  evidently  with  a  design 
of  cutting  oft‘  our  return  to  them. 

Our  troops  were  not  in  the  least  discouraged,  but  charged  the  enemy 
and  again  defeated  him.  We  then,  with  the  exception  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Illinois,  Colonel  N.  B.  Buford  commanding,  reached  our 
transports  and  embarked  without  further  molestation.  While  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  arrival  of  this  regiment,  and  to  get  some  of  our  wounded 
from  a  field  hospital  near  by,  the  enemy,  having  crossed  fresh  troops 
from  Columbus,  again  made  his  appearance  on  the  river  bank  and 
commenced  firing  upon  our  transports.  The  fire  was  returned  by 
our  men  from  the  decks  of  the  steamers,  and  also  by  the  gunboats 
with  terrible  effect,  compelling  him  to  retire  in  the  direction  of  Bel¬ 
mont.  In  the  meantime  Colonel  Buford,  although  he  had  received 
orders  to  return  with  the  main  force,  took  the  Charleston  road  from 
Belmont,  and  came  in  on  the  road  leading  to  Bird’s  Point,  where  we 
had  formed  the  line  of  battle  in  the  morning.  At  this  point,  to  avoid 
the  effect  of  the  shells  from  the  gunboats  that  were  beginning  to  fall 
among  his  men,  he  took  a  blind  path  direct  to  the  river  and  followed  a 
wood  road  up  its  bank,  and  thereby  avoided  meeting  the  enemy,  who 
were  retiring  by  the  main  road.  On  his  appearance  on  the  river  bank 
a  steamer  was  dropped  down  and  took  his  command  on  board,  with¬ 
out  his  having  participated  or  lost  a  man  in  the  enemy’s  attempt  to 
cut  us  off  from  our  transports. 

Nothwithstanding  the  crowded  state  of  our  transports,  the  only 
loss  we  sustained  from  the  enemy’s  fire  upon  them  was  three  men 
wounded,  one  of  whom  belonged  to  one  of  the  boats. 

jj*  ^  ^ 

My  own  horse  was  shot  under  me  during  the  engagement. 

The  gunboats  Tyler ,  Captain  Walke,  and  Lexington ,  Captain  Stem- 
bel,  convoyed  the  expedition  and  rendered  most  efficient  service.  Im¬ 
mediately  upon  our  landing  they  engaged  the  enemy’s  batteries  on 
the  heights  above  Columbus,  and  protected  our  transports  through¬ 
out.  For  a  detailed  account  of  the  part  taken  by  them  I  refer  with 
pleasure  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Captain  H.  Walke,  senior 
officer,  No.  3. 

*}c  %  ijc 

From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  since  the  en¬ 
gagement,  the  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  much  greater 
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than  ours.  We  captured  175  prisoners,  all  his  artillery  and  transpor¬ 
tation,  and  destroyed  his  entire  camp  and  garrison  equipage.  Inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  injuries  inflicted  upon  him,  and  the  prevention  of  his 
reinforcing  Price  or  sending  a  force  to  cut  off  the  expeditions  against 
Jeff  Thompson,  the  confidence  inspired  in  our  troops  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  will  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  us  in  the  future. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-General. 

Brigadier-General  Seth  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  transmitting'  telegraphic 
report  from  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army. 

Department  of  State, 
Richmond ,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegram 
received  to-day  from  General  Polk,  commanding  the  Confederate 
Army  of  the  Mississippi,  announcing  a  victory  obtained  over  the 
Federal  forces  at  Belmont,  in  Missouri,  opposite  Columbus,  Ivy., 
on  the  6th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  etc. 

[Enclosure — Telegram.] 

Official.]  Columbus,  Ivy.,  November  8. 

A  fight  began  at  11  o’clock  on  yesterday  at  Belmont,  opposite  to 
Columbus,  and  lasted  until  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  General  Pil¬ 
low,  with  Tappan’s,  Wright’s,  Pickett’s,  and  Russell’s  regiments, 
numbering  2,500  men,  were  attacked  by  8,000  Federal  troops  under 
Generals  Grant,  McClernand,  and  Buford.  Until  1  o’clock  there 
Avere  many  alternations  of  successes  and  reverses.  Our  forces  were 
then  reinforced  by  Walker’s,  Carroll’s,  and  Marks’  regiments,  when 
General  PiIIoav  ordered  a  flank  movement,  which  Avas  made  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  Smith’s  and  Wright’s  [Blythe’s  ?]  regiments,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  Polk. 

The  enemy  fled  and  Avere  pursued  to  their  gunboats.  It  was  a 
complete  rout.  The  roads  Avere  filled  for  several  miles  with  the  dead 
and  wounded,  with  guns,  ammunition,  knapsacks,  etc.  The  gun¬ 
boats  were  attacked  by  our  sharpshooters,  their  cables  cut,  and  the 
Federals  made  a  precipitate  embarkation. 

Watson  Battery,  under  Beltzhoover,  is  immortalized.  It  was  cap¬ 
tured  after  a  furious  defense,  and  subsequently  retaken  bv  our 
troops. 

Our  loss  is  heavy,  but  much  less  than  that  of  the  Federals.  We 
have  90  prisoners. 

The  enemy’s  loss  is  from  400  to  500.  General  Grant  is  reported 
killed.  VV  e  recaptured  nearly  all  our  men  who  had  been  taken 
prisoners. 

[His  Excellency  President  Daaus.] 


[L.  Polk.] 
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[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  Ky.,  November  8 ,  1861.  • 
I  have  a  large  number  of  wounded  prisoners  here,  without  hospital 
conveniences  for  them.  The  enemy,  with  flag  of  truce,  ask  for  them. 
Shall  I  give  them?  And  on  what  terms  shall  I  accept  our  wounded 
prisoners  offered  me  ? 

L.  Polk. 

Adjutant-General  Cooper. 


Report  of  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding. 

Columbus,  November  8 ,  1861. 

I  telegraphed  you  last  night  as  to  the  battle  fought  yesterday  and 
gave  the  principal  events.  As  no  acknowledgment  has  been  received, 
fear  it  was  not  received.  I  have  caused  another  to  be  sent.  Enemy 
intended  to  attack  from  both  sides,  but  from  some  causes  failed. 
They  have  a  flag  here  to-day  to  bury  their  dead,  and  admit  they  were 
badly  whipped.  I  will  send  official  report  so  soon  as  returns  are  in. 
Enemy  at  Milburn  last  night  7,000  strong. 

L.  Polk, 
Major-  General. 

General  Johnston. 


Letter  of  thanks  from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Richmond,  Va.,  November  9 ,  1861. 

Your  telegram  received.  Accept  for  yourself  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  your  command  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  glorious  contri¬ 
bution  you  have  just  made  to  our  common  cause.  Our  countrymen 
must  long  remember  gratefully  to  reward  the  activity,  the  skill,  the 
courage,  and  devotion  of  the  army  at  Belmont. 

Jefferson  Davis. 

Major-General  L.  Polk, 

Columbus ,  Ky. 


Report  of  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding. 

Headquarters  1st  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus ,  Ky.,  November  10,  1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  army  under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  the  7th : 

From  information  received  from  several  sources,  I  had  reason  to 
believe  it  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  attack  my  position  at 
this  place  at  an  early  day,  provision  to  meet  which  was  made  accord¬ 
ingly.  Between  2  and  3  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  a  courier 
arrived  at  my  headquarters,  informing  me  of  the  movement  of  a 
strong  force  designed  to  attack  General  Thompson’s  position  at 
Bloomfield  and  New  Madrid.  When,  therefore,  I  was  informed- 
shortly  after  daybreak,  through  a  member  of  my  staff,  that  the 
enemy  had  made  his  appearance  in  the  river  with  gunboats  and  trans¬ 
ports,  and  was  landing  a  considerable  force  on  the  Missouri  shore 
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5  or  6  miles  from  Belmont,  I  became  satisfied  it  was  his  intention 
to  make  the  attack  general.  I  dispatched  immediately  messengers 
to  the  general  officers  of  division,  to  inform  them  of  my  impressions 
and  the  position  of  affairs,  with  instructions  to  make  such  disposition 
of  their  commands  as  the  emergency  required. 

The  same  information  was  conveyed  to  Colonel  Tappan,  who  was 
in  command  of  the  force  at  Belmont.  To  General  Pillow,  whose 
division  was  nearest  the  point  immediately  threatened,  I  gave  orders 
in  person  to  move  immediately  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  Tappan,  with 
four  of  his  regiments.  For  this  service  he  detailed  Colonel  Russell’s, 
Colonel  Wright’s,  Colonel  Pickett’s,  and  Colonel  Freeman’s  regi¬ 
ments  of  Tennessee  Volunteers.  These,  with  Colonel  Tappan’s  Thir¬ 
teenth  Arkansas,  Captain  Beltzhoover’s  Watson  battery,  and  a  squad¬ 
ron  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Miller’s  battalion  of  cavalry,  composing 
the  force  on  the  other  side,  were  deemed  sufficient  to  resist  the  column 
reported  to  have  landed.  Having  an  adequate  number  of  steamers  at 
the  landing,  this  order  was  promptly  executed. 

My  attention  was  then  directed  to  the  proper  distribution  of  the 
forces  for  receiving  an  attack  on  the  Columbus  side  of  the  river. 
Having  examined  and  found  the  batteries  in  the  fort  in  a  proper 
condition,  I  proceeded  up  the  river  to  examine  the  dispositions  of 
General  McCown,  who  was  charged  with  the  defenses  of  the  left 
flank.  These  I  found  to  be  satisfactory.  He  had  already  advanced  a 
battery  of  long-range  guns,  under  the  command  of  Captain  R.  A. 
Stewart,  of  the  Louisiana  Pointe  Coupee  Battery,  to  a  position  from 
whence  he  could  reach  with  ease  the  enemy’s  gunboats. 

From  this  point  and  that  occupied  by  the  heavy  siege  battery, 
under  command  of  Captain  Hamilton,  as  also  from  several  of  the 
guns  of  the  fort,  he  opened  a  heavy  fire,  which  was  duly  responded  to 
by  the  enemy.  After  half  an  hour’s  engagement  the  boats  were 
driven  up  the  river.  At  a  subsequent  period  they  again  dropped 
down  and  renewed  the  conflict,  throwing  shot  and  shell  into  the 
works.  This  was  continued  for  an  hour,  when  they  were  again  forced 
to  retire. 

Ascertaining  that  the  remaining  portion  of  General  Pillow’s  divi¬ 
sion,  as  well  as  that  of  General  Cheatham,  wTas  in  proper  position,  I 
returned  to  the  river  bank  opposite  to  Belmont.  At  10.20  o’clock  the 
firing  of  the  enemy’s  advance  guard  upon  our  pickets  was  heard,  and 
in  about  forty  minutes  afterwards  the  engagement  became  general 
with  all  arms. 

Taking  my  position  on  the  river  bank  midway  between  the  two 
points  of  expected  attack,  I  dispatched  one  of  my  aids  to  the  Mis¬ 
souri  shore  to  inform  General  Pillow  of  my  position,  and  readiness  to 
afford  him  such  support  as  he  might  require.  In  reply  he  requested 
me  to  send  him  additional  ammunition,  a  regiment  of  infantry,  and  a 
section  of  artillery,  to  be  held  as  a  reserve.  The  ammunition  and 
Colonel  Knox  Walker’s  regiment  were  sent  him  immediately,  and 
instead  of  a  section  of  artillery,  I  dispatched  him  two  field  batteries, 
those  of  Captains  W.  H.  Jackson  and  Polk.  Such  a  force  of  field 
artillery  had  become  necessary  from  the  fact  that  Captain  Beltzhoov¬ 
er’s  battery,  from  want  of  ammunition,  had  ceased  firing,  and  the 
enemy  had  opened  fire  with  a  heavy  battery,  of  the  presence  of  which 
upon  the  field  I  had  until  then  not  been  apprised.  The  steamer 
transporting  these  batteries  in  her  attempt  to  land  them  on  the 
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Missouri  shore,  by  some  means  lost  her  stage  planks,  and  the  landing 
at  that  moment  became  impossible.  She  was  forced  to  return  to  the 
Kentucky  shore.  Captain  Polk’s  battery  was  landed  at  a  later  hour, 
but  too  late  to  render  service  in  the  operations  of  the  day. 

By  this  time  it  was  obvious  that  further  reinforcements  had  become 
necessary,  and  Colonel  Carroll’s  Fifteenth  Tennessee  and  Colonel 
Marks’  Eleventh  Louisiana  regiments,  which  had  been  ordered  to 
the  river  bank  and  were  held  as  a  reserve,  were  ordered  forward.  I 
directed  Colonel  Marks  to  land  his  regiment  higher  up  the  river, 
with  a  view  to  a  flank  movement  which  he  wTas  ordered  to  make. 
Shortly  after  his  landing  he  was  met  by  General  Pillow,  who  directed 
him  with  his  regiment  and  that  of  Colonel  Carroll  to  move  rapidly 
on  the  enemy’s  flank.  General  Pillow  directed  Colonel  Russell,  with 
his  brigade,  to  support  that  movement,  and  himself  accompanied 
this  command  during  the  execution  of  the  movement  under  Colonel 
Marks.  Captain  Jackson,  who  had  reported  to  General  Pillow  that 
he  could  not  get  his  battery  ashore,  was  attached  to  his  staff,  and 
directed  to  lead  this  column.  In  aiding  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barrow, 
[who]  was  in  immediate  command  of  the  Eleventh  Louisiana,  to 
bring  a  portion  of  the  column  into  line,  he  fell  severely  wounded. 

Apprehending  every  moment  an  attack  in  my  rear  on  Columbus’ 
which  subsequent  information  proves  to  have  been  the  enemy’s  plan, 
it  was  with  great  reluctance  I  lessened  the  force  assigned  to  its  de¬ 
fense.  Nevertheless  it  was  obvious  from  the  yielding  of  our  columns 
to  the  heavy  pressure  of  the  masses  of  the  enemy’s  infantry,  and  the 
fierce  assaults  of  their  heavy  battery,  that  further  reinforcements 
were  necessary.  I  ordered  down  General  Cheatham  with  the  First 
brigade  of  his  division,  under  command  of  Colonel  Preston  Smith. 
The  general  having  arrived  in  advance  of  his  brigade,  was  directed 
by  me  to  take  the  nearest  steamer  and  to  move  promptly  across  the 
river  to  rally  and  take  command  of  the  portions  of  regiments  within 
sight  on  the  shore,  and  to  support  the  flank  movement  ordered 
through  Colonel  Marks.  This  he  did  promptly  and  effectively. 

At  this  juncture  the  enemy  fired  our  tents,  and  advancing  his  bat¬ 
tery  nearer  the  river  bank,  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  the  steamers 
which  were  transporting  our  troops,  in  some  instances  driving  shot 
through  two  of  them  at  the  same  time.  Their  commanding  pilots 
and  other  officers,  nevertheless,  stood  firmly  at  their  posts,  and  exhib¬ 
ited  a  fearlessness  and  energy  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  These 
boats  were  the  Prince ,  under  Captain  Butler,  who  particularly  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself,  the  Charm,  under  Captain  Trask,  and  the  Hill , 
under  Captain  Newell,  with  the  Kentucky.,  under  Captain  Lodwick. 

I  directed  Captain  Smith’s  Mississippi  battery  to  move  to  the 
river  bank,  opposite  the  field  of  conflict,  and  to  open  upon  the  enemy’s 
positions.  I  also  directed  Major  A.  P.  Stewart,  in  command  of  the 
heavy  guns  in  the  fort,  to  open  upon  the  same  position,  it  being  now 
seen  that  these  guns  could  be  used  without  causing  danger  to  our 
own  troops. 

This  joint  fire  was  so  terrific  as  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  silence  his 
battery,”  and  cause  him  to  take  up  his  line  of  march  for  his  boats. 
He  had  scarcely  put  himself  in  motion  when  he  encountered  Colonel 
Marks  first,  and  afterwards  General  Cheatham  in  his  flank,  with 
both  of  whom  severe  conflicts  followed,  and  by  whom  he  was  driven 
in  with  great  loss. 
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On  the  arrival  of  General  Cheatham’s  brigade,  being  now  satis¬ 
fied  the  attack  on  Columbus  for  some  reason  had  failed,  I  took 
charge  of  it,  together  with  Captain  White’s  company  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Logwood’s  battalion  of  cavalry,  and  proceeded  with  them 
across  the  river,  having  first  ordered  two  regiments  of  General 
McCown’s  division  to  follow. 

On  landing  I  was  met  by  Generals  Pillow  and  Cheatham,  whom 
I  directed  with  the  regiments  of  General  Cheatham’s  command  and 
portions  of  others,  to  press  the  enemy  to  his  boats.  This  order  was 
executed  with  alacrity  and  in  double-quick  time.  The  route  over 
which  we  passed  was  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the  con¬ 
flicts  of  Colonel  Marks  and  General  Cheatham,  already  alluded  to, 
and  with  arms,  knapsacks,  overcoats,  etc. 

On  arriving  at  the  point  where  his  transports  lay,  I  ordered  the 
column,  headed  by  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  Senior  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Tennessee  Volunteers,  under  cover  of  a  field  thickly  set  with 
corn,  to  be  deployed  along  the  river  bank  within  easy  range  of  the 
boats.  This  being  accomplished,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon  them 
simultaneously,  riddling  them  with  balls,  and  as  we  have  reason  to 
believe  with  heavy  loss  to  the  enemy.  Under  this  galling  fire  he  cut 
liis  lines  and  retreated  from  the  shore,  many  of  his  soldiers  being 
driven  overboard  by  the  rush  of  those  behind  them.  Our  fire  was 
returned  by  the  heaviest  cannonading  from  his  gunboats,  which  dis¬ 
charged  upon  our  lines  showers  of  grape,  canister,  and  shell  as  they 
retired  with  their  convoy  in  the  direction  of  Cairo.  It  being  now 
sunset,  and  being  left  in  possession  of  the  field,  I  ordered  the  troops 
to  retire. 

My  first  acknowledgments  for  this  signal  triumph  of  our  arms 
and  the  defeat  of  the  machinations  of  our  enemies  are  due  to  the 
favoring  providence  of  Almighty  God,  by  which  his  plans  were 
unveiled  and  frustrated,  and  by  which  the  hearts  of  our  troops  were 
made  strong  in  the  day  of  battle.  Confiding  in  the  justice  of  our 
cause,  we  have  felt  we  could  put  our  trust  in  His  protection  and 
defense,  and  He  has  given  us  the  victory. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  who,  under 
God,  were  the  instruments  of  this  victory.  To  Brigadier-General 
Pillow,  to  whom  the  duty  of  receiving  tlie  enemy’s  attack  was  as¬ 
signed,  js  due  the  credit  of  meeting  that  attack  with  firmness,  and 
of  sustaining  the  heat  of  the  conflict  in  the  early  part  of  the  engage¬ 
ment.  This  he  did  with  persistent  energy  and  gallantry,  coura¬ 
geously  supporting  and  encouraging  his  troops  by  cheering  words 
and  personal  example. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  General  McCown  for  the  promptitude  with 
which  he  made  the  disposition  proper  for  the  defense  of  the  left 
flank  on  the  Columbus  side,  and  for  the  manner  in  which  he  con¬ 
trolled  the  movements  of  the  gunboats  by  the  judicious  management 
of  the  field  battery  of  Captain  Stewart,  the  siege  battery  of  Captain 
Hamilton,  and  the  heavy  guns  in  the  fort. 

I  am  indebted,  also,  to  General  Cheatham,  who,  at  a  later  hour,  by 
his  promptitude  and  gallantry ?  rallied  the  broken  fragments  of  our 
columns,  and  directed  them  with  such  resistless  energy  against  the 
enemy’s  flank. 

Colonel  Marks,  of  the  Eleventh  Louisiana  Regiment,  rendered  the 
most  efficient  service  by  the  decision  with  which  he  led  his  column  in 
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the  face  of  the  most  discouraging  circumstances,  to  the  attack  on  the 
enemy’s  flank. 

The  condition  of  the  field  after  the  battle  and  the  route  pursued 
by  the  flying  enemy  sufficiently  testify  to  the  deadly  aim  of  the 
Louisianians  and  Tennesseeans  who  composed  his  command.  It  was 
in  this  attack  that  the  gallant  Major  Butler  lost  his  life  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  a  duty  in  advance  of  his  columns.  He  was  a  young 
officer  of  high  promise,  and  deeply  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  firmness  with  which  Colonel  J.  V.  Wright  and  his  gallant 
regiment  sustained  themselves  on  the  left  flank  of  the  first  line  of 
battle,  as  elsewhere,  merits  strong  commendation. 

The  Watson  battery  was  served  with  decided  ability  and  unflinch¬ 
ing  courage  by  its  commander,  Captain  Beltzhoover,  who  retired  his 
guns  from  the  field  only  after  he  had  exhausted  his  ammunition.  In 
this  connection  also,  as  belonging  to  the  same  command,  it  is  due  to 
Colonel  Tappan  and  his  regiment  to  say  that  the  promptness  with 
which  they  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy  and  the  determined  cour¬ 
age  with  which  they  sustained  their  part  of  the  general  conflict,  are 
entitled  to  approbation. 

To  Captain  M.  Smith,  of  the  Mississippi  battery,  and  Major  A.  P. 
Stewart,  who  directed  the  artillery  in  the  fort,  I  am  particularly 
indebted  for  the  skill  and  judgment  manifested  in  the  service  of  the 
guns  under  their  command,  to  the  joint  fire  from  which  I  feel  not  a 
little  indebted  for  turning  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 

But  to  recite  in  detail  all  the  instances  of  skill  and  courage  dis¬ 
played  by  individual  commanders  and  their  several  commands  would 
be  to  run  well  through  the  list  of  those  who  were  engaged,  and  to 
anticipate  also  the  reports  of  the  division  and  regimental  com¬ 
manders. 

The  battle  was  fought  against  great  odds,  both  as  to  numbers  and 
position.  The  Mississippi  River  dividing  the  field  placed  us  at  a 
disadvantage  which  it  was  necessary  to  overcome,  and  although  we 
experienced  an  occasional  reverse  these  reverses  were  soon  repaired, 
and  the  results  of  the  day  proved  beyond  all  doubt  the  superiority  of 
our  troops  in  all  the  essential  characteristics  of  the  soldier. 

To  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Blake,  C.  S.  Army;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Dixon,  C.  S.  Army,  Engineers;  Captain  Champneys,  Ord¬ 
nance;  Lieutenant  Snowden,  C.  S.  Army,  Topographical  Corps; 
Major  H.  W.  Winslow,  acting  aid-de-camp,  all  members  of  my  staff, 
I  feel  indebted  for  their  promptness  and  activity  in  the  execution  of 
my  orders  and  for  their  support  in  directing  the  operations  of  the 
day. 

tn  a  conflict  continued  through  so  many  hours,  and  so  hotly  con¬ 
tested,  the  list  of  casualties  must  be  expected  to  be  large.  Our  loss 
in  killed  was  105;  wounded,  419;  missing,  117.  Total,  641. 

The  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  the  enemy,  as  shown  by  their 
list  furnished  us,  was  106,  all  of  whom  have  been  returned  b}*- 
exchange. 

Of  the  enemy’s  loss  we  have  no  means  of  accurate  information, 
but  from  all  the  sources  opened  to  us,  the  condition  of  the  field,  the 
list  of  prisoners  taken  by  us,  the  report  of  those  returned  to  us,  and 
the  reports  of  the  enemy,  I  am  satisfied  it  can  not  fall  short  of  1,500; 
fourteen -fifteenths  of  that  number  must  have  been  killed,  wounded, 
and  drowned. 
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After  making  a  liberal  exchange  of  the  captured  with  the  enemy, 
100  of  their  prisoners  remain  still  in  my  hands.  I  have  also  a  stand 
of  colors,  a  fraction  over  1,000  stand  of  arms,  with  knapsacks,  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  other  military  stores. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk, 

M ajor-General ,  Commanding. 

Colonel  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  C.  A.  A. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  1st  Division,  Army  at  Columbus, 

November  10 , 1861. 

Under  instructions  delivered  in  person  by  Major-General  Polk  on 
the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  I  crossed  to  the  village  of  Belmont,  on 
the  Missouri  shore,  four  regiments  of  my  division,  and  as  rapidly  as 
possible  placed  them  in  position  about  400  yards  from  the  river 
bank,  in  line  with  Colonel  Tappan’s  regiment  and  Colonel  Beltz- 
hoover’s  battery,  to  receive  the  large  force  of  the  enemy  advancing 
on  the  small  encampment  at  that  place.  These  regiments,  from 
measles  and  diseases  incident  to  the  Mississippi  bottom,  and  absen¬ 
tees,  had  been  reduced  to  below  500  men  for  duty,  as  shown  by  the 
daily  morning  report.  They  were  formed  in  line  of  battle,  "with 
Colonel  Wright’s  regiment  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Beltzhoover’s  bat¬ 
tery,  and  with  Colonels  Pickett’s,  Freeman’s,  Tappan’s,  and  Russell’s 
regiments  on  the  right,  the  last  now  under  the  command  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel  Bell,  of  the  battery.  These  regiments,  all  told,  numbered 
about  2,500  men. 

Before  the  line  of  battle  was  formed,  I  advanced  three  companies  of 
skirmishers,  taken  from  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Tappan,  Pickett, 
and  Freeman,  under  the  command  of  Adjutant  Stith,  of  Freeman’s 
regiment,  to  check  the  advancing  column,  so  as  to  give  me  time  to 
make  the  necessary  dispositions  for  battle,  using  the  utmost  possible 
dispatch.  I  had  barely  got  the  forces  in  position  when  the  skirmish¬ 
ers  were  driven  in  and  the  shock  took  place  between  the  opposing 
forces.  Had  I  been  less  pressed  for  time  to  make  the  necessary  dis¬ 
position  of  my  small  force,  nay  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  surround¬ 
ings  of  the  field  Avoid d  of  itself  have  embarrassed  me;  but  I  had  no 
choice  of  position,  not  time  to  make  any  reconnoissance,  nor  even 
satisfactory  disposition  for  occupying  the  field  left  me. 

When  the  conflict  commenced  and  both  lines  were  fairly  engaged,  I 
soon  observed  the  enemy’s  cavalry  turning  my  left  flank  and  hovering 
around  me,  closing  the  field  nearly  to  the  river.  Having  no  cavalry 
at  hand  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  a  portion  of  my  force 
engaged  with  the  enemy  in  front,  weak  as  was  that  force,  to  protect 
me  from  that  body  of  cavalry,  said  to  be  450  strong.  For  this  purpose 
orders  ay  ere  given  to  Colonel  Wright  to  detach  one  company  of  his 
regiment.  He  accordingly  assigned  this  duty  to  Company  A,  then 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Rhea.  Several  attempts  Avere  made  by  the 
enemy’s  infantry  to  flank  my  right  and  left  wings,  but  the  attempt 
on  the  right  Avas  defeated  by  the  deadly  fire  and  firm  attitude  of  that 
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wing,  comprised  of  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Russell  and  Tappan, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Russell  as  brigade  commander.  The  attempt 
to  turn  the  left  wing  was  defeated  by  the  destructive  fire  of  Beltz- 
hoover’s  battery  and  Colonel  Wright’s  regiment,  aided  by  a  line  of 
felled  timber  extending  obliquely  from  the  left  into  the  bottom.  In 
these  attempts  of  the  enemy  and  the  movement  of  the  troops  it  was 
easy  to  see  that  his  force  was  large  enough  to  have  surrounded  my 
little  force  with  triple  lines. 

Failing  in  these  efforts  to  flank  my  position,  he  pressed  heavily 
forward  the  advance  line  and  braced  it  firmly  with  his  large  reserve. 
I  advised  Major-General  Polk  of  my  position  and  of  the  strength  of 
the  enemy,  and  asked  for  support  and  a  supply  of  ammunition,  which 
was  becoming  short  from  the  constant  and  heavy  fire  which  was 
required  to  check  the  advance  of  the  determined  ft>e.  The  two  wings 
of  the  line  stood  firm  and  unbroken  for  several  hours,  but  the  center, 
consisting  of  Colonels  Pickett’s  and  Freeman’s  regiments,  being  in 
the  open  field  and  greatly  exposed,  once  or  twice  faltered,  but  by  my 
own  and  the  efforts  of  their  officers  were  promptly  returned  to  their 
original  position  and  continued  the  conflict. 

At  length  Colonel  Beltzhoover  reported  to  me  that  his  ammunition 
was  exhausted.  Colonel  Bell  had  previously  reported  his  regiment 
out  of  ammunition,  and  Colonel  Wright  that  one  battery  of  his  regi¬ 
ment  had  exhausted  its  ammunition.  I  directed  Colonel  Beltzhoover 
to  remove  his  guns  to  the  rear.  The  team  of  one  gun  had  run  off  with 
the  limber,  leaving  the  gun  in  its  position  of  battery.  The  others 
were  drawn  to  the  river  bank,  and  Colonel  Beltzhoover  applied  to 
me  to  assist  him  ip  removing  the  gun  which  he  could  not  remove. 
I  rode  up  to  the  right  wing  of  Colonel  Wright’s  regiment  for  the 
purpose  of  directing  a  detail  of  men  to  remove  this  gun,  but  that 
regiment  was  so  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  and  were  in  such 
close  proximity  to  him  that  I  thought  it  better  to  let  the  gun  go, 
even  if  it  should  be  ultimately  lost,  than  to  weaken  the  small  force 
which  then  held  in  check  the  enemy’s  masses,  pressing  heavily  upon 
the  regiment. 

My  battery  being  silenced  for  want  of  ammunition,  and  one  regi¬ 
ment  and  a  battalion  having  exhausted  its  supply,  and  the  enemy’s 
force  being  unchecked  and  now  emerging  into  the  edge  of  the  field, 
I  ordered  the  line  to  use  the  bayonet.  The  charge  was  made  by  the 
whole  line  and  the  enemy  driven  back  into  the  woods.  But  Ins  line 
was  not  broken  and  he  kept  up  a  deadly  fire,  and  being  supported 
by  his  large  reserve,  my  line  was  forced  back  to  its  original  position, 
while  that  of  the  enemy  advanced.  The  charge  was  repeated  the 
second  and  the  third  time,  forcing  the  enemy’s  line  heavily  against 
his  reserve,  but  with  like  result. 

Finding  it  impossible  longer  to  maintain  my  position  without  rein¬ 
forcements  and  ammunition,  I  ordered  the  whole  line  to  fall  back  to 
the  river  bank.  In  this  movement  my  line  was  more  or  less  broken 
and  mv  corps  mingled  together,  so  that  when  we  reached  the  river 
bank  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  mass  of  men  rather  than  an  organized 
corps.  On  my  arrival  in  the  rear  of  the  command,  I  met  Colonel  J.  Iv. 
Walker,  of  my  own  division,  with  his  regiment  coming  to  my  support. 
I  ordered  him  to  advance  his  regiment  as  promptly  as  possible  to 
check  the  advance  of  the  enemy’s  force  and  hold  him  back,  so  as  to 
give  me  time  to  move  the  force  up  the  river  bank  and  to  form  the 
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commands,  and  said  to  him  that  I  would  cross  through  the  fallen 
timber,  turn  the  enemy’s  position,  and  attack  him  in  the  rear.  Col¬ 
onel  Walker's  regiment  promptly  advanced,  with  the  enemy’s  force 
in  the  open  field,  and  held  him  in  check  until  his  line  of  fire  and  artil¬ 
lery  had  cut  down  a  large  portion  of  the  regiment,  when  it  was  forced 
back  and  sheltered  itself  under  the  bank  of  the  river,  from  which  posi¬ 
tion  the  regiment  kept  up  a  constant  fire  while  it  moved  by  the  flank 
up  the  river  bank.  When  the  enemy’s  force  reached  the  bank  of  the 
river,  he  was  met  by  the  fire  of  Captain  Smith’s  battery  (of  General 
Cheatham’s  division)  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which, 
being  well  directed,  together  with  that  of  the  heavy  guns  from  the 
works  above  Columbus,  made  him  recoil  from  the  front. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  advanced  the  main  body  of  my  original 
force  in  broken  order  up  the  river  to  a  point  where  I  could  cross 
through  the  fallen  timber  to  make  the  flank  movement.  There  I  met 
Colonel  Marks  of  Brigadier-General  J.  P.  McCown’s  division,  and 
Colonel  Carroll’s  (of  my  own  division)  regiments,  ordered  by  Major- 
General  Polk  to  my  support.  I  immediately  placed  these  fresh  troops 
under  the  command  of  the  gallant  old  veteran,  Colonel  Marks,  at  the 
head  of  the  column,  and  directed  him  to  lead  the  advance  in  double- 
quick  time  through  the  woods  and  to  the  enemy’s  rear,  and  to  attack 
him  with  vigor,  telling  him  that  I  Avould  support  the  movement  with 
all  the  forces  formerly  engaged,  though  from  their  conflict  of  four 
hours  with  such  superior  numbers,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that 
they  could  act  with  the  same  vigor  as  the  fresh  troops. 

In  this  movement  I  directed  Colonel  Russell,  who  was  commanding 
a  brigade,  and  who  had  throughout  the  clay  promptly  executed  all  my 
orders  and  aided  me  with  disposition  and  movements  to  rally  and 
push  forward  his  command  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Marks’  attack¬ 
ing  column.  My  brave  young  friend,  Captain  W.  H.  Jackson,  who 
reported  to  me  for  duty  on  my  stall  (being  wholly  unable  to  get  his 
light  battery  on  shore)  ,  I  directed  to  lead  this  column  against  the 
enemy’s  rear.  The  movement  was  promptly  and  gallantly  made 
and  was  a  complete  success.  The  enemy  finding  himself  between  two 
fires,  that  of  Smith’s  artillery  in  front  and  of  Colonel  Marks’  and 
Russell’s  columns  in  the  rear,  after  a  feeble  resistance  broke  and  fled 
m  great  disorder  and  was  hotly  pursued  by  our  troops. 

The  brave  General  Cheatham  now  having  reached  that  part  of  the 
field,  by  his  presence  added  new  vigor  to  the  pursuit.  The  ene¬ 
my’s  forces  were  cut  to  pieces  by  a  destructive  fire  until  they  had 
reached  a  point  far  in  the  bottom,  when  General  Cheatham  thought 
it  prudent  to  halt  with  the  column  and  to  bring  up  his  brigade  which 
was  on  the  way.  Having  returned  to  the  river  bank  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  where  he  met  General  Polk  (bringing  with  him  Colonel  Smith’s 
brigade,  of  General  Cheatham’s  division),  who  had  now  arrived 
General  Polk  ordered  the  pursuit  continued  with  the  whole  force’ 
accompanying  the  pursuing  column  himself  until  we  reached  the 
point,  where  the  enemy  had  made  his  surgical  headquarters  and  de¬ 
pository  of  stores  of  ammunition,  baggage,  etc.  Here  we  found  a 
yard  lull  of  knapsacks,  arms,  ammunition,  blankets,  overcoats,  mess 
chest,  horses,  wagons,  and  dead  and  wounded  men,  with  surgeons  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  appropriate  duties  of  their  profession,  The”  enemy’s 
route  of  retreat  was  strewn  likewise  with  many  of  these  articles  and 
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abundantly  with  blood,  dead,  and  wounded  men.  The  pursuit  was 
continued  under  the  immediate  command  and  direction  of  Major- 
General  Polk  until  we  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  and 
transports. 

Upon  reaching  the  new  field  of  duty,  by  direction  of  the  major- 
general,  I  ordered  the  victorious  commands  as  they  arrived  to  move 
as  rapidly  as  possible  through  the  cornfield  to  the  bank  of  the  river, 
directing  the  different  corps  entering  opposite  the  ground  they  would 
occupy  on  the  river  bank  and  lining  the  bank  for  more  than  a  mile, 
when  being  in  position  they  should  open  their  fire  on  the  troops,  and 
as  the  boats  passed  up  the  river  to  give  the  enemy  their  fire.  I  need 
not  say  that  this  whole  movement  was  admirably  executed.  When 
the  fire  opened  it  was  so  hot  and  destructive  that  the  troops  on  the 
boats  rushed  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  boats  and  had  to  be  forced 
back  by  the  bayonet  to  prevent  capsizing.  They  did  not  take  time  to 
unloose  the  cable,  but  cut  all  loose  and  were  compelled  to  run  through 
the  fire  of  sharpshooters  lining  the  bank  for  more  than  a  mile. 
I  also  directed  Captain  Taylor’s  company,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Logwood’s  battalion  (Tennessee  Volunteers),  with  whom  was  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Miller,  to  pursue  up  the  river  bank  the  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry  and  2,000  of  his  infantry  that  could  not  be  taken  on  board  in 
their  distressed  condition.  These  last  were  so  fleet  of  heel  and  had  got 
so  good  a  start  that  the  cavalry  could  only  overtake  the  stragglers 
and  slow  of  foot,  many  of  whom  were  made  prisoners.  These  fine 
horsemen  and  admirable  marksmen  could  not  return,  however,  from 
such  a  pursuit  without  delivering  with  their  rifles  volleys  of  salutes 
to  their  Northern  brethren,  with  whom  they  so  much  regretted  to 
part  and  whose  better  acquaintance  they  sought  to  make. 

This  ended  the  day,  so  glorious  to  our  arms  that  its  refulgence  will 
be  seen  by  the  descendants  of  the  gallant  men  who  formed  the  army 
long  after  their  remains  shall  have  mouldered  into  dust  and  all  else 
lost  in  oblivion  except  the  memory  of  their  glorious  deeds.  That  the 
small  Spartan  army  which  withstood  the  constant  fire  of  three  times 
their  number  for  nearly  four  hours  (a  large  portion  of  them  being 
without  ammunition)  did  its  duty  gallantly  is  manifest  from  the 
length  and  character  of  the  conflict,  the  great  inequality  of  numbers, 
and  the  result;  that  the  officers  were  all  at  their  posts,  nobly  meeting 
all  their  responsibilities  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  the  field  officers 
were  nearly  all  dismounted,  some  of  them  having  had  two  horses 
killed  under  them. 

In  the  case  of  Colonel  Beltzhoover,  whose  guns  were  lost,  I  deem 
it  proper  to  say  that  when  his  ammunition  was  exhausted  I  ordered 
him  to  take  his  guns  from  the  field.  He  brought  them  (all  except 
one)  to  the  bank  of  the  river  under  a  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  it 
was  easier  to  face  than  to  retire  from.  The  gun  he  had  no  means 
of  removing  was  committed  to  my  charge.  He  fought  his  guns  gal¬ 
lantly  until  all  his  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  then  removed 
them  with  the  retiring  force  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  remove  them 
on  the  bank  of  the  river.  They  were  then  abandoned.  He  had 
forty-five  of  his  horses  killed,  and  all  wounded  except  one.  This 
is  the  highest  vindication  of  his  almost-  unequaled  gallantry  I 
am  happy  to  say,  however,  that  we  recaptured  all  of  those  guns  but 
two,  and  captured  one  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  We  likewise  captured 
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arms,  ammunition,  knapsacks,  ambulances,  mess  chests,  and  port¬ 
folios  of  general  officers,  surgical  instruments,  and  all  the  vast  para¬ 
phernalia  of  an  army,  nearly  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  a  new  army. 

In  such  a  conflict  of  arms,  illustrating  so  fully  the  superior  mettle 
of  the  Southern  soldier,  a  conflict  in  which  all  did  their  duty,  it 
is  impossible  to  discriminate.  To  mention  individual  officers  or  men 
who  distinguished  themselves  would  require  a  catalogue  of  the  whole. 
I  must  content  myself  by  referring  the  major-general  to  the  reports 
of  colonels  and  brigade  commanders.  To  the  noble  dead,  who  have 
sacrificed  their  lives  in  vindication  of  the  honor  and  rights  of  their 
country  on  the  bloody  field  of  Belmont,  we  may  be  excused  for  pay¬ 
ing  a  last  tribute  of  respect.  They  died  like  heroes.  Many  of  them 
falling  were  seen  still  fighting  until  overwhelmed  by  superior  num¬ 
bers.  Their  noble  spirits  departed  to  Him  who  presided  over  the 
bloody  field  and  crowned  our  arms  with  a  victory  scarcely  having 
a  parallel  in  history. 

I  am  reluctant  to  close  this  report  without  special  notice  of  my 
personal  staff,  more  especially  since  they  have  no  one  else  by  whom 
testimony  to  their  good  behavior  and  gallant  conduct  can  be  borne. 
Major  Finnie,  my  division  quartermaster,  and  Captain  Jackson 
(commanding  one  of  my  splendid  batteries,  but  in  the  action  on  duty 
on  my  staff)  were  dangerously  wounded  while  executing  my  orders. 
Captain  Jackson’s  horse  received  six  balls  at  the  time  he  was  himself 
wounded.  Major  Henry,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  had  two 
horses  killed  under  him.  Captain  Bethel’s  horse  was  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Pillow,  my  son,  had  his  horse  killed.  Lieutenant  Long, 
one  of  my  aids-de-camp,  alone  escaped  untouched.  Colonel  Burch, 
my  legal  aid,  was  absent  under  my  orders  upon  important  business 
connected  with  this  department  of  the  service.  These  facts  prove 
them  to  have  been  at  the  post  of  duty.  I  need  not  add  that  they 
rendered  me  important  aid  in  my  trying  and  responsible  position. 
The  fact  of  two  of  them  being  cut  down,  and  the  others  dismounted, 
placed  me  for  a  large  portion  of  the  conflict  in  a  position  not  a  little 
embarrassing  for  want  of  staff  officers.  I  must  also  acknowledge 
the  very  valuable  assistance  I  received  from  Major  Winslow,  aid- 
de-camp  to  Major-General  Polk,  who  reported  to  me  for  duty,  and 
who  was  active  and  efficient  in  bearing  my  orders  the  balance  ffif  the 
day,  in  doing  which  he  was  greatly  exposed. 

Small  portions  of  the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  cavalry,  fcrmiim 
a  portion  of  this  army,  reached  me  late  in  the  conflict  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Logwood,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Miller,  accompanying  the  command,  reported  with  a  small  command 
upon  my  arrival  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  and  were  promptly 
placed  in  position  to  meet  the  enemy’s  cavalry  on  the  left.  From 
this  portion  of  the  line  I  received  no  further  trouble,  and  though  no 
general  conflict  took  place  with  the  enemy,  it  was  doubtless  owino- 
to  the  fact  that  he  did  not  choose  to  accept  a  trial  of  streno-th  at 
tlieir  hands. 

Having  spoken  in  words  of  not  undeserved  praise  of  the  heroic 
little  army  that  withstood  for  four  hours  three  times  their  numbers 
of  picked  troops  of  the  enemy,  and  of  those  brave  officers  and  men 
of  Generals  Cheatham’s  and  McCown’s  divisions,  whose  «-00d  for¬ 
tune  it  was  to  participate  in  that  brilliant  achievement,  and  of  the 
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timely  aid  rendered  from  the  field  and  fixed  batteries  already  men¬ 
tioned,  I  must  be  permitted  to  ascribe  the  glorious  results,  full  of 
miraculous  incidents,  to  the  overruling  providence  of  a  merciful 
God,  and  to  acknowledge  thus  officially  and  publicly  my  profound 
consciousness  of  His  sustaining  power  over  my  own  heart  and  reso¬ 
lution  of  purpose  and  in  shielding  my  person  from  the  many  perils 
with  which  my  pathway  through  this  dark  and  bloody  field  was 
beset. 

That  our  loss  should  have  been  severe  in  such  a  conflict  might 
be  Expected.  That  of  the  enemy's  was  more  than  treble  ours.  Of 
this  we  had  the  most  abundant  evidence  in  the  incidents  on  the 
field,  in  his  flight,  and  his  helpless  condition  when  assailed  in  his 
crowded  transports  with  the  fire  of  thousands  of  deadly  rifles.  I 
transmit  herewith  a  list  of  our  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  num¬ 
bering  632.  Of  this  number  562  were  of  my  own  division  and  Tap- 
pan's  regiment,  which  constituted  the  force  originally  engaged. 

We  have  no  means  of  knowing  accurately  the  loss  of  the  enemy, 
but  we  buried  of  the  enemy  295.  The  enemy,  under  a  flag  of  truce, 
were  engaged  at  the  same  labor  a  large  portion  of  the  day.  We 
have  near  200  Federal  prisoners  wounded,  and  the  enemy  had  7 
ambulances  (which  we  captured)  actually  engaged  in  taking  their 
wounded  from  their  surgical  headquarters  to  their  boats  while  the 
action  was  progressing.  We  have  the  most  unquestionable  infor¬ 
mation  from  persons  who  were  in  Cairo  when  the  Federal  fleet 
returned  who  state  that  the  enemy  were  a  day  and  a  half  removing 
and  burying  their  dead  and  wounded  from  their  boats,  and  all  ac¬ 
counts  from  Cairo  and  from  persons  who  were  with  boats  during 
our  fire  represent  the  fire  on  the  enemy  huddled  on  the  transports 
was  more  destructive  than  that  of  any  part  of  the  battle.  A  cap¬ 
tain  of  one  of  the  transports  of  the  enemy’s  expedition  represents 
the  loss  to  be  1,800  or  2,000  men.  With  these  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  all  the  light  these  afford,  I  think  the  enemy’s  loss  could  not 
be  less  than  2,000  men. 

Gid.  J.  Pillow, 
Brigadier -General,  G.  S.  Army. 

Captain  E.  D.  Blake,  C.  S.  Army, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Cheatham,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Camp  Moore,  November  8, 1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Major-General  Polk  I  herewith 
transmit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  forces  under  my  command 
in  the  engagement  opposite  Columbus  on  the  7th  instant. 

I  remained  with  Major-General  Polk  near  the  battery  on  the  hill 
until  the  hour  of  10  a.  m.,  when,  under  his  orders,  I  rejoined  my  own 
division,  having  previously  placed  it  in  position,  and  awaited  orders 
from  him.  At  about  the  hour  of  12 : 30  p.  m.  I  received  orders  from 
Major-General  Polk  to  bring  forward  to  the  river  one  of  my  brigades, 
and  immediately  advanced  to  that  position  the  first  brigade,  Colonel 
Preston  Smith,  commanding,  composed  of  the  One  hundred  and 
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fifty- fourth  Senior  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Marcus  J.  Wright,  and  the  regiment  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  A.  Iv.  Blythe,  leaving  the 
Second  Brigade  of  my  division,  composed  of  the  Sixth  and  Ninth 
Regiments  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Colonel  William  H.  Stephens  com¬ 
manding,  in  possession  of  the  right  of  our  lines,  which  position  was 
occupied  by  this  brigade  during  the  entire  day. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  river  bank  fronting  the  town  my  command 
was  drawn  up  preparatory  to  crossing  to  the  opposite  shore.  Just  at 
this  time  the  enemy  obtained  possession  of  the  field  and  camp  but  re¬ 
cently  occupied  by  the  Thirteenth  Arkansas  Regiment  and  Captain 
Beltzhoover’s  light  battery,  and  drove  our  troops  under  the  river 
bank  and  up  the  stream  to  a  point  opposite  the  position  occupied  by 
the  troops  under  my  command,  and  brought  forward  their  batteries 
close  up  to  the  river  bank  and  opened  a  brisk  cannonade  upon  my 
troops  and  the  steamers  detailed  to  transport  the  command  across  the 
river.  Seeing  the  impracticability  of  throwing  the  troops  across  the 
river  at  this  time,  resulting  from  the  confusion  of  the  transports  un¬ 
der  fire,  their  embarkation  was  suspended  for  a  short  time,  and  under 
the  .orders  of  Major-General  Polk  I  proceeded  with  my  staff  aboard 
the  steamboat  Prince  to  cross  over  and  rally  the  large  body  of  troops 
then  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  attack  the  enemy  in  the 
flank.  Just  as  I  was  in  the  act  of  going  aboard  the  steamer,  not  will¬ 
ing  to  lose  the  service  of  either  one  of  my  staff,  I  dispatched  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel  Ashford,  late  of  the  Second  Regiment  Tennessee  Volun¬ 
teers,  to  inform  Major-General  Polk  that  I  had  placed  the  battery  of 
Captain  Melancthon  Smith,  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  my  division,  in 
the  rear  of  the  town  near  the  hospital,  and  to  request  him  to  send  an 
order  to  Captain  Smith  to  advance  his  battery  to  the  river  near  the 
mill,  and  shell  the  camp  and  field  before  mentioned  and  at  this  time  in 
the  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the 
order  was  executed  in  the  most  gallant  and  effective  manner,  and  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  little  to  the  general  success  of  the  day. 

Upon  my  arrival  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  I  found  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  Arkansas  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Tappan;  Second  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Colonel  Walker, 
and  Thirteenth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Colonel  John  V. 
Wright,  formed  and  anxious  to  again  confront  the  enemy.  These 
regiments,  with  others,  had  already  suffered  severely  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  forenoon.  In  a  few  minutes  these  three  regiments 
formed  in  line  under  my  direction,  the  Thirteenth  Arkansas  in  front, 
followed  by  the  Second  and  Thirteenth  Tennessee,  and  moved  di¬ 
rectly  back  from  the  river  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy’s  trans¬ 
ports  and  gunboats,  intending,  if  possible,  to  take  them  in  flank. 
Advancing  about  a  half  mile  I  suddenly  came  upon  about  fifty 
mounted  men,  who  were  hailed  and  found  to  be  Illinois  Cavalry, 
and  at  the  same  moment  and  immediately  in  front  I  discovered  a 
large  body  of  troops,  the  Seventh  Iowa  and  Colonel  Logan’s  Illinois 
regiment,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  I  immediately  ordered  my 
column  forward  and  formed  a  line  in  a  small  ravine,  the  Thirteenth 
Arkansas  on  the  right,  flanked  by  the  Second  and  Thirteenth  Ten¬ 
nessee,  with  some  detached  companies  from  other  regiments,  and  at 
once  opened  upon  the  enemy  a  most  terrific  fire,  and  which  they 
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promptly  returned,  but  under  the  rapid  and  galling  fire  of  our  col¬ 
umns  the  enemy  soon  wavered  and  were  charged  upon  with  the 
bayonet  and  completely  routed,  and  under  the  continuous  fire  from 
our  column  in  pursuit,  were  slaughtered  from  that  point  to  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  their  gunboats  lying  more  than  2  miles  from 
the  position  in  which  we  engaged  them.  Here  it  was  that  Captain 
J.  Welly  Armstrong  fell  while  gallantly  calling  to  his  men  to  fol¬ 
low  him  in  the  pursuit  of  the  dismayed  and  retreating  foe. 

In  this  engagement  we  recaptured  several  pieces  of  artillery,  took 
40  of  the  enemy  as  prisoners  besides  a  large  number  killed  and 
wounded.  After  the  rout  began  I  sent  forward  with  the  troops  my 
adjutant-general,  James  D.  Porter,  jr.,  and  returned  in  the  direction 
of  Columbus  to  meet  my  own  command,  for  which  I  had  sent  my 
aid-de-camp,  Major  F.  H.  McNairy,  so  soon  as  I  discovered  the 
enemy  posted  in  front.  On  my  arrival  near  the  river  I  met  Major- 
General  Polk,  and  reported  in  person  the  rout  of  the  enemy  and  the 
successful  operations  of  the  forces  under  my  command. 

Colonel  Smith  in  the  meantime  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
river  with  his  brigade,  and  I  immediately  ordered  him  forward  at 
double-quick,  hoping  to  arrest  the  ffying  column  of  the  enemy.  On 
arriving  at  the  dwelling  house  used  by  the  enemy  as  a  hospital  for 
the  wounded,  General  Polk  came  up  with  the  head  of  his  column, 
and  remained  with  it  until  we  arrived  at  a  point  directly  opposite 
to  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy,  when,  under  his  order,  I  directed 
Colonel  Smith  to  move  the  heads  of  his  command  to  the  river  above 
the  boats  of  the  enemy,  and  facing  by  the  rear  rank,  throw  his  left 
below  them.  Seeing  the  boats  in  the  act  of  moving  off,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wright  moved  the  right  wing  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
fourth  to  the  right  and  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and 
finding  them  hurrying  on  board,  deployed  his  command  as  skir¬ 
mishers  and  opened  a  destructive  fire  on  the  enemy.  The  left  wing 
of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth,  with  Colonel  Blythe’s  Missis¬ 
sippi  regiment,  both  under  Colonel  Smith,  charged  down  on  the 
retreating  boats  and  opened  a  fire  upon  them.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Miller  of  the  First  battalion  Mississippi  cavalry,  with  a  part  of  his 
command  joined  us  here,  and  having  dismounted  his  command, 
rendered  important  service  in  the  attack  on  the  gunboats.  Before 
making  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s  boats  I  detailed  Captain  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  of  Company  F,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  Regiment, 
with  16  men  as  skirmishers,  who,  after  the  attack,  rejoined  the  com¬ 
mand,  having  killed  3  of  the  enemy  and  captured  8  prisoners ;  these, 
with  4  captured  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wright’s  command,  were 
delivered  over  to  the  proper  authorities.  I  have  no  means  of  ascer¬ 
taining  the  amount  of  injury  inflicted  on  the  enemy  by  this  attack 
on  his  transports,  but  conclude  from  the  coolness  and  deliberation 
of  my  men  in  taking  their  aim  that  the  slaughter  must  have  been 
considerable. 

On  my  return  from  the  attack  on  the  gunboats  I  detailed  a  force  to 
bring  in  the  wounded  and  prisoners.  I  also  ordered  Captain  White, 
of  the  Tennessee  cavalry,  to  proceed  down  the  lake  and  look  after  a 
body  of  the  enemy  who  were  supposed  to  have  retired  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  He  reported  on  the  following  morning  that  he  captured  8- 
prisoners. 
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In  concluding  this  report  I  beg  leave  to  return,  through  the  major- 
general  commanding,  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
immediate  command  for  the  coolness,  courage,  and  gallantry  exhib¬ 
ited  in  the  engagement  at  Belmont.  To  the  two  gentlemen  composing 
my  staff — Major  Porter  and  Major  McNairy — I  am  much  indebted 
for  their  zeal,  promptness,  and  gallantry  on  the  field,  as  I  am  also 
to  John  J.  Campbell  and  Albot  L.  Robertson,  two  young  gentlemen, 
members  of  my  military  family,  acting  as  volunteer  aids,  both  boys 
in  years,  yet  exhibiting  the  spirit  of  veterans.  For  a  detailed  report 
of  the  operations  of  my  own  division  of  the  army,  I  refer  you  to 
the  copies  of  reports  of  Colonel  Preston  Smith,  commanding  the  First 
Brigade ;  Colonel  W.  H.  Stephens,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  H.  Miller,  commanding  First  Missis¬ 
sippi  Battalion  of  cavalry,  herewith  forwarded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Cheatham, 

Brigadier-General ,  Commanding  Second  Division. 

Captain  E.  D.  Blake, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  McCown,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Third  Division, 
Columbus ,  Ky .,  November  9 ,  1861. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
part  my  division  (Third)  took  in  the  action  of  the  7th  instant: 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  my  advance  picket  reported  two 
gunboats  and  transports  coming  down  the  river,  and  soon  afterwards 
that  the  boats  had  landed  on  the  Missouri  shore  and  were  disembark¬ 
ing  troops.  I  at  once  advanced  Captain  R.  A.  Stewart,  Pointe 
Coupee  battery,  under  the  protection  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kennedy, 
Louisiana  battalion.  The  two  gunboats  dropped  down  the  river  and 
were  at  once  engaged  with  Captain  Stewart’s  battery  and  Captain 
Hamilton’s  siege  guns.  The  battery  below  also  opened  upon  the  gun¬ 
boats.  After  half  an  hour’s  engagement  the  boats  were  driven  up  the 
river.  The  major-general  came  upon  the  field  and  informed  me  that 
he  anticipated  an  attack  on  this  side. 

In  the  meantime  the  enemy  had  landed  a  large  force  on  the  Mis¬ 
souri  shore  and  soon  after  engaged  the  forces  sent  to  reinforce  Colonel 
Tappan,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Pillow.  The 
enemy  finally  succeeded  in  reaching  the  river  below  Belmont  and 
planted  a  battery  that  played  upon  our  boats.  The  gunboats  again 
dropped  down  the  river.  About  the  same  time  I  received  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  general  commanding  that  a  large  force  was  on  their 
side  of  the  river.  I  Raw  that  the  plans  of  the  enemy  were  to  pre¬ 
vent  reinforcements  from  crossing  the  river.  I  sent  an  order  to 
Lieutenant  Humes  to  advance  Captain  Bankhead’s  battery  to  the 
shore  and  drive  the  Federal  battery  and  troops  from  the  position 
they  had  taken,  but  this  had  been  effected,  by  an  order  already  given 
by  the  major-general,  by  Captain  Smith’s  battery  and  the  rifled  gun 
in  the  fort.  The  gunboat,  after  an  hour’s  •conflict,  again  retired, 
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after  having  come  low  enough  down  the  river  to  throw  shells  into  the 
works. 

At  about  11  o’clock  I  was  informed  that  Colonel  Marks’  regiment, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barrow,  Colonel  Marks  com¬ 
manding  First  Brigade,  was  ordered  to  cross  the  river,  Colonel  Marks 
commanding.  I  saw  Avith  pride  and  pleasure  the  noble  and  decisive 
part  their  regiment  played  in  the  action.  I  send  enclosed  Colonel 
Marks’  report.  Toward  the  close  of  the  daAT,  by  order  of  the  major- 
general,  I  sent  Colonel  Neely's  (Fourth  Tennessee)  regiment  and 
Colonel  Scott,  Twelfth  Louisiana  Regiment,  across  the  river,  com¬ 
manded  by  Colonel  Neely.  These  regiments  crossed  too  late  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  action.  The  heaviest  fire  from  the  gunboats  was 
against  the  batteries  of  Captain  R.  A.  Stewart  and  Captain  S.  H.  D. 
Hamilton,  resulting  from  their  advanced  position.  They  and  their 
men  deserATe  credit  for  the  effective  service  rendered.  The  heavy 
battery  under  the  command  of  Major  A.  P.  Stewart  rendered  effective 
service  both  against  the  gunboats  and  the  enemy  across  the  river.  It 
is  proper  here  to  state  that  I  advanced  Colonel  E.  W.  Gantt’s 
Arkansas  regiment,  not  properly  belonging  to  my  division,  upon  the 
Milburn  road  to  repel  any  attack  from  that  quarter,  in  the  execution 
of  Avhich  order  Colonel  Gantt  came  very  near  losing  his  life  from 
the  bursting  of  a  shell. 

I  take  pleasure  in  commending  the  gallant  conduct  of  my  staff, 
Lieutenant  Balt.  Barrow,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Major 
George  W.  McCown,  aid-de-camp;  Major  W.  E.  Dyer,  quartermaster; 
Lieutenant  G.  P.  Smart,  adjutant  artillery,  Avho  remained  Avith  me 
during  the  day,  and  Captain  George  T.  Moorman,  acting  aid-de-camp, 
who  Avere  much  exposed  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  Major  McCown  and 
Captain  Moorman  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

I  regretted  that  I  was  deprived  of  the  service  of  Major  Bradford, 
adjutant -general,  and  Lieutenant  Henry  S.  Foote,  jr.,  aid-de-camp, 
who  was  absent  under  orders.  Sergeant  E.  M.  Ross  Avas  much  ex¬ 
posed,  and  useful  in  bringing  me  accurate  information. 

Major  Butler,  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment,  fell  mortally  wounded 
in  advance  of  his  regiment.  Lieutenant  R.  J.  Alexander  Avas  killed, 
gallantly  leading  his  men.  Lieutenants  R.  R,  Dennison  and  James 
Miller  were  wounded. 

I  send  a  list  of  the  killed  and  Avounded.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  all 
my  command,  Avherever  employed,  exhibited  coolness  and  decision. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  P.  McCoavn, 

Brigadier- General ,  G.  S.  Army . 

Captain  E.  D.  Blake, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Report  of  Colonel  Wright,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Thirteenth  Tennessee 

Regiment. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Regiment, 

Columbus ,  Ah/.,  November  8:  1861. 
On  yesterday  morning  at  9  o'clock,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  caused 
my  regiment  to  be  formed  and  marched  rapidly  to  a  position  in  front 
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of  headquarters  of  Brigadier-General  Pillow.  From  thence  I  was 
ordered  on  board  the  steamer  Prince ,  and  conveyed  across  the  river 
to  the  Missouri  shore,  where  I  was  met  by  General  Pillow,  who 
ordered  me  to  form  my  line  as  rapidly  as  possible  on  the  extreme  left 
and  immediately  to  the  left  of  Watson  Battery  of  artillery.  This 
last  order  was  promptly  obeyed  by  marching  the  regiment  to  the 
distance  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  a  position  where  we  found  the 
battery  already  posted.  I  was  ordered  by  General  Pillow  in  person 
to  detach  from  my  command  a  company  to  be  sent  to  the  left  and 
posted  on  a  road  leading  down  the  river.  I  accordingly,  through 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Vaughan,  detached  Company  A,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Matt.  Rhea  for  that  purpose.  I  was  then 
ordered  by  General  Pillow  to  hold  my  position,  and  if  the  firing  on 
the  right  (which  had  already  commenced)  should  continue  for  any 
considerable  time  to  move  my  regiment  up  to  the  right.  My  regiment 
was  posted  on  an  open  field  n,ear  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  on  ground 
considerably  elevated.  It  was  about  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  when 
I  took  my  position  on  the  field,  and  had  been  there  but  a  short  time 
until  I  was  actively  engaged  by  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  behind 
the  woods  in  my  front.  Though  only  about  80  yards  in  front  of  me, 
the.  obstructions  were  so  numerous  that  the  enemy  could  not  be  seen. 
My  men  returned  the  fire  almost  immediately  and  stood  their  ground, 
bravely  defending  their  position,  though  the  killed  and  wounded 
were  falling  thick  and  fast  on  eA^ery  side. 

In  a  A^ery  short  time  after  the  attack  commenced  on  me  I  heard  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  on  my  left,  and  knew  that  Lieutenant  Rhea 
with  his  command  was  engaging  the  enemy.  I  immediately  commu¬ 
nicated  this  intelligence  to  General  Pillow,  meantime  holding  my 
position,  my  men  receiving  and  returning  an  incessant  fire.  This 
Avas  kept  up  for  near  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  I  ordered  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Vaughan  to  report  to  General  Pillow  that  my  ammunition 
was  nearly  exhausted  and  that  my  men  were  suffering  greatly  from  the 
fire  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Vaughan  returned  and  brought  with  him 
orders  from  General  Pillow  for  my  regiment  to  retire.  I  gave  the 
order  and  the  [regiment]  retired  to  near  the  river,  where  some  con¬ 
fusion  occurred,  and  a  portion  of  the  regiment  Avent  up  the  river,  led 
by  Colonel  Vaughan,  and  the  balance  followed  me  up  the  bank  of  the 
rn^er,  taking  protection  from  the  artillery  under  the  bank  of  the 
river-  The  two  lines  Avere  united  again  at  the  upper  landing,  where 
I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  J.  Knox  Walker,  commanding  brigade,  to 
fall  m  with  my  command  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Tennessee  Regi¬ 
ment  and  proceed  to  charge  the  enemy.  This  was  clone  most 
piomptly,  and  in  a  short  time  we  found  ourselA'es  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy,  who  were  moving  to  the  right.  We  formed  line  rapidly 
tind  ponied  n  most  destructive  fire  upon  th.em5  my  men  shouting  and 
huzzaing  as  they  rushed  on  to  the  charge. 

At  this  time  I  AATas  on  foot,  having  had  my  horse  shot  under  me  in 
the  previous  engagement.  Here  a  great  number  of  the  enemy  were 
killed  and  wounded  and  a  great  many  prisoners  captured.  Soon 
aftei  this  I  was  ordered  by  General  Pillow  to  halt  my  regiment  and 
march  back  to  the  river  with  the  prisoners,  resupply  my  men  with 
ammunition,  and  Avait  there  for  orders.  I  gave  the  order,  but  oAvino- 
to  the  noise  a  large  number  of  my  men  did  not  hear  the  command,  and 
only  a  portion  halted,  the  others  continuing  in  pursuit  of  the  flying 
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enemy  until  they  made  their  escape  on  the  boats.  They  returned, 
bringing  with  them  many  more  prisoners. 

My  loss  was  about  149  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  that  is  to 
say,  25  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  and  2  commissioned 
officers  killed,  73  privates  wounded,  and  49  missing.  Most  of  those 
missing  are  from  the  company  (A),  which  was  sent  out  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Rhea  as  skirmishers,  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  captured 
by  the  enemy,  attempting  to  rejoin  the  regiment.  Captain  Burton,  of 
Company  A,  was  not  in  command  of  his  company  on  account  of  sick¬ 
ness,  but  he  was  on  the  field  near  his  men,  and  Lieutenants  Rhea  and 
Middlemas  were  both  killed,  fighting  bravely.  Captains  Wisdom, 
Wilkins,  Morgan,  Pittman,  and  Latta  were  wounded,  but  not  danger¬ 
ously.  Adjutant  Morgan  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  arm,  as  was 
Surgeon  J.  A.  Forbes.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Vaughan  had  two  horses 
shot  under  him,  and  exposed  himself,  most  gallantly  discharging  his 
duties.  Lieutenant  Arnold,  of  Company  A,  was  slightly  wounded  in 
the  breast.  Lieutenant  Edwards,  of  Company  I,  was  wounded. 

I  feel  that  it  is  due  I  should  mention  the  names  of  H.  H.  Falls  and 
Arch  Houston,  citizens  of  Tennessee,  and  Charles  L.  Roberts,  citizen 
of  Alabama,  who  were  here  temporarily  and  who  fell  into  the  ranks 
and  fought  with  the  regiment  during  the  engagement.  Mr.  Houston 
was  wounded  in  the  face  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  and  Mr.  Roberts 
was  killed  early  in  the  engagement. 

I  can  not  speak  in  terms  of  praise  too  high  were  I  to  attempt  to  do 
justice  to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  under  my  command.  Though 
unused  to  war,  and  in  their  first  engagement,  they  stood  and  received 
a  fire  from  the  enemy  which  might  have  made  veterans  quail,  and  did 
not  abandon  their  position  until  their  object  was  accomplished,  and 
they  were  ordered  by  General  Pillow  to  retire.  To  mention  all  the 
individual  acts  of  bravery  and  gallant  bearing  would  make  this  report 
too  lengthy.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  all,  officers  and  men,  behaved  them¬ 
selves  bravely  and  coolly,  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  V.  Wright, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Regiment. 

Colonel  J.  Knox  Walker, 

Commanding  First  Brigade ,  First  Division. 


General  Order  of  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Western  Dept., 

No.  20.  j  Columbus ,  Ay.,  November  12.  1861. 

The  major-general  commanding,  with  profound  acknowledgment  of 
the  overruling  providence  of  Almighty  God,  congratulates  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command  on  the  glorious  victory  achieved  by 
them  at  Belmont,  on  the  7th  instant.  The  battle  began  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  under  disadvantages  which  would  have  been  discouraging  to 
the  most  veteran  troops,  yet  the  obstinate  resistance  offered  by  a 
handful  of  men  to  an  overwhelming  force  must  long  be  a  lesson-  to 
them,  and  the  closing  scenes  of  the  day,  in  which  a  routed  enemy 
was  vigorously  pursued  and  attacked  in  their  gunboats  will  ever  be 
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remembered  in  connection  with  that  spirit  of  our  people  which  has 
proclaimed  in  triumphant  tones  upon  every  battlefield,  “  We  can  and 
we  will  be  free.” 

By  command  of  Major-General  Polk: 

E.  D.  Blake, 

Captain ,  C.  S.  Army ,  Act.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


General  Order  of  General  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army. 

General  Orders,  |  Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Ao.  5-  )  Bowling  Green ,  November  30 ,  1861. 

The  general  has  been  impatient  for  reports  of  the  battle  of  Bel¬ 
mont.  They  have  been  received,  and  he  pronounces  the  work  well 
done. 

To  Major-General  Polk,  who  formed  troops  capable  of  such 
actions,  and  whose  disposition  prepared  them  for  such  a  victory ;  to 
Brigadier-General  Pillow,  who  so  skilfully  led,  and  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  so  gallantly  followed  that  lead  over  a  hard  contested 
field  to  complete  success,  his  thanks  are  due  and  his  congratulations 
heartily  given. 

This  was  no  ordinary  shock  of  arms.  It  wTas  a  long  and  trying 
contest,  in  which  our  troops  fought  by  detachments,  and  always 
against  superior  numbers. 

The  7th  of  November  will  fill  a  bright  page  in  our  military  annals, 
and  be  remembered  with  gratitude  by  the  sons  ana  daughters  of  the 
South. 

A.  S.  Johnston, 

General ,  C.  S.  Army. 


Report  of  Captain  B.  J.  Butler,  commanding  Steamer  Prince. 

Corinth,  Miss.,  April  2,  1862. 

I  v  as  present  at  the  battle  of  Belmont  ;  was  in  command  of  the 
Frince  as  captain.  Went  over  to  the  battle  field  about  9 :30  o’clock 
with  a  part  of  General  Pillow’s  staff  and  staid  upon  the  battle  field 
until  about  11 :30  or  12  o’clock,  when  I  left,  having  been  sent  over  to 
General  1  oik  by  General  Pillow.  I  was  sent  to  General  Polk  with  a 
message  from  General  Pillow  to  the  effect  that  he  must  have  ammuni- 
nition  and  reinforcements  or  he  must  withdraw  his  forces  from  the 
held.  Ammunition  had  been  sent  for  and  brought  over  to  the  battle 
field  by  my  boat,  the  Prince ,  previous  to  my  being  sent  by  General 
Pillow.  This  ammunition  was  lying  in  boxes  on  the  bank  near  the 
waters  edge  when  I  started  with  the  message  of  General  Pillow  to 
(crenerai  1  oik  about  reinforcements  and  ammunition. 

I  delivered  the  message  from  General  Pillow  to  General  Polk  at 
about  12  or  12:30  o’clock,  when  he  was  standing  upon  the  bank  with 
his  staff  on  the  Columbus  side  of  the  river.  As  soon  as  I  delivered 
the  message  to  General  Polk  he  sent  off  one  of  his  staff  to  have  the 
ammunition  put  on  my  boat.  I  immediately  took  it  across  the  river. 
1  suppose  1  was  not  kept  waiting  for  the  ammunition  more  than  ten 
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minutes.  When  1  was  crossing  the  river  with  the  message  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Pillow  to  General  Polk  1  met  the  Charm  and  the  II.  R.  W.  Hill 
going  across  to  the  battle  field  with  reinforcements. 

Colonel  Dougherty,  of  the  Federal  Army,  about  the  close  of  the 
battle,  was  brought  on  my  boat  very  badly  wounded  and  evidently 
expecting  to  die.  In  answer  to  a  question  which  I  asked  him,  as 
to  how  the  battle  had  gone,  his  remark  was  that  we  had  routed  them 
and  whipped  them  like  dogs.  I  asked  him  that  if  it  was  a  fair  ques¬ 
tion  I  would  like  to  know  how  many  men  the  Federals  had  on  the 
field,  and  he  told  me  between  7.000  and  8,000.  I  learned  afterwards 
from  him  that  he  was  acting  brigadier  that  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  J.  Butler. 


General  L.  Polk. 


Report  of  Captain  W.  L.  Trask,  commanding  Steamer  Charm. 

Columbus,  Ivy.,  February  II,  1862. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  following  questions  propounded  by  you,  to 
wit,  What  service  did  you  perform  with  the  steamer  Charm  on 
November  7,  1861;  also,  at  what  time  did  you  land' certain  troops? 

I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

At  8  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  November  7, 1861,  being  in  command 
of  the  steamer  Charm ,  and  lying  at  the  wharf  or  landing  at  Colum¬ 
bus,  having  arrived  that  morning  from  below,  and  just  finished  dis¬ 
charging  our  load,  I  received  orders  from  headquarters  to  get  up 
steam  and  hold  myself  in  readiness  for  any  emergency  that  might 
arise,  as  the  enemy  were  reported  landing  in  Lucas  Bend,  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  above,  and  an  immediate  attack  was  expected.  A  few  minutes 
later  we  received  orders  from  the  quartermaster  to  transport  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  commissary  stores  across  the  river  to  Colonel  Tappan’s  ( thir¬ 
teenth  Arkansas)  regiment.  This  duty  I  performed  without  delay. 

At  this  time  several  regiments  of  troops  were  embarking  on  board 
the  steamers  Prince  and  II.  R.  W.  Hill  for  transportation  across  the 
river.  Upon  our  return  to  Columbus,  after  delivering  the  commissary 
stores,  at  9  a.  m.  Dr.  W.  S.  Bell  and  staff,  of  the  medical  department, 
embarked  on  board  the  Charm ,  and  desired  to  be  taken  across  the 
river.  A  number  of  soldiers  belonging  to  the  different  regiments 
already  taken  over  also  came  on  board  at  that  time  and  crossed  over 
with  the  surgeons.  They  (the.  soldiers)  numbered  about  150,  and 
were  parts  of  different  companies  and  regiments  left  behind  by  their 
commanders  from  the  other  steamers. 

Upon  our  landing  at  9:30  a.  m.  on  the  Belmont  side,  at  the  point 
afterwards  occupied  by  the  enemy— the  battle  having  already  begun 
and  now  raging  furiously,  with  the  report  of  musketry  gradually 
coming  nearer  the  river— we  found  on  the  river  bank  a  number  of 
our  wounded  soldiers,  and  I  immediately  ordered  them  to  be.  taken 
on  board  to  be  transported  across  to  Columbus.  Upon  landing  on 
the  Columbus  side,  and  after  the  wounded  had  been  put  on  shore,  at 

II  a.  m.  Colonel  Marks’  (Eleventh  Louisiana)  regiment  began  to 
embark  on  the  Charm.  After  they  were  on  board  we  took  on  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  ammunition  and  one  company  of  Colonel  Logwoods  cavalry, 
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causing  some  delay.  We,  however,  succeeded  in  getting  away  from 
the  landing  at  11 :30  o’clock,  and  crossed  the  river  under  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  cannon,  they  having  at  this  time  driven  in  our 
forces,  planted  their  batteries  on  the  river  bank,  and  directed  them 
particularly  at  our  boat,  and  they  were  otherwise  engaged  in  burning 
our  tents  and  destroying  our  camji,  with  no  one  that  we  could  per¬ 
ceive  at  the  time  engaging  them  except  the  batteries  from  the 
Columbus  side. 

Upon  landing  at  12  m.  on  the  Belmont  side,  and  at  a  point  about 
400  yards  above  the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy’s  battery — at  that 
time  playing  on  our  boat — we  found  the  landing  obstructed  by  our 
disorganized  forces,  who  endeavored  to  board  and  take  possession  of 
our  boat,  and  at  the  same  time  crying:  “  Don’t  land !”  “  Don’t  land !” 
“  We  are  whipped !  ”  “  Go  back !  ”  etc.  We,  however,  succeeded  in 
landing  six  companies  of  Colonel  Marks’  regiment,  when  the  disor¬ 
ganized  troops  previously  spoken  of  made  a  rush  on  our  boat  and 
forced  me  to  give  th§  order  to  back  the  boat  from  the  landing,  leaving 
my  stage  planks  on  the  river  bank  and  still  having  on  board  the  re¬ 
maining  four  of  Colonel  Marks’  regiment;  also  Colonel  Logwood’s 
company  of  cavalry.  At  this  juncture  I  moved  up  the  river  some  200 
yards,  intending  to  effect  a  landing  of  the  remaining  companies  of 
Colonel  Marks’  regiment  by  letting  them  jump  from  the  guards  of 
the  boat  when  she  touched  the  bank.  This  I  accomplished  success- 
fully,  but  found  myself  unable  to  land  the  cavalry  company  for  want 
of  stage  planks  and  the  repeated  efforts  of  our  disordered  troops  to 
board  the  steamer. 

I  now  concluded  to  recross  the  river  to  the  Columbus  side  and  allow 
the  cavalry  to  embark  on  some  other  boat  or  borrow  stage  planks  from 
some  other  steamer.  I  succeeded  in  doing  the  latter  through  the 
kindness  of  Captain  Lodwick,  of  the  steamer  Kentucky.  Upon  cross¬ 
ing  the  river  to  Columbus,  after  landing  Colonel  Marks’  regiment, 
the  enemy’s  cannon  still  being  directed  upon  us,  we  were  struck  sev¬ 
eral  times  by  their  shot.  One  ball,  in  passing  through  the  boiler  deck, 
tore  off  several  splinters,  one  of  which  prostrated  one  of  the  pilots, 
Mr.  Cay  ton,  stunning  him  severely,  but  not  otherwise  injuring  him. 
A  lady  close  by,  who  had  refused  to  go  on  shore,  but  had  persisted  in 
staying  aboard  to  assist  and  relieve  the  wounded,  coolly  assisted  him 
to  arise,  and  did  not  show  the  least  evidence  of  fear  during  the  entire 
day.  No  other  person  was  hurt  on  our  boat.  In  this  connection  I 
will  state  that  the  entire  crew,  with  one  exception,  behaved  gallantly 
and  assisted  me  in  managing  the  boat,  each  man  attending  to  his  pe¬ 
culiar  duties  well  under  all  the  trying  circumstances  of  the  day  and 
m  a  very  efficient  manner.  With  the  exception  above  mentioned  every 
man  did  his  duty  nobly. 

We  now  landed  a  short  distance  below  the  foot  of  the  bluff,  but  be¬ 
ing  still  an  especial  mark  and  an  excellent  target  for  the  enemy’s 
artillery,  we  obeyed  an  order  from  the  commanding  general  and 
moved  some  distance  higher  up.  Finding  it  impossible  to  select  a 
suitable  landing  for  the  successful  embarkation  of  the  reinforcements 
then  in  waiting,  we  again  moved  down  the  river  to  a  point  near  the 
foot  of  the  bluff  and  alongside  the  steamer  Kentucky ,  when  we  took 
on  board  a  part  of  Colonel  Blythe’s  (Mississippi)  battalion  and  Colo¬ 
nel  Smith  s  (Tennessee)  regiment,  under  the  commanding  general’s 
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especial  direction.  On  onr  attempt  to  back  out  from  the  landing 
after  the  troops,  were  on  board  we  found  ourselves  hard  aground,  and 
we  delayed  until  the  steamer  Prince  came  to  our  assistance  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  pulling  us  off.  We  now  crossed  over  the  river  and  landed 
the  troops  and  cavalry  on  the  Belmont  side.  This  was  about  2  p.  m., 
and  in  time  to  join  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  now  in  full  flight  from 
the  battle  field,  having  been  first  turned  by  Colonel  Marks’  regiment, 
landed  from  the  steamer  Charm  the  trip  previous.  After  the  troops 
were  landed  we  began  taking  on  the  dead  and  wounded  and  some 
prisoners,  among  the  latter  of  whom  were  Major  McClurken,  of  the 
Illinois  troops,  and  Adjutant  Boler;  also  a  Yankee  flag  was  brought 
in,  displayed  on  our  jack  staff,  to  the  great  delight  of  our  people. 

We  continued  to  work  until  midnight,  when  we  were  ordered  down 
the  river  after  corn  by  the  quartermaster,  working  all  night,  the  day 
following,  and  the  next  night  without  cessation. 

Upon  our  return  to  Columbus  after  our  trip  for  corn,  we  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  rest  and  clean  out  the  boilers  of  the  steamer,  now  very  much 
in  need  of  that  service  from  their  constant  use  for  more  than  ten  days. 

I  have  made  the  foregoing  statement  and  report  in  answer  to  your 
queries,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  meet  with  your  approval  and  appro¬ 
bation. 

With  the  highest  regard,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  L.  Trask, 

Late  Commander  C onfederate  Steamer  Charm. 

Major-General  Leonidas  Polk, 

C ommanding ,  Columbus ,  Ky. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Smith ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  referring  to  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Paducah ,  Ay.,  November  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  In  my  report  of  the  6th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  forces  of 
the  enemy,  I  accidentally  overlooked  in  my  notes  the  works  on  the 
Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers. 

The  more  important  is  Fort  Henry,  71  miles  up  the  Tennessee, 
just  at  the  State  line.  It  is  a  strong  earthwork  on  the  water  front, 
but  not  nearly  so  strong  on  the  land  side.  It  has  three  24  or  32 
pounders,  one  or  two  8-inch  columbiads,  and  the  remainder  of  field 
guns,  in  all,  from  14  to  16 ;  its  garrison  was,  two  weeks  since,  about 
1,200  They  have  been  under  apprehension  of  attack  from  here  for 

the  past  two  weeks.  . 

Some  8  miles  abovd  Fort  Henry  the  enemy  has  been  for  many 
weeks  endeavoring  to  convert  river  steamers  into  iron-plated  gun¬ 
boats.  This  fort  is  an  obstacle  to  our  gunboats  proceeding  to  look 

after  such  work.  , 

I  sent  an  intelligent  person  to  see  what  progress  had  been  made  on 
these  gunboats,  but  he  was  captured.  It  is  my  only  weak  point  (this 
river),  made  so  by  the  use  of  gunboats. 
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Hie  Conestoga ,  gunboat,  admirably  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Phelps,  of  the  Navy,  is  my  only  security  in  this  quarter.  He  is  con¬ 
stantly  moving  his  vessel  up  and  down  the  Tennessee  and  Cumber¬ 
land.  F  rom  the  latter  river  he  came  in  this  morning,  having  gone 
into  the  State  of  Tennessee  as  far  as  Dover,  where  the  enemy  have  a 
work  called  Fort  Gavoek,  or  Fort  MacGavock,  or  something  else, 
usually  called  Fort  Gavoek  [Fort  Donelson],  He  could  not  give  me 
an  idea  of  its  armament. 

I  mention  these  things  because  it  is  a  favorite  idea  announced  on 
the  other  side  that  Paducah  is  to  be  attacked  from  three  quarters  at 
once,  one  quarter  being  by  one  or  both  rivers. 

I  enclose  General  Grant’s  telegram  to  me  of  his  affair  at  Belmont 
yesterday. 

Nothing  yet  heard  from  my  commands  sent  in  the  direction  of 
Columbus. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  Smith, 

mi  ^  Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

1  he  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Commander  Dove,  U.  S.  Navy 
to  assume  command  of  the  steamer  Maria  Denning. 


St.  Louis,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  command  temporarily  of  the  steamer  Maria 
Denning,  destined  to  carry  provisions  and  stores,  etc.,  to  Cairo,  and 
to  remain  there  as  a  receiving  ship. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Andrew  H.  Foote, 

r,  ,  -p.  r  t~\  Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove,  [  .  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Foote , 
u-  avy,  to  furnish  statement  regarding  gunboats. 

Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  November  13,  1861. 

1  "  lJi  y°u  Please  seiad?  as  soon  as  possible,  a  statement  of  the 

condition  and  armament  of  your  gunboats  ? 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Captain  Walke,  Bngadier-Geneml,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Flotilla,  Cairo,  III. 
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Appointment  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy .  as  flag-officer ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  naval  forces  on  Mississippi  River  and  tributaries. 

Navy  Department,  November  13 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  flag-officer  in  command  of  the  U.  S. 
naval  forces  employed  on  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  tributaries. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  on 

Mississippi  River ,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Report  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  list  of  officers  for 

the  gunboat  service. 

St.  Louis,  November  Ilf.,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  *  of  officers  I  have  appointed 
for  .the  gunboat  flotilla  under  my  command  in  the  Western  waters, 
up  to  date,  inclusive.  I  have  not  the  full  complement  yet,  but  hope 
to  have  all  appointments  made  before  the  gunboats  are  ready. 

I  intend  as  a  complement  for  each  of  the  seven  gunboats  the  fol¬ 
lowing  class  of  officers,  viz : 

Four  masters,  2  pilots,  1  assistant  surgeon,  1  acting  paymaster,  1 
chief  engineer,  3  assistant  engineers,  1  gunner,  1  carpenter,  1  armorer, 
2  master’s  mates. 

For  the  gunboat  New  Era  the  same  complement. 

For  the  gunboat  Benton ,  which  will  be  the  largest  and  most  effect¬ 
ive  war  vessel  of.  them  all,  carrying  a  larger  battery  from  the  larger 
tonnage  and  lighter  draft  of  water,  there  must  necessarily  be  a 
greater  complement  in  some  of  the  grades  of  officers  and  men  required 
than  in  the  seven  newT  gunboats. 

This  vessel,  the  Benton ,  as  she  is  the  most  formidable,  with  lighter 
draft,  and  possesses  qualities  altogether  beyond  those  of  any  of  the 
other  gunboats,  I  have  selected  as  the  flag-steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  etc. 

Brigadier-General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General ,  11  ashington,  D.  C . 

P.  S.— The  mortar  beds  are  at  a  stand.  I  have  telegraphed  to 
ascertain  from  you  whether  I  shall  have  these  made  here,  as  they 
will  not  be  prepared  in  time  at  Pittsburg.  Please  give  me  orders  in 
reference  to  them. 

A.  H.  F. 


*  This  list  is  in  Foote  Papers,  No.  4749. — Compiler. 
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Report  of  Commander  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New 

Era,  referring  to  proposals  made  to  General  Grant  looking  to  an 

attack  upon  the  enemy  at  Columbus ,  Ky. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  New  Era, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo.,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  13th  of  October  last  I  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the 
enemy’s  force  and  batteries  at  the  Iron  Blutf  [Bank]  near  Columbus, 
Ky.  I  took  drawings  and  plans  and  ascertained  that  the  enemy  were 
throwing  troops  across  the  Mississippi  River  on  the  Missouri  shore. 
On  my  return  to  Cairo  I  laid  these  plans  before  General  Grant,  the 
commanding  general  at  that  point,  and  urged  upon  him  the  necessity 
of  attacking  their  troops  with  a  combined  army  and  naval  force, 
and  took  great  pains  to  impress  on  his  mind  the  absolute  necessity 
of  having  the  New  Era  detailed  for  the  attack,  as  she  was  armed 
with  9-inch  guns  and  her  sides  being  of  sufficient  thickness  to  resist 
the  enemy’s  shot.  I  recollect  distinctly  stating  to  General  Grant 
that  the  presence  of  the  New  Era  will  insure  a  victory — her  absence 
a  defeat.  I  send  to  you  a  plan  and  drawing  also.  Also  subsequently 
to  the  above  I  laid  the  same  plans  before  General  Smith,  at  Paducah, 
and  Colonel  Buford,  urging  them  to  try  and  induce  General  Grant 
to  make  the  attack  and  keep  the  New  Era  for  that  purpose.  On 
November  1, 1  received  a  letter  or  note  from  General  Smith  directing 
me  to  proceed  to  St.  Louis.  On  my  way  I  communicated  with  Com¬ 
mander  Walke  and  gave  him  a  copy  of  my  plan.  At  about  1  p.  m. 
of  the  same  day  I  passed  Cairo  and  communicated,  and  was  about 
five  hours  in  sight.  On  that  Saturday  afternoon  I  anchored  15  miles 
from  Cairo  and  sent  word  to  General  Grant  by  a  steamer  of  my 
position,  informing  him  if  the  New  Era  was  wanted  for  any  pur¬ 
pose,  or  there  ivas  a  necessity  for  her  return,  I  could  do  so  in  one 
hour  and  a  half,  and  that  I  would  not  leave  my  anchorage  before 
Sunday  morning.  I  spoke  the  steamer  Louisiana  and  sent  word 
to  General  Grant  that  I  was  but  18  miles  off  and  could  return  at 
short  notice.  I  was  then  only  steaming  with  low  steam  against  the 
current  at  the  rate  of  2  miles  per  hour,  as  the  water  was  low  and  I 
was  feeling  my  way. 

In  all  my  conversation  with  General  Grant  he  stated  that  he  could 
not  make  any  attack  on  the  point  specified,  but  admitted  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  the  presence  of  the  New  Era. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Porter, 

Commander. 

Commander  A.  H.  Foote, 

Comdg.  E.  S.  Gunboat  Flotilla  on  the  I V estern  1  Voters. 

[Endorsement.] 

Forwarded  at  the  request  of  Commander  Porter,  that  it  may  be 
placed  on  file  at  the  Navy  Department. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 
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Request  from  Brigadier-General  Grant ,  JJ .  S.  Army ,  to  Captain 
Walke ,  Z7.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tyler ,  /or  the  presence 
of  that  vessel  at  Cairo. 


Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  November  15,  1861. 

Captain  :  The  Lexington  requiring  some  work  done,  which  will 
require  the  putting  out  her  fires,  and  requiring  here  at  all  times  an 
available  gunboat,  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  you  bring  down  the 
T yler  until  the  Lexington  is  again  ready  for  service. 

Yours,  etc., 

U.  S.  Grant, 

B Agadier-General,  Commanding. 


Captain  H.  Walke, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Tyler ,  Mound  City ,  III. 


Letter  from  the  Quartermaster-General  U.S.Army ,  to  Captain  Foote, 
U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  construction  of  vessels. 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

W ashington  City,  November  15, 1861. 

Dear  Captain  :  I  regret  the  bad  promise  of  the  gunboats  in  regard 
to  draft. 

I  can  not  advise  you  at  this  distance  how  to  remedy  the  evil.  One 
boat  fitted  up  would  show  its  extent  and  enable  you  to  determine  the 
best  means  of  remedy,  if  any  be  needed. 

As  for  the  mortar  boats,  I  have  written  to  you  that  the  appropria¬ 
tion  can  not  meet  the  cost.  They  were  never  intended.  I  see  Mr. 
Adams  wrote  a  letter  for  lieutenant  Porter  [which]  calls  for  forty 
more  tugboats — small  propellers. 

Money  is  wanting.  I  am  informed  here  that  General  Halleck  has 
full  instructions,  and  I  hope  will  bring  order  out  of  all  this. 

In  the  meantime  use  your  own  discretion  as  to  alterations  of  con¬ 
struction.  We  relied  upon  the  naval  constructor  who  modeled  these 
gunboats.  I  still  hope  he  has  not  blundered. 

Yours,  very  truly,  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster .. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  gunboats. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  November  15,  1861. 
General  Halleck  has  instructions  in  regard  to  mortar  boats.  Refer 
to  him. 


Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 


M.  C.  Meigs, 

Q  uartermas  ter-  General. 
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[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  November  15 ,  1861. 


Sir:  On  to-morrow,  16th,  500  seamen  will  leave  Washington,  per 
railroad,  for  Cairo,  under  command  of  Captain  R.  Wainwright,  to  re¬ 
port  to  you.  * 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Cairo ,  III. 


Assistant  Secretary. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  November  16 ,  1861. 

Five  hundred  men  leave  Washington  to-day  for  Cairo.  See  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  and  make  best  arrangements  you  can  for  them  until  the 
receiving  ship  arrives.  Will  send  paymaster  to-day. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 

Commander  Roger  Perry, 

Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Perry ,  V.  S. 
Navy ,  to  arrange  for  tlxe  reception  of  seamen  from  Washington. 


St.  Louis,  November  16,  1861. 

Sir:  There  are  500  men  to  leave  Washington  for  Cairo  this  morn- 
ing.  They  may  arrive  on  Monday.  Have  the  best  arrangements 
made  you  can  until  the  receiving  ship  arrives,  which  I  hope  to  get  off 
to-morrow. 

See  General  Grant  about  the  matter,  also  Captain  Graham. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commander  Roger  Perry, 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  etc. 


St.  Charles  Hotel,  Cairo,  III. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Winslow,  U.  S. 
i\  avy,  to  proceed  to  Cairo,  III.,  in  charge  of  the  new  gunboat  St 
Louis. 

St.  Louis,  November  16,  1861. 

,SIE :  Jou  P^ase  repair  on  board  the  new  gunboat  St.  Louis, 
with  a  file  of  25  men  from  the  receiving  ship,  and  proceed  in  that 
vessel  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  guarding  and  protecting  her  and  the  public 
property  on  board. 
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The  St.  Louis  is  still  in  charge  of  the  constructor,  and  not  yet 
accepted  by  the  Government,  and  therefore  you  will  only  see  her 
safely  taken  to  Cairo,  where  she  will  remain  in  the  constructor’s 
charge.  You  will,  however,  direct  Commander  Perry  or  Stembel,  or 
Commander  Dove,  on  his  arrival  with  the  storeship,  to  have  a  guard 
placed  on  board  the  St.  Louis  to  protect  the  public  property. 

After  discharging  these  duties  you  will  return  to  St.  Louis  and 
report  yourself  to  me. 

You  will  procure  passes  for  the  officers  to  return,  telling  one  master 
and  one  master’s  mate  to  remain,  in  case  they  are  wanted.  Return 
your  men  to  the  receiving  ship  at  Cairo. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Commander  John  A.  Winslow,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Dove ,  XJ.  S. 

Navy ,  to  proceed  to  Cairo ,  III.,  in  the  steamer  Maria  Denning ,  to 

protect  public  property  on  board  that  vessel. 

St.  Louis,  [Mo.],  November  16,  1861. 

Sir:  You  wTill  proceed  in  the  receiving  ship  Maria  Denning ,  with 
the  guns,  beds,  stores,  etc.,  on  board,  guarding  carefully  the  public 
property  to  Cairo,  Ill. 

Captain  Carroll,  the  owner  of  the  Maria  Denning ,  will  have  the 
responsibility  of  taking  the  steamer  to  Cairo,  so  far  as  her  naviga¬ 
tion  and  exposure  to  tire  or  other  disasters,  except  guarding  and  pro¬ 
tecting  her  from  the  public  enemy,  are  concerned.  You  will  there¬ 
fore  render  Captain  Carroll  all  necessary  assistance  to  have  the 
steamer  safely  taken  to  Cairo. 

On  your  arrival  there  you  will  communicate  with  General  Grant, 
the  commanding  general  of  that  division  of  the  Army,  informing 
him  that  your  vessel  is  to  remain  there  as  a  receiving  ship. 

You  will  also  let  your  men  and  officers  render  Commander  Perry 
any  assistance  he  may  want  in  receiving  and  making  good  storage 
for  his  stores  intended  for  the  gunboats. 

You  will  also  receive  the  men  and  a  portion  of  the  officers  to  be 
transferred  to  you  by.  Commander  Winslow  on  his  arrival  in  the  gun¬ 
boat  St.  Louis.  You  will  also  receive  aboard  of  your  vessel  the  draft 
of  500  men  to  be  sent  this  day  from  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Receiving  Ship  Maria  Denning ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 
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Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Stembel,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Lexington ,  to  convoy  the  steamer 

Maria  Denning  to  Cairo. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  18, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Cape  Girardeau  and  give  convoy  to  the 
receiving  ship  Maria  Denning,  which  will  leave  here  to-morrow  for 
Cairo. 

Consult  General  Grant,  and  inform  him  that  I  want  you  to  go  on 
this  duty,  as  the  steamer  has  our  guns  and  valuable  ordnance  stores 
on  board. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy ,  etc. 

Commander  R.  N.  Stembel, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington,  Cairo,  III. 


Letter  from  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Curtis, 

U.  S.  Army,  reguesting  a  guard  for  the  new  gunboat  St.  Louis. 

St.  Louis,  November  18,  1861. 

General:  I  respectfully  request  that  a  guard,  consisting  of  one 
lieutenant  and  twenty-five  men,  with  corresponding  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  with  rations  for  one  week,  may  proceed  with  the  new  gun¬ 
boat  St.  Louis  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  on  or  about  the  20th  instant.  The  speci¬ 
fied  time  of  her  leaving  will  be  announced  as  early  as  possible. 

Will  you  direct  the  lieutenant  in  charge  to  report  to  Commander 
Winslow,  who  is  in  command  of  the  gunboat  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Brigadier-General  Curtis, 

Commanding,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Carter ,  ZJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  shipping  of  men  from  Erie,  Pa.,  for  the  gun¬ 
boat  service. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  18, 1861. 

Sir  :  Y  our  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  referring  to  shipping  men  for 
the  gunboat  flotilla,  has  been  received.  I  have  directed  our  quarter¬ 
master,  agreeably  to  your  request,  to  send  you  $200,  for  which-  please 
account  to  him  in  vouchers. 

We  shall  require  at  an  early  day  about  1.000  men  from  you,  having 
now  but  600,  and  shipping  but  slowly  at  Chicago  and  Milwaukee. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  drilling  the  few  men  you  already 
have,  and,  so  far  as  this  can  be  done  in  the  future,  without  detaining 
the  men,  I  hope  it  will  be  continued. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  FI.  Foote, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla. 

Commander  John  C.  Carter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Michigan,  Erie,  Pa. 
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Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Foote , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  difficulty  of  securing  recruits. 

Washington,  D.  C .,  November  19,  1861. 

My  Dear  Flag-Officer:  We  have  sent  you  off  500  men,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  it  is  all  we  can  do.  You  may  have  Carter’s  ren¬ 
dezvous,  as  we  wrote  you.  Every  means  is  being  used  to  recruit, 
but  the  large  number  of  vessels  put  afloat  absorbs  them.  Be  sure 
that  you  shall  have  the  first  50  men  to  spare  from  this  coast,  but  as 
it  looks  now  it  will  be  impossible.  If  you  wish  or  can  spare  any 
officer,  drop  me  a  private  note,  for  we  are  ashore  for  commanders. 
We  shall  not  disturb  you  unless  you  agree,  but  rather  go  into  the 
merchant  service. 

I  made  several  calls  upon  the  War  Department  about  the  money, 
and  they  tell  me  it  was  remedied. 

What  a  magnificent  piece  of  seamanship  Du  Pont  has  given  us;  it 
wipes  out  the  disgraceful  transactipn  on  board  the  Richmond  in  the 
Mississippi.  Wise  showed  me  your  note  about  the  gunboats.  I  sup¬ 
pose  if  they  barely  float  they  may  do,  unless  they  draw  too  much 
water.  It  will  be  a  blow  upon  the  Navy  if  they  fail.  Can’t  these 
camels  be  made  of  rubber  to  lift  them  over? 

Most  truly,  your  friend, 

G.  Y.  Fox. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Conestoga ,  regarding  an  engagement  at  Canton,  Ky. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Paducah,  Ky.,  November  19,  1861. 

Sir:  General  Smith  received  a  dispatch  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
15th  instant  with  a  request  from  General  Sherman  that  a  gunboat 
might  be  sent  up  the  Ohio  to  Uniontown,  Ky.,  and,  at  the  request  of 
the  former,  I  proceeded  to  that  place  with  this  boat  and  remained 
there  all  day  of  the  16th,  sending  out  a  scout  to  ascertain  if  there 
was  a  force  of  rebels  in  the  vicinity  or  approaching  that  point.  I 
could  hear  nothing  of  such  force  or  learn  of  any  necessity  for  re¬ 
maining  there,  and  accordingly,  in  the  evening,  got  underway  and 
descended  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland  and,  thence,  proceeded 
up  that  stream  into  Tennessee  as  far  as  the  fort  near  Dover  permits 
us  to  pass. 

I  have  already  several  times  gone  up  there,  and  upon  the  last 
occasion,  7th  instant,  had  been  fired  upon  all  along  the  river  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  by  riflemen  concealed  in  the  woods.  This  was  specially  the 
case  in  passing  Tobacco  Port,  both  ways,  and  on  coming  down  I 
dislodged  the  fellows,  wounding  one.  I  then  sent  word  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  that  place  that  I  would  not  suffer  such  warfare  and  would 
destroy  their  town  if  it  was  repeated  in  its  immediate  vicinity;  that 
men  not  regularly  in  service  I  would  treat  as  murderers.  I  also  sent 
word  to  Tennesseans  along  the  bank  that  I  would  thereafter  seize 
their  wood,  etc.,  if  I  found  them  lying  convenient  for  the  use  of  rebel 
vessels.  On  this  last  trip  there  was  no  firing  and  the  wooding  facil¬ 
ities  for  steamers  were  removed.  I  was  also  pleased  to  see  that  the 
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people  of  Tennessee  remained  in  their  homes  and  did  not  flee  to  the 
woods  as  formerly,  impressed  with  the  belief  that  we  were  state- 
prison  felons  let  loose  upon  them  to  ravage  their  homes,  as  has  been 
industriously  circulated  in  all  that  region  by  secession  organs  and 
leaders.  From  what  I  can  learn  by  conversing  with  all  classes  I  am 
satisfied  there  are  numerous  citizens  of  that  portion  of  Tennessee 
who  secretly  rejoice  in  seeing  the  national  flag  brought  to  their  State. 

We  remained  at  anchor  near  the  State  line  overnight,  and  yester¬ 
day  descended  the  river.  On  touching  at  Canton,  Ky.,  I  observed 
the  people  for  the  most  part  fled ;  but  a  German  came  down  to  the 
river  bank  and  told  me  that  300  men  with  a  piece  of  artillery  brought 
from  Hopkinsville  had  gone  down  the  river  2  miles,  prepared  to 
erect  an  earthwork,  and  intending  to  attack  us.  Instead  of  2  miles, 
the  piece  was  placed  just  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town  on  a  wooded 
point,  formed  by  a  deep  gully  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  river, 
and  close  upon  the  bank,  while  the  gun  was  concealed  from  view,  till 
we  were  actually  upon  it,  and  it  could  be  seen  but  a  few  yards  from 
above  or  below.  It  was  fired  upon  us  at  less  than  50  yarcls  distance. 
Though  going  slow  and  the  vessel  was  rounded  to,  using  the  stern 
gun  as  it  came  to  bear,  we  did  not  get  back  to  the  point  till  the  rebels 
had  succeeded  in  dragging  the  piece  into  the  gully,  if,  indeed,  it  did 
not  recoil  into  it  when  fired.  I  used  canister  to  clear  the  woods  and 
log  houses  from  which  they  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  of  small  arms;  but 
the  ravine  affords  such  a  perfect  cover  that  before  I  could  clear  the 
woods  sufficiently  to  throw  a  force  on  shore  to  capture  the  gun,  we 
saw  it  dragged  off  by  horses  a  half  mile  back  and  from  whence  the 
rebels  again  fired  upon  us.  They  were  quickly  dislodged  from  there, 
as  well  as  elsewhere,  and  driven  back  over  the  hills. 

I  am  thus  particular,  because  I  feel  extreme  chagrin  that  I  did  not 
succeed  in  securing  the  cannon.  I  could  have  done  this  had  I  at  a 
glance  been  able  to  see  the  exact  character  of  the  land.  The  rebels 
did  us  no  damage  except  carrying  away  one  of  the  chimney  guys  and 
making  holes  in  the  chimneys. 

I  regret  to  ^report  that  James  B.  Bolton,  seaman,  was  accidentally 
shot  on  the  17th  instant  by  discharge  of  a  musket  with  which  one  of 
the  men  was  exercising,  and  both  of  his  feet  terribly  torn  to  pieces. 
If  he  gets  well  it  will  be  to  find  himself  permanently  crippled.  I 
have  placed  him  in  a  hospital  here. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  November  20,  1861. 

Arrived  safely.  Met  Lexington  at  Town  [Tower]  Island.  Five 
and  a  half  feet  of  water  on  the  bar  south  of  Hat  Island. 

B.  M.  Dove, 

Commanding  Steamer  M\aria\  Denninq. 

Commodore  Foote, 

30  IF.  Fifth  [Street] . 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  \_N  ovember']  SO,  1861. 

Maria  Denning  arrived  at  9  a.  m. ;  all  of  her  cargo  is  on  the  wharf 
boat  except  the  guns,  which  await  the  movements  of  the  commissary 
stores.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  gunboats,  Jeff.  Thompson  would  have 
sunk  or  captured  the  Maria  Denning ,  as  he  was  seen  on  the  bank  by  the 
Lexington  at  Price’s  Landing,  with  from  twTo  to  four  hundred  cavalry. 
I  would  have  telegraphed  General  Grant’s  and  the  TylePs  movement, 
but  was  informed  he  had  done  so.  Platte  Valley  was  brought  to  by 
Jeff.  Thompson  and  two  passengers  taken  prisoners;  her  captain  and 
clerks  were  arrested  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  the  boat  tied  up.  Have 
just  received  telegram  from  Commander  Wainwright. 

[Commander  It.  Perry.] 

Commodore  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Dove ,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  arrival  of 
the  steamer  Maria  Denning  at  Cairo,  III. 

Steamer  Maria  Denning, 

Cairo,  November  SO,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  the  safe  arrival  of  this  vessel, 
at  9  a.  m. 

We  were  delayed  by  fogs  for  two  mornings,  and  grounded  on  the 
bar  a  little  south  of  Hat  Island,  where  we  found  only  5J  feet  water. 
It  delayed  us  about  two  hours. 

The  Lexington  met  us  at  Tower  Island.  On  arriving  at  [Cape] 
Girardeau,  Captain  Stembel  reported  that  Jeff.  Thompson,  with  a 
large  force  intended  to  cut  us  off  somewhere  near  Price’s  Landing,  a 
little  below  Commerce.  Before  nearing  that  place  I  mounted  two  of 
the  32-pounders  and  I  got  them  in  position  on  the  starboard  bow,  but 
the  wind  blew  so  hard  and  made  the  two  vessels  so  difficult  to  handle, 
that  I  could  not  get  the  Lexington  alongside  for  a  supply  of  ammu¬ 
nition. 

A  little  below  Girardeau  we  were  joined  by  the  Tyler,  Captain 
Walke,  also  met  the  Aleck  Scott,  with  General  Grant  and  staff,  one 
regiment,  and  a  company  of  artillery.  The  object  of  this  force  was  to 
cut  off  Thompson  in  case  he  should  come  down  with  the  idea  of 
cutting  us  off. 

We  ran  on  till  dark  without  seeing  him,  and  all  four  steamers  made 
fast  for  the  night  at  Illinois  Point. 

The  500  men  from  Washington  have  not  yet  arrived. 

After  reporting  to  General  Grant,  and  consulting  with  Commander 
Perry,  we  have  begun  to  discharge  the  stores  and  provisions,  but  will 
retain  the  guns  and  shot  until  further  consideration.  As  you  are 
very  anxious  about  the  vessel  and  her  valuable  freight,  I  requested 
General  Grant  to  allow  me  to  telegraph  her  arrival;  which  I  did  in 
his  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  M.  Dove, 

Commander . 

Commodore  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Unofficial  letter  from  Captain  Foote ,  U .  /S.  Navy ,  to  the  Quarter¬ 
master-Genera l,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  preparation  of  vessels  for 
the  Western  waters ,  and  transmitting  copy  of  letter  sent  to  Mr. 
Eads. 

Private.]  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  20 ,  1861. 

Dear  General:  I  have  your  official  and  unofficial  letters  of  the 
15th  instant. 

I  have  in  anticipation  of  your  suggestion  “  fitted  up,”  by  placing 
the  armament,  etc.,  on  board  of  one  gunboat,  and  find  that  weight  for¬ 
ward  of  the  center  of  gravity  lessens  her  draft  3  or  4  inches ;  and  the 
clearance  abaft  the  wheel  is  more  free  than  I  anticipated.  We  must 
make  them  do  the  work  for  which  they  were  designed. 

Of  the  mortar  boats,  I  awake  in  the  morning  (figurately  speaking) 
with  one  [on]  my  heart.  I  have  not,  fortunately,  committed  myself  in 
relation  to  them,  although  I  have  a  written  order  from  General  Fre¬ 
mont  to  man,  arm,  and  equip  them.  I  never  have  thought  favorablv 
of  these  boats,  either  in  construction  or  as  an  element  of  power.  Still, 
as  they  were  built,  and  the  mortars  (12)  built,  I  concluded  to  move  in 
the  matter  and  kept  you  informed,  or  rather  asked  your  authority  to 
go  forward.  I  have  had  sympathy,  and  still  have,  for  Mr.  Adams, 
who  I  believe  to  be  honest  and  efficient. 

With  regard  to  Commander  Porter’s  asking  or  calling  for  forty 
more  tugboats,  I  knew  nothing  till  you  informed  me;  I  did  not 
authorize  it.  It  was  done  in  my  absence  in  Cairo.  Still,  we  do 
really  want  at  least  six,  and  would  like  eight  of  these  tugboats  or  pro¬ 
pellers,  as  our  steamers  will  have  very  little  power  and  no  means  of 
getting  off  the  bottom,  as  other  river  steamers  have.  I  hope  and 
earnestly  entreat  that  you  will  let  us  have  eight  or  at  least  six  of 
the  propellers ;  indeed,  they  are  essential  to  us. 

The  Benton  is  worth  any  three  of  the  new  gunboats.  She  will  draw 
a  foot  less  water  and  works  better,  but  she  also  wants  a  tug  or  pro¬ 
peller.  Every  officer  here  pronounces  her  the  best  gunboat  in  the 
Union.  She  will  stand  a  good  hammering.  Rodgers  was  rather  mis¬ 
taken  in  her  condition,  and  he  would  generously  acknowledge  it  were 
he  here.  Our  ship’s  carpenter,  McGee,  who,  with  a  joiner  I  have  from 
the  New  York  navy  yard,  also  says  that  in  point  of  strength  and 
other  qualities  they  have  never  seen  her  equal.  I  trust  that  this  vessel 
will  be  completed  for  the  efficiency  of  my  command,  for  she  is  inval¬ 
uable  to  us.  Upon  a  close  scrutiny,  I  have  increasing  confidence  in 
Mr.  Eads,  but  intend  to  watch  all  that  he  does,  irrespective  of  my 
estimate  of  his  character.  Referring  to  our  master  carpenter  and 
joiner,  who  followed  me  here,  I  have  sent  them  to  all  the  boats  to 
instruct,  or  rather  to  plan  and  superintend  the  work  required  in  men- 
of-war,  of  which  Mr.  Litherbury,  the  superintendent,  beino-  a  West¬ 
ern  man,  would  know  little  or  nothing. 

You  have  no  idea  how  much  work  is  required  to  improvise  as  we 
are  doing,  a  navy  here,  with  our  limited  means.  I  have  worked  inces¬ 
santly,  and,  aided  by  two  or  three  able  assistants,  have  things  in  com¬ 
parative  shape.  Still  if  we  are  late,  and  matters  do  not  go  well  in  all 
respects,  I  must  bear  the  censure,  as  success  is  the  only  test  of  merit 
with  the  unreasoning  public ;  but  I  mean  to  have  matters  all  right  so 
tar  as  I  can  control  them,  and  amid  my  dark  and  shady  hours  I  really 
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appreciate  your  unofficial  letter  of  the  15th,  as  affording  evidence  of 
your  appreciation  of  my  difficulties. 

I  have  seen  General  Halleck,  Avho  naturally  declines  coming  to  any 
decision  about  matters  until  they  are  investigated. 

Please  excuse  the  length  and  freedom  of  this  communication,  as  I 
could  not.  in  an  official  letter,  give  as  good  an  idea  of  our  wants  and 
our  troubles,  and  believe  me, 

Respectfully  and  very  truly,  yours, 


A.  H.  Foote. 


Quartermaster-General  Montgomery  Meigs, 

W ashington. 

We  have  not  received  the  pistols  promised  by  General  [James  W.] 
Ripley.  I  have  had  boarding  pikes  made,  as  well  as  passing  boxes 
and  other  things  here,  at  reasonable  prices.  I  forward  a  copy  of  a 
letter  just  written  to  Mr.  Eads. 

A.  H.  F. 


[Enclosure.] 


St.  Louis,  November  19,  1861. 

Sir:  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  month  I  stated  to  you  that, 
in  my  judgment,  on  account  of  the  falling  of  the  river  and  the  ad¬ 
vanced  state  of  the  season,  it  was  necessary  to  have  all  the  gunboats 
sent  to  Cairo  by  the  20th  instant. 

I  must  again  renew  my  instructions,  as  far  as  I  am  authorized  to 
give  them  without  assuming  any  responsibility  interfering  with  the 
contract,  that  the  boats  be  sent  to  Cairo  immediately,  and  there  be 
completed,  as  I  am  apprehensive  that  any  further  delay  will  seriously 
endanger  their  getting  over  the  several  bars  in  the  river. 

The  boats  are  now  in  a  condition,  I  should  judge,  that  will  enable 
you  to  send  them  to  Cairo  immediately.  I  will  furnish  a  guard  for 
them  and  render  you  any  assistance  compatible  with  the  terms  and 
spirit  of  the  contract,  which  requires  of  you  to  deliver  them  in  Cairo. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  etc. 

Jas.  B.  Eads,  Esq., 

Contractor  for  gunboats ,  /St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Malice, 
U.  JS.  Navy ,  apologizing  for  delay  in  forwarding  requisitions,  and 
referring  to  operations  at  Belmont ,  Mo. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Paducah ,  November  21, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  to  make  excuses  to  you  for  the  delay  in  return¬ 
ing  the  special  requisitions.  I  received  the  letter  day  before  yester¬ 
day  morning,  when  we  were  coaling  and  getting  provisions  on  board 
to  return  to  the  Cumberland,  where  we  had  a  brush  with  the  rebels 
near  Canton,  as  nearly  as  possible  getting  a  gun  away  from  them,  and 
whither  we  washed  to  return  in  hopes  of  getting  at  more  of  them,  as 
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there  was  considerable  activity  in  their  ranks  all  along  the  region  of 
the  river.  In  the  hurry  the  requisitions  were  overlooked.  Last  night 
we  arrived  too  late  for  the  mail  boat,  though  we  endeavored  to  reach 
in  time. 

The  requisitions  sent  to  us  were  for  the  Tyler ,  but  I  concluded  it 
was  an  accidental  mistake  in  writing  the  vessel's  name,  and  signed  the 
requisitions  calling  attention  to  the  mistake. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  part  of  the  Belmont  affair. 
I  heard  a  regular  rebel  artillery  officer  compliment  the  fire  of  the 
Tyler  and  Lexington  very  highly.  It  was  not  right  that  I  was  not 
given  a  chance. 

W  hat  asses  the  critics  make  of  themselves  about  that  affair.  There 
was  no  [more]  idea  of  attacking  Columbus  on  this  side  than  there  was 
of  firing  at  the  moon,  and  the  force  that  left  here  to  go  a  certain  dis¬ 
tance  only,  raised  the  very  devil  and  could  have  been  taken  by  a  small 
force ;  one  regiment  only  was  kept  in  organization.  This  is  “  entre 
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robbing,  stealing,  shooting,  etc.,  is  the  history.  Under  Gen¬ 
eral  Smith’s  eye,  these  fellows  keep  straight. 

A-  fellow  came  to  the  river  bank  at  Uniontown  the  other  day  and 
hurrahed  for  Jeff  Davis,  cursing,  etc.,  shaking  the  while  a  navy  re¬ 
volver.  I  sent  an  armed  party  to  arrest  him,  on  the  appearance  of 
which  the  fellow  took  to  his  horse  and  raced  through  the  streets  of 
the  place  for  the  country,  our  men  taking  several  shots  at  him  as  he 
went,  without  touching  him,  but  hitting  the  horse,  they  say. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

„  ,  TT  S.  L.  Phelps. 

Commander  H.  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Tyler ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Request  of  Brigadier -General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander 
11  alke,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  the  presence  of  gunboats  at  Cairo. 

Headquarters  District  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Cairo,  III.,  November  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant  to  request 
that  you  report  with  gunboats  at  this  place  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock 
a.  m. 

By  orders : 

Jno.  A.  Rawlins, 

,  .  ,TT  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Captain  Walke, 

Commanding  Gunboat,  Cairo,  III. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote,  U .  S.  A  ary,  to  Commander  Stembel  U.  S 
A  avy,  to  proceed  with  two  vessels  to  meet  the  gunboats  at  Cairo. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  22, 1861. 
SlK :  IT}]a7ye  telegraphed  you  to  proceed  with  your  vessel  and  the 
steamer  William  E.  Brown,  or  the  Bee,  up  the  river,  to  meet  the  two 
gunboats  which  I  send  to  Cairo  oil  Saturday  (to-morrow).  You  had 
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better  leave  to-morrow  (Saturday)  morning  and  run  up  with  the  B. 
till  you  meet  the  gunboats,  which  I  hope  will  be  found  near  Hat 
Island.  I  have  great  anxiety  about  the  draft  of  water  of  the  boats, 
considering  the  low  water  in  the  river. 

Let  me  hear  of  the  arrival  of  the  boats  when  you  reach  Cairo. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain. 


Commander  Stembel, 

Lexington. 

P.  S. — Direct  Lieutenant  Bishop  to  be  prepared  to  come  to  this 
place  with  Commander  Winslow. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Shirk ,  U.  /S'.  Navy , 
to  proceed  to  Cairo  in  command  of  the  U.  /S'.  S.  Pittsburg  and  in 
company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis. 

St.  Louis,  November  22, 1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  repair  on  board  the  new  gunboat  Pittsburg  with  a 
file  of  25  men  from  the  receiving  ship  Emerald ,  and  proceed  in  that 
vessel  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  in  company  with  Commander  John  A.  Winslow, 
of  the  gunboat  St.  Louis,  who  will  give  you  further  instructions. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Jas.  W.  Shirk.  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Receiving  Ship  Emerald,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Chicago,  November  22,  1861. 

Sent  a  draft  of  men  this  morning. 

Leonard  Paulding. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  November  22,  1861. 

Fourteen  stragglers  from  the  draft  have  come  in.  Captain  Wain- 

wriffht  wished  to  be  informed  of  the  number. 

s  .  B.  M.  Dove. 

Commodore  Foote. 
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Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Winslow,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis,  to  proceed  to  Cairo. 

St.  Louis,  November  24,  1861. 

Sir:  In  case  the  Pittsburg  is  not  ready  to  go  down  the  river  by 
noon  to-morrow,  you  will  proceed  with  the  St.  Louis,  gunboat,  at  8 
a.  m..  or  as  soon  as  she  is  ready,  accompanied  by  the  tugboat  Samson. 

After  meeting  the  Lexington  and  Bee,  they  will  accompany  you 
clear  of  Hat  Island,  the  shoalest  place  in  the  river,  or  at  your  dis¬ 
cretion  over  any  other  shoal,  even  bekm  Cape  Girardeau,  but  send 
them  immediately  up  the  river  again  to  Hat  Island  or  above  it,  as 
the  Pittsburg  will  probably  follow  you  down  on  Tuesday  morning, 
and  will  require  the  Lexington  to  convoy  her  down  to  Cairo,  and  the 
Bee  to  assist  her  over  any  difficult  shoals.  I  want  Lieutenant  Wilson, 
2  masters,  and  15  men  immediately,  sent  by  Aleck  Scott,  or  some  other 
steamer,  and  have  telegraphed  Captain  Dove  to  this  effect.  If  he 
has  not  sent  them,  send  them  immediately  on  your  arrival,  except 
Lieutenant  Wilson  and  the  two  masters,  and  return  at  once  yourself, 
with  all  your  pilots  and  officers,  excepting  engineers.  Of  the  latter 
bring  Mr.  Fulton  and  also  the  crew  of  the  New  Era. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  A.  Winslow,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  November  24 , 1861. 

The  order  to  give  over  the  Graham,  wharf  boat,  was  not  counter¬ 
manded,  but  suspended  until  a  place  could  be  procured  for  the 
commissary  stores.  I  have  ordered  that  it  be  turned  over  to  you 
immediately. 

C.  McKeever. 

Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Dove,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  shortage  in 
the  draft  of  men  from  Washington,  D.  C. 

Steamer  Maria  Denning, 

Cairo,  November  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  By  the  general  muster  of  to-day  there  are  58  men  of  the  draft 
from  Washington  who  did  not  answer  to  their  names,  and  are  scat¬ 
tered  along  the  road  between  here  and  there. 

I  was  in  hopes  of  making  a  better  return,  as  some  14  or  15  strag¬ 
glers  had  come  in  since  their  arrival. 

There  is  no  likelihood  of  losing  any  more  here,  even  if  they  had  a 
disposition  to  desert.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  no  disposition  of  the 
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kind  is  exhibited,  although  they  are  not  very  comfortably  protected 
against  the  cold  and  stormy  weather  we  have  had  lately.  The  ves¬ 
sel  is  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  of  a  receiving  ship. 

The  gunner’s  party  of  40  men  are  at  work  this  afternoon  with  the 
ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjn.  M.  Dove, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Order  of  Captain  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Pennock ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  assigning  him  to  duty  as  fleet  captain. 

St.  Louis,  November  25 ,  1861 . 

Sir  :  I  do  hereby  appoint  you  captain  of  the  fleet  of  the  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boat  flotilla  in  the  Western  waters.  You  will  also  take  charge  of  and 
attend  to  the  equipment  of  the  several  vessels  composing  my  com¬ 
mand. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Commander  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Duplicate  order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Dove ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  draft  of  men. 

St.  Louis,  November  25,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  send  you  to-day  the  following  telegram : 

Send  immediately  by  the  Memphis  or  some  other  light-draft  steamer,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Wilson,  2  masters,  and  75  men  to  this  place.  Confer  with  General 

Grant. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  Dove, 

Receiving  Ship  Maria  Denning,  Cairo,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  November  26,  1861. 

Have  conferred  with  General  Grant.  There  is  no  steamer  avail¬ 
able  until  to-morrow  morning,  when  the  men  will  be  sent. 

Benj.  M.  Dove. 


Commodore  Foote. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Kilty ,  TJ .  S. 

Navy ,  /<?r  a  detail  of  men  for  the  new  gunboats  Carondelet  and 

Louisville . 

St.  Louis,  November  27, 1861. 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  75  men  who  are  coming  from  Cairo,  you 
will  please  to  detail  15  men,  including  a  cook,  with  rations  for  one 
week,  for  each  of  the  new  gunboats  Carondelet  and  Louisville ,  to 
proceed  in  those  vessels  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  on  Friday  morning  next. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

*  Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Commander  A.  H.  Kilty,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Receiving  Ship  Emerald ,  St.  Louis ,  No. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  November  27,  1861. 

I  have  but  four  boat  howitzers ;  want  eight  more  smoothbores,  com¬ 
plete  in  every  detail  of  equipment.  Send  them  to  Cairo.  Explain 
by  letter. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

A.  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  receipt  of 

appointment  as  flag-officer. 

St.  Louis,  November  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  13th  instant,  conferring  my  appointment  as  flag-officer  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  employed  on  the  Mississippi  * 
River  and  its  tributaries,  and  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  general  order 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  relating  to  flag-officers’  rank. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  N ovember  .28,  1861. 

St.  Louis  has  arrived  all  safe.  Pittsburg,  while  alongside  of  Lex¬ 
ington,  got  ashore  12  miles  above  Cape  Girardeau  by  carelessness. 
Lexington  and  Brown  will  probably  get  her  off  to-day. 

J.  A.  Winslow. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote. 
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[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  November  29,  1861. 
I  have  arrived  here  with  the  Pittsburg  all  right. 

J.  W.  Shirk. 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

St.  Louis. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  returning  certificate  of 

transportation  approved. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  enclosing  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  transportation,  I  return  it  approved. 

It  is  sometimes  necessary  for  Lieutenant  Paulding,  when  away 
from  me,  to  travel  on  public  duty.  When  I  can  not  give  him  specific 
orders,  I  have  directed  him  in  that  case  to  travel  on  a  pass,  the  price 
of  a  railroad  ticket,  not  considering  that  the  Government  ought  to  be 
charged  10  cents  per  mile. 

I  travel  myself  on  a  pass,  to  save  the  Government  my  traveling 
expenses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  C. 

P.  S.— -I  design  leaving  for  Cairo  in  the  last  gunboat  early  next 
week,  where  I  request  my  letters  to  be  forwarded. 

A.  H.  F. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  November  29, 1861. 

Captain  Nelson  and  pilots  will  be  in  St.  Louis  to-morrow  p.  m. 

B.  M.  Dove. 

Commodore  Foote,  St.  Louis. 


[Telegram.] 


Odin,  [III.],  November  30,  1861. 

Mr.  Nelson,  the  pilots,  and  my  party  are  detained  here  until  this 


evening. 


J.  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Flag-Officer  Foote,  St.  Louis. 


446 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Howard ,  of 
Marine  Artillery,  regarding  the  shipping  of  men  for  the  Western 
gunboats. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  29,  1861. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  yours  of  the  26th  instant,  and  want  men  for 
the  flotilla,  but,  in  shipping  them  on  the  lakes  and  here,  am  not  au¬ 
thorized  to  give  any  advance  exceeding  $10  per  man.  You  will  there¬ 
fore  perceive  that  I  can  do  nothing  in  your  case  without  authority 
from  Washington  (Navy  Department).  I  have  not  the  funds  in 
hand,  as  you  suppose.  In  fact,  troubles  visit  me  for  want  of  them, 
in  getting  my  own  vessel  to  Cairo ;  therefore,  the  whole  matter  must 
be  referred  to  the  Navy  Department  to  do  anything.  I  therefore  send 
back  your  letter,  which,  with  this  explanation,  you  had  better  lay 
before  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  alone  can  authorize  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  your  men. 

Excuse  my  haste,  as  business  presses  me. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  etc., 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Colonel  William  A.  Howard, 

Marine  Artillery,  New  York  Hotel,  New  York. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Quartermaster- 

General,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  departure  of  the  new  gunboats 

for  Cairo,  and  transmitting  letters  from  Colonel  W.  A.  Howard. 

St.  Louis,  November  30,  1861. 

General:  I  enclose  two  letters  from  Captain  Howard  in  relation 
to  men,  which  will  explain  themselves.  I  await  your  directions  in 
the  matter,  yet  we  want  the  men,  but  regret  that  it  will  require  so 
much  money  to  obtain  them. 

The  remaining  two  of  the  four  gunboats  built  here,  in  convoy  of 
the  New  Era,  leave  to-morrow  or  next  day  for  Cairo.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  leave  myself  in  the  Benton  on  the  4th  proximo,  next  Wednes¬ 
day,  for  Cairo,  to  have  her  and  the  gunboats  there  completed  with 
the  best  facilities  we  can  command.  We  have  tried  the  engines  suc¬ 
cessfully  of  the  two  of  the  seven  gunboats  which  leave  to-morrow 
or  next  day.  I  am  using  every  means,  working  night  and  day  and 
Sundays,  to  get  our  boats  down  to  Cairo. 

Will  you  please  give  me  instructions  as  to  the  mode  of  accepting 
the  several  gunboats,  the  first  of  which  will  be  ready  to  be  handed 
over  soon  after  I  reach  Cairo — this  day  week  or  before.  I  shall  want 
funds,  or  would  rather  the  advance  and  other  expenses  of  Captain 
Howard’s  men  should  be  paid  before  they  leave  New  York,  in  case 
you  conclude  to  have  the  men  sent,  as  preferred  by  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
,  A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Quartermaster-General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Enclosures.] 

Washington,  No  vember  26 , 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  this  morning,  since  when  I  have  seen  Assist¬ 
ant  Secretary  Fox.  He  says  I  may  send  you  1,000  men,  although  they 
are  doing  better  than  he  expected;  still  lie  will  be  glad  if  I  will  join 
you  with  1,000  more  seamen.  If  you  can  arrange  it  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  have  some  money  (advance)  paid  in  New  York,  the  thing  can  be 
arranged  at  once.  I  shall  make  it  a  point  to  see  General  Meigs  after 
(if  possible)  a  grand  review  of  regulars  to  be  held  now  (1  p.  m.). 

Ever  yours, 

W.  A.  Howard. 


W  ashington,  November  26, 1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  This  is  the  third  of  to-day,  but  thinking  perhaps  I 
had  better  see  General  Meigs  before  I  left,  I  deferred  my  going  to  New 
York  until  to-morrowT.  I  went  to  the  review  and  met  him;  informed 
him  what  I  had  done,  what  I  had  written  you  respecting  the  advance, 
what  Fox  had  said,  etc.  The  general  then  said  he  had  no  doubt  you 
would  advance  the  money;  hoped  you  would;  that  it  was  in  your 
power,  etc.  I  mention  these  things  to  show  you  the  feeling  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  at  the  head  of  the  Department.  You  will,  of  course,  be  governed 
(as  you  always  are)  by  what  you  consider  right.  I  said,  “  May  I  make 
this  statement  as  coming  from  you?”  “Yes;  certainly,”  was  the 
reply.  My  anxiety,  as  you  will  see,  makes  me  seize  every  shrub  in 
climbing  this  hill.  Doiyt  get  tired  of  me. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  A.  Howard. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

C ommcinding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  of  the  Mississippi. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  November  30,  1861. 

Anchor  with  heavy  anchors  and  chains  above  railroad  depot  on  Illi¬ 
nois  shore.  Put  guns  aboard  wharf  boat  as  soon  as  you  can,  with 
empty  shell  and  solid  shot.  Take  anchor  and  .chain  from  a  new  gun¬ 
boat  if  necessary.  Use  discretion  and  caution. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove, 

Receiving  Ship  Maria  Denning ,  Cairo,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  November  30,  1861. 

In  case  two  gunboats  can  not  be  sent  to  the  Tennessee  River,  and 
the  enemy’s  boats  are  larger  than  ours,  would  it  not  be  well  to  block 
up  the  river?  General  Smith  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps 
have  formerly  been  consulted  about  these.  I  hope  to  leave  for  Cairo 
in  the  Benton,  last  gunboat,  on  Tuesday  or  early  on  Wednesday.  If 
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two  gunboats  can  be  sent,  please  telegraph  me.  I  am  consulting  with 
General  Halleck. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

General  Grant, 

Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  1,  1861. 

Three  gunboats  appeared  below  Bird’s  Point,  exchanged  shots 
with  Fort  Holt,  but  out  of  range.  Went  down  with  General  Grant; 
sent  the  Lexington  to  follow  them  up.  The  two  gunboats  are  being 
got  ready- — the  St.  Louis  for  service,  the  Pittsburg  to  go  a  few  miles 
with  the  Denning.  Will  put  armament  on  the  Pittsburg  to-night. 
Have  sent  up  to  Mound  City  for  the  Tyler. 

Benj.  M.  Dove, 

Commander. 

Flag  -Officer  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  1,  1861. 

The  Dan.  G.  Taylor  will  leave  at  12  m.  with  two  pilots  and  guard. 
No  masters  here  available.  She  will  be  in  St.  Louis  Monday  night. 

B.  Wilson, 

Lieutenant. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Shirk ,  U .  S.  Xavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pitts¬ 
burg ,  regarding  the  grounding  of  that  vessel  en  route  to  Cairo. 

St.  Louis,  December  1 ,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  proceeded 
with  a  file  of  25  men  on  board  the  new  gunboat  Pittsburg. 

I  was  instructed  to  report  to  Commander  J.  A.  Winslow,  who  was 
on  board  the  U.  S.  gunboat  St.  Louis.  We  left  this  place  on  the  25th. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  we  reached  Bainbridge,  when  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  grounded  on  a  gravel  bank.  After  she  struck,  the  U.  S.  trans¬ 
port  steamer  W.  II.  Broion  ran  into  her,  striking  her  just  inside  of 
the  starboard  rudder,  and  going  completely  through  her  plank-sheer. 
We  used  all  exertions  possible,  but  could  not  get  her  afloat  that  after¬ 
noon. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  Commander  Winslow  left  in  the  gun¬ 
boat  St.  Louis  for  Cairo.  We  commenced  at  daylight  making  prepara¬ 
tions  for  getting  the  boat  off,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boat  Lexington  and  the  IF.  II.  Brown ,  we  succeeded  in  doing  so  about 
2 : 30  p.  m.,  and  started  immediately  on  our  course. 

At  6  p.  m.,  we  stopped  at  Burnham’s  Island  to  wood;  the  next 
morning  we  got  underway  at  daylight,  and  at  11 : 30  a.  m.  made  fast 
to  the  levee  near  the  St.  Louis.  I  immediately  transferred  the  12- 
pounder  howitzer  and  equipment,  with  the  fixed  ammunition,  to  Com¬ 
mander  K.  Perry,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  the  boats,  falls,  oars,  awning 
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stanchions,  rudders,  tillers,  yokes,  boat  hooks,  and  relieving  tackles 
to  the  same  officer.  The  mess  chests,  ensign,  and  pennant  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Commander  B.  M.  Dove,  of  the  Maria  Denning. 

I  directed  the  chief  and  assistant  engineers  to  report  to  Comman¬ 
der  Dove.  Upon  enquiry  at  the  office  of  commanding  general  I 
was  informed  that  the  only  way  which  I  could  get  my  party*  to  St. 
Louis  was  by  the  railroad ;  therefore  I  obtained  from  the  assistant 
adjutant-general  a  pass  for  3  officers  and  25  men. 

At  the  time  the  Pittsburg  grounded  she  was  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boat  Lexington.  The  9-inch  hawser  which  was  placed  on  board  the 
Pittsburg  as  part  of  her  equipment,  was  used  at  the  request  of  the 
pilots,  who  said  that  the  use  of  it  was  indispensable.  In  hauling 
upon  the  Pittsburg ,  the  hawser  was  parted  twice.  I  informed  Mr. 
Nelson,  who  Avas  the  representative  of  the  contractors,  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  would  hold  him  responsible  for  the  return  of  the  hawser, 
and  acordingly  left  it  on  board  the  Pittsburg  in  his  charge. 

In  coming  alongside  for  the  purpose  of  towing  the  lib  11.  Brown 
and  the  Lexington ,  each  of  them  stove  one  of  the  cutters  which  were 
hoisted  at  the  after  davits. 

I  left  Cairo  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  November  at  3:  30  a.  m. 
We  reached  Odin  at  9  : 30,  where  we  were  detained  till  6 : 30,  Avhen  we 
again  started  for  St.  Louis,  which  place  Ave  reached  at  12 :  30  this  a.  m. 

I  sent  the  men  and  officers  on  board  the  Emerald ,  Commander  A.  H. 
Kilty. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  N aval  Operations  on  the  W  estern  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  December  2, 1861. 

Two  gunboats  lea\Te  this  morning  at  11  o’clock.  Send  the  W.  H. 
Brown ,  well  armed,  to  meet  them.  Send  the  rigging,  chains,  and 
anchors  of  the  St.  Louis  and  Pittsburg  up  in  the  W.  11.  Brown. 
After  the  gunboats  are  clear  of  Hat  Island  and  the  shoals  near  Cape 
Girardeau  let  her  come  back  to  Hat  Island  to  meet  the  Benton ,  which 
leaves  to-morrow  noon.  I  go  by  rail  to-morrow. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Or  Senior  Officer,  Cairo. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Dove,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of  the  last  of  the  new  gunboats 

from  St.  Louis.  gT<  Louis,  December  2, 1861. 

Sir  *  I  have  telegraphed  you  this  morning  that  the  two  remaining 
gunboats  leave  at  11  a.  m.  to-day  and  to  send  the  W.  H.  Brown ,  prop¬ 
erly  armed,  to  meet  them.  Also  to  send  the  rigging,  chains,  and 
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anchors  belonging  to  the  St.  Louis  up  to  the  gunboats  in  the  Brown. 
I  further  stated  that  after  the  gunboats  were  clear  of  Hat  Island 
and  the  shoals  near  Cape  Girardeau  to  send  the  Brown  back  to  wait 
for  and  assist  the  Benton ,  which  goes  down  to-morrow  noon;  and 
further,  for  you  to  see  General  Grant  about  this  matter.  We  must 
have  the  B.  [ Bee ]  to  assist  all  the  boats,  as  the  risk  is  too  great  to 
run  in  the  low  water  not  to  have  a  steamer  to  tow  off  in  case  it  should 
be  necessary. 

I  would  send  some  of  our  men  with  two  or  three  good  officers  with 
one  of  the  howitzers,  if  ready  and  convenient,  in  the  B.  \Bee],  besides 
the  good  guard. 

I  was  confined  to  my  bed  with  sick  headache  and  neuralgia  vester- 
day,  and  to-day  my  face  is  swelled  very  much,  which,  with  closing 
up  our  accounts  and  business  of  the  office  and  getting  off  the  gun¬ 
boats,  will  not  enable  me  to  leave  here  till  to-morrow  evening.  I  hope 
to  see  you  early  Wednesday  morning. 

We  shall  have  all  we  want  of  the  wharf  boat  for  our  accommoda¬ 
tion.  I  regret  not  being  able  to  go  down  to-day,  but  my  health  and 
business  render  it  impossible. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  Dove, 

Commanding  Receiving  Ship ,  Cairo ,  III. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  #,  1861. 

The  Brown  has  left  with  12-pound  howitzer,  40  men,  and  20  soldiers 
from  Fort  Holt. 

Commodore  Foote.  B'  M‘  D°VE' 


[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  December  £,  1861 . 
Please  send  to  Cairo  900  barrels  powder  immediately. 


General  Ripley, 

Washington ,  D.  G . 


A.  H.  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  December  1861 . 

Please  make  3,500  42-pounder  rifle  shell,  also  150  X-inch  columbiad 
shell,  for  the  flotilla.  Forward  them  to  Cairo. 


Colonel  Symington, 

Allegheny  Arsenal ,  Pittsburg ,  [ Pa. ] 


A.  H.  Foote. 
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Order  of  Commander  Walke ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Dove ,  £7.  S. 

Navy ,  m  view  of  a  disregard  of  orders  on  the  part  of  Commander 

• Stemhel ,  Z7.  $.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lexington. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

December  3,  1861. 

Sir:  I  received  orders  from  General  Grant  on  Sunday  to  proceed 
to  Fort.  Holt  and  remain  during  the  nights,  as  protection  to  the 
forts  from  a  night  attack  of  the  rebel  gunboats,  and  was  informed 
the  Lexington  would  be  with  me.  On  my  way  down  from  Mound 
City,  we  saw  the  Lexington  return  and  anchor  opposite  Cairo.  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant?s  aid  met  me  at  Cairo,  with  instructions  from  the  general 
to  go  to  Fort  Holt,  and  desired  that  the  Lexington  accompany  me. 
I  sent  a  message  by  him,  as  he  kindly  offered  to  take  it,  requesting 
Commander  Stembel  to  follow  me ;  she  did  not  come.  Yesterday,  on 
my  return  to  Cairo,  after  consulting  General  Grant  and  yourself,  I 
sent  the  order  instructing  the  Lexington  to  follow  me,  which  order  was 
not  obeyed.  As  a  repetition  of  such  disregard  to  the  instruction  of 
the  general  commanding  might  lead  to  serious  difficulty,  I  respectfully 
request  that  the  matter  be  set  right,  and  that  the  Lexington  be  ordered 
to  take  her  position  at  Fort  Holt  agreeable  to  the  general’s  wishes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove, 

Commanding  Maria  Denning ,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  December  Jh  1861. 

Essex  got  off  before  aid  arrived.  Benton  left  this  morning  at  9 
o’clock.  Emerald  will  probably  leave  early  to-morrow. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  December  5, 1861. 

Emerald  left  at  2  o’clock  p.  m.,  drawing  less  than  5  feet. 

A.  M.  Pennock. 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  urgent  need 
of  a  draft  of  men  to  man  the  new  gunboats. 

Cairo,  III.,  December  5 , 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  four 
gunboats  built  under  the  contract  with  the  War  Department  have 
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arrived  at  this  place,  where  it  will  require  some  two  weeks  for  the 
contractor  to  furnish  them,  during  which  period  I  hope  to  have 
them  equipped  and  ready  for  service.  Two  other  steam  gunboats, 
the  Bento^i  and  the  Essex ,  ordered  by  General  Fremont,  are  expected 
to  arrive  from  St.  Louis  to-morrow. 

In  view  of  the  forward  state  of  the  gunboats,  we  are  suffering 
from  the  want  of  men  to  man  them.  There  are  required  for  this 
purpose  1,100  men  immediately;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
enemy  at  Columbus  has  several  gunboats  well  armed  and  manned, 
which  came  up  here  a  few  days  ago  on  a  reconnoissance,  and  three 
other  gunboats  came  down  the  Tennessee  River,  also  on  a  reconnois¬ 
sance  from  the  rebels,  it  becomes  vitally  necessary  that  we  should  be 
able  to  man  our  boats  immediately. 

^  It  has  been  rumored  that  an  attack  on  this  place  by  troops  at 
Columbus  would  soon  take  place,  and  that  the  reconnoissance  b}^  the 
three  rebel  boats  a  few  days  since  was  with  the  Anew  of  ascertaining 
its  weakest  points,  but  from  an  interview  with  a  cleA’er  observing 
officer  who  Avas  yesterday  at  Columbus  under  a  flag  of  truce,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  no  offensive  move  from  the  enemy  will  take 
place,  although  I  am  making  every  preparation  with  the  gunboats 
which  our  limited  number  of  men  will  alloAV,  to  be  ready  for  an 
attack. 

I  have  suggested  to  General  Halleck  that  I  should,  in  the  course 
of  two  or  three  weeks,  when  Ave  get  our  men,  proceed  up  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  with  tAvo  or  three  of  oar  gunboats  and  a  regiment  of 
soldiers,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  rebel  boats  and  a  battery 
which  iioav  renders  Paducah  more  valuable  than  any  other  point. 
The  general  approvingly  refers  me  to  General  Smith,  commanding 
at  Paducah. 

I  trust  that  our  cooperation  with  the  army  will  prove  both  har¬ 
monious  and  effective.  I  have  had  some  little  difficulty  in  obtaining 
a  large  wharf  boat  here,  which,  in  the  absence  of  navy  yard  facilities 
becomes  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  Department  will  see,  to  the 
effective  and  rapid  equipment  of  the  nine  gunboats  now  in  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

tt  Flag -Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  vv  elles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


^  0U1  °®cers  are  unable  to  attend  to  their  duties 
fiom  ill  health.  I  respectfully  request  that  two  lieutenants  may  be 
sent  to  me. 

I  have  appointed  Commander  Pennock  fleet  captain,  and  assigned 
him  the  duty  of  equipping  the  boats.  His  services  are  important, 
and  he,  m  fact,  and  all  the  officers  are  working  Avith  the  most  com¬ 
mendable  zeal  and  efficiency.  I  Have  temporarily  hoisted  my  flao- 
aboard  the  steamer  Lexington.  “  17 


A.  H.  F. 
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[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  December  6 , 1861. 

Essex  again  reported  aground  near  St.  Genevieve.  Send  two 
steamers  and  propeller  alongside. 

A.  M.  Pennock. 

A.  H.  F  OOTE. 


[Telegram.  1 


Cairo,  December  6 , 1861. 

There  are  12  gunboats,  of  which  3  are  in  commission  and  9  in  the 
contractor's  hands.  Three  of  these  latter  have  guns  on  board  and 
are  kept  ready  for  defense  here.  If  the  contractor  turns  over  the 
boats  by  the  18th  instant,  as  he  promises,  we  will  have  all  of  them 
ready  for  actiVe  service  in  ten  days,  provided  the  Department  sends 
me  the  additional  1,100  men  required  to  man  them. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  United  States , 

Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  December  6 ,  1861. 

Telegraphed  to  General  McClellan  that — 

There  are  12  gunboats,  of  which  3  are  in  commission  and  9  in  the  contractor’s 
hands.  Three  of  the  latter  have  guns  on  board  and  are  kept  ready  for  defense 
here.  If  the  contractor  turns  over  the  boats  by  the  18th  instant,  as  he  prom¬ 
ises,  we  will  have  them  all  ready  for  active  service  in  ten  days,  provided  the 
Department  sends  me  the  1,100  additional  men  required  to  man  them. 

There  is  less  prospect  of  an  attack  from  Columbus  than  I  expected 
when  in  St.  Louis.  Still,  we  have  two  gunboats  lying  off  Fort  Holt, 
[Ky.],  ready  for  defense;  also  the  gunboat  St.  Louis,  with  her  arma¬ 
ment  on  board,  yet  in  the  contractor’s  hands,  is  ready  for  defense. 
I  feel  very  much  embarrassed  in  getting  the  boats  ready  for  want  of 
the  possession  of  the  wharf  boat.  The  Denton  and  Essex,  gunboats, 
have  not  vet  arrived. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


r  Telegram.] 

Washington,  December  6,,  1861. 

Do  you  wish  for  the  cartridges  called  for  of  Colonel  Symington 
in  addition  to  the  900  barrels  of  powder  sent  you  yesterday? 

J.  W.  Ripley, 

Brigadier-General. 


A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  F'oote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major -General  Halleck , 
U.  S.  Army ,  giving  the  armament  of  the  new  gunboats. 

Cairo,  December  7,  1861. 

General:  When  telegraphing  to  yon  and  General  McClellan  yes¬ 
terday,  .in  response  to  your  telegram,  I  was  suffering  so  intensely 
from  neuralgia  that  the  important  information  of  the  gunboats’ 
battery  was  omitted.  I  have  since,  as  an  addenda  to  my  telegram 
to  General  McClellan,  informed  him  as  follows : 

The  armament  of  the  8  ironclad  gunboats  consists  of  thirty-five  42-pounder 
rifle  army  coast  guns,  of  7-inch  bore,  and  twenty  63-hundredweight  shell  guns 
of  8-incli  bore,  and  the  remainder  of  32-pounders  of  42-hundredweight. 
These  boats  average  14  guns  each.  The  four  smaller  boats  have  no  rifle  guns, 
are  not  ironclad,  and  have  an  average  of  6  guns  of  8-inch  bore  of  63- 
lmndredweight,  and  of  32-pounders,  latter  preponderating. 

This,  with  the  preceding  telegram,  will  probably  give  General 
McClellan  all  the  information  he  requires. 

In  a  letter  received  this  morning  from  Commander  Pennock,  our 
fleet  captain,  he  informs  me  that  the  mortar  boats  will,  in  all  prob¬ 
ability,  soon  be  sent  to  Cairo,  and  are  here  to  be  prepared  imme¬ 
diately  for  service.  If  this  be  correct,  will  you  please  have  Captain 
Constable  again  detailed  for  this  service,  and  also  permit  me  to 
employ  with  him  Captain  Pike,  an  engineer,  now  at  Chicago,  Tre- 
mont  House,  who  has  applied  for  this  service?  Captain  Constable, 
with  our  ordnance  officer,  Lieutenant  Sanford,  has  a  plan  for  mortar 
beds,  which  beds  might  soon  be  prepared  at  St.  Louis  under  the 
supervision  of  Captain  Constable.  Avhile  Captain  Pike  could  proceed 
to  Pittsburg  and  forward  the  mortars  before  navigation  closes.  We 
shall  want  men,  certainly,  if  the  mortar  boats  are  to  be  fitted  out, 
as  we  are  1,100  men  short  for  our  gunboats  proper.  I  still  hope, 
however,  that  men  for  the  gunboats  will  be  supplied  from  the  East’ 
as  I  am  in  communication  with  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy,  General 
Meigs,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Howard,  of  naval  brigad'e,  to  have 
transferred  his  (Howard’s)  brigade  to  our  gunboats. 

I  regret  that  the  Government  did  not  come  to  an  earlier  con¬ 
clusion  about  the  mortar  boats,  as  every  officer  I  have,  and  more 
too,  are  required  to  fit  out  the  gunboats;  and  as  the  proposition  I 
submitted  to  you  on  your  arrival,  when,  as  you  stated,  you  were 
not  authorized  to  act,  and  I  must  confess  I  had  myself  some  mis¬ 
givings  about  the  mortar  boats,  would,  if  it  had  been  adopted  at 
the  expiration  of  fourteen  days,  as  estimated  by  several  officers, 
enabled  us,  with  Captain  Constable’s  and  Captain  Pike’s  assistance’ 
to  have  the  mortar  boats  and  beds  now  nearly,  if  not  quite,  ready 
for  service.  It  has  been  from  the  unavoidable  delay,  arising  from 
want  of  money,  credit,  and  hesitation  of  the  Government  in  accept¬ 
ing  the  boats,  with  other  irregularities,  that  has  prevented  the  entire 
flotilla  of  gun  and  mortar  boats  and  propellers  being  ready  at  this 
moment  for  service.  My  plans,  had  they  not  been  frustrated,  as 
shown,  would  have  accomplished  all  this.  In  speaking  thus  how¬ 
ever,  I  fully  appreciate  the  embarrassments  of  the  Government  and 
of  the  directing  officers,  and  only  refer  to  the  matter  as  showing 
that  no  want  of  foresight  on  my  part  has  caused  the  delay  of  not 
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having  now  fully  prepared  the  naval  forces  for  any  service  that 
might  be  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West ,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  7,  1861. 

I  can  communicate  with  General  Halleck  by  telegram.  I  want  your 
and  Lieutenant  Sanford’s  services  soon.  Say  to  General  Halleck  that 
we  want  Captain  Constable  for  the  mortar  boats  and  Captain  Pike, 
as  we  have  not  an  officer  for  them,  as  they  understand  the  mortar 
beds.  Also  men  from  the  Army.  I  hope  he  certainly  will  order 
them.  Captain  Pike  is  at  Chicago,  Tremont  House.  I  will  write 
General  Halleck.  Benton  and  Essex  have  not  arrived. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Commander  Pennock, 

Barnum^s  Hotel,  St.  Louis. 


[Telegram'.] 

Cairo,  December  7,  1861. 

The  armament  of  the  eight  ironclads  consists  of  35  42-pounder 
rifle  army  coast  guns  of  7-inch  bore,  20  63-hunclredweight  shell  guns 
of  8-inch  bore,  and  the  remainder  32-pounders  of  42-hundredweight. 
These  boats  average  14  guns  each.  The  four  smaller  boats  have  no 
rifled  guns,  are  not  ironclad,  and  have  an  average  of  6  guns  each,  of 
8-inch  bore,  of  63-hundredweight  and  of  32-pounders,  latter  pre¬ 
ponderating. 

A.  H.  toote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  December  7,  1861. 

Essex  left  St.  Genevieve  yesterday  at  1  o’clock  p.  m. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commander. 


A.  H.  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  December  7,  1861. 

All  stores  went  down  by  Emerald.  Shipping  ammunition  and 
shell  yesterday  by  Terre  Haute  and  Alton  Railroad.  Rains  haid  to¬ 
day.  Have  to  stop  shipping.  Train  was  to  leave  last  night,  but 
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owing  to  failure  of  transfer  company  to  supply  proper  wagons,  did 
not  finish  hauling.  Would  prefer  Colonel  Symington  to  supply  am¬ 
munition.  Put  up  for  last  requisition  900  barrels;  will  give  300 
rounds.  Better  take  all  we  can  get.  Will  have  cartridge  bags  made 
here  for  the  900  barrels.  Anticipated  there  would  be  trouble  about 
the  breechings ;  am  prepared  to  remedy.  Hope  to  leave  to-morrow 
p.  m. 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


J.  P.  Sanford. 


Certificate  of ^  Assistant  Surgeon  Ludlow  of  Commander  Winslow's 
wound  while  in  command  U.  S.  Gunboat  Benton ,  December  8 
1861. 

Cairo,  III.,  January  28, 1862. 

This  is  to  certify  that  on  or  about  the  8th  of  December,  1861,  Com¬ 
mander  John  A.  Winslow,  while  in  charge  of  the  gunboat  Benton  on 
her  down  trip  from  St.  Louis  to  Cairo,  did  receive  a  lacerated  wound 
of  the  left  forearm,  dividing  all  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  part,  by 
the  passage  of  one-half  of  a  link  of  a  large  chain  through  the  part 
that  was  bioken  in  getting  the  vessel  off  a  sand  bar  on  which  she  was 
grounded. 

John  Ludlow,  M.  D. 

Assistant  Surgeon. 


[Telegram.  ] 


St.  Louis,  December  9,  1861. 

Your  telegraphic  orders  respecting  the  gunboats  have  been  at¬ 
tended  to  by  Lieutenant  Sanford  and  myself.  Funds  sent  by  to-dav’s 
mail  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stembel. 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Geo.  D..  Wise, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  December  10, 1861. 

Mr.  Sanford  left  this  morning.  The  Perry  left  at  2  o’clock  last 
night  to  assist  the  gunboats.  Eight  inches  rise  in  the  river. 

wi  r\xxi  *  rr  Geo.  D.  Wise. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


I  Telegram.  ] 


St.  Louis,  December  10,  1861. 

River  rising  very  slow.  Have  sent  Perry  last  night  down  to  help 
gunboats.  White  Cloud  goes  to-day. 


Captain  G.  W.  Graham. 


Barton  Able. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  /S'.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  jS.  /S'. 
Conestoga ,  giving  information  obtained  during  an  expedition  up 
the  Cumberland  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Paducah ,  7iy.,  December  10 ,  1861. 
Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  8th  instant  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel 
up  the  Cumberland  River  to  near  the  fortifications  below  Dover, 
Tenn.  General  Smith  had  received  information  that  there  were  a 
number  of  Union  people  near  Linton,  Ivy.,  just  below  the  line 
of  Tennessee,  who  wished  to  join  the  Union  forces,  or  were  refugees, 
driven  from  their  homes  by  rebel  marauders,  and  were  unable  to 
escape  through  the  rebel  lines.  On  arriving  at  Linton  two  signal 
guns  were  fired  as  requested  by  these  people,  and  we  afterwards 
returned  to  that  place  to  remain  overnight,  and  about  sixty  persons 
came  in  during  the  night  from  the  back  country  in  small  parties 
and  were  taken  on  board  and  brought  down  either  to  Smitliland 
or  to  this  place.  Previous  to  anchoring  at  Linton,  I  had  dropped 
down  to  the  lower  end  of  [State]  Line  Island,  intending  to  remain 
there,  but  learning  in  the  evening  that  persons  had  collected  about 
the  woods  with  the  intent  of  cutting  off  all  parties  attempting  to 
escape,  I  moved  up  to  Linton  itself,  where  the  people  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  vessel.  Just  before  dark  a  negro  ran  down  to  the  river 
bank,  near  the  boat,  chased  by  blood  hounds  in  full  cry  after  him, 
and  begged  to  be  taken  on  board.  I  sent  a  boat  to  his  rescue,  and 
learning  by  his  statement,  confirmed  by  Kentuckians  on  board,  that 
he  was  being  chased  by  rebel  cavalry  (he  had  run  18  miles),  with 
the  intent  of  seizing  him  and  taking  him  to  Dover  to  work  upon 
the  fortifications  at  that  point,  I  received  him  on  board  and  brought 
him  away.  His  master  is  a  secessionist.  The  cavalry  did  not  show 
themselves,  and  the  hounds  were  taken  from  the  track,  but  we  saw 
three  of  them.  No  demonstration  against  us  was  anywhere  made, 
and  we  could  hear  of  no  outrages  being  committed  near  the  river, 
no  doubt  owing  to  the  assurance  we  have  given  that  the  secessionists 
of  the  Cumberland  will  be  held  to  answer  for  the  security  of  their 
Union  neighbors. 

The  greatest  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  secessionists  to  fortify 
the  Cumberland  below  Dover,  and  a  panic  prevails,  they  being  con¬ 
fident  that  an  attack  on  Nashville  is  preparing  under  the  authority 
of  Governor  Johnson,  elected  governor  of  Kentucky  by  the  secession 
convention  held  at  Russellville,  in  that  State.  The  rebels  are  call¬ 
ing  out  Kentucky  troops  and  "are  drafting  men,  impressing  them 
into  the  rebel  service,  and  under  the  same  authority  are  seizing 
the  negroes  of  Kentuckians,  carrying  them  to  Dover  to  work  upon 
the  fortifications.  Thus  it  happens  that  Union  men  and  seces¬ 
sionists  alike  are  telling  their  slaves  to  escape  to  the  woods  to  avoid 
the  rebel  cavalry  engaged  in  seizing  them.  1  am  informed  that 
Union  men  have  been  seized  and  carried  off  to  work  in  place  of 
their  escaped  slaves.  It  appears  that  the  sons  of  the  owner  of  the 
negro  taken  on  board  this  boat  gave  him  warning  to  escape,  not¬ 
withstanding  these  sons  themselves  had  been  active  in  assisting 
rebel  troops  to  find  Government  arms,  etc.,  in  their  neighborhood. 

I  was  informed  from  various  sources  that  epidemic  diseases  of 
virulent  type  prevail  at  Dover,  and  that  the  troops  are  dying  in 
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great  numbers.  One  man  told  me  that  three  days  before  12  volun¬ 
teers  of  his  acquaintance  had  been  buried  at  one  time. 

If  any  movement  is  contemplated  up  the  Cumberland,  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  it  should  not  be  delayed  longer  than  is  necessary.  An  addi¬ 
tional  battery  of  three  guns  (32s)  is  said  to  be  completed  upon  a 
hill  back  from  the  river  about  half  a  mile,  but  commanding  a 
stretch  of  the  stream  above  and  below,  and  making  a  cross  fire  with 
the  water  battery.  I  could  not  verify  this  report,  as  the  afternoon 
was  rainy  and  misty  when  we  were  there,  and  at  any  time  it  can  not 
be  examined  without  engaging  it,  as  it  can  only  be  seen  at  a  distance 
of  1  mile. 

I  again  heard  reports  of  two  gunboats  being  constructed,  one  at 
Clarksville  and  the  other  at  Nashville.  It  is  also  currently  reported 
that  the  rebels  have  a  heavy  chain  across  the  river  at  Dover,  and  are 
engaged  in  filling  the  channel  with  large  stones. 

On  the  Tennessee  Eiver  three  gunboats  are  reported  to  have  come 
down  below  Fort,  Henry.  I  have  employed  a  man  to  examine  these 
craft  and  report  their  condition  and  armaments.  I  heard  nothing 
of  them  from  the  inhabitants  on  the  Tennessee,  but  there  are  none 
to  be  depended  upon  near  the  line.  These  boats  are  represented  as 
having  been  plated,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  that  this  having  proved 
a  failure,  compressed  bales  of  cotton  have  been  used  to  further  secure 
the  boats  from  the  effects  of  shot.  One  of  these  is  the  Eastport , 
which,  when  new,  was  one  of  the  fastest  vessels  running  upon  the 
Mississippi.  It  is  280  feet  in  length,  and,  if  properlv  fitted  up, 
could  carry  a  most  formidable  battery.  The  others  are  much  smaller 
vessels. _  Obstructions  could  be  sunk  so  as  to  confine  these  boats, 
except  in  time  of  freshets,  to  the  territory  of  Tennessee,  but  the  head1 
of  the  island  in  front  of  this  town  offers  a  place  to  locate  a  battery 
which  would  command  the  Tennessee  and  Ohio  alike,  and  add  very 
considerably  to  the  defenses  of  the  post  landward.  General  Smith 
has  made  an  examination  of  the  island  and  will  have  one  heavv  gun 
placed  there,  not  having,  I  believe,  sufficient  cannon  to  spare  more 
for  that  point.  I  should  feel  little  hesitation  in  running  the  fire  of 
one  gun,  if  there  were  an  object  in  doing  so,  and  a  fast  steamer  would 
be  exposed  to  the  fire  but  r  few  minutes. 

A  good  battery  on  the  island  would  command  the  Tennessee  and 
leave  the  river  free  f  jr  navigation  by  our  gunboats. 

Unlike  the  Ohio  ,  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers  rarelv 
freeze  over.  An  old  pilot  informs  me  that  in  thirty-one  years  living 
upon  its  banks  he  h  *s  seen  the  Cumberland  frozen  over  but  four 
times,  and  steamers  at,  times  have  laid  by  several  weeks,  unable  to 
pass  up  the  Ohio  on  account  of  ice,  while  boats  were  daily  plyino- 
upon  the  Cumberland  and  I  ennessee.  Nor  does  the  Tennessee  fall 
to  low  stage  like  the  Ohio  in  midwinter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


S.  L.  Phelps, 

TAeutenant ,  Commanding ,  U .  /S.  Navv 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.,S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Hirers ,  Cairo,  III. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  grounding 

of  the  U.  S.  S.  Benton. 

Cairo,  December  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  We  are  still  deficient  1,000  men  for  the  flotilla,  A  short  time 
since  I  had  a  letter  from  Captain  Howard,  late  of  the  Revenue  Serv¬ 
ice,  who  states  that  he  can  bring  us  1,000  men,  provided  their  advance 
and  certain  expenses  can  be  paid.  I  referred  him  to  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  and  to  Quartermaster-General  Meigs  of  the  Army,  as  I  have  no 
funds,  nor  do  we  pay  advance  to  men  that  we  ship  here.  I  have  not 
received  any  men  from  Commander  Carter,  of  the  Michigan. 

Will  the  Department  please  to  inform  me  if  it  can  furnish  a  part 
or  the  whole  number  of  men  required  ? 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  inform  the  Department  that  the  large 
and  effective  steamer  Benton  is  badly  aground  75  miles  up  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River.  The  water  was  not  sufficient  for  her  in  the  channel, 
as  it  had  fallen  the  night  previous.  The  vessel  is  still  in  the  con¬ 
tractor’s  hands,  so  far  as  her  preparation  is  concerned,  and  he  hav¬ 
ing  given  every  assurance  that  he  would  get  her  down.  He  is  on 
board  the  Benton ,  and  before  leaving  St.  Louis  repeatedly  assured  me 
that  he  would  take  her  safely  to  Cairo.  I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  let¬ 
ter  addressed  to  Mr.  Eads,  the  contractor,  urging  and  directing  him 
to  get  the  boats  to  Cairo  by  the  20th  ultimo. 

This  disaster  is  delaying  our  Avhole  expedition.  The  Essex  ^  Com¬ 
mander  Porter,  as  well  as  our  storeship  are  still  detained  in  the 
river  by  the  grounding  of  the  Benton. 

The  seven  gunboats  built  under  contract  are  here,  and  we  will  fit 
them  out  in  a  week  after  the  contractor  turns  them  over  to  us. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  grounding  of  the  Benton  I  should  have 
had  the  gunboats  ready,  excepting  men,  before  the  15th  proximo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  1 V  ashington,  D.  C . 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  11, 1861. 

Send  to  me,  by  return  of  mail,  contract  with  Eads.  Say  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Cullum  that  four  of  our  officers  are  up  the  river  at  work  on  the 
Benton  and  one  sick  here,  which  leaves  us  no  officers  to  send  to  St. 
Louis.  Ask  him  if  the  board  will  not  come  to  Cairo  and  first  exam¬ 
ine  the  gunboats  at  this  place.  I  will  designate  the  navy  officers  for 
the  board  by  the  time  the  army  officers  arrive. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Captain  Wise, 

Barnum’s  Hotel ,  St.  Louis. 
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[Telegram.  ] 

St.  Louis,  December  11 ,  1861. 

General  Cullum  will  leave  for  Cairo  when  he  is  informed  that  the 
mortar  and  gunboats  now  on  their  way  have  arrived.  This  will 
enable  him  to  make  the  entire  examination  at  once. 

Geo.  D.  Wise. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Letter  from  Assistant  Quartermaster  Wise,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- 
Officer Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  departure  of  the  mortar 
boats  from  St.  Louis. 


Office  of  Gunboat  Flotilla, 

St.  Louis,  December  11,  1861 . 

Sir:  I  have  little  to  communicate  to  you  since  the  departure  of 
Lieutenant  Sanford.  I  am  kept  very  busy  attending  to  my  quarter¬ 
master’s  department,  shipping  remaining  articles  to  Cairo,  and  set¬ 
tling  my  accounts  in  order  to  make  a  quarterly  return  at  the  end  of 
this,  month.  I  have  sent  you  two  telegrams  which  I  hope  were 
received  with  dispatch. 

Mr.  Merritt  arrived  last  night,  bringing  me  a  memorandum  for 
Lieutenant  Sanford  in  relation  to  powder,  which  I  have  attended  to. 

All  letters  for  you  or  officers  of  the  squadron  have  been  forwarded. 

The  mortar  boats  are  to  leave  to-day  for  Cairo  under  a  contract 
made  by  Major  Allen  to  pay  $80  each  for  the  delivery  of  the  boats. 
At  the  request  of  Major  Allen  I  provided  them  with  lines,  for  which 
he  pays. 

I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  increasing  Mr.  Candee’s  pay  to 
$100  a  month,  as  his  duties  are  arduous  and  responsible.  It  is' less 
than  quartermaster's  clerks  are  receiving  in  other  departments  here. 

.Bills  are  continually  presented  me  for  coal,  services,  etc.,  connected 
Avith  the  tugboats,  which,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I 
have  declined  to  have  anything  to  do  with.  The  same  answer  is 
returned  at  the  other  departments.  As  these  boats  are  continually 
used  for  our  service,  would  it  not  be  well  to  have  them  turned  over 
to  me  m  oi del  that  just  lulls  may  be  paid  and  the  Government 
credit  sustained?  Mr.  Daggett  also  has  a  large  bill  for  the  repairs 
and  dockage  of  the  Essex  since  she  has  been  directly  under  your 
orders.  Can  I  pay  this  bill,  most  of  which  was  for  labor  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


VXUO.  U.  }  V  1SE, 


„  .  r .  _  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla,  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  III. 
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The  Mississippi  Flotilla. 

[Newspaper  clipping.] 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  commanding  the  Mississippi  Flotilla,  wants  a 
thousand  more  seamen  from  the  Lakes.  The  Department  could 
spare  him  but  600,  and  now  needs  all  that  can  be  raised  on  the  sea¬ 
board.  Will  not  the  West  man  the  Mississippi  Flotilla? 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ .  S.  /S. 

Conestoga ,  regarding  expedition  in  the  Cumberland  River. 

U.  S.  GrUNBQAT  Conestoga, 

Paducah ,  n'ecember  13 ,  1861. 

Sir  +  I  have  to  report  that  1  again  left  here  on  the  night  of  the  10th 
instant  with  this  vessel  for  the  Cumberland  River  and  returned  last 
night,  having  brought  down  from  Christian  and  Trigg  counties,  Ky., 
near  60  more  refugees,  many  of  whom  will  enlist  in  the  Army.  We 
were,  the  forepart  of  the  night,  near  Fort  Donelson,  to  prevent  the 
rebels  sending  out  a  force  to  cut  off  people  who  were  bringing  in 
concealed  arms  to  Linton.  We  brought  10  muskets,  with  accouter¬ 
ments,  and  a  number  of  rifles  and  shotguns. 

I  am  informed  that  the  rebels  have  now  another  gun  in  the  new 
work  of  which  I  have  written  to  you.  making  four  32s  there,  and 
with  them  two  fieldpieces.  At  Fort  Donelson  there  are  said  to  be 
sixteen  heavy  guns.  None  of  the  works  can  be  seen  till  approached 
to  within  easy  range.  I  heard  numerous  accounts  of  the  great  mor¬ 
tality  among  the  rebels  at  that  point. 

The  Nashville  Union  and  American  publishes  an  account  of  the 
landing  of  130  men  from  this  vessel  near  Fort  Donelson,  of  whom 
113  were  killed  and  the  others  made  prisoners.  I  have  never,  on  that 
river,  landed  a  man  above  the  line  of  Tennessee.  We.  have  been 
fired  upon  there,  and  where  the  rebels  appeared  to  be  in  numbers 
have  sent  a  shot  or  shell  among  them. 

The  provisional  government  established  by  the  rebel  convention  at 
Russellville,  Ky.,  is  doing  apparently  good  work  in  the  cause  of  the 
Union. 

I  am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from-  Brigadier -General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  cooperation  of  gunboats  in  view  of 
expected  attack. 

Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  December  13, 1861. 

Dear  Commodore  :  Information  that  I  have  received  indicates  the 
probability  of  an  attack  being  made  upon  either  Fort  Holt  or  Bird’s 
Point  to-night  or  to-morrow. 
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I  have  given  instructions  to  the  commanding  officers  at  these  two 
points;  have  given  directions  also  to  have  all  the  transports  fully 
ready  in  case  a  move  on  the  water  should  be  necessary. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  your  cooperation  with  the  gunboats. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

B  rigadier-  Gen  eral. 

Commodore  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla ,  etc.,  Cairo ,  III. 


.  [Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  D h  1861. 

Inform  General  Cullum  that  the  gunboats  and  twenty  of  the  mor¬ 
tar  boats  are  here  ready  for  examination. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Captain  George  D.  Wise,  U.  S.  Army, 

Quartermaster ,  Bamum’s  Hotel ,  St.  Louis. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  Uj,  1861. 

We  are  very  much  in  want  of  32-pounder  cartridges.  We  are 
now  short  3,000  on  requisition  of  September. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Colonel  John  Symington, 

Allegheny  Arsenal ,  Pittsburg ,  Pa. 


Letter  from  Flag-Off, cer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  U .  S.  Army,  referring  to  the  appointment  of  a  joint  board 
for  the  inspection  of  the  new  gunboats,  and  other  matters. 

Cairo,  December  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  in  relation  to  Captain  How¬ 
ard’s  men  having  entered  a  New  York  regiment,  and  referring  to 
•  Lads  conti act  tor  the  gunboats,  how  they  are  to  be  received} 
questions  of  forfeiture,  etc.,  has  been  received.  Also  one  containing 
a  grave  charge  against  Mr.  Thomas  Merritt,  the  engineer. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  gunboats  are  all  here  except 
the  three  building  at  Mound  City,  under  contract.  Twenty  mortar 
boats  without  the  mortars  have  also  arrived,  which,  with  the  gunboats 
I  am  directed  by  General  Halleck  to  have  examined,  inspected,  etc.! 
wi  h  a  summary  of  cost,  by  a  board  of  five  officers,  three  army  officers 
l1,110'  tyo  navy  officers,  the  former  selected  by  General  Halleck,  and 
s  luyself'  I  have  just  telegraphed  to  the  army  portion 
of  the  board  that  the  gunboats  and  twenty  of  the  mortar  boats  are 
here  ready  for  examination.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  mortar  boats  were 
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built  without  the  supervision  of  some  officer  or  person  experienced 
in  such  matters. 

I  find,  of  course,  a  host  of  difficulties  surrounding  me  at  every 
step,  but  trust  that  we  shall  bring  out  good  results  comparatively. 
The  gunboats  were  not  properly  modeled;  they  are  far  behindhand. 
We  want  men.  Four  or  five  of  the  few  navy  officers  we  have  are  in 
ill  health  and  'the  absence  of  navy-yard  facilities  and  even  the  neces¬ 
sary  articles  for  armed  vessels,  not  to  be  found  in  the  West,  all  tend 
to  make  our  work  great  and  the  difficulties  almost  insuperable.  I 
am  encouraged,  however,  at  the  assurance  that  you  appreciate  the 
difficulties,  and  have  always  given  evidence  of  a  desire  to  sustain 
me  in  my  efforts  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  Government. 

The  charge  against  Mr.  Merritt,  the  engineer,  I  shall  hand  him, 
and  then  proceed,  agreeably  to  your  directions,  as  far  as  possible. 
It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  this  charge  had  not  been  preferred 
at  an  earlier  date,  as  his  suspension  at  this  juncture  embarrasses  his 
department  quite  seriously.  As  Major  Allen  is  at  St.  Louis  and 
knows  nothing  of  his  case,  I  have  not  referred  the  matter  to  him, 
but  will  do  so,  as  you  require  it. 

We  have  the  new  gunboat,  St.  Louis ,  temporarily  fitted  up,  ready 
for  service,  as  well  as  the  Essex ,  the  latter  one  of  General  Fremont’s 
boats.  These  two  boats  give  the  post  and  people  a  much  better  feel¬ 
ing  of  security  than  before.  I  was  ready  myself  to  go  down  in  the 
boats  last  night  when  an  attack  on  Fort  Holt  below  was  expected  by 
the  commanding  general.  We  also  proceeded  toward  Columbus  two 
days  since,  on  hearing  that  two  or  three  rebel  gunboats  were  coming 
up  the  river.  They  returned  to  Columbus. 

I  have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  about  men,  and  in 
case  I  can  not  obtain  them  from  him  will  probably  be  able  to  get  a 
regiment  of  volunteers  from  General  Halleck,  and  thus,  I  trust,  com¬ 
plete  our  complement  for  the  gunboats  by,  or  soon  after,  the  1st 
proximo.  The  grounding  of  the  gunboats  in  the  river  has  thrown 
us  back  ten  days  at  least  in  having  the  gunboats  ready  for  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer . 

Quartermaster-General  Meigs, 

W  ashing  ton,  D.  O. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  16,  1861. 

Call  immediately  on  G.  B.  Allen  &  Co.,  Renfrew,  Crozier  &  Co., 
and  Gaty,  McCune  &  Co.,  and  see  if  the  contract  for  placing  the 
steam  drums  on  top  of  the  boilers  is  as  low  in  price  as  can  be  had. 
Mr.  Merritt  will  see  you  about  it.  Tell  Captain  Eads  and  Captain 
Adams,  or  his  agent,  to  come  here  immediately,  as  the  board  is  ready 
to-morrow  to  examine  gunboats  and  mortar  boats. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Captain  George  D.  Wise,  U.  S.  Army, 

Quartermaster,  Barnum’s  Hotel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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[Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  December  16, 1861. 

Please  telegraph  if  men  are  coming  to  gunboats,  and  how  many, 
and  when.  We  are  waiting  for  them.  Do  send  two  lieutenants  to 
Lieutenant  Phillips  [S.  L.  Phelps],  as  five  of  our  officers  are  sick 
and  two  will  not  probably  be  able  to  do  any  more  duty. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.! 


Have  given  up  my  battery. 
A.  H.  Foote. 


St.  Louis,  December  17,  1861. 
Do  you  still  desire  my  services? 

A.  G.  A.  Constable. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  stating  that  the  War  Department  should  supply  the  defi¬ 
ciency  in  men  for  the  gunboats. 

Navy  Department,  December  17,  1861. 
Sir:  That  portion  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  stating  that 
you  “  are  still  deficient  1,000  men,”  has  been  referred  to  the  War  De¬ 
partment,  it  being  considered  the  duty  of  the  Army  to  furnish  the 
men. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

C ommanding  N aval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  III. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  December  17,  1861. 

Sir:  General  McClellan  will  order  to-day  1,100  men  to  be  detailed 
for  your  boats.  We  have  vessels  waiting  for  men. 

A  great  many  of  our  ships  go  to  sea  without  any  navy  officers  on 
board,  but  we  can  give  you  Lieutenants  Bryant  and  Thompson,  dates 
of  1837,  and  possibly  some  commanders. 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo ,  III. 


G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Halleck ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag -Officer 
Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  volunteers  for  the  gunboats. 


.St.  Louis,  December  17,  1861. 

Sir.  I  have  ready  in  this  city  some  1,100  or  1,200  unarmed  men  to 
be  sent  to  man  your  gunboats,  if  you  wish  them.  They  are  volunteers. 
You  will  please  inform  me  if  you  want  them ;  and,  "if  so,  when  and 
where. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IT.  W.  Halleck, 
Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Cairo,  III. 


General  Orders,  Nos.  2-7,  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
General  Orders,  j 

No.  2.  j  Cairo,  December  17,  1861. 

The  officers  of  the  flotilla  will  constantly  exercise  vigilance  in  the 
execution  of  their  duties,  remembering  that  upon  their  zeal  and  effi¬ 
ciency  depend  the  success  of  our  arms. 

The  first  masters  will  be  regarded,  where  there  is  no  lieutenant  as 
executive  officer,  as  the  executive  officers,  and  will  be  obeyed  as  such 
by  all  officers  and  men  under  them. 

The  orders  given  by  the  executive  officers  are  to  be  considered  as 
emanating  directly  from  the  commanders  of  the  gunboats,  and  not 
from  the  executive  officers  themselves. 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 


General  Orders,) 

No.  3.  \  Cairo,  December  17,  1861. 

The  officers  and  men  connected  with  the  naval  flotilla  will  consider 
themselves  amenable  to  the  police  regulations  of  the  Army  while 
on  shore  as  well  as  on  board,  so  far  as  conducting  themselves  with 
perfect  propriety  of  conduct,  of  crossing  the  lines,  abstaining  from 
all  approaches  to  intemperance,  a  vice  which  is  so  destructive  to 
good  morals,  discipline,  and  efficiency,  that  the  commander  in  chief 
will  visit  with  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  law  all  who  may  be  guilty  of 
the  slightest  degree  of  intoxication  or  of  any  violation  of  laws,  rules, 
regulations,  and  general  orders  which  are  or  may  be  promulgated, 
either  by  the  military  or  naval  authorities,  for  the  promotion  of  the 
highest  state  of  discipline  and  efficiency  in  time  of  war. 

General  Order  No.  20,  of  the  commanding  general,  will  be  strictly 
observed  by  all  persons  in  the  naval  flotilla. 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg .  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 
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General  Orders,  1 

No.  4.  J  Cairo,  December  17 ,  1861. 

The  commanders  of  the  gunboats,  respectively,  will  see  that  their 
vessels  are  kept  constantly  ready  for  action  at  a  moment’s  warning. 

Men  must  be  exercised  frequently  at  the  great  guns  and  small  arms, 
magazines  frequently  examined,  gun  gear  often  inspected,  steam 
machinery  kept  in  order,  one-half  of  the  officers  at  least,  unless  bv 
special  permission,  to  be  kept  on  board  at  all  times ;  in  fact,  every 
precaution  taken  against  a  surprise  by  the  enemy  and  a  readiness 
for  immediate  service,  which  will  enable  the  commander  in  chief  to 
operate  against  an  enemy  afloat  or  on  shore,  within  five  minutes 
after  the  flotilla  is  underway. 

The  commanders  of  the  flotilla  will,  in  their  internal  rules  and 
regulations,  give  such  instructions  in  detail  as  will  secure  the  highest 
degree  of  efficiency;  and  the  commander  in  chief  has  the  highest 
confidence,  from  the  zeal  and  intelligence  with  which  the  officers  gen¬ 
erally  have  labored  in  the  premises  to  assist  him  in  improving  a 
squadron  with  such  limited  means  by  attending  readily  to  duties 
of  all  grades,  that  they  will  soon  have  their  respective  vessels  in  a 
high  state  of  naval  discipline. 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


Cairo,  December  17,  1861. 

The  men  composing  the  crews  of  the  different  vessels  in  the  flotilla 
aie  required  to  obey  strictly  all  laws,  orders,  rules,  and  regulations 
promulgated,  or  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  law. 

Zealous  and  capable  men,  combining  good  morals  with  a  desire  to 
serve  their  country  and  vindicate  its  ability  to  sustain  unsullied  its 
flag  against  enemies  at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  will  be  favorably 
noticed  in  the  monthly  reports  by  their  commanders  to  the  coni- 
mander  in  chief. 

All  real  or  supposed  grievances  which  the  men  may  have,  or  fancy 
they  have,  will  receive  a  considerate  hearing  through  the  proper 
channel  by  their  commanders ;  and  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
primary  object  of  the  flotilla  is  efficiency,  a  power  and  readiness  to  do 
its  duty  to  the  Government  by  punishing  the  enemy;  this  great  object 
being  secured,  the  comfort  of  the  officers  and  men  will,  so  far  as  may 
be  consistent  with  efficiency,  be  faithfully  observed. 

Andrew^  H.  Foote, 

t  Lag-Officer,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


General  Orders, 
No.  5. 


General  Orders,) 

6-  I  Cairo,  December  17,  1861. 

A  strict  observance  of  Sunday,  so  far  as  abstaining  from'  all  un¬ 
necessary  work,  and  giving  officers  and  men  the  opportunity  of  attend- 
in.g  publ ic  worship  on  board,  will  be  observed  by  all  persons  connected 
with  the  flotilla. 


It  is  the  wish  of  the  commander  in  chief  that  on  Sunday  the  public 
worship  of  Almighty  God  may  be  observed  on  board  of  all  the  vessels 
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composing  the  flotilla ;  and  that  the  respective  commanders  will  either 
themselves,  or  cause  other  persons  to  pronounce  prayers  publicly  on 
Sunday,  when  as  many  of  the  ofhcers  and  men  as  can  be  spared  from 
duty  may  attend  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God. 

Profane  swearing  being  forbidden  by  the  laws  for  the  better  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Navy,  all  officers  and  men  will  strictly  observe  this  law; 
and  every  officer  who  uses  profane  language  toward  the  men  in  carry¬ 
ing  on  duty  will  be  held  amenable  for  such  gross  violation  of  law 
and  order. 

Discipline  to  be  permanent  must  be  based  on  moral  grounds,  and 
officers  must,  in  themselves,  show  a  good  example  in  morals,  order,  and 
patriotism  to  secure  these  qualities  in  the  men. 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Oomdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


General  Orders,  j 

No.  7.  )  Cairo,  December  36,  1861. 

The  commanders  of  the  several  gunboats  will  make  frequent  ex¬ 
aminations  into  the  paymaster’s  department  of  their  respective  com¬ 
mands  and  see  that  the  Government  property  is  well  taken  care,  of, 
and  direct  their  acting  paymasters  not  to  pay  out  any  money  without 
their  approval,  to  the  officers,  and  their  written  order,  to  the  men. 

Clothing  ancl  small  stores  will  only  be  issued  once  a  month,  except 
upon  urgent  necessity,  and  all  requisitions  must  be  approved  by  the 
commanding  officers,  who  will  direct  an  officer  to  be  present  and  wit¬ 
ness  all  issues  made  to  the  men. 

Commanders  of  vessels  will  also  direct  their  acting  paymasters  to 
make  out  quarterly  pay  and  receipt  rolls,  accompanied  by  their  ac¬ 
count  current,  showing  their  balance,  also  quarterly  abstracts  of  pro¬ 
visions,  clothing,  and  small  stores,  to  be  forwarded  to  me  for 
inspection. 

They  will  also  enforce  upon  their  respective  acting  paymasters  the 
necessity  of  obeying  immediately  any  order  or  instruction  they  may 
have  occasion,  from  their  want  of  present  experience,  to  receive  from 
Mr.  Henriques,  flag-officer’s  secretary  and  acting  paymaster  in  chief, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  give  them,  under  my  direction,  any  order  he  may 
deem  needful  for  the  proper  performance  of  their  duties. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  19,  1861. 
Sir:  I  telegraphed  yesterday  about  men.  Do  you  wish,  say,  four 
of  the  volunteer  masters  who  have  been  under  drill  ?  Would  you  ad¬ 
vise  transferring  the  flotilla  and  your  whole  command  to  the  Navy 
Department  ? 

^  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo,  lU. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  19,  1861. 

Our  masters  and  officers  are  all  appointed.  As  we  are  organized,  a 
change  now  would  greatly  embarrass  the  flotilla.  I  consider  it  im¬ 
politic  to  transfer  flotilla  to  the  Navy.  I  would  have  preferred  at 
first  to  have  it  solely  under  the  Navy  Department. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

G.  V.  Fox. 


Letter  from  Flag-0 ffccr  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Halleck, 
U.  S.  Army ,  requesting  a  draft  of  men. 

Cairo,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  17th,  I  respectfully  request  that 
you  will  send  500  men  immediately  to  the  flotilla.  General  Grant 
will  give  the  men  accommodations  on  shore  for  a  day  or  two,  until 
I  can  distribute  them  among  the  boats.  I  will  inform  you  when  we 
are  ready  to  receive  another  detachment  of  men. 

In  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  informs  me  that 
the  Department  can  hardly  supply  the  demand,  for  seamen  on  the 
coast,  and  that  General  McClellan  will  furnish  the  men  required, 
or  rather  will  order  1,100  men  to  be  detached  for  the  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West,  etc. 

P.  S. — My  passes  here  have  been  refused,  and  the  general  agent  at 
Chicago  also  declines  honoring  them.  This  embarrasses  my  work  a 
good  deal,  as  I  am  obliged  to  send  officers  and  men  frequently  on 
duty  to  St.  Louis  to  expedite  our  work,  as  well  as  to  send  home  dis¬ 
charged  seamen,  etc.  I  presume  it  was  not  your  intention  to  have 
my  passes  stopped,  and  therefore  respectfully  request  that  you  will 
direct  the  agent  to  have  them  honored  in  the  future. 

A.  H.  F. 


[Telegram.] 


Washington,  December  S3, 1861. 

(Received  at  Cairo,  24th.) 

The  general  in  chief  has  directed  General  Halleck  to  send  to  the 
gunboats  1,100  men  from  unarmed  regiments. 

M.  C.  Meigs. 


Captain  A.  H.  Foote. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  1861. 

We  have  six  tug  propeller  boats  and  thirty-eight  mortar  boats. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major  R.  Allen, 

Quartermaster ,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Unofficial  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrog¬ 
raphy  to  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Navy  Department, 

W ashing  ton  City,  December  1861. 

My  Dear  Flag:  I  was  gratified  to  get  a  long  letter  from  you  and 
to  read,  as  I  well  know,  that  you  will  come  out  like  a  trump  before 
the  thing  is  over. 

Your  howitzers  have  gone,  and  I  hope  have  arrived  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  for  they  are  real  fancy  little  bulldogs  and  do  mischief  when 
they  bark. 

I  shall  keep  sending  you  all  sorts  of  books  as  I  lay  hands  on  them. 

We  are  at  it  here  night  and  day  in  getting  off  the  mortar  fleet, 
and  then,  stand  from  under. 

The  retired  bill  is  signed,  but  I  believe  the  nominations  will  not  be 
sent  in  to  fill  vacancies  until  the  grade  bill  passes,  making  the  ten 
ranks. 

Good-bye  and  good  luck. 

From  yours,  faithfully, 

H.  A.  W. 


L,etter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  W dike, 
U.  S.  Navy,  in  response  to  request  from  the  latter  for  transfer  to 
one  of  the  new  gunboats. 


Cairo,  December  21i,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  in  relation  to 
the  officers  wishing  to  be  transferred  with  you  to  one  of  the  new 
gunboats;  also  stating  that  Commander  Rodgers  had  stated  that  I 
had  promised  him  thus  to  transfer  the  officers. 

I  never  promised  Commander  Rodgers  to  make  such  a  transfer. 
I  assured  him  that  I  would  carry  out  his  system  as  far  as  I  could, 
consistently  with  my  views,  for  the  good  of  the  service;  for  then, 
as  now,  I  perceived  reasons  of  a  public  nature  which  would  render 
such  a  transfer  impracticable.  While  I  accord  to  the  officers  and 
crew — and  have  done  so  to  the  Navy  Department— the  great  credit 
of  having  nobly  performed  their  duty,  yet  to  make  the  transfer  we 
propose  would  seriously  add  to  our  work,  and,  more  than  this,  would 
derange  the  flotilla.  In  fact,  it  would  seriously  embarrass  us. 
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We  have  now  as  much  and  more  than  we  can  well  perform  in 
organizing  vessels,  and,  from  personal  considerations,  to  break  up 
well-organized  vessels  like  the  Tyler ,  Lexington ,  and  Conestoga , 
would  be  unmilitary  and  injurious  to  the  flotilla,  and  unprecedented 
in  the  Navy.  Surely  you  and  all  your  officers  will  see  the  matter  in 
this  light,  and  I  will  not  so  far  reflect  upon  the  patriotism  of  your 
officers  and  crew  as  to  suppose  they  would  urge  this  matter  when  they 
reflect  upon  the  reasons  I  here  give  for  not  complying  with  their 
request. 

Your  own  naval  experience  will  readily  show  you  that  such  an 
application  as  this  has  never  been  granted  in  a  squadron,  as  it  would 
produce  confusion,  and  be  an  admission  that  personal  considerations 
outweigh  the  public  interest. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Commander  H.  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Halleck , 
U.  S.  Army ,  requesting  information  regarding  pay  and  rations  for 
men  sent  to  the  flotilla. 


Cairo,  December  25, 1861. 


General  :  I  wish  to  be  informed  whether  I  shall  pay  and  ration 
the  several  officers  and  men  on  board  the  tugboats  sent  here  for  the 
use  of  the  flotilla  by  the  quartermaster  at  St.  Louis,  and  if  I  shall 
appoint  the  officers  and  ship  the  men  now  on  board  of  them. 

As  the  case  stands,  these  officers  and  men  are  without  ration^  or  the 
means  of  living ;  yet  they  have  been  sent  to  me  with  the  tugs  intended 
for  the  gun  and  mortar  boats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

, ,  .  Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Cullum ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 

F oote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  memorandum  for  General  Halleck. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  December  26, 1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  too  much  engaged  since  my  return  to 
write  you  a  note  respecting  the  memorandum  you  gave  me  to  present 
to  General  Halleck. 

1  ou  were  immediately  telegraphed  that  your  papers  would  be  hon¬ 
ored  and  requested  to  inform  the  proper  parties. 

General  Halleck  can  not  g;ive  you  any  more  information  respecting 
the  requirements  of  ammunition  for  the  flotilla,  not  having  himself 
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received  orders  or  intimations  from  Washington  as  to  its  duties  and 
destination. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Commanders  Pennock  and  Stembel  the 
result  of  their  firing  experiments  upon  the  target.  I  am  writing  the 
report  of  the  board  and  hope  to  complete  it  to-day  as  far  as  I  can. 

What  is  the  Avidth  and  height  of  the  ports  or  embrasures  of  the 
gunboats?  How  many  degrees  do  they  admit  for  the  elevation  and 
how  many  for  traverse  of  your  guns? 

What  are  the  names  of  all  the  tugboats,  and  what  is  their  power  or 
diameter  of  cylinders,  stroke,  number  of  revolutions,  and  pressure  of 
steam  per  square  inch? 

In  great  haste,  yours,  very  truly, 

Geo.  W.  Ctjllttm. 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Mr.  Litherbury , 
regarding  the  gunboats  under  construction  at  Mound  City. 

Cairo,  December  36, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Eads  that  all  the  gunboats  would  be 
ready  to  come  from  Mound  City  by  Wednesday  of  this  week.  Now, 
I  learn  that  you  say  that  the  remaining  gunboat  can  not  come  down 
till  Monday  next. 

I  am  waiting  to  put  the  guns  on  board  the  boats  and  can  not  wait 
longer  than  to-day.  I  shall  send  a  steamer  up  early  to-morroAv 
morning  for  the  remaining  gunboat,  and  if  you  are  not  ready  to  send 
her,  you  will  please  address  me  a  letter,  assigning  the  reasons,  as  I 
must  report  it  to  Washington.  The  battery  must  be  put  on  board 
this  week.  Already  the  detention  of  the  gunboats  has  been  greater 
than  the  circumstances  have  warranted. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Mr.  Litherbury, 

Superintendent,  etc. 


Unofficial  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- 
Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  expressing  his  opinion  regarding  the 
value  of  the  mortar  boats. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  December  36,  1861. 
My  Dear  Commodore:  A  merry  Christmas  to  you  all.  We  are  in 
great  excitement  here  about  war  with  England,  but  the  general  belief 
is  it  can  be  avoided.  I  enclose  you  the  revised  bill.  I  believe  you 
did  not  receive  my  telegraph  about  the  two  lieutenants.  A  young 
lieutenant  has  been  ordered  and  sent  out  to  you,  as  I  said  a  frigate 
has  only  two  lieutenants  and  we  have  over  fifty  vessels  with  no  navy 
officer  on  board.  Some  of  them  do  quite  well,  Du  Pont  says.  I  am 
sorry  you  do  not  take  kindly  to  the  mortar  boats.  I  have  no  doubt 
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but  what  you  will  reduce  Columbus  without  them,  but  if  you  leave 
them  you  leave  the  most  efficient  arm  you  possess.  We  have  twenty 
mortar  boats  under  D.  D.  Porter  and  they  will  sail  in  a  few  days, 
and  we  are  confident  of  doing  great  things  with  them.  The  reason 
I  telegraphed  about  a  transfer  to  the  Navy  was  at  the  request  of 
several  influential  persons  who  thought  matters  would  be  expedited 
under  the  Navy  Department.  I  told  them  I  thought  it  was  too  late. 

I  hope  we  shall  soon  hear  of  your  success  at  Columbus,  the  key  of 
the  West;  when  that  falls  down  goes  everything  there. 

Who  is  sick  with  you? 

Very  sincerely,  G.  V.  Fox. 

Wise  has  written  that  he  got  twenty  mortar  carriages  and  beds 
made  in  twenty  days. 


Letter  from  Quartermaster  Wise,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Foote , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  army  authority  for  pushing  naval  affairs  to 

the  exclusion  of  other  work. 

St.  Louis,  December  27,  1861. 

My  Dear  Flag-Officer:  Our  small  boats  go  by  the  City  of  Alton, 
steamer,  which  was  to  leave  three  days  ago,  but  I  understand  this 
morning  has  been  detained.  She  leaves  this  afternoon. 

I  have  been  twice  to  see  Major  Allen  in  relation  to  number  of 
mortar  boats,  etc.,  as  requested  by  you.  He  was  not  in,  but  I  left  a 
note  in  case  he  wishes  any  information  from  me. 

Lieutenant  Buffington  sent  word  this  morning  that  no  more  shells 
would  be  received,  as  he  had  as  much  as  he  could  attend  to  with  army 
business.  I  immediately  prepared  a  telegram  to  send  you,  but  first 
had  an  interview  with  General  Cullum  and  Captain  Callender.  The 
conclusion  arrived  at  was  that  everything  we  required  should  be  done 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  work.  Messrs.  Dowdall  &  Co.  will  inform 
Captain  Callender  to-day  how  many  more  shells  are  to  be  delivered 
under  their  contract. 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Hatch  &  Co.  are  pushing  on  with  all  speed. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Cairo. 


%  % 

Geo.  D.  Wise. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  27,  1861. 

Required  immediately  by  railroad  express  cars  thirtv  of  9-inch 
breechings,  27  feet  long.  For  rifle  guns  twenty  breechings  of  8-inch 
25  feet  long.  "  ’ 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain  A.  A.  Harwood,  ®ffi-cer- 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance ,  Washington,  D.  Q. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  F oote ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary 

of  the  Navy ,  transmitting  correspondence  with  Major-General 

Halleck ,  U.  S.  Army. 

Cairo,  December  28 , 1861. 

Sir  :  I  send  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence  and  telegrams  with 
Major-General  Halleck,  commanding,  by  which  you  will  readily  per¬ 
ceive  the  great  embarrassments  in  which  we  are  involved  for  want  of 
men,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  of  any  military  commander  fully  appre¬ 
ciating  the  wants  of  men-of-war,  or  even  Western  gunboats. 

The  general,  as  you  will  at  once  perceive,  has  fully  misunderstood 
my  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  which  asks  him  what  I  am  to  do  with  the 
temporary  masters  and  crews  on  board  the  tugs  or  small  propellers 
ordered  to  us  and  intended  for  our  mortar  boats.  He  has  confounded 
these  officers  and  men  (river  men  and  officers)  with  the  regiment  of 
volunteers,  and  answers  that  letter  under  an  erroneous  conception  of 
its  meaning,  and  does  not  touch  the  subject  of  the  letter  at  all.  If  the 
general  had  written  such  a  letter  in  reply  to  my  enclosed  letter  of  the 
26th  instant  (which  he  had  not  received  when  he  wrote  his  letter  of 
the  27th  instant),  I  should  not  have  been  so  much  surprised,  although 
his  ideas,  as  you  will  see,  are  wholly  impracticable,  in  sending  a  regi¬ 
ment  with  its  officers  and  men  to  act  as  marines. 

We  had  all  things  in  comparative  good  condition,  and  only  wanted 
men  to  begin,  if  not  to  complete,  the  commission  of  all  the  gunboats 
this  week  or  early  in  the  next,  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  26th  instant 
to  General  Halleck.  Now  we  are  thrown  back  again  for  want  of  men. 
I  see  no  other  way  possible  for  us  to  organize  effectively  but  to  have 
1,000  men  sent  us  from  the  East  immediately,  unless  I  am  authorized 
to  ship  men  who  are  discharged  from  the  different  regiments  in  the 
Army  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  navy  gunboats.  This  I  had 
authority  to  do  from  General  Fremont.  In  fact,  an  order  was  given 
to  the  Adjutant-General  to  discharge  such  men  from  the  Army  as  I 
should  want  for  the  gunboats. 

I  know  General  Halleck’s  difficulties,  and  find  no  fault  with  him  or 
his  course,  except  that  he  seems  to  question  my  judgment  about  navy 
matters,  of  which,  of  course,  he  can  know  but  little,  and  I,  of  course, 
must  know  vastly  more  than  he  does.  I  present  the  whole  matter  to 
you,  knowing  that  your  resources  will  apply  the  corrective,  as  you 
have,  superadded  to  good  sound  judgment,  great  experience  in  naval 
matters  and  wants. 

The  appointment  and  assignment  of  officers,  the  difficulty  in  obtain¬ 
ing  supplies  of  articles  required  while  about  commissioning  vessels, 
want  of  men,  slow  work  of  carpenters  and  machinists,  and  want  of 
accommodations  on  shore  for  magazines  and  projectiles  for  future 
use  are  serious  difficulties ;  but  if  we  have  the  men  I  hope  to  overcome 
measurably  all  other  difficulties. 

I  have  "numbered  the  accompanying  letters,  commencing  No.  1, 
which  will  enable  you  to  read  them  in  order,  and  it  will  thus  require 
less  time  for  you  to  understand  the  merits  of  the  case.  I  also  send  the 
copies  of  two"  telegrams  I  had  dispatched  to  you  and  Secretary  Welles 
yesterday,  in  case  they  did  not  reach  you. 

We  had  telegraphed  to  Mrs.  Commander  Perry,  as  her  husband  is 
quite  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  to  come  and  see  him.  He  has  been  very 
anxious  to  go  in  the  expedition  and  zealous  in  his  work,  and  would  no 
doubt  have  performed  great  service  had  his  health  continued  good. 


474 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


I  regret  his  loss  to  us,  both  personally  and  officially.  I  consider  it  a 
duty  to  make  this  statement  in  his  behalf  to  the  Navy  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  I).  C. 

P.  S. — I  may  commence  the  work  by  assigning  the  officers  and  60 
men  to  each  boat,  and  afterwards  fill  them  up  as  we  receive  the  men, 
commencing  on  or  about  the  6th  proximo. 

A.  H.  F. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Halleck, 
U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  number  of  volunteers  required  for  the 
gunboats. 


Cairo,  III.,  December  2 6 , 1861. 

General  :  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  send  me  immediately 
1,000  of  the  volunteers  which  are  assigned  to  the  gunboats.  My 
original  estimate  was  1,100,  but  having  since  received  two  drafts  of 
men  from  the  lakes  I  shall  not  want  more,  if  quite  as_  manv,  even, 
as  _  1,000.  Still,  there  will  probably  be  among  the  thousand  men 
quite  a  number  who  will  be  physically  disqualified  for  duties  on  ship¬ 
board. 

I  addressed  you  a  note  on  the  19th  instant  asking  for  500  of  the 
1,100  men.  I,  of  course,  include  these  500  men  in  applvine;  for  the 
1,000  men. 

We  shall  probably  have  all  the  guns  mounted  in  the  gunboats 
to-day  with  the  exception  of  one  boat  still  at  Mound  City,  but  which 
I  have  ordered  here  to-morrow.  The  carpenters  and  engineers  are 
still  at  work,  but  I  hope  to  have  all  or  most  of  the  gunboats  in  com¬ 
mission  during  the  coming  week  if  the  draft  of  men  from  St.  Louis 
comes  in  time.  It  is  important  that  the  vessels  should  be  in  commis¬ 
sion  soon,  as  many  preliminary  arrangements  are  necessarily  to  be 
made,  with  frequent  exercise  of  great  guns,  before  so  many  raw  re¬ 
cruits  will  be  qualified  to  perform  their  part  of  the  work  in  the 
flotilla. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H  Foote, 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck,  Officer. 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  December  28,  1861. 

Commander  Perry  is  quite  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  will  be  unable 
to  perform  duty.  We  want  two  more  lieutenants. 

If  junior  lieutenants  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  can  not 
be  ordered,  we  want  Lieutenants  Bryant  and  Thompson  sent  to  the 
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flotilla.  Our  flotilla  will  be  seriously  a  fleeted,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  telegram  to  General  Halleck,  if  his  orders  are  carried  out, 
who  has  written  to  me  that  officers  of  the  regiment  of  volunteers 
must  come  to  the  flotilla  with  their  soldiers  and  all  to  be  regarded 
as  marines  and  to  be  under  command  of  no  navy  officer  except  the 
commanders  of  the  gunboats.  I  will  inform  the  Department  of 
the  result  of  my  communication  with  General  Halleck.  I  have  thus 
telegraphed  General  Halleck : 

The  volunteer  soldiers  are  wanted  in  the  gunboats  in  place  of  seamen.  The 
complement  of  officers  is  filled.  No  staterooms  nor  other  accommodations  what¬ 
ever  have  been  provided  for  more  officers,  and  we  have  no  use  for  them.  We  want 
men  to  fight  the  guns  and  work  the  boats.  We  never  have  in  men-of-war  more 
than  one-sixth  of  a  crew  as  marines.  The  second  in  command,  or  executive 
officer,  controls  all  officers.  This  was  so  decided  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  my  own  case,  when  first  lieutenant  or  executive  officer  [of]  a  man-of-war, 
while  a  major  of  marines  was  attached  to  the  same  ship.  I  made  no  requi¬ 
sition  for  soldiers  until  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Navy  Department. 

I  supposed  that  the  volunteer  soldiers  would  be  discharged  from  the  Army 
and  shipped  by  me  for  the  gunboats,  and  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with 
its  crew.  Please  not  send  the  volunteers  until  you  hear  from  me  further.  I 
will  write  or  send  an  officer  to  see  you. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  December  28, 1861. 

My  letter  of  the  25th  instant  for  pay  and  rations  refers  solely  to 
river  officers  and  men  in  the  propeller  tugboats,  and  not  to  the  volun¬ 
teer  soldiers. 

The  volunteer  soldiers  are  wanted  in  the  gunboats  in  place  of  sea¬ 
men.  The  complement  of  officers  is  filled.  No  staterooms  nor  other 
accommodations  whatever  have  been  provided  for  more  officers,  and 
we  have  no  use  for  them.  We  want  men  to  fight  the  guns  and  work 
the  boats.  We  never  have  in  men-of-war  more  than  one-sixth  of  a 
crew  as  marines.  The  second  in  command,  or  executive  officer,  con¬ 
trols  all  officers.  This  was  so  decided  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
my  own  -case,  when  first  lieutenant  or  executive  of  a  man-of-war, 
while  a  major  of  marines  was  attached  to  the  same  ship.  I  made  no 
requisition  for  soldiers  until  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment. 

I  supposed  that  the  volunteer  soldiers  would  be  discharged  from 
the  Army  and  shipped  by  me  for  the  gunboats,  and  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  crew.  Please  not  send  the  volunteers  until  you 
hear  from  me  further.  I  will  write  or  send  an  officer  to  see  you. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  December  28,  1861. 
(Forwarded  from  Chicago,  December  30.) 
Telegram  received.  Will  see  General  McClellan  at  once  and  ar¬ 
range  matters.  Lieutenants  Prichett  and  William  Gwin  ordered. 
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Will  you  have  any  more?  I  wish  you  could  be  transferred  to  the 
Navy.  All  are  willing. 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 


Report  of  Commander  T Vcdke,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Tyler ,  requesting  that  the  firing  from  Camp  Holt  be  restricted  to 
avoid  injury  to  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Camp  Holt,  December  29,  1861. 

Sir:  We  have  been  for  several  weeks,  at  times,  annoyed  by  the 
soldiers  at  Camp  Holt  firing  off  their  muskets  in  the  direction  of  our 
vessel,  on  some  occasions  coming  in  such  close  proximity  that  the 
whiz  of  the  ball  as  it  passed  could  be  distinctly  heard.  This  morning 
it  was  repeated ;  this  time  one  of  their  Minie  balls  striking  one  of  our 
guns  and  glancing  in  the  porthole,  and  another  striking  the  upper 
deck. 

The  safety  of  ourselves  and  crew  would  seem  to  demand  some  im¬ 
perative  order  from  the  colonel  commanding.  We  have  changed  po¬ 
sitions  three  times  to  avoid  their  firing,  and  unless  they  stop  it  we  are 
in  imminent  danger  of  our  lives,  and  I  consequently  consider  this  an 
unsafe  anchorage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S. 

Tyler,  again  calling  attention  to  the  random  firing  from  Camp 

Holt. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Camp  Holt,  December  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  compelled  again  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  random 
firing  of  the  soldiers  from  Camp  Holt,  which  was  followed  up  this 
morning  as  usual. 

The  officer  of  the  deck  reported  to  me  that  three  balls  passed  over 
the  deck  near  where  he  Avas  standing,  and  one  ball  struck  the  water 
near  to  a  seaman  who  was  outside  washing  his  hammock. 

I  sent  my  compliments  to  the  colonel,  requesting  that  it  be  stopped ; 
the  reply  Avas,  “  Very  good,  sir.” 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters,  Cairo ,  III. 
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[Telegram.] 

Washington,  December  [50],  1861. 

A  telegraph  yesterday  about  men.  Do  you  wish,  say,  four  of  the 
volunteer  masters  who  have  been  under  drill?  Would  you  advise 
transferring  the  flotilla  and  your  whole  command  to  the  Navy  De¬ 
partment  ? 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Ass'istant  Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Assistant  Sectary 

of  the  Navy  stating  his  reasons  for  advising  no  change  of  present 

organization  of  his  command. 

Cairo,  December  80,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  transfer  of  the  flotilla  to  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  as  intimated  in  your  telegram  of  to-day,  I  now  respectfully 
submit  my  views  arising  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  our 
organization. 

Previous  to  leaving  Washington  I  had  an  interview  with  Quarter¬ 
master-General  Meigs,  who  gave  me  written  authority  to  appoint 
such  assistants  as  I  deemed  necessary  to  carry  out  effectively  the 
objects  of  the  flotilla,  and  he  informed  me  that  masters  of  Western 
steamboats  often  received  $200  per  month,  and  that  I  could  not  be 
governed  in  all  cases  by  salaries  or  pay  given  at  the  East.  In  the 
case  of  masters  and  pilots,  I  have  been  obliged,  in  order  to  secure  the 
services  of  efficient  men,  to  pay  first  masters  $150  per  month,  second 
masters  $125,  third  masters  $100,  and  fourth  masters  $80  per  month, 
while  pilots  are  paid  $175  per  month. 

These  prices  are  much  less  than  the  incumbents  receive  in  ordinary 
times,  while  they  have  before  been  provided  with  table  furniture  and 
stores,  bedding,  etc.,  which  I  have  not  allowed  them.  The  captain’s 
clerks,  who  are  also  acting  paymasters,  assistant  surgeons  and  engi¬ 
neers,  and  master’s  mates,  are  paid  at  no  higher  than  navy  rates, 
excepting  the  chief  paymaster,  Mr.  Henriques,  who  has  been  for 
many  years  in  the  Navy,  and  I  absolutely  required  his  services  to 
teach  and  supervise  the  other  paymasters,  and  who  I  have  paid  and 
promised  to  pay  the  amount  paid  to  an  acting  paymaster  and  commo¬ 
dore’s  secretary,  as  he  does  the  duty  of  both  the  grades — I  have  no 
other  secretary — viz,  $2,200.  So  complicated  is  the  financial  busi¬ 
ness  of  this  flotilla,  that  Mr.  Henriques’  services  are  indispensable 
to  me,  as  I  have  stated  to  General  Meigs,  and  am  paying  him 
accordingly. 

We  are  greatly  dependent  upon  the  army  for  wagons  to  transport 
our  ammunition,  for  storage,  and  for  many  other  things.  We  also 
receive  our  funds  through  Acting  Quartermaster  Wise,  who,  if  this 
transfer  is  made,  I  hope  will  obtain  the  position  of  storekeeper,  or 
some  other  position,  with  a  salary  equally  as  good  as  that  he  now 

rCC61V6S. 

With  the  pressure  of  work  upon  me,  I  hope  that  no  change  will  be 
made  disturbing  or  changing  materially  our  present  organization, 
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as  I  greatly  fear  that  such  change  would  seriously  impair  our  effi¬ 
ciency  for  good  service. 

I  ought  further  to  add  that  Commander  Rodgers  had  paid  all  his 
men  $18  per  month,  as  he  informed  me  none  could  be  had  at  a  less 
price,  as  river  men  receive  $30  per  month  usually,  and  I  therefore 
have  been  compelled  to  continue  this  rate  of  pay  to  the  men,  and  rate 
all  over  20  years  of  age  as  seamen,  at  $18  per  month. 

With  these  considerations,  I  submit  the  matter  of  transfer  to  be 
disposed  of  as  the  Department  may  decide.  I  should  apprehend 
serious  difficulty  if  pay  is  to  be  reduced,  or  a  change  made  in  my  own 
secretary  and  acting  paymaster. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag -Officer. 

C-.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  0. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  December  30 , 1861. 

I  want  two  lieutenants  in  addition  to  Lieutenants  [Gwin]  and 
[Prichett].  If  you  can  send  them,  I  will  write  in  full  about  transfer 
to  the  Navy  Department.  Our  financial  system  and  appointments 
and  pay  of  officers  and  the  army  facilities  for  ordnance  and  storage 
have  closely  interwoven  the  army  and  navy  business  here,  and  unless 
they  can  be  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  Navy  Department,  with 
the  proposed  transfer  to  the  Navy,  it  will  greatly  damage,  if  not 
impair,  the  efficiency  of  the  flotilla.  Commanders  Perry  and  Wins¬ 
low  will  not  be  able  to  take  command  of  their  gunboats. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

G.  V.  Fox. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  December  31 , 1861. 
Enlisted  men  can  not  be  detailed  without  their  officers. 

General  Halleck  will  discharge  any  soldier  who  will  sh^ip  for  gun¬ 
boat  service.  Will  explain  further  difficulties  in  the  way  when  I 
see  you. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

V .  8>.  Navy. 

A.  H.  Foote. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of 

Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Conestoga , 

regarding  protection  of  Union  property  on  the  Ohio ,  Cumberland , 
Tennessee  Rivers. 

Cairo,  III.,  January  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Phelps,  of  the  gunboat  Conestoga. 

I  propose  sending  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day,  the  gunboat  Lexing¬ 
ton ,  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Shirk,  to  join  Lieutenant  Phelps  in 
the  Conestoga ,  both  vessels  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Phelps,  the  senior  officer.  In  guarding  and  protecting 
the  Union  people  on  the  borders  of  the  Ohio,  Cumberland,  and  Ten¬ 
nessee  rivers,  Lieutenant  Phelps  is  rendering  valuable  service. 

A  copy  of  the  enclosed  letter  I  have  forwarded  to  General  Halleck 
and  to  General  Grant,  while  the  latter  has  sent  a  copy  to  General 
Buell  in  Kentucky. 

I  am  using  all  possible  dispatch  in  getting  all  the  gunboats  ready 
for  service.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  them  in  different  places 
in  the  Western  rivers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


[Endorsement.] 

Received  February  25,  1862.  Notify  Flag-Officer  Foote  of  the 
great  delay  in  his  dispatches. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Paducah ,  December  30 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  returned  last  evening 
from  a  cruise  up  the  Ohio  River,  to  as  far  as  Cannelton,  Ind.,  stop¬ 
ping  at  various  points,  both  going  up  and  returning. 

There  is  entirely  too  much  smuggling  done  between  this  point  and 
Evansville,  and  as  usual  chiefly  by  Jews.  Steamers  still  stop  at  all 
points  along  the  Kentucky  shore,  and  the  mail  is  delivered  there 
also.  I  think  both  these  practices  should  be  discontinued.  Steamers 
should  only  be  permitted  to  land  at  fixed  points  along  the  north  bank 
of  the  Ohio,  where  the  Government  has  agents  or  a  military  force. 
Permitting  the  mails  to  be  delivered  in  the  towns  on  the  Kentucky 
shore,  between  Smithland  and  Paducah,  is  affording  a  constant  means 
of  communication  and  information  to  the  rebel  force  at  Bowling 
Green. 

The  rebels  threaten  to  burn  the  steamers  along  the  Ohio  if  the  mails 
are  stopped.  The  advantage  to  them  of  these  steamers  is  so  great 
that  they  do  not  make  prizes  of  them,  as  could  be  done  at  any  time. 
Care  on  the  part  of  steamboat  captains,  and  visits  along  the  river  of 
gunboats  from  time  to  time,  would  prevent  the  rebels  from  executing 
their  threats  of  burning.  Goods  are  brought  down  by  wagons  from 
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the  central  railroads  of  both  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  carried  across 
the  Ohio  thence  to  rebel  camps. 

General  Grant  has  a  force  of  one  cavalry  regiment  and  one  of 
infantry  stationed  at  ShaAvneetown,  Avhich  could  do  much,  not  only 
to  stop  smuggling,  but  also  to  put  an  end  to  the  collection  and  driving 
off  by  the  rebels  of  hogs  and  other  stock  from  that  part  of  Kentucky 
opposite — one  of  the  greatest  hog-producing  counties  in  the  State. 
If  acti\Te,  the  ShaAvneetown  force  could  break  up  all  the  rebel 
marauding  parties  thence  to  the  Cumberland. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Union  people  along  the  Kentucky  side  of 
the  Ohio  that  they  are  protected  from  violence  at  the  hands  of  their 
secession  neighbors,  and  of  marauding  troops,  only  through  fear  of 
the  gunboats.  1  was  informed  that  the  population  of  Caseyville  was 
disposed  to  be  violent  toward  the  few  Union  men  there,  and  I  warned 
the  authorities  of  the  consequence  of  any  actual  violence  or  molesta¬ 
tion  the  loyal  people  should  suffer  at  the  hands  of  any  rebels,  whether 
citizens  of  the  place  or  not. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Rivers ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  TJ .  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga,  to  continue  his  operations 

in  the  Ohio,  Cumberland ,  and  Tennessee  rivers. 

Cairo,  January  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Shirk,  with  the  Lexington,  to 
report  to  you.  With  this  additional  vessel,  you  will  be  able  to  guard 
the  extensive  interests  intrusted  to  you  along  the  margin  of  the  "Ohio, 
Tennessee,  and  Cumberland  rivers. 

I  have  forwarded  copies  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  instant  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  Generals  Halleck,  Grant,  and  Buell. 
I  Avish  you  to  continue,  as  you  have  done,  to  consult  with  General 
Smith,  commanding  at  Paducah,  before  you  proceed  to  any  new  point. 
Also  to  keep  me  informed  of  all  changes  occurring  in  the  vicinity 
of  your  cruising  ground.  Should  you  have  reason  to  suppose  that 
any  demonstration  might  be  made  against  forts  or  gunboats  of  the 
rebels,  you  will  immediately  inform  me,  that  I  may  join  you,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  Avith  an  additional  boat.  I  hope  soon  to  visit  your  command. 

Having  great  confidence  in  your  discretion  and  valor, 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Conestoga. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Shirk ,  U.  S. 
i  avy,  to  assume  command/  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lexington. 

Cairo,  January  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  repair  on  board  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Lexington  and 
assume  the  command  of  that  vessel. 

When  coaled  and  provisioned,  and  in  all  respects  ready  for  service, 
you  will  to-morrow  proceed  up  the  Ohio  River  to  the  city  of  Paducah 
and  there  report  yourself  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  of  the 
Conestoga.  Should  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  be  absent  from 
Paducah,  you  will  call  on  General  Smith,  commanding  that  division 
r>  i  G  army?  an<l  should  he  consider  your  presence  important  in 
Paducah,  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  or  Cumberland  rivers,  you 
will  take  the  station  he  may  indicate  until  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Phelps,  who,  being  your  senior  officer,  will  give  you 
further  instructions  as  circumstances  may  require. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  IT.  Foote, 

.  Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  Shirk, 

Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Stembel, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cincinnati. 

Cairo,  January  1 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  L  ou  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boat  Lexington ,  and  you  will  assume  command  of  the  new  gunboat 
Cincinnati. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,* 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag -Officer. 

Commander  R.  N.  Stembel, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  list  of  officers 

assigned  to  the  new  gunboats. 

i  Cairo,  III.,  January  2 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  list  of  officers  assigned  to  the 
twelve  different  gunboats.  There  are  a  few  vacancies,  which  will 
shortly  be  filled. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  60  men  on  board  of  each  gunboat  within 
the  week.  We  are  waiting  for  the  thousand  men  to  fill  up  our  com¬ 
plement  of  men.  The  St.  Louis ,  Essex ,  Tyler ,  Lexington ,  and  Con¬ 
estoga  are  already  in  commission,  and  to-day  the  Lexington  has  gone 
to  Paducah,  Ky.,  and,  with  the  Conestoga  there,  will  look  out  for  our 
interests  in  the  Ohio,  Tennessee,  and  Cumberland  rivers. 
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The  carpenters  and  engineers  are  behindhand  in  their  work ;  still, 
I  hope,  by  the  20th  instant,  if  we  receive  our  men  in  time,  that  we 
shall  be  commissioned  and  ready  for  service. 

Commanders  Perry  and  Winslow  will  probably  not  be  able  to  per¬ 
form  duty  in  the  flotilla. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

.  Flag -Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January,  2, 1862. 

Secretary  authorizes  expenditures  of  $2,000  in  improving  Benton’s 
speed;  but  will  you  improve  it  materially?  Can  you  spare  her  for 
three  weeks?  Act  on  your  own  discretion.  She  never  can  be  made 
fast,  in  my  opinion. 

M.  C.  Meigs, 
Quartermaster-  General. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
F oote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the  service  of  a  gunboat  for  convoy 
duty. 

Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  January  2, 1862. 

Commodore  :  Will  you  please  direct  a  gunboat  to  drop  down  the 
river  this  morning  as  far  as  the  head  of  the  First  Island  [No.  1?] 
to  protect  a  steamer  I  am  sending  down  to  bring  up  produce  for  some 
loyal  citizens  of  Kentucky? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Foote, 

C ommanding  Cairo  Flotilla. 

[Endorsement.] 

Commander  Walke  will  proceed  in  execution  of  this  request.  1 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  ZJ .  S.  S. 
T yler,  regarding  duty  performed  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Off  Camp  Holt ,  January  2, 1862. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  order  of  this  morning,  I  proceeded  down 
the  river  as  far  as  the  head  of  the  First  Island  [No.  1?],  to  protect 
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the  steamer  Rob  Roy  while  taking  on  board  produce,  etc.  After  her 
departure  I  returned  to  my  anchorage  at  Camp  Holt. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient;  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  U.  S.  Army ,  forwarding  list  of  officers  assigned  to  the 
gunboats. 

Cairo,  III.,  January  2, 1862. 

General:  I  forward  herewith  a  list  of  officers  selected  for  the 
twelve  gunboats. 

It  seems  necessary  to  make  this  assignment  of  officers  even  before 
the  work  on  boats  is  completed.  The  carpenters  and  engineers,  I 
trust,  will  finish  their  work  next  week.  We  are  in  want  of  1,000 
men  to  complete  the  crews  of  the  respective  vessels.  If  these  men 
are  soon  furnished,  we  can  have  the  gunboats  in  condition  for  service 
by  the  20th  instant.  — 

As  you  are  aware,  the  Tyler ,  Lexington ,  Conestoga ,  Essex ,  and  St. 
Louis  are  already  in  commission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Quartermaster-General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Quartermaster  Meigs , 
U.  S.  Army,  announcing  the  arrival  at  St.  Louis  of  tugs  and  mortar 
boats. 

Cairo,  J anuary  4, 1862. 

General:  The  mortar  and  tug  boats  have  all  arrived  at  St.  Louis 
and  been  assigned  to  me  by  Quartermaster  Allen.  The  tugboats  are 
officered  and  manned,  but  in  some  instances  not  properly  officered. 
It  is  understood  that  I  am  to  have  charge  of  these  boats.  The  ques¬ 
tion  of  pay  and  rations  requires  to  be  settled.  Will  you,  therefore, 
please  inform  me  if  I  am  to  pay  them?  If  so,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  better  course  will  be  for  the  acting  paymaster  of  my  own  vessel, 
the  Benton ,  to  enter  them  upon  the  books  of  that  gunboat,  and  we 
pay  and  ration  them  as  we  do  the  crew  of  the  Benton. 

As  the  mortar  boats  (38  in  number)  have  also  arrived,  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  that  a  mortar  superintendent  should  have  charge  of  them,  under 
my  direction.  I  have  appointed  Captain  Constable  for  this  purpose, 
a  gentleman  who  held  a  commission  as  major  in  the  British  East 
India  Company  service,  and  is  familiar  with  the  use  of  mortars,  and 
comes  to  us  highly  recommended.  I  will  pay  this  officer,  whose  serv¬ 
ices  will  be  highly  valuable  if  the  mortar  boats  are  fitted  out,  at  the 
rate  of  $2,000  per  annum. 
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I  respectfully  request  instructions  in  relation  to  these  tugs  and 
mortar  boats,  especially  the  former,  as  the  officers  and  men  are  almost 
clamorous  for  their  pay  and  subsistence. 

I  find  a  great  pressure  bearing  upon  me  for  exorbitant  prices  fox- 
freight,  and  from  steamers.  I  have  in  one  instance,  in  freight,  cut 
a  bill  clown  $2,000,  and  another  bill  of  $300,  I  paid  but  $100,  and 
in  both  cases  informed  the  parties  that  I  should  send  the  bills  to  the 
court  of  claims  at  St.  Louis,  unless  the  deductions  were  made,  which 
was  done,  the  pai-ties  regarding  that  court  something  like  the  court 
of  chancery.  I  believe  that  in  all  cases  the  flotilla,  in  finances,  has 
been  comparatively  well  managed. 

A  careful  person  should  have  charge  of  the  mortar  boats  in  this 
river  during  the  winter  seasons,  and  I  have  therefore  appointed  Cap¬ 
tain  Constable  for  the  purpose.  Also  with  the  view  of  securing  his 
valuable  sex-vices  in  case  the  mortar  boats  are  to  be  equipped. 

The  tugboats  were  not  in  good  condition  when  they  were  delivered 
in  St.  Louis,  and,  as  you  will  see  by  the  report  of  the  board  of  offi¬ 
cers,  the  moi-tar  boats  ax-e  far  from  being  in  good  condition  as  [to] 
their  magazines;  many  of  them  leak  badly  and  are  otherwise  defect¬ 
ive  ;  still,  they  may  be  made  to  answer  the  object  of  their  construction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Quartermaster-General  M.  C.  Meigs. 


Extract  from  a  letter  from  Theodore  Adams  to  Flag-Officer  Foote , 
U .  S.  Navy ,  dated  St.  Louis ,  Mo .,  January  3.  1862. 

I  am  informed  by  Captain  Wise  and  Captain  Turnley  that  two 
of  the  last  four  tugs,  since  their  arrival  at  Cairo,  are  disabled  and 
in  a  leaking  condition. 

The  tugs,  when  received  here  by  Major  Allen,  were  in  a  complete 
and  finished  condition,  and  since  then  have  been  under  his  control 
and  in  charge  of  officei-s  under  his  appointment  axxd  pay.  They, 
with  the  mortar  boats,  are  no  longer  under  any  control  of  mine,  and 
I  can  not,  therefore,  do  anything  toward  their  repair  without  orders 
from  Major  Allen  or  yourself.  I  will  cheerfully  do  anything  either 
of  you  may  require  at  any  time,  but  I  can  not  be  responsible  for  any 
mishap  to  any  of  the  craft  I  have  built  after  they  have  been  taken 
from  my  control. 

The  boats  referred  to  have  been  ordei-ed  to  Cairo  by  direct  orders 
from  General  Meigs,  and  were  received  here  by  Major  Allen  and 
taken  under  his  control  when  they  left  this  city. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Shirk ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S.  Lexington ,  to  report  for  duty  at 
Cairo ,  III. 

Cairo,  January  5,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  immediately  with  the  Lexington  under 
your  command  to  this  place  and  report  yourself  to  me. 

If  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  has  returned  to  Paducah,  you 
will  show  him  this  order;  otlierwise  report  to  General  Smith,  com- 
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manding,  that  you  are  ordered  to  Cairo.  Inform  no  persons  of 
your  orders  or  movements  except  the  above-named  officers. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

v  A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Jas.  W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U .  S.  Gunboat  Lexington ,  Paducah ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  January  7,  1862. 

Twenty-four  carpenters  leave  on  first  train.  Have  been  pushing 
iron  men  and  machinists  all  in  my  power  and  to  some  advantage. 

Jas.  B.  Eads. 

A.  H.  Foote. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U .  S.  S. 

Conestoga ,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  in  the  Tennessee  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Paducah ,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  ascended  the  Tennessee  River  to  the  State  line, 
returning  in  the  night.  The  water  was  barely  sufficient  to  float  this 
boat,  drawing  5  feet  4  inches,  and  in  coming  down  we  dragged 
heavily  in  places.  The  Cumberland  is  also  too  low  above  Eddyville. 

The  rebels  are  industriously  perfecting  their  means  of  defense  both 
at  Dover  and  Fort  Henry.  At  Fort  Donelson  (near  Dover)  they 
have  placed  obstructions  in  the  river,  l\  miles  below  their  battery, 
on  the  left  bank  and  in  the  bend  where  the  battery  comes  in  sight. 
These  obstructions  consist  of  trees  chained  together  and  sunk  across 
the  river  with  the  butts  upstream,  the  heads  floating  near  the  surface, 
and  are  pointed.  Placed  as  they  are  reported  to  be,  any  attempt 
to  remove  them  must  be  made  under  a  severe  fire  and  where  there  is 
very  little  room  for  covering  boats.  The  bend  is  a  very  sharp  one 
and  the  river  not  more  than  150  yards  wide.  The  battery  upon  the 
right  bank  is  upon  a  hill  one-lialf  mile  back  from  the  river  and  con¬ 
siderably  below  the  fort  upon  the  left  bank.  It  can  be  seen,  I  am 
told,  but  1  mile.  Four  weeks  since  they  had  four  32s  mounted  on 
the  hill,  and  had  a  large  force  of  negroes  at  work.  The  fire  of  gun¬ 
boats  here  would  be  at  a  bad  angle.  On  these  narrow  streams,  with 
their  usually  contracted  channels,  it  would  appear  to  me  very  neces¬ 
sary  to  have  the  assistance  of  mortars  in  reducing  earthworks  as 
strong  and  complete  as  those  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  have 
been  made.  The  forts  are  placed,  especially  on  the  Cumberland, 
where  no  very  great  range  can  be  had,  and  they  can  only  be  attacked 
in  one  narrow  and  fixed  line.  Shot  can  dismount  their  guns  (all 
en  barbette) ,  nothing  more.  Our  shell  must  burst  at  the  moment, 
or  they  pass  harmless,  while  there  is  little  room  to  regulate  distance 
nicely.  There  is  no  advantage  to  be  gained  by  moving  in  circles  or 
otherwise.  Some  of  the  disadvantages  of  narrow  streams  would  be 
partially  removed  by  a  high  stage  of  water. 
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Fort  Henry  I  have  examined,  and  the  work  is  formidable.  Fort 
Donelson  can  only  be  seen  from  an  easy  range  of  its  guns.  There 
are  a  thousand  rumors,  but  I  conclude  that  the  batteries  upon  both 
sides,  their  situation,  the  character  and  location  of  the  obstructions 
may  be  considered  as  known.  It  is  now  too  late  to  move  against 
the  works  on  either  river,  except  with  a  well-appointed  and  powerful 
naval  force.  Capturing  Fort  Donelson  and  passing  up  to  Clarks¬ 
ville  would  alarm  the  army  at  Bowling  Green,  and  the  capture  of  the 
fortifications  there  (Clarksville),  so  as  to  leave  the  way  open  to 
Nashville,  would  complete  the  demoralization  of  the  rebel  army  and 
cut  off  its  railroad  communication.  But  at  this  time  there  is  no 
water  in  the  river. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  received  your  order  yesterday 
morning.  I  hope  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  again  send  the  Lexing¬ 
ton  here.  General  Smith  does  not  deem  it  prudent  to  leave  this  place 
without  a  gunboat,  on  account  of  the  threatened  attack  by  the  rebels, 
via  the  Tennessee,  with  gunboats  and  land  force.  I  do  not  think 
their  boats  are  ready. 

It  would  be  well,  besides  watching  the  Cumberland,  to  make  trips 
along  the  Ohio,  with  time  to  loiter  at  such  places  as  Carrsville, 
Caseyville,  Uniontown,  and  other  points,  to  break  up  rebel  routes 
of  communication,  and,  if  the  Lexington  can  be  spared,  this  place 
need  not  be  left  without  a  boat. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

TJeutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C ommanding  N aval  Forces ,  W estern  W aters ,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Gunboat  Essex,  below  Cairo ,  III.,  January  7, 1862. 

To-day  I  have  been  down  the  Mississippi  River  within  range  of 
the  batteries  at  Columbus  with  gunboat  Essex ,  Captain  Pointer,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Tyler  and  Lexington ,  Captains  Walke  and  Shirk. 
Colonel  Webster,  in  the  Engineer  Corps,  accompanied  us  in  the  recon- 
noiter.  One  of  the  submarine  batteries,  or  obstacles,  reported,  was 
found  in  the  river. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag -Officer. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  reconnaissance 
in  the  Mississippi  River  to  Columbus ,  Ky. 

Cairo,  III.,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  telegraphed  the  Department  already  that  to-day  I 
have  made  a  reconnoissance  down  the  river  within  the  range  of  the 
batteries  of  Columbus,  taking  with  me  the  Essex ,  Captain  Porter,  the 
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Lexington ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  and  the  Tyler ,  Captain 
Walke.  Colonel  Webster,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  also  accompanied 
us,  while  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  on  the  Missouri  side,  proceeded  at 
the  same  time  toward  Belmont. 

I  ran  down  within  range  of  the  rebel  batteries,  but  the  enemy  did 
not  open  fire.  My  object  was  fully  attained  in  seeing  the  river  down 
to  the  point  we  clear [ed]  of  submarine  batteries  and  other  obstacles. 
I  did  not  consider  it  policy  to  open  fire  on  the  batteries,  as  we  had 
not  the  force  to  attempt  to  carry  them,  which  would  have  induced 
the  rebels  to  claim  a  victory  if  we  had  retired  after  first  opening 
upon  them.  One  of  their  gunboats,  which  we  had  driven  down  the 
river,  followed  us  up  on  our  return.  I  fired  at  her  and  then  gave 
chase,  compelling  her  to  return  to  Columbus,  after  an  exchange  of 
two  or  three  shots,  one  of  which  was  fired  from  the  Columbus  bat¬ 
teries  when  we  were  some  1,200  or  1,500  yards  farther  off  than  we 
were  when  first  running  down  to  examine  the  river. 

The  object  of  the  reconnoissance  was  satisfactorily  accomplished  in 
all  respects,  showing  that  the  rumors  of  obstacles  being  in  the  river, 
and  dangerous  torpedoes,  are  unfounded,  at  least  until  within  range 
of  the  rebel  batteries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga. 

Cairo,  January  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  send  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  with  the  gunboat 
Lexington ,  to  report  to  you,  and  who  will  act  under  your  directions 
for  the  present. 

I  am  unable  to  answer  your  communication  received  to-day,  in 
consequence  of  a  severe  headache.  I  wish  you  to  keep  me  informed, 
as  you  have  done,  of  all  information  you  have  about  the  enemy;  also 
your  own  views  are  always  acceptable. 

General  Smith  has  orders  in  relation  to  the  gunboats,  and  you 
will  please  call  on  him  for  them.  If  they  have  not  yet  reached  him, 
they  will  soon.  Your  vessel  and  the  Lexington  will  remain  ready 
for  service  at  a  moment’s  warning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Piielps, 

Conestoga. 

Obey  the  orders  from  General  Smith  so  far  as  water  and  other 
things,  in  your  judgment,  will  admit. 


A.  H.  F. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Quartermaster  Allen , 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  need  of  a  tugboat. 

Cairo,  January  8,  1862. 

Major:  The  Benton  is  certainly  a  very  slow  boat,  from  want  of 
steam  power.  I  am  told  that  Captain  [Theodore]  Adams  is  build¬ 
ing  a  very  good  tug  at  a  comparatively  low  price.  I  should  like 
her  specially  for  the  Benton ,  as  we  have  now  hardly  tugs  enough 
if  we  fit  out  the  mortar  boats.  Can  you  not  arrange  it  so  as  to  let 
r.3  have  the  tugboat  in  question? 

We  would  like  the  tugs  plated  about  the  machinery  and  pilot 
houses.  Captain  Adams  says  he  has  iron  enough  to  do  this,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major  Robert  Allen, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Conestoga,  regarding  proposed  expedi¬ 
tion. 

Cairo,  January  9, 1862. 

Sir:  You  will  be  cautious  in  exposing  your  vessels  where  it  can 
well  be  avoided  on  the  service  upon  which  you  are  sent,  as  a  larger 
force  will  be  sent  up  the  Tennessee  River  when  the  object  is  to  attack 
the  batteries  and  remove  the  obstructions  in  the  river.  I  would  now 
join  you  with  two  heavier  gunboats  did  I  not  expect  to  be  called  in 
a  different  direction. 

Demonstrations  are  sometimes  made  in  war  when  the  object  is  to 
avoid,  if  it  can  well  be  done,  a  conflict.  General  Smith  will  probably 
make  some  further  explanation. 

You  will  not  communicate  to  a  single  person,  except  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Shirk,  of  the  Lexington ,  the  place  nor  the  object  of 
your  expedition. 

As  I  informed  you  yesterday,  you  will  receive  more  definite  instruc¬ 
tions  through  General  Smith,  commanding  at  Paducah. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  Ledyard  Phelps, 

Commanding  Conestoga,  Paducah. 

Tell  your  paymasters  of  the  Conestoga  and  of  the  Lexington  to 
make  out  their  requisitions  for  money  with  duplicate  pay  rolls  for 
all  officers  and  men,  and  send  paymasters  down  for  money  and  we  will 
pay  them  off  to  January  1,  1862. 


A.  H.  Foote. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  F oote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  proposed  cooper¬ 
ative  movement  in  the  Tennessee  River. 

Cairo,  January  9 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  General  Grant,  commanding  this  post, 
confidential  communications  in  relation  to  an  expedition  of  troops 
planned  by  General  Halleck. 

On  consultation  with  General  Grant,  I  have  ordered  two  gunboats 
up  the  Tennessee  River,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps, 
a  judicious  officer.  Also  two  gunboats  will  leave  this  place  to-day 
for  the  protection  of  the  transports,  which  take  troops  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  down  the  river.  I  shall  reserve  one  gunboat  to  go  down  the 
river  with  myself  to-morrow  or  next  day,  in  time  to  join  the  two  other 
boats  when  they  move  farther  down. 

Our  force  being  thus  divided,  the  Department  will  infer  that  it 
will  be  rather  of  a  demonstrative  character  than  otherwise.  I  shall 
in  person,  however,  accompany  and  take  charge  of  the  gunboats  which 
go  down  the  Mississippi,  remaining  here  on  account  of  the  pressure 
of  work  till  the  latest  moment. 

I  purpose  commissioning  the  gunboats  Cincinnati  and  Carondelet 
to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  having  the  remainder  in  commission  dur¬ 
ing  the  ensuing  week.  We  have  but  one-third  of  a  crew  (60  men) 
for  each  gunboat,  while  the  carpenters  and  machinists  are  still  at 
work,  but  they  have  nearly  completed  their  duties. 

I  can  obtain  no  authority  to  prepare  the  mortar  boats.  In  fact,  the 
report  of  the  officers  ordered  by  General  Halleck  upon  these  boats 
has  but  just  been  forwarded.  I  had  made  arrangements,  on  the 
arrival  of  General  Halleck,  to  have  had  the  mortar  beds  made  in 
fourteen  days  at  St.  Louis  and  to  have  the  mortars  sent  to  this  place 
from  Pittsburg,  but  he  declined  to  give  authority.  I  could  do  nothing 
then,  as  General  Meigs  informed  me  that  General  Halleck  had  instruc¬ 
tions  what  course  to  take  relative  to  these  mortar  boats.  General 
Plalleck  said  that  he  had  no  instructions,  and  soon  afterwards  ordered 
the  officer  I  had  obtained  to  attend  to  the  mortars  to  a  company  at 
or  near  Tipton,  Mo.  I  intend  writing  General  Meigs  to-day  on  the 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  9 ,  1862. 

Full  directions  have  been  given  for  the  movement  of  troops  on  the 
expedition  just  fitting  out.  It  will  commence  this  evening  by  the  ad¬ 
vance,  under  General  McClernand,  taking  position  at  Fort  Jefferson. 
Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  direct  such  of  the  gunboats  as  you  may 
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think  it  expedient  to  send  to  accompany  the  transports  and  occupy  a 
position  for  their  protection? 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier -  General ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Cairo  Flotilla. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U .  iS.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Porter ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex ,  £<?  proceed  to  Fort  Jefferson 

on  convoy  duty. 

Cairo,  January  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  When  the  transports  leave  to-morrow  you  will  proceed  with 
them,  directing  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding  to  follow  your 
motions  and  convoy  the  troops  down  to  Fort  Jefferson,  and  there 
remain,  protecting  the  troops  as  you  may  deem  best  with  your  own 
gunboats  and  the  St.  Louis. 

The  troops  may  remain  at  Fort  Jefferson  a  day  or  two.  By  the 
time,  or  soon  after,  they  all  have  left,  I  will  join  you  with  the’ gun¬ 
boat  Tyler.  I  want  you,  therefore,  to  remain  at  Fort  Jefferson  until 
I  j°in  you  in  one  or  two  days  from  your  arrival  at  that  point. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  F  OOTE, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  W.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Essex. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Porter ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex ,  regarding  the  removal  of  ob¬ 
structions  in  the  river. 


Cairo,  January  10,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  orders  yesterday  I  omitted  to  state  that  you  would 
confer  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Jefferson. 

.  As  y°u  suggested  yesterday  about  removing  obstructions  in  the 
river,  it  might  be  well  for  you  to  prepare  one  or  two  trees  for  that 
puipose.  I  shall  join  you  at  Fort  Jefferson  on  Saturday  or  Sundav 
with  the  Tyler.  The  troops  may  leave  there  before  that  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commander  W.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Essex. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Convoy  the  transports  when  they  go  down  about  12. 


A.  H.  F. 
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Additional  instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Com¬ 
mander  Porter ,  XJ .  S.  Navy ,  regarding  convoy  duty. 

Cairo,  January  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  General  Grant  may  send  one  or  two  steamers  with  troops  to¬ 
morrow  farther  down  the  river  than  Fort  Jefferson,  so  he  has  just 
informed  me.  In  that  case  you  will  have  one  of  the  gunboats  to  pre¬ 
cede  the  transports  as  they  go  down,  say,  to  the  vicinity  of  Island 
No.  2. 

I  will  be  down  on  Sunday  in  the  Tyler.  In  the  meantime,  keep  the 
boats  near  [Island]  No.  2,  if  the  troops  at  Fort  Jefferson  shall  have 
left,  and  there,  near  [Island]  No.  2,  await  my  arrival. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  W.  D.  Porter, 

Gunboat  Essex. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Washington,  January  10, 1862. 

The  President  desires  immediately  a  full  report  of  the  number  of 
your  gunboats,  armament,  crew,  etc.,  and  full  particulars  relative  to 
the  mortar  boats,  number  in  commission,  number  of  mortars  mounted, 
number  of  mortars  ready  to  mount,  etc.,  the  time  of  completion  of  all 
boats,  etc.  Acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

A.  H.  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  11,  1862. 

Tell  Captain  Constable  I  want  him  here  immediately. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Captain  George  D.  Wise, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Gunboat  Flotilla,  or 
Captain  A.  G.  A.  Constable, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  detailed  report 
regarding  naval  affairs  for  the  information  of  the  President. 

Private  and  confidential.] 

Cairo,  III.,  January  11, 1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  send  the  report  herewith  which  your  telegram 
of  the  10th,  but  not  received  till  this  morning,  required  for  the 
President. 


492 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


I  have  endeavored  to  keep  the  Department  fully  informed  of  our 
progress,  with  all  incidental  circumstances.  I  have  worked  inces¬ 
santly  since  I  have  joined  or  assumed  command  here.  The  con¬ 
tractor,  in  not  being  up  to  time,  and  want  of  men,  has  kept  the 
gunboats  from  being  commissioned.  I  have  had  all  things  in  my 
power,  and  over  which  I  had  control,  ready  long  since.  With  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  mortar  boats,  I  only  wish  that  you  could  see  them ;  their 
magazines  are  merely  square  holes  in  the  timbers  banded  together 
forming  the  boat,  and  of  course  most  of  them  leak.  The  mortar 
boats  would  require,  if  all  fitted  out,  about  800  men.  There  are  no 
conveniences  for  living  aboard.  They  will  leak  more  and  more. 
Some  of  our  best  officers  have  no  better  opinion  of  these  rafts  or 
boats  than  I  have;  still  this  is  unofficial.  It  is  my  business  to  let  the 
Government  judge,  and  I  am  to  obey  orders,  and  while  I  can  not 
consider  these  boats  as  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  designed,  still,  as  I  said  to  General  Meigs,  so  much  has  been 
expended  upon  them,  they  ought  not  to  be  cast  aside,  or  words  to 
that  effect,  and  I  certainly  would  not  presume  to  throw  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  having  them  fitted,  armed,  and  equipped. 

^  I  obtained  authority  to  this  effect  from  General  Fremont,  but 
General.  Curtis,  when  he  sent  for  me  and  asked  for  my  orders  and 
instructions  (which  I  reported,  to  show  how  every  brigadier  might 
interfere  with  me  and  by  way  of  illustrating  the  necessity  of  the 
appointment  of  a  flag-officer),  said  that  General  Fremont's  orders 
were,  or  would  be,  now  of  no  avail.  Still,  on  General  Halleck’s 
arrival,  I  called  on  him  and  said  that  I  had  selected  Captain  Con¬ 
stable,  who,  with  Lieutenant  Sanford,  under  my  direction,  could 
have  good  mortar  beds  made  in  fourteen  days  in  St.  Louis,  while  I 
could  send  Captain  Pike,  who  had  been  an  engineer,  appointed  by 
Fremont,  to  Pittsburg,  to  have  the  mortars  ‘there  made  sent  or 
shipped  here  before  navigation  closed.  I  asked  General  Halleck  to 
allow  me  to  do  this,  and  I  would  have  the  mortar  boats  armed  in 
twenty  days.  He  declined,  as  he  had  no  authority,  and  in  a  few 
days,  sent  Captain  Constable  to  join  his  company.  He  was  averse  to 
helping  me  at  all.  General  Meigs,  on  referring  to  him,  said  that 
General  Halleck  had  instructions  with  reference  to  gun  and  mortar 
boats,  as  shown,  in  his  letter  to  me.  I  left  St.  Louis  under  those  cir¬ 
cumstances,  while  afterwards  the  quartermaster  sent  down  the  mor¬ 
tar  boats,  asking  me  to  receive  them.  Such  is  a  brief  history  of 
these  boats.  I  have  here  had  no  men,  nor  officers,  nor  means  to  attend 
to  them ;  yet  had  I  supposed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  for  me  to  fit  them  out  or  to  move  in  the  matter,  I  would  have 
found  some  way  of  doing  it.  But  could  it  hardly  be  expected  of  me 
to  have  done  differently  from  what  I  have  done' here?  I  am  aware 
that  an  officer  in  command  is  considered  by  the  public  culpable  when 
anything  is  wanting  in  the  department  where  he  is  chief,  irre¬ 
spective  of  the  question  of  his  right  to  do  it  or  his  power  of  accom¬ 
plishing  it,  but  I  trust  you  do  not  and  will  not  consider  me  at  all 
derelict  m  doing  just  as  I  have  done.  I  should  like,  and  be  greatly 
obliged  to  you  for,  a  reply  to  this  at  your  early  convenience,  and  let 
me  know  what  is  expected  of  me  about  these  mortar  boats.  I  have 
to-day  telegraphed  to  Pittsburg  to  learn  how  many  beds  and  mortars 
are  or  can  be  soon  ready,  and  I  am  ready,  as  I  have  ever  been,  to  do 
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all  that  the  Department  wishes.  My  report  is  comparatively  incom¬ 
plete,  as  I  had  very  hastily  drawn  it  up  without  time  to  correct  it, 
when  it  was  reported  that  our  two  gunboats  which  I  sent  down  the 
river  yesterday,  and  which  I  intended  to  join  myself  to-morrow,  were 
in  action  with  the  rebel  gunboats,  and  I,  of  course,  went  down  to  look 
into  the  affair. 

You  will  soon  and  probably,  by  this  time,  have  seen  the  report,  of 
gun,  and  mortar,  and  tug  boats,  of  a  board  ordered  by  General 
Halleck. 

I  am  aware  that  an  officer  of  great  resources  can  overcome  almost 
insuperable  difficulties,  but  away  from  a  navy  yard,  and  with  the 
means  I  have  at  command  in  this  wilderness  of  naval  wants,  I  must 
say  that  I  do  not  see  how,  under  the  circumstances,  anyone  could 
have  done  more  than  I  have  done.  I  feel,  of  course,  very  sadly  as  I 
perceive  that  the  telegram  indicates  that  I  have  not  accomplished 
what  has  been  expected  of  me.  But  could  any  officer  here,  in  my 
circumstances,  have  accomplished  more? 

Respectfully  and  very  truly,  yours, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  made  every  effort  to  ship  men  in  the  West,  but  have  secured 
less  than  200  in  number.  The  river  men  enlisted  in  June,  or  went 
South,  and  as  our  pay  is  $18  per  month  and  their  old  pay  $30,  the 
remaining  men  are  indisposed  to  go  or  ship  in  the  gunboats. 

The  mortar  boats  would  require,  if  all  were  fitted  out,  about  800 
men. 

A.  H.  F. 

[Enclosure.] 

Cairo,  III.,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  the  10th  instant,  received  this 
morning,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  make  the  following  report 
for  the  information  of  the  President: 

There  are  twelve  gunboats  attached  to  this  flotilla,  five  of  which 
number  are  in  commission — two  of  them  at  present  at  Paducah  or 
in  the  Tennessee  River;  two  more  at  Fort  Jefferson,  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River,  a  few  miles  below  Cairo,  guarding  the  troops  sent  yes¬ 
terday  to  that  point ;  and  one,  bearing  my  flag,  ready  to  move  down 
the  river  with  me  on  a  demonstration  when  the  troops  leave  Fort 
Jefferson.  These  boats  are  named  Tyler ,  Lexington,  Conestoga, 
Essex,  and  St.  Louis,  with  their  full  armament  and  crews.  The  re¬ 
maining  seven  gunboats  are  not  yet  fully  completed,  or  out  of  the 
contractor’s  hands.  Most  of  the  work  upon  them  is,  however,  com¬ 
pleted,  and  I  have  made  arrangements  to  place  60  men,  with  their 
officers,  already  detailed,  on  board  of  them  during  the  ensuing  week. 
The  detention"  of  these  boats  has  been  caused  by  the  necessity  of 
changing  the  steam  drums  to  the  top  of  the  boilers,  which  the  trial 
of  the  engines  in  coming  down  from  St.  Louis  proved  necessary, 
as  they  worked  water  instead  of  steam,  endangering  the  engines,  as 
well  as  from  the  carpenters  having  to  prepare  pilot  houses  and  com¬ 
pleting  other  work,  not  enabling  us  to  put  the  vessels  in  commission. 
I  have,  however,  placed  the  guns  on  board  of  all  the  boats,  for  which 
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I  have  prepared  ordnance  and  other  equipments  and  stores,  ready  to 
fit  the  vessels  out  the  moment  I  could  obtain  possession  of  them. 
Still,  had  we  now  the  boats  in  our  possession,  we  are  short  1,000  men 
to  man  them,  which  I  have  repeatedly  reported,  but  the  men  have 
not  been  sent  us,  although  General  Halleck  informed  me,  on  the 
27th  ultimo,  that,  he  would  send  me  1,100  men,  but  the  “  officers 
must  serve  with  the  men,”  which  would  entirely  derange  the  vessels. 
I  referred  this  matter  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  have  been  in¬ 
formed  that  a  Massachusetts  regiment  would  be  sent  out  without 
officers.  The  men  have  not  arrived,  and  we  want  now  1,000  more 
men  immediately,  as  we  have  hardly  one-third  of  a  crew  for  the 
remaining  seven  gunboats  to  be  commissioned  between  this  and  the 
20th  instant,  and  if  the  1,000  men  arrive  in  the  meantime  we  shall 
be  ready  for  any  service  at,  or  five  days  subsequently  to,  that  date. 
Mr.  Eads,  the  contractor,  assigns  as  a  reason  for  the  boats  not  being 
completed  earlier  his  want  of  money  and  the  alterations  made ; 
still,  the  latter  would  have  been  made  weeks  ago  had  his  work  been 
completed  at  the  time  specified.  We  have  now  available  for  the 
seven  gunboats  about  being  commissioned  589  men,  while  the  five 
boats  in  commission  are  fully  manned,  requiring  1,000  more  men  to 
complete  the  complement  for  the  gunboats.  (B.) 

In  reference  to  the  mortar  boats,  I  had  no  authority  over  or  direc¬ 
tions  in  reference  to  them,  until  I  called  on  General  Fremont,  at 
Camp  Tipton,  on  the  10th  of  October,  and  then  obtained  from  him 
full  authority  to  man  and  equi]3  them,  as  well  as  to  take  charge  of 
all  transports,  etc.,  at  my  discretion.  The  mortar  boats  were  then 
building.  I  made  a  conditional  arrangement  with  Captain  Con¬ 
stable,  of  an  Ohio  artillery  company,  .to  superintend  the  equipment 
of  the  mortar  boats  under  my  direction,  and  learning  that  the  mortar 
beds  at  Pittsburg  would  not  be  finished  for  two  or  three  months,  I 
also  made  arrangements  to  have  the  beds  made  at  St.  Louis  in  four¬ 
teen  days,  while  an  officer  was  to  proceed  to  Pittsburg  and  have  the 
mortars  forwarded. 

•  _^ener‘\l  Fremont  was  suspended,  General  Curtis,  command¬ 

ing  the  St.  Louis  district,  directed  me  verbally  to  suspend  any  action 
on  General  Fremont’s  orders.  A  few  days  subsequently,  on  General 
Halleck  s  arrival,  I  asked  him  for  authority  to  proceed  and  have  the 
mortar  beds  made  and  the  mortars  to  be  sent  to  St.  Louis,  as  Quarter- 
mastei -General  Meigs  had  referred  me  to  General  Halleck,  as  seen 
m  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  (A),  who  said  that  he  had  no 
such  instructions ;  and  soon  after  General  Halleck  took  Captain 
Constable  from  me  and  ordered  him  to  join  his  company.  For  these 
leasons  the  mortar  boats  w7ere  not  then  fitted  out,  or  rather  prepara¬ 
tions  were  not  made  to  place  the  mortars  on  board  when  thev  reached 
this  place.  (C.) 

The  mortar  boats  have  been  sent  here  by  Quartermaster  Allen’s 
directions  from  St,  Louis,  and  arrived  about  the  20th  ultimo.  I 
have  received  no  authority  to  prepare  them  for  service,  but  have 
referred  the  matter  again  to  Quartermaster- General  Meigs. 

A  board  composed  of  army  and  navy  officers  was  ordered  by 
General  Halleck  on  the  9th  ultimo  to  examine  into  the  condition  of 
the  gun  and  mortar  boats  and  tugboats.  The  report  of  this  board 
has  been  made  and  is  now  on  its  way  to  Washington. 
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There  are  no  men  available  for  the  mortar  boats.  These  mortar 
boats  have  no  accommodations  for  officers  and  men,  and  would  re¬ 
quire  one  large  steamer  or  two  small  steamers  to  accompany  them 
for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C . 


[Subenclosures.] 

A. 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 
Washington  City ,  November  15 ,  1861. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  General  Halleck  has  instructions  in 
regard  to  the  gunboats. 

The  appropriation  not  being  sufficient  to  complete  and  equip  more 
than  three  altered  and  seven  built  gunboats,  the  Department  is  em¬ 
barrassed  by  the  action  of  the  commanding  general  [in  the]  West  in 
ordering  so  many  mortar  rafts,  tugs,  and  altered  boats  in  addition 
to  those  contracted  for  by  this  Department. 

All  can  not  be  completed  without  further  appropriations,  and  for 
the  present  at  least  this  Department  can  not  remit  money  except  for 
those  contracted  for  under  its  authority. 

Respectfully, 

M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboats ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


B. 

Armament  of  the  gunboats  composing  the  flotilla  on  the  Western  rivers , 

January,  1862. 


Name. 

32-pdr. 

42  ewt. 

8-inch 

63  cwt. 

9-Inch  D 
9,000. 

Army 
42-pdr. 
rifled  shell 
70-lb.. 
8,400  lbs. 

10-inch. 

12-pdr. 

B.H. 

12-pdr. 

rifled 

B.H. 

No. of 
guns. 

7 

2 

7 

16 

7 

2 

4 

1 

13 

6 

3 

4 

1 

13 

6 

3 

4 

13 

6 

3 

,i 

1 

13 

6 

3 

4 

1 

13 

6 

3 

4 

*1 

13 

6 

3 

4 

1 

13 

Essex - - - 

i 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Tyler . — 

1 

2 

6 

4 

6 

Conestoga — . . 

4 

4 

58 

30 

5 

35 

1 

6 

1 

129 

*  Invoiced  but  not  arrived. 
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c. 

Extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  General  Ilalleck,  U.  8.  Army,  dated  Cairo, 

December  7,  1861. 

*  *  *  Will  you  please  have  Captain  Constable  again  detailed 
for  this  service;  and  also  permit  me  to  employ  with  him  Captain 
Pike,  an  engineer  now  at  Chicago,  Tremont  House,  who  has  applied 
for  this  service?  Captain  Constable,  with  our  ordnance  officer, 
Lieutenant  Sanford,  has  a  plan  for  mortar  beds,  which  beds  might 
soon  be  prepared  at  St.  Louis  under  the  supervision  of  Captain 
Constable,  while  Captain  Pike  would  proceed  to  Pittsburg  and  for¬ 
ward  the  mortars  before  navigation  closes.  We  shall  want  men 
certainly,  if  the  mortar  boats  are  to  be  fitted  out,  as  we  are  1,100  men 
short  for  our  gunboats  proper  *  *  *  and  as  the  proposition  I 

submitted  to  you  on  your  arrival,  when,  as  you  stated,  you  were  not 
authorized  to  act,  and  I  must  confess  I  had  myself  some  misgivings 
about  the  mortar  boats,  would,  if  it  had  been  accepted,  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  fourteen  days,  as  estimated  by  several  officers,  have  enabled 
us,  with  Captain  Constable’s  and  Captain  Pike’s  assistance,  to  have 
the  mortar  boats  and  beds  now  nearly,  if  not  quite,  readv  for  service. 

*  H?  ❖  sfc  H«  %  % 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  January  11 ,  1862. 

Mr.  Eads  leaves  for  Cairo  to-morrow.  He  wishes  1,000  bushels 
of  coal  put  in  the  forward  coal  bunker  on  the  Benton ,  and  the 
boats  ready  for  trial  on  Monday  morning. 

Geo.  D.  Wise, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 

A.  H.  Foote. 


Letter  from  M.  C.  Meigs ,  jr.,  to  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  sug¬ 
gesting  the  use  of  trees  for  clearing  the  rivers  of  obstructions. 


Quartermaster-  General’s  Office  , 

W ashington.  January  11 , 1862. 

Dear  Captain:  My  father  writes  to  me  that  his  mind  is  full  of 
a  picture  of  the  Mississippi  fleet  descending  that  turbid  river  pre¬ 
ceded  by  two  or  three  powerful  tugs  towing  full-branched  cotton¬ 
wood  trees  or  oaks,  which,  by  backing  the  tugs,  are  made  to  float 
m  advance  of  the  tugs  and  fleets.  Branches  clear  the  river  and 
sweep  from  the  river  any  torpedoes  which  would  be  touched  bv  a 
steamer,  if  any  are  in  the  channel. 

If  they  are  there  such  brooms  would  find  them. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 


n  M.  C.  Meigs,  [Jr.]. 

Commodore  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla ,  Cairo,  111. 
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[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  III.,  January  13 ,  1862. 

Your  telegram  of  Friday  was  received  on  Saturday  and  acknowl¬ 
edged.  I  have  sent  you  by  return  mail  the  report  required  to-day.  I 
have  received  a  telegram  from  Colonel  [John]  Symington,  in  Pitts¬ 
burg,  saying: 


Four  13-incli  mortars  and  beds  have  been  sent  to  New  York,  and  four 
mortars  and  beds  will  be  sent  to  the  same  destination  by  the  beginning  of  next 
week.  The  fabrication  of  other  beds  will  be  continued  here  with  all  dispatch. 
One  more  mortar  only,  I  believe,  is  ready. 


We  commission  three  boats  on  Wednesday. 


G.  V.  Fox. 


We  want  men. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  V .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Con¬ 
estoga,  regarding  expeditions  in  the  Ohio  and  Tennessee  Rivers. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Paducah ,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir:  Last  night  I  returned  from  a  trip  up  the  Ohio  to  Casevville, 
Ivy.,  having  gone  to  look  after  a  detachment  of  men  at  Rock  Quarry, 
opposite  Carrsville,  Ivy.  This  detachment  was  threatened  by  attack 
from  the  rebels.  We  were  detained  on  the  9th  by  a  fog,  and  on  the 
10th  returned.  Before  day  on  the  10th  I  found  a  steamer  landing 
freight  at  an  unusual  landing  in  the  shoot  of  Hurricane  Island,  Ivy., 
and  also  found  another  backing  out  from  the  landing  at  Ford’s  Ferry. 
While  steamers  are  licensed  to  make  such  landings  there  is  no  hope 
of  stopping  smuggling  and  rebel  lines  of  communications. 

I  have  to-day  been  up  the  Tennessee  River  in  the  Lexington  as  far 
as  Seven  Mile  Island,  to  ascertain  about  the  stage  of  water.  If  not 
navigable,  it  would  have  been  useless  to  detach  a  force  from  this 
post  with  a  view  to  a  demonstration  in  that  direction  bv  water. 
There  is  a  small  rise  since  my  last  trip  up,  and  any  of  the  gunboats 
can  now  navigate  the  river.  '  The  stage  of  the  Cumberland  is.  more 
important. 

On  it  lies  Nashville. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Rivers,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Mississippi ,  below  Cairo ,  January  11,  1862. 
Sir:  Yesterday,  as  reported  to  the  Department,  I  sent  Captain 
Porter,  with  the  Essex,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding,  with 
the  St.  Louis,  down  the  river  to  protect  the  advance  brigade  under 
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General  McClernand,  and  also  have  sent  two  other  gunboats  up  the 
Tennessee  River.  This  morning  three  rebel  gunboats  came  up  from 
Columbus  and  opened  the  attack  on  the  Essex  and  St.  Louis  at  long 
range,  and  for  twenty  minutes  the  fire  was  very  brisk  between  the  five 
boats  engaged,  when  the  rebel  boats  retreated,  but  a  running  fire  was 
continued  for  an  hour  until  the  rebel  boats  were  driven  behind  their 
batteries  at  Columbus.  Captain  Porter  believes  that  one  of  the  rebel 
boats  was  disabled. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  engagement  with 
Confederate  gunboats  from  Columbus ,  Ky. 


Cairo,  III.,  January  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  sent  a  telegram  to  the  Department  yesterday,  a  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed. 


I  had  given  Commander  Porter  instructions  to  keep  near  and  pro¬ 
tect  the  advanced  brigade  of  General  McClernand  and  there  remain 
until  I  should  join  him  with  the  Tyler  to-day  or  to-morrow;  but 
early  yesterday  morning  the  rebel  gunboats  coming  up  from  Colum¬ 
bus  and  opening  upon  our  boats,  brought  on  the  little  engagement 
which  resulted  in  the  rebel  boats  rapidly  retreating  under  their  bat¬ 
teries  at  Columbus.  As  we  were  getting  stores,  etc.,  aboard  the  re¬ 
maining  gunboats,  preparatory  to  putting  them  into  commission,  I 
necessarily  spend  all  my  time  in  looking  after  these  boats,  which  is 
not  required  in  looking  after  our  interests  down  the  river. 

We  are  now  in  immediate  want  of  a  thousand  men  for  the  gun¬ 
boats.  In  the  meantime  I  am  getting  the  boats  into  the  middle  of 
the  river,  and  putting  their  ordnance  and  other  equipments  and  stores 
on  board,  and,  by  the  20th  instant,  expect  to  have  all  the  gunboats  in 
commission,  although  with  but  one-third  of  a  crew  to  each  boat.  I 
trust  that  this  deficiency  will  be  supplied  by  men  from  the  East 
before  the  20th  instant. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  II.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 


(Received  January  12,  1862.) 
Have  you  received  my  telegram  of  Friday  last  ? 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  Cairo,  III. 


G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  Jj .  8.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of 
Commander  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Essex , 
regarding  engagement  with  three  Confederate  gunboats  from 
Columbus ,  Ky. 

Cairo,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  forward  a  report  from  Commander  Porter.  The  rebel  gun¬ 
boat  shells  all  fell  short  of  our  boats,  while  our  shells  reached  and 
ranged  beyond  their  boats,  showing  the  greater  range  of  our  arms. 
But  the  escape  of  the  rebels  showed  the  greater  speed  of  their  boats. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Essex, 

Fort  Jefferson,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  General  McClernand  sent  on 
board  this  vessel  and  informed  me  the  enemy  were  moving  up  the 
river  from  Columbus  with-  several  vessels,  towing  up  a  battery.  I 
immediately  signaled  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding,  of  the  St. 
Louis,  to  get  underway  and  prepare  for  action.  A  very  thick  fog 
coming  oh,  we  were  compelled  to  steam  slowly  down  the  river,  but 
about  10  o’clock,  or  a  little  after,  it  rose  and  showed  us  a  large 
steamer  at  the  head  of  Lucas  Bend.  We  heard  her  whistle  the 
moment  we  were  seen  by  them.  Shortly  after  whistling  she  was 
joined  by  another  large  and  a  small  steamer.  We  pursued  our  course 
steadily  down  the  river,  and,  when  within  long  range,  the  large 
steamer  fired  a  heavy  shell  gun,  which  struck  the  sand  bar  between 
us  and  ricochetted  within  about  200  yards  of  this  vessel  and  burst. 
We  at  this  time  did  not  return  the  fire,  but  continued  our  course 
down,  in  order  to  near  the  vessel.  By  this  time  the  large  steamer 
was  joined  by  her  consorts,  and  they  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us. 
I  now  hailed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding  and  directed  him 
to  try  one  of  his  rifle  cannon.  He  instantly  fired  and  sent  his  shot 
completely  over  the  enemy.  I  then  opened  from  my  bow  guns,  and 
the  action  became  brisk  on  both  sides  for  about  twenty  minutes,  the 
enemy  firing  by  broadsides.  At  the  end  of  this  time  the  enemy 
hauled  off  and  stood  down  the  river,  rounding  to  occasionally  and 
giving  us  broadsides.  This  running  fight  continued  until  he  reached 
the  shelter  of  his  batteries  on  the  Iron  Bank,  above  Columbus.  We 
continued  the  action  and  drove  him  behind  their  batteries  in  a  crip¬ 
pled  condition,  as  we  could  distinctly  see  our  shell  explode  on  his 
decks.  The  action  lasted  over  an  hour,  and  terminated,  as  I  think, 
in  a  complete  defeat  of  the  enemy’s  boats,  superior  in  size  and  num¬ 
ber  of  guns  to  the  Essex  and  St.  Louis.  On  the  12th  General  Mc¬ 
Clernand  requested  me  to  make  a  reconnoissance  toward  the  Iron 
Bank.  I  did  so,  and  offered  the  enemy  battle  by  firing  a  round  shot 
at  their  battery,  but  they  did  not  respond,  nor  did  I  see  anything  of 
their  boats.  1  have  since  been  informed  through  the  general  that 
the  boats  of  the  enemy  were  completely  disabled,  and  the  panic 
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became  so  great  at  the  Iron  Bank  that  the  gunners  deserted  their 
guns. 

The  fire  of  the  St.  Louis  was  precise  and  the  shot  told  well.  The 
officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  firmness,  Mr.  Riley,  the 
first  master,  carrying  out  all  my  orders  strictly,  while  the  officers  of 
the  gun  divisions,  Messrs.  Laning  and  Ferry,  paid  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  pointing  of  their  respective  guns.  Mr.  Britton,  my  aid, 
paid  all  attention  to  my  orders  and  conveyed  them  correctly  and  with 
alacrity.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  and  men  on  board  behaved  like 
veterans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Porter, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  V .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Prichett ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cairo. 

Cairo,  January  13 ,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  temporarily  of  the  steam  gunboat  Cairo , 
and  personally  attend  to  receiving  and  storing  her  ordnance  and 
other  equipment  and  stores,  preparatory  to  putting  her  in  commis¬ 
sion  on  Wednesday. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Prichett. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Paulding, 

U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  unnecessary  expenditure  of  ammunition. 

Cairo,  January  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  must  enjoin  you  to  save  your  ammunition.  No  gun  must 
be  fired,  without  your  order,  in  circumstances  like  those  of  yesterday. 

You  will  be  particular  in  noting  the  range  of  the  first  shot,  its 
height  and  distance.  I  was  surprised  yesterday,  at  Columbus,  to 
see  three  or  four  of  your  shells  bursting  at  such  an  elevation.  The 
first  shell  should  have  shown  the  proper  elevation  of  the  guns.  I 
was  especially  sorry  to  see  the  great  elevation  repeated,  as  it  gave 
the  enemy  a  poor  idea  of  our  gunnery. 

I  am  aware  of  your  difficulties  in  a  new  and  undisciplined  crew  and 
officers,  but  make  these  criticisms  rather  as  indicative  of  correcting 
things  in  the  future. 

Save  your  ammunition  and  let  the  first  gun  show  you  how  to  aim 
for  the  second. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

T .  ..  Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding, 

Gunboat  St.  Louis,  Fort  Jefferson ,  [Ky.] 

I  want  you  to  try  your  speed  with  the  Benton  more. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Walke ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Carondelet ,  regarding  transfer  of 
command. 

Cairo,  January  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  ou  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boat  Tyler  and  you  will  assume  the  command  of  the  IT.  S.  gunboat 
Carondelet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Henry  Walke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  C arondelet,  Cairo,  III. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  F oote,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  in -view  of  probable  assignment  to  the  command  of  the 

U.  S.  8.  Cairo. 

Cairo,  January  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  several  times  requested  of  the  Department  to  send  offi¬ 
cers  junior  to  you,  that  you  might  have  command  of  one  of  the 
armored  gunboats.  In  place  of  Commanders  Winslow  and  Perry, 
Lieutenants  Thompson  and  Gwin  have  been  ordered.  This  entitles 
you  to  the  command  of  one  of  the  new  boats,  and  I  have  reserved  the 
Cairo  for  you.  She  is  of  a  light  draft  of  water  and  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  fastest  of  the  boats.  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Prichett 
to  her  temporarily,  who,  when  you  relieve  him  or  assume  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Cairo,  I  shall  order  to  your  vessel,  the  Conestoga.  The 
officers  and  men  will  remain  on  board,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Tyler  and 
Lexington. 

You  will  sign  and  approve  all  necessary  muster  and  pay  rolls  and 
see  that  the  accounts  of  the  vessel  are  in  such  condition  that  they  can 
be  forwarded  to  Washington,  and  to  this  end  you  will  direct  your 
acting  paymaster  to  make  up  his  accounts  up  to  31st  December,  in¬ 
clusive,  and  show  his  balance  due  to  the  Government. 

You  will  report  to  me  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  your  accounts  are 
ready,  that  I  may  order  you  to  the  Cairo. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Gunboat  Conestoga. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Porter ,  U .  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Essex,  regarding  authority  for  the 
movements  of  the  gunboats. 

Cairo,  January  15,  1862. 

Sir:  As  the  troops  will  probably  return  here  by  Monday  next,  and 
General  McClernand  not  being  near  Columbus,  unless  you  see  the 
gunboats  of  the  rebels,  or  hear  of  their  being  up  this  side  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  I  do  not  want  the  boats  to  go  down,  unless  you  first  communicate 
with  me  on  the  subject.  I  wish  to  be  informed  when  the  boats  leave 
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their  anchorages,  as  I  have  stated  in  General  Orders,  No.  1,  excepting 
in  extraordinary  cases  like  that  of  Saturday  last,  when  your  action 
took  place  with  the  gunboats,  etc. 

When  General  Grant  or  General  McClernand  would  like  the  boats 
to  perform  duty,  the  senior  officer  will  see  that  there  is  a  propriety  in 
his  carrying  out  their  wishes,  if  he  deems  them  practicable,  but  for 
other  officers  of  the  Army  wishing  to  send  off  the  gunboats,  I  can  not 
permit  it,  unless  the  senior  officer,  in  the  emergency  of  the  case,  con¬ 
siders  there  is  an  immediate  call  for  getting  underway  without  al¬ 
lowing  him  time  to  send  a  tug  up,  informing  me  that  the  boats  are 
wanted  on  immediate  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Wm.  D.  Porter, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Essex. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  16 ,  1862. 

If  the  flotilla  goes  down  the  river,  it  can  hardly  carry  100  rounds 
ammunition.  Shall  I  purchase  or  fit  up  an  ammunition  steamer  for 
reserved  ammunition,  which  can  be  done  for  $18,000? 

A.  PI.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Brigadier-General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  copy  of  letter 
to  the  Quartermaster-General ,  U.  S.  Army ,  and  report  of  board  of 
officers  regarding  the  trial  of  the  U.  /S.  S.  Benton  and  acceptance 
of  seven  gunboats. 

Cairo,  January  16 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  copies  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Quartermaster- 
General  Meigs,  with  a  report  of  the  officers  who  yesterday  made  the 
trial  trip  of  the  gunboat  Benton ,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  seven 
gunboats  built  by  the  contractor,  with  the  officers'  certificate. 

My  letter  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  accompanying  papers, 
give  full  information  to  the  Department  of  the  condition  of  the 
Benton ,  which,  independently  of  her  want  of  steam  power,  is  the  best 
gunboat  in  strength,  size,  and  battery  of  any  boat  on  the  Western 
waters. 

The  seven  gunboats  built  by  contract  were  put  in  commission 
to-day,  and  we  are  now  placing  ordnance,  outfits,  stores,  and  all 
things  on  board,  and  only  want  men  to  have  them  ready  for  service 
by  the  20th  instant,  farthest. 

Mr.  Eads,  the  contractor,  will  be  in  Washington  by  the  time  this 
communication  reaches  the  Department, 

I  have  assigned  Lieutenant  Thompson  to  the  command  of  the 
Pittsburg ,  in  place  of  Commander  Perry,  who  is  still  ill  and  will 
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leave  this  climate  as  soon  as  he  is  able  to  travel.  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Phelps  has  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Cairo,  in 
place  of  Commander  Winslow,  detached.  The  Cairo  is  temporarily 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Prichett  until  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Phelps  returns  from  a  trip  up  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers, 
whither  he  has  gone  with  two  of  the  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

Cairo,  January  15 ,  1862. 

General:  To-day  I  have  had  a  trial  of  the  Benton  to  ascertain  if 
her  speed  and  power  were  sufficient  to  enable  her  to  be  handled  in 
the  strong  current  in  different  parts  of  the  river  with  her  bow  down¬ 
stream,  and  also  in  turning  and  maneuvering  in  action,  and  I  regret 
to  inform  you  that  her  speed  did  not,  in  the  judgment  of  Com¬ 
manders  Pennock  and  Stembel,  whom  I  appointed  to  make  this  trial, 
exceed  2^  knots  per  hour  by  the  land,  in  an  adverse  current  of  3 
miles,  making  5^  miles  per  hour  in  slack  water;  while  she  was  so 
slow  and  unwieldy  in  turning,  not  being  able  to  back  against  the 
current  from  want  of  power  in  her  engines,  that  these  gentlemen 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  she  is  altogether  too  deficient  in  steam 
power  to  be  considered  at  all  available  as  a  gunboat  without  a 
heavier  engine. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  accept  the 
Benton  until  having  further  directions  from  you,  as  the  vessel,  with 
her  present  engines,  could  not  be  handled  near  the.  rebel  batteries 
at  all  effectively. 

The  Benton  is  so  strong  a  boat,  well  plated,  and  with  so  large  a 
battery,  that  I  concur  most  heartily  with  these  two  gentlemen  in 
strongly  recommending  that  a  new  engine  and  boilers  be  placed  in 
her  immediately. 

The  seven  gunboats  built  by  contract  I  have  accepted,  after  an 
examination  of  the  vessels  and  the  contract  by  Commanders  Pennock 
and  Stembel,  and  commission  them  to-morrow,  although  some  work 
yet  remains  to  be  done  before  they  are  fully  completed.  I  respect¬ 
fully  call  your  attention  to  a  former  letter,  in  which  I  requested 
instructions  about  the  mortar  boats,  all  of  which  are  here,  but  their 
magazines  leak  badly,  and  I  learn  from  Colonel  Symington  that  but 
one  mortar  and  no  beds  are  now  prepared  in  Pittsburg,  the  mortars 
and  beds  which  were  originally  designed  for  the  mortar  boats  having 
been  transferred  to  New  York. 

The  report  of  Commanders  Pennock  and  Stembel  will  be  for¬ 
warded  to-morrow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag -Off  cer. 

Brigadier-General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 
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Cairo,  January  15,  1862. 

We  do  hereby  certify  that  the  work  on  the  seven  gunboats,  built 
by  Mr.  James  B.  Eads,  the  contractor,  has  been  completed  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract  with  the  Government,  excepting  the 
time  at  which  they  ought  to  have  been  finished  and  delivered  at 
Cairo. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commander. 

R.  N.  Stembel, 

Commander. 

Jas.  It.  McGee, 

Master  Carpenter  Gunboat  Flotilla. 


Upon  the  above  certificate  I  have  accepted  the  gunboats  from  Mr. 
Eads,  the  contractor. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Cairo,  January  15,  1862. 


Order  of  Major-General  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General 
Halleck ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  assume  responsibility  for  supplying  defi¬ 
ciencies  in  the  crews  of  the  gunboat  flotilla. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington ,  January  17, 1862. 

General  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  receipt  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  army  and  navy  officers 
ordered  by  you  to  examine  into  the  condition  of ‘the  gun,  tug  and 
mortar  boats  destined  for  service  in  the  "Western  waters. 

From  the  information  received  from  the  Navy  Department  it 
appears  that  the  efficiency  of  a  large  portion  of  the  flotilla  is  destroyed 
by  the  want  of  crews  (gunners).  Efforts  have  been  made  for  some 
time  past  to  ship  the  men  required,  but  these  efforts  have  entirely 
failed,  and  at  this  late  hour  it  becomes  necessary  to  resort  to  other 
means  to  utilize  the  great  expense  that  has  been  already  incurred. 
I  he  flotilla,  together  with  the  naval  officers  on  duty  with  it  is 
completely  under  your  orders,  and  it  is  expected  that  you  will  devise 
the  means  of  overcoming  the  obstacles  that  have  presented  themselves. 
It  will  be  more  economical,  and  it  seems  quite  proper,  to  use  volunteer 
the  deficiencies  in  the  gunners,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  if  there  is  any  difficulty  from  a  surplus  of  officers  one  remedy 
would  be  to  detail  a  portion  of  the  volunteer  officers  on  other  duty 
while  a  portion  of  the  uninstructed  officers  hired  by  the  Navv  misfit 
also  be  discharged.  J  6 

Your  early  attention  is  called  to  this  subject,  and  it  is  expected  that 
some  means  will  be  devised  to  render  the  flotilla  efficient  at  a  very 
early  day.  ihe  matter  is  placed  in  your  hands,  and  it  is  thought  that 
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a  .fuH  interchange  of  views  between  Commodore  Foote  and  vourself 
will  result  m  a  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Your  views  as  to  the  best  employment  of  the  flotilla  are  invited. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 


L.  Thomas, 

A  djutant-General. 


Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri ,  St.  Louis,  Mo 


Letter  from  Major-General  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  enquiry  regarding  mortar  boats. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis,  January  17,  1862. 

Commander:  General  McClellan  wishes  to  know  if  it  would  be  of 
much  advantage  in  any  expedition  up  the  Tennessee  or  Cumberland 
to  have  the  mortar  boats  armed.  Can  they  be  used  with  advantage 
on  such  an  expedition? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

M  a  jor-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Cairo. 


Report  of  Commanders  Pennock  and  Stembel ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  trial  trip  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Benton. 

Cairo,  January  17,  1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  directions  to  test  the  qualities  of 
the  gunboat  Benton,  built  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  by  James  B.  Eads,  esq., 
we  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  proceeded  in  the  Benton  from 
this  place  down  the  Mississippi  River  as  far  as  the  head  of  Island 
No.  1,  a  computed  distance  of  5  miles,  which  distance,  she  ran  in 
thirty-nine  minutes,  having  a  favorable  current  estimated  at  3  miles 
per  hour ;  returning  against  the  current  she  made  2^  knots,  as  deter¬ 
mined  by  means  of  a  ground  log,  accurately  marked  and  timed  by  a 
watch.  She  was  repeatedly  turned  in  the  river,  and  was  extremely 
sluggish  in  coming  round,  occupying  from  eight  to  twelve  minutes  in 
so  doing,  with  the  assistance  of  backing  and  going  ahead  on  opposite 
wheels,  and  failed  entirely  to  come  around  with  the  use  of  the  wheels 
alone,  unassisted  with  the  helm.  She  is  also  unable  to  back,  even 
against  the  current  of  the  Ohio  River,  with  a  full  head  of  steam,  say, 
145  pounds  pressure  to  the  square  inch. 

We  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  her  machinery  is  insufficient 
to  propel  the  boat  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  her  an  efficient  vessel 
in  action,  or  even  to  propel  her  against  the  current  of  the  Mississippi 
River  in  many  places  in  an  ordinary  stage  of  water. 
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We  therefore  earnestly  recommend,  in  view  of  the  size,  strength, 
armoring,  battery,  and  the  great  efficiency  in  every  respect  except 
the  motive  power  of  the  Benton ,  that,  new  engines,  with  new  or  addi¬ 
tional  boilers,  be  forthwith  substituted  for  those  now  in  use. 

Herewith  you  will  please  find  report  of  the  acting  engineer  in 
chief  of  the  gunboat  flotilla. 

Your  obedient  servants, 


A.  W.  Pennock, 

Commander. 


E.  N.  Stembel, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  V.  S.  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters. 


[Enclosure.] 

Cairo,  January  15 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Benton’s  machinery  and  boilers.  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  the 
machinery  is  too  small  and  not  sufficiently  strong  to  do  the  work 
that  will  be  required  of  it  on  the  said  boat.  The  said  machinery 
having  been  in  use  for  a  number  of  years,  it  is  liable  to  break  or  be 
otherwise  disabled,  and  the  boilers  also  being  old,  having  been  in  use 
a  number  of  years.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  work  in  trying  to 
stop  them  from  leaking  and  I  have  not  succeeded  yet.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  they  would  not  be  safe  with  more  than  130  pounds  steam 
to  the  square  inch,  and  they  might  be  disabled  with  less.  The  doctor 
or  pumping  engine  is  not  sufficiently  large  to  supply  the  boilers  with 
water  when  generating  130  pounds  steam  to  the  square  inch.  If  it 
ever  became  necessary  to  draw  water  from  the  boilers  to  use  through 
the  hot-water  hose  in  case  of  an  engagement,  the  pumping  engine 
would  be  too  small  to  keep  up  the  supply  of  water  for  safety. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  D.  Faulkner, 
Acting  Engineer  in  Chief. 

Commander  A.  M.  Pennock. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  January  18,  1862. 

Vessels  all  in  commission  except  the  Benton ,  which  wants  more 
power. 

Ask  the  Secretary  to  send  us  even  <  00  men.  We  are  in  pressin°' 
want  of  them  immediately. 

„  n  A.  H.  Foote. 

Commander  Joseph  Smith, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Washington  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Conestoga ,  regarding  cooperative  movement  in  the  Tennessee 

River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Paducah ,  January  18, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  Lexington  and  this  vessel  have  returned  this  afternoon 
from  a  cruise  on  the  Tennessee  River.  We  have  been  for  the  past 
three  days  carrying  out  the  wishes  and  instructions  of  General  Smith. 

On  the  16th  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  accompanied  by  the  trans¬ 
port  steamer  Wilson,  having  on  board  a  force  of  500  men,  infantry 
and  artillery,  under  command  of  Major  [I.  C.]  Elston,  and  anchored 
for  the  night  near  where  the  Tennessee  line  strikes  the  right  bank 
of  the  river.  A  few  miles  above  Paducah  the  Lexington  struck  a 
rock  and  lay  upon  it  over  an  hour,  but  was  not  apparently  much 
injured. 

In  the  morning  (yesterday)  we  proceeded  up  to  near  Fort  Henry, 
the  transport  remaining  a  little  below,  and  shelled  the  river  bank  at 
a  point  where  all  informants  have  uniformly  reported  a  masked 
battery  of  two  rifled  guns,  but  we  did  not  succeed  in  drawing  its  fire, 
although  we  approached  to  abreast  the  place.  We  also  fired  a  few 
shells  at  Fort  Henry,  21  miles,  too  distant  for  effect.  Having  com¬ 
plied  with  General  Smith’s  wish  in  feigning  an  attack  at  early  morn 
with  the  whole  force  in  view,  w^e  dropped  below  to  Aurora,  where  the 
troops  disembarked  and  marched  for  Murray.  The  transport  re¬ 
turned  downstream,  while  the  two  gunboats  again  returned  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Fort  Henry  and  remained  overnight  at  anchor 
about  3|  miles  by  water  below  the  fort.  The  rebels  made  numbers 
of  signals  in  the  evening.  In  the  morning  we  left  there,  coming 
directly  down.  A  charge  of  slugs  was  fired  yesterday  at  a  group  of 
officers,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  gunner,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  neck. 

There  was  a  coal  barge  lying  at  a  landing  some  3  miles  below  Fort 
Henry  on  the  Kentucky  side,  evidently  taken  there  to  freight  a 
quantity  of  -wood  thrown  down  from  the  banks  in  readiness,  and  the 
wood  could  only  have  been  intended  for  use  at  the  fort.  There  is  no 
other  market  for  it  there,  and  no  other  possible  reason  could  exist 
for  loading  it  in  boats.  I  therefore  seized  the  barge,  loaded  the  wood 
in,  and  brought  it  down.  These  vessels  will  use  the  wood.  Their 
barge  or  flat  is  a  very  fine  one  and  might  be  of  service  at  Cairo. 

I  also  cut  adrift  a  small  wood  boat  at  the  same  landing  to  prevent 
its  use  in  transporting  supplies  to  the  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Rivers. 
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Personal  letter  from  Lieutenant  Plielps ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Foote ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  assignment  to  the  command  of 
the  TJ.  S.  S.  Cairo. 


Private.  ]  U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Paducah ,  January  18,  1862. 


My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant 
and  beg  leave  to  thank  you  warmly  for  it.  The  kindly  interest  it 
displays  for  me  personally  and  professionally  is  more  gratifying 
than  the  information  it  conveys  of  my  transfer  to  the  Cairo.  I  do 
trust  I  may  continue  in  my  new  command  to  merit  your  approba¬ 
tion  and  so  to  perform  my  duties  as  to  approve  your  efforts  in 
retaining  the  Cairo  for  me.  There  are  some  accounts  to  be  arranged 
which  will  require  but  few  days,  depending  upon  whether  at  anchor 
or  underway,  when  I  shall  be  anxious  to  take  the  new  vessel.  It 
would  be  well  if  this  boat  could,  at  that  time,  have  the  crew  on 
board  a  receiving  boat  long  enough  to  have  the  berth  deck  painted 
and  repaired.  The  canvas  is  much  worn  and  it  can  not  be  done 
well  with  the  people  on  board,  as  there  is  no  “  living  place  ”  except 
that  one  deck. 

It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  me  to  have  my  brother,  paymaster 
of  this  boat,  with  me  on  board  the  Cairo.  I  presume  no  paymaster 
has  opened  accounts  on  board  of  her  yet. 

T  our  telegraphic  dispatch  I  answered  at  once.  I  have  borne  in 
mind  your  instructions  in  regard  to  making  any  demonstrations  or 
attacks,  and  should  certainly  have  corresponded  with  you  before 
placing  either  boat  under  fire  of  a  work  like  Fort  Henry.  Their 
guns  must  outrange  ours,  and  an  attack  could  only  result  in  dis¬ 
aster  to  such  craft  as  these.  We  simply  carried  out  the  views  of 
General  Smith,  and  determined  to  my  satisfaction  that  if  they 
ever  had  a  masked  battery,  so  often  reported  by  spies,  at  the  foot 
of  the  island  below  Fort  Henry,  it  has  been  removed.  We  laid  all 
night  within  range  of  its  guns  if  they  were  there. 

If  you  should  not  give  the  opportunity  to  repair  the  berth  deck¬ 
ing,  could  I  not  still  run  down  to  Cairo  with  the  Conestoga  when 
the  transfer  of  command  takes  place? 

I  shall  be  diligent  in  preparation  to  join  the  new  vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 


Flag-Officer  A.  II.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western 


S.  L.  Phelps. 

Waters ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lexing¬ 
ton,  regarding  the  grounding  of  that  vessel  in  the  Tennessee  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 
Paducah,  Ky.,  January  18,  1862. 
Sir:  In  going  up  the  Tennessee  River  on  the  16th  instant,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  6  onestoga,  this  vessel  was  run  upon  a  rock  by  a  per¬ 
son  who  represented  himself  as  a  Tennessee  River  pilot.  He  had  the 
wheel  at  the  time  the  accident  occurred.  I  immediately  put  him  off 
duty  and  confined  him  in  double  irons. 
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I  kept  him  thus  confined  until  the  next  morning,  when,  after  con¬ 
sultation  with  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps,  and  his  appearing 
to  be  so  downhearted  and  distressed  at  the  accident,  I  relieved  him. 

TV  ith  the  aid  of  the  C onestoga  we  got  the  vessel  off  after  a  delay 
of  an  hour  and  ten  minutes,  and  proceeded  on  our  way. 

I  find  that  the  Lexington  is  making  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
of  water  an  hour.  This  is  considerably  more  than  she  made  before 
the  accident  occurred.  This  is  while  she  is  underway.  We  have  no 
bilge  pumps  connected  with  the  engines.  She  had  them  when  she 
was  purchased  by  the  Government,  but  they  were  taken  out  by  order, 
as  I  am  informed,  of  Naval  Constructor  Pook.  Two  small  hand 
pumps  are  the  only  means  we  have  by  which  we  can  keep  the  bilge 
clear  of  water. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Lexington  should  be  taken  upon  the  docks 
atfd  her  bottom  calked.  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  her  timbers 
are  broken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Comdg.  U.  S .  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters,  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Shirk ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  L,exington ,  to  hold  an  informal  survey 

on  that  vessel. 

Cairo,  January  19,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  is  received,  and  I  regret  the  accident 
of  your  striking  the  rock.  It  may  be,  however,  necessary  for  you  to 
go  into  dock,  and  if  it  is,  we  can  not  spare  your  vessel.  I  want  you 
to  consult  with  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps  on  the  subject,  and 
your  carpenters— or,  in  other  words,  hold  a  sort  of  informal  survey, 
and  if  you  find  no  increase  of  leak,  you  will  report  immediately  and 
remain  where  you  are.  If  you  find  the  leak  increasing,  come  down 
to  Mound  City  at  once,  if  you  can  be  spared  by  Captain  Phelps,  as 
I  have  directed  Mr.  Hamilton  to  be  ready  to  haul  your  boat  up  on 
the  ways  to-morrow  evening  or  the  day  following — Tuesday. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  W.  Shirk. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  repairs  to  the  TJ .  S.  S. 

Lexington. 

Cairo,  January  19,  1862. 

Mr.  Hamilton  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  gunboat  Lexington 
hauled  up  on  the  ways  and  the  leak  caused  by  striking  a  rock  in  the 
Tennessee  River  stopped,  and  calk  the  butts  and  repair  necessary 
damages.  I  want  the  services  of  the  boat  as  soon  as  possible. 
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I  will  write  to-morrow  evening  for  the  Lexington ,  and  presume 
that  she  will  be  at  Mound  City  to-morrow  evening  or  next  morning. 
Respectfully, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Mr.  Hamilton, 

Mound  City ,  |  Illf 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  change  of  assignment  to  duty  and  expressing 
commendation. 


Cairo,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  at 
present  to  assign  you  to  the  command  of  one  of  the  ironclad  steamers, 
as  Lieutenant  Bryant  has  reported  for  duty,  who  is  senior  to  all  the 
lieutenants  in  the  squadron,  and  is  therefore  entitled  by  his  rank  to 
command  the  Cairo. 

I  presume  that  in  a  very  few  months  you  will  be  assigned  to  one  of 
the  armored  gunboats,  and  from  your  past  efficient  services  as  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Conestoga ,  which  has  made  her  the  terror  of  the  rebels 
bordering  on  the  Ohio,  Tennessee,  and  Cumberland  rivers,  I  am 
exceedingly  anxious  to  place  you  in  command  of  a  boat  carrying  a 
more  powerful  battery  and  capable  of  enduring  a  heavier  fire  than 
the  gunboats  built  without  iron  casemates  at  Cincinnati. 

I  consider  it  to  be  due  to  your  valor  and  good  judgment  to  express 
thus  officially  my  appreciation  of  your  services  already  in  the  flotilla, 
and  trust  that  before  long  they  may  be  more  substantially  rewarded 
by  your  having  the  command  of  a  larger  and  more  effective  boat.  In 
the  meantime  I  shall  continue  you,  as  far  as  I  can,  in  the  important 
responsible  duty  of  guarding  our  interests  in  the  Ohio,  Tennessee 
and  Cumberland  rivers. 

When  the  Lexington  is  in  order,  and  your  services  can  be  spared 
for  a  short  time,  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  you  here. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 


t  ■  ,  „  '  Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Conestoga. 


Letter  from  the  Commandant  navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C.  to 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  reqardinq  imver- 
fect  guns  sent  to  the  Western  Flotilla. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

U .  /S'.  Navy  Yard,  January  20, 1862. 
Sm:  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Bureau  to  the  fact  that 
certain  IX- inch  guns  have  been  sent  to  the  Western  Flotilla  which 
were  made  for  the  Navy  in  1855  and  rejected  for  want  of  strength. 

As  one  of  these  guns  burst  as  low  as  121  fires,  it  is  evident  they  are 
unsaie. 
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I  am  aware  that  at  the  time  they  were  sent  West,  there  seemed  to  be 
an  immediate  need  of  some  ordnance,  and  it  not  being  possible  to  pro¬ 
cure  any  other,  there  was  a  justification  for  the  risk  incurred. 

But  this  is  no  longer  the  case,  and  as  the  gunboats  on  which  these 
guns  are  may  be  in  action  before  long,  I  would  urge  the  Bureau  to 
lose  no  time  in  replacing  the  IX-inch  guns  sent  West  with  others 
which  have  been  fully  proved  and  inspected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant. 

Captain  A.  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography . 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  C ommander  Porter , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex ,  declining  to  promote 
officers  of  that  vessel. 

Cairo,  January  21.  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  in  relation  to 
the  promotion  of  two  of  your  officers  for  good  conduct  during  your 
action  with  the  rebel  gunboats. 

It  is  not  the  custom  of  the  service  to  make  promotions  in  this  man¬ 
ner  except  for  sanguinary  actions,  where  life  has  been  greatly  exposed. 
The  gunboats  Lexington  and  Tyler ,  which,  even  within  close  range 
of  the  rebel  batteries  at  Columbus,  [Ivy.],  in  the  battle  of  Belmont, 
[Mo.],  where  1  man  was  killed  and  2  were  wounded,  yet  they  had 
no  officers  promoted  in  consequence.  Whereas  your  vessel  was  not 
within  range  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  although  you  made  every 
effort  to  secure  a  close  action.  Therefore  I  do  not  consider,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  I  should  be  justified  in  promoting  these 
officers.  At  the  same  time  I  fully  appreciate  their  readiness,  as  well 
as  that  of  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Essex ,  to  do  their  duty,  and 
no  doubt  but  that  they,  in  close  action,  would  fearlessly  show  deeds 
of  great  valor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Wm.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Essex ,  off  Fort  Jefferson ,  \Ky.\ 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Halleck ,  U.  S.  Army ,  responding  to  enquiry  regarding  the  mortar 
boats. 

Cairo,  January  21,  1862. 

General:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  17th  instant,  this  moment 
received,  referring  to  the  mortar  boats  being  of  much  advantage  in 
any  expedition  up  the  Tennessee  or  Cumberland  rivers,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  I  do  not  consider  the  mortar  boats  adapted  to  the 
proposed  service.  I  believe  that  the  gunboats  would  accomplish  any 
service  required  there,  independently  of  the  mortar  boats.  And  when 
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we  take  into  consideration  the  strength  of  the  current  in  these  rivers 
at  this  season  of  the  year  and  forward,  the  heavy  solid  timber  com¬ 
posing  the  mortar  boats,  rendering  them  so  difficult  to  be  towed  up 
stream,  with  their  being,  when  armed,  so  near  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  also  from  there  being  at  this  time  neither  mortars  nor  beds 
available  at  Pittsburg,  as  I  am  informed  by  Colonel  Symington,  I 
should  judge  that  it  was  not  at  all  feasible  to  depend  upon  the  mor¬ 
tars  for  the  purpose  indicated  in  your  note. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

,  Flag -Officer. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Conestoga,  stating  some  advantages  of  the  mortar  boats  for  oper¬ 
ations  in  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Paducah ,  January  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  telegram  of  this  morning  I  answered  by  the  simple 
expression  of  opinion  that  mortar  boats  could  be  used  to  advantage 
on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers. 

So  far  as  respects  the  towing,  I  have  not  had  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  mortar  boats  and  do  not  know  even  their  draft  of  water. 
I  presumed  they  were  designed  for  towing.  They  can  be  taken  up 
the  Tennessee  wherever  boats  can  ascend,  and  can  also  be  taken  up 
the  Cumberland  in  a  good  stage  of  water,  not  when  there  is  barely 
water  to  float  a  boat  of  51  feet  draft,  as  the  blockades  could  not  then 
be  passed.  This  boat,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  tow  one  or  two  mortar 
boats,  as  fast  as  the  neAV  boats  can  run. 

I  have  roughly  sketched  both  rivers  at  the  points  where  fortified. 
It  is  pretty  certain  that  the  rebels  have  obstructions  and  torpedoes 
sunk  in  these  streams,  upon  which  they  will  greatly  rely  for  their 
defense.  The  work  at  Fort  Henry  is  of  considerable  extent  and 
peculiar  construction,  and  apparently  ill  calculated  for  defense 
against  bombshells.  Hie  area  m  proportion  to  the  guns  mounted 
is  extraordinary,  and  gives  a  better  field  than  usual  for  the  operation 
of  mortars.  Panther  Creek  Island  is  1  mile  in  length,  and  the  head 
of  it  li  miles  from  the  fort.  The  usual  channel  is  on  the  left,  ascend- 
ing,  but  there  is  also  one  on  the  right,  both  narrow  and  crooked,  while 
above  the  island  the  water  is  of  good  depth  from  bank  to  bank  and 
my  belief  is  that  the  mortar  boats  can  be  placed  along  the  right  chan¬ 
nel  and  probably  near  enough  the  island  to  be  covered  by  the  dense 
forest  on  it,  while  their  distance  would  be  small  enough  to  admit  of 
nice  piactice.  The  mortar  boats  could  be  placed  in  position  under 
cover  of  gunboat  fire  at  considerable  range,  and  their  shells  then  fall¬ 
ing  m  the  fort  and  the  broadside  guns  of  the  gunboats  clearing  the 
shores  on  either  hand,  would  disconcert  the  rebels  in  the  use  of  Iheir 
guns  in  the  fort,  in  working  their  galvanic  batteries  for  exploding; 
torpedoes,  etc.,  and  in  their  defense  of  the  obstructions.  The  new 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


513  * 


gunboats,  to  render  really  the  most  effective  work  on  earth  fortifica¬ 
tions  or  so  complete  a  description,  should  be  placed  in  part  so  as  to 
dismount  the  rebel  guns— that  is,  near  by,  and  in  getting  there,  must 
take  all  the  chances  of  torpedoes  and  obstructions  whatever  thev  mav 
amount  to.  J 

Volunteers,  behind  heavy  earthworks,  may  endure  the  direct  fire 
of  shells  for  a  lengthened  period,  but  mortar  shells  falling  into  their 
midst  from  above,  they  never  will  be  brought  to  face  outside  of 
casemates. 

I  wholly  rely  upon  others  for  information  in  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  fort  at  Dover.  I  have  been  to  the  bend  where  a  boat’s  length 
would  have  placed  us  in  sight,  but  their  practice  has  all  been  pre¬ 
cisely  at  that,  point.  The  fort  on  the  right,  ascending,  is  at  the  base 
of  a  bluff,  where  a  ravine  reaches  the  river.  The  battery  on  the  left 
is  on  a  hill  back  from  the  river.  The  former  is  seen  1J  miles  and  the 
latter  1  mile.  I  he  mortar  boats  could  be  placed  under  the  banks  at 
moderate  ranges,  and  would  be  especially  useful  in  clearing  the  bat¬ 
tery  on  J ackson’s  Hill,  where  the  gunboats  would  fire  to  great  disad¬ 
vantage,  the  angle  being  bad.  I  believe,  too,  the  position  of  Fort 
Donelson  is  favorable  for  the  greatest  effect  of  bombshells,  both  in 
and  about  it.  Effective  mortar  boats  must  prove  the  most  destructive 
adversaries  earth  forts  can  have  to  contend  with. 

Having  been  underway  this  afternoon,  when  writing  is  quite  im¬ 
possible,  I  am  forced  to  send  you  but  rough  outlines  of  the  two  forts 
and  rivers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  G ' ommanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Conestoga ,  regarding  the  use  of  mortar  boats  in  the 
rivers. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Paducah ,  January  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  already  mailed  a  letter  to  you  when  I  received  your  note 
of  this  morning.  I  believe  that  an  efficient  mortar  boat  would  be 
worth  a  gunboat  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Henry,  but  the  mortar  must 
be  well  worked.  The  gunboats  will  fire  to  great  disadvantage,  as  the 
walls  are  much  higher  than  the  guns  of  the  boats.  If  the  shot  lodges 
in  the  embankment  it  does  no  harm ;  if  it  clears  the  parapet  it  clears 
everything;  if  it  be  a  shell,  the  fragments  in  bursting  only  reach  the 
rear  of  the  work.  Firing  at  long  range,  this  might  not  be  so;  those 
near  by  must  aim  to  dismount  guns  and  render  serving  them  perilous. 
It  would  be  precisely  at  this  point  that  mortar  shells,  in  leaving  no 
safety  behind  the  walls,  would  render  most  effective  aid  in  dislodging. 

I  have  never  seen  mortars  used  on  water.  Boats  of  the  kind  have 
been  very  successful  even  in  an  ocean  swell,  and  should  be  much  more 
so  in  these  still  waters.  If  those  in  Cairo  have  been  constructed  of 
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logs,  wholy  without  regard  to  towing,  it  will  be  something  of  an  un¬ 
dertaking  to  move  them,  but  any  obstacle  of  this  kind  can  be  over¬ 
come.  The  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  have  less  current  than  the 
Ohio. 

The  mortar  boats  are  probably  not  absolutely  required  at  either 
fort.  I  have  faith  to  believe  that  the  gunboats  can  reduce  the  works 
on  both  rivers;  still,  I  think  mortars  would  render  the  result  more 
certain. 

After  all,  their  value  would  much  depend  on  the  efficiency  of  the 
officers  in  charge.  Without  some  experts,  the  mortars  could  do  little 
good. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters,  Cairo ,  III. 

P-  S.  I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  the  two  fortifications  on  the 
Cumberland  between  Dover  and  Clarksville,  as  reported,  are  on  bluffs, 
one  about  100  feet  elevation  and  the  other  half  as  much.  At  both 
those  points  there  are  obstructions  in  the  river.  There  is  still  another 
battery  and  obstruction  between  Clarksville  and  Nashville,  27  miles 
below  the  latter  place.  4  hose  below  the  former  are  one  below  Red 
River,  miles  below  Clarksville;  and  one  20  miles  below,  at  the 
Checkered  House  Shoals.  There  is  likely  to  be  plentv  of  work 
for  mortar  boats  along  the  river.  I  question  about  the  battery  on 
Jacksons  Hill,  below  Dover;  it  would  be  bad  engineering;  still  it 
has  been  reported  by  various  persons. 

The  Cumberland  is  now  very  high. 

S.  L.  Phelps. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Hal- 
ieck,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  use  of  mortar  boats  in  Cumberland 
and  1  ennessee  rivers. 


Cairo,  J anuary  22, 1862. 

,  Generali  This  morning  I  have  received,  and  enclose  herewith,  a 
letter  ■  from  Lieutenant  Phelps,  who  has  been  stationed  at  Paducah, 
and  has  frequently  run  up  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers 
Lieutenant  Phelps  assigns  good  reasons  why  the  mortar  boats  might 
be  available  up  the  rivers  provided  they  could  there  be  placed  in 
efficient  condition.  Still,  the  difficulty  of  towing  boats  of  their  con¬ 
struction  against  the  strong  current,  and  for  otfier  reasons  assigned 
m  my  note  to  you  of  yesterday’s  date,  I  do  not  consider  it  feasible  to 
attempt  to  take  the  mortar  boats  up  these  rivers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

General  H.  W.  Halleck,  Flag-Officer. 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


*  See  preceding  report. 
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Report  of  Flag -Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  urgent  need 
Benta  °V  ^unjoa^s'’  an<^  ^ie  ^ach  of  steam  power  in  the  U.  S.  S. 


Cairo,  January  22,  1862. 

Sir :  I  have  sent  the  Department  this  day  a  telegram,  of  which  the 
toliowing  is  a  copy: 


The  seven  contract  gunboats  are  in  commission  and  will  be  ready  for  service 

T^lm:!rnetL  f  \Ve  win  endeavor  to  make  these  boats  efficient  with  600  men. 
These  are  wanted  immediately.  Will  you  send  them'? 


It,  is  extremely  painful  to  me  to  find  myself  unable,  with  all  my 
efforts,  to  ship  men  at  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Cincinnati,  and  Cleve¬ 
land,  together  with  Commander  Carter’s  attempt  to  ship  men  on  the 
lakes,  to  obtain  crews  for  the  gunboats.  I  have  sent  60  men  aboard 
of  each  gunboat,  making  a  deficiency  of  120  men  in  each  vessel.  How 
these  vessels  are  to  be  manned  unless  men  are  sent  us  from  the  East 
I  can  not  imagine.  General  Grant,  the  commanding  general  here,  has 
issued  a  proclamation  authorizing  men  to  ship  from  the  different 
regiments,  who  have  been  river  or  seafaring  men,  but  thus  far  very 
few  have  offered,  as  their  officers  are  opposed  to  reducing  their  com¬ 
panies.  It  is  the  general  impression  that  we  shall  obtain  but  very 
few  good  men  from  the  Army.  I  earnestly  entreat  the  Department, 
therefore,  to  send  us  at  least  600  good  men  immediately,  as  I  can  not 
believe  that  this  number  could,  at  any  other  point,  be  so  much  needed 
as  m  this  flotilla,  which  is  now  waiting  for  men  to  move  against 
Columbus  or  any  point  where  it  may  be  ordered. 

I  ha  \  e  informed  the  Department  of  the  want  of  steam  power  in 
the  Benton,  and  am  waiting  the  decision  of  the  War  Department 
about  her  engines.  I  had  frequently,  previously  to  the  trial,  ex¬ 
pressed  my  apprehensions  to  Mr.  Eads,  the  contractor,  that  the  Ben¬ 
ton  wanted  more  powerful  engines,  but  as  the  arrangements  were  all 
made  and  the  boat  was  building,  or  rather  being  converted  into  a 
gunboat  by  order  of  General  Fremont  when  I  arrived  at  St.  Louis, 
no  change  in  her  engines  was  made.  In  all  other  respects  the  Ben¬ 
ton  is  greatly  superior  to  any  gunboat  I  have  ever  seen.  The  report 
of  the  officers,  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Quartermaster-General 
Meigs,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Navy  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  IT.  Foote, 
Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  G. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  January  22,  1862. 

The  seven  contract  gunboats  are  in  commission  and  will  be  ready 
for  service  when  manned.  We  will  endeavor  to  make  these  boats 
efficient  with  600  men.  These  are  wanted  immediately.  Will  you 
send  them  ?  Please  telegraph  reply. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag -Officer. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  23,  1862. 
Orders  have  gone  to  General  Halleck  to  provide  men.  Copy  sent 
to  you  yesterday.  The  ships  on  the  Atlantic  are  waiting  for  men. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Expedition ,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

January  23,  [1862] — 3:15  p.  m. 

The  President  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  wishes  the  rafts 
and  mortars  and  all  their  appointments  to  be  got  ready  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

He  also  desires  to  know  what  can  be  done  here  to  advance  the  work ; 
what  is  lacking  with  you  and  what  is  being  done  at  Pittsburg  so  far 
as  you  know. 

The  President  further  directs  that  a  daily  telegraph  be  sent  to 
me  for  his  perusal,  stating  the  progress  or  lack  of  progress  in  the 
mortar  business. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

^  Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  January  23,  1862. 

Telegram  of  the  23d  received  last  evening.  I  have  sent  an 
officer  to  Pittsburg  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  mortar  and 
mortar  beds  and  to  hurry  their  completion.  My  last  dispatch  from 
Pittsburg  states  that  but  one  is  ready.  The  officer  gone  to  Pitts¬ 
burg  will  stop  at  Cincinnati  on  his  return  to  make  arrangements 
for  men  and  powder.  I  have  enclosed  to  you  a  copy  of  instructions 
to  the  officer  gone  to  Pittsburg,  also  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Colonel 
feymington. 


Lieutenant  Henry  A.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography , 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

W ashington,  D.  G . 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Quartermaster- 

General  U.  S.  Army ,  introducing  Quartermaster  Baxter ,  U.  S . 

Army ,  from  Cairo ,  III. 

Cairo,  January  23,  1862. 

General:  The  quartermaster  at  this  post,  Captain  Baxter,  leaves 
for  Washington  to-morrow  morning.  1  take  the  liberty  of  giving 
him  this  note  of  introduction,  remarking  that  the  army  creditors 
here  are  exceedingly  clamorous,  as  they  have  been  without  pay  from 
the  Government,  in  many  instances,  for  six  months. 

The  captain  has  made  a  good  impression  here,  and  I  have  told 
him  that  you  would  do  all  in  your  power  for  his  relief  consistent 
with  the  interests  of  the  service,  judging  you  from  your  uniform 
kindness  and  readiness  to  help  us  in  the  flotilla. 

We  are  waiting  for  men.  The  Secretary  this  instant  informs  me 
that  General  Halleck  has  been  directed  to  send  them.  I  warned  Mr. 
Eads  that  the  BentoNs  engine  would  not  be  of  sufficient  power. 
Still  we  can  make  a  kind  of  floating  battery  of  her,  if  you  will  not  put 
new  engines  in  her. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

A.  H.  Foote. 

General  Meigs. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  23,  1862. 

Can  we  have  600  men?  Army  officers  object  to  their  men  ship¬ 
ping.  Boats,  except  the  Benton,  are  in  commission  waiting  for  men. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Foote, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  means  for  testing  the  refected  guns  sent  to 
the  flotilla. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Navy  Department, 

W ashington  City,  January  23,  1862. 
My  Dear  Foote  :  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  correspondence  what 
is  contemplated  in  the  matters  of  IX-inch  guns  for  your  flotilla; 
but  in  addition  to  official  papers,  I  shall  tell  you  more. 

In  the  first  place,  Hitchcock  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  Bureau 
accepting  the  rejected  guns,  but  Dahlgren,  at  the  time,  objected  on 
a  point  of  professional  pride,  in  which  he  was  quite  right,  because, 
in  the  advancement  of  his  system,  he  did  not  wish  to  leave  a  possible 
risk  by  which  the  reputation  of  his  guns  might  suffer.  So  far  as  I 
can  judge,  from  all  sides,  I  think  the  guns  will  stand  any  work  that 
they  reasonably  can  be  put  to,  but  I  wish  you  to  bear  in  mind,  in 
case  the  new  guns  do  not  arrive  in  time,  that  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  always  fire  the  same  pieces — that  is  to  sajq  the  end  batteries,  but 
shift  them  after  every  twenty  or  thirty  rounds. 
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,  ^ 0  aiA  y°u  in  ascertaining  the  strength  of  the  guns  after  fire,  I 
nave  ordered  expressed  to  you  implements  for  taking  impressions  of 
the  interior  vents.  Use  a  composition  of  wax  and  tallow  sprinkled 
with  finely  powdered  charcoal,  and  only  when  the  impression  shows 
a  wavy  crack  like  this,1'  fore  and  aft  the  chamber,  does  a  shell  gun 
begin  to  show  signs  of  weakness.  This  indication  you  may  rely  upon, 
and  I  question  much  if  you  ever  do  see  it. 

You  will  remark  by  the  Bureau  letter  to  Mullany  that  he  is  to 
send  the  new  IX-inch,  one  by  one,  as  fast  as  they  are  ready,  and  I 
think  you  will  get  about  six  a  week.  I  hope,  my  friend,  that  what 
has  been  done  v  ill  not  disturb  your  calculations  or  delay  your  opera¬ 
tions  one  minute,  as  I  am  only  anxious  for  your  success  under  any 
and  all  circumstances. 

The  President  was  here  yesterday,  very  much  put  out  at  the  delay 
of  the  war  office  m  not  sooner  dispatching  the  mortars  to  Cairo,  and 
he  directed  me  to  take  the  business  in  hand  and  “put  it  through,” 

i  ^  i'ke  a  flash,  and  before  this  reaches  you  those  mortars 
will  be  down  upon  you. 

The  moment  your  telegram  came  last  night,  Fox  replied,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  men  you  require. 

I  write,  as  usual,  in  haste  and  up  to  my  eyes  in  work,  but  as  ever 
Faithfully,  your  friend, 

-ir  ;  H.  A.  Wise. 

More  smooth  howitzers  are  going  for  your  fleet. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Constable ,  super¬ 
intending  mortar  boats ,  to  proceed  to  Pittsburg  and  Cincinnati  on 
special  duty. 

Cairo,  January  2 3 ,  1862. 

SJR:  Ton  will  proceed  to  Pittsburg  without  delay  and  call  on 
Colonel  Symington  U.  S.  Army,  and  ascertain  from  him  the  number 
of  mortars  and  beds  ready  to  be  sent  here,  and  when  others  will  be 
finished  ready  to  send  us  for  the  mortar  boats.  You  will  also  visit 
the  foundry  and  call  upon  all  persons  connected  with  the  preparation 
of  the  mortars  and  beds  and  appliances.  You  will  make  arrange¬ 
ments  to  have  the  mortars  charged  and  plugged,  but  not  fused 

You  ™  nleaven  Pittsburg  as  soon  as  the  object  of  your  visit  is 
accomplished,  and  on  your  return  stop  at  Cincinnati  and  ascertain 
at.  what  time  the  powder  required  for  the  mortars  in  cylinders  can 
be  made  ready  for  us.  Ascertain  if  men  with  sweeps  can  be  pro¬ 
cured,  and  others  to  man  the  boats,,  and  at  what  time. 

Having  performed  this  duty,  you  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  return 
and  report  yourself  to  me.  ’ 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Captain  Constable,  Flag-Officer. 

Master  Superintendent  Mortar  Boats ,  Cairo. 


*  See  next  page. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Symington, 
U .  S.  Army ,  introducing  Captain  Constable ,  superintending  mortar 
boats  at  Cairo,  III. 

Cairo,  January  23, 1862. 

Colonel:  This  note  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Captain  Constable, 
acting  as  master  superintendent  of  the  mortar  boats,  who,  by  my 
directions,  visits  Pittsburg  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  num¬ 
ber  of  mortars  and  beds  ready  for  the  flotilla,  and  when  they  and  the 
others  will  be  ready  to  be  sent  to  this  place,  Cairo. 

The  President  wishes  to  have  the  mortar  beds  prepared  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  and  I  thus  send  to  Pittsburg,  requesting  of  you  to 
furnish  this  information,  and  to  give  Captain  Constable  any  other 
information  relating  to  this  matter  in  your  power.  Will  you  do  me 
the  favor  to  further  this  object  by  introducing  Captain  Constable 
to  other  parties  concerned  in  the  mortars  and  mortar  beds,  etc.? 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Colonel  Symington, 

Allegheny  Arsenal,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


Letter  from  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  to 

Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  expedite  the  forwarding  of 

guns  from  Pittsburg  to  Cairo. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington  City,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  You  were  telegraphed  on  the  21st  instant  not  to  send  more 
IX-inch  guns  to  New  York  until  further  orders,  and  to  get  ready 
with  all  possible  dispatch  sixteen  of  the  same  class  for  a  special 
purpose. 

2.  The  Bureau  now  informs  you  that  the  sixteen  guns  are  intended 
for  the  gunboat  flotilla  at  Cairo,  and  you  will  please  forward  the 
guns  by  the  quickest  means  of  transportation,  one  by  one,  as  fast  as 

They  can  be  delivered. 

3.  You  will  please  inform  the  Fort  Pitt  Founders  that  the  Bureau 
especially  and  urgently  requests  that  every  possible  exertion  may  be 
made  to  expedite  the  work  for  the  purpose  indicated  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance,  Pittsburg. 
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[Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  III.,  January  24,  1862. 

Shall  I  receive  the  Benton?  We  can  raise  her  wheel  18  inches  and 
increase  her  rudder  at  the  surface  of  the  water,  which  it  is  believed 
won  d  improve  her  speed  and  working.  The  expense  probably 
von  d  not  exceed  $2,000  and  the  work  to  be  done  in  less  than  three 
weeks.  1  lease  telegraph  reply  immediately. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Brigadier-General  M.  C.  Meigs,  ^  lag -Office) . 

Quartermaster-General ,  Washington,  D.  C.  ' 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Shirk ,  U.S.N avy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lexing¬ 
ton,  regarding  cooperative  expedition  in  the  Tennessee  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 
Paducah ,  January  21/.,  1862. 
Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report* 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  19th  instant,  I  received  orders 
fiom  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  to  convoy  the  transport 
Aeamei  V.  F.  71  ilson  with  a  cargo  of  commissary  stores  to  the  land¬ 
ing  at  Aurora,  on  the  Tennessee  River. 

I  left  Paducah  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  at  7  o’clock  and  arrived 
at  Aui  ora  at  3 :  30  a.  m.  on  the  next  day.  I  remained  there  until  noon 
of  the  21st,  when  I  received  a  note  from  Brigadier- General  Smith 

where  thrt™  COmG,™lth  the  Lexington  and  Wilson  to  the  point 
J  \  the  troops  were  then  encamped.  I  proceeded  to  Crown  Point 
n“dmf  ' (distant  about  49  miles  from  Paducah)  and  there  found 
General  Smith  with  his  command. 

At  the  request  of  General  Smith  I  then  proceeded  up  the  river  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  a  report  that  the  general 

Med  ThLd  f  WaS  \°  f6  efff*  that  Fort  Henry  had  been^vacu- 
ated.  I  had  not  gone  farther  than  3  miles  from- the  camp  before  I 

discovered  the  rebel  granbc.it  Dunbar  under  steam  going  up  the  viler 
and  distant  about  a  mile  ai  d  three-quarters  or  2  miles.  I  immediatelv 
gave  chase  and  dropped  a  6-inch  shot  just  astern  of  her  as  she  was 
rounding  an  island  m  tie  river  which  hid  her  from  us.  ’  As  she  is  a' 
leiy  fast  boat,  her  spee  1  being  equal  to  one  and  a  half  times  that 
of  this  vessel,  I  here  lost  sight  of  her. 

I  proceeded  up  the  river  to  the  foot  of  the  island  below  the  fort 

WL'l  ^n  ^>U  <  a?aln  se  tlie  Dunbar  and  another  steamer  at  the  fort 
Mhile  m  this  position  1  threw  several  shell  at  the  place  where  it  had 
jeen  reported  there  was  a  masked  battery  (the  same  spot  that  wm 
shelled  on  Friday  last  by  this  vessel  and  the  CoZtoZ  but  could 
not  elicit  any  reply.  I  aiso  dropped  a  shell  in  one  of  the  enemv’s 
camps,  with  what  result  I  do  not  know.  I  remained  in  siVht  of  tlJ 

h°nrfT  af°ut-half  fn  hour’  but  heard  nothing  of  it.  I  dicfnot  deem 
prudent,  being  alone,  to  go  within  reach  of  their  o-uns  I  saw  a 

fUuS  tott  41,6  f0rfOnd  h“vi.nS  ‘hul  accomplished 
Smith.  ’  d  t0  the  camP  ana  ^Ported  the  result  to  General 
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While  at  Aurora  I  heard  that  the  Dunbar  had  been  down  the  river 
as  far  as  Birmingham  (35  miles  from  Paducah)  on  Sunday,  and  that 
She  carried  two  brass  pieces.  This,  and  the  silence  of  the  reported 
masked  battery,  induced  me  to  believe  that  she  had  the  same  guns 
which  once  composed  that  battery. 

The  Dunbar  has  not  yet  been  altered.  She  has  no  bulwarks,  and 
has  still  her  upper  cabin  or  saloon  in  its  place.  She  is  painted  white 
and  looks  like  any  other  river  steamboat.  The  other  boat  that  we 
saw  at  the  fort  is  painted  black.  We  were  not  able  to  see  how  she 
was  built  up.  I  presume  that  it  was  the  gunboat  Eastport. 

On  Wednesday,  the  22d,  General  Smith  came  on  board  with  two 
members  of  his  staff  and  requested  me  to  take  him  up  the  river  within 
sight  of  the  fort.  I  did  so,  and  threw  several  shot  and  shell  at  it. 
One  of  the  shot  fell  in  the  water  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  works 
and  several  of  the  shell  burst  over  them.  The  enemy  fired  one  shot 
at  this  vessel,  which  fell  short  about  half  a  mile.  This  shot  was 
from  a  rifled  breech-loading  32-pounder. 

We  did  not  see  anything  of  either  the  Dunbar  or  Eastport ,  but  in 
their  places  were  two  stern-wheeled  boats,  which  got  underway  and 
stood  up  the  river  upon  our  approach. 

We  went  up  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  island,  and  inside  of  2 
miles  from  the  fort.  The  river  is  so  full  at  present  (and  is  still  ris¬ 
ing)  that  whenever  there  is  water  there  is  a  channel.  After  we  had 
drawn  the  fire  from  the  fort,  we  returned  them  one  shell,  which  we 
did  not  see  strike,  and  then  returned  to  the  camp. 

We  remained  there  at  the  request  of  General  Smith  until  the  army 
left  at  8:30  a.  m.,  toxlay,  when  the  Conestoga  (that  vessel  having 
arrived  at  daylight)  and  the  Lexington  started  for  this  place,  which 
we  reached  at  45  minutes  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces 

on  the  W estern  Waters ,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  25 ,  1862. 

As  the  mortar  boats  can  have  no  accommodations  for  cooking, 
sleeping,  or  carrying  provisions,  their  men  must  have  a  steamer  for 
their  accommodation.  Shall  I  purchase  or  hire  a  steamer  for  them  ? 
We  may  also  want  this  steamer  to  carry  ammunition  for  mortar 
boats,  as  their  magazines  leak  badly.  I  telegraphed  General  Meigs 
on  the  16th  instant  for  authority;  also  to  purchase  and  fit  up  a 
steamer  to  carry  reserved  ammunition  for  the  gunboats,  but  have  had 
no  reply.  I  have  made  arrangements  to  get  mortars  and  mortar  beds 
aboard  when  they  are  obtained.  A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag  -O  fleer. 

Lieutenant  Henry  A.  Wise, 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  27,  1862. 

-Nothing  yet  about  mortars  from  Pittsburg.  Telegraphic  wires  out 

of  order.  Waiting  to  hear  from  General  Meigs  about  the  Benton. 
lime  is  precious. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Henry  A.  Wise,  Flag-Officer. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Senmffiai  lefterfr°™the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- 
regard  t°o7e  °f  the  PreMent  “ 

Xavy  Department,  January  27,  1862. 
Hear  bra:  I  have  not  answered  your  letters  or  telegram  but  I  have 

atSedTo  bTteeCied  Ilf  Pr°Per  department  that  they  should  be 
attended  to.  It  was  on  these  matters  that  made  me  desirous  to  trans- 

fer  the  whole  thing  to  the  Navy  and  then  give  von  full  authorilv  to 

neoessaIX  m  J'0,,r  judgment.  It  is  impos- 
Die  tor  us  to  shake  oft  from  our  Department  some  little  blame  with 

S  facts  fm  Pe0i,k  "e™r  *•  investigate  th’ 

i  . d  he  President  is  very  much  exercised  in  the  matter  and  I  do  not 
blame  him.  He  telegraphed  to  Pittsburg,  and  they  replied  that  two 
beds  were  ready.  I  doubt  if  the  history  of  anv  war  e^er  furnished 

the\oa\s  bmhirti  lhe,pla,n  matured  and  commenced  last  summer 
e  boats  built,  the  gunboats  m  good  condition,  the  river  high  the 

be™  rZlv  ”^e  the. movement  coincide  with  others,  and  onVtwo 

ii  i ‘  -D  ie  Diesident  has  determined  to  remove  Pinlev  from 

a^oit  dh:;se  TSLSir  f ba/y  »n  ^ 

taken  this  matter  into  his  own  hands.  ’  eiy  wisely  has 

Yours,  truly, 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  ^  ^  F°X‘ 

Cairo,  III. 

There  are  several  ships  waiting  for  crew«  Vrm 
men  from  the  Navy.  crew...  1 0u  can  not  expect 
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Semiofficial  letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer 
Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  a  conference  with  the  President  in 
the  interest  of  the  flotilla. 


Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington  City,  January  27, 1862. 

My  Dear  Foote:  I  have  yours  of  the  22cl  and  rely  upon  it  that 
your  services,  almost  superhuman  as  they  are  and  have  been,  are  not 
only  appreciated  by  me,  but  by  all  your  friends  around  us,  from  the 
President  down;  and  let  me  add  that  the  mistake  of  Hitchcock’s 
naval  career  has  been  his  declension  of  your  command ;  and  now, 
although  he  is  trying  hard  to  get  a  ship,  he  will  never  get  one. 

With  reference  to  the  mortar  rafts,  Uncle  Abe,  as  you  already  know, 
has  gone  into  that  business  with  a  will,  making  his  first  demonstra¬ 
tion,  entre  nous ,  by  pitching  General  Ripley  out  of  his  Ordnance 
Bureau.  I  have  told  him  how  the  work  can  be  done  expeditiously, 
and  take  my  word  for  it,  my  friend,  that  the  wires  have  not  ceased 
vibrating  since,  nor  will  they  until  the  thing  is  done. 

Yesterday  a.  m.  came  your  second  telegram,  which  I  immediately 
sent  to  the  White  House,  and  in  the  evening  I  was  with  him  for  two 
hours,  and  Meigs  will  be  instructed  to-day  to  carry  out  your  views 
about  either  buying  or  chartering  a  steamer  and  also  with  reference 
to  the  suggestions  you  make  for  the  Benton. 

I  have  carefully  studied  the  plans  of  the  mortar  rafts,  and  quite 
agree  with  you  that  they  will  be  shaken  to  pieces  by  the  mortars. 
However,  the  way  to  decide  as  to  their  strength  would  be  to  mount  a 
mortar  on  one  of  the  staunchest  and  fire  twenty  or  thirty  rounds,  and 
the  result  will  be  conclusive  one-way  or  the  other. 

I  send  you  a  paper  showing  the  manner  the  mortars  are  arranged 
on  board  Porter’s  vessels,  where  they  work  beautifully,  and  as  your 
log  boats  will  be  fitted  similarly  the  sketch  may  prove  of  interest. 

With  reference  to  the  men  you  require,  Fox  told  me  they  had  been 
ordered,  but  since  there  has  been  some  unexpected  hitch,  which  shall 
be  cleared  up  the  moment  I  see  the  President  to-night. 

Be  certain  that  I  shall  do  all  I  can  for  you,  come  fair  weather  or 
foul,  and  I  make  no  doubt,  nor  ever  have,  but  that  the  whole  thing 
will  redound  to  your  reputation  and  honor. 

******* 
Yours,  faithfully, 

H.  A.  Wise. 


[Telegram.] 

January  28,  [1862] — 2  p.  m. 

The  President  authorizes  you  to  make  the  change  you  require  on 
the  Benton  on  the  terms  you  have  submitted  to  General  Meigs,  if  the 
work  can  positively  be  executed  by  the  22d  of  February  next. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  of  Ordnance. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Cairo,  III. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  28,  1862. 

Nothing  from  Pittsburg  yet  about  mortars,  as  telegraph  works 
badly. 

We  only  want  five  of  the  9-inch  guns,  as  the  remaining  eleven  guns 
are  on  the  battery  at  St.  Louis.  Do  not  send  but  five  guns  at  Cairo. 
Do  you  mean  that  Secretary  Fox  will  send  us  600  men  immediately? 
Do  get  General  Meigs  to  tell  me  what  to  do  with  the  Benton.  Tele¬ 
graph  immediately. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Halleck , 
U.  S.  Army ,  proposing  an  attack  upon  Fort  Henry. 

Cairo,  January  28, 1862. 

Commanding  Grant  and  myself  are  of  opinion  that  Fort  Henry, 
on  the  Tennessee  River,  can  be  carried  with  four  ironclad  gunboats 
and  troops  to  permanently  occupy. 

Have  you  authority  to  move  for  that  purpose  when  ready  ? 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag  -  Off  cer. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

If 

[Endorsement.] 

The  above  copy  was  furnished  by  Commodore  Foote,  who  requested 
me  to  verify  it  at  the  telegraph  office.  It  (the  office  copy)  differs  from 
the  above  slightly.  As  it  stands  above,  with  the  erasures  and  inter¬ 
lineations,  it  comports  with  the  office  copy.  Commodore  Foote 
thinks  his  copy  right,  as  he  says  he  would  hardly  have  addressed  you 
as  “  Commanding  Grant.” 

c.  c.  w. 


Letter  from  Flag-Off.cer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Halleck, 
U.  S.  Army,  proposing  an  attack  upon  Fort  Henry. 

Cairo,  January  28,  1862. 

General  Grant  and  myself  are  of  the  opinion  that  Fort  Henry,  on 
the  Tennessee  River,  can  be  carried  with  four  ironclad  gunboats  and 
troops,  and  be  permanently  occupied.  Have  we  your  authority  to 
move  for  that  purpose  when  ready  ? 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Off  cer. 

Major-General  Halleck. 

Note. — I  made  the  proposition  to  move  on  Fort  Henry  first  to 
General  Grant. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  2 9 , 1862. 

I  have  authority  to  alter  the  Benton  as  you  suggested.  Drive  on 
night  and  day  and  make  the  doctor  engine  and  raise  the  shafts  and 
all  necessary  repairs  required  to  finish  the  work  as  we  agreed 
upon.  It  must  be  done  in  three  weeks  certainly.  Telegraph  reply 
immediately. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Charles  Smith,  Esq., 

Niles  Works ,  Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  29 , 1862. 

Has  Captain  Constable  seen  you  about  mortar  and  mortar  beds? 

I  have  sent  him  to  Pittsburg  the  number  of  mortars  and  mortar 
beds  ready.  Please  to  let  me  know  if  he  is  there ;  also  give  me  infor¬ 
mation  when  I  can  have  mortars  and  mortar  beds  sent  here,  as  we 
are  waiting  for  them.  The  President  has  ordered  me  to  ascertain 
all  this  from  Pittsburg,  as  he  is  in  a  hurry  for  mortar  boats. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flay -Officer. 

Colonel  Symington,  U.  S.  Army, 

Allegheny  Arsenal ,  Pittsburg ,  Pa. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  [  January ]  29, 1862. 

I  am  waiting  for  General  Smith’s  report  on  road  from  Smithland 
to  Fort  Henry.  As  soon  as  that  is  received  will  give  order.  Mean¬ 
time,  have  everything  ready. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General. 

Commodore  Foote, 

Cairo. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Halleck, 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  proposed  attack  upon  Fort  Henry. 

Cairo,  January  29, 1862. 

General:  I  have  just  received  your  telegram  in  relation  to  Fort 
Henry  and  will  be  ready  with  four  ironclad  boats  early  on  Saturday. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  has  been  with  me  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  in  consultation  with  General  Grant  we  have  come  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that,  as  the  Tennessee  will  soon  fall,  the  movement  up  that 
river  is  desirable  early  next  week  (Monday),  or,  in  fact,  as  soon  as 

possible.  . 

Four  mortars  and  beds  are  en  route  from  Pittsburg  and  more  will 

soon  be  forwarded. 
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I  send  Lieutenant,  Prichett,  with  orders  to  report  to  you,  agree¬ 
able  to  your  suggestion  to  General  Grant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Major-General  HalLeck, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  1 Vest,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


P.  S. — The  roads  are  said  to  be  good  from  Paducah  to  Fort  Henry, 
even  at  this  season. 


A.  II.  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  2 9 , 1862. 

Four  mortars  and  mortar  beds  are  on  their  way  from  Pittsburg. 
I  have  ordered  copper  tanks  for  powder,  and  sent  an  officer  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati  for  flatboatmen.  A  powder  agent  will  come  to  see  me  to¬ 
morrow  night.  Arrangements  made  to  place  mortars  and  beds  into 
the  mortar  boats. 

Four  more  smoothbore  howitzers  are  wanted. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Lieutenant  Henry  A.  Wise, 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  30 ,  1862. 

(Received  31st.) 

It  is  reported  that  11,400  shells  for  the  mortars  have  been  ordered 
to  be  sent  here.  I  presume  this  is  a  mistake,  as  we  do  not  want  more 
than  3,000  for  the  thirty-eight,  mortars;  and  I  doubt  whether  the 
condition  of  several  of  the  mortar  boats,  and  the  width  of  the  river, 
will  enable  us  to  fit  any  more  than  twenty  available  mortar  boats.’ 
I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Sanford  to  Cincinnati  to  purchase  two  small 
steamers  of  1,000  tons  each,  the  price  for  each  not  to  exceed  $15,000, 
which  will  answer  our  purpose  better  than  one  steamer  of  a  larger 
size.  I  have  the  particular  steamers  in  view,  strong  and  cheap. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Jdureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January  31—10 :  1^5  a.  rn. 
Your  telegram  of  yesterday’s  date  is  received,  and  the  President 
directs  me  to  say  that  he  approves  of  your  design  for  the  purchase  of 
two  steamers  instead  of  one,  and  desires  you  to  go  ahead. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

.  TT  Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Cairo. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  expressing  the  approval  of  the  President  regarding  the 

propositions  of  the  latter. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  January  31,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  yesterday  came  this  a.  m.,  and 
I  immediately  laid  it  before  the  President,  who  directed  me  to  reply, 
approving  your  design  for  the  purchase  of  two  steamers. 

With  respect  to  the  mortar  rafts,  and  the  amount  of  shells  required 
for  the  mortars,  the  President  remarked  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
expedient  to  receive  all  the  mortars  and  shells  sent  to  Cairo,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  meet  any  probable  amount  of  work  that  may  be  demanded; 
that  he  wished  you  to  be  sure  when  you  opened  fire  on  Columbus  you 
would  have  it  in  your  power  “  to  rain  the  rebels  out  ”  as  he  desired  to 
“  treat  them  to  a  refreshing  shower  of  sulphur  and  brimstone.” 

The  President  added  his  commendation  of  the  energy  you  have 
displayed  in  the  matters  intrusted  to  your  charge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant,  Bureau  Hydrography  and  Ordnance. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla,  Cairo,  III. 


/Semiofficial  letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer 
Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  his  conference  with  the  President 
regarding  the  flotilla. 


Bureau  of  Ordnance,  January  31,  1862. 

My  Dear  Foote:  I  have  given  you  in  the  accompanying  dispatch 
the  purport  of  the  President’s  conversation.  He  is  an  evidently 
practical  man,  understands  precisely  what  he  wants,  and  is  not  turned 
aside  by  anyone  when  he  has  his  work  before  him. 

He  knows  and  appreciates  your  past  and  present  arduous  services, 
and  is  firmly  resolved  to  afford  you  every  aid  in  the  work  in  hand. 

The  additional  smooth  howitzers  you  asked  for  were  ordered  two 
days  ago. 

Great  haste,  faithfully  yours, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  January  31,  1862. 
(Received  9:30  a.  m.,  February  1.) 

I  will  send  by  mail  copy  of  orders  to  purchase  two  steamers. 

Please  send  1,200  barrels  of  powder  and  10,000  friction  primers. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  the  Army  will  not  permit  the  men,  as  the 
colonels  and  captains  do  not  readily  give  their  assent.  I  am  shipping 
men  by  “  runners  at  Chicago  and  elsewhere.” 
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I  can  move  with  four  armed  and  three  other  gunboats  at  any 
moment,  and  am  only  waiting  for  men  (with  the  exception  of  the 
Benton)  to  be  ready  with  all  the  gunboats. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag -Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U.  /S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Conestoga ,  of  a  preliminary  reconnoissance  to  Fort  Henry. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Paducah ,  January  31 , 1862. 

Sir:  I  went  up  to  Fort  Henry  last  night  with  this  boat  and  the 
Lexington ,  arriving  at  the  island  soon  after  daylight.  The  river  in 
good  stage,  but  falling.  At  the  island  the  water  has  fallen  3  feet. 
In  the  right  channel,  and  near  the  foot  of  the  island,  are  numerous 
buoys,  evidently  marking  the  location  of  some  kind  of  explosive 
machine  or  obstruction ;  these  I  think  we  can  rake  out  with  our  boats. 

The  Lexington  passed  up  that  side  of  the  island  a  few  days  since, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  torpedoes  (?)  have  been  placed  there  since 
to  prevent  the  use  of  that  channel.  This  would  argue  that  the  river 
above  the  head  of  the  island  is  full  of  such  devices.  Some  prepara¬ 
tion  should  be  made  in  anticipation  of  their  discovery.  The  old  boats 
must  use  the  right  channel  ascending  or  be  exposed  to  the  ricochet 
of  every  shot  fired  at  the  casemate  boats.  We  shall  have  first  to  clear 
the  shore  of  every  defense  of  these  obstructions  and  then  drag  them 
out.  The  vast  weight  and  heavy  timber  of  the  new  boats  will,  I 
should  think,  render  them  in  great  degree  free  from  injury  by  such 
inventions.  I  should  also  suppose  that  a  high  stage  of  water  would 
injure  the  destructive  effect. 

I  enquired  about  the  roads  along  the  ridge  between  the  two  rivers 
and  learn  that  it  is  hard,  but  the  country  hilly. 

There  is  evidently  a  large  force  at  Fort  Henry,  and  the  report 
everywhere  is  that  an  attack  is  anticipated  by  the  rebels  and  that  they 
are  prepared  to  defend  the  post  at  all  hazards. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters ,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  February  1 ,  1862. 

I  leave  early  to-morrow  with  four  armored  gunboats  on  an  expedi¬ 
tion  cooperating  with  the  army.  Senior  officer  will  telegraph  vou 
during  my  absence.  Nothing  new  about  the  mortars.  Twenty -nine 
men  shipped  from  regiments  yesterday  and  three  to-day. 


Lieutenant  Henry  A.  Wise,  ’  ^  -^00TE- 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  F oote ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Kilty ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  his  duties  as  senior  officer  during 
temporary  absence  of  the  former. 

Cairo,  February  1 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  During  my  absence  you  will,  as  the  senior  officer,  see  that  all 
things  here  connected  with  the  flotilla  have  proper  attention.  Com¬ 
mander  Pennock  will  inform  you  what  orders  are  unexecuted.  My 
secretary,  S.  Henriques,  will  give  you  varied  information. 

It  is  a  momentous  object  with  us  to  obtain  men,  and  I  wish  you 
to  inform  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  that  we  must  have 
all  the  men  we  can  properly  obtain  from  the  Army,  else  the  gunboats 
and  mortars  will  be  inefficient.  Also  infornffhim  that  you  will  daily 
telegraph  about  the  progress  of  the  mortar  boats  and  the  number 
of  men  daily  received  from  the  Army. 

You  will  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch  the  fitting  out  of  the 
mortar  boats  by  obtaining  such  things  as  are  necessary  for  them  in 
time,  so  that,  wThen  we  receive  the  mortars  and  their  beds,  all  other 
articles  to  complete  their  equipment  shall  be  ready.  Make  a  short 
telegram  daily  to  Lieutenant  Wise. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Offcer. 

Commander  A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Mound  City. 


Order  of  Flag-Offcer  Foote ,  U.  >S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Bryant ,  TJ .  S. 
Navy ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Fort  Holt ,  Ky. 

Cairo,  February  f ,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will,  without  delay,  proceed  to  the  anchorage  off  Fort- 
Holt,  [Ohio  River,  Ivy.]?  for  the  protection  of  this  locality  from  hos¬ 
tile  attack. 

[A.  H.  Foote.] 

Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  C.  Bryant. 


Order  of  Flag-Offcer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Porter ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex ,  to  proceed  to  Paducah ,  Ky. 

Cairo,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir:  At  1  o’clock  to-morrow  morning  you  will  proceed  with  the 
gunboat  Essex  under  your  command  (2d  instant)  to  Paducah,  Ky., 
and  there  await  my  arrival. 

I  leave  for  Paducah  in  the  gunboat  Tyler  at  9  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

You  will  probably  find  the  three  gunboats,  which  I  have  ordered 
to  leave  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning,  at  Paducah. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Commander  Wm.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Essex. 

n  w  b — vol  22 - 34 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Walke , 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Carondelet,  to  proceed  to 
Paducah ,  Ky. 

Cairo,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  At  daylight  to-morrow  morning,  the  2d  instant,  you  will  get 
underway  with  the  gunboat  Carondelet  and  proceed  directly  to  Pa¬ 
ducah,  Ky.  You  will  leave  this  place  by  6  a.  m. 

I  shall  leave  in  gunboat  Tyler  at  9  a.  m.  and  join  you  at  Paducah. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Henry  Walke. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  February  3,  1862. 

General  Grant  is  authorized  to  furnish  men  for  temporary  gunboat 
duty  by  detail.  Men  will  be  sent  from  here  as  soon  as  collected.  Ar¬ 
range  with  General  Grant  for  temporary  crews,  so  that  there  may  be 
no  delay. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Kilty,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  execution  of  work  at  Cairo. 

Paducah,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  written  to  the  fleet  captain  this  morning  directing 
him  to  inform  you  that  I  want  certain  orders,  named  in  his  letter, 
at  once  executed. 

You  will  confer  with  Commander  Pennock  and  have  the  Benton's 
masts  at  once  shipped,  as  I  presume  they  are  ready  to  be  stepped, 
and  you  will’  as  soon  as  possible,  put  the  Benton  in  commission  and 
see  that  everything  is  ready,  so  that,  before  her  shaft  is  raised,  she 
will  be  in  all  respects  ready  for  service.  You  will  also  give  Com¬ 
mander  Pennock  and  the  superintendent  of  the  mortar  boats  all  facili¬ 
ties  for  having  the  mortar  boats  ready  when  the  mortars  and  mortar 
beds  reach  Cairo,  and  place  the  first  mortar  bed  and  mortar  imme¬ 
diately  in  the  boat,  that  her  capacity  to  use  the  mortar  may  be  tested. 
You  will  daily  inform  Lieutenant  Wise,  per  telegram,  of  the  number 
of  men  that  you  ship  daily;  you  will  also  inform  General  Halleck 
of  the  few  men  we  have,  and  the  necessity  of  getting  more  imme¬ 
diately,  as,  if  we  do  not,  that  the  flotilla  will  be  inefficient  for  want 
of  men,  and  that  we  must  have  the  men  and  drill  them  for  several 
days  before  they  can  safely  be  taken  into  action. 

^  will  act  in  my  place  during  my  absence  and  use  your  discre¬ 
tion  in  forwarding  the  interests  of  the  flotilla,  conferring  with  Fleet 
Captain  Pennock. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

[A.  H.  Foote], 

Flag-Officer . 


Commander  A.  H.  Kilty, 

Senior  Officer  of  Flotilla,  Cairo. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Porter ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex,  to  proceed  in  company  with  the 

ZJ.  S.  S.  St.  Louis  to  Pine  Bluff,  Tennessee  River. 

Paducah,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  gunboats  Essex  and  St.  Louis  up 
the  Tennessee  as  far  as  Pine  Bluff,  a  distance  of  about  65  miles,  and 
there  await  my  arrival  in  the  Tyler,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
landing  of  the  troops  on  their  arrival  at  that  point. 

[A.  H.  Foote], 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Commander  Wm.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  ZJ.  S.  Gunboat  Essex. 


Order  of  Commander  Kilty,  ZJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  at  Cairo ,  to 
Commander  Dove ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  ZJ.  S.  S.  Louisville ,  to 
prepare  for  the  reception  of  troops  on  board  that  vessel. 


Commandant’s  Office, 

Cairo,  February  3, 1862. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote  to  man  one  of 
the  gunboats  remaining  here,  in  case  of  necessity,  with  such  force  as 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Army,  and  as  the  Louisville ,  under  your 
command,  is  nearer  completion  than  either  of  the  others,  you  will 
hold  her  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  any  troops  that  may  be 
suddenly  transferred  to  her.  Further  instructions  will  be  given  you 
in  the  event  of  such  transfer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Kilty, 
Commanding  Officer. 


Commander  B.  M.  Dov-e, 

Commanding  ZJ.  S.  Gunboat  Louisville ,  Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  3,  1862. 

Telegram  this  day  received  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  as  follows, 
from  Paducah : 


Telegraph  General  Halleck  that  we  want  men  immediately,  as  the  gunboats 
will  be  inefficient  without  the  men  are  sent  in  time  to  be  drilled. 

The  soldiers  volunteer,  but  can  not  get  the  consent  of  their  captains  and 


colonels. 


Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commanding  Officer. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  4,  1862. 
The  Secretary  of  War  to-day  gave  directions  to  detail  from  several 
Massachusetts  regiments  those  soldiers  who  have  been  seamen  up  to 
the  number  of  600.  These  will  be  sent  to  you  without  arms  or  officers 
in  detachments  of  100,  commencing  next  Monday. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  February  4,  1862. 

Please  inform  me  if  a  sufficient  number  of  men  are  likely  to  be 
shipped  for  the  flotilla,  either  at  Cairo  or  elsewhere,  and  if  the  nega¬ 
tive,  what  will  probably  be  the  number  required. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant ,  Ordnance. 

Senior  Naval  Officer. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  4 ,  1862. 

But  a  small  number  of  men  can  be  procured  here  or  at  St,  Louis 
from  the  Army.  Men  volunteer,  but  their  captains  and  colonels  ob¬ 
ject,  About  1,000  men  are  required  for  the  gunboats  and  TOO  for 
the  mortar  boats,  38  in  number.  We  are  trying  to  get  men  from 
Chicago,  but,  as  yet,  with  little  success. 

A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commanding  Officer. 

[Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department .] 


Letter  from  Commander  Kilty ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Halleck ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  a  transfer  of  men  from  the  Army 
to  the  flotilla. 

Cairo,  February  4 ,  1862. 

General  :  Your  telegram  of  the  3d  instant  is  received. 

It  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Flag-Officer  Foote’s  telegram  of 
the  same  date,  an  extract  of  which  was  telegraphed  to  you,  had  refer¬ 
ence  to  a  permanent  transfer  of  men  from  the  Army  to  the  flotilla. 
There  is  no  need  of  a  temporary  supply,  unless  there  should  be  an 
attack  upon  Cairo,  in  which  case  I  am  directed  by  Flag-Officer  Foote 
to  call  upon  the  commanding  officer  of  this  post  for  a  force  sufficient 
to  man,  temporarily,  the  gunboats  remaining  here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Kilty, 

For  Flag-Officer  Foote. 

Major-General  Halleck. 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  5 ,  1862. 

Will  have  a  mortar  mounted  and  probably  tested  to-morrow.  Ad¬ 
vices  of  four  more  mortars  and  two  beds  on  the  road.  No  implements 
arrived,  are  advised. 

Four  men  shipped  to-day. 

A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commanding  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


Order  of  Commander  Kilty ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Dove ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Louisville ,  to  proceed  on  special  duty 
to  Fort  Holt ,  K y. 


Cairo,  February  5,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  forthwith  to  the  anchorage  near  Fort  Holt 
with  the  Louisville  under  your  command  and  take  on  board  the  crew 
of  the  Cairo ,  which  vessel  you  will  send  immediately  to  this  place 
for  repairs.  You  will  be  guided  in  your  future  movements  by  the 
instructions  given  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant  by  Flag-Officer 
A.  H.  Foote. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commander ,  for  Flag-Officer  Foote. 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Louisville ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Commander  Kilty ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Bryant , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  for  the  temporary  transfer  of  the  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Cairo. 

Cairo,  February  5, 1862. 

Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this,  you  will  transfer  temporarily  the  crew  of 
the  Cairo  to  the  Louisville ,  Commander  Dove,  retaining  only  such 
men  as  may  be  necessary  to  bring  the  Cairo  to  this  place  for  repairs. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Kilty, 
Commanding  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  C.  Bryant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Cairo. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  T V dike, 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  co7rimanding  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet ,  assigning  a  signal 
number  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Cincinnati,  February  5 ,  1862. 
No.  two  (2)  of  the  present  code  of  signals  will  be  your  distin¬ 
guishing  number,  and  will  be  kept  flying  by  the  flagship  until  you 
give  evidence  of  having  seen  it  by  hoisting  the  answering  pennant. 
The  signal  will  then  immediately  follow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  Walke, 

Carondelet ,  Present. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  6,  1862. 

(Received  7th.) 

One  mortar  mounted  to-day  and  no  men  shipped. 

I  will  test  mortar  to-morrow.  Only  four  mortar  beds  here;  two 
more  expected  to-morrow. 

The  work  on  steamer  Benton  progressing. 

A.  H.  Kiltt, 

Commanding  Officer. 

[Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department .] 


Capture  of  Fort  Henry ,  Tennessee ,  February  6 ,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  preliminary  movement  of  his 
command  up  the  Tennessee  River,  transmitting  copies  of  orders  to  command¬ 
ing  officers. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Paducah ,  February  3 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  Cairo  yesterday 
with  this  vessel,  having  ordered  the  armored  gunboats  Essex,  Caron¬ 
delet,  Cincinnati ,  and  St.  Louis  to  precede  me  to  Paducah,  and 
arrived  here  last  evening. 

To-day  I  purpose  ascending  the  Tennessee  River  with  the  four 
new  armored  boats  and  the  old  gunboats  Tyler,  Conestoga,  and  Lex¬ 
ington,  in  convoy  of  the  troops  under  General  Grant,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  conjointly  attacking  and  occupying  Fort  Henry  and  the  rail¬ 
road  bridge  connecting  Bowling  Green  with  Columbus. 

The  transports  have  not  yet  arrived,  although  expected  last  night 
from  Cairo,  which  causes  detention,  while,  in  the  meantime,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  river  is  falling.  I  am  ready  with  the  seven  gunboats 
to  act  offensively  whenever  the  army  is  in  condition  to  advance,  and 
have  every  confidence,  under  God,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  silence 
the  guns  at  Fort  Henry  and  its  surroundings;  notwithstanding,  I 
have  been  obliged,  for  want  of  men,  to  take  from  the  five  boats 
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remaining  at  Cairo  all  the  men  except  a  sufficient  number  to  man 
one  gunboat  for  the  protection  of  that  important  post. 

I  have  left  Commander  Ivilty  as  senior  officer  in  charge  of  the 
guns  and  mortar  boats  at  Cairo,  ordering  him,  with  the  assistance 
of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  to  use  every  effort  in  obtaining  men  and 
forwarding  the  early  equipment  of  the  mortar  boats.  It  is  pecul¬ 
iarly  unfortunate  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  men  for  the 
flotilla,  as  they  only  are  wanting  to  enable  me  to  have  at  this  moment 
eleven  full-manned,  instead  of  seven  partially  manned,  gunboats, 
ready  for  efficient  operations  at  any  point.  The  volunteers  from  the 
army  to  go  in  the  gunboats  exceed  the  number  of  men  required,  but 
the  derangement  of  companies  and  regiments,  in  permitting  them  to 
leave,  is  the  reason  assigned  for  not  more  than  fifty  of  the  number 
having  been  thus  far  transferred  to  the  flotilla. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  gunboats 
in  anticipation  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Henry;  also  a  copy  of  orders 
to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  who  will  have  more  especially 
charge  of  the  old  gunboats  and  operate  in  a  less  exposed  condition 
than  the  armored  boats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 

I  proceed  up  the  Tennessee  early  in  the  morning,  and  will  there 
make  the  Cincinnati  my  flagship. 

A.  H.  F. 

P.  S. — Several  transports  with  troops  have  just  arrived. 

A.  H.  F. 


[Enclosures.] 


Special  Orders,  )  U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

No.  1.  j  Ohio  River,  February  2, 1862. 

The  captains  of  the  gunboats,  before  going  into  action,  will  always 
see  that  the  hoods  covering  the  gratings  of  the  hatches  at  the  bows 
and  sterns  and  elsewhere  are  taken  off,  otherwise  great  injury  will 
result  from  the  concussion  of  the  guns  in  firing.  The  anchors  also 
must  be  unstocked  if  they  interfere  with  the  range  of  the  bow  guns. 

In  attacking  the  fort,  the  first  order  of  steaming  will  be  observed ; 
as,  by  the  vessels  being  parallel,  they  will  be  much  less  exposed  to 
the  enemy’s  range  than  if  not  in  a  parallel  line,  and  by  moving  ahead 
or  astern,  which  all  the  vessels  will  do  by  following  the  motions  of 
the  flagship,  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  enemy  to  get  an  accurate  range 
of  the  gunboats. 

Equal  distances  from  one  another  must  be  observed  by  all  the  ves¬ 
sels  in  action.  The  flagship  will,  of  course,  open  the  fire  first,  and 
then  others  will  follow  when  good  sight  of  the  enemy’s  guns  in  the 
fort  can  be  obtained. 

There  must  be  no  firing  until  correct  sights  can  be  obtained,  as  this 
would  not  only  be  throwing  away  ammunition,  but  it  would  encour- 
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age  the  enemy  to  see  us  firing  wildly  and  harmlessly  at  the  fort.  The 
captains  will  enforce  upon  their  men  the  absolute  necessity  of  ob¬ 
serving  this  order,  and  let  it  be  also  distinctly  impressed  upon  the 
mind  of  every  man  firing  a  gun  that,  while  the  first  shot  may  be 
either  of  too  much  elevation  or  too  little,  there  is  no  excuse  for  a 
second  wild  fire,  as  the  first  will  indicate  the  inaccuracy  of  the  aim  of 
the  gun,  which  must  be  elevated  or  depressed,  or  trained,  as  circum¬ 
stances  require.  Let  it  be  reiterated  that  random  firing  is  not  only 
a  mere  waste  of  ammunition,  but,  what  is  far  worse,  it  encourages 
the  enemy  when  he  sees  shot  and  shell  falling  harmlessly  about  and 
beyond  him. 

The  great  object  is  to  dismount  the  guns  in  the  fort  by  the  accu- 
racjr  of  our  fire,  although  a  shell  in  the  meantime  may  occasionally 
be  thrown  in  among  a  body  of  the  enemy’s  troops.  Great  caution 
will  be  observed,  lest  our  own  troops  are  mistaken  for  the  enemy. 

When  the  flagship  ceases  firing,  it  will  be  a  signal  for  the  other 
vessels  also  to  cease,  as  the  ceasing  of  fire  will  indicate  the  surrender, 
or  the  readiness  to  surrender  the  fort.  As  the  vessels  will  all  be  so 
near  one  another,  verbal  communication  will  be  had  with  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  when  it  is  wanted.  The  commander  in  chief  has 
every  confidence  in  the  spirit  and  valor  of  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  and  his  only  solicitude  arises  lest  the  firing  should  be  too 
rapid  for  precision,  and  that  coolness  and  order,  so  essential  to  com¬ 
plete  success,  should  not  be  observed,  and  hence  he  has  in  this  general 
order  expressed  his  views,  which  must  be  observed  by  all  under  his 
command. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


Special  Orders,  )  U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

No.  2.  j  Ohio  River ,  February  2, 1862. 

The  division  of  the  three  gunboats,  not  armored,  and  consequently, 
not  prepared  to  encounter  at  so  short  a  range  the  batteries  of  the 
fort  as  the  four  armored  boats,  will  take  a  position  astern,  and,  if 
practicable,  inshore  on  the  right  of  the  main  division.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Phelps,  in  charge  of  this  division,  from  his  great 
experience  and  successful  charge  of  our  interest,  for  most  of  the  time 
on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers,  will,  I  trust,  be  enabled  to 
throAv  shells  into  Fort  Llenry  with  no  greater  exposure  to  his  divi¬ 
sion,  comparatively,  than  that  of  the  armored  boats,  while  the  main 
division,  more  directly  in  the  face  of  the  fort,  attempts  to  dismount 
its  guns  in  close  range  by  a  more  direct  fire.  The  captains  of  this 
division  will  also  see  that  no  gun  is  fired  without  accurate  aim,  as 
we  have  no  ammunition  to  throw  away,  but,  what  would  be  far  worse, 
rapid,  random,  harmless  firing  would  encourage  the  enemy  to  a  more 
determined  resistance. 

Great  care  must  be  observed  lest  our  troops  should  be  mistaken  for 
the  enemy.  When  the  main  division  ceases  firing,  it  will  be  an  indi¬ 
cation  that  the  fort  is  ready  to  surrender. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 
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Special  Orders,  )  U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

No.  3.  f  Paducah ,  February  2,  1862. 

Lieutenant-Commanding  Phelps  will,  as  soon  as  the  fort  shall 
have  surrendered  and  upon  signal  from  the  flagship,  proceed  with 
the  Conestoga ,  Tyler ,  and  Lexington  up  the  river  to  where  the  rail¬ 
road  bridge  crosses,  and,  if  the  army  shall  not  already  have  got 
possession,  he  will  destroy  so  much  of  the  track  as  will  entirely  pre¬ 
vent  its  use  by  the  rebels. 

He  will  then  proceed  as  far  up  the  river  as  the  stage  of  water  will 
admit  and  capture  the  enemy’s  gunboats  and  other  vessels  which 
might  prove  available  to  the  enemy. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Cincinnati, 

Off  Fort  Henry ,  Tennessee  River ,  February  d,  1862. 

(Received  7th.) 

The  gunboats  under  my  command,  Essex ,  Commander  Porter; 
Carondelet ,  Commander  Walke;  Cincinnati ,  Commander  Stembel; 
St.  Louis ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding;  Conestoga ,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Phelps;  Tyler ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin, 
and  Lexington ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  after  a  severe  and 
rapid  fire  of  one  hour  and  a  quarter,  have  captured  Fort  Henry  and 
have  taken  General  Lloyd  Tilghman  and  his  staff,  with  60  men,  as 
prisoners.  The  surrender  to  the  gunboats  was  unconditional,  as  we 
kept  an  open  fire  upon  them  until  their  flag  was  struck.  In  half 
an  hour  after  the  surrender  I  handed  the  fort  and  prisoners  over  to 
General  Grant,-  commanding  the  army,  on  his  arrival  at  the  fort  in 
force.  The  Essex  had  a  shot  in  her  boilers,  and  after  fighting  most 
effectually  for  two-thirds  of  the  action  was  obliged  to  drop  down 
the  river,  as  I  hear  that  several  of  her  men  were  scalded  to  death, 
including  the  two  pilots.  She,  with  the  other  gunboats,  officers  and 
men,  fought  with  the  greatest  gallantry.  The  Cincinnati  received 
31  shots  and  had  1  man  killed  and  8  wounded,  2  seriously.  The  fort, 
with  20  guns  and  17  mounted,  was  defended  by  General  Tilghman 
with  the  most  determined  gallantry.  I  will  write  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  and  three  gun¬ 
boats  after  the  rebel  gunboats. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U  S.  Navy. 

Cairo,  III.,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant,  at  12:30 
p.  m,,  I  made  an  attack  on  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  with 
the  ironclad  gunboats  Cincinnati ,  Commander  Stembel;  the  flagship 
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Essex ,  Commander  Porter  ;  C arondelet,  Commander  Walke,  and  St. 
Louis ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding;  also  taking  with  me  the 
three  old  gunboats,  Conestoga ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps;  the 
Tyler ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin,  and  the  Lexington ,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Shirk,  as  a  second  division,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Phelps,  which  took  position  astern  and  inshore  of  the 
armored  boats,  doing  good  execution  there  in  the  action,  while  the 
armored  boats  were  placed  in  the  first  order  of  steaming,  approach¬ 
ing  the  fort  in  a  parallel  line. 

The  fire  was  opened  at  1,700  yards  distant  from  the  flagship,  which 
was  followed  by  the  other  gunboats  and  responded  to  by  the  fort. 
As  we  approached  the  fort  under  slow  steaming,  .till  we  reached 
within  600  yards  of  the  rebel  batteries,  the  fire  both  from  the  gun¬ 
boats  and  fort  increased  in  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  range.  At 
twenty  minutes  before  the  rebel  flag  was  struck,  the  Essex  unfortu¬ 
nately  received  a  shot  in  her  boilers,  which  resulted  in  the  wounding, 
by  scalding,  of  29  officers  and  men,  including  Commander  Porter,  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  list  of  casualties.  The  Essex  then  neces¬ 
sarily  dropped  out  of  line,  astern,  entirely  disabled  and  unable  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  fight,  in  which  she  had  so  gallantly  participated  until  the 
sad  catastrophe.  The  firing  continued  with  unabated  rapidity  and 
effect  upon  the  three  gunboats  as  they  continued  still  to  approach  the 
fort,  with  their  destructive  fire,  until  the  rebel  flag  was  hauled  down, 
after  a  very  severe  and  closely  contested  action  of  one  hour  and  fif¬ 
teen  minutes. 

A  boat  containing  the  adjutant-general  and  captain  of  engineers 
came  alongside  after  the  flag  was  lowered  and  reported  that  General 
Lloyd  Tilghman,  the  commander  of  the  fort,  wished  to  communicate 
with  the  flag-officer,  when  I  dispatched  Commander  Stembel  and 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  orders  to  hoist  the  American 
flag  where  the  secession  ensign  had  been  flying,  and  to  inform  Gen¬ 
eral  Tilghman  that  I  would  see  him  on  board  the  flagship.  He 
came  on  board  soon  after  the  Union  had  been  substituted  by  Com¬ 
mander  Stembel  for  the  rebel  flag  on  the  fort,  and  possession  taken. 

I  received  the  general,  his  staff,  and  some  60  or  70  men  as  prisoners, 
and  a  hospital  ship  containing  60  invalids,  together  with  the  fort  and 
its  effects,  mounting  twenty  guns,  mostly  of  heavy  caliber,  with  bar¬ 
racks  and  tents  capable  of  accommodating  15,000  men,  and  sundry 
articles,  which,  as  I  turned  the  fort  and  its  effects  over  to  General 
Grant,  commanding  the  army,  on  his  arrival  in  an  hour  after  we 
had  made  the  capture,  he  will  be  enabled  to  give  the  Government  a 
more  correct  statement  than  I  am  enabled  to  communicate  from  the 
short  time  I  had  possession  of  the  fort. 

The  plan  of  attack,  so  far  as  the  army  reaching  the  rear  of  the 
fort  to  make  a  demonstration  simultaneously  with  the  navy,  was 
frustrated  by  the  excessively  muddy  roads  and  high  stage  of  water 
preventing  the  arrival  of  our  troops  until  some  time  after  I  had  taken 
possession  of  the  fort. 

On  securing  the  prisoners  and  making  necessary  or  preliminary 
arrangements,  I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  with 
his  division  up  the  Tennessee  River,  as  I  had  previously  directed, 
and  as  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  orders  to  him  to  remove  the  rails 
and  so  far  render  the  bridge  incapable  of  railroad  transportation 
and  communication  between  Bowling  Green  and  Columbus,  and 
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afterwards  to  pursue  the  rebel  gunboats  and  secure  their  capture  if 
possible. 

This  being  accomplished,  and  the  army  in  possession  of  the  fort, 
and  my  services  being  indispensable  at  Cairo,  I  left  Fort  Henry  in 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  with  the  Cincinnati ,  Essex  and  St. 
Louis ,  and  arrived  here  this  morning. 

The  armored  gunboats  resisted  effectually  the  shot  of  the  enemy 
when  striking  the  casemate.  The  Cincinnati ,  flagship,  received  31 
shot;  the  Essex ,  15;  the  St.  Louis ,  7;  and  Carondelet ,  6;  killing  1 
and  wounding  .9  in  the  Cincinnati  and  killing  1  in  the  Essex ,  while 
the  casualties  in  the  latter  from  steam  amounted  to  28  in  number. 
The  C arondelet  and  St.  Louis  met  with  no  casualties. 

The  steamers  were  admirably  handled  by  their  commanders  and 
officers,  presenting  only  their  bow  guns  to  the  enemy  to  avoid  ex¬ 
posure  of  the  vulnerable  parts  of  their  vessels.  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  also  executed  my  orders  very 
effectually,  and  promptly  proceeded  up  the  river  in  their  further 
execution  after  the  capture  of  the  fort.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  and 
men  gallantly  performed  their  duty,  and,  considering  the  little  ex¬ 
perience  they  have  had  under  fire,  far  more  than  realized  my 
expectations. 

Fort  Henry  was  defended  with  the  most  determined  gallantry  by 
General  Tilghman,  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  who,  from  his  own 
account,  went  into  the  action  with  eleven  guns  of  heavy  caliber 
bearing  upon  our  boats,  which  he  fought  until  seven  of  the  number 
were  dismounted  or  otherwise  rendered  useless. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Major-General  Halleck.] 

\  [Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Cincinnati,  February  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  casualties  on  board  this 
vessel  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Henry  from  the  effects  of 
the  enemy’s  fire  were :  Killed,  1 ;  wounded,  9.  Total,  10. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  N.  Stembel, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters. 
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Report  of  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Essex. 

Sir:  As  Captain  Porter  is  unable  to  write,  he  has  directed  me  to 
send  you  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  on  this  vessel. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Casualty. 

W.  D.  Porter..  .  _ _  „  _ _ _ 

Scalded. 

Do. 

Scalded  badly. 

Killed,  cannon  shot. 
Killed  by  scalding. 
Do. 

Scalded  badly. 
Missing. 

Do. 

Scalded  badly. 
Missing. 

Killed  by  scalding. 
Scalded. 

Do. 

Killed  by  scalding. 
Scalded  badly. 

Do. 

Scalded  slight. 
Scalded  badly. 

Do. 

Missing. 

Killed  by  scalding. 
Scalded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Missing. 

Scalded . 

Scalded  badly. 

J.  H.  Lewis _  _  .  . 

T.  P.  Perry _ _ _ _  ... _  _ 

S.  B.  Britton  _  ...  _  _ _ _ 

Master’s  mate 

James  McBride  ..  _  _  _ 

Pilot _ 

M.  H.  Ford _  _ 

_do _  _  _  __  _ 

John  Mathews..  _  _ 

A.  D.  Waterman _ _  _  _ 

Henry  Gemper..  .  _  _ _  _  .  _ 

Samuel  Bayer..  _  _  _ 

John  Lantz  _  _ _ 

James  Coffey..  .  _  _ 

N.  McCartey..  _  _ 

H.  Hagan _  _ 

Dana  Wilson...  ...  _ 

do 

Ben.  Harrington _  _  _ 1  do 

William  O’Brine..  _ 

Thomas  Muller.. _ _  _ 

W.  H.  Maxav..  ...  _  _ _ 

T.  Sullivan.  _  .  _  . 

James  Bedard  ..  .  .  .... 

J.  P.  Breas _  .  _ 

John  O’Hana..  _  _  ... 

John  Costello  .  _  _ 

•T.  .J.  Philip _  _ _  _ 

B.  Soula  ._  ...  _ 

H.  Reynolds _  .  _  _ 

James  Argus..  .  _ 

Thomas  Willitt 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  had  19  soldiers,  of  which  9  were 
scalded,  4  of  which  have  since  died. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  K.  Riley, 

Executive  Officer  U.  S.  Gunboat  Essex. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Fort  Ilenry ,  Tennessee  River ,  February  8 , 1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  special  order  of  the  2d  instant,  and 
in  accordance  to  your  signal  number  (1218)  of  the  morning  of  the 
6th,  I  respectfully  report  the  incidents  which  occurred  on  board  this 
vessel  connected  with  the  victory  you  so  nobly  won  in  the  capture  of 
Fort  Ilenry  on  that  day. 

The  Carondelet  was  kept  in  line  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the 
other  boats  (first  order  of  steaming),  with  the  exception  of  being 
interlocked  with  the  St.  Lords  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time,  in 
consequence  of  being  crowded,  and  by  mistake  of  our  pilot  in  ringing 
the  bell  to  back  instead  of  the  one  to  go  ahead,  according  to  mv 
repeated  orders,  the  boat  lost  one  length  astern  of  her  position  for 
the  space  of  two  or  three  minutes.  The  mistake  being  immediately 
corrected,  she  resumed  her  position  in  line,  keeping  up  a  continued, 
steady,  and  careful  firing  upon  the  enemy’s  batteries  from  the  instant 
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you  fired  your  first  gun  until  he  struck.  None  killed  or  wounded  on 
board. 

The  Carondelet  was  struck  nine  or  ten  times  during -the  engage¬ 
ment  by  the  enemy’s  shot,  as  follows:  Five  times  on  plating  of  the 
bow,  four  of  which  were  within  8  inches  of  the  ports ;  one  upon  the 
starboard  bow,  under  water;  one  on  the  port  broadside,  cutting  the 
timbers  and  planking  some  6  feet;  one  taking  away  a  section  of  the 
port  hammock  nettings ;  one  taking  away  a  portion  of  the  port  awning 
stanchion,  and  another  cutting  away  the  gig’s  falls. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  and  pride  that  I  have  to  state  that,  during 
the  action,  the  officers  and  crew  under  my  command  performed  their 
duties  with  perfect  courage,  coolness,  and  ability,  so  far  as  I  could 
observe;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  from  what  I  have  seen  and 
heard  on  shore,  that  their  aim  was  correct,  their  shot  striking  with 
terrible  effect  on  Fort  Henry. 

With  my  most  sincere  congratulations,  I  have  the  honor,  sir  [to  be], 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


Report  of  the  pilot  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Carondelet. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Off  Fort  Henry ,  February  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Captain  Walke,  I  take  pleasure  in  making 
a  statement  to  you  in  relation  to  the  running  of  our  boat,  the  Caron- 
delet ,  during  the  action  of  the  6th  instant  in  bombarding  Fort  Henry. 

The  bell  lines  of  our  boat  had  been  reversed  bv  the  carpenter  a  few 
hours  before  we  went  into  action,  and  when  I  was  ordered  to  go 
ahead  by  Captain  Walke,  I  by  mistake  rang  the  wrong  bell,  which 
backed  the  boat  about  the  half  length  of  herself  instead  of  going 
ahead  as  I  desired.  As  soon  as  I  discovered  the  mistake,  I  corrected 
it  and  ran  the  boat  forward  as  directed. 

It  was  also  impossible  to  guide  the  boat  as  I  wished  on  account  of 
the  gunboat  St.  Louis  flanking  against  us  on  our  port  side,  we  being 
too  near  the  flagship  on  our  starboard  side  to  keep  away  from  her. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Weaver, 

Pilot. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Shirk,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Lexington. 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 
Tennessee  River ,  February  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  During  the  late  attack  upon  Fort  Henry  there  were  expended 
on  board  this  vessel  37  10-second  and  15-second  shell.  The  guns 
were  served  with  much  precision,  the  shells  in  almost  every  instance 
falling  and  exploding  in  the  fort. 
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I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  no  casualties,  the  vessel  escaping 
unhurt,  although  during  the  action  the  shot  of  the  enemy  at  times 
fell  very  near  us. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  spirit  and  patriotism  displayed 
by  the  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel. 

Congratulating  you  upon  the  successful  termination  of  the  attack 
upon  the  fort  by  the  squadron  under  your  command,  and  upon  your 
having  once  more  planted  the  flag  of  our  Union  upon  the  soil  of 
Tennessee, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 

>  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  the  commanding 

officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga. 

Cumberland  River,  February  15 ,  1862. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
S.  L.  Phelps,  commanding  the  second  division  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
Henry  on  the  6th  instant,  which  should  have  been  forwarded  with  my 
dispatches  communicating  to  the  Department  the  capture  of  that  fort. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W  ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Conestoga. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Fort  Henry ,  Tenn .,  February  6 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  your  directions,  the  division  of  gunboats 
under  my  command,  consisting  of  the  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Gwin;  Lexington ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  and  this  vessel, 
in  the  attack  of  this  morning  on  this  work,  took  up  a  position  upon 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  and  opened  fire  with  shells  immediately 
after  your  first  gun  was  fired  and  continued  firing  till  the  rebel  flag 
was  hauled  down,  having  succeeded  in  throwing  shells  without 
firing  over  your  flagship  or  over  the  other  iron-plated  boats  in 
close  contest  with  the  fort.  There  were  fired  from  this  vessel  75 
32-pounder  shells,  14  12-pounder  rifled  shells,  and  2  round  shot.  No 
injury  was  done  either  of  the  vessels  and  no  casualties  occurred, 
though  we  were  at  times  exposed  to  the  ricochet  of  the  close  fire  upon 
your  vessel,  as  well  as  to  the  direct  fire  of  a  32-pounder  rifled  piece 
till  it  burst.  The  commanders  of  the  Tyler  and  L,exington  handled 
their  vessels  with  excellent  judgment,  t  enclose  their  reports.  The 
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officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  displayed  coolness  and  an  admirable 
spirit  in  this  action. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Ph.elps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U .  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  IN  aval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending  the  services  of  Lieutenant 

Sanford,  and  transmitting  additional  list  of  casualties  on  board  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Cincinnati. 

Cairo,  February  9 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  the  service  as  well  as  to  Acting 
Lieutenant  Sanford,  the  ordnance  officer  of  this  flotilla,  to  state  to 
you  that  the  efficient  condition  of  the  ordnance  department  in  the 
gunboats  which  engaged  Fort  Henry,  considering  the  want  of  means 
and  facilities  in  this  part  of  the  county,  merits  my  highest  approval 
and  satisfaction. 

Lieutenant  Sanford  has  worked  incessantly  against  the  greatest 
difficulties  in  collecting  ordnance  and  ordnance  materials.  We  went 
into  the  action  on  the  6th  instant  with  a  most  rapid  and  fatal  fire, 
while  the  appointments  of  the  guns,  as  well  as  ammunition  and  every¬ 
thing  relating  to  that  most  important  department,  stood  the  test 
admirably,  and  the  only  effect  upon  the  battery  caused  by  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  was  in  disabling  two  of  the  guns  in  the  chase  and  one 
carriage  aboard  the  flag-steamer  Cincinnati.  I  trust,  in  consideration 
of  Lieutenant  Sanford’s  ability  and  services,  that  the  Department 
will  be  pleased  to  have  him  restored  to  his  original  date  in  the  service. 

Commander  Pennock,  fleet  captain,  as  well  as  Lieutenant  Sanford, 
ordnance  officer,  applied  to  go  with  me  into  the  fight  at  Fort  Henry, 
but  I  could  not  grant  their  application,  as  their  services  here  in  my 
absence  wTere  indispensable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PI.  Foote, 

Flag -Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W dshington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — I  forward  a  statement  from  Commander  Stembel  of  the 
names  of  killed  and  wounded  during  the  action  of  the  6th  instant  on 
board  the  Cincinnati.  This  should  have  been  forwarded  with  the 
list  of  Commander  Porter’s  casualties  yesterday. 

A.  H.  F. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flag- Steamer  Cincinnati, 

Off  Fort  Henry ,  Tennessee  River ,  February  6 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  casualties  on  board  this  vessel  during  the  bombardment 
of  Fort  Henry  from  the  effects  of  the  enemy’s  fire  were  as  follows, 
viz : 


Name. 

Rank. 

Casualty. 

Seaman-  _  __  _  _ 

Killed. 

William  R  Hoel 

Slightly  wounded. 

0  H  Pratt  _  - 

Second  master  __  __ 

Seriously  wounded. 

Seaman.  _ 

Do. 

_  _do 

Slightly  wounded. 

_  _do _  _  _ 

Do. 

Do. 

_do  __ 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

i 

Total,  1  killed  and  8  wounded. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  N.  Stembel, 

Commander ,  U.  /S'.  Gunboat  Cincinnati. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  /S'.  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters. 


Congratulatory  letter  from  Brigadier-General  McClernand,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- 
Officer  Foote,  IT.  S.  Navy,  and  announcing  change  of  name  of  Fort  Henry  to 
Fort  Foote. 

Headquarters  1st  Division, 

Fort  Foote  ( late  Henry ),  Tenn .,  February  7 ,  1862. 
Dear  Sir:  As  an  acknowledgment  of  the  consummate  skill  with 
which  you  brought  your  gunboats  into  action  yesterday,  and  of  the 
address  and  bravery  displayed  by  yourself  and  your  command,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  giving  the  late  Fort  Henry  the  new  and 
more  appropriate  name  of  Fort  Foote. 

Please  pardon  the  liberty  I  have  taken  without  first  securing  your 
concurrence,  as  I  am  hardly  disposed  to  do,  considering  the  liberty 
which  you  took  in  capturing  the  fort  yesterday  without  my  co¬ 
operation. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

John  A.  McClernand, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  First  Division. 

Commodore  A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Western  Waters. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  two  Confederate  flags. 

Cairo,  III.,  February  9 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Navy  Department  two 
rebel  flags,  taken  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee 
River,  February  6,  1862,  by  the  forces  under  my  command. 

The  larger  flag  was  displayed  during  the  action  at  the  flagstaff 
in  the  center  of  the  fort  until  hauled  down  as  the  signal  of  surrender 
to  the  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Gomclg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Information  given  by  a  Confederate  gunner  who  was  in  Fort  Henry  during 

attack. 

Fort  Henry,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir:  The  following  is  the  information  I  received  from  a  gunner 
of  the  above  fort  on  the  8th  day  of  February,  1862: 

The  center  boat,  or  the  boat  with  the  red  stripes  around  the  top  of  her 
smokestacks,  was  the  boat  wdiieh  caused  the  greatest  execution.  It  was  one  of 
her  guns  -which  threw  a  ball  against  the  muzzle  of  one  of  our  guns,  disabling  it 
for  the  remainder  of  the  contest.  The  Carondelet  (as  I  subsequently  found  her 
name  to  be)  at  each  shot  committed  more  damage  than  any  other  boat.  She 
was  the  object  of  our  hatred,  and  many  a  gun  from  the  fort  was  leveled  at  her 
alpne.  To  her  I  give  more  credit  than  any  other  boat  in  capturing  one  of  our 
strongest  places. 

I  was  also  informed  at  Fort  Donelson  by  Captain  Morgan,  a  pris¬ 
oner,  that  the  day  previous  to  the  general  fight  the  Carondelet  did 
more  damage  than  the  four  boats  combined  the  day  succeeding. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Chas.  FI.  Caven, 

First  Assistant  Engineer. 
Geo.  J.  W.  Nexsen, 
Paymaster ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

H.  Walke, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  Gunboat  C arondelet. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  S.  Essex,  regarding  the  towing  of  that  vessel  to  Cairo. 

Flag-Steamer  Cincinnati, 

Off  Fort  Henry ,  February  6, 1862. 
Sir  :  General  Grant  has  referred  a  letter  to  me,  addressed  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Graham  to  him,  asking  that  the  Alps  may  tow  your  vessel,  the 
Essex ,  immediately  to  Cairo,  at  your  request.  This  request  should 
have  been  made  to  me  as  the  flag-officer. 
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I  give  you  permission  to  go  to  Cairo  in  tow  of  the  Alps ,  if  you 
deem  it  necessary,  but  as  I  am  going  down  to-night  I  wish  you  to  re¬ 
main  till  this  vessel  reaches  you,  as  we  are  so  badly  cut  up  I  do  not 
like  to  go  down  alone. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag -Officer. 

Commander  Wm.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding .  U.  S.  Gunboat  Essex. 


General  Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commending  officers  and  men  of 

the  flotilla. 

General  Order.] 

The  officers  and  crews  of  that  portion  of  the  gunboat  flotilla  which 
were  engaged  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry  already  have  had  their 
brilliant  services  and  gallant  conduct  formally  noticed  by  the  com¬ 
manding  general  of  the  Western  Army  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  conveying  the  assurance  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Congress,  and  the  entire  country  appreciate  their  gallant 
deeds,  and  proffer  to  them  the  profound  thanks  of  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  services  rendered. 

In  conveying  these  pleasing  proofs  that  our  services  are  acknowl¬ 
edged  by  the  highest  authorities  of  the  Government,  you  will  permit 
me  to  add  that,  in  noticing  the  good  order,  coolness,  courage,  and 
efficiency  of  officers  and  men  in  the  memorable  action  between  the 
gunboats  and  fort,  I  shall  ever  cherish,  with  the  liveliest  interest,  all 
the  officers  and  men  who  participated  in  the  battle,  and  in  the  future 
shall,  with  increased  hope  and  the  greatest  confidence,  depend  upon 
all  officers  and  men  attached  to  the  flotilla  in  the  performance  of  every 
duty,  whether  in  the  fight  or  the  laborious  work  of  its  preparation. 

[A.  H.  Foote], 

Flag-Officer. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer 

Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  February  8,  1862. 

Dear  Flag-Officer:  You  are  being  rewarded  for  the  trials  and 
sublime  patience  of  the  labors  you  have  given  to  your  work,  now 
crowned  with  victory.  Of  yourself  we  all  knew  that  the  hour  of 
trial  for  you  was  but  the  hour  of  success.  Another  fort  knocked 
over  by  the  Navy  is  my  reward.  The  victory  is  very  important,  as 
this  stage  of  the  river  I  presume  gives  you  access  even  to  Nashville 
if  you  take  the  Cumberland.  You  will  also  strengthen  this  branch 
of  the  service  with  the  great  West,  where  the  empire  soon  will  be. 
Your  telegram  came  at  noon  and  we  sent  it  immediately  to  Congress, 
where  it  gave  intense  satisfaction.  Believing  that  you  will  carry 
our  arms  to  a  success  wherever  your  flag  can  penetrate, 

I  am,  sincerely,  yours, 

G.  Y.  Fox. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla. . 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS.  547 

Letter  of  congratulation  from  Major-General  Halleck,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 

Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  February  9 ,  1862. 

I  have  this  moment  received  the  official  report  of  your  capture  of 
Fort  Henry,  and  hasten  to  congratulate  you  and  your  command  for 
your  brilliant  success. 

FI.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General ,  Commanding  Department. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Cairo. 


Letter  of  congratulation  and  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  February  13 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  communicating  the  details  of 
your  great  success  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  is  just  received. 
I  had  previously  informed  you  of  the  reception  of  your  telegraphic 
dispatch  announcing  the  event,  which  gave  the  highest  satisfaction 
to  the  country. 

We  have  to-day  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L. 
Phelps,  with  the  gratifying  results  of  his  successful  pursuit  and  cap¬ 
ture  and  destruction  of  the  rebel  steamers,  and  the  dispersion  of  the 
hostile  camps  as  far  up  the  Tennessee  River  as  Florence. 

I  most  cordially  and  sincerely  congratulate  you  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  your  command  on  these  heroic  achievements,  accom¬ 
plished  under  extraordinary  circumstances  and  after  surmounting 
great  and  almost  insuperable  difficulties.  The  labor  you  have  per¬ 
formed  and  the  services  you  have  rendered  in  creating  the  armed 
flotilla  of  gunboats  on  the  Western  waters,  and  in  bringing  together 
for  effective  operation  the  force  which  has  already  earned  such 
renown,  can  never  be  overestimated.  The  Department  has  observed 
with  no  ordinary  solicitude  the  armament  that  has  so  suddenly  been 
called  into  existence,  and  which,  under  your  well-directed  manage¬ 
ment,  has  been  so  gloriously  effective. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  A.  IF.  Foote, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla ,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  9 ,  1862. 

Your  dispatch  announcing  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry  by  the 
squadron  under  your  command  has  given  the  highest  gratification 
to  the  President,  to  Congress,  and  to  the  country.  It  was  received 
and  read  in  both  houses  of  Congress  in  open  session.  The  country 
appreciates  your  gallant  deeds,  and  this  Department  desires  to  con- 
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vey  to  you  and  your  brave  associates  its  profound  thanks  for  the 
service  you  have  rendered. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Additional  report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  correcting  previous  state¬ 
ments. 

Cairo,  February  10 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  received 
a  letter  this  morning  from  General  Lloyd  Tilghman,  who  was  cap¬ 
tured  at  Fort  Henry,  in  which  he  calls  my  attention  to  a  statement 
in  my  telegram  announcing  Fort  Henry  to  have  contained  seventeen 
mortars,  and  respectfully  asks  me  to  have  this  statement  corrected. 
You  will  perceive  that  I  did  not  speak  at  all  of  mortars.  I  made  no 
allusion  to  them  at  all,  and  the  mistake,  no  doubt,  arose  at  the 
printer’s  office. 

I  overestimated  the  number  of  barracks,  tents,  etc.,  no  doubt,  when 
I  stated  them  in  my  report  to  be  sufficient  for  the  accommodation 
of  15,000  men.  I  am  told  that  they  could  only  have  accommodated 
about  6,000  men.  I  also  stated  twenty  guns  to  have  been  in  the  fort, 
supposing  that  three  were  there  not  mounted,  and  three  or  five  guns 
instead  of  seven  were  rendered  hors  de  combat. 

I  was  at  Fort  Henry  but  about  three  hours  and  not  in  the  fort 
at  all,  hence  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  a  few  errors  should  have 
crept  into  my  report. 

I  make  this  statement  cheerfully,  as  I  always  want  to  have  matters 
represented  in  accordance  with  facts;  but,  in  this  instance,  General 
Tilghman  fought  so  gallantly,  and  his  bearing  being  that  of  a  high- 
toned  gentleman,  my  respect  for  him  induces  me  to  make  this  full 
statement.  I  see  nothing  in  him  but  admirable  points  of  character, 
except  his  perverted  notions  about  his  duties  to  the  Union. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Flon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  General  Tilghman,  C.  S.  Army, 
transmitting  copy  of  report  correcting  statements  made  in  previous  report  to 
the  Department. 

Cairo,  February  10 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  9th  instant,  referring  to  my  official  tele¬ 
gram  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  requesting  me  to  correct  an  error 
where  mortars  are  referred  to,  has  been  received. 

I  have,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  stated  to  him  that  I  did  not  speak  of  mortars  at  all  in  my 
telegram,  which  was  probably  by  mistake  introduced  by  the  printer. 

The  haste  in  which  my  dispatch  was  prepared,  or  rather  the  short 
time  I  remained  after  the  fort  surrendered,  I  find  has  led  me  into 
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several  little  errors  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  the  Secretary.  Still, 
to  show  that  I  intended  to  represent  matters  fairly,  I  did  not,  either 
m  my  telegrams  or  report,  speak  of  our  four  armored  boats  only  hav¬ 
ing,  I  believe  with  a  single  exception,  fired  or  used  but  the  11-inch  bore 
guns — two  in  the  Essex  and  three  in  the  other  three  boats.  I  appre¬ 
ciate  your  high  qualities  of  courage  and  other  characteristics  (always 
excepting  your  disunion  views  and  conduct)  too  highly  not  to  wish  to 
do  you  every  justice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


General  Lloyd  Tilghman, 

Paducah ,  Ky. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Personal  letter  of  congratulation  from  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag- 

Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Navy  Department ,  Washington  City,  February  10,  1862. 

My  Dear  Foote:  We  all  went  wild  over  your  success,  not  unmixed 
with  envy,  when  the  news  came  of  the  reduction  of  Fort  Flenry. 
Uncle  Abe  was  joyful,  and  said  everything  of  the  navy  boys  and 
spoke  of  you — in  his  plain,  sensible  appreciation  of  merit  and  skill. 
You  will  be,  or  rather  you  shall  be,  made  a  flag-officer  for  life,  with 
all  the  honors  that  you  have  now  to  deck  the  title,  and  so  far  as  I  can 
say  a  word,  I  go  for  promoting  every  officer  above  everybody’s  head 
who  stood  by  you  in  that  fight. 

I  take  the  daily  telegrams  from  Cairo  to  the  President  the  moment 
they  arrive,  and  take  and  transmit  his  instructions  to  carry  out  your 
wants  in  the  mortar  business  immediately. 

I  send  you  to-day  the  plans  adopted  in  Porter’s  mortar  squadron, 
which  thus  far,  though  no  practical  tests  have  been  made,  answer 
admirably,  and  I  think  they  will  under  prolonged  fire. 

In  confidence  I  can  tell  you  that  the  mode  which  will  be  adopted 
for  reducing  the  Mississippi  forts  below  New  Orleans  will  be  effected 
by  the  Navy  with  the  powerful  batteries  of  the  ships  loaded  with 
canister  and  shrapnel,  at  anchor  within  200  or  300  yards,  hammer 
and  tongs,  until  ships  or  forts  are  silenced.  Then,  if  you  don’t  get 
down  first,  the  blue  jackets  will  paddle  up  and  down  the  great  valley, 
and  make  a  name  to  ring  in  all  time  to  come. 

Goldsborough  is  even  now  hard  at  it  at  Roanoke  Island.  He  has 
been  the  salvation  of  Burnside,  and  has  been  detained  a  fortnight  in 
getting  his  almost  demoralized  and  disorganized  army  in  condition 
after  his  disaster  off  Hatteras.  From  the  very  start  I  told  Burnside 
that  his  idea  of  getting  up  a  floating  camp  to  bombard  forts  and  to 
land  soldiers  would  not  succeed;  that  he  could  not  make  sailors  out  of 
soldiers,  though  sailors  do  very  good  soldiers’  work  when  they  are 
put  to  it.  The  event  has  shown  I  was  correct  in  opinion,  and  now 
and  in  future,  as  you  have  done,  so  has  Goldsborough,  to  lead  the  van, 
knock  down  the  forts,  and  then  turn  them  over  to  the  army. 
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I  have  been  right,  too,  in  my  convictions  of  your  success,  and  not¬ 
withstanding  all  the  difficulties  which  surround  you,  I  have  ever  said 
you  would  triumph,  and  so  you  have. 

I  write  in  the  greatest  haste,  but  always  faithfully,  yours, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Cairo. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  lists  of  officers  attached 

to  participating  vessels. 

Cairo,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  the  officers  behaved  so  well  in  the  late  action  resulting  in 
the  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  I  am  disposed  to  gratify  them  by  sending 
the  accompanying  list  of  officers  attached  to  the  different  boats 
engaged  in  that  action. 

I  leave  again  to-night  with  the  Louisville,  Pittsburg,  and  St.  Louis 
for  the  Cumberland  River,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Donelson.  I  go  reluctantly,  as  we  are  very  short  of  men, 
and  transferring  men  from  vessel  to  vessel,  as  we  have  to  do,  is  having 
a  very  demoralizing  effect  upon  them ;  28  ran  off  to-day,  hearing  that 
they  were  again  to  be  sent  out  of  their  vessels.  I  do  hope  that  the 
600  men  will  be  sent  immediately.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
render  the  gunboats  effective  in  the  fight,  although  they  are  not 
properly  manned,  but  I  must  go,  as  General  Halleck  wishes  it.  If 
we  could  wait  ten  days,  and  I  had  men,  I  would  go  with  eight  mortar 
boats  and  six  armored  boats  and  conquer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  officers  of  gunboat  Conestoga. — Lieutenant,  commanding, 
S.  L.  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy;  first  master,  John  A.  Duble;  second  mas¬ 
ter,  Charles  P.  Noble;  third  master,  Benjamin  Sebastian;  fourth 
master,  Richard  II.  Cutter;  pilots,  Aaron  M.  Jordan,  William  M. 
Attenborough;  assistant  surgeon,  William  H.  Wilson;  acting  pay¬ 
master,  Alfred  Phelps;  chief  engineer,  Thomas  Cook;  first  assistant 
engineer,  Alexander  Magee ;  second  assistant  engineer,  Charles  Mar¬ 
shall;  third  assistant  engineer,  Michael  Norton;  master’s  mate, 
James  Kearney;  acting  gunner,  Henry  Hamilton,  U.  S.  Navy;  car¬ 
penter,  Andrew  Woodlock;  armorer,  James  O’Neil. 

List  of  officers  of  gunboat  Cincinnati. — Commander,  R.  N.  Stembel, 
U.  S.  Navy;  first  master,  William  R.  Hoel;  second  master,  Oscar  H. 
Pratt;  third  master,  Charles  G.  Perkins;  fourth  master,  John 
Pearce;  pilots,  R.  H.  Attenborough,  Isaac  D.  Gaugli;  surgeon,  John 
Ludlow ;  paymaster,  Baron  Proctor ;  chief  engineer,  William  D.  Mc¬ 
Farland;  first  assistant  engineer,  Samuel  II.  Lovejoy;  second  assist¬ 
ant  engineer,  James  Armstrong;  third  assistant  engineer,  William  J. 
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Shannon;  master’s  mates,  James  McB.  Stembel,  Philip  Shell;  acting 
gunner,  John  11.  Hall,  U.  S.  Navy;  carpenter,  Thomas  B.  Gregory; 
armorer,  Jacob  Vittinger. 

List  of  officers  of  gunboat  E ssex. — Commander,  William  D.  Porter, 
U.  S.  Navy;  first  master,  Robert  K.  Riley;  second  master,  James 
Laning;  third  master,  Theo.  P.  Ferry;  fourth  master,  George  W. 
Walker;  pilots,  James  McBride,  Marshall  Id.  Ford;  surgeon,  Thomas 
Rice ;  paymaster,  J oseph  H.  Lewis ;  chief  engineer,  Charles  M.  Blas- 
dell;  first  assistant  engineer,  R.  J.  Stearns;  second  assistant  engi¬ 
neer,  George  D.  Simons;  third  assistant  engineer,  Jeremiah  Wetzel; 
master’s  mate,  S.  B.  Britton;  gunner,  Matthias  B.  Snyder;  carpen¬ 
ter,  Thomas  Steel ;  armorer,  Fletcher. 

List  of  officers  of  gunboat  Lexington. — Lieutenant,  commanding, 
James  W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy;  first  master,  Jacob  S.  Hurd;  second 
master,  Martin  Dunn;  third  master,  James  Fitzpatrick;  fourth 
master,  Sylvester  Pool;  pilots,  Joseph  McCammant,  William  Ford; 
assistant  surgeon,  George  AV.  Garver;  acting  paymaster,  Augustus 

F.  Taylor;  master’s  mate,  - ;  gunner,  Samuel  Yroon; 

carpenter,  Richard  Carroll;  armorer,  Reuben  Storey. 

List  of  officers  of  gunboat  Tyler. — Lieutenant,  commanding,  "Wil¬ 
liam  Gwin,  U.  S.  Navy;  first  master,  Edward  Shaw;  second  master, 
Jason  Goudy;  third  master,  James  Martin;  fourth  master,  Patrick 
McCarty;  pilots,  John  Sebastian,  David  A.  Hiner;  assistant  surgeon, 
Thomas  H.  Kearney;  acting  paymaster,  William  B.  Coleman;  chief 
engineer,  Samuel  B.  Goble;  first  assistant  engineer,  D.  Edward 
Weaver;  second  assistant  engineer,  Edward  W.  Goble;  third  assist¬ 
ant  engineer,  Oscar  S.  Davis ;  master’s  mate,  Ferdinand  T.  Coleman ; 
acting  gunner,  Herman  Peters,  U.  S.  Navy;  carpenter,  Thomas  O. 
Russell ;  armorer,  Elihu  Stephens. 

List  of  officers  of  gunboat  St.  Louis. — Lieutenant,  commanding, 
Leonard  Paulding,  U.  S.  Navy;  first  master,  John  V.  Johnston; 
second  master,  James  Y.  Clemson;  third  master,  Charles  S.  Ken¬ 
drick;  fourth  master,  Alexander  Fraser;  assistant  surgeon,  John  B. 
McDill;  acting  paymaster,  Llewellyn  Curry;  pilots,  Frank  A.  Rilev, 
Robert  G.  Baldwin;  chief  engineer,  AVilliam  Carswell;  first  assist¬ 
ant  engineer,  T.  F.  Ackerman;  second  assistant  engineer,  James  L. 
Smith;  third  assistant  engineer,  John  D.  Wilcoxsen;  master’s  mates, 
Sydney  H.  McAdam,  James  P.  Paulding;  acting  gunner,  John  A. 
McDonald,  U.  S.  Navy;  carpenter,  Robert  H.  Medill;  armorer, 
Sypher. 

List  of  officers  of  gunboat  Carondelet. — Commander,  Henry 
Walke,  U.  S.  Navy;  first  master,  Richard  M.  AVade;  second  master, 
John  Doherty;  third  master,  Charles  C.  Gray;  fourth  master,  Henry 
A.  Walke;  pilots,  AVilliam  Hinton,  Daniel  Weaver;  assistant  sur¬ 
geon,  James  S.  McNeeley,  acting  paymaster,  George  J.  AV.  Nexsen 
(or  Nixson)  ;  chief  engineer,  William  D.  Faulkner;  first  assistant 
engineer,  Charles  H.  Caven;  second  assistant  engineer,  Samuel  S. 
Brooks;  third  assistant  engineer,  Augustus  F.  Crowel;  master’s 
mates,  Theodore  S.  Gillmore,  Edward  E.  Brennand;  gunner, 
Richard  Adams ;  carpenter,  Oliver  Donaldson ;  armorer,  H.  H. 
Rhodes. 
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[Telegram.] 

Fort  Donelson,  February  4,  1862 — 1^:05  y.  m. 

(Received  5th.) 

Gunboats  and  transports  in  Tennessee  River.  Enemy  landing  in 
force  5  miles  below  Fort  Henry. 

Tilghman. 

General  Floyd. 


[Telegram.] 

Bowling  Green,  February  6 ,  1862. 
Fort  Henry  has  fallen,  says  Colonel  Head,  commanding  Fort  Don¬ 
elson.  Bridge  over  Tennessee  destroyed,  says  telegraph  operator. 
You  had  better  keep  yourself  informed  of  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Clarksville  through  General  Pillow  as  you  move. 

For  General  Johnston: 

W.  W.  Mackall. 

t  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  Floyd. 


[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  February  7,  1862. 

Fort  Henry  fell  yesterday.  Memphis  and  Clarksville  Railroad 
bridge  over  Tennessee  destroyed.  Lost  all  the  artillery  and  stores  at 
Henry.  General  Tilghman,  Major  Gilmer,  and  about  80  men  taken 
prisoners;  balance  of  force  fell  back  to  Fort  Donelson,  on  Cumber¬ 
land  River. 

A  large  increase  of  force  to  defend  this  [State]  from  Cumberland 
Gap  to  Columbus  is  an  absolute  and  imperative  necessity.  If  not 
successfully  defended,  the  injury  is  irreparable. 

Isham  G.  Harris. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 


Telegraphic  report  of  Brigadier-General  Tilghman,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at 

Tort  Henry,  Tenn. 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  7, 1862. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant,  command¬ 
ing  Federal  forces,  I  am  permitted  to  communicate  with  you  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  result  of  the  action  between  the  fort  under  my  command  at 
this  place  and  the  Federal  gunboats  on  yesterday.  At  11:40  o’clock 
on  yesterday  morning  the  enemy  engaged  the  fort  with  seven  gun¬ 
boats,  mounting  fifty-four  guns.  I  promptly  returned  their  fire 
with  eleven  guns,  bearing  on  the  river.  The  action  was  maintained 
with  great  bravery  by  the  force  under  my  command  until  1 :50  p.  m., 
at  which  time  I  had  but  four  guns  fit  for  service.  At  1 :55  p.  m., 
finding  it  impossible  to  maintain  the  fort,  and  wishing  to  spare  the 
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lives  of  the  gallant  men  under  my  command,  on  consultation  with 
my  officers,  I  surrendered  the  fort.  Our  casualties  are  small.  The 
effect  of  our  shot  was  severely  felt  by  the  enemy,  whose  superior  and 
overwhelming  force  alone  gave  them  the  advantage. 

The  surrender  of  Fort  Henry  involved  that  of  Captain  Taylor  and 
Lieutenants  Watts  and  Weller  and  one  other  officer  of  artillery; 
Captains  [J.  A.]  Hayden  and  Miller,  of  the  Engineers;  Captains 
H.  L.  Jones  and  McLaughlin,  Quartermaster’s  Department,  and  Act¬ 
ing  Assistant  Adjutant-General  McConnico  and  myself,  with  some 
50  privates  and  20  sick,  together  with  all  the  munitions  of  war  in  and 
about  the  fort.  I  communicate  this  result  with  deep  regret,  but  I 
feel  that  I  performed  my  whole  duty  in  the  defense  of  my  post. 

I  take  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  and 
men  under  my  command.  They  sustained  their  position  with  con¬ 
summate  bravery  as  long  as  there  was  any  hope  of  success.  I  also 
take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  courtesy  and  consideration 
shown  by  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant  and  Commodore  Foote  and 
the  officers  under  their  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Lloyd  Tilghman, 
Brigadier -General,  G.  S.  Army. 


Detailed  report  of  Brigadier-General  Tilghman,  C.  S.  Army. 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  9, 1862. 

General  :  Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  copy  of  my  official  report 
of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Henry  on  February  6,  1862,  by  the  Fed¬ 
eral  fleet,  together  with  accompanying  papers. 

The  original  of  this  report  was  forwarded  from  Alton,  Ill.,  but,  not 
having  reached  your  office,  I  have  prepared  a  copy  of  the  same  at 
the  earliest  moment  practicable  since  my  return  from  Fort  Warren, 
Mass. 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lloyd  Tilghman, 

Brigadier-General ,  0.  S.  Army ,  Commanding. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General ,  G.  S.  Army. 

[Enclosure.] 

February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  My  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  sent  from  Fort  Henry, 
having  announced  the  fact  of  the  surrender  of  that  fort  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Foote,  of  the  Federal  Navy,  on  the  6th  instant,  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  details  of  the  action,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  accompanying  papers  (marked  A  and  B),  containing 
a  list  of  officers  and  men  surrendered,  together  with  casualties,  etc. : 

On  Monday,  February  3,  in  company  with  Major  Gilmer,  of  the 
Engineers,  I  completed  the  inspection  of  the  main  work,  as  well  as 
outworks  at  Fort  Heiman,  south  of  the  Tennessee  River,  as  far  as  I 
had  been  able  to  perfect  them,  and  also  the  main  work,  intrenched 
camp,  and  exterior  line  of  rifle  pits  at  Fort  Henry.  At  10  a.  m.  on 
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that  morning  (the  pickets  on  both  sides  of  the  Tennessee  River  ex¬ 
tended  well  in  our  front,  having  reported  no  appearance  of  the 
enemy)  I  left,  in  company  with  Major  Gilmer,  for  Fort  Donelson,  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  with  him  the  defenses  of  that  place. 

Tuesday,  the  4th  instant,  was  spent  in  making  a  thorough  examina¬ 
tion  of  all  the  defenses  at  Fort  Donelson.  At  noon  heard  heavy  fir¬ 
ing  at  Fort  Henry  for  half  an  hour.  At  4  p.  m.  a  courier  reached 
me  from  Colonel  Ileiman,  at  Fort  Henry,  informing  me  that  the 
enemy  were  landing  in  strong  force  at  Bailey’s  Ferry,  3  miles  below 
and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river. 

Delaying  no  longer  than  Avas  necessary  to  give  all  proper  orders  for 
the  arrangement  of  matters  at  Fort  Donelson,  I  left  Avith  an  escort  of 
Tennessee  cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gantt,  for 
Fort  Henry,  accompanied  by  Major  Gilmer,  reaching  that  place  at 
11 :30  p.  m.  I  soon  became  satisfied  that  the  enemy  were  really  in 
strong  force  at  Bailey’s  Ferry,  Avith  every  indication  of  reinforce¬ 
ments  arriving  constantly. 

Colonel  Heiman,  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  commanding,  with  most 
commendable  alacrity  and  good  judgment,  had  thrown  forward  to  the 
outworks  covering  the  Dover  road  two  pieces  of  light  artillery,  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  detachment  from  the  Fourth  Mississippi  Regiment,  under 
command  of  Captain  W.  C.  Red.  Scouting  parties  of  cavalry,  oper¬ 
ating  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  had  been  pushed  forward  to  Avithin 
a  very  short  distance  of  the  enemy’s  lines.  Without  a  moment’s  de¬ 
lay,  after  reaching  the  fort,  I  proceeded  to  arrange  the  aATailable  force 
to  meet  Avhatever  contingency  might  arise.  The  First  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Heiman,  was  composed  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  MacGavock,  commanding;  the  Twenty-seventh  Alabama, 
under  Colonel  Hughes;  the  Forty-eighth  Tennessee,  under  Colonel 
Voorhies;  light  battery  of  four  pieces,  commanded  by  Captain  Cul¬ 
bertson;  and  the  Tennessee  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gantt.  Total  officers  and  men,  1,444. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  Fourth  Missis¬ 
sippi  Regiment,  commanding,  was  composed  of  the  Fourth  Missis¬ 
sippi,  under  Major  Adaire ;  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas,  Colonel  Gee ;  the 
Fifty-first  Tennessee,  Colonel  Browder;  Alabama  Battalion,  Major 
Garvin ;  light  battery  of  three  pieces,  under  Captain  Crain ;  the  Ala¬ 
bama  Battalion  of  Cavalry;  Captain  Milner’s  company  of  cavalry, 
with  Captain  Padgett’s  spy  company,  and  a  detachment  of  rangers, 
under  Acting  Captain  Melton.  Total  officers  and  men,  1,215. 

The  heavy  artillery  under  command  of  Captain  Taylor,  number¬ 
ing  75  men,  were  placed  at  the  guns  in  Fort  Henry.  As  indicated 
sometime  since  to  the  general  commanding  the  Department,  I  found  it 
impossible  to  hold  the  commanding  ground  south  of  the  Tennessee 
River  with  the  small  force  of  badly  armed  men  at  my  command,  and, 
notAvithstanding  the  fact  that  all  my  defenses  Avere  commanded  by  the 
high  ground  on  which  I  had  commenced  the  construction  of  Fort 
Heiman,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  trust  to  the  fact  that  the  extremely 
bad  roads  leading  to  that  point  Avould  prevent  the  movement  of 
heavy  guns  by  the  enemy,  by  which  I  might  be  annoyed,  and,  leaving 
the  Alabama  Battalion  of  Cavalry  and  Captain  Padgett’s  spy 
company  on  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  transferred  the  force 
encamped  on  that  side  to  the  opposite  bank. 
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At  the  time  of  receiving  the  first  intimation  of  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  the  Forty-eighth  and  Fifty-first  Tennessee  regiments  hav¬ 
ing  only  just  reported,  were  encamped  at  Danville  and  at  the  mouth 
of  Sandy,  and  had  to  be  moved  from  5  to  20  miles  in  order  to  reach 
Fort  Henry. 

This  movement,  together  with  the  transfer  of  the  Twenty- seventh 
Alabama  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas  regiments  from  Fort  Heiman 
across  the  river,  was  all  perfected  by  5  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  enemy  were  plainly  to  be 
seen  at  Bailey’s  Ferry,  3  miles  below.  The  large  number  of  heavy 
transports  reported  by  our  scouts  gave  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the 
enemy  was  there  in  force  even  at  that  time,  and  the  arrival  every 
hour  of  additional  boats  showed  conclusively  that  I  should  be  en¬ 
gaged  with  a  heavy  force  by  land,  while  the  presence  of  seven  gun¬ 
boats,  mounting  fifty-four  guns,  indicated  plainly  that  a  joint  attack 
was  contemplated  by  land  and  water.  On  leaving  Fort  Donelson  I 
ordered  Colonel  Head  to  hold  his  own  and  Colonel  Sugg’s  regiments, 
Tennessee  volunteers,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  ready  to  move  at  a 
moment’s  warning  with  three  day’s  cooked  rations,  and  without  camp 
equipage  or  wagon  train  of  any  kind,  except  enough  to  carry  the 
surplus  ammunition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  ordered  him,  in  case  nothing  more 
had  been  heard  from  the  country  below  on  the  Cumberland  at  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  my  messenger  indicating  the  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  to  invest  Fort  Donelson,  to  move  out  with  two 
regiments  and  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  take  position  at  the 
Furnace,  halfway  on  the  Dover  road  to  Fort  Henry;  the  force  em¬ 
braced  in  this  order  was  about  750  men,  to  act  as  circumstances  might 
dictate. 

Thus  matters  stood  at  9  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  The 
wretched  military  position  of  Fort  Henry  and  the  small  force  at  my 
disposal  did  not  permit  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  system  of  outwork,  built  with  the  hope  of  being 
reinforced  in  time,  and  compelled  me  to  determine  to  concentrate  my 
efforts  by  land,  within  the  rifle  pits  surrounding  the  camp  of  the 
Tenth  Tennessee  and  Fourth  Misissippi  regiments,  in  case  I  deemed 
it  possible  to  do  more  than  operate  solely  against  the  attack  by  the 
river. 

Accordingly  my  entire  command  was  paraded  and  placed  in  the 
rifle  pits  around  the  above  camps,  and  minute  instructions  given  not 
only  to  brigades,  but  to  regiments  and  companies,  as  to  the  exact 
ground  each  was  to  occupy. 

Seconded  by  the  able  assistance  of  Major  Gilmer,  of  the  Engineers, 
of  whose  valuable  services  I  thus  early  take  pleasure  in  speaking,  and 
by  Colonels  Heiman  and  Drake,  everything  was  arranged  to  make  a 
formidable  resistance  against  anything  like  fair  odds. 

It  was  known  to  me  on  the  day  before  that  the  enemy  had  recon- 
noitered  the  roads  leading  to  Fort  Donelson  from  Bailey’s  Ferry,  by 
way  of  Iron  Mountain  Furnace,  and  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  5th  I  sent  for¬ 
ward  from  Fort  Henry  a  strong  reconnoitering  party  of  cavalry. 
They  had  not  advanced  more  than  one  and  a  half  miles  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy  when  they  encountered  their  reconnoitering  party. 
Our  cavalry  charged  them  in  gallant  style,  upon  which  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  fell  back,  with  a  loss  of  only  one  man  on  each  side.  Very 
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soon  the  main  body  of  the  Federal  advance  guard,  composed  of  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  infantry  and  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  was  met,  upon  which 
our  cavalry  retreated. 

On  receipt  of  this  news  I  moved  out  in  person  with  five  companies 
of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  five  companies  of  the  Fourth  Mississippi, 
and  fifty  cavalry,  ordering  at  the  same  time  two  additional  companies 
of  infantry  to  support  Captain  Red  at  the  outworks.  Upon  advanc¬ 
ing  well  to  the  front  I  found  that  the  enemy  had  retired.  I  returned 
to  camp  at  5  p.  m.,  leaving  Captain  Red  reinforced  at  the  outworks. 
The  enemy  were  again  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  large 
transports.  At  night  the  pickets  from  the  west  bank  reported  the 
landing  of  troops  on  that  side  (opposite  Bailey’s  Ferry),  their  ad¬ 
vance  picket  having  been  met  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  river.  I 
at  once  ordered  Captain  Hubbard,  of  the  Alabama  cavalry,  to  take 
50  men,  and,  if  possible,  surprise  them.  The  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  the  rain  having  commenced  to  fall  in  torrents,  prevented  any¬ 
thing  being  accomplished. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  Captain  Padgett  reported  the 
arrival  of  five  additional  transports  overnight  and  the  landing  of  a 
large  force  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  at  the  point  indicated  above. 
From  that  time  up  to  9  o’clock  it  appeared  as  though  the  force  on 
the  east  bank  was  again  reinforced,  which  was  subsequently  proven 
to  be  true. 

The  movements  of  the  fleet  of  gunboats  at  an  early  hour  prevented 
any  communication,  ekcept  by  a  light  barge,  with  the  western  bank, 
and  by  10  a.  m.  it  was  plain  that  the  boats  intended  to  engage  the  fort 
with  their  entire  force,  aided  by  an  attack  on  our  right  and  left 
flanks  from  the  two  land  forces  in  overwhelming  numbers. 

To  understand  properly  the  difficulties  of  my  position,  it  is  right 
that  I  should  explain  fully  the  unfortunate  location  of  Fort  Henry, 
in  reference  to  resistance  by  a  small  force  against  an  attack  by  land 
cooperating  with  the  gunboats,  as  well  as  its  disadvantages  in  even  an 
engagement  with  boats  alone.  The  entire  fort,  together  with  the 
intrenched  camp  spoken  of,  is  enfiladed  from  three  or  four  points  on 
the  opposite  shore,  while  three  points  on  the  eastern  bank  completely 
command  them  both,  all  at  easy  cannon  range.  At  the  same  time  the 
intrenched  camp,  arranged  as  it  was  in  the  best  possible  manner  to 
meet  the  case,  was  two-thirds  of  it  completely  under  the  control  of 
the  fire  of  the  gunboats.  The  history  of  military  engineering  records 
no  parallel  to  this  case.  Points  within  a  few  miles  of  it  possessing 
great  advantages  and  few  disadvantages  were  totally  neglected,  and 
a  location  fixed  upon  without  one  redeeming  feature  or  filling  one  of 
the  many  requirements  of  a  site  for  a  work  such  as  Fort  Henry.  The 
work  itself  was  well  built;  it  was  completed  long  before  I  took  com¬ 
mand,  but  strengthened  greatly  by  myself  in  building  embrasures 
and  epaulements  of  sand  bags.  An  enemy  had  but  to  use  their  most 
common  sense  in  obtaining  the  advantage  of  high  water,  as  was  the 
case,  to  have  complete  and  entire  control  of  the  position. 

I  am  guilty  of  no  act  of  injustice  in  this  frank  avowal  of  the  opin¬ 
ions  entertained  by  myself,  as  well  as  by  all  other  officers  who  have 
become  familiar  with  the  location  of  Fort  Henry,  nor  do  I  desire 
the  defects  of  location  to  have  an  undue  influence  in  directing  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  in  relation  to  the  battle  of  the  6th  instant.  The  fort  was 
built  when  I  took  charge,  and  I  had  no  time  to  build  anew.  With 
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this  seeming  digression,  rendered  necessary,  as  I  believe,  to  a  correct 
understanding  of  the  whole  affair,  I  will  proceed  with  the  details  of 
the  subsequent  movements  of  the  troops  under  my  command. 

By  10  a.  m  on  the  6th  the  movements  of  the  gunboats  and  land 
force  indicated  an  immediate  engagement,  and  in  such  force  as  gave 
me  no  room  to  change  my  previously  conceived  opinions  as  to  what, 
under  such  circumstances,  should  be  iny  course.  The  case  stood  thus : 
I  had  at  my  command  a  grand  total  of  2,610  men,  only  one-third  of 
whom  had  been  at  all  disciplined  or  well  armed.  The  high  water  in 
the  river  filling  the  sloughs  gave  me  but  one  route  by  which  to  retire, 
if  necessary,  and  that  route  for  some  distance  in  a  direction  at  right 
angles  to  the  line  of  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  over  roads  well-nigh 
impassable  for  artillery,  cavalry,  or  infantry.  The  enemy  had  seven 
gunboats,  with  an  armament  of  fifty-four  guns,  to  engage  the  eleven 
guns  at  Fort  Henry.  General  Grant  was  moving  up  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  from  his  landing,  3  miles  below,  with  a  force  of  12,000  men, 
verified  afterwards  by  his  own  statement,  while  General  Smith,  with 
6,000  men,  was  moving  up  the  west  bank  to  take  a  position  within  four 
or  five  hundred  yards,  which  would  enable  him  to  enfilade  my  entire 
works.  The  hopes  (founded  on  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the 
enemy  had  reconnoitered  on  the  two  previous  days  thoroughly  the 
several  roads  leading  to  Fort  Donelson)  that  a  portion  only  of  the 
land  force  would  cooperate  with  the  gunboats  in  an  attack  on  the  fort 
were  dispelled,  and  but  little  time  left  me  to  meet  this  change  in  the 
circumstances  which  surrounded  me.  I  argued  thus:  Fort  Donelson 
might  possibly  be  held,  if  properly  reinforced,  even  though  Fort 
Henry  should  fall;  but  the  reverse  of  this  proposition  was  not  true. 
The  force  at  Fort  Henry  was  necessary  to  aid  Fort,  Donelson  either  in 
making  a  successful  defense  or  in  holding  it  long  enough  to  answer 
the  purpose  of  a  new  disposition  of  the  entire  army  from  Bowling 
Green  to  Columbus,  which  would  necessarily  follow  the  breaking  of 
our  center,  resting  on  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry.  The  latter  alterna¬ 
tive  was  all  that  I  deemed  possible.  I  knew  that  reinforcements  were 
difficult  to  be  had,  and  that  unless  sent  in  such  force  as  to  make  the 
defense  certain,  which  I  did  not  believe  practicable,  the  fate  of  our 
right  wing  at  Bowling  Green  depended  upon  a  concentration  of  my 
entire  division  on  Fort  Donelson,  and  the  holding  of  that  place  as 
long  as  possible,  trusting  that  the  delay  by  an  action  at  Fort  Henry 
would  give  time  for  such  reinforcements  as  might  reasonably  be 
expected  to  reach  a  point  sufficiently  near  Fort  Donelson  to  cooperate 
with  my  division,  by  getting  to  the  rear  and  right  flank  of  the  enemy, 
and  in  such  a  position  as  to  control  the  roads  over  which  a  safe  retreat 
might  be  effected.  I  hesitated  not  a  moment.  My  infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry,  removed  of  necessity  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  gunboats  to 
the  outworks,  could  not  meet  the  enemy  there;  my  only  chance  was 
to  delay  the  enemy  every  moment  possible  and  retire  the  command, 
now  outside  the  main  work,  toward  Fort  Donelson,  resolving  to 
suffer  as  little  loss  as  possible.  I  retained  only  the  heavy  artillery 
company  to  fight  the  guns,  and  gave  the  order  to  commence  the  move¬ 
ment  at  once. 

At  10:15  o’clock  Lieutenant-Colonel  MacGavock  sent  a  messenger 
to  me,  stating  that  our  pickets  reported  General  Grant  approaching 
rapidly  and  within  half  a  mile  of  the  advance  work,  and  movements 
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on  the  west  bank  indicated  that  General  Smith  was  fast  approaching 
also.  The  enemy,  ignorant  of  any  movement  of  my  main  body,  but 
knowing  that  they  could  not  engage  them  behind  our  intrenched  camp 
until  after  the  fort  was  reduced  or  the  gunboats  retired  without  being 
themselves  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  latter,  took  a  position  north  of 
the  forks  of  the  river  road  in  a  dense  wood  (my  order  being  to  retreat 
by  way  of  the  Stewart  road)  to  await  the  result. 

At  il  a.  m.  the  flotilla  assumed  their  line  of  battle.  I  had  no  hope 
of  being  able,  successfully,  to  defend  the  fort  against  such  overwhelm¬ 
ing  odds,  both  in  point  of  numbers  and  in  caliber  of  guns.  My  object 
was  to  save  the  main  body  by  delaying  matters  as  long  as  possible, 
and  to  this  end  I  bent  every  effort. 

At  precisely  11 :45  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  from  their  gunboats  on 
the  fort.  I  waited  a  few  minutes  until  the  effects  of  the  first  shots 
of  the  enemy  were  fully  appreciated.  I  then  gave  the  order  to  return 
the  fire,  which  was  gallantly  responded  to  by  the  brave  little  band 
under  my  command.  The  enemy,  with  great  deliberation,  steadily 
closed  upon  the  fort,  firing  very  wTild  until  within  1,200  yards.  The 
cool  deliberation  of  our  men  told  from  the  first  shot  fired  with  tre¬ 
mendous  effect. 

At  12 : 35  p.  m.  the  bursting  of  our  24-pounder  rifled  gun  disabled 
every  man  at  the  piece.  This  great  loss  was  to  us  in  a  degree  made 
up  by  our  disabling  entirely  the  Essex  gunboat,  which  immediately 
floated  downstream.  Immediately  after  the  loss  of  this  valuable 
gun  we  sustained  another  loss  still  greater  in  the  closing  up  of  the 
vent  of  the  10-inch  columbiad,  rendering  that  gun  perfectly  useless 
and  defying  all  efforts  to  reopen  it.  The  fire  on  both  sides  was  now 
perfectly  terrific.  The  enemy’s  entire  force  was  engaged,  doing  us 
but  little  harm,  while  our  shot  fell  with  unerring  certainty  upon 
them  and  with  stunning  effect.  At  this  time  a  question  presented 
itself  to  me  with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  embarrassment.  The 
moment  had  arrived  when  I  should  join  the  main  body  of  troops  re¬ 
tiring  toward  Fort  Donelson,  the  safety  of  which  depended  upon  a 
protracted  defense  of  the  fort.  It  was  equally  plain  that  the  gallant 
men  working  the  batteries — for  the  first  time  under  fire — with  all 
their  heroism  needed  my  presence.  Colonel  Heiman,  the  next  in 
command,  had  returned  to  the  fort  for  instructions.  The  men  work¬ 
ing  the  heavy  guns  were  becoming  exhausted  with  the  rapid  firing. 
Another  gun  became  useless  by  an  accident,  and  yet  another  by  the 
explosion  of  a  shell  immediately  after  striking  the  muzzle,  involving 
the  death  of  two  men  and  disabling  several  others.  The  effect  of  my 
absence  at  such  a  critical  moment  would  have  been  disastrous.  At 
the  eafnest  solicitation  of  many  of  my  officers  and  men  I  determined 
to  remain,  and  ordered  Colonel  Heiman  to  join  his  command  and 
keep  up  the  retreat  in  good  order,  while  I  should  fight  the  guns  as 
long  as  one  man  was  left  and  sacrifice  myself  to  save  the  main  body 
of  my  troops. 

No  sooner  was  this  decision  made  known  than  new  energy  was  in¬ 
fused.  The  enemy  closed  upon  the  fort  to  within  600  yards,  improv¬ 
ing  very  much  in  their  fire,  which  now  began  to  tell  with  great  effect 
upon  the  parapets,  while  the  fire  from  our  guns  (now  reduced  to 
seven)  was  returned  with  such  deliberation  and  judgment  that  we 
scarcely  missed  a  shot.  A  second  one  of  the  gunboats  retired,  but,  I 
believe,  was  brought  into  action  again. 
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At  1 :10  p.  m.,  so  completely  broken  down  were  the  men,  that,  but 
for  the  fact  that  four  only  of  our  guns  were  then  really  serviceable, 
I  could  not  well  have  worked  a  greater  number.  The  fire  was  still 
continued  with  great  energy  and  tremendous  effect  upon  the  enemy’s 
boats. 

At  1:30  p.  m.  I  took  charge  of  one  of  the  32-pounders,  to  relieve 
the  chief  of  that  piece,  who  had  worked  with  great  effect  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  action.  I  gave  the  flagship  Cincinnati  two  shots, 
which  had  the  effect  to  check  a  movement  intended  to  enfilade  the 
only  guns  now  left  me.  It  was  now  plain  to  be  seen  that  the  enemy 
were  breaking  the  fort  directly  in  front  of  our  guns,  and  that  I  could 
not  much  longer  sustain  their  fire  without  an  unjustifiable  exposure 
of  the  valuable  lives  of  the  men  who  had  so  nobly  seconded  me  in  this 
unequal  struggle. 

Several  of  my  officers,  Major  Gilmer  among  the  numDer,  now  sug¬ 
gested  to  me  the  propriety  of  taking  the  subject  of  a  surrender  into 
consideration.  Every  moment  I  knew  was  of  vast  importance  to 
those  retreating  on  Fort  Donelson,  and  I  declined,  hoping  to  find 
men  enough  at  hand  to  continue  a  while  longer  the  fire  now  so  destruc¬ 
tive  to  the  enemy.  In  this  I  was  disappointed.  My  next  effort  was  to 
try  the  experiment  of  a  flag  of  trtice,  which  I  waved  from  the  para¬ 
pets  myself.  This  was  precisely  at  1 :50  p.  m.  The  flag  was  not  no¬ 
ticed,  I  presume,  from  the  dense  smoke  that  enveloped  it ;  and,  leap¬ 
ing  again  into  the  fort,  continued  the  fire  for  five  minutes,  when,  with 
the  advice  of  my  brother  officers,  I  ordered  the  flag  to  be  lowered,  and, 
after  an  engagement  of  two  hours  and  ten  miuutes  with  such  an  un¬ 
equal  force,  the  surrender  was  made  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  repre¬ 
sented  by  Captain  Stembel,  commanding  gunboat  Cincinnati ,  and 
was  qualified  by  the  single  condition  that  all  officers  should  retain 
their  side  arms ;  that  both  officers  and  men  should  be  treated  with  the 
highest  consideration  due  prisoners  of  war,  which  Avas  promptly  and 
gracefully  acceded  to  by  Commodore  Foote. 

The  retreat  of  the  main  body  was  effected  in  good  order,  though 
involving  the  loss  of  about  20  prisoners,  who,  from  sickness  and  other 
causes,  wTere  unable  to  encounter  the  heavy  roads.  The  rear  of  the 
army  was  overtaken  at  a  distance  of  some  3  miles  from  Fort  Henry 
by  a  body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry;  but,  on  being  engaged  by  a  small 
body  of  our  men  under  Major  Garvin,  were  repulsed  and  retired. 

This  fact  alone  shows  the  necessity  of  the  policy  pursued  by  me 
in  protracting  the  defense  of  the  fort  as  long  as  possible,  which 
only  could  have  been  done  by  my  consenting  to  stand  by  the  brave 
little  band.  No  loss  was  sustained  by  our  troops  in  this  affair  with 
the  enemy. 

I  have  understood  from  the  prisoners  that  several  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  also  were  lost,  it  being  entirely  impossible  to  move  them  over 
4  or  5  miles  with  the  indifferent  teams  attached  to  them. 

The  entire  absence  of  transportation  rendered  any  attempt  to  move 
the  camp  equipage  of  the  regiments  impossible.  This  may  be  regarded 
as  fortunate,  as  the  roads  A\Tere  utterly  impassable,  not  only  from  the 
rains,  but  the  back  water  of  Tennessee  River. 

A  small  amount  of  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  stores,  together 
with  what  was  left  of  the  ordnance  stores,  were  lost  to  us  also. 


560 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


The  tents  of  the  Alabama  regiment  were  left  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  the  gunboats  preventing  an  opportunity  to  cross  them  over. 

Our  casualties  may  be  reported  strictly  as  follow :  Killed  by  the 
enemy,  2;  wounded  severely  by  the  enemy  (one  since  dead),  3; 
wounded  slightly  by  the  enemy,  2 ;  killed  by  premature  explosion,  2 ; 
wounded  seriously  by  premature  explosion,  1 ;  slightly  wounded,  1 ; 
temporarily  disabled  by  explosion  of  rifled  gun,  5.  Making  total 
killed,  5 ;  seriously  wounded,  3 ;  slightly  wounded,  3 ;  disabled,  5 ; 
missing,  5.  Total  casualties,  21. 

Total  casualties  of  the  enemy  were  stated  in  my  presence  on  the 
following  morning  to  be  73,  including  one  officer  of  the  Essex  killed, 
and  Captain  Porter,  comanding  the  Essex ,  badly  scalded. 

The  enemy  report  the  number  of  shots  that  struck  their  vessels  to 
have  been  74;  28  of  which  struck  the  flagship  Cincinnati ,  so  disabling 
her  as  to  compel  her  to  return  to  Cairo.  The  Essex  received  22  shots, 
one  of  which  passed,  we  know,  entirely  through  the  ship,  opening  one 
of  her  boilers  and  taking  off  the  head  of  Captain  Porter’s  aid-de- 
camp.  Several  shots  passed  entirely  through  the  Cincinnati ,  while 
her  outer  works  were  entirely  riddled.  The  weak  points  in  all  their 
vessels  wTere  known  to  us,  and  the  cool  precision  of  our  firing  devel¬ 
oped  them,  showing  conclusively  that  this  class  of  boats,  though 
formidable,  can  not  stand  the  test  of  even  the  32-pounders,  much  less 
the  24-caliber  rifled  shot,  or  that  of  the  10-inch  columbiad.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  these  results  were  principally  from  no  heavier  . 
metal  than  the  ordinary  32-pounder,  using  solid  shot,  fired  at  point- 
blank,  giving  the  vessels  all  the  advantages  of  their  peculiar  struc¬ 
tures,  with  planes  meeting  this  fire  at  angles  of  45  degrees.  The  im¬ 
mense  area,  forming  what  may  be  called  the  roof,  is  in  every  respect 
vulnerable  to  either  a  plunging  fire  from  even  32-pounders  or  a 
curved  line  of  fire  from  heavy  guns.  In  the  latter  case  shell  should 
be  used  in  preference  to  shot. 

Confident  of  having  performed  my  whole  duty  to  my  Government 
in  the  defense  of  Fort  Henry,  with  the  totally  inadequate  means  at 
my  disposal,  I  have  but  little  to  add  in  support  of  the  views  before 
expressed.  The  reasons  for  the  line  of  policy  pursued  bj^  me  are  to 
my  mind  convincing. 

Against  such  overwhelming  odds  as  16,000  well-armed  men  (exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  force  on  the  gunboats)  to  2,610  badly  armed,  in  the  field, 
and  54  heavy  guns  against  11  medium  ones  in  the  fort,  no  tactics  or 
bravery  could  avail. 

The  rapid  movements  of  the  enemy,  with  every  facility  at  their 
command,  rendered  the  defense  from  the  beginning  a  hopeless  one. 

I  succeeded  in  doing  even  more  than  was  hoped  for  at  first.  I  not 
only  saved  my  entire  command  outside  of  the  fort,  but  damaged 
materially  the  flotilla  of  the  enemy,  demonstrating  thoroughly  a 
problem  of  infinite  value  to  us  in  the  future. 

Had  I  been  reinforced,  so  as  to  have  justified  my  meeting  the 
enemy  at  the  advanced  works,  I  might  have  made  good  the  land 
defense  on  the  east  bank.  I  make  no  enquiry  as  to  why  I  was  not, 
for  I  have  entire  confidence  in  the  judgment  of  my  commanding 
general, 
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The  elements  even  were  against  us,  and  had  the  enemy  delayed  his 
attack  a  few  days,  with  the  river  rising,  one-third  of  the  entire  forti¬ 
fications  (already  affected  by  it)  would  have  been  washed  away, 
while  the  remaining  portion  of  the  works  would  have  been  untenable 
by  reason  of  the  depth  of  water  over  the  whole  interior  portion. 

The  number  of  officers  surrendered  (see  paper  marked  A*)  was 
12.  The  number  of  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  in  the  fort 
at  the  time  of  the  surrender  (see  paper  marked  B)  was  66,  while  the 
number  in  the  hospital  boat  Patton  was  (see  paper  marked  C)  16. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  making  honorable  mention  of  all  the  officers 
and  men  under  my  command.  To  Captain  Taylor,  of  the  artillery, 
and  the  officers  of  his  corps,  Lieutenants  Watts  and  Weller;  to  Cap¬ 
tain  G.  R.  G.  Jones,  in  command  of  the  right  battery;  to  Captains 
Miller  and  Hayden,  of  the  Engineers;  to  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  McConnico;  to  Captain  H.  L.  Jones,  brigade  quartermaster; 
to  Captain  McLaughlin,  quartermaster  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  and 
to  Surgeons  Voorhies  and  Horton,  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  the  thanks 
of  the  whole  country  are  due  for  their  consummate  devotion  to  our 
high  and  holy  cause.  To  Sergeants  John  Jones,  Hallam,  Cubine, 
and  Silcurk;  to  Corporals  Copas,  Cavin.  and  Renfro,  in  charge  of 
the  guns,  as  well  as  to  all  of  tire  men,  I  feel  a  large  debt  is  due  for 
their  bravery  and  efficiency  in  working  the  heavy  guns  so  long  and  so 
efficiently. 

Officers  and  men  alike  seemed  actuated  but  by  one  spirit — that  of 
devotion  to  a  cause  in  which  was  involved  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  happiness.  Every  blow  struck  was  aimed  by  cool  heads,  sup¬ 
ported  by  strong  arms  and  honest  hearts. 

I  feel  that  it  is  a  duty  that  I  owe  to  Colonel  A.  Heiman,  command¬ 
ing  the  Tenth  Tennessee  (Irish)  to  give  this  testimony  of  my  high 
appreciation  of  him  as  a  soldier  and  as  a  man,  due  to  his  gallant  regi¬ 
ment,  both  officers  and  men.  I  place  them  second  to  no  regiment  I 
have  seen  in  the  Army. 

To  Captain  Dixon,  of  the  Engineers,  I  owe  (as  does  the  whole 
country)  my  special  acknowledgment  of  his  ability  and  unceasing 
energies.  Under  his  immediate  eye  were  all  the  works  proposed  by 
myself  at  Forts  Donelson  and  Heiman  executed;  while  his  fruitful¬ 
ness  in  resources  to  meet  the  many  disadvantages  of  position  alone 
enabled  us  to  combat  its  difficulties  successfully. 

To  Lieutenant  Watts,  of  the  heavy  artillery,  as  acting  ordnance 
officer  at  Fort  Henry,  I  owe  this  special  notice  of  the  admirable  con¬ 
dition  of  the  ordnance  department  at  that  post. 

Lieutenant  Watts  is  the  coolest  officer  under  fire  I  ever  met  with. 
I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  marked  courtesy  and  consider¬ 
ation  of  Flag-Officer  Foote  of  the  Federal  Navy,  of  Captain  Stembel 
and  the  other  naval  officers,  to  myself,  officers,  and  men.  Their  gal¬ 
lant  bearing  during  the  action  gave  evidence  of  a  brave  and  therefore 
generous  foe. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lloyd  Tilghman,  _ 

B  rigadier-  General ,  G  ommanding. 

*  Nominal  lists  of  officers  and  men  surrendered  not  printed. 
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Supplemental  report  of  Brigadier-General  Tilghman,  C.  S.  Army, 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  9 ,  1862. 

My  attention  having  been  called,  since  writing  the  above  report, 
to  certain  statements  made  in  the  somewhat  unofficial  reports  of  the 
battles  of  Fort  Donelson,  on  the  subject  of  the  condition  of  the  forti¬ 
fications  at  that  place  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements, 
I  deem  it  highly  proper  to  protect  my  own  as  well  as  the  reputation 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  and  place  the  facts  of  the 
case  on  record. 

Nearly  broken  down  by  incessant  work  from  the  middle  of  June 
in  organizing  and  perfecting  the  First  Kentucky  Brigade  and  in 
remodeling  the  brigade  at  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  I  was  not  in  the  best 
condition,  so  late  as  December  15,  to  commence  in  a  new  field  of 
operations,  and  work  into  perfect  shape  a  third  brigade  and  carry 
on  the  system  of  fortifications  on  both  the  Cumberland  and  Tennes¬ 
see  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  important  line  intrusted  to  my 
care. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  simply  these:  On  reaching  Fort  Donel¬ 
son  the  middle  of  December,  I  found  at  my  disposal  six  undisciplined 
companies  of  infantry,  with  an  unorganized  light  battery,  while  a 
small  water  battery  of  two  light  guns  constituted  the  available  river 
defense.  Four  32-pounders  had  been  rightly  placed,  but  were  not 
available.  By  January  25  I  had  prepared  the  entire  batteries  (ex¬ 
cept  one  piece,  which  arrived  too  late) ,  for  the  river  defenses ;  built 
the  entire  fieldwork  with  a  trace  of  2,900  feet,  and  in  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  manner  constructed  a  large  amount  of  abatis,  and  commenced 
guarding  the  approaches  by  rifle  pits  and  abatis.  This  was  all  done 
when  the  reinforcements  arrived,  and,  when  the  total  lack  of  trans¬ 
portation  is  taken  into  consideration,  as  well  as  the  inclemency  of 
the  season,  and  yet  find  not  only  the  original  troops  there,  but  nearly 
all  my  reinforcements  housed  in  something  like  400  good  cabins,  I 
conceive  my  time  to  have  been  well  spent.  While  this  was  being 
done,  the  strengthening  of  Fort  Henry,  the  building  of  all  the  out¬ 
works  around  it,  together  with  the  advanced  state  of  the  new  works 
south  of  Tennessee  River,  Fort  Heiman,  together  with  its  line  of 
outworks,  of  rifle  pits  and  abatis  was  all  thoroughly  performed,  and 
satisfies  my  own  mind  that  officers  and  men  could  not  have  fallen 
short  in  their  duties  to  have  accomplished  so  much. 

The  failure  of  adequate  support,  doubtless  from  sufficient  cause, 
cast  me  upon  my  own  resources,  and  compelled  me  to  assume  respon¬ 
sibilities  which  may  have  worked  a  partial  evil.  I  aimed  at  the 
general  good,  and  am  the  last  man  to  shrink  from  assuming  what  is 
most  likely  to  accomplish  such  an  end. 

I  would  further  state  that  I  had  connected  both  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelson  by  a  line  of  telegraph  from  Cumberland  City — total 
length  of  line  about  35  miles — thus  placing  me  in  close  relations  with 
Bowling  Green  and  Columbus. 

[Lloyd  Tilghman,] 
Brigadier-General ,  G.  S.  Army. 
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Report  of  General  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding'  Western  Department. 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 
Bowling  Green ,  Ky.,  February  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  No  reliable  particulars  of  the  loss  of  Fort  Henry  have  yet 
reached  me.  This  much,  however,  is  known,  that  nearly  all  the  force 
at  Fort  Henry  retreated  to  Fort  Donelson,  and  it  is  said  that  General 
Tilghman  and  about  SO  officers  and  men  surrendered  in  the  fort. 

The  capture  of  that  fort  by  the  enemy  gives  them  the  control  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Tennessee  River,  and  their  gunboats  are  now  as¬ 
cending  the  river  to  Florence.  Operations  against  Fort  Donelson, 
on  the  Cumberland,  are  about  to  be  commenced,  and  that  work  will 
soon  be  attacked.  The  slight  resistance  at  Fort  Henry  indicates  that 
the  best  open  earthworks  are  not  reliable  to  meet  successfully  a  vigor¬ 
ous  attack  of  ironclad  gunboats,  and,  although  now  supported  by  a 
considerable  force,  I  think  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  will  probably 
take  Fort  Donelson  without  the  necessity  of  employing  their  land 
force  in  cooperation,  as  seems  to  have  been  done  at  Fort  Henry. 

Our  force  at  Fort  Donelson,  including  the  force  from  Fort  Henry 
and  three  regiments  of  General  Floyd’s  command,  is  about  7,000  men, 
not  well  armed  or  drilled,  except  Heiman’s  regiment  and  the  regi¬ 
ments  of  Floyd’s  command.  General  Floyd’s  command  and  the  force 
from  Hopkinsville  is  arriving  at  Clarksville,  and  can,  if  necessary, 
reach  Donelson  in  four  hours  by  steamers  which  are  there. 

Should  Fort  Donelson  be  taken  it  will  open  the  route  to  the  enemy 
to  Nashville,  giving  them  the  means  of  breaking  the  bridges  and  de¬ 
stroying  the  ferryboats  on  the  river  as  far  as  navigable. 

Tlie  occurrence  of  the  misfortune  of  losing  the  fort  will  cut  off  the 
communication  of  the  force  here  under  General  Hardee  from  the 
south  bank  of  the  Cumberland.  To  avoid  the  disastrous  consequences 
of  such  an  event,  I  ordered  General  Hardee  yesterday  to  make,  as 
promptly  as  it  could  be  done,  preparations  to  fall  back  to  Nashville 
and  cross  the  river. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  on  my  right  flank  would  have  made 
a  retrograde  in  that  direction  to  confront  the  enemy  indispensable 
in  a  short  time.  But  the  probability  of  having  the  ferriage  of  this 
army  corps  across  the  Cumberland  intercepted  by  the  gunboats  of  the 
enemy  admits  of  no  delay  in  making  the  movement. 

Generals  Beauregard  and  Hardee  are,  equally  with  myself,  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  our  force  from  this  line 
at  once. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  Johnston, 
General ,  G.  S.  Army. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


564 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Report  of  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Columbus,  Ky. 


Columbus,  Ivy.,  February  8 ,  1862. 
I  am  officially  advised  as  follows : 


Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  7,  1862. 

Fort  Henry  lias  fallen.  General  Tilghman,  Major  Gilmer,  and  about  SO  officers 
and  men  were  surrendered  with  the  forf.  Colonel  Heiman  brought  the  rest  of 
the  command  in  good  order  to  this  point.  About  3,000  in  the  aggregate  arrived 
at  11  o’clock,  last  night.  Owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  and  the  high 
water  of  the  various  watercourses  between  the  two  forts,  as  well  as  to  the  fact 
that  they  were  attacked  in  the  rear  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  Colonel  Heiman 
says  it  was  a  physical  impossibility  to  save  the  field  batteries.  Nothing  saved 
but  the  small  arms.  Colonel  Heiman  will  assume  command  here  this  morning 
until  the  arrival  of  General  Pillow,  who,  we  learn,  will  be  down  in  a  few  hours. 
The  telegraph  line  from  Cumberland  city  is  down.  Colonel  Heiman  does  not 
expect  a  fight  here  until  to-morrow.  I  remain  here  by  order  of  General  Tilgh¬ 
man  and  shall  still  do  so,  offering  my  services  as  volunteer  aid  to  whoever  is  in 
command. 


General  Polk. 


Powhatan  Ellis, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


I  am  just  advised  the  bridges  on  the  Memphis  and  Bowling  Green 
road  over  the  Tennessee  River  are  not  destroyed,  as  reported.  Three 
of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  have  gone  up  the  Tennessee  River  as  far  as 
Florence.  The  bridge  over  Bear  Creek,  on  the  Memphis  and  Charles¬ 
ton  Railroad,  threatened.  I  have  sent  six  companies  of  Colonel 
Looney’s  regiment  and  one  section  of  artillery,  with  Desha’s  Arkansas 
battery  (Chalmers  regiment)  from  Corinth.  Active  preparations 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  for  the  defense  of  this  frontier  seem 
now  indispensable. 

L.  Polk. 

General  S.  Cooper. 


Report  of  Colonel  Heiman,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  transmitting 

detailed  report. 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  please  find  my  report  in  regard  to  the  bom¬ 
bardment  and  surrender  of  Fort  Henry.  I  prepared  this  report  at 
Fort  Donelson  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry,  but  my 
imprisonment  after  the  surrender  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Donelson  pre¬ 
vented  me  from  forwarding  it  to  the  proper  authorities  before  now. 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  it  to  you  with  my  high  regards. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  Heiman, 

Colonel  Tenth  Tennessee  Regiment. 

Adjutant-General  Cooper. 


[Enclosure.] 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn., 

February  8,  1862. 

In  the  absence  of  General  Tilghman,  who  is  a  prisoner  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  being  next  in  command  of  his  division,  it  becomes  my 
duty ,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  in 
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regard  to  the  bombardment  and  surrender  of  Fort  Henry  and  the 
subsequent  retreat  of  its  garrison  to  Fort  Donelson : 

The  armament  of  the  fort  consisted  of  10  32-pounders,  2  42-pound¬ 
ers,  2  12-pounders,  1  24-pounder  rifled  gun,  and  1  10-inch  columbiad. 
The  garrison  consisted  of  my  regiment,  Tenth  Tennessee,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  MacGavock ;  the  Fourth  Mississippi, 
Colonel  Drake;  two  companies  of  the  Third  Alabama  Battalion, 
Major  Garvin ;  a  company  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  Taylor ; 
one  company  of  Forrest’s  cavalry,  Captain  Milner,  and  40  mounted 
men,  acting  Captain  Melton,  stationed  as  picket  and  rocket  guard 
at  Bailey’s  Landing,  3  miles  below  the  fort;  Captain  Culbertson’s 
light  battery  (4  6-pounders  and  1  6-pounder  rifled  gun),  amounting 
in  all  to  an  aggregate  of  1,885  men. 

The  heights  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  with  the  unfinished 
works  of  Fort  Heiman,  were  occupied  by  the  Twenty-seventh  Ala¬ 
bama  Regiment,  Colonel  Hughes;  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas,  Colonel 
Gee;  two  companies  of  Alabama  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captains 
Hubbard  and  Houston,  and  an  unorganized  company  of  40  men,  Ken¬ 
tucky  cavalry,  Captain  Padgett,  and  a  section  of  a  light  battery,  com¬ 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Stankiewicz,  amounting  in  all  to  1,100  men. 

At  Paris  Landing,  5  miles  above  the  fort,  the  Forty-eighth  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Colonel  Voorhies,  and  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Browder,  were  stationed.  These  were  skeleton  regiments  containing, 
together,  not  more  than  400  men. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee  and  the  Fourth  Missis¬ 
sippi,  these  were  all  new  troops  who  had  just  entered,  the  service. 
They  were  not  drilled,  were  badly  equipped,  and  very  indifferently 
armed  with  shotguns  and  Tennessee  rifles.  None  of  the  cavalry  had 
either  sabers  or  pistols  and  were  only  partly  armed  with  double-bar¬ 
reled  shotguns,  no  other  equipments  whatever.  There  was  much  sick¬ 
ness  among  the  new  troops,  so  that  the  forces  for  the  defense  of  Forts 
Henry  and  Heiman  did  not  amount  to  more  than  2,600  effective  men. 
There  were  also  at  Fort  Henry  the  steamers  Dunbar ,  Captain  Fowler; 
Lynn  Boyd ,  Captain  Smedley;  Appleton  Belle ,  Captain  Heffernan 
(regular  packet  from  the  fort  to  Danville)  ;  the  Samuel  Orr ,  and  the 
Patton.  The  latter  two  boats  were  used  for  hospitals. 

General  Tilghman’s  division  headquarters  being  at  Fort  Donelson, 
where  he  was  untiring  in  his  exertions  to  complete  the  defenses  of  that 
post,  Fort  Henry  during  his  absence  was  under  my  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  at  4 :  30  o’clock,  the  sentinel  at 
our  3-gun  battery  announced  a  rocket  signal  from  the  picket  at 
Bailey’s  Landing,  which  was  immediately  answered  by  a  rocket  from 
the  fort,  when  three  more  rockets  went  up  from  the  picket,  announc¬ 
ing  the  approach  of  three  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats.  The  11  guns 
bearing  on  the  river  were  immediately  manned  and  shotted,  and 
everything  held  in  readiness  for  an  attack.  The  steamers  were  all 
moved  out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  and  the  Dunbar  and 
Boyd  were  dispatched  to  Paris  Landing  for  the  two  regiments  sta¬ 
tioned  there.  I  sent  a  courier  to  General  Tilghman,  at  Fort  Donelson, 
informing  him  of  these  facts. 

Shortly  after  daylight  the  pickets  on  both  sides  of  the  river  re¬ 
ported  a  large  fleet  coming  up,  and  the  smoke  from  several  gunboats 
now  became  visible  over  the  island.  I  directed  Captain  Ellis,  of  the 
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Tenth,  with  a  small  escort  of  mounted  men,  to  proceed  down  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  and  Captain  Anderson,  of  the  same  regiment, 
on  the  opposite  bank,  to  reconnoiter  and  ascertain  whether  the  enemy 
was  landing  troops.  I  directed  Captain  Milner,  with  his  company  of 
cavalry,  to  occupy  the  several  roads  leading  from  Bailey’s  Landing 
to  the  fort,  and  throw  forward  a  sufficient  number  of  pickets  and 
videttes.  I  directed  Colonel  Drake  to  send  two  companies  of  his 
regiment  and  a  section  of  Culbertson’s  battery  to  the  rifle  pits  for  the 
defense  of  the  Dover  road,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
fort,  while  Major  Garvin  occupied  the  rifle  pits  across  the  road  lead¬ 
ing  to  Bailey’s  Landing.  Twelve  torpedoes  were  sunk  in  the  chute 
of  the  river  at  the  foot  of  the  island.  For  want  of  powder  and  time 
none  were  sunk  in  the  main  channel.  Those  sunk  were  rendered 
utterly  useless  by  the  heavy  rise  in  the  river. 

At  about  9  o’clock  the  gunboats  commenced  throwing  shells  at  the 
quarters  of  our  pickets  and  other  buildings  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Bailey’s  Landing. 

Captain  Ellis  returned,  reporting  eight  gunboats  and  ten  large 
transports  in  the  river,  and  that  they  were  landing  their  cavalry. 
He  also  stated  that  he  had  seen  two  light  batteries  or  barges,  but 
that  no  troops  were  at  that  time  landing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  I  again  sent  a  courier  to  General  Tilghmaii,  informing  him 
of  these  facts.  During  all  this  time  we  had  a  large  force  at  work  on 
the  epaulements,  and  trying  to  keep  the  water  out  of  the  fort.  The 
lower  magazine  had  already  2  feet  of  water  in  it,  and  the  ammunition 
had  been  removed  to  a  temporary  magazine  above  ground,  which  had 
but  very  little  protection,  but  we  had  been  at  work  day  and  night 
for  the  last  week,  to  cover  it  with  sand  bags  and  to  protect  it  by  a 
traverse. 

At  about  12  o’clock  five  gunboats  came  in  sight  in  the  main  chan¬ 
nel.  All  the  troops,  except  the  heavy  artillery  force,  were  marched 
out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  The  gunboats  formed  in  line  of 
battle  across  the  channel,  about  2  miles  below  the  fort,  beyond  the 
range  of  our  32-pounders.  I  gave  positive  orders  that  none  of  these 
guns  should  be  fired  unless  the  boats  came  within  their  range ;  there¬ 
fore,  we  had  only  to  depend  on  the  24-pounder  rifled  gun  and  the 
10-inch  columbiad,  the  latter  gun,  with  an  iron  carriage  on  an  iron 
chassis,  had,  on  previous  trials  of  firing  with  20-pound  charges, 
proved  defective,  owing  to  the  too  great  recoil  for  the  length  of  the 
chassis,  or  other  defects.  This  was,  however,  remedied  by  clamping 
the  carriage  to  the  chassis,  and  even  then  it  recoiled  with  such  tremen¬ 
dous  force  against  the  hurters  that  in  almost  every  instance  it  dis¬ 
arranged  the  pintle.  I  have  since  learned  that  this  defect  was  com¬ 
mon  to  these  guns. 

At  about  1  o’clock  the  gunboats  opened  fire  with  shell  and  shot, 
which  was  immediately  returned  by  our  rifled  gun  and  10-inch 
columbiad.  The  former  fired  Archer  shells.  At  the  third  or  fourth 
fire  one  of  the  clamps  of  the  columbiad  broke,  and  fearing  that  an¬ 
other  fire  would  upset  the  gun,  it  was  not  fired  again.  The  rifled  gun 
was  fired  in  quick- succession  and  with  good  effect;  meanwhile &the 
gunboats  kept  up  a  constant  fire  with  good  practice. 

As  the  boats  advanced  we  opened  fire  with  the  eleven  guns  bearino- 
on  the  river,  which  was  kept  up  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  the 
enemy  withdrew.  Their  shot  fell  in  and  around  the  fort.  Some  of 
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their  shells  fell  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  the  fort,  showing  a  range 
superior  to  our  own.  None  of  the  shells  which  fell  in  the  fort  ex¬ 
ploded,  and  but  one  man  was  wounded.  I  reported  the  result  to 
General  Tilghman,  and  that  the  enemy  was  landing  a  large  force, 
and  that  additional  transports  wTere  arriving. 

I  was  satisfied  that  we  could  not  hold  the  heights  opposite  the  fort, 
and  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  move  the  forces  from  there  to  Fort 
Henry,  but  did  not  like  to  take  the  responsibility  without  the  order 
of  General  Tilghman,  as  a  previous  order  from  you  stated  positively 
that  these  heights  must  be  held.  However,  these  troops  were  held  in 
readiness  to  move  at  a  moment’s  warning. 

At  5  o’clock  I  sent  another  courier  wuth  an  escort  to  the  general, 
stating  my  views  in  regard  to  the  troops  at  Fort  Heiman,  and  request¬ 
ing  his  orders,  or,  what  I  desired  more,  his  presence,  and  cautioned 
him  not  to  come  without  a  strong  escort,  and  by  the  upper  road, 
believing  that  the  enemy  had  already  cavalry  pickets  on  the  main 
Dover  road. 

Before  night  I  reinforced  the  outposts  on  the  Dover  road  with  two 
companies  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  under  Captains  Morgan  and  Ford, 
and  the  6-pounder  rifled  gun.  At  11 : 30  General  Tilghman  and 
Major  Gilmer’s  corps  of  engineers  arrived  with  three  companies  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gantt’s  cavalry,  from  Fort  Donelson. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  General  Tilghman  directed 
the  removal  of  the  troops  from  Fort  Heiman  to  Fort  Henry,  with 
the  exception  of  the  cavalry.  General  Tilghman  now  formed  the 
troops  at  the  fort  into  two  brigades.  The  first,  commanded  by  my¬ 
self,  consisting  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant-Colonel  MacGav- 
ock;  Forty-eighth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Browder;  Fifty-first  Tennessee, 
Colonel  Voorhies;  Colonel  Gantt’s  battalion  of  cavalry,  and  Captain 
Culbertson’s  light  battery.  The  second  brigade,  under  command 
of  Colonel  Drake,  consisted  of  the  Fourth  Mississippi,  Major  Adaire; 
Twenty-seventh  Alabama,  Colonel  Hughes ;  Alabama  battalion, 
Major  Garvin;  Captains  Milner’s  and  Melton’s  cavalry,  and  a  section 
of  light  battery,  Captain  Crain.  He  appointed  Major  McConnico 
assistant  adjutant-general  and  Lieutenant  Phar  aid-de-camp,  his  own 
staff  having  remained  at  Fort  Donelson.  General  Tilghman  assigned 
each  brigade  its  position  at  the  rifle  pits,  and  all  preparations  were 
made  to  receive  the  enemy  by  land  and  water. 

A  reconnoitering  party  of  cavalry  met  the  enemy,  and  in  a  skir¬ 
mish  one  man  of  Captain  Milner’s  company  was  killed.  General 
Tilghman  then  ordered  out  a  battalion  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  a 
battalion  of  the  Fourth  Mississippi,  and  Milner’s  cavalry,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  person  with  them  to  the  scene  of  the  skirmish,  but  the 
enemy  had  retired. 

During  the  night  Colonel  Milton  A.  Haynes,  of  the  artillery, 
arrived  from  Fort  Donelson  to  give  his  aid  in  the  coming  engage¬ 
ment,  and  brought  information  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Tilghman,  Colonel  Head  would  send  two  regiments  to  Kirk- 
man’s  Furnace  from  Fort  Donelson  next  morning,  which  is  halfway 
between  the  forts,  to  act  as  a  reserve. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  heavy  volumes  of  black  smoke 
rose  over  the  island,  manifesting  that  the  fleet  was  not  to  remain 
idle  long;  and,  judging  from  the  number  of  transports  in  the  river, 
they  must  have  landed  a  very  large  force  during  the  two  days  and 
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nights,  and,  as  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  General  Grant  had 
12,000  men  between  the  fort  and  Bailey’s  Landing,  and  General 
Smith  6,000  men  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

At  about  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  General  Tilghman  and  Major 
Gilmer  came  in  a  small  boat  from  the  steamer  Dunbar ,  which  was 
lying  during  the  night  at  Fort  Heirnan,  and  prepared  for  the  engage¬ 
ment  on  hand. 

At  11  o’clock  the  gunboats  made  their  appearance  in  the  chute, 
seven  in  number,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  2  miles  from  the  fort. 
General  Tilghman  ordered  the  troops  to  be  marched  out  of  range 
of  the  enemy’s  guns.  None  were  permitted  to  remain  in  the  fort  but 
those  on  duty  with  the  artillery,  who  were  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Taylor. 

General  Tilghman,  with  his  staff,  took  position  at  the  center  oat- 
tery  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  gunboats  and  direct  the  firing 
of  our  batteries.  The  enemy  opened  fire  with  shot  and  shell,  which 
was  returned  by  our  10-inch  columbiad  and  24-pounder  rifled  gun, 
until  they  came  in  range  of  the  lighter  guns,  when  the  whole  eleven 
guns  bearing  on  the  river  opened  fire.  The  enemy’s  practice 
improved  as  they  advanced.  The  firing  on  both  sides  was  without  a 
moment’s  intermission. 

Shot  after  shot  were  exchanged  with  admirable  rapidity  and  pre¬ 
cision,  and  the  enemy’s  shell  struck  and  exploded  in  every  direction. 
Unfortunately  our  most  reliable  gun,  the  24-pounder  rifled,  burst, 
wounding  all  the  men  who  served  it.  Shortly  afterwards  the  vent 
of  the  10-inch  columbiad  closed  and  could  not  be  opened.  Our  reli¬ 
ance  was  now  on  the  32  and  42  pounders,  and,  I  regret  to  state,  for 
the  latter  we  had  not  the  proper  ammunition.  Shortly  afterwards 
a  premature  explosion  of  one  of  the  guns  killed  2  men.  By  this 
time  we  had  lost  the  use  of  five  guns,  but  a  constant  fire  was  kept 
up  on  both  sides,  the  gunboats  nearing  all  the  time,  their  point-blank 
range  telling  fearfully  on  the  fort,  while  we  had  to  depress  our 
guns  and  change  our  range  after  every  shot.  This  unequal  fire  was 
kept  up  with  an  energy  which  does  great  credit  to  the  officers  and 
men  at  the  guns. 

This  fearful  cannonading  had  lasted  now  over  an  hour,  and  it  was 
evident  the  fort  could  not  hold  out  much  longer.  Major  Gilmer 
called  my  attention  to  the  state  of  affairs,  requesting  me  to  state  to 
General  Tilghman  that  it  was  useless  to  hold  out  longer;  to  keep  up 
this  unequal  contest  would  cost  the  lives  of  many  more  without  any 
possible  advantage  to  the  result.  I  replied  to  Major  Gilmer  that 
these  were  my  views,  but  that  I  would  not  like  to  make  any  sugges¬ 
tions  to  the  general;  that  he  must  be  his  own  judge  in  regard  to  this 
affair.  When  General  Tilghman  was  shortly  after  reminded  of  the 
state  of  affairs,  he  would  not  entertain  the  idea  of  a  surrender,  stating 
that  he  had  as  yet  lost  but  few  men,  and  inquired  the  reason  why 
some  of  the  guns  had  ceased  firing.  He  was  told  that  several  of  the 
men  were  killed,  many  wounded,  and  all  the  rest  exhausted,  and  that 
we  had  no  men  to  relieve  them.  The  general  threw  off  his  coat, 
sprang  on  the  chassis  of  the  nearest  gun,  stating  that  he  would  work 
it  himself,  ordering,  at  the  same  time,  50  men  of  my  regiment  to  the 
fort  to  assist  the  gunners.  Seeing  nobody  whom  I  could  send  for 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS.  569 

them,  I  started  myself,  the  bombardment  still  going  on  unabated; 
but  before  I  could  reach  the  command  the  boats  were  so  close  to  the 
fort  that  further  resistance  was  impossible.  The  flag  was  hauled 
down  and  the  firing  ceased. 

I  returned  in  person  immediately  to  the  fort  for  further  orders. 
General  Tilghman  informed  me  that  he  had  surrendered,  believing 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so,  as  every  military  man  would  see  the 
impossibility  of  holding  the  fort  against  such  fearful  odds,  and  stat¬ 
ing  to  me  that  1  was  not  included  in  the  surrender,  as  I  was  not  in 
the  fort  at  the  time  the  flag  was  struck,  and  directed  me  to  continue 
the  retreat,  according  to  orders,  to  Fort  Donelson  by  the  upper  road, 
having  gained  all  the  time  necessary  for  a  safe  retreat.  Owing  to 
bad  roads,  the  high  water,  and  the  close  pursuit  of  the  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry,  I  found  it  a  physical  impossibility  to  save  the  light  artillery. 

About  3  miles  from  the  fort  our  rear  was  attacked  by  the  enemy’s 
cavalry.  Their  fire  was  handsomely  returned  by  Colonel  Gee  and 
Major  Garvin.  Major  Lee,  of  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas,  and  Captain 
Leach,  of  the  Alabama  battalion,  were  surrounded  and  made  pris¬ 
oners.  We  sustained  no  other  loss. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  state  that  the  self-sacrificing  heroism  dis¬ 
played  by  General  Tilghman  in  this  terrible  and  most  unequal  strug¬ 
gle  challenges  the  admiration  of  all  gallant  men  and  entitles  him  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  whole  people  of  the  Confederate  States.  The 
tact,  skill,  and  untiring  energy  which  characterized  his  whole  course 
while  in  command  of  the  defense  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland 
rivers  proved  him  a  most  skillful  and  gallant  leader. 

During  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Henry  General  Tilghman  was 
ably  assisted  by  Major  Gilmer,  Colonel  Haynes,  Major  McConnico, 
Captains  Miller  and  Hayden  (engineers),  Captain  Taylor,  Lieuten¬ 
ants  Watts  and  Weller,  and  Captain  G.  R.  G.  Jones;  and  the  men 
under  their  command  deserve  particular  credit  for  the  effective  and 
energetic  manner  in  which  they  managed  their  guns. 

My  thanks  are  eminently  due  to  Colonel  Drake  and  the  regimental 
and  detachment  commanders  for  the  able  and  orderly  manner  in 
which  they  conducted  their  commands. 

The  events  which  followed  so  closely  upon  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry— 
the  surrender  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Donelson  and  my  own  imprison¬ 
ment,  from  which  I  have  just  been  released — have  pre vented  me  from 
forwarding  this  report  at  an  earlier  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Heiman, 

Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade ,  Tilghman’s  Division. 

Colonel  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Expedition  up  the  Tennessee  River  to  Florence ,  Ala.,  by  the  U.  S. 
gunboats  Lexington ,  Tyler ,  and  Conestoga ,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Phelps ,  £7.  S.  Navy ,  February  6-10 , 1862. 

[Telegram.  ] 


Cairo,  February  11,  1862. 

The  gunboats  Lexington ,  Tyler,  and  Conestoga,  under  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Phelps,  agreeably  to  my  orders,  have  proceeded  up  the 
Tennessee  River  and  destroyed  or  captured  all  the  rebel  boats,  broken 
up  their  camps,  and  made  a  prize  of  their  fine  new  gunboat.  They 
went  up  as  far  as  the  river  was  navigable.  I  move  up  to-morrow  in 
another  direction. 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Paducali  (via  Cairo),  February  12,  1862. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps  has  returned  from  a  cruiso 
up  the  Tennessee  River,  whither  I  ordered  him,  as  already  communi¬ 
cated  to  you,  with  his  division  of  three  gunboats,  the  Tyler,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Gwin;  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Shirk ;  and  the  Conestoga.  He  ascended  to  Florence,  Ala.,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Mussel  Shoals  and  the  head  of  navigation  water  for  his 
vessels.  The  half-finished  rebel  gunboat  Eastport  was  captured, 
with  two  other  steamers,  and  the  rebels  were  forced  to  burn  six  of 
their  transport  steamers  freighted  with  military  supplies.  The  ex¬ 
pedition  has  brought  doAvn  250,000  feet  lumber,  seized  with  the  Fast- 
port,  all  the  floating  ironwork  machinery  belonging  to  her,  and  very 
considerable  quantities  of  arms,  implements,  camp  utensils,  provisions, 
clothing,  etc.  The  winter  quarters  of  a  rebel  regiment  were  burned. 
Captain  Phelps  found  a  strong  Union  feeling  manifested  throughout 
Tennessee  and  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  I  will  forward  his  offi¬ 
cial  report  to  me  by  mail.  His  work  has  been  thorough  and  merits 
the  highest  praise. 

A.  II.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Railroad  Crossing,  Tennessee  River ,  February  10,  1862. 
Sir:  We  have  returned  to  this  point  from  an  entirely  successful 
expedition  to  Florence.  At  the  foot  of  the  Mussel  Shoals,  Alabama, 
the  rebels  were  forced  to  burn  six  steamers,  and  we  captured  two 
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others,  besides  the  half-complete  gunboat  Eastport.  The  steamers 
burned  were  freighted  with  rebel  military  stores.  The  Eastport  has 
about  250,000  feet  of  lumber  on  board.  Captured  200  stand  of  arms 
and  a  quantity  of  clothing  and  stores,  and  destroyed  the  encampment 
of  Colonel  [James  M.]  Crews  at  Savannah,  Tenn.  Found  the  Union 
sentiment  strong. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  [L.]  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U .  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters .  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant 
Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  St.  Louis, 

Paducah ,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  and  high  gratification  to  forward  to  the 
Department  the  official  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps, 
by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has,  with  consummate  skill,  courage, 
and  judgment,  performed  a  highly  beneficial  service  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  no  doubt  will  be  appreciated. 

I  can  not  too  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Phelps  for  this  his  signal  service  in  his  long  cruise  to  the 
head  of  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  River. 

I  am  now,  with  three  ironclad  steamers,  ascending  the  Cumberland 
River  to  cooperate  with  General  Grant  in  an  attack  on  Fort  Donelson. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  accompanies  me. 
In  great  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Tennessee  River ,  February  10, 1862. 

Sir:  Soon  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Henry,  on  the  6th  instant, 
I  proceeded,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  up  the  Tennessee  River  with 
the  Tyler ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin/  Lexington,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Shirk,  and  this  vessel,  forming  a  division  of  the 
flotilla,  and  arrived  after  dark  at  the  railroad  crossing,  25  miles 
above  the  fort,  having  on  the  way  destroyed  a  small  amount  of  camp 
equipage,  abandoned  by  the  fleeing  rebels.  The  draw  of  the  bridge 
was  found  closed  and  the  machinery  for  turning  it  disabled.  About 
li  miles  above,  were  several  rebel  transport  steamers  escaping 
upstream.  A  party  was  landed  and  in  one  hour  I  had  the  satisfaction 
to  see  the  draw  open.  The  Tyler  being  the  slowest  of  the  gunboats, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  landed  a  force  to  destroy  a  portion 
of  the  railroad  track  and  to  secure  such  military  stores  as  might  be 
found,  while  I  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  to  follow 
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me  with  all  speed  in  chase  of  the  fleeing  boats.  In  five  hours  this 
boat  succeeded  in  forcing  the  rebels  to  abandon  and  burn  three  of 
their  boats,  loaded  with  military  stores.  The  first  one  fired  (Samuel 
Orr)  had  on  board  a  quantity  of  submarine  batteries,  which  very  soon 
exploded ;  the  second  one  was  freighted  with  powder,  cannon,  shot, 
grape,  balls,  etc.  Fearing  an  explosion  from  the  fired  boats  (there 
were  two  together),  I  had  stopped  at  a  distance  of  1,000  yards;  but 
even  there  our  skylights  were  broken  by  the  concussion ;  the  light 
upper  deck  was  raised  bodily,  doors  were  forced  open,  and  locks  and 
fastenings  everywhere  broken. 

The  whole  river  for  half  a  mile  around  about  was  completely  beaten 
up  by  the  falling  fragments  and  the  shower  of  shot,  grape,  balls,  etc. 
The  house  of  a  reported  Union  man  was  blown  to  pieces,  and  it  is 
suspected  there  was  design  in  landing  the  boats  in  front  of  the 
doomed  home.  The  Lexington  having  fallen  astern,  and  without  a 
pilot  on  board,  I  concluded  to  wait  for  both  of  the  boats  to  come  up. 
Joined  by  them  we  proceeded  up  the  river.  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Gwin  had  destroyed  some  of  the  trestlework  at  the  end  of  the  bridge, 
burning  with  them  a  lot  of  camp  equipage.  I.  N.  Brown,  formerly 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  now  signing  himself  “  Lieutenant,  C.  S.  N.,” 
had  fled  with  such  precipitation  as  to  leave  his  papers  behind.  These 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  brought  away  and  I  send  them  to 
you,  as  they  give  an  official  history  of  the  rebel  floating  preparations 
on  the  Mississippi,  Cumberland,  and  Tennessee.  Lieutenant  Brown 
had  charge  of  the  construction  of  gunboats.  At  night  on  the  7th  we 
arrived  at  a  landing  in  Hardin  County,  Tenn.,  known  as  Cerro  Gordo, 
where  we  found  the  steamer  Eastport  being  converted  to  a  gunboat. 
Armed  boats’  crews  were  immediately  sent  on  board  and  search  made 
for  means  of  destruction  that  might  have  been  devised.  She  had  been 
scuttled  and  the  suction  pipes  broken.  These  leaks  were  soon  stopped. 
A  number  of  rifle  shots  were  fired  at  our  vessels,  but  a  couple  of  shells 
dispersed  the  rebels.  On  examination  I  found  that  there  were  large 
quantities  of  timber  and  lumber  prepared  for  fitting  up  the  East-port ; 
that  the  vessel  itself,  some  280  feet  long,  was  in  excellent  condition 
and  already  half  finished;  considerable  of  the  plating  designed  for 
her  was  lying  on  the  bank  and  everything  at  hand  to  complete  her. 
I  therefore  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  to  remain  with 
the  Tyler  to  guard  the  prize,  and  to  load  the  lumber,  etc.,  while  the 
Lexington  and  Conestoga  should  proceed  still  higher  up. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  the  8th  we  passed  Eastport,  Miss.,  and  at 
Chickasaw,  farther  up,  near  the  State  line,  seized  two  steamers.,  the 
Sallie _  Wood  and  Muscle ,  the  former  laid  up  and  the  latter  freighted 
with  iron  destined  for  Richmond  and  for  rebel  use.  We  then^  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  up  the  river,  entering  the  State  of  Alabama  and  ascending 
to  1  lorence,  at  the  foot  of  the  IVfussel  Shoals.  On  coming  in  sight  of 
the  town  three  steamers  were  discovered,  which  were  immediately  set 
on  fire  by  the  rebels.  Some  shots  were  fired  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  below.  A  force  was  landed  and  considerable  quantities 
of  supplies,  marked  “  Fort  Henry,”  were  secured  from  the  burnino- 
wrecks.  Some  had  been  landed  and  stored.  These  I  seized,  putting 
such  as  we  could  bring  away  on  board  our  vessels  and  destroying  the 
remainder.  No  flats  or  other  craft  could  be  found.  I  found  also  more 
of  the  iron  and  plating  intended  for  the  Eastport. 
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A  deputation  of  citizens  of  Florence  waited  upon  me,  first  desir¬ 
ing  that  they  might  be  made  able  to  quiet  the  fears  of  their  wives 
and  daughters  with  assurances  from  me  that  they  would  not  be 
molested;  and,  secondly,  praying  that  I  would  not  destroy  their 
railroad  bridge.  As  for  the  first  I  told  them  we  were  neither  ruf¬ 
fians  nor  savages,  and  that  we  were  there  to  protect  from  violence 
and  to  enforce  the  law ;  and  with  reference  to  the  second,  that  if  the 
bridge  were  away  we  could  ascend  no  higher,  and  that  it  could 
possess,  so  far  as  I  saw,  no  military  importance,  as  it  simply  con¬ 
nected  Florence  itself  with  the  railroad  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
river. 

We  had  seized  three  of  their  steamers,  one  the  half-finished  gun¬ 
boat,  and  had  forced  the  rebels  to  burn  six  others  loaded  with  sup¬ 
plies,  and  their  loss,  with  that  of  the  freight,  is  a  heavy  blow  to  the 
enemy.  Two  boats  are  still  known  to  be  on  the  Tennessee,  and  are 
doubtless  hidden  in  some  of  the  creeks,  where  we  shall  be  able  to  find 
them  when  there  is  time  for  the  search. 

We  returned  on  the  night  of  the  8th  to  where  the  Eastport  lay. 
The  crew  of  the  Tyler  had  already  gotten  on  board  of  the  prize  an 
immense  amount  of  lumber,  etc.  The  crews  of  the  three  boats  set 
to  work  to  finish  the  undertaking,  and  wTe  have  brought  away  prob¬ 
ably  250,000  feet  of  the  best  quality  of  ship  and  building  lumber, 
all  the  iron,  machinery,  spikes,  plating,  nails,  etc.,  belonging  to  the 
rebel  gunboat,  and  I  caused  the  mill  to  be  destroyed  where  the  lum¬ 
ber  had  been  sawed. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  in  our  absence  had  enlisted  some 
25  Tennesseeans,  who  gave  information  of  the  encampment  of  Colonel 
Crews’  rebel  regiment,  at  Savannah,  Tenn.  A  portion  of  .the  600 
or  700  men  were  known  to  be  “  pressed  ”  men,  and  all  were  badly 
armed.  After  consultation  with  Lieutenants  Commanding  Gwin 
and  Shirk,  I  determined  to  make  a  land  attack  upon  the  encamp¬ 
ment.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  with  30  riflemen,  came  on 
board  the  Conestoga ,  leaving  his  vessel  to  guard  the  Eastport ,  and 
accompanied  by  the  Tyler  we  proceeded  up  to  that  place,  prepared 
to  land  130  riflemen  and  a  12-pounder  rifled  howitzer.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Gwin  took  command  of  this  force  when  landed,  but 
had  the  mortification  to  find  the  camp  deserted.  The  rebels  had  fled 
at  1  o’clock  in  the  night,  leaving  considerable  quantities  of  arms, 
clothing,  shoes,  camp  utensils,  provisions,  implements,  etc.,  all  of 
which  were  secured  or  destroyed,  and  their  winter  quarters  of  log 
huts  were  burned.  I  seized  also  a  large  mail  bag,  and  send  you  the 
letters  giving  military  information.  The  gunboats  were  then 
dropped  down  to  a  point  where  arms  gathered  under  the  rebel  “  press 
law  ”  had  been  stored,  and  an  armed  party  under  Second  Master 
Goudy,  of  the  Tyler ,  succeeded  in  seizing  about  70  rifles  and  fowling 
pieces.  Returning  to  Cerro  Gordo,  we  took  the  Eastport ,  Sallie 
Wood.,  and  Muscle  in  tow,  and  came  down  the  river  to  the  railroad 
crossing.  The  Muscle  sprung  a  leak,  and  all  efforts  failed  to  prevent 
her  sinking,  and  we  were  forced  to  abandon  her,  and  with  her  a 
considerable  quantity  of  fine  lumber.  We  are  having  trouble  in 
getting  through  the  draw  of  the  bridge  here. 

I  now  come  to  the,  to  me,  most  interesting  portion  of  this  report, 
one  which  has  already  become  lengthy ;  but  I  must  trust  you  will 
find  some  excuse  for  this  in  the  fact  that  it  embraces  a  history  of 
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labors  and  movements  day  and  night  from  the  6th  to  the  10th  of 
the  month,  all  of  which  details  I  deem  it  proper  to  give  you.  We 
have  met  with  the  most  gratifying  proofs  of  loyalty  everywhere 
across  Tennessee,  and  in  the  portions  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  we 
visited  most  affecting  instances  greeted  us  almost  hourly.  Men, 
women,  and  children  several  times  gathered  in  crowds  of  hundreds, 
shouted  their  welcome  and  hailed  their  national  flag  with  an  enthu¬ 
siasm  there  was  no  mistaking.  It  was  genuine  and  heartfelt.  Those 
people  braved  everything  to  go  to  the  river  bank,  where  a  sight  of 
their  flag  might  once  more  be  enjoyed,  and  they  have  experienced,  as 
they  related,  every  possible  form  of  persecution.  Tears  flowed  freely 
down  the  cheeks  of  men  as  well  as  of  women,  and  there  were  those 
who  had  fought  under  the  stars  and  stripes  at  Moultrie,  who,  in 
this  manner  testified  to  their  joy.  This  display  of  feeling  and  sense 
of  gladness  at  our  success,  and  the  hopes  it  created  in  the  breasts  of 
so  many  people  in  the  heart  of  the  Confederacy  astonished  us  not  a 
little,  and  I  assure  you,  sir,  I  would  not  have  failed  to  witness 
it  for  any  consideration.  I  trust  it  has  given  us  all  a  higher  sense  of 
the  sacred  character  of  our  present  duties.  I  was  assured  at  Savan¬ 
nah  that  of  the  several  hundred  troops  there,  more  than  one-half,  had 
we  gone  to  the  attack  in  time,  would  have  hailed  us  as  deliverers  and 
gladly  enlisted  with  the  national  force.  In  Tennessee  the  people 
generally  in  their  enthusiasm  braved  secessionists  and  spoke  their 
views  freely;  but  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama  what  wTas  said  was 
guarded.  “  If  we  dared  express  ourselves  freely  you  would  hear 
such  a  shout  greeting  your  coming  as  you  never  heard.”  “  We  know 
there  are  many  Unionists  among  us,  but  a  reign  of  terror"  makes  us 
afraid  of  our  shadows.”  We  were  told,  too,  “  Bring  us  a  small 
organized  force  with  arms  and  ammunition  for  us,  and  we  can  main¬ 
tain  our  position  and  put  down  rebellion  in  our  midst.”  There 
were,  it  is  true,  whole  communities  wdio,  on  our  approach,  fled  to  the 
woods,  but  these  were  where  there  was  less  of  the  loyal  element  and 
where  the  fleeing  steamers  in  advance  had  spread  tales  of  our  com¬ 
ing  with  firebrands,  burning,  destroying,  ravishing,  and  plundering. 

The  crews  of  these  vessels  have  had  a  very  laborious  time,  but  have 
evinced  a  spirit  in  their  work  highly  creditable  to  them.  Lieuten¬ 
ants  Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk  have  been  untiring,  and  I  owe 
to  them  and  to  their  officers  many  obligations  for  our  entire  success. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer,  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander 
Walke ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  cooperation  in  the  destruction  of 
railroad  bridge  over  Tennessee  River. 

Headquarters  at  Cairo, 

F ort  Henry ,  Tenn .,  February  7 , 1862. 
Captain  :  The  party  that  went  up  the  river  last  night  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  destroying  the  railroad  bridge  had  to  return  without  accom¬ 
plishing  their  object,  in  consequence  of  finding  the  bridge  guarded. 
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I  would  request  that  you  go  up  with  your  boat  to-day  and  take  some 
20  men  that  I  will  furnish  to  do  the  job. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[U.  S.  Grant,] 

Brigadier-General. 

Captain  Walke, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  destruction  of 

railroad  bridge ,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  Brigadier- 

General  Grant. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Fort  Henry ,  Tennessee  River ,  February  8,  186 2. 

Sir:  I  have  just  returned  from  destroying  the  bridges  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  and  Bowling  Green  Railroad  (up  this  river),  where  I  was  in¬ 
structed  to  proceed  by  General  Grant  on  the  7th  instant.  Colonel 
[J.  D.]  Webster,  with  other  officers,  and  two  companies  of  sharp¬ 
shooters,  accompanied  me  to  do  the  job. 

We  found  the  place  deserted  by  rebel  troops,  who  left  their  tents, 
wagons,  etc.,  some  of  which  we  brought  here. 

I  am  nearly  out  of  coal  and  provisions. 

The  magazine  and  shell  rooms  of  this  vessel  leak  badly,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  our  carpenter  can  stop  it,  unless  the  vessel  is  light¬ 
ened  so  that  he  can  get  at  it. 

I  suspect  that  some  of  our  rifle  shell  have  not  been  filled,  as  there  is 
great  difference  in  the  weight  of  them,  and  I  picked  up  one  in  Fort 
Henry  with  the  fuze  out,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  its  having  been 
filled  with  powder.  They  require  gauging.  All  is  well  on  board. 
We  expended  101  shell  and  1  solid  shot  on  Fort  Henry.  The  Con¬ 
estoga,  Tyler ,  and  Lexington  have  not  returned. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Western  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  February  8 ,  1862. 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  T.  A.  Scott,  now  in  this  city,  will  com¬ 
municate  with  you  by  telegraph  this  evening.  Please  give  him  all 
possible  information  about  the  condition  of  your  command. 

H.  W.  Halleck. 

A.  H.  Foote,  or  Ranking  [Officer.] 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  \February ]  8,  1862. 

I  want  some  detailed  information  for  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re¬ 
gard  to  mortars,  mortar  beds,  mortar  boats,  and  other  equipment 
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necessary  for  the  Mississippi  Flotilla.  Are  you  prepared  now  to  give 
me  detailed  information  in  regard  to  the  enquiry?  Please  answer. 

Thos.  A.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  War. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  February  8,  1862. 

Plow  many  floats  were  ordered  to  be  built?  How  many  have  been 
delivered  ready  for  armament?  If  any  that  were  ordered  have  not 
been  delivered,  where  are  they  and  what  is  their  condition?  How 
many  mortars  are  wanted  for  the  fleet?  How  many  of  them  have 
been  received?  How  many  mortar  beds  have  been  received,  and  how 
many  more  are  needed?  At  what  time  do  you  want  to  have  the 
flotilla  ready  for  movement? 

Thos.  A.  Scott, 

Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  February  8 ,  1862. 

Please  prepare  for  me  a  statement  in  detail  of  all  your  gunboats, 
their  equipment  and  force  now  on  them;  also  a  statement  setting 
forth  the  additional  force  and  equipment  that  you  need  and  the  same 
regarding  the  floats.  I  will  run  over  to  Cairo  on  Monday  to  see  you. 
The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  understand  the  whole  matter  per¬ 
taining  to  Mississippi  movements  and  to  provide  all  that  may  be 
needed.  If  you  will  have  those  statements  prepared  we  can  then 
talk  the  whole  subject  over,  so  that  I  will  get  a  thorough  under¬ 
standing  of  the  matter.  Please  answer. 

Thos.  A.  Scott. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 


Order  of  the  President  to  Brigadier- General  Ripley ,  TJ.  S.  Army , 
regarding  ammunition  for  the  Western  flotilla. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

Washington  City ,  February  8 ,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  request  you  to  supply 
whatever  ammunition  there  may  be  required  for  the  gunboat  flotilla 
at  Cairo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

U.  S.  Navy ,  Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Brigadier-General  J.  W.  Ripley,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Ordnance ,  Washington  City ,  D.  C. 
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[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  February  8,  1862. 

(Received  9th.) 

Want  of  steamers  prevented  testing  the  mortars  to-day ;  will  do  so 
to-morrow. 

Repairing  damages  to  gunboats  Cincinnati  and  Essex,  which  will 
require  ten  days. 

Twenty  men,  soldiers,  arrived  for  the  gunboats  from  St.  Louis. 
Want  of  men,  I  fear,  will  detain  the  mortar  boats,  as  the  officers  are 
generally  unwilling  for  any  but  their  poorest  men  leaving  their  com¬ 
panies. 


[Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department .] 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  A.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Sanford , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  shipment  of  men. 


Cairo,  February  9,  1862. 

You  are  authorized  to  engage  second  masters  instead  of  fourth 
masters. 

I  enclose  shipping  articles.  You  may  ship  men  for  me  for  one 
37ear  or  less  time,  should  the  war  end  before  the  year  expires. 

Have  twelve  officers  of  rank  to  be  with  Captain  Constable.  Have 
a -good  stateroom  and  mess  room  for  commanding  officer  in  case  a 
navy  commander  should  take  Captain  Constable’s  place,  but  use  your 
discretion  in  the  matter. 

Have  twelve  rooms  for  officers  for  mortar  boats. 

Use  your  discretion  to  procure  men  and  things  necessary  for  the 
boats. 


Respectfully,  yours, 


Lieutenant  J.  P.  Sanford. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


[Telegram.  ] 

St.  Louis,  February  9,  1862. 

If  three  gunboats  can  be  spared  from  Cairo  and  made  efficient,  I 
wish  them  sent  up  the  Cumberland  to  Dover  and  Clarksville.  Con¬ 
sult  Commodore  Foote  and  let  me  know  when  and  how  many  can  go. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-  General. 

Brigadier-General  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  9 ,  1862. 

I  telegraphed  you  this  morning  and  find  my  dispatch  not  sent  at 
8  this  evening.  I  have  already  consulted  with  Foote,  anticipating 
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your  orders.  He  can’t  send  gunboats  up  Cumberland.  Will  see  him 
again. 

G.  W.  Cullum, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  making  enquiry  regarding 
discharge  and  pension  for  disabled  officers. 

Cairo,  February  10 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  ask  for  information  in  regard  to  dis¬ 
abled  officers,  appointed  by  me  in  the  gunboat  service.  Shall  I  dis¬ 
charge  them?  Are  they  entitled  to  a  pension?  Also,  in  regard  to 
men’s  clothing  destroyed  under  action,  are  they  better  entitled  to  any 
compensation  for  the  same? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  February  10,  1862. 

Persuade  Flag-Officer  Foote,  if  possible,  to  send  gunboats  up  the 
Cumberland.  Two  will  answer  if  he  can  send  no  more.  They  must 
precede  the  transports.  I  am  straining  every  nerve  to  send  troops 
to  take  Dover  and  Clarksville.  Troops  are  on  their  way.  All  we 
want  is  gunboats  to  precede  the  transports.  Show  him  this. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-  General. 

Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Cairo,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  February  12,  1862. 

The  following  dispatches  relate  to  Federal  movements  in  Ten¬ 
nessee.  The  Southern  papers  contain  following  interesting  items: 

Lynchburg,  Va.,  February  JO.— The  Lynchburg  Virginian  has  received  a 
private  dispatch  from  Chattanooga  dated  on  the  9th  instant,  which  states 
that  the  Federal  gunboats  reached  Florence  about  4  o’clock  p.  m.  yesterday. 
Troops  were  landed  and  the  town  occupied  by  them.  They  went  up  within  a 
mile  of  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  last  night.  This  morning  they  left  and  took  to  their 
gunboats.  \  later  dispatch  to  the  Virginian  from  Chattanooga,  dated  to-day, 
says  the  reported  fight  at  Bear  Creek  is  untrue.  The  Lincolnites  had  again 
returned  to  Florence.  No  bridges  had  been  burned  on  the  railroad.  Com¬ 
munication  was  entirely  cut  off  between  Chattanooga  and  Memphis.  The  Fed- 
erals  are  landing  at  Eastport,  Miss.,  30  miles  below  Florence  on  the  Tennessee 
River. 
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Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  10. — The  Federal  gunboats  passed  down  the 
Tennessee  River  from  Florence  yesterday  and  carried  off  large  quantities  of 
Government  stores.  The  Florence  steamers,  Robb  and  Dunbar,  are  safe.  They 
ran  up  Cypress  Creek  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  No  injury  was  done  to 
private  property  or  to  the  railroad.  The  enemy  is  expected  back  soon.  About 
500  Federal  cavalry  were  landed  from  the  gunboats. 

Savannah,  Hardin  County,  Tenn.,  February  10. — About  10  o’clock  yesterday 
the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Tennessee  River  was  held  by  250  Federals.  The 
work  had  not  been  injured  by  the  enemy.  They  say  that  within  two  weeks  they 
will  have  possession  of  the  entire  road. 

Nashville,  February  10. — Passengers  who  arrived  here  this  evening  by  steam¬ 
boat  state  that  our  scouts  report  that  the  Federal  infantry  and  cavalry  were 
within  4  miles  of  Fort  Donelson  on  yesterday.  Other  passengers  say  that  the 
Federal  gunboats  were  in  sight  of  the  fort  on  yesterday.  A  private  dispatch 
from  Clarksville  to-day  says  that  Fort  Donelson  is  safe  and  can  not  be  taken. 
The  Federals  destroyed  several  spans  of  the  bridge  at  Florence  connecting  with 
Tuscumbia.  There  were  six  steamboats  at  Florence,  two  of  which  were  cap¬ 
tured.  The  other  four  were  set  on  fire  and  burned  by  the  citizens  of  Florence. 
A  private  dispatch  received  this  evening  from  Decatur  says  everything  is  quiet. 
The  trains  will  run  regularly  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad. 

New  Orleans,  February  10. — Private  and  general  dispatches  sustain  the 
report  that  reconnoitering  gunboats  had  gone  up  the  Tennessee  River  as  high  as 
Florence. 

Nashville,  February  10. — A  private  dispatch  received  last  night  from  Flor¬ 
ence  states  that  the  gunboats  had  left  that  place.  Fort  Donelson  had  been 
largely  reinforced  but  no  advices  received  of  movements  there. 

Fulton. 

Captain  Fox. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  dispatch  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  urgent  need  of  men. 


Navy  Department,  February  12,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  subjoin  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Flag- 
Officer  Foote,  from  the  tenor  of  which  you  will  perceive  that  the 
matter  demands  immediate  attention. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Enclosure.] 


Cairo,  February  11. 

I  trust  that  the  600  seafaring  men  will  immediately  be  sent  to  us. 
I  am  off  again  to-night  with  other  gunboats  and  have  to  transfer  the 
men  again,  which  causes  the  greatest  dissatisfaction  among  them  and 
30  have  run  from  one  steamer  to  avoid  transfer.  We  suffer  for  want 
of  men. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Semiofficial  letter  from  Commander  Sanford ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  Flag- 
Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  ordnance  matters. 

Cincinnati,  February  12,  1862. 

My  Dear  Flag-Officer:  I  have  but  a  few  moments  in  which  to 
write.  I  am  so  busy  that  I  have  not  the  leisure  even  to  take  my  reg¬ 
ular  meals.  However,  that  is  nothing  to  the  point.  What  I  want 
to  say  is,  that  you  have  my  most  hearty,  sincere,  and  cordial  congrat¬ 
ulations  on  your  recent  victory,  and  I  have  to  regret  at  same  time  that 
I  was  not  with  you. 

I  am  pushing  up  the  work  on  the  Arkansas  and  expect  to  leave  here 
Saturday  evening. 

I  telegraphed  to  Pittsburg  and  Washington  for  8-inch  guns  imme¬ 
diately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  and  have  them,  from  Wash¬ 
ington,  to  be  expressed  on  at  once.  One  of  their  guns  I  intend  for 
the  St.  Louis /  she  has  but  two. 

I  have  just  got  telegram  from  Captain  Pennock.  About  200  addi¬ 
tional  rounds  to  be  put  up  at  Pittsburg  arsenal,  making  in  all  500 
for  each  gun.  Whew  !  I  pity  the  poor  guns.  The  ammunition  boats 
have  large  and  splendid  shell  rooms  and  magazines.  I  trust  that 
what  I  have  done  to  these  boats  will  meet  with  your  approval  and 
my  good  friend  Pennock.  It  is  no  small  matter,  I  can  tell  you,  to 
fit  up  such  things  as  these  river  boats  for  800  men  and  magazines  on 
one  and  magazines  on  the  other. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  guard  of  30  soldiers  being 
obtained  from  the  Army  to  do  duty  as  marines.  The  boats  will,  in 
my  judgment,  absolutely  need  them.  I  shall  want  about  five  sentries 
on  mine  to  make  all  secure.  A  second  lieutenant  could  be  placed  over 
them. 

I  wrote  to  General  Ripley  some  days  since  for  300  more  swords; 
200  of  these  to  be  distributed  to  gunboats,  additional  to  what  they 
have,  and  50  to  each  of  the  ammunition  boats.  I  am  putting  a  stiff 
piece  of  timber  on  guards  either  side  forecastle  to  receive  bolts  for 
breechings,  side  tackles,  etc.,  for  a  32-pounder.  If  you  did  not  think 
it  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  come  down  with  the  boats  I  would 
go  to  Pittsburg  about  the  ammunition,  but  I  suppose  it  is  proper  that 
I  should  come  down  with  them. 

I  can  not  get  flatboatmen.  They  have  all  gone  into  the  Army.  I 
propose  sending  a  first-rate  man  to  Pittsburg  to  drum  up  some.  I 
am  told  that  my  best  chance  is  there. 

I  shall  have  to  leave  nearly  all  my  accounts  here  unsettled.  At 
the  moment  that  I  can  get  the  stores,  etc.,  on  board,  shall  be  off. 

Captain  Constable,  Mr.  Wilson  writes  me,  has  resigned. 

I  have  had  50  mess  cloths  made  by  Haggarty,  on  a  venture,  for 
the  ammunition  boats ;  not  enough,  but  feared  that  Captain  Pennock 
might  have  some  spare  ones,  and  did  not  wish  to  load  the  Govern¬ 
ment  with  any  unnecessary  extras. 

Yours,  sincerely, 


J.  P.  Sanford, 
Ordnance  Officer ,  Flotilla. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  12,  1862. 

One  mortar  mounted  to-day.  Fifteen  men  arrived  from  St.  Louis. 
Flatboat  expected  from  Cincinnati. 

A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commanding  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  President ,  trans¬ 
mitting  drawing  showing  a  mounted  mortar. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

W ashington  City ,  February  Ilf ,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  drawing,  showing  the  manner 
by  which  the  13-inch  mortars  have  been  mounted  on  board  the  squad¬ 
ron  commanded  by  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

I  have  likewise  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  drawing  to  Flag-Officer 
Foote,  at  Cairo. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  President. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  Ilf ,  1862. 

(Received  10  a.  m.,  15th.) 

Three  platforms  on  mortar  boats  finished  to-day  and  ready  for  beds 
to-morrow. 

Four  mortar  boats,  equipped  and  manned,  started  up  the  river  to¬ 
day,  but  the  strength  of  the  current  and  deficient  power  of  towboats 
prevented  their  making  headway. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  additional  power,  and  we  hope 
they  will  be  off  to-night. 

A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commanding  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Depai'tme7it. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  February  15,  1862. 
(Received  10:30  a.  m.,  16th.) 

Three  more  mortars  mounted  to-day  and  boats  equipped  ready  for 


service. 

Twenty-three  recruits  from  St.  Louis  arrived  to-day. 

A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commanding  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


582 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Foote , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  status  of  officers  of  the  Western  flotilla 
in  relation  to  pension  and  discharge. 

Navy  Department,  February  15 ,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  in  relation  to  disabled  officers 
has  been  received.  The  act  of  April  23,  1800,  provides  that  “  every 
officer,  seaman,  or  marine  disabled  in  the  line  of  duty  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  receive  for  life,  or  during  his  disability,  a  pension  from  the 
United  States.”  The  officers  appointed  by  you  under  the  authority 
of  the  Department  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  law. 

Those  Avho  have  been  disabled  by  wounds  or  other  casualties,  in 
the  line  of  their  duty,  should  not  be  summarily  discharged  without 
being  afforded  a  reasonable  time  to  provide  for  themselves. 

With  respect  to  discharges  for  disability  so  incurred,  you  will  use 
a  discretion  and  enquire  into  the  circumstances  in  each  individual 
case.  The  Department  has  no  authority  to  allow  for  “  clothing  de¬ 
stroyed  under  action.” 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn .,  February  16,  1862. 

[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  February  11,  1862. 

I  think  some  of  the  gunboats  should  be  sent  up  the  Cumberland 
with  the  least  possible  delay  to  attack  Fort  Donelson.  Troops  will 
be  waiting  at  Paducah  to  follow  them.  It  is  of  vital  importance 
that  Fort  Donelson  [be]  reduced  immediately. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-  General. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
advising  communication  with  Major-General  Halleck  regarding  orders  of 
Brigadier-General  Grant. 


St.  Charles  Hotel, 

Cairo,  February  11,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  Would  it  not  be  well  for  you  to  telegraph  General 
Halleck  the  order  of  General  Grant  in  regard  to  movement  of  the 
gunboat  Carondelet  and  of  the  boats  under  Lieutenant  Phelps,  in¬ 
forming  him  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  leave  before  to-morrow 
night  or  next  morning,  under  order  of  General  Grant,  and  ask 
whether  the  boats  now  in  dennessee  River,  including  the  C arondelet, 
had  not  better  remain  there  until  you  are  ready  and  all  forces  in 
condition  to  make  a  successful  move? 
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He  may  be  making  arrangements  with  General  Buell  that  will 
render  it  necessary  to  have  a  few  boats  to  sustain  the  column  of  his 
land  forces  within  reasonable  distance  of  Fort  Donelson. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Thomas  A.  Scott. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

regarding  instructions  received  from  Brigadier-General  Grant,  IT.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 
Paducah ,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  received  instructions  from  General  Grant  this  evening  to 
proceed  with  this  vessel  to  Fort  Donelson,  on  the  Cumberland  River, 
to  cooperate  with  our  army  in  that  vicinity.  I  expect  to  meet  you 
before  I  reach  there.  The  Alps  will  take  me  in  tow.  I  will  coal  at 
Paducah.  General  Grant  will  send  the  Tyler ,  Lexington ,  and  Con¬ 
estoga  after  me. 

We  heard  that  you  were  on  your  way  to  Fort  Donelson,  but  I  hear 
no  tidings  of  you  here  to-night. 

The  Tyler  had  just  returned  from  up  the  Tennessee  River  as  far 
as  navigable.  She,  with  the  Lexington  and  Conestoga ,  destroyed  or 
captured  all  the  enemy’s  boats,  broke  up  their  camps,  and  made  a 
prize  of  their  new  gunboat. 

I  write  this  in  anticipation  of  not  seeing  you  before  I  leave  here, 
as  I  am  (or  the  Carondelet  is)  very  slow,  and  General  Grant  desires 
that  I  should  be  at  Fort  Donelson  as  soon  as  I  can  get  there.  But  I 
hope  you  will  overtake  me,  or  send  me  your  orders  on  this  occasion, 
as  I  am  now  acting  upon  your  general  instructions,  repeated  at  Fort 
Henry. 

I  expected  to  send  this  letter  from  here  to-night,  but  I  am  disap¬ 
pointed  in  this  also. 

Most  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  S  Navy,  for  the 
movement  of  gunboats  up  the  Cumberland  River  for  cooperation  with  the 
Army. 

Cairo,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  is  important  that  all  the  available  gunboats  should  imme¬ 
diately  proceed  up  the  Cumberland  River  and  in  cooperation  with 
the  army  make  an  attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  and  then  proceed  up  to 
Clarksville  and  destroy  the  bridge,  thus  preventing  all  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  rebels  between  Bowling  Green  and  Columbus,  as  well  as 
their  communication  or  means  of  sending  troops  to  the  Tennessee 
River.  Of  this  you  are  well  aware.  I  want  you,  therefore,  with  the 
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Conestoga ,  to  meet  me  here,  and  I  will  take  two  or  three  of  the 
armored  boats  with  me  and  then  proceed  up  the  Cumberland  in  the 
furtherance  of  these  views. 

I  regret  that  the  want  of  men  will  render  this  expedition  less  effi¬ 
cient  than  it  should  be,  considering  its  object,  but  I  trust  that  wTe  may 
accomplish  all  that  is  required. 

I  hope  that  you  will  come  down  to  Cairo  immediately  on  receiving 
this  communication. 

Show  this  letter  to  Commander  Walke,  if  he  is  still  at  Fort  Henry; 
if  he  is  not  there,  show  it  to  General  Grant  or  to  General  McClernand. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps. 


[A.  H.  Foote], 

Flag-0  ffcer. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  February  17 ,  1862. 

The  Carondelet  has  just  arrived  from  Fort  Donelson  and  brings 
information  of  the  capture  of  that  fort  by  the  land  forces  yesterday 
morning,  with  15,000  prisoners.  Johnson  and  Buckner  taken  prison¬ 
ers  ;  loss  heavy  on  both  sides.  Floyd  escaped  with  5,000  men  during 
the  night.  I  go  up  with  the  gunboats,  and  as  soon  as  possible  will 
proceed  up  to  Clarksville.  Eight  mortar  boats  are  on  their  way,  with 
which  I  hope  to  attack  Clarksville.  My  foot  is  painful,  but  not  dan¬ 
gerous.  The  army  has  behaved  gloriously.  I  shall  be  able  to  take 
but  two  ironclad  gunboats  with  me,  as  the  others  are  disabled.  The 
trophies  of  war  are  immense  and  the  particulars  will  soon  be  given. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

t  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.]  . 


U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Louis, 

A  ear  F  ort  Donelson  ( via  Paducah ) ,  February  15 , 1862. 

(Received  February  16,  1862.) 

I  made  an  attack  on  Fort  Donelson  yesterday  at  3  o’clock  p.  m.. 
Avith  four  ironclad  gunboats  and  two  wooden  "ones,  and  after  one 
hour  and  a  quarter  severe  fighting,  the  latter  part  of  the  dav  within 
less  than  400  yards  of  the  fort,  the  wheel  of  this  vessel  and  the  tiller 
of  the  Louisville  were  shot  away,  rendering  the  two  boats  unmanage¬ 
able.  4  hey  then  drifted  down  the  river.  The  two  remaining  boats 
were  also  greatly  damaged  between  wind  and  water,  this  vessel  alone 
having  received  59  shots  and  the  others  about  half  that  number  each. 
There  were  54  killed  and  wounded  in  this  attack,  which  we  have 
reason  to  suppose  would,  in  fifteen  minutes  more,  could  the  action 
have  been  continued,  have  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  fort  bearing 
upon  us,  as  the  enemy  was  running  from  his  batteries  when  the  two 
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gunboats  helplessly  drifted  down  the  river  from  disabled  steering 
apparatus,  as  the  relieving  tackles  could  not  steer  the  vessels  in  the 
strong-  current,  when  the  fleeing  enemy  returned  to  the  river  battery 
guns  from  which  they  had  been  driven  and  again  hotly  poured  fire 
upon  us.  The  enemy  must  have  brought  over  twenty  guns  to  bear 
upon  our  boats  from  the  water  battery  and  the  main  fort  on  the  hill, 
while  we  could  only  return  the  fire  with  twelve  bow  guns  from  the 
four  boats.  One  rifled  gun  aboard  the  Carondelet  burst  during  the 
action. 

The  officers  and  men  in  this  hotly  contested  but  unequal  fight 
behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  determination,  all  deploring 
the  accident  rendering  two  of  our  gunboats  suddenly  helpless  in  the 
narrow  river  and  swift  current.  On  consultation  with  General  Grant 
and  my  own  officers,  as  my  services  here  until  we  can  repair  damages 
by  bringing  up  a  competent  force  from  Cairo  to  attack  the  fort,  are 
much  less  required  than  they  are  at  Cairo,  I  shall  proceed  to  that 
place  with  two  of  the  disabled  gunboats,  leaving  the  two  others  here 
to  protect  the  transports  and  with  all  dispatch  prepare  the  mortar 
boats  and  the  Benton  with  other  boats  to  make  an  effectual  attack 
upon  Fort  Donelson. 

I  have  sent  the  Tyler  to  the  Tennessee  Fiver  to  render  impassable 
the  bridge,  so  as  to  prevent  the  rebels  at  Columbus  reinforcing  their 
army  at  Fort  Donelson. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Division. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

[Keport  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  sent  to  Major-General 
Halleck.] 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  casualties. 

Flagship  St.  Louis, 

Near  Fort  Donelson ,  Cumberland  River ,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  at  the 
urgent  request  of  Major-General  Halleck  and  General  Grant,  who 
regarded  the  movement  as  a  military  necessity,  although,  not  in  my 
opinion  properly  prepared,  I  made  an  attack  on  Fort  Donelson  yes¬ 
terday,  the  14th  instant,  at  3  p.  m.,  with  four  ironclad  and  two 
wooden  gunboats,  the  St.  Louis,  Carondelet,  Louisville,  and  Pitts¬ 
burg ,  and  the  Tyler  and  Conestoga;  and  after  a  severe  fight  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  being,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  action,  less  than  400 
yards  from  the  fort,  the  wheel  of  this  vessel,  by  a  shot  through  her 
pilot  house,  was  carried  away,  and  the  tiller  ropes  of  the  Louisville 
also  disabled  by  a  shot,  which  rendered  the  two  boats  wholly  un¬ 
manageable.  They  drifted  down  the  river,  relieving  tackles  not 
being  able  to  steer  or  control  them  in  the  rapid  current.  The  two 
remaining  boats,  the  Pittsburg  and  Carondelet ,  were  also  greatly 
damaged  between  wind  and  water  and  soon  followed  us,  as  the 
enemy  rapidly  renewed  the  fire  as  we  drifted  helplessly  down  the 
river.'  This  vessel,  the  St.  Louis ,  alone  received  59  shots,  4  be¬ 
tween  wind  and  water,  1  in  the  pilot  house  mortally  wounding  the 
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pilot,  and  others,  requiring  some  time  to  put  her  in  repair.  There 
were  54  killed  and  wounded  in  this  attack,  which,  notwithstanding 
our  disadvantages,  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose  would,  in  fifteen 
minutes  more,  could  the  action  have  been  continued,  have  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  the  two  forts  bearing  upon  us,  as  the  enemy’s  fire 
materially  slackened  and  he  w7as  running  from  his  batteries  when  the 
two  gunboats  helplessly  drifted  down  the  river  from  disabled  steering 
apparatus,  as  the  relieving  tackles  could  not  control  the  helm  in  the 
strong  current,  when  the  fleeing  enemy  returned  to  their  guns  and 
again  boldly  reopened  fire  upon  us  from  the  river  batteries  which 
we  had  silenced. 

The  enemy  must  have  brought  over  twenty  heavy  guns  to  bear 
upon  our  boats  from  the  water  batteries  and  the  main  fort  on  the  side 
of  the  hill,  while  we  could  only  return  the  fire  with  twTelve  bow  guns 
from  the  four  boats.  One  rifled  gun  aboard  the  C arondelet  burst 
during  the  action. 

The  officers  and  men  in  this  hotly  contested  but  unequal  .fight  be¬ 
haved  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  determination,  all  deploring 
the  accident  rendering  two  gunboats  suddenly  helpless  in  the  narrow 
river  and  swift  current. 

On  consultation  with  General  Grant  and  my  own  officers,  as  my 
services  here,  until  we  can  repair  damages,  by  bringing  up  a  compe¬ 
tent  force  from  Cairo  to  attack  the  fort,  are  much  less  required  than 
they  are  at  Cairo,  I  shall  proceed  to  that  point  with  two  of  the  dis¬ 
abled  boats,  leaving  the  two  others  here  to  protect  the  transports,  and 
with  all  dispatch  prepare  the  mortar  boats  and  Benton ,  with  other 
boats,  to  make  an  effectual  attack  upon  Fort  Donelson.  I  have  sent 
th aTyler  to  the  Tennessee  River  to  render  impassable  the  bridge,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  rebels  at  Columbus  reinforcing  their  army  at  Fort 
Donelson.  I  am  informed  that  the  rebel  batteries  were  served  with 
the  best  gunners  from  Columbus. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag -Officer,  Comdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  0. 


[Enclosure.] 

Casualties. 

St.  Louis. — Killed :  Charles  W.  Baker,  ship  cook;  F.  A.  Riley 
pilot.  Wounded:  Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote;  R.  G.  Baldwin,  pilot; 
Charles  Smith,  boatswain’s  mate;  Antonio  Calderio,  Thomas  Kirk- 
ham,  seamen,  R.  H.  Medill,  carpenter;  U.  S.  Coon,  John  Thompson 
seamen. 

C arondelet. — Killed:  Albert  Richardson,  Joseph  G.  Laycock  Al¬ 
bert  Markham,  William  Duff,  seamen.  Wounded :  William  Hinton 
pilot,  (since  dead)  ;  Samuel  S.  Brooks,  second  assistant  engineer7 
Owen  Canty,  James  Plant,  James  Bivins,  Patrick  Laughlin,  Edward 
Green,  Owen  Couly,  Henry  Smith,  Pat  Sullivan,  John  Owen,  Wil¬ 
liam  B.  Roney,  seamen;  Thomas  Burns,  captain  of  gun;  James  Mc- 
hadden,  seaman;  John  Doherty,  second  master;  John  Diamond 
Amos  Dutch,  seamen;  John  McBride,  ship’s  cook;  Richard  Mahoney’ 
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quartermaster;  Richard  O’Brien,  William  Johnson,  Patrick  O’Brien, 
William  Thielman,  Benjamin  Edger,  Henry  Anderson,  Daniel  F. 
Charles,  John  Doughty,  John  Murphy,  John  M.  Connell,  seamen. 
Pittsburg. — Wounded :  Charles  Merwin,  George  Smith,  seamen. 
Louisville. — Killed:  James  Curtis,  E.  W.  Avilla,  Charles  Billips, 
John  Williams,  seamen.  Wounded:  Michael  Kelly,  E.  J.  Collins, 
William  Higgins,  John  Paul,  Charles  Might,  ordinary  seamen. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  from  Cairo,  Ill.,  transmitting  reports 
referring  to  matters  before  and  after  the  attack. 

Cairo,  February  17 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  forwarded  a  dispatch  this  morning  announcing  the  fall  or 
capture  of  Fort  Donelson  by  the  army. 

I  leave  immediately  with  a  view  of  proceeding  to  Clarksville 
with  eight  mortar  boats  and  two  ironclad  boats,  with  the  Conestoga , 
wooden  boat,  as  the  river  is  rapidly  falling.  The  other  ironclad 
boats  are  badly  cut  up  and  require  extensive  repairs.  I  have  sent 
one  of  the  boats  already  since  my  return  and  ordered  a  second  to 
follow  me,  which,  with  eight  mortars,  hope  to  carry  Clarksville. 

I  have  no  further  information  than  communicated  by  telegram 
this  morning. 

Enclosed  are  papers  from  Commanders  Walke  and  Dove,  referring 
to  matters  the  day  before  and  the  day  after  our  attack  upon  Fort 
Donelson,  which  fort  we  badly  disabled  in  the  fight  of  the  14th. 

My  foot  is  much  inflamed,  but,  with  care,  the  surgeon  considers, 
will  soon  be  better,  as  I  have  two  days’  rest  aboard  the  Conestoga 
before  reaching  Clarksville. 

I  leave  Fleet  Captain  Pennock  in  charge,  who  is  performing  excel¬ 
lent  service,  but  we  are  sadly  in  want  of  men.  I  have  ordered  150 
carpenters  to  repair  damages. 

The  Department  will  please  excuse  this  hasty  communication,  as 
I  must  leave  immediately,  and  every  moment  of  my  time  is  occupied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Sanford,  on  his  return  with  the 
ammunition  steamers  now  at  Cincinnati,  to  inform  the  Ordnance 
Department  of  the  loss  or  disabling  of  our  guns  and  gun  carriages. 
Please  inform  that  department. 

A.  H.  F. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Near  Fort  Donelson ,  Cumberland  River ,  February  15 , 1862. 
Sir:  I  arrived  here  (towed  by  the  Alps)  on  the  12th  instant,  about 
11 :  20  a.  m.,  and  seeing  or  hearing  nothing  of  our  army,  I  threw  a  few 
shell  into  Fort  Donelson  to  announce  my  arrival  to  General  Grant, 
as  he  had  previously  desired.  I  then  dropped  down  the  river  a  few 
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miles  and  anchored  for  the  night,  waiting  General  Grant’s  arrival. 
On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  I  weighed  anchor  and  came  again 
to  this  place,  when  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Grant  notify¬ 
ing  me  of  his  arrival  the  day  before,  and  succeeded  in  getting  position 
almost  entirely  investing  the  enemy’s  works.  “  Most  of  our  bat¬ 
teries  ”  (he  writes)  “are  [now]  established,  and  the  remainder  soon 
will  be.  If  you  will  advance  with  your  gunboats  at  10  o’clock  a.  m., 
we  will  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  every  diversion  in  our  favor.” 
I  immediately  complied  with  these  instructions  by  throwing  some 
139  15-second  and  10-second  shell  into  the  fort,  receiving  on  return 
the  enemy’s  fire  from  all  their  batteries,  most  of  their  shot  passing 
over  us,  and  but  two  striking  us,  one  of  which  was  128  pounds  solid 
[shot].  It  passed  through  our  port  casemate  forward,  glancing  over 
°ur  barricade  at  the  boilers,  and  again  over  the  steam  drum,  it  struck 
and,  bursting  our  steam  heater,  fell  into  the  engine  room  without 
striking  any  person,  although  the  splinters  wounded  slightly  some 
half  dozen  of  the  crew.  I  then  dropped  down  to  this  anchorage,  but, 
the  sound  of  distant  firing  being  heard,  we  again  attacked  the  fort, 
throwing  in  some  45  shell  and  receiving  but  little  damage. 

I  returned  to  this  place  to  await  for  further  orders,  when  I  received 
a  second  dispatch  from  General  Grant  that  you  were  expected  on  the 
following  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces 


H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

,  Western  Waters ,  Cairo ,  III. 


IT.  S.  Gunboat  Louisville, 

Off  Dover ,  February  16 , 1862. 

Sir  :  At  2 : 30  p.  m.  yesterday,  shortly  after  your  departure,  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  enclosed  dispatch  (No.  1)  from  General  Grant. 

It  seemed  of  so  much  importance  for  us  to  keep  up  a  show  of  force 
that  I  decided  not  to  accompany  the  Pittsburg  down  the  river 

I  immediately  went  on  board  the  Carondelet  and  St.  Louis  to  see 
their  condition  and  consult  with  their  commanders. 

The  Carondelet  could  not  well  be  moved,  but  I  ordered  up  the  St 
Louts  and  followed  up  with  this  vessel.  The  St.  Louis  threw  a  few 
shells,  and  toward  dark  both  vessels  returned  to  their  former  an¬ 
chorage. 

At  8:30  p.  m.  yesterday  I  received  the  dispatch  marked  No.  2,  and 
early  this  morning  went  on  board  the  vessels  to  give  instructions. 

The  condition  of  the  Carondelet' s  wounded  would  not  allow  them 
to  be  moved  or  the  guns  to  be  used.  I  sent  my  own  and  those  of  the 
.  Loms  on  board  of  one  of  the  transports  and  got  underway,  steam¬ 
ing  up  toward  the  batteries  at  Fort  Donelson,  both  vessels  cleared  for 
action. 

On  approaching  near  enough  two  white  flags  were  seen  flying  from 
the  upper  one.  I  then  stopped  the  gunboats  and  proceeded  in  the  tuo- 
with  a  white  flag  flying,  and  landed  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  below  the 
tort.  1  was  met  by  a  major,  who  offered  me  his  sword,  which  I  de- 
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dined  to  receive,  thinking  it  most  proper  to  consult  with  General 
Grant.  I  took  the  major  on  board  the  tug  and  proceeded  up  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Buckner’s  headquarters,  where  I  found  General  Wallace  and  his 
aids.  General  Grant  arrived  about  a  half  hour  afterwards.  The 
fort  had  surrendered,  but  what  were  the  conditions  I  was  not  officially 
informed. 

The  transports  are  all  up  at  Dover  to  receive  the  prisoners. 

The  Garondelet ,  being  most  disabled  of  the  gunboats,  will  go  down 
this  afternoon. 

I  will  remain  here  with  this  vessel  and  the  St.  Louis  until  further 
orders,  or  until  the  fall  of  the  river  compels  me  to  go  down.  The  St. 
Louis  will  make  a  short  reconnoissance  up  the  river,  at  General 
Grant’s  suggestion,  this  afternoon.  This  vessel  will  remain  off  the 
town. 

The  Graham  arrived  to-day  with  the  mortar  and  gunboat  ammu¬ 
nition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  M.  Dove, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla. 


Testimony  of  Major-General  L.  Wallace,  in  the  case  of  Commander  Dove,  IT.  S. 

Navy. 

Interrogatory  1.  Please  state  your  name  and  rank  in  the  U.  S. 
Army. 

Answer.  Lewis  Wallace.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  major-general  in  the  U.  S. 
Army. 

Question  2.  In  what  service  during  the  rebellion  have  you  engaged 
in  which  Commander  Dove  took  part? 

Answer.  In  the  combined  expedition  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Forts 
Henry  and  Donelson. 

Question  3.  Please  state  to  the  board,  from  what  you  saw  of  him 
at  Donelson  or  other  places  on  the  Cumberland  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  your  opinion  as  to  his  conduct  and  abilities;  also  as  to  his 
j  udgment. 

Answer.  I  am  a  poor  sailor  and  must  be  permitted  to  judge  Commander 
Dove  by  results. 

I  recollect  well — indeed.  I  shall  always  remember — the  disappointment  of 
the  army  at  Donelson  when  Commodore  Foote’s  attack  upon  the  water  battery 
failed. 

Our  first  news  of  the  affair  was  that  the  ironclads  had  all  been  disabled,  and, 
with  the  commander,  gone  down  to  Cairo  for  repairs.  Next  day  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  if  my  memory  is  right  as  to  the  time,  General  Charles  F.  Smith  and 
myself,  under  orders,  assaulted  the  rebel  line,  he  on  the  left  of  our  position, 
I  on  the  right.  While  my  division  was  engaged,  the  guns  of  the  fleet  opened 
fire  again. 

I  recollect  yet  the  positive  pleasure  the  sounds  gave  me.  I  recollect  think¬ 
ing,  too,  of  the  obstinacy  and  courage  of  the  commodore,  and  how  well  timed 
his  attack  was,  if,  as  I  made  no  doubt,  it  was  made  to  assist  General  Smith 
and  myself — I  say  the  commodore,  for  at  the  moment  I  supposed  him  yet  in 
command. 
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Now,  as  to  whether  the  attack  was  of  assistance  to  us,  I  don’t  think  there 
is  room  to  question  it.  It  distracted  the  enemy’s  attention,  and  I  fully  believe 
it  was  the  gunboats,  the  awful  ironclads  especially,  that  operated  to  prevent 
a  general  movement  of  the  rebels  up  the  river,  or  across  it,  the  night  before 
the  surrender. 

That  opportune  attack  by  the  fleet  was,  I  thought,  and  yet  think,  of  very 
great  assistance,  both  in  bringing  about  the  surrender  so  early  and  in  pro¬ 
ducing  for  the  reason  given  the  net  result  in  the  way  of  prisoners,  and  that 
it  saved  to  the  ironclads  their  reputation  for  invincibility  in  the  minds  of  both 
the  national  and  rebel  armies — a  reputation  based  upon  the  astonishing  success 
at  Donelson — is,  I  think,  equally  indisputable. 

Had  the  fleet  not  made  an  appearance  that  way,  or  had  it  gone  down  the 
river  with  the  commodore,  we  would  have  had  the  same  difficulties  upon  the 
Tennessee  River  when  the  expedition  was  subsequently  extended  up  to  Savan¬ 
nah  and  Pittsburg  Landing  as  now  almost  close  the  Mississippi. 

At  the  time  I  was  not  aware  who  was  in  command  of  the  fleet.  Since  that  I 
have  been  informed  it  was  my  gallant  friend.  Commander  Dove.  I  can  not 
help  believing  that  the  navy  on  the  Western  rivers  was  as  much  indebted  to 
him  for  his  promptitude  and  judgment  at  Donelson  as  were  General  Smith 
and  myself,  and  General  Grant  with  us. 

Question  4.  Please  state  to  the  board  under  what  circumstances 
you  met  Commander  Dove  on  the  morning  of  February  1G,  1862. 

Answer.  At  daybreak  that  morning,  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  I 
formed  my  division  for  an  assault  upon  the  rebel  works. 

The  formation  was  in  progress  when  a  white  flag  was  brought  out,  and  the 
officer  in  charge,  a  Major  Rogers,  of  the  Second  rebel  Mississippi,  reported  as 
enquiring  for  me.  I  rode  forward  and  met  him.  He  had  been  sent  by  General 
Buckner  to  inform  me,  as  commanding  officer  on  the  right,  that  he  had  capitu¬ 
lated  during  the  night. 

Upon  this  I  instantly  ordered  my  command  to  advance  and  take  possession 
of  the  enemy’s  works  and  secure  the  prisoners  and  public  property. 

Sending  Major  [W.  E.]  Rogers  under  escort  of  one  of  mv  aids  to  General 
Grant,  I  rode  into  Dover  to  General  Buckner’s  headquarters/ 

I  found  the  general,  with  his  staff,  at  breakfast.  Before  the  war  he  and  I, 
and  everyone  at  the  table,  had  been  friends,  between  whom,  on  several  occa¬ 
sions,  military  courtesies  had  been  interchanged.  By  invitation,  I  joined  the 
party  and  breakfasted  with  them  while  waiting  for  General  Grant. 

We  had  been  thus  engaged,  eating  and  talking  the  battles  over,  for  probably 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  an  officer  of  the  fleet  was  announced,  and  Com¬ 
mander  Dove  entered. 

After  introducing  himself  to  Buckner,  he  addressed  some  enquiries  to  me, 
relative,  I  think,  to  the  capitulation  and  its  terms.  I  explained  the  situation  to 
him,  and  told  him  that  I  was  waiting  for  General  Grant.  After  some  general 
conversation  I  think  he  retired. 

His  appearance  surprised  me,  and  I  remember  giving  way  to  some  jealous 
suspicions.  I  even  called  the  attention  of  Lieutenant  [Addison]  Ware,  one  of 
my  aids,  to  the  commander’s  promptitude,  and  remarked  that  the  navy'  seemed 
to  be  abroad  very  early ;  they  were  looking  for  swords,  perhaps.  I  flattered 
myself,  however,  that  this  time  I  had  been  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
ahead  of  him. 

This  is  about  all  the  circumstances  that  I  now  recall  having  reference  to 
Commander  Dove. 

Lew  Wallace, 

Major-General  Eighth  Army  Corps 
and  Commanding  Middle  Department. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Carondelet. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 
Cumberland  River ,  February  15,  1862. 
Sir:  I  hereby  report  the  part  which  the  gunboat  Carondelet  took 
in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Donelson  on  the  14th  instant. 


United  States  Steamer  Louisville. 
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Agreeable  to  your  instructions  we  weighed  anchor  at  2  p.  m.  and 
steamed  up  the  river,  slowly  approaching  the  fort  and  keeping  a 
little  in  advance  of  our  position,  on  your  extreme  left,  against  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  river. 

At  3  p.  m.  commenced  firing  at  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  fort, 
continuing  a  deliberate  and  well-directed  firing  from  the  instant 
your  vessel  commenced,  and  keeping  up  the  same  until  about  5 : 30 
p.  m.,  and  until  all  the  fleet  had  dropped  down  the  river  out  of  the 
enemy’s  range. 

During  the  engagement  one  of  our  rifled  guns  burst,  at  about  5  p.  m., 
our  officers  and  men  serving  the  remaining  two  guns  faithfully  as 
long  as  the  enemy  were  within  reach.  We  suffered  most  severely 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  action,  being  disabled  by  a  shot  striking  our 
wheelhouse  and  jamming  the  wheel,  and  being  the  last  out  of  the 
enemy’s  reach. 

I  am  sorry  to  add  that  an  8-inch  shell,  apparently  from  our  flotilla, 
burst  astern  of  us,  the  fragments  of  which  penetrated  our  casemate. 
We  were  struck  with  35  of  the  enemy’s  shot,  128-pounders  to  32- 
pounders,  solid.  Four  of  our  crew  were  killed  and  32  wounded, 
some  dangerously,  one  of  whom  is  our  pilot.  In  all,  46  wounded 
since  the  battle  and  capture  of  Fort  Henry.  Our  boats  are  so  much 
cut  up  that  I  have  but  one  fit  for  service.  We  leak  badly  forward 
and  aft,  and  require  extensive  repairs  above  and  below  watermark, 
and  in  almost  every  department. 

The  officers  and  crew  (on  duty)  conducted  themselves  with  admi¬ 
rable  coolness  and  fidelity  during  the  engagement.  But  I  must,  in 
justice  to  J.  R.  Hall,  gunner,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Edward  E.  Brennand, 
master’s  mate,  state  that  their  intrepid  and  efficient  conduct,  under 
all  emergencies,  deserves  my  highest  commendation. 

We  are  in  want  of  coal,  provisions,  and  ammunition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant. 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  /S.  Naval  Forces ,  W estern  W aters. 

P.  g. — As  we  dropped  out  of  the  action,  the  Pittsburg ,  as  she 
turned,  struck  us  on  our  starboard  quarter  and  broke  off  our  star¬ 
board  rudder  iron. 

H.  Walke. 

[The  retained  copy  of  this  report  in  the  Walke  papers  contains  an 
additional  postscript,  as  follows:] 

P.  g. — The  above  8-inch  shell  was  fired  from  the  gunboat  Tyler 
and  exploded  a  short  distance  astern  of  us,  and  a  fragment  (which 
is  in  my  possession)  struck  the  Carondelet  and  penetrated  her  stern 
casemating,  from  whence  it  was  taken  by  the  carpenters  when  they 
were  repairing  the  Carondelet  at  Mound  City. 

H.  Walke. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Thompson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pittsburg. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Pittsburg, 

Cairo ,  III.,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  to  you  my  movements  from  Tues¬ 
day  evening,  11th  instant,  to  date,  including  my  participation  in  the 
attack  by  the  gunboats  on  Fort  Donelson. 

Underway. — At  Cairo,  Tuesday,  7:15,  p.  m.,  we  got  underway,  in 
company  with  the  St.  Louis  (flagship)  and  Louisville,  and  started 
up  the  Ohio  River. 

Accident  to  boiler.-— Wednesday,  2:45  p.  m.,  a  bolt  came  out  of  the 
boiler,  which  did  not  prevent  the  boat’s  running,  as,  owing  to  the 
skill  and  activity  displayed  by  the  chief  engineer,  the  boiler  was 
repaired  sufficiently  well  to  prevent  our  being  left  behind  to  make 
repairs,  so,  at  4  o’clock,  we  were  ready  to  continue  up  the  river  in 
company  with  the  other  boats  of  the  flotilla. 

Alarm  of  fire. — While  those  repairs  were  being  made  an  alarm  of 
fire  Avas  given,  owing  to  the  bulkhead  on  the  starboard  side  of  the 
engine  taking  fire  from  its  too  close  proximity  to  the  boiler.  Prompt 
action  in  extinguishing  the  fire  saved  us,  ‘perhaps,  from  a  fearful 
calamity. 

Pilot. — At  Paducah  we  took  on  board  another  pilot,  avIio  remained 
with  us  until  Saturday,  15th,  2  p.  m.,  when  I  allowed  him  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  a  transport  in  need  of  the  services  of  a  pilot. 

Wednesday ,  12th. — Wednesday,  12th,  8  p.  m.,  arrived  at  Smith- 
land,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland  River,  and  there  took  another 
pilot,  Avho  was  dismissed  on  our  return  to  Smithland  on  Monday,  17th, 
at  3 :  20  p.  m. 

Thursday ,  13th,  protection  to  boilers. — Thursday,  13th,  had  100 
bread  bags  filled  with  coal  and  stowed  around  the  boilers  as  likely  to 
afford  some  protection  to  the  latter  against  shot.  Subsequently,  dur¬ 
ing  the  day,  increased  that  protection  by  adding  the  men’s  hammocks 
to  the  coal  bags. 

Anchored  2  miles  from  Donelson. — 10 :15  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  dur¬ 
ing  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  alongside  the  Carondelet ,  about  2  miles 
this  side  of  Fort  Donelson. 

Friday,  6:30  a.  m.,  carpenter  and  his  men  at  work  preparing  cots. 

2 :10  p.  m.,  weigh  anchor  and  start  toward  the  fort,  gradually  ap¬ 
proaching  same,  in  company  with  the  other  gunboats,  until  at  2 : 40 
p.  m.,  we  fired  a  round  of  15-second  shell  from  our  three  bow  guns. 
Still  approaching  with  caution  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  fort,  we 
continued  firing  shell,  reducing  the  15-second  to  the  5-second  fuze, 
until  within  about  450  yards  of  the  fort,  up  to  which  time,  4:15  p.  m., 
we  had  expended  111  rounds  of  powder,  throwing  105  sheils  and  6 
rounds  of  grape,  when,  discovering  ..that  the  flagship  had  fallen  astern 
and  all  the  other  boats  but  one  were  drifting  out  of  range,  and  that 
Ave  could  not  float  much  longer  from  the  way  the  boat  was  making 
Avater,  I  fell  downstream  and  only  kept  afloat  long  enough  to  get  out 
of  the  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns  by  running  my  guns  aft,  thus 
lightening  her  at  the  boAV,  Avhere  she  had  received  two  large  shot 
between  wind  and  water.  That  was  the  termination  of  my  action 
in  that  affair,  which  lasted  just  one  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes. 

Injuries.  The  injuries  sustained  by  the  boat  are  numerous,  havino- 
i  eceived  at  least  30  shots.  The  principal  disasters  are  the  two  shot 
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holes  on  bow,  already  alluded  to.  The  next  in  importance,  perhaps, 
is  a  128-pound  round  shot  through  the  pilot  house,  in  which  at  the 
time  were  the  four  pilots,  none  of  whom  were  injured.  The  probable 
cause  of  that  shot  entering  is  owing  to  the  pilot  house  having  been 
previously  struck  by  a  rifle  shot  near  the  same  spot,  which  shot 
parted  and  thus  weakened  the  joints  of  the  iron  plates  in  that  par¬ 
ticular  locality. 

Another  shot  entered  the  middle  bow  port,  and  passed  out  at  the 
stern,  through  the  cabin,  first  cutting  its  way  through  a  stack  of  ham¬ 
mocks  and  coal  bags,  escape  pipe,  wheelhouse,  etc.,  not  touching  a 
man. 

W  e  are  fortunate  in  having  to  report  but  2  men  severely  wounded 
and  not  a  man  killed.  The  names  of  the  wounded  are  George  Smith, 
2d,  seaman,  whom  it  was  difficult  to  draw  from  his  gun  after  receiv¬ 
ing  his  wounds,  he  insisting  that  he  could  still  go  on  fighting.  The 
other,  quite  as  brave  a  seaman,  Thomas  Merwin  by  name,  had  his 
skull  fractured;  he  also  wished  to  join  in  the  fight  again  after  being 
for  a  few  moments  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeon.  Both  men  are  doing 
as  well  as  could  be  expected. 

During  the  whole  time  of  engaging  with  the  enemy,  both  officers 
and  men  (the  majority  of  each  for  the  first  time  under  fire)  behaved 
with  proper  coolness,  and  would  gladly,  I  believe,  if  our  disabled  con¬ 
dition  had  not  precluded  the  possibility  of  it,  have  continued  the 
action  with  gusto,  appearing  to  have  just  reached  the  height  of  the 
fighting  point  when  we  were  compelled  to  drop  downstream. 

The  two  men  wounded,  I  believe  to  have  been  struck  by  pieces  of 
one  of  the  cast-iron  chocks  which  was  hit  by  one  of  the  many  balls 
received  in  and  around  that  quarter. 

The  pumps  on  board  were  not  sufficient  to  keep  the  boat  afloat,  nor 
had  we  material  of  which  to  construct  others.  Had  this  been 
the  case  we  might  in  a  short  time  have  put  the  boat  in  a  condition 
to  renew  the  attack,  if  desirable,  for  a  while  longer.  At  4 :15,  after 
dropping  down  the  river  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  we  made  the  boat 
fast  to  the  shore ;  had  leaks  stopped  by  working  steadily  through  the 
night  as  well  as  the  work  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances. 
Remained  here  until  Saturday,  2:15  p.  m.,  when  we  got  underway 
for  Cairo.  9:45  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  about  35  miles  above  Smith- 
land,  the  fog  rendering  it  dangerous  to  run. 

Sunday ,  16th,  1 : 35  p.  m. — Got  underAvay  again  for  Cairo.  3 : 15, 
joint  of  the  safety  valve  loosened,  causing  steam  to  escape  so  fast  as 
to  fill  the  gun  deck  in  a  few  moments.  Having  repaired  valve;  at 
11 :  30  got  underway,  and  Monday,  17th,  3 :  20  a.  m.,  arrived  at  Smith- 
land  and  sent  ashore  the  pilot,  as  before  stated;  continued  on  our  way 
down  the  river  until  9 : 50,  when  we  arrived  at  Cairo,  having,  been 
absent,  say,  five  days  and  fourteen  hours. 

Referring  to  the  accompanying  communications  from  the  engineer 
and  carpenter  of  the  boat,  I  remain,  sir, 

Most  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Egbert  Thompson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  II.  Foote, 

Cairo,  III. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Pittsburg, 

Cairo ,  February  17, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  gunboat  Pittsburg 
has  received  a  shot  in  each  bow,  just  opposite  the  forward  caseinate, 
which  will  require  us  to  be  raised  3  feet  out  of  water  to  be  repaired. 
The  plank-sheer  is  also  shattered  in  two  places  by  shot  on  the  star¬ 
board  side.  There  are  three  sections  of  the  pilot  house  seriously 
injured  and  some  of  the  other  sections  broken,  and  must  be  repaired. 

The  signal  staff  and  the  after  flagstaff  shot  away  and  joiner  work 
of  wheelhouse.  The  starboard  hammock  netting,  the  hammock  lock¬ 
ers  aft  of  the  wheelhouse,  the  midship  skylight  and  signal  locker  are 
all  more  or  less  injured  by  shot  and  want  repairing.  The  deck  and 
beams  under  the  starboard  side  of  pilot  house  are  broken  through, 
and  the  after  casemate  is  shot  through  and  shattered;  also  the  upper 
edge  of  the  starboard  casemate  forward  is  shattered  and  the  shot 
lodged. 

There  are  several  other  damages,  such  as  ironwork  on  the  bows, 
hawse  holes,  etc.,  which  require  repairs. 

It  is  essentially  necessary  that  all  of  the  above  be  effectually  re¬ 
paired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Rogers, 

Carpenter ,  U.  S.  Gunboat  Pittsburg. 

Captain  [Egbert  Thompson], 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Pittsburg. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  February  15,  1862. 

Everything  looks  well.  Grant  says  we  can  keep  them  in  till  mortar 
boats  arrive.  Commodore  Foote  will  immediately  return  from  Cairo 
with  two  more  gunboats.  Troops  are  moving  very  rapidly  to  Fort 
Donelson. 

H.  W.  Halleck. 

Major-General  McClellan. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Walke,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  requesting  an  advance  of  gunboats. 

Headquarters,  Camp  in  the  Field, 

N ear  Fort  Donelson,  February  13, 1862. 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  and  succeeded  in  getting  positions  almost 
entirely  investing  the  enemy’s  works.  Most  of  our  batteries  are  now 
established,  and  the  remainder  soon  will  be.  If  you  will  advance 
with  your  gunboats  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  we  will  be  ready  to  take  any 
advantage  of  every  diversion  in  our  favor. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Captain  Walke, 

Commanding  Carondelet ,  Flotilla. 
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February  16,  1862 — 1  p.  m. 

How  many  mortar  boats  have  left  Cairo  for  Cumberland,  and  when 
will  they  reach  there?  Please  give  me  the  particulars. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

„  ,  Major-General. 

Commodore  T  oote. 


[Telegram.] 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  16 ,  1862—1.10  p.  m. 
Sorry  you  are  wounded.  How  seriously?  Your  conduct  magnifi¬ 
cent.  With  what  force  do  you  return?  I  send  nearly  600  sailors  for 
you  to-morrow.  Give  me  details 


Commodore  Foote. 


Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Walke,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  regarding  gunboats  coming  from 
Cairo. 


Headquarters  near  Fort  Donelson, 

February  13 ,  1862. 

Captain:  A  dispatch  just  received  states  that  four  more  gunboats 
are  on  their  way  from  Cairo.  Will  probably  arrive  to-morrow 
morning. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-General. 

Captain  Walke. 


P.  S. — We  are  doing  well  on  the  land  side.  How  are  you? 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  army  in  the 

field. 

Fort  Donelson,  February  16,  1862. 

General  :  I  am  pleased  to  announce  to  you  the  unconditional  sur¬ 
render  this  morning  of  Fort  Donelson,  with  12,000  to  15,000  prison¬ 
ers,  at  least  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  large  amount  of  stores, 
horses,  mules,  and  other  public  property. 

*  *  *  >H  * 

The  evening  of  the  13th  the  gunboats  and  reinforcements  arrived. 
On  the  14th  a  gallant  attack  was  made  by  Flag-Officer  Foote  upon 
the  enemy’s  works  with  the  fleet.  The  engagement  lasted  probably 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  bid  fair  to  result  favorably  to  the  cause  of 
the  Union,  when  two  unlucky  shots  disabled  two  of  the  armored 
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boats  so  that  they  were  carried  back  by  the  current.  The  remaining 
two  were  very  much  disabled,  also  having  received  a  number  of 
heavy  shots  about  the  pilot  houses,  and  other  parts  of  the  vessels. 
After  these  mishaps  I  concluded  to  make  the  investment  of  Fort 
Donelson  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  partially  fortify  and  await 
repairs  to  the  gunboats.  This  plan  was  frustrated,  however,  by 
the  enemy  making  a  most  vigorous  attack  upon  our  right  wing, 
commanded  by  General  J.  A.  McClernand,  with  a  portion  of  the 
force  under  General  L.  Wallace. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Brigadier-General. 

General  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Donelson ,  February  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  governing  the  pres¬ 
ent  situation  of  affairs  at  this  station,  I  propose  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  Federal  forces  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
agree  upon  terms  of  capitulation  of  the  forces  and  post  under  my 
command,  and  in  that  view  suggest  an  armistice  until  12  o’clock 
to-day. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Buckner, 

Brigadier -General,  C.  S.  Army. 

Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  near  Fort  Donelson. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Donelson ,  February  17,  1862. 

Major  Cosby  will  take  or  send  by  an  officer  to  the  nearest  picket  of 
the  enemy  the  accompanying  communication  to  General  Grant,  and 
request  information  of  the  point  where  future  communications  will 
reach  him.  Also  inform  him  that  my  headquarters  will  be  for  the 
present  in  Dover. 

S.  B.  Buckner, 

B  rigadier-  General. 

Have  the  white  flag  hoisted  on  Fort  Donelson,  not  on  the  batteries. 

S.  B.  Buckner, 

B  rigadier-  General. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Army  in  the  Field, 

Camp  near  Fort  Donelson,  February  16, 1862. 
Sir  :  Yours  of  this  date,  proposing  armistice  and  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  settle  terms  of  capitulation,  is  just  received.  No 
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terms  except  unconditional  and  immediate  surrender  can  be  accepted. 
I  propose  to  move  immediately  upon  your  works. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier- General ,  Commanding. 

General  S.  B.  Buckner, 

Confederate  Army. 

[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Headquarters, 

Dover ,  Tenn .,  February  16 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  distribution  of  the  forces  under  my  command  incident  to 
an  unexpected  change  of  commanders  and  the  overwhelming  force 
under  your  command  compel  me,  notwithstanding  the  brilliant  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Confederate  arms  yesterday,  to  accept  the  ungenerous  and 
unchivalrous  terms  which  you  propose. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Buckner, 
Brigadier-General ,  C.  S.  Army. 

Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army. 


Eeport  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Janies  B.  McPherson,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  25 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  operations 
relating  to  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson: 

From  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry  on  the  6th  instant  until  the  12th 
the  time  was  chiefly  occupied  in  making  reconnoissances  up  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  to  a  short  distance  above  Danville  and  of  the  roads 
leading  to  Fort  Donelson,  getting  our  forces  in  condition  to  march 
against  the  latter  place  and  awaiting  the  cooperation  of  the  gunboats. 
******* 

Our  forces  sent  around  by  water,  preceded  by  the  gunboat  Caron- 
delet ,  not  having  arrived,  a  messenger  was  dispatched  to  Fort  Henry 
for  General  Wallace  to  bring  over  a  portion  of  his  division,  which 
was  promptly  done,  and  it  was  assigned  a  position  in  the  center. 
Wednesday  night  the  gunboat  C arondelet  arrived,  and  on  Thursday 
moved  up  and  bombarded  the  enemy,  doing  considerable  damage  and 
silencing  one  of  his  32-pounder  guns. 

******* 

Thursday  evening  the  gunboats  and  reinforcements  sent  by  water 
arrived  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  gunboats  should  move  up  about 
2  o’clock  Friday  afternoon,  silence  the  water  batteries,  take  a  posi¬ 
tion  opposite  and  near  the  town  of  Dover  and  shell  the  rebels  out 
of  their  intrenchments  near  the  river,  we  at  the  same  time  sweeping 
around  with  our  right  and  taking  possession  of  a  portion  of  their 
works,  cutting  them  off  from  the  greater  part  of  their  supplies  and 
driving  them  back  upon  our  center  and  left,  which  were  strongly 
posted  to  prevent  their  escape.  This  movement,  however,  was  des¬ 
tined  not  to  be  carried  into  effect  on  acount  of  the  failure  of  the  gun- 
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boats  to  silence  the  water  batteries  and  their  being  compelled  to 
withdraw  after  a  bombardment  of  a  couple  of  hours,  having  experi¬ 
enced  considerable  damage. 

*!»  *1*  *1»  *!• 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Jas.  B.  McPherson, 

Lieutenant - C olonel,  Aid-de-Camp ,  and  Chief  Engineer. 
Major  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces  Department  Western  Tennessee. 


Words  of  congratulation  and  sympathy  sent  by  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  the  survivors  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet. 

Cairo,  February  17 ,  1862. 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces  on 
the  Western  waters,  while  he  congratulates  the  survivors  on  board 
the  distinguished  gunboat  C arondelet  for  their  noble  conduct  in  the 
several  actions  so  bravely  fought,  also  sympathizes  with  the  wounded 
who  have  so  gloriously  periled  their  lives  in  honor  of  the  Union  and 
the  dear  old  flag,  and  also  sympathizes  with  the  friends  of  the  gal¬ 
lant  dead,  who  could  not  have  died  in  a  more  glorious  cause. 

Let  us  thank  God  from  the  heart,  and  say  not  unto  us  alone,  but 
unto  Thy  name,  O  Lord,  belongs  the  glory  of  the  triumph  of  our  arms. 

[Endorsement.] 

In  the  handwriting  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  this  communication  was 
sent  to  the  Carondelet  to  Captain  Walke,  with  orders  to  return  it  to 
Flag-Officer  Foote  after  being  read,  which  order  was  obeyed  (a  copy 
having  been  taken),  and  recorded  in  the  log  book. 

Witnesses : 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Edwd.  E.  Brennand, 

First  Master. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  C.  S.  Army. 

Columbia,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1862. 

On  the  9th  instant  General  A.  S.  Johnston  ordered  me  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Donelson  and  take  command  of  that  post.  On  the  10th  instant 
I  arrived  at  that  place.  *  *  * 

On  the  13th  we  had  quiet,  but  we  saw  the  smoke  of  a  large  number 
of  gunboats  and  steamboats  a  short  distance  below.  We  also  received 
reliable  information  of  the  arrival  of  a  large  number  of  new  troops, 
greatly  increasing  the  strength  of  the  enemy’s  forces,  already  said  to 
be  from  20,000  to  30,000  strong. 

Battle  with  the  gunboats. 

On  the  13th  these  reinforcements  were  seen  advancing  in  their 
position  in  the  line  of  investment,  and  while  this  was  being  done  six 
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of  the  enemy's  iron-cased  gunboats  were  seen  advancing  up  the  river, 
five  of  which  were  abreast  in  line  of  battle,  the  sixth  some  distance 
in  the  rear.  When  these  gunboats  arrived  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  our  battery  they  opened  fire  on  the  battery.  My  orders  to  the 
officers,  Captain  Shuster  and  Captain  Stankiewicz,  who  commanded 
the  lower  battery  of  light  guns,  and  Captain  Ross,  who  commanded 
the  lower  battery  of  four  guns,  were  to  hold  their  fire  until  the 
enemy’s  gunboats  came  within  point-blank  range  of  their  guns.  This 
they  did,  though  the  ordeal  of  holding  their  fire  while  the  enemy’s 
shot  and  shell  fell  thick  around  their  position  was  a  severe  restraint 
to  their  patriotic  impulses,  but  nevertheless  our  batteries  made  no 
response  until  the  enemy’s  gunboats  got  within  range  of  their  guns. 
Our  entire  line  of  batteries  then  opened  fire.  The  guns  of  both  were 
well  served.  The  enemy  constantly  advancing,  delivering  direct  fire 
against  our  batteries  from  his  line  of  five  gunboats,  while  the  sixth 
boat,  moving  up  in  rear  of  the  line,  kept  the  air  filled  with  shells, 
which  fell  thick  and  close  around  the  position  of  our  batteries.  The 
fight  continued,  the  enemy  steadily  advancing  slowly  up  the  river,  the 
shot  and  shell  from  fifteen  heavy  rifled  guns  tearing  our  parapets  and 
plunging  deep  in  the  earth  around  and  over  our  batteries  for  nearly 
two  hours  and  until  his  boats  had  reached  within  the  distance  of  150 
yards  of  our  batteries.  • 

Having  come  in  such  close  conflict,  I  could  see  distinctly  the 
effect  of  our  shot  upon  his  iron-cased  boats.  We  had  given  one  or  two 
well-directed  shots  from  the  heavy  guns  to  one  of  his  boats,  when  he 
instantly  shrunk  back  and  drifted  helpless  below  the  line.  Several 
shots  struck  another  boat,  tearing  her  iron  case,  splintering  her  tim¬ 
bers  and  making  them  crack  as  if  by  a  stroke  of  lightning,  when  she, 
too,  fell  back. 

Then  a  third  received  several  severe  shocks,  making  her  metal  ring 
and  her  timbers  crack,  when  the  whole  line  gave  way  and  fell  rap¬ 
idly  back  from  our  fire  until  they  passed  out  of  range.  Thus  ended 
the  first  severe  and  close  conflict  of  our  guns— our  heavy  guns — with 
the  enemy’s  gunboats,  testing  their  strength  and  the  power  of  our 
heavy  guns  to  resist  them. 

The  shot  from  our  32-pounder  guns  produced  but  little  effect; 
they  struck  and  rebounded,  apparently  doing  little  damage.  But  I 
am  satisfied  by  close  observation,  that  the  timbers  of  the  framework 
did  not  and  could  not  withstand  the  shock  of  the  10-inch  columbiad 
or  32-pounder  rifled  guns.  These  gunboats  never  renewed  the  attack. 

I  learned  from  citizens  living  on  the  river  below  that  one  of  the 
injured  gunboats  sunk  and  that  others  had  to  be  towed  to  Cairo. 
This  information  may  or  may  not  be  true,  but  it  is  certain  that  all 
of  the  boats  were  repulsed  and  driven  back  after  a  most  vigorous  and 
determined  attack,  and  that  two  of  the  boats  were  badly  damaged 
and  a  third  more  or  less  injured. 

It  is  difficult  to  overestimate  the  gallant  bearing  and  heroic  con¬ 
duct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  our  batteries,  who  so  well  and  so  per¬ 
sistently  fought  the  guns  until  the  enemy’s  determined  advance 
brought  gunboats  and  guns  into  such  close  and  desperate  conflict. 

We  had  fought  the  battle  to  open  our  way  for  our  army  and  to  re¬ 
lieve  us  from  an  investment  which  would  necessarily  reduce  us  and 
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,the  position  we  occupied  by  famine.  We  had  accomplished  onr  object, 
but  it  occupied  the  whole  day,  and  before  we  could  prepare  to  leave, 
after  taking  in  the  wounded  and  the  dead,  the  enemy  had  thrown 
around  us  again  in  the  night  an  immense  force  of  fresh  troops  and 
reoccupied  his  original  position  in  the  line  of  investment,  thus  again 
cutting  off  our  retreat.  We  had  only  about  13,000  troops,  all  told. 
Of  these  we  had  lost  a  large  proportion  in  the  three  battles.  The 
.command  had  been  in  the  trenches  night  and  day  for  five  days,  ex¬ 
posed  to  snow,  sleet,  mud,  and  ice  and  water,  without  shelter,  without 
adequate  covering,  and  without  sleep. 

In  this  condition  the  general  officers  held  a  consultation  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  we  should  do.  General  Buckner  gave  it  as  his  decided 
opinion  that  he  could  not  hold  his  position  half  an  hour  against  an 
assault  of  the  enemy,  and  said  he  was  satisfied  the  enemy  would  at¬ 
tack  him  at  daylight  the  next  morning.  The  proposition  was  then 
made  by  the  undersigned,  again  to  fight  our  way  through  the  enemy’s 
line  and  cut  our  way  out.  General  Buckner  said  his  command  was  so 
worn  out  and  cut  to  pieces,  and  so  demoralized,  that  he  could  not 
make  another  fight, ;  that  it  would  cost  three-fourths  its  present  num¬ 
bers  to  cut  its  way  out;  that  it  was  wrong  to  sacrifice  three-fourths 
to  save  one- fourth ;  that  no  officer  had  a  right  to  cause  such  a  sacri¬ 
fice.  General  Floyd  and  Major  Gilmer  I  understood  to  concur  in  this 
opinion.  I  then  expressed  the  opinion  that  we  could  hold  out  another 
day,  and  in  that  time  we  could  get  steamboats  and  set  the  command 
over  the  river,  and  probably  save  a  portion  of  it.  To  this  General 
Buckner  replied  that  the  enemy  would  certainly  attack  him  in  the 
morning,  and  that  he  could  not  hold  his  position  half  an  hour.  The 
alternative  of  these  propositions  was  surrender  of  the  position  and 
command.  General  Floyd  said  he  would  not  surrender  the  command, 
nor  would  he  surrender  himself  prisoner.  I  had  taken  the  same  posi¬ 
tion.  General  Buckner  said  he  ivas  satisfied  nothing  else  could  be 
done,  and  that,  therefore,  he  would  surrender  the  command  if  placed 
in  command.  General  Floyd  said  he  would  turn  over  the  command 
to  me,  I  passing  it  to  General  Buckner,  if  General  Floyd  would  be 
permitted  to  withdraw  his  command.  To  this  General  Buckner  con¬ 
sented.  Therefore  the  command  was  turned  over  to  me,  I  passing 
it  instantly  to  General  Buckner,  saying  I  would  neither  surrender  the 
command  nor  myself.  I  directed  Colonel  Forrest  to  cut  his  way  out. 
Under  these  circumstances  General  Buckner  accepted  the  command, 
and  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  enemy  for  an  armistice  of  six  hours,  to 
negotiate  for  terms  of  capitulation.  Before  this  flag  and  communica¬ 
tion  was  delivered,  I  retired  from  the  garrison. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Gideon  J.  Pillow, 
Brigadier- General,  G.  S.  Army. 

Captain  Clarence  Derrick, 

Assistant  t  A djutan t- General. 


Official : 


Adjutant  and  Inspector-General’s  Office, 

/September  17, 1862. 

John  Withers, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilmer,  Chief  Engineer,  upon  the  Defenses  of  Forts 

Henry  and  Lonelson. 

Engineer’s  Office, 
Decatur ,  Ala.,  March  17,  1862. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  General  Johnston’s  orders  of  January 
29,  received  at  Nashville,  I  proceeded  the  next  day  to  Fort  Donelson 
and  thence  to  Fort  Henry,  to  inspect  the  works  and  direct  what  was 
necessary  to  be  done  at  both. 

I  arrived  at  Fort  Henry  the  afternoon  of  the  31st,  when  I  met 
Brigadier-General  Tilghman,  commanding  the  defenses  on  the 
Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers.  By  the  exertions  of  the  command¬ 
ing  general,  aided  by  Lieutenant  Jos.  Dixon,  his  engineer  officer,  the 
main  fort  (a  strong  fieldwork  of  fine  bastion  front)  had  been  put  in 
a  good  condition  for  defense,  and  seventeen  guns  mounted  on  sub¬ 
stantial  platforms ;  twelve  of  which  were  so  placed  as  to  bear  well  on 
the  river.  These  twelve  guns  were  of  the  following  description :  One 
10-inch  columbiad,  one  rifled  gun  of  24-pounder  caliber  (weight  of 
ball  62  pounds),  two  42-pounders,  and  eight  32-pounders,  all  arranged 
to  fire  through  embrasures  formed  by  raising  the  parapet  between  the 
guns  with  sand  bags,  carefully  laid. 

In  addition  to  placing  the  main  work  in  good  defensive  order,  I 
found  that  extensive  lines  of  infantry  cover  had  been  thrown  up  by 
the  troops  forming  the  garrison,  with  a  view  to  hold  commanding 
ground  that  would  be  dangerous  to  the  fort  if  possessed  by  the  enemy. 

These  lines  and  the  main  work  were  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
river,  anj  arranged  with  good  defensive  relations,  making  the  place 
capable' of  offering  a  strong  resistance  against  a  land  attack  coming 
from  the  eastward. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  river  there  was  a  number  of  hills  within 
cannon  range  that  commanded  the  river  batteries  on  the  right  bank. 

The  necessity  of  occupying  these  hills  was  apparent  to  me  at  the 
time  I  inspected  Fort  Henry,  early  in  November  last,  and  on  the 
21st  of  that  month  Lieutenant  Dixon,  the  local  engineer,  was  ordered 
from  Fort  Donelson  to  Fort  Henry,  to  make  the  necessary  surveys 
and  construct  the  additional  works.  He  was  at  the  same  time  in¬ 
formed  that  a  large  force  of  slaves,  with  troops  to  protect  them,  from 
Alabama,  would  report  to  him  for  the  work,  which  was  to  be  pushed 
to  completion  as  early  as  possible. 

The  surveys  were  made  by  the  engineer  and  plans  decided  upon 
without  delay,  but  by  some  unforeseen  cause  the  negroes  were  not 
sent  until  after  the  1st  of  January  last.  Much  valuable  time  was 
thus  lost,  but  under  your  urgent  orders,  when  informed  of  the  delay, 
General  Tilghman  and  his  engineers  pressed  these  defenses  forward 
so  rapidly,  night  and  day,  that  when  I  reached  the  fort  (31st  January 
last)  they  were  far  advanced,  requiring  only  a  few  days’  additional 
labor  to  put  them  in  a  state  of  defense ;  but  no  guns  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  that  could  be  put  in  these  works  except  a  few  fieldpieces,  and, 
notwithstanding  every  effort  had  been  made  to  procure  them  from 
Richmond,  Memphis,  and  other  points,  it  was  apprehended  they 
would  not  arrive  in  time  to  anticipate  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  which, 
from  the  full  information  obtained  by  General  Tilghman,  was 
threatened  at  an  early  day,  either  at  Fort  Henry  or  Fort  Donelson, 
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or  possibly  on  both  at  the  same  time.  The  lines  of  infantry  cover, 
however,  which  had  been  thrown  up,  were  capable  of  making  a  strong 
resistance,  even  without  the  desired  artillery,  should  the  attack  be 
made  on  that  (the  left)  bank  of  the  river.  Experimental  firing  with 
the  10-inch  columbiad,  mounted  in  main  work,  showed  a  defect  in  the 
cast-iron  carriage  and  chassis,  which  threatened  to  impair  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  this  most  important  gun.  With  the  ordinary  charge  of  16 
pounds  of  powder,  the  recoil  was  so  great  as  to  cause  most  violent 
shocks  against  the  rear  liurter,  threatening  each  time  to  dismount 
the  piece.  With  the  aid  of  an  ingenious  mechanic,  clamps  were 
finally  made  which  served  to  resist,  in  some  degree,  the  violence  of 
recoil.  With  this  exception,  the  guns  bearing  on  the  river  were  in 
fair  working  order. 

After  the  batteries  of  the  main  work  were  mounted  General  Tilgh- 
man  found  much  difficulty  in  getting  competent  artillerists  to  man 
them,  and  he  was  not  supplied  with  a  sufficient  number  of  artillery 
officers. 

Impressed  with  the  great  deficiency  in  the  preparations  for  de¬ 
fending  the  passage  of  the  river  at  Fort  Henry,  the  commanding 
officer  expressed  to  me  his  fears  that  it  might  cause  disaster  if  the 
place  were  vigorously  attacked  by  the  enemy’s  gunboats.  This  he 
thought  his  greatest  danger. 

In  conjunction  with  General  Tilghman,  I  made  every  effort  during 
the  three  days  I  remained  at  Fort  Henry  to  get  all  the  works  and 
batteries  in  as  good  condition  for  defense  as  the  means  at  hand  would 
permit.  The  third  of  February  we  went  over  to  Fort  Donelson  to 
do  the  same.  The  works  there  required  additions  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  occupying  grounds  dangerous  to  the  river  batteries  and  the 
fieldwork,  which  had  been  constructed  for  the  immediate  defense 
landward. 

It  was  also  important  that  better  protection  should  be  made  for  the 
heavy  guns  (mounted  for  the  defense  of  the  river)  by  raising  the 
parapet  with  sand  bags  between  the  guns,  to  give  greater  protection 
to  the  gunners. 

1  he  3d  and  4th  days  of  February  were  devoted  to  making  prepara¬ 
tions  for  this  work  and  locating  lines  of  infantry  cover  on  the  com¬ 
manding  ground  around  the  fort. 

In  the  midst  of  these  labors,  on  the  4th,  heavy  firing  was  heard  in 
the  direction  of  Fort  Henry,  which  warned  General  Tilghman  that 
the  enemy  had  made  his  attack  upon  that  work.  This  was  soon  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  report  from  Colonel  Heiman,  to  the  effect  that  the  gun¬ 
boats  had  opened  fire  and  that  troops  were  being  landed  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river,  3J  to  4  miles  below  the  fort.  The  general  decided 
to  return  to  the  Tennessee  River  at  once,  and  expressed,  with  some 
anxiety,  a  wish  that  I  would  accompany  him.  I  finally  took  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  doing  so,  with  the  hope  that  my  professional  serv¬ 
ices  might  possibly  prove  useful  during  the  defense.  On  arriving 
at  Fort  Henry,  we  found  the  enemy  had  landed  additional  troops 
below,  and  that  every  preparation  was  being  made  to  attack  by  land 
and  water. 

The  necessary  dispositions  for  defense  were  at  once  entered  upon 
by  making  a  special  organization  of  the  troops  and  assimiinv  com¬ 
mands  to  the  officers. 
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Early  the  next  morning,  5th  February,  the  troops  were  drawn 
out  under  arms  and  marched  to  the  respective  points  each  body  was 
to  defend ;  this  with  a  view  to  insure  order  in  case  it  became  neces¬ 
sary  to  form  promptly  in  face  of  the  enemy.  The  main  body  of  the 
forces  was  assigned  to  the  defense  of  the  advanced  lines  of  infantry 
cover,  where. they  were  in  measure  beyond  the  range  of  shot  and  sheil 
from  the  gunboats,  and  the  troops  inside  of  the  main  fort  were  to  be 
limited  to  the  men  who  had  received  some  instructions  in  the  use  of 
heavy  guns  and  such  additional  force  as  could  be  useful  in.  bringing 
up  full  supplies  of  ammunition.  Those  assigned  to  the  fort  were  prac¬ 
ticed  at  the  battery  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  command¬ 
ing  officer,  and  each  one  taught,  with  as  much  care  as  possible,  his 
duty  in  anticipation  of  the  threatened  attack. 

In  such  preparations  the  day  was  consumed,  and  it  was  only  at 
nightfall  that  the  troops  were  relieved,  to  seek  food  and  rest,  it  being 
quite  apparent  that  the  enemy  would  not  attack  until  next  day. 

Attach  on  Fort  Henry,  6th  February,  1862. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  day  preparations  of  the  enemy  for  an 
advance  with  his  gunboats  could  be  observed  from  the  fort;  also  the 
movements  of  troops  at  their  encampments  along  the  bank  of  the 
river  below,  making  it  evident  that  we  were  to  be  attacked  by  land 
as  well  as  by  water. 

About  half  past  11  o’clock  one  of  the  gunboats  had  reached  the 
head  of  the  island,  about  1  ^  miles  below  our  batteries ;  another  soon 
followed,  then  a  third,  and  a  fourth — all  coming  as  nearly  abreast 
as  the  width  of  the  river  would  permit.  As  soon  as  this  line  was 
formed,  a  rapid  fire  was  opened  upon  our  works  (about  half  past  12 
o’clock),  which  was  returned  with  spirit  by  our  gunners,  who  were 
all  at  their  places,  eager  for  the  contest.  In  a  short  time  after,  the 
rifled  cannon  burst,  killing  3  of  the  men  at  the  piece  and  disabling 
a  number  of  others. 

The  effect  of  this  explosion  was  very  serious  upon  our  artillerists — 
first,  because  it  made  them  doubt  the  strength  of  these  large  guns  to 
resist  the  shock  of  full  charges,  and,  secondly,  because  much  was 
expected  from  the  long  range  of  rifled  cannon  against  the  gunboats. 
Still,  all  stood  firmly  to  their  work  under  a  most  terrific  fire  from  the 
advancing  foe,  whose  approach  was  steady  and  constant. 

From  the  rear  of  their  lines  a  fifth  gunboat  was  observed  to  be 
firing  curvated  shot,  many  of  which  fell  within  the  work,  but  to  the 
rear  of  our  guns.  Many  shot  and  shell  were  lodged  in  the  parapet, 
making  deep  penetrations,  but  in  no  case  passing  through  unless  they 
struck  the  cheek  of  an  embrasure.  One  of  the  32-pounder  guns  was 
struck  by  a  heavy  shell  passing  through  the  embrasure.  All  the 
gunners  at  this  piece  were  disabled  and  the  gun  rendered  unfit  for 
service. 

About  the  same  moment  a  premature,  discharge  occurred  at  one  of 
the  42-pounder  gams,  causing  the  death  of  3  men  and  seriously  in¬ 
juring  the  chief  of  the  piece  and  others. 

Not  many  moments  later  it  was  observed  that  the  10-inch  columbiad 
was  silent,  the  cause  of  which  was  at  once  examined  into  by  General 
Tilghman,  and  it  was  found  that  the  priming  wire  had  been  jammed 
and  broken  in  the  vent.  A  blacksmith  (I  regret  I  can  not  recall  the 
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name  of  the  gallant  soldier)  was  sent  for  and  lie  labored  with  great 
coolness  for  a  long  time,  exposed  to  the  warmest  fire  of  the  enemy, 
but  in  spite  of  his  faithful  and  earnest  efforts  the  broken  wire  re¬ 
mained  in  the  vent,  making  this  important  gun  unserviceable  for  the 
continued  contest.  By  this  time  the  gunboats,  by  a  steady  advance, 
had  reached  positions  not  over  six  or  seven  hundred  yards  from  the 
fort.  Our  artillerists  became  very  much  discouraged  when  they  saw 
the  two  heavy  guns  disabled,  the  enemy’s  boats  apparently  uninjured 
and  still  drawing  nearer  and  nearer.  Some  of  them  even  ceased  to 
work  the  32-pounder  guns,  under  the  belief  that  such  shot  were  too 
light  to  produce  any  effect  upon  the  ironclad  sides  of  the  enemy’s 
boats. 

Seeing  this,  General  Tilghman  did  everything  that  it  was  possible 
to  do  to  encourage  and  urge  his  men  to  further  efforts.  He  assisted 
to  serve  one  of  the  pieces  himself  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes,  but  his 
men  were  exhausted,  had  lost  all  hope,  and  there  were  none  others  to 
replace  them  at  the  guns.  Finally,  after  the  firing  had  continued 
about  an  hour  and  five  minutes,  but  two  guns  from  our  batteries  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  rapid  firing  of  the  enemy,  whose  shots  were  telling 
with  effect  upon  our  parapets.  It  was  then  suggested  to  the  general 
that  all  was  lost,  unless  he  could  replace  the  men  at  the  guns  by 
others  who  were  not  exhausted.  He  replied,  “  I  shall  not  give  up 
the  work,”  and  then  made  an  effort  to  get  men  from  the  outer  lines 
to  continue  the  struggle.  Failing  in  this,  he  sent  instructions  to 
the  commanders  of  the  troops  in  the  exterior  lines  to  withdraw  their 
forces.  As  soon  as  this  movement  was  commenced,  confusion  among 
the  retiring  troops  followed — many  thinking  it  intended  for  a  rapid 
retreat  to  escape  from  the  enemy’s  forces,  expected  to  approach  from 
the  point  of  landing  below.  A  few  moments  later  the  flag  was 
lowered. 

From  information  received,  the  strength  of  the  enemy  was  esti¬ 
mated  at  9,000  men.  These  forces  were  advancing  to  cut  off  the  com¬ 
munications  with  Fort  Donelson.  Probably  the  movement  would 
have  proved  a  success  had  the  garrison  remained  a  few  hours  longer. 

Our  force  at  For.t  Henry  was  about  3,200,  of  which  less  than  100 
were  surrendered  with  the  fort. 

The  fall  of  Fort  Henry,  and  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  strike  at 
once  with  an  immense  force  at  Fort  Donelson,  made  it  necessary  that 
the  army  at  Bowling  Green  should  be  withdrawn  to  a  point  which 
would  secure  a  prompt  passage  to  the  Cumberland  River.  The 
vicinity  of  Nashville  seemed  the  proper  position.  If  the  enemy  were 
defeated  at  Donelson,  with  prompt  reinforcements  there  was  still  a 
hope  that  your  army  might  resist  the  invader  and  defend  that  city  ; 
if  Donelson  fell,  it  could  be  promptly  passed  to  the  south  bank  of 
the  river. 

Defense  of  Fort  Donelson. 

The  capture  of  Fort  Henry  was,  for  the  enemy,  a  great  success, 
which,  it  was  felt,  would  embolden  him  to  make  an  early  attack  upon 
Fort  Donelson. 

To  meet  this,  every  effort  was  made  to  strengthen  the  defenses. 
Lines  of  infantry  cover  were  laid  out  on  commanding  grounds  around 
the  place,  and  fatigue  parties  were  daily  employed  in  their  construe- 
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tion.  To  aid  the  local  engineer  in  the  work  of  defense,  I  remained 
at  the  fort  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  February,  when  General  Pillow 
took  command  of  the  whole.  At  his  request  I  asked  and  received 
authority  to  remain  and  aid  in  the  defense. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival,  the  general  took  active  measures  to 
inform  himself  as  to  the  character  of  the  defenses,  and  had  the  addi¬ 
tional  works  pressed  forward  with  the  greatest  activity.  Having 
received  reinforcements,  and  others  being  expected  daily,  the  lines 
of  infantry  cover  Avere  extended  so  as  to  embrace  the  town  of  Dover, 
where  many  of  our  munitions  were  stored.  The  time  for  these  works 
being  decided  upon,  they  were  at  once  pressed  to  completion,  and  the 
batteries  for  the  defense  of  the  river  strengthened. 

By  the  night  of  the  12th  these  were  in  readiness,  and  the  heavy 
guns  recently  received  at  the  fort  were  mounted.  To  provide  an  ample 
force  of  artillerists  to  work  the  heavy  guns  through  a  long-continued 
attack,  General  Pillow  detailed  Captain  R.  R.  Ross  and  his  company 
of  well-drilled  men  from  his  battery,  to  aid  in  the  river  defense.  The 
selection  of  this  officer  and  his  command  proved  most  fortunate,  as  in 
the  obstinate  attack  that  was  made  by  the  gunboats  they  performed 
noble  and  effective  service. 

Brigadier-General  Buckner  arrived  at  Fort  Donelson  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  12th. 

In  the  meantime  the  enemy  had  landed  in  large  force  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  below,  and  other  troops  were  brought  over  from  Fort 
Henry.  The  smoke  of  his  gunboats  was  seen  in  the  distance,  warning 
us  that  a  combined  attack  was  to  be  expected.  Skirmishes  were  fre¬ 
quent  between  our  pickets  and  the  enemy’s  forces  advancing  to 
meet  us. 

On  the  13th  the  besiegers  opened  with  artillery  upon  our  land 
defenses,  and  their  sharpshooters  annoyed  our  men  constantly  when¬ 
ever  exposed  abo\Te  the  infantry  covers,  as  at  the  field  batteries.  One 
of  the  gunboats  commenced  firing'  upon  the  river  batteries  early  in 
the  day,  throwing  shot  and  shell  at  long  range. 

The  same  morning  General  Floyd  arrived  with  reinforcements, 
including  three  batteries  of  field  artillery,  which  were  placed  in  posi¬ 
tion  as  promptly  as  possible.  The  enemy’s  fires  were  kept  up 
throughout  the  day,  and  responded  to  with  spirit  by  our  artillery 
and  infantry.  In  the  afternoon  an  attempt  was  made  to  storm  the 
intrenchments  on  the  heights  near  our  center,  but  failed,  the  assail¬ 
ants  being  handsomely  repulsed.  One  of  the  guns  in  the  river  bat¬ 
teries  was  struck  by  a  heaAy  shot  from  the  gunboat,  disabling  the 
carriage  and  killing  Lieutenant  Joseph  Dixon,  the  local  engineer 
officer.  Our  total  loss  during  the  day  was  considerable,  but  I  am 
unable  to  report  numbers. 

The  contest  of  the  day  closed.  The  enemy  had  gained  no  footing 
on  our  works  nor  produced  any  important  impression  upon  them. 
But  our  forces  were  much  fatigued,  having  been  under  arms  all  day, 
and  this  after  three  or  four  days’  hard  labor  upon  the  intrenchments. 
To  add  to  their  sufferings  it  turned  suddenly  cold  in  the  afternoon, 
and  at  dark  commenced  snowing  and  continued  the  greater  part  of 
the  night.  Inclement  as  was  the  weather,  it  was  necessary  (to  guard 
against  surprise)  that  the  troops  should  be  all  night  in  position  along 
the  lines  of  infantry  cover.  The  next  day,  the  14th,  the  besiegers 
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brought  up  large  reinforcements,  just  landed  from  numerous  trans¬ 
ports,  and  extended  their  lines,  in  great  strength,  toward  their  right, 
enveloping  our  extreme  left.  They  took  positions  that  placed  it  in 
their  power  to  plant  batteries  on  the  river  bank  above  and  cut  off  our 
communications.  Such  appeared  to  be  their  design.  In  consequence 
of  these  movements  the  firing  of  the  enemy  wTas  less  frequent  than  on 
the  previous  day. 

Early  on  this  afternoon  the  gunboats  were  observed  to  be  advancing 
to  attack  the  river  batteries,  and  at  3  o’clock  a  vigorous  fire  w^as 
opened  from  five  boats  approaching  en  echelon.  Our  gunners  re¬ 
served  their  fire  until  the  gunboats  had  come  within  effective  range, 
and  then,  at  a  signal,  every  gun  was  fired — twelve  in  number.  This 
fire  told  with  great  effect,  penetrating  the  iron  sides  of  the  boats. 
The  firing  now  became  terrific,  the  enemy  still  advancing.  In  rear  of 
the  five  boats  first  engaged  a  sixth  was  reported  throwing  curvated 
shot,  which  passed  over  our  wTorks,  exploding  in  the  air  just  above. 
After  some  time  one  of  the  boats  was  seen  to  pull  back,  probably  dis¬ 
abled  by  our  shot.  The  others  continued  to  advance,  keeping  up  a 
rapid  fire. 

Our  batteries  were  well  served  and  responded  with  great  effect,  dis¬ 
abling,  as  it  was  believed,  two  more  of  the  gunboats.  The  engage¬ 
ment  lasted  until  ten  minutes  after  4  o’clock,  the  gunboats  having 
approached  to  within  300  or  400  yards  of  our  guns,  when  they  with¬ 
drew  from  the  contest.  Our  batteries  were  uninjured,  and  not  a  man 
in  them  killed. 

The  repulse  of  the  gunboats  closed  the  operations  of  the  day, 
except  a  few  scattering  shot  along  the  land  defenses.  It  was  evident, 
however,  from  the  movements  of  numerous  bodies  of  troops  around 
our  lines,  that  the  enemy  had  resolved  to  invest  us,  and.  when  pre¬ 
pared,  to  attack  us  in  overwhelming  numbers  or  press  us  to  a  capitu¬ 
lation  by  cutting  off  supplies  and  reinforcements. 

Generals  Floyd,  Pillow,  and  Buckner  met  in  council  soon  after 
dark ;  I  was  present.  After  an  interchange  of  views,  it  was  decided 
to  attack  the  enemy  on  his  extreme  right  and  right  center  at  5  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  It  was  believed  that  the  enemy  might  be  driven 
back  and  an  opportunity  secured  to  withdraw  in  safety  our  forces ; 
that  possibly  greater  advantages  might  be  gained  by  the  attack, 
which,  if  well  followed  up  on  our  part,  would  result  in  disaster  to  the 
invaders. 

This  being  decided  upon,  the  brigade  commanders  were  at  once 
sent  for,  and  the  positions  for  their  respective  commands  in  the  order 
of  attack  assigned.  Brigadier-General  Pillow  was  to  direct  the 
movement  against  the  right  of  the  enemy;  Brigadier-General 
Buckner  that  against  his  right  center,  advancing  along  the  Wynn’s 
[Winn’s]  ferry  road.  A  few  regiments  were  to  remain  to  guard  the 
lines. 

About  5  o’clock  next  morning  (the  15th)  the  left  wing,  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Pillow,  moved  to  the  attack.  Brisk  fires  were  opened  and  kept 
up  by  the  enemy,  and  responded  to  with  spirit  from  our  lines,  his 
men  generally  overshooting,  while  ours  were  constantly  warned  to 
aim  low. 
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The  enemy’s  fire,  after  some  time,  extended  toward  their  extreme 
right,  indicating  a  design  to  turn  our  left.  To  meet  this,  a  body  of 
troops,  under  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson,  made  a  flank  move¬ 
ment  and  met  the  foe.  After  a  long  struggle,  the  enemy  finally  gave 
way,  at  first  falling  back  slowly.  Our  troops  pressed  forward,  and 
about  half  past  9  o’clock  his  right  wing  was  in  full  retreat.  Now, 
the  cavalry  on  our  extreme  left  was  brought  up  and  charged  with 
effect  on  the  retreating  enemy.  Six  fieldpieces  were  captured  at 
different  points,  and,  at  a  later  hour  of  the  day,  brought  within  the 
line  of  intrenchments.  Our  success  against  the  right  wing  was 
complete. 

I  now  accompanied  General  Pillow  across  the  field  to  the  point  of 
attack  assigned  to  General  Buckner’s  division.  On  our  arrival  there 
his  division  was  in  rear  of  the  lines  of  infantry  covers,  the  general 
and  his  officers  encouraging  the  troops  to  renew  the  attack  on  the 
enemy,  who  still  held  position  in  their  front.  General  Buckner 
stated  that  he  had,  soon  after  the  firing  of  General  Pillow’s  forces  was 
heard,  opened  on  the  enemy  with  artillery,  and  followed  it  up  by 
sending  forward  two  of  his  best  regiments  to  the  assault  ;  that  they 
moved  forward  over  the  infantry  covers  with  spirit,  and  advanced 
steadily  and  in  order  against  the  enemy.  They  were  soon  exposed 
to  heavy  fires  of  small  arms,  and  of  a  field  battery  planted  in  their 
front;  and  they  responded  well  for  some  time  to  the  volleys  of  the 
besiegers,  but  finally  their  ranks  wTere  thrown  into  confusion,  and 
they  fell  back  rapidly  in  rear  of  our  intrenchments.  General  Buck¬ 
ner  continued  to  encourage  his  men,  feeling  that  a  little  time  was 
necessary  to  overcome  the  dispiriting  effects  of  the  repulse  earlier 
in  the  day.  In  the  meantime,  the  fires  of  our  left  wing  were  heard 
steadily  advancing,  driving  the  enemy  back  upon  his  right  center. 

This  wras  referred  to  with  encouraging  effect -upon  General  Buck¬ 
ner’s  division.  Artillery  fires  wTere  kept  up  against  the  enemy  in 
his  front,  and  soon  afterwards  he  moved  forward  with  his  division 
to  renew  the  attack.  The  enemy  being  now  pressed  in  front  of  his 
center  by  this  advance  and  on  his  right  flank  by  the  pursuing  forces 
of  General  Pillow’s  division,  retreated  rapidly  for  some  distance 
toward  his  left  wing;  but,  receiving  heavy  reinforcements,  the  pur¬ 
suit  was  checked,  and  finally  the  retreating  foe  made  a  firm  stand, 
opening  from  a  field  battery,  strongly  supported  by  masses  of  in¬ 
fantry. 

About  1  o’clock  an  order  was  given  by  General  Pillow  recalling  our 
forces  to  the  defensive  lines.  Our  forces  having  returned,  they  were 
ordered  to  the  positions  they  occupied  the  day  previous,  involving  a 
march  of  over  a  mile  for  the  troops  on  the  extreme  right.  The  enemy 
at  the  same  time  advanced  with  his  reinforcements  to  attack  that 
flank,  and  by  a  prompt  movement  succeeded  in  effecting  a  lodgment 
within  the  lines  just  as  our  exhausted  forces  arrived. 

A  vigorous  attempt  to  dislodge  him  failed,  and  at  length  our  men, 
having  suffered  much,  fell  back,  leaving  him  in  possession  of  that 
portion  of  our  defenses.  The  advantage  gained  by  the  enemy  placed 
him  in  position  to  assault  our  right  in  full  force  with  his  fresh  troops 
next  morning.  Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  the  darkness 
of  night  closed  the  bloody  struggle  of  the  day.  In  course  of  the 
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night  Generals  Floyd,  Pillow,  and  Buckner  met  in  council.  I  was 
not  present. 

The  following  morning  about  3  o’clock  I  was  told  by  General  Pil¬ 
low  that  a  surrender  had  been  decided  on.  He  invited  me  to  join 
himself  and  staff  as  they  were  not  included  in  the  proposed  surrender. 
This  I  accepted,  and  accompanied  him  to  Clarkesville  and  Nashville, 
where  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  in  person. 

From  information  received  the  strength  of  the  enemy  at  Donelson 
was  estimated  to  be  about  50,000.  Our  effective  force  was  about 
15,000. 

The  surrender  at  Fort  Donelson  made  Nashville  untenable  by  the 
forces  under  your  command.  Situated  in  a  wide  basin,  intersected 
by  a  navigable  river  in  possession  of  the  invader,  approached  from 
all  directions  by  good  turnpike  roads,  and  surrounded  by  command¬ 
ing  hills,  involving  works  of  not  less  than  20  miles  in  extent,  the  city 
could  not  be  held  by  a  force  less  than  50,000.  With  all  the  reinforce¬ 
ments  to  be  hoped  for,  your  army  could  not  be  raised  to  that  number 
before  the  place  would  have  been  attacked  by  heavy  forces  of  the 
enemy,  both  by  land  and  water.  The  alternative  was  to  withdraw 
to  the  interior  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

J.  F.  Gilmer, 

Lieutenant-  C olonel  and  Chief  Engineer , 

Western  Department. 

Colonel  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Western  Department , 

Decatur ,  Ala. 


[Telegram.] 

,  Fort  Donelson,  February  10, 1862. 

The  attack  expected  here  is  a  combined  one;  gunboats  by  water 
and  a  land  force  in  the  rear. 

The  greatest  danger,  in  my  opinion,  is  from  the  gunboats,  which 
appear  to  be  well  protected  from  our  shot.  The  effect  of  our  shot  at 
Fort  Henry  was  not  sufficient  to  disable  them,  or  any  one  of  them, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain.  This  was  due,  I  think,  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  want  of  skill  in  the  men  who  served  the  guns, 
and  not  to  the  invulnerability  of  the  boats  themselves. 

I  saw  five  gunboats  during  the  attack  on  Fort  Henry,  each  firing 
three  heavy  guns  from  ports  in  the  bow.  It  has  been  reported  from 
various  sources  that  there  were  seven  boats  in  the  Tennessee  River  at 
the  time  of  the  attack.  Only  five  were  engaged  at  any  one  time,  in 
my  opinion. 

With  the  preparations  that  are  now  being  made  here  I  feel  much 
confidence  that  we  can  make  a  successful  resistance  against  a  land 
attack.  The  attack  by  water  will  be  more  difficult  to  meet.  Still  I 
hope  for  success  here  also. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

J.  F.  Gilmer, 

Major,  and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department. 

Colonel  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 
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[Telegram.] 

Bowling  Green,  February  11,  1862. 

Twice  to-day  I  have  telegraphed  to  you  to  command  all  the  troops 
and  use  your  judgment.  Your  report  of  the  effect  of  our  shot  at 
Henry  should  encourage  the  troops  and  insure  our  success.  If  [at] 
the  long  range  we  could  do  so  much  damage,  with  the  necessary  short 
range  on  the  Cumberland  [we]  should  destroy  their  boats. 

A.  S.  Johnston. 

Brigadier-General  Floyd. 


[Telegram.] 

Bowling  Green,  February  12,  1862. 

My  information  from  Donelson  is  that  a  battle  will  be  fought  in 
the  morning.  Leave  a  small  force  at  Clarksville  and  take  the 
remainder,  if  possible,  to  Donelson  to-night.  Take  all  the  ammuni¬ 
tion  that  can  be  spared  from  Clarksville.  The  forces  at  Elkford 
[Elk  Fork?]  and  Whippoorwill  bridges  have  been  ordered  to  Clarks¬ 
ville. 

A.  S.  Johnston, 

General. 

General  Floyd, 

Cumberland  City. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Donelson,  February  12,  1862. 

We  shall  have  a  battle  in  the  morning,  I  think,  certainly,  and  an 
attack  by  gunboats.  The  enemy  are  all  around  my  position  and 
within  distance  to  close  in  with  me  in  ten  minutes  march.  One 
gunboat  came  to-day  and  fired  fifteen  or  twenty  shells  and  retired. 
We  gave  no  reply.  I  have  sent  up  to  Cumberland  City  for  Baldwin’s 
two  regiments.  Feel  sanguine  of  victory,  though  I  am  not  fully 
ready.  "  I  have  done  all  that  it  was  possible  to  do,  and  think  I  will 
drive  back  the  enemy. 

Gid.  J.  Pillow, 

Brigadier -General,  C.  S.  Army.  ■ 

General  Floyd, 

Clarksville. 

Operator  will  repeat  to  General  Johnston  and  Governor  Harris. 

Gid.  J.  Pillow. 


[Telegram.] 

Cumberland  City,  \February\  12,  [1862']. 
One  gunboat  made  its  appearance  in  sight  of  Fort  Donelson  this 
morning  about  10  o’clock  and  opened  a  fire  on  the  fort  without  in¬ 
jury,  which  fire  the  fort  returned,  when  the  boat  retired.  The  Fed- 
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erals  have  landed  in  force,  and  the  battle  with  light  artillery  com¬ 
menced  this  evening.  They  are  reported  to  have  10,000  or  12,000. 
We  have  the  same  number,  probably  more,  to  meet  them.  The 
steamer  giving  this  news  says  when  it  left  the  battle  was  raging, 
but  knows  nothing  further.  I  will  telegraph  you  as  fast  as  the  news 
comes.  Generals  Pillow  and  Buckner  are  there. 

R.  C.  WlNTERSMITH. 

Governor  Isham  G.  Harris, 

Nashville ,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Cumberland  City,  February  13 , 1862 — 1 :  30  p.  m. 

I  anticipated  your  order  which  overtook  me  here.  Shipping  the 
balance  of  the  troops  from  this  point  to  Fort  Donelson.  I  will 
reach  there  before  day,  leaving  a  small  guard  here. 

Jno.  B.  Floyd, 

B  rigadier-  General. 

General  Johnston. 


I  Telegram.] 

Fort  Donelson,  February  13 ,  1862—9:50  a.  m. 

The  enemy’s  gunboats  are  advancing.  They  are  in  force  around 
our  entire  works.  Our  field  defenses  are  good.  I  think  we  can 
sustain  ourselves  against  the  land  forces.  X  reached  here  this  morn¬ 
ing  at  daylight. 

Floyd, 
General . 

General  Johnston. 


[Telegram.] 


Fort  Donelson,  February  13,  1862. 

After  two  hours’  cannonade  the  enemy  has  hauled  off  their  gun¬ 
boats;  will  commence,  probably,  again.  The  attack  on  our  intrench- 
ments  has  been  feeble,  confined  almost  exclusively  to  fieldpieces  ud 
to  this  hour  (11:  30).  1 


General  Johnston. 


Jno.  B.  Floyd, 

B  rigadier -General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Donelson,  February  13, 1862— Night. 

I  learn  from  what  seems  to  be  reliable  authority,  gathered  from 
different  sources,  that  the  enemy  are  concentrating  up  on  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  a  force  of  50,000  men  or  even  more.  They  are  said  to 
be  bringing  reinforcements  from  the  Tennessee  here  to-night,  with 
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the  view  of  turning  our  position  and  intercepting  our  boats  at  Ran¬ 
dolph  h  orge,  6  miles  above  us,  which  is  practicable  with  artillery ; 
then  the  road  to  Nashville  would  lay  open  to  them. 


General  Johnston. 


Jno.  B.  Floyd, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  February  13,  1862. 

The  following  telegram  from  General  Floyd  contains  the  latest  in¬ 
formation  from  Fort  Donelson : 

February  13. 

^  The  day  is  closed,  and  we  have  maintained  ourselves  fully  by  land  and  water, 
the  cannonade  at  one  time  was  quite  sharp.  The  attack  on  our  trenches  was 
not  very  severe.  The  gunboats,  after  two  assaults,  retired  at  an  early  hour  in 
the  evening.  I  presume  battle  will  be  fought  to-morrow.  We  will  endeavor 
to  hold  our  position  if  we  are  capable  of  doing  so.  Our  casualties  are  not  great; 
the  enemy’s,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  much  greater. 

John  B.  Floyd, 

Brigadier-General. 


J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


A.  S.  Johnston, 

General ,  G.  S.  Army. 


[Telegram.] 


Fort  Donelson,  February  1862. 

The  enemy  have  reached  the  ground  near  the  fort  with  eight  or 
ten  gunboats,  I  am  uncertain  which,  and  fifteen  transports,  reported 
to  have  on  board  near  20,000  men.  They  are  now  landing.  This  makes 
their  force  nearly  40,000  strong.  I  will  fight  them  this  evening. 


General  Johnston. 


Jno.  B.  Floyd, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Donelson,  February  1862. 
The  enemy  are  assaulting  us  with  a  most  tremendous  cannonade 
from  gunboats  abreast  the  batteries,  becoming  general  around  the 
whole  line.  I  will  make  the  best  defense  in  my  power. 

Jno.  B.  Floyd. 

General  Johnston. 

Operator  at  Donelson  says  gunboats  passed  and  are  right  on  him. 

[G.  W.]  Trabue, 

Superintendent. 
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[Telegram.] 

Fort  Donelson,  February  1 4,  1862. 
The  fort  holds  out.  Three  gunboats  have  retired.  Only  one  firing 
now/ 

Jno.  B.  Floyd, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  Johnston. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Donelson,  February  14,  1862. 
The  fort  can  not  hold  out  twenty  minutes.  Our  river  batteries 
working  admirably.  Four  gunboats  advancing  abreast. 

Jno.  B.  Floyd, 

Brigadier -General,  C.  S.  Army. 

General  Johnston. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Donelson,  February  14,  1862. 
The  gunboats  have  been  driven  back.  Two,  it  is  said,  seriously 
injured.  I  think  the  fight  is  over  to-day. 

Jno.  B.  Floyd, 

Brigadier -General ,  C.  S.  Army. 

General  A.  S.  Johnston. 


[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  February  14 ,  1862. 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Fort  Donelson: 

We  have  just  had  the  fiercest  fight  on  record  between  our  guns  and  ten  gun¬ 
boats,  which  lasted  two  hours.  They  reached  within  less  than  200  yards  of  our 
batteries.  We  drove  them  back,  damaging  two  of  them  badly  and  crippled  a 
third  very  badly.  No  damage  done  to  our  battery  and  not  a  man  killed. 

Gid.  J.  Pillow, 

Commander. 

N.  WlCKLIFFE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  Polk. 


[Telegram.] 

Edgefield,  [Tenn.],  February  14 ,  1862. 
If  you  lose  the  fort,  bring  your  troops  to  Nashville  if  possible. 

A.  S.  Johnston, 

General. 

General  Floyd, 

Fort  Donelson. 
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[Telegram.] 


Headquarters, 

Huntsville ,  Ala.,  March  3,  1862. 

My  fight  with  the  gunboats  at  Donelson  proved  that  they  could 
not  withstand  heavy  metal.  To  fight  them  successfully  I  suggest,  as 
the  result  of  experience,  the  importance  of  holding  your  fire  for  point- 
blank  range ;  also  the  importance  of  having  all  your  shot  and  shell  for 
rifle  well  greased  with  tallow  to  avoid  the  danger  of  bursting  the  gun. 
I  did  it  under  long  and  continued  fire  with  perfect  safety.  The  Fed¬ 
eral  officers  admitted  at  Donelson  that  their  gunboats  could  not  stand 
the  fire  of  heavy  metal.  I  disabled  four  of  the  five  whose  fire  I 
returned. 

Gid.  J.  Pillow, 

Brigadier-General ,  C.  S.  Army. 

Major-General  Polk, 

Columbus ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  17, 1862. 
Fort  Donelson  was  surrendered  at  4: 10  p.  m.  yesterday,  after  most 
gallant  defense.  Floyd  saved  about  1,000  men.  He  and  Pillow  are 
here.  Buckner  surrendered  after  they  left.  This  army  is  across  the 
Cumberland. 

A.  S.  Johnston, 

General. 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  February  16,  1862. 

I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  600  men  will  leave  here  to-morrow 
direct  to  Cairo,  to  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  on  their  arrival. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  February  16,  1862. 

How  many  mortar  boats  have  left  Cairo  for  Cumberland,  and  when 
will  they  reach  there?  Please  give  me  the  particulars. 

G.  B.  McClellan, 
Commander  in  Chief,  U.  S.  Army. 


Commodore  Foote. 
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[Telegram.] 


February  IT,  [1862] — 1  p.  m. 

Fort  Donelson  has  fallen  with  15,000  prisoners,  Buckner  and 
[B.  R.]  Johnson.  Floyd  escaped  with  5,000. 

Please  get  off  to  Annapolis  the  two  howitzers  for  the  Sportsman 
and  as  many  IX-inch  shrapnel  as  you  can  before  to-morrow  night. 

II.  A.  Wise, 


Captain  Dahlgren, 

Navy  Y ard ,  [  IF ashington ] . 


Assistant  Inspector. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  February  17,  1862. 

(Received  18th.) 


Two  mortars  mounted  to-day.  No  men  have  arrived. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Senior  O  fficer. 


Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  18,  1862. 

(Received  19th.) 

One  mortar  mounted  to-day  and  seven  platforms  for  beds  nearly 
completed. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  O  fficer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

[February  IT,  1862.] 

Flag-Officer  Foote  would  like  to  have  the  Lexington  sent  up  as 
soon  as  possible  for  service  on  the  Cumberland,  with  orders  to  report 
to  him. 

S.  L.  Phelps. 

Captain  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
in  relation  to  the  appointment  by  the  Treasury  Department  of  a 
special  agent  for  the  State  of  Tennessee. 


Navy  Department,  February  18,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  this  Department  that 
he  has,  with  the  approval  of  the  President,  appointed  Allen  A.  Hall, 
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esq.,  of  Tennessee,  special  agent  to  proceed  to  that  State  with  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  to  receive  and  take  charge  of  all  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  other  products  or  property  which  it  may  become  proper 
to  seize  as  forfeited  or  abandoned  to  the  United  States,  etc. 

You  will,  therefore,  so  far  as  your  command  pertains,  afford  Mr. 
Hall  protection,  ancl  also  sucli  facilities  for  executing  his  mission 
as  may  not  be  incompatible  with  your  military  duties,  and  as  in 
your  judgment,  may  be  proper. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


_  „  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  TJ .  S.  Gunboat  Flotilla ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps ,  U .  S .  Navy ,  recommending  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  captured  Confederate  steamer  Eastport. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 

Fort  Donelson ,  February  18 , 1862. 

Sir:  The  rebel  gunboat  Eastport ,  recently  captured  by  the  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  flotilla  on  the  Tennessee  under  my  command,  can  be  com¬ 
pleted  at  little  cost  and  in  very  little  time.  The  material  brought 
down  with  her  is  more  than  enough  to  complete  her.  Her  machinery 
is  complete  and  is  of  first  quality,  while  the  boilers  have  been  dropped 
into  the  hold.  The  hull  is  sheathed  with  oak  planking  and  the 
bulkheads,  both  fore  and  aft  and  thwartships,  are  also  of  oak,  and 
all  of  the  best  workmanship.  The  side  timbers  of  the  casemate  are 
complete. 

The  Eastport  is  beautifully  modeled,  the  hull  is  in  excellent  con¬ 
dition,  and  she  can  be  made  capable  of  enduring  the  fire  of  the 
batteries,  while  her  speed  and  manageable  qualities  will  render  her 
specially  useful  in  this  river  service.  Such  a  gunboat  is  very  much 
needed,  as  the  iron-plated  boats  are  very  slow  and  the  old  side-wheel 
boats  are  mere  shells,  liable  to  be  disabled  by  a  single  shot  from  a 
fieldpiece  while  off  on  dispatch  or  reconnoitering  service.  I,  there¬ 
fore,  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Eastport  be  at  once  completed 
and  fitted  out. 

I  am,  respectfully,  'your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  PI.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

I  fully  concur  in  opinion  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  as 
we  want  a  fast  steamer  capable  of  resisting  shot,  which  we  have  not, 
for  the  purpose  of  towing  the  slow  ironclad  steamers  either  in  or  out 
of  action,  and  for  making  a  reconnoissance  near  forts,  etc. 
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I  therefore  earnestly  recommend  that  authority  be  given  me  to  have 
the  Eastport  iron-plated  and  converted  into  a  gunboat,  which  I  pre¬ 
sume  will  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $20,000. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — This  paper  may  require  the  action  of  General  Meigs,  Quar¬ 
termaster-General,  and  if  so,  I  respectfully  ask  that  it  be  referred. 

A.  H.  F. 


[Telegram.] 

******* 

February  18,  1862. 

Don’t  let  gunboats  go  higher  than  Clarksville.  Even  then  they 
must  limit  their  operations  to  the  destruction  of  the  bridge,  and  return 
immediately  to  Cairo,  leaving  one  at  Fort  Donelson.  Mortar  boats  to 
be  sent  back  to  Cairo  as  soon  as  possible. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-  General. 

General  Grant. 

Official : 

S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Brigadier-General ,  U .  S.  V. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  19 ,  1862. 

(Received  20th.) 

The  storm  has  prevented  our  mounting  any  mortars  to-day. 

A.  M.  Pennock,  • 

Commanding  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


Occupation  of  Clarksville ,  Tenn .,  by  naval  force  under  Flag-Officer 
Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  February  19-20 ,  1862. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Bryant,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Cairo. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Conestoga, 
Clarksville ,  Tenn.,  February  19, 1862. 
Sir:  You  will  remain  off  this  city  with  the  gunboat  Cairo ,  under 
your  command,  and  be  governed  strictly  by  a  copy  of  the  enclosed 
proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  Clarksville. 
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You  will  have  no  communication  with  the  citizens  of  the  place 
where  it  can  be  avoided,  as  such  communication  might  result  in  em¬ 
barrassing  difficulties.  \  ou  will  keep  your  vessel,  at  all  times  ready 
for  service,  and  here  remain  till  my  return  with  a  larger  force  to  pro¬ 
ceed  up  the  river. 

Trusting  to  your  caution  and  valor,  I  leave  necessarily  many  things 
to  your  discretion,  trusting  that  you  will  creditably  discharge  the 
duties  assigned  you. 

Y  ou  will  also  secure  the  public  property  referred  to  in  the 
proclamation. 

Iam,  respectfully,  yours, 


A.  H.  Foote, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  C.  Byrant, 

Commanding ,  Cairo. 


Flag-Officer. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  R.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  proclamation  to  the 

inhabitants  of  Clarksville. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Conestoga, 

[ February  19  or  SO,  1862 .] 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  left  Cairo 
with  the  Conestoga ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  on  the  18th 
instant,  having  previously  dispatched  the  gunboat  Cairo,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Bryant,  and  six  mortar  boats,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Bishop,  and  Lieutenant  Lyford  as  ordnance  officer,  for  Fort  Donel- 
son.  Yesterday,  on  the  19th  instant,  I  came  up  the  river  on  an  armed 
reconnoissance  with  the  Conestoga  and  Cairo ,  having  Colonel  Web¬ 
ster,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  chief  of  General  Grant’s  staff,  on 
board.  On  nearing  Fort  Defiance,  near  Clarksville,  we  found  a  white 
flag  displayed,  and  on  landing  found  the  fort  deserted.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Phelps  and  Colonel  Webster  took  possession  of  the  fort, 
the  former  hoisting  the  American  flag.  There  were  three  guns 
mounted  in  this  fort,  three  in  the  fort  near  the  city,  and  two  in  a  fort 
a  short  distance  up  the  Red  River. 

On  reaching  Clarksville  I  sent  for  the  authorities  of  the  city,  and 
soon  after  the  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  the  mayor,  and  Judge  Wisdom 
came  aboard,  stating  that  the  rebel  soldiers  had  left  the  city,  and 
with  the  portion  of  the  defeated  army  which  had  escaped  from  Fort 
Donelson,  had  fled  to  Nashville,  after  having  wantonly  burned  the 
splendid  railroad  bridge  near  the  city,  against  the  remonstrance  of 
the  citizens.  I  further  ascertained  that  two-thirds  of  the  citizens  had 
fled  from  the  place,  panic  stricken.  In  short,  the  city  was  in  a  state 
of  the  wildest  commotion  from  rumors  that  we  would  not  respect  the 
citizens  either  in  their  persons  or  in  their  property.  I  assured  those 
gentlemen  that  we  came  not  to  destroy  anything  but  forts,  military 
stores,  and  army  equipments. 

With  this  assurance  they  earnestly  importuned  me  to  issue  a  procla¬ 
mation,  embodying  my  views  and  intentions,  to  the  citizens,  that  the 
confidence  and  quiet  of  the  community  might  be  restored.  I  was  con¬ 
strained,  contrary  to  my  predetermination  of  never  writing  such  a 
document,  to  issue  the  proclamation,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 
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I  leave  this  morning  with  the  Conestoga  to  bring  up  one  or  two 
ironclad  gunboats,  Avith  this  vessel  and  six  mortar  boats,  and  then 
proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  up  the  Cumberland  Iiiver  to 
Nashville  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  army,  make  an  attack  on 
Nashville. 

The  rebels  have  great  terror  of  the  gunboats,  as  will  be  seen  in  their 
papers.  One  of  them,  a  short  distance  above  Fort  Donelson,  had  pre¬ 
viously  fired  an  iron  rolling  mill  belonging  to  the  Hon.  John  Bell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


[Enclosure.] 


PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  Clarksville ,  Tenn.: 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  Judge  Wisdom,  and 
the  mayor  of  the  city,  who  called  upon  me  yesterday  after  our  hoist¬ 
ing  the  Union  flag  and  taking  possession  of  the  forts,  to  ascertain  my 
views  and  intentions  toward  the  citizens  and  private  property,  I 
hereby  announce  to  all  peaceably  disposed  persons  that  neither  in 
their  persons  nor  in  their  property  shall  they  suffer  molestation  by 
me  or  the  naval  force  under  my  command,  and  that  they  may  in 
safety  resume  their  business  avocations  with  the  assurance  of  my 
protection. 

At  the  same  time  I  require  that  all  military  stores  and  army  equip¬ 
ments  shall  be  surrendered — no  part  of  them  being  withheld  or  de¬ 
stroyed — and,  further,  that  no  secession  flag,  or  manifestation  of 
secession  feeling,  shall  be  exhibited,  and  for  the  faithful  observance 
of  these  conditions  I  shall  hold  the  authorities  of  the  city  responsible. 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Conestoga, 

Clarksville ,  Tenn.,  February  20,  1862. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Conestoga, 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  February  20, 1862. 

We  have  possession  of  Clarksville.  The  citizens  being  alarmed, 
two-tliirds  of  them  have  fled,  and  having  expressed  my  views  and  in¬ 
tentions  to  the  mayor  and  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  at  their  request  I 
have  issued  a  proclamation,  assuring  all  peaceably  disposed  persons 
that  they  may  with  safety  resume  their  business  avocations,  requir¬ 
ing  only  the  military  stores  and  equipments  to  be  given  up,  and 
holding  the  authorities  responsible  that  this  shall  be  done  without 
reservation. 

T  left  Fort  Donelson  yesterday  with  the  Conestoga,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Phelps,  and  Cairo,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant,  on 
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an  armed  reconnoissance,  bringing  with  me  Colonel  Webster,  of  the 
Engineer  Corps,  and  chief  of  General  Grant’s  staff,  who,  with 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  took  possession  of  the  principal 
fort  and  hoisted  the  Union  flag.  A  Union  sentiment  manifested 
itself  as  we  came  up  the  river.  The  rebels  have  retreated  to  Nash¬ 
ville,  having  set  fire,  against  the  remonstrance  of  the  citizens,  to  the 
splendid  railroad  bridge  across  the  Cumberland  River. 

I  returned  to  Fort  Donelson  to-day  for  another  gunboat  and  six 
or  eight  mortar  boats,  with  which  I  propose  to  proceed  up  the  Cum¬ 
berland.  The  rebels  all  have  a  terror  of  the  gunboats.  One  of  them, 
a  short  distance  above  Fort  Donelson,  had  previously  fired  an  iron¬ 
rolling  mill  belonging  to  Hon.  John  Bell,  which  had  been  used  by 
the  rebels. 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Headquarters, 

Cairo ,  III.,  February  22, 1862. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

George  W.  Cullum, 

Brigadier-General ,  Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineer. 


[Telegram.] 

[February  20,  1862.] 

From  information  gleaned  in  Clarksville,  we  believe  the  panic  in 
Nashville  is  very  great  and  that  the  city  will  be  surrendered  without 
a  fight  if  a  force  proceeds  at  once  against  it.  General  Johnston  is 
reported  to  be  gathering  his  scattered  forces  at  Columbia. 

S.  L.  Phelps. 

General  Cullum. 


[Telegram.] 

Clarksville,  February  19,  1862. 

Gunboats  coming;  they  are  just  below  point;  can  see  steamer  here. 
Will  try  and  see  how  many  troops  they  have  before  I  leave.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Brady  set  bridge  on  fire,  but  it  is  burning  very  slowly  and  will 
probably  go  out  before  it  falls. 

W.  H.  Allen. 

General  J.  B.  Floyd. 

Any  orders  for  me?  Answer  me  promptly,  if  you  please,  for  next 
ten  minutes,  as  I  will  have  to  go  in  a  hurry  when  I  go. 
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[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  February  19, 1862. 

The  enemy  landed  at  Clarksville  from  three  gunboats  at  half  past 
4  o’clock  to-day. 

John  B.  Floyd, 
Brigadier -General. 

General  Johnston. 


[Telegram.] 

Murfreesboro,  February  20,  1862. 

The  gunboats  landed  at  Clarksville  yesterday  at  3  o’clock.  The 
bridges  here  were  destroyed  this  morning.  I  am  still  attempting  to 
get  trains  off,  but  the  difficulties  are  immense.  The  troops  will  all 
leave  here  to-day. 

John  B.  Floyd, 

B rigadier-  General ,  C ommanding . 

General  Johnston. 


[Telegram.] 

Corinth,  Miss.,  February  20,  1862 — 5: 30  p.  m. 

One  gunboat  passed  Hamburg,  Tennessee  River,  this  morning  at 
10  o’clock,  for  Florence,  it  is  reliably  reported.  The  people  on  board 
state  that  another  boat,  with  transports,  will  pass  to-morrow. 

Take  immediate  measures  to  protect  Florence,  if  you  have  the 
means  to  do  so.  If  not,  inform  me  at  once. 

Have  you  a  field  battery  ready  for  service?  Have  you  any  heavy 
guns?  What  quantity  of  powder  have  you ?  Answer. 

Daniel  Ruggles, 

Brigadier-General’,  C .  B.  Army,  C ommanding . 

Brigadier-General  Chalmers, 

CommMnding  at  Iuka,  Miss. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  February  19, 1862 — 9  p.  m. 
Please  state  if  any  actual  firing  has  been  done  for  practice  on  the 
mortar  rafts,  and  with  what  results. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  20,  1862. 

(Iv6C61V6(l  21st  ) 

Your  yesterday’s  dispatch  received  this  p.  m. 

Six  rounds  were  fired  on  the  19tli  instant,  the  shell  filled  with  wet 
sand,  weight  about  230  pounds. 
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The  first  round,  11  pounds  powder,  range  U  miles. 

The  second  round,  20  pounds  powder,  29|  seconds,  range  3  miles. 

The  third  round,  23  pounds  powder,  31£  seconds,  range  3^  miles. 

The  fourth  round,  23  pounds  powder,  301  seconds,  range  3  miles. 

The  fifth  round,  15  pounds  powder,  28f  seconds,  range  3  miles. 

The  distances  are  approximate,  and  the  recoil  with  the  heaviest 
charge  2  feet.  I  will  send  official  report  of  officers  making  experi¬ 
ments. 

In  consequence  of  the  rapid  fall  of  the  river  no  mortars  were 
mounted  to-day. 

Have  been  clearing  boats  from  the  bank ;  three  have  lodged  on  the 
bank,  and  I  will  make  every  effort  to  get  them  off. 

Platforms  for  beds  progressing  rapidly. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  20 , 1862. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  gunboats  and  mortar  boats  should 
all  be  ready  for  service  Monday  morning.  Call  on  Chicago  for  the 
mechanics  and  material  required.  Use  the  telegraph.  Communicate 
wTith  William  B.  Ogden,  of  Chicago. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan. 

Brigadier-General  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  [ February  20, 1862.] 

General  McClellan  gives  most  emphatic  order  to  have  gun  and  mor¬ 
tar  boats  here  ready  by  Monday  morning.  Must  move  on  Columbus 
with  at  least  four  serviceable  gunboats  and  six  mortar  boats.  Only 
two  gunboats  at  all  serviceable  here,  and  but  one  mortar  boat,  three 
being  ashore.  Have  sent  for  Pennock  to  come  here. 

Cullum. 

Captain  Phelps. 


[Telegram.] 

[February  20,  1862.] 

I  will  see  Flag-Officer  Foote  and  bring  his  reply  in  less  than  an 
hour.  My  belief  is  the  gunboats  can  not  be  ready  in  less  than  five  or 
six  days.  . 

Phelps, 

Captain. 


General  Cullum. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  20 ,  1862. 

Navy  officers  report  it  impossible  to  get  gun  and  mortar  boats  ready 
for  ten  days.  Six  mortar  boats  up  Cumberland,  and  of  the  only  four 
ready  here,  three  are  aground,  and  possibly  can  not  be  got  off.  The 
river  is  falling  fast.  Gunboats  much  damaged  in  battle.  Four  up 
Cumberland,  and  must  have  four  to  watch  movements  from  Colum¬ 
bus.  Had  sp3r  there  Tuesday  night,  and  have  scouts  near  to-night. 

G.  W.  Cttlltjm, 

Brigadier-General. 

Major-General  George  13.  McClellan. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  February  20,  1862. 

Get  gun  and  mortar  boats  ready  as  soon  as  possible.  Tell  Com¬ 
modore  Foote  or  ranking  naval  officer  to  telegraph  to  Cincinnati  for 
all  mechanics  they  want.  They  must  work  day  and  night.  Send 
all  spare  mortar  boats  to  make  a  demonstration  on  Columbus  to¬ 
morrow.  Let  the  mortar  boats  anchor,  under  the  protection  of  the 
gunboats,  near  enough  to  throw  shells  into  the  place,  but  run  no 
risks.  It  is  reported  that  they  are  sending  their  guns  to  Memphis. 
This  can  be  ascertained  by  a  judicious  demonstration. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

M  ajor-General. 

Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Cairo,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  21,  1862 — 12:30  a.  m. 

Gun  and  mortar  boats  must  be  ready  in  less  than  ten  days.  Call 
on  Chicago  for  assistance;  we  can  not  stand  on  forms.  From  two 
to  four  gunboats  and  a  few  mortar  boats  would  secure  evacuation  of 
Columbus.  You  need  have  no  fear  for  Cairo  if  you  have  a  respect¬ 
able  garrison  there.  The  enemy  will  not  attack  you. 

Ten  clays  to  prepare  boats  is  inadmissible;  they  must  be  ready  by 
Monday,  if  you  have  to  take  the  affair  in  charge  yourself. 

George  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General,  Commanding  U.  S.  Army. 

General  G.  W.  Cullum, 

C  airo. 


[Telegram.] 

Paducah,  February  21,  1862. 

General  Grant  and  myself  consider  this  a  good  time  to  move  on 
Nashville.  Six  mortar  boats  and  two  ironclad  steamers  can  pre¬ 
cede  the  troops  and  shell  the  forts.  We  were  about  moving  for  this 
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purpose  when  General  Grant,  to  my  astonishment,  received  a  tele¬ 
gram  from  General  Halleck  not  to  let  the  gunboats  go  higher  than 
Clarksville;  no  telegram  sent  to  me. 

The  Cumberland  is  in  a  good  stage  of  water  and  General  Grant 
and  I  believe  that  we  can  take  Nashville. 

Please  ask  General  Halleck  if  we  shall  do  it.  We  will  talk  per 
telegraph. 

Captain  Phelps  representing  me  in  the  office,  as  I  am  still  on 
crutches. 


General  Cullum, 
Cairo. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


•  [Telegram.] 

February  21,  1862. 

Six  mortar  boats  and  two  gunboats  will  be  at  Clarksville  to-day. 
General  Grant  will  occupy  Clarksville  in  force  to-day.  Flag-Officer 
Foote  is  here  ready  to  move  on  Nashville  if  General  Halleck  will 
order  it. 

Phelps, 

Captain. 

General  Cullum, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

[February  21,  1862.] 

Flag-Officer  Foote  is  still  here,  uncertain  what  to  do.  Have  you 
any  information  for  him?  He  awaits  your  answer.  He  also  desires 
to  know  if  you  received  a  letter  from  him  of  last  evening,  enclosing 
dispatches. 

S.  L.  Phelps. 

General  Cullum. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  [ February ] 

Remain  till  I  communicate  this  to  Halleck. 

[Captain]  Phelps. 


21,  [ 1862 .] 
Cullum. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  [ February  21,  1862.\ 

Have  sent  for  Pennock  to  see  whether  we  can  not  crowd  everything 
here  to  get  gun  and  mortar  boats  ready  here  without  bringing  back 
those  from  Cumberland.  Have  asked  Halleck  to  go  to  telegraph 
office  to  talk  with  me. 


Captain  Phelps. 


Cullum. 
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[Telegram.  ] 


Cairo,  February  22,  1862. 

Halleck  is  still  waiting  message  from  Kentucky  and  Washington. 
Tell  Foote  and  General  Grant  to  make  no  further  moves  till  further 
orders. 


Captain  Phelps. 


G.  W.  Cullum, 

Brig  ad  ier-  Genera  l. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  [ February  22 ,  1862']. 

Won’t  wait  longer.  Will  send  Halleck’s  instructions  to  you  at 
Paducah  as  soon  as  received. 

Cullum. 

Captain  Phelps. 


Conestoga,  Paducah ,  [_Ky.],  February  22 ,  1862. 

General:  I  have  been  telegraphing  with  General  Cullum,  who 
says  that  General  Halleck  is  waiting  instructions  from  the  War  De¬ 
partment  and  Kentucky,  and  directs  that  everything  remains  in 
statu  quo ,  or  as  they  now  are.  Therefore,  please  'hold  on  to  the  gun 
and  mortar  boats  till  you  hear  further  from  me.  If  they  are  at 
Clarksville,  [Tenn.],  now,  all  the  better,  as,  in  that  case,  if  we  move 
up  to  Nashville,  they  are  that  far  on  their  way,  whereas  if  we  are 
ordered  not  to  proceed  to  Nashville,  they  can,"  in  tow  of  steamers, 
easily  be  sent  down  to  Cairo,  retaining  for  your  use  only  the  gun¬ 
boat  Cairo. 

With  hearty  congratulations  for  your  well-earned  major-general- 
ship. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

_  .  Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Commanding. 


P.  S. — Please  have  a  barge  of  coal  at  Clarksville. 


Report  of  Flag  Officer  F oote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  proposed  armed 
reconnoissance  to  Columbus ,  Ky. 

Semiofficial.]  Flag-Steamer  Conestoga, 

February  22, 1862. 

Sir  :  After  having  telegraphed  for  several  hours  with  General 
Cullum,  the  chief  of  General  Halleck’s  staff  here,  and  findino-  that 
nothing  definite  could  be  ascertained,  I  ran  down  here,  and  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  at  6  a.  m.,  I  go  down  with  General  Cullum  (chief 
of  General  Halleck’s  staff)  and  four  gunboats  and  two  mortar  boats 
on  an  armed  reconnoissance  to  Columbus,  to  see  the  condition  of 
things  at  that- point. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


625 


I  am  exceedingly  hurried  to  get  ready,  and  please  excuse  this 
letter. 

I  send  copy  [of]  my  first  telegram. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  A7avy. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  you  yesterday. 

A.  FI.  F. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  22,  1862. 
(Eeceived  10:20  a.  m.,  23d.) 

Flag-Officer  Foote  has  just  returned  and  is  preparing  to  leave 
in  the  down  steamer  in  the  morning. 

Two  mortars  mounted  to-day.  Platforms  progressing. 
Flag-Officer  Foote  sent  his  official  dispatches  by  mail,  including 
his  proclamation  at  Clarksville,  day  before  yesterday. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

For  Flag-Officer  Foote. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis,  February  23,  1862. 

All  available  gunboats  to  be  sent  to  Clarksville,  prepared  for  a 
movement  up  the  Cumberland.  I  think  the  mortar  boats  will  be  of 
little  use  on  this  expedition.  If  Commodore  Foote  agrees  with  me,  let 
them  be  sent  down  for  defense  of  Cairo.  I  am  waiting  for  telegraphic 
line  to  be  opened  to  Fort  Henry,  to  communicate  with  General  Grant. 
In  the  meantime  tell  him  that  I  wish  to  have  about  20,000  men  con¬ 
centrated  at  Clarksville,  including  Smith’s  and  Nelson’s  divisions. 
Proper  garrisons  should  be  detailed  for  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson. 
All  other  forces  should  be  encamped  opposite  Danville  bridge,  to 
await  further  orders.  Cavalry  and  field  artillery  to  be  ready  to  move 
between  the  two  rivers.  One  gunboat  to  be  stationed  near  Danville 
bridge,  xlll  others  not  required  for  defense  of  Cairo  to  be  at  Clarks¬ 
ville,  ready  for  service.  Abundant  ammunition  to  be  taken  along. 
See  to  this.  There  is  a  great  and  decisive  contest  awaiting  us.  Be 
ready  for  it.  Answer  and  give  all  you  know  of  present  state  of 
affairs.  Encouraging  news  continually  coming  in  from  the  South¬ 
west. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major- General. 

Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Paducah. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Cairo. 


n  w  r — VOL  22 


40 


626 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  F'oote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Mrs.  Foote ,  regarding 

operations. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Cincinnati, 
Mississippi  River ,  near  Columbus ,  A’?/.,  February  23,  1862. 

My  Dear  Wife:  Well,  we  have  been  to  Columbus  and  got  the  mor¬ 
tars  in  position  to  open  upon  Belmont,  when  a  flag  of  truce  came  out 
with  several  ladies,  as  you  will  see  by  General  Bishop  Polk’s  letter, 
and  we  hoped  it  was  to  surrender,  but  instead  it  was  a  mean  artifice 
to  discover  our  strength.  We  shall  write  a  withering  letter  to  the 
right-reverend  general  to-morrow,  charging  him  with  violating  all 
military  rules  of  propriety  by  his  unwarrantable  act. 

We  were  glad  it  was  done,  however,  as  we  ran  within  sight  of  his 
heavy  batteries  and  attained  the  object  of  our  reconnoissance,  still 
Ave  will  give  the  bishop  a  hit. 

We  ran  down  Avith  five  gun,  tAvo  mortar,  and  four  transport  steam¬ 
ers,  and  it  Avas  a  pretty  sight.  I  Avill  send  a  copy  of  our  reply.  Gen¬ 
eral  Cullum’s  autograph  and  mine  being  in  these  papers,  your  mother 
will  be  pleased  with  them.  I  send  Foster’s  and  Jessie  Fremont’s 
autographic  notes — sent  all  of  them  for  your  mother. 

Although  this  has  been  a  good  day’s  work,  still  I  am  disgusted  that 
we  AA^ere  kept  from  going  up  and  taking  Nashville.  It  was  jealousy 
on  the  pert  of  McClellan  and  Halleck.  I  now  am  determined  to  wait 
till  I  get  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  ready,  and  will  not  obey  any 
orders  except  the  Secretary’s  and  President’s. 

I  shall  report  McClellan  and  Halleck  to  the  Department,  and  soon 
there  aauII  be  a  row.  I  can  well  afford  to  be  independent  noAV.  I 
read  prayers  and  heard  a  heavy  gun  fired  at  us,  and  then  we  went  to 
work  and  got  ready  to  fight,  I  shall  probably  be  in  Cairo  for  ten 
days,  unless  we  go  to  Nashville,  for  which  I  am  ready. 

I  have  a  headache  this  evening  and  about  used  up  Avith  fighting 
and  working  for  the  last  ten  days,  so  excuse  this  scraAA’l. 

I  am  still  on  crutches  and  may  be  for  a  week,  but  my  foot  is  rapidly 
improving.  I  ha\Te  no  objection  to  the  wound  either  in  the  foot  or  in 
the  arm,  as  they  are  honorable  wounds ;  but  I  tell  you  the  last  Avas  a 
bad  fight.  I  stood  one  side  of  a  gun  when  five  out  of  six  were  knocked 
down,  and  I  only  escaped  serious  wounds.  I  was  touching  the  pilot 
with  my  clothes  when  he  was  killed,  but  I  Avon’t  run  into  the  fire 
so  again,  as  a  burnt  child  dreads  it. 

'fc  'f'  ^  l{l  jjc  »j; 

A.  H.  Foote. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  dispatching  to  Cairo 
of  mortar  boats  and  a  gunboat. 

Paducah,  February  21,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  immediately  order  down  to  Cairo,  with  the  utmost 
haste,  and  in  tow  of  steamers,  all  the  mortar  boats,  and  one  of  the 
gunboats,  either  Captain  Dove  or  Captain  Bryant.  Thev  must  leave 
immediately,  as  they  are  wanted  in  Cairo  by  or  before  Sunday.  I 
prefer  the  Cairo  to  come  down  if  she  can  leave  as  soon  as  the  Louis- 
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ville  can  leave.  The  gunboat  and  mortar  boats  must  leave  immedi- 
ately,  as  they  are  wanted  this  moment  in  Cairo,  to  be  instantly  pre- 
pared  for  service.  Hasten,  hasten,  “  bear  a  hand,”  and  follow  me. 
Respectfully, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

To  any  navy  officer,  commanding,  or  Generals  Grant,  Smith,  Mc- 
Clernand,  or  any  commanding  army  officer. 


Correspondence  between  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  and  Major- 
General  Polk ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  privileges  requested  by  f^ag 
of  truce  for  the.  families  of  captured  Confederate  officers. 

-  Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Cincinnati, 
Mississippi  River ,  near  Columbus ,  Ky.,  February  23,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  company  with  General 
Cullum,  chief  of  General  Halleck’s  staff,  with  four  ironclad  boats,  two 
mortar  boats,  and  three  transports  containing  1,000  men,  I  made  this 
day  a  reconnoissance  in  force  toward  Columbus,  to  ascertain  its  con¬ 
dition,  and  when  near  the  batteries,  a  flag  of  truce  came  out  to  com¬ 
municate  with  us,  the  result  of  which  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosed 
papers.  The  object  of  the  reconnoissance  being  attained,  and  finding 
that  fire  from  mortars  would  lead  the  enemy  to  plant  guns  where  they 
could  reach  them  with  their  batteries,  should  we  again  open  upon 
them  with  a  larger  number  of  mortars,  I  concluded  to  return  to  Cairo, 
and  there  we  must  remain  until  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  are  com¬ 
pleted,  as  otherwise  the  flotilla  will  be  demoralized  for  want  of  time 
and  means  to  properly  prepare  for  active  service.  The  army  will  not 
move  without  gunboats,  yet  the  gunboats  are  not  in  condition  to  act 
offensively  at  present.  On  this  subject  I  will  soon  write  more  fully. 

A  telegram  will  be  sent  the  Department  on  my  arrival  at  Cairo, 
referring  to  the  events  of  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Columbus  evinces  no  signs  of  an  evacuation  or  dismounting 
guns.  The  batteries  seem  to  be  intact,  and  we  saw  great  numbers 
of  tents  and  troops.  A.  H.  F. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  23, 1862. 

Flag-Officer  Foote  and  myself,  commanding  naval  and  military 
forces,  consisting  of  five  gun  and  two  mortar  boats  and  about  1.000 
infantry  on  steamers,  made  an  armed  reconnoissance  to-day  of  Colum¬ 
bus  water  batteries  at  noon,  and  the  mortar  boats  were  being  placed 
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in  position  to  open  fire,  and  after  the  enemy  had  discharged  three 
heavy  guns,  we  discovered  a  rebel  gunboat  coming  to  meet  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  in  advance,  but  immediately  retired  on  discovering  our 
strength.  A  moment  after  an  unarmed  steamer  followed,  bearing  a 
flag  of  truce,  with  the  following  letter  from  Major-General  Polk: 

Headquarters  Division,  Western  Department. 

Columbus,  Ky.,  February  22,  1862. 

# 

Presuming  you  would  be  willing  to  reciprocate  the  courtesy  to  the  families  of 
officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  after  the  battle  of  Belmont,  in  allowing  them  to  visit 
the  officers  who  were  prisoners  within  my  lines,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  up 
under  a  flag  of  truce  the  families  of  several  of  our  officers  who  were  captured  at 
Donelson.  These  are  the  families  of  General  Buckner,  Colonels  Hanson,  and 
Madeira.  They  are  accompanied  by  Colonel  Russell,  Messrs.  Vance  and  Stock- 
dale  as  escorts ;  also  by  Mr.  Mass. 

Hoping  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  send  these  ladies  forward  to  their  hus¬ 
bands, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk, 

M ajor-Genera  l,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Forces,  Cairo,  III. 

To  which  we  returned  the  following  reply : 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Cincinnati, 
Mississippi  River,  near  Columbus,  Ky.,  February  23,  1862. 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant  received  by  the  hands  of  Captain 
Blake,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  nearly  within  range  of  your  guns  and  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  our  armed  forces  at  12 :  30  p.  m.  to-day,  will  be  answered  to-morrow  by 
a  flag  of  truce  at  the  same  point  of  the  river  at  which  this  was  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Geo.  W.  Cullum, 

Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineers, 

Department  of  Missouri. 

Major-General  L.  Polk, 

Commanding  at  Columbus,  Ky. 

The  shallow  artifice  of  the  flag  of  truce  to  discover  our  strength 
recoiled  upon  the  enemy,  as  it  gave  us  the  favorable  opportunity  of 
getting  within  one  and  [a]  half  to  two  miles  and  discovering  the 
position  [of]  his  batteries,  which  are  in  three  tiers,  the  lower  20 
to  30,  the  middle  from  40  to  60,  and  the  upper  about  130  feet  above 
the  river.  Tents  and  troops  covering  the  bluff  proved  the  garrison 
to  be  large  and  the  fortifications  not  evacuated.  Possibly  guns  may 
have  been  removed,  but  neither  guns  nor  derricks  for  dismounting 
them  were  visible,  and  certainly  not  less  than  40  remain  on  [an] 
intervening  headland,  preventing  discovering  transports.  Having 
successfully  accomplished  the  object  of  our  mission,  we  returned  to 
Cairo  without  opening  the  fire  of  our  mortars,  and  were  not  fired 
upon  from  either  bank  of  the  river. 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Geo.  W.  Cullttm, 

Brig.  Gen .,  Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineers ,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


629 


Letter  from  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  First  Division  Western  Department, 

Columbus ,  Ky.,  February  23,  1862. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  date,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  mine  of  yesterday,  asking  permission  for  the  wives  of  certain 
Confederate  States  officers  to  visit  their  husbands  who  had  been 
made  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Donelson. 

This  application. was  based  upon  the  fact  that  I  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  granted  a  similar  request  made  of  me  in  behalf  of  the 
wives  of  Colonels  Dougherty  and  McClurkin,  captured  at  Belmont, 
and  the  assurance  of  the  commanding  general  at  Cairo  that  he  would 
reciprocate  the  courtesy  if  events  should  make  it  desirable,  I  note 
that  you  say  that  my  letter  was  received  under  a  flag  of  truce 
‘‘nearly  within  range  of  your  (my)  guns  and  in  the  presence  of 
our  (your)  armed  forces. 

As  to  the  flag  appearing  in  the  presence  of  your  armed  forces  and 
nearly  within  range  of  my  guns,  it  was  purely  accidental.  The 
ladies  whose  safe-conduct  the  flag  was  intended  to  secure  arrived  at 
this  post  from  Nashville  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  instant.  Prep¬ 
arations  were  made  to  send  them  up  under  a  flag  on  the  22d,  and 
my  letter  was  written  and  intrusted  to  Captain  Blake.  The  depart¬ 
ure  of  the  flag  was  prevented  by  the  heavy  fall  of  rain.  They  left 
this  morning,  the  boat  taking  its  departure  from  a  point  consider¬ 
ably  below  my  batteries,  from  whence  your  position  in  the  river  (5 
miles  above)  was  not  visible.  It  appears  that  several  guns  were 
fired  from  the  fort  prior  to  the  departure  of  the  boat,  but  as  my 
artillery  officers  are  constantly  practicing,  the  firing  attracted  no 
particular  attention,  and  the  presence  of  your  armed  forces  in  the 
river,  it  seems,  was  not  known  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  flag 
until  after  his  boat  had  passed  around  the  point. 

This  statement  of  facts,  I  am  informed,  has  already  been  made  to 
you  by  Captain  Blake,  and  it  is  repeated  here  only  because  of  the 
remark  above  quoted,  which  you  have  taken  pains  to  underline. 

Allow  me  to  assure  myself  that  officers  of  your  rank  and  reputation 
should  not  impute  any  improper  motive  in  sending  a  flag  of'truce.  I 
would  be  unwilling  to  believe  such  a  suspicion  could  be  entertained  by 
any  mind  except  one  conscious  of  its  capacity  to  venture  upon  such 
an  abuse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant. 

L.  Polk, 

M  ajor-General,  C  ommanding  Confederate  Forces. 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Geo.  W.  Cullum, 

Brigadier- General ,  Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineers. 


Letters  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  and  Brigadier-General  Cullum,  U.  S. 
Army,  to  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army. 

Cairo,  III.,  February  24,  1862. 

General:  In  answer  to  your  request  to  reciprocate  the  courtesy 
shown  to  the  families  of  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  after  the  battle  of 
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Belmont,  in  allowing  them  to  visit  those  officers  who  were  prisoners, 
by  asking  permission  to  have  passed  through  our  lines  the  families  of 
General  Buckner,  Colonels  Hanson  and  Madeira,  captured  at  Fort 
Donelson,  accompanied  by  certain  gentlemen  as  escorts,  we  have  to  in¬ 
form  you  that  we  will  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  President,  but  limited  to  the  wives  and  children 
of  those  officers  and  excluding  their  escorts ;  but  to  provide  them  with 
a  protector,  Colonel  Thom,  an  aid-de-camp  of  Major-General  Halleck, 
and  one  of  the  bearers  of  our  flag  of  truce,  has  offered  to  take  them  in 
charge  as  far  as  St.  Louis,  where  they  will  learn  the  destination  of  the 
captive  officers,  which  is  unknown  to  us. 

The  flag  of  truce  will  wait,  if  necessary,  long  enough  to  obtain  your 
action  on  this  proposition. 

Before  concluding  this  note,  we  feel  constrained  to  make  some  re¬ 
marks  upon  your  abuse,  yesterday,  of  the  sacred  character  of  a  flag 
of  truce. 

Upon  approaching  the  batteries  of  Columbus  with  armed  forces 
and  when  within  the  supposed  range  of  your  artillery,  you  fired 
three  heavy  guns;  and,  to  add  to  this  hostile  demonstration,  one  of 
vour  gunboats  rounded  Belmont  Point,  apparently  to  give  battle, 
but  immediately  upon  discovering  our  strength  and  position  retired. 
Soon  after  there  appeared  an  unarmed  steamer,  with  Captain  Blake, 
bearing  your  flag  of  truce,  accompanied  by  many  officers  and  citizens, 
upon  the  frivolous  pretext  above  stated,  evidently  with  the  intention 
of  discovering  our  force  and  intentions.  Under  these  circumstances, 
by  the  usages  of  war,  the  dispatch  bearer  and  those  with  him  were 
subject  to  be  made  prisoners  and  the  steamer  captured;  and  we  feel 
it  our  duty  to  inform  you  that  a  repetition  of  such  unwarrantable 
abuse  of  a  flag  of  truce  will  not  again  be  tolerated. 

Your  letter,  though  dated  the  22d,  evidently  was  not  dispatched 
till  after  firing  your  pivot  gun,  near  11  a.  m.,  more  than  an  hour 
before  your  flag  of  truce  was  seen  about  2  miles  from  your  batteries, 
and  certainly  dispatched  after  the  gun  was  discharged. 

Regretting  that  we  have  to  animadvert  on  this  flagrant  departure 
from  the  established  usages  of  flags  of  truce, 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Geo.  W.  Cullum, 

Brig.  Gen.,  Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineers ,  Dept,  of  Missouri. 

Major-General  L.  Polk, 

Commanding  at  Columbus ,  Ky. 


Cairo,  III.,  February  25, 1862. 

General:  We  sincerely  regret  that  the  arrangement  entered  into 
with  you  by  us  for  the  reception  of  the  families  of  General  Buckner 
and  Colonels  Hanson  and  Madeira  does  not  meet  the  approval  of  the 
general  in  chief  and  Secretary  of  War,  as  will  be  seen  bv  the  follow¬ 
ing  telegram  from  Major-General  Halleck,  commanding  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Missouri ; 
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St.  Louis,  February  25,  1862. 

General  Cullum  :  Your  arrangement  about  families  of  officers  joining  them 
is  not  approved.  It  is  forbidden  by  General  McClellan  and  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  notwithstanding  my  appeal  to  him  for  a  relaxation  of  General  McClellan’s 
first  order  to  me.  Tell  them  that  probably  in  a  few  days,  when  the  prisoners 
are  all  distributed,  the  request  will  be  granted.  I  shall  appeal  to  the  President 
as  soon  as  I  can  communicate  with  him.  In  the  meantime,  obey  order. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General. 

In  obedience  to  the  Secretary  of  War’s  command,  we  send  back  to 
Columbus,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  the  families  of  General  Buckner  and 
Colonels  Hanson  and  Madeira,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Thom,  trust¬ 
ing  that  they  may  be  allowed  yet  to  return  when  the  destinations  of 
the  captured  officers  are  fixed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Foote. 

Cullum. 

Major-General  L.  Polk, 

Commanding  at  ColUmbus ,  Ky. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Brigadier-General 
Nelson ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  proceed  to  Nashville ,  Tenn. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Donelson ,  February  24, 1862. 

General  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  division  under  your  command 
to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  keeping  in  rear  of  the  gunboat  Carondelet  with 
all  your  transports. 

From  Nashville  you  will  put  yourself  in  immediate  communication 
with  General  Buell,  and  if  you  find  that  his  command  is  not  within 
two  days’  march  of  you,  your  command  will  not  debark,  but  fall  back 
down  the  river  some  miles  on  the  transports,  and  remain  to  form  a 
junction  with  General  Buell  when  he  does  arrive. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Brigadier-  General,  C ommanding . 

General  Nelson, 

Commanding  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  25 — 8  p.  m. 

I  learn  from  telegraph  of  Commodore  Foote  to  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  that  you  have  ordered  that  no  gunboats  go  above  Nashville.  I 
think  it  may  greatly  facilitate  Buell’s  operations  to  send  a  couple  at 
least  of  the  lighter  ones  to  Nashville.  Captain  Maynadier,  Tenth 
Infantry,  will  be  ordered  to  Commodore  Foote,  at  his  request,  as  his 
ordnance  officer  for  mortar  boats. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  February  25,  1862. 

If  we  send  four  gunboats  up  the  rivers  Tennessee  and  Cumberland, 
as  you  direct,  and  having  two  to  repair  extensively  on  the  ways  at 
Mound  City,  and  the  Benton  not  being  ready  before  next  week,  this, 
superadded  to  the  rebels  planting  guns  to  bear  on  the  mortar  boats, 
if  we  should  shell  them  now,  before  the  final  attack,  would  seem  to 
render  it  impracticable  to  do  anything  until  next  week.  The  new 
and  bad  men  sent  us  from  the  East,  with  the  crippled  condition  of  the 
gunboats,  also  render  an  earlier  attack  or  even  demonstration  on 
Columbus,  in  my  judgment,  injudicious. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  Halleck. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  21,  1862. 

(Received  22d.) 

Three  mortars  were  mounted  to-day,  and  Captain  Maynadier 
arrived  with  350  men. 

The  platforms  for  the  beds  are  progressing  rapidly. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commanding  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  III.,  February  2 4 \,  1862. 

The  draft  of  men  brought  on  by  Captain  Maynadier  seems  to  be, 
and  are  represented  to  be  by  their  officers,  with  few  exceptions,  the 
offscourings  of  the  Army.  We  have  to  keep  two  companies  of  sol¬ 
diers  to  guard  them,  and  are  now  disarming  them  of  their  revolvers. 
They  say  they  have  been  deceived.  I  am  pained  and  discouraged  to 
have  to  take  such  men  into  action.  We  want  no  more  from  the  Army. 
I  prefer  to  go  into  the  action  only  half  manned  than  to  go  with  such 
men. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  21^,  1862. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin,  with  the  gunboat  Tyler,  has  just 
arrived  from  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  and  reports  the 
Union  sentiment  in  South  Tennessee  and  North  Alabama  to  be  very 
strong.  I  shall  send  him  back  to-day,  and  will  call  for  a  regiment 
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at  Fort  Henry  to  accompany  the  gunboat,  which  will  aid  the  loyal 
people  of  those  States  to  raise  Union  forces  within  their  borders. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  a  cruise  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Tyler ,  Lieutenant  Gwin ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding ,  in  the 
Tennessee  River. 


Cairo,  February  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Gwin,  in  the  Tyler ,  has  just  arrived  from  Fort  Henry,  after  having 
been,  under  my  orders,  cruising  in  the  Tennessee  River  as  far  as 
Mississippi  and  Alabama,  and  reports  a  strong  Union  feeling  in 
North  Alabama  and  South  Tennessee.  I  shall  direct  him,  as  soon  as 
possible,  asking  General  Cullum,  commanding  here,  to  direct  a  regi¬ 
ment,  at  least,  to  be  sent  with  him,  which  will  form  a  nucleus  of  a 
large  force  which  can  be  raised  in  Tennessee  and  North  Alabama. 

I  will  forward  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin’s  report  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  drawn  up,  whose  caution,  valor,  and  judgment  meet  my 
unqualified  approbation.  I  will  consult  with  General  Cullum  of 
Engineers  and  chief  of  General  Halleck’s  staff,  with  reference  to  my 
movements,  as  that  gallant,  scientific  officer,  whose  valor  and  judg¬ 
ment  are  contributing  unmeasurably  to  the  success  of  our  arms,  and 
who  was  with  me  in  command  of  the  military  forces  in  our  reconnois- 
sance  yesterday  at  Columbus,  will  enable  me  to  move  with  the  great¬ 
est  confidence  of  success. 

I  propose  running  up  the  Cumberland  River  this  evening,  with  a 
view  of  getting  to  Nashville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington ,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — I  should  have  been  in  Nashville  on  Saturday,  the  22d,  with 
two  gunboats  and  four  mortar  boats,  had  not  General  Halleck  di¬ 
rected  me  to  proceed  no  farther  than  Clarksville. 

A.  H.  F. 

I  forward  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  just  sent  to  Major-General 
Polk,  commanding  at  Columbus.  The  preceding  correspondence  was 
yesterday  forwarded.  I  send  the  gunboat  Lexington ,  just  arrived 
from  St.'  Louis,  up  the  Tennessee,  which,  with  the  Tyler ,  will  guard 
our  interests  effectually  on  the  borders  of  that  river. 


A.  H.  F. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Gwin ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tyler , 
regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  in  the  Tennessee  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Cairo ,  February  23, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  returned  to  this  place  after  having  gone  up  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  as  high  as  Eastport,  Miss.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  I 
have  met  with  an  increased  Union  sentiment  in  South  Tennessee  and 
North  Alabama.  I  saw  few  Mississippians.  In  Hardin,  McNairy, 
Wayne,  Decatur,  and  a  portion  of  Hardeman,  all  of  which  border 
upon  the  river,  the  Union  sentiment  is  strong,  and  those  who  do  not 
express  themselves  openly  loyal  are  only  prevented  by  their  fears  of 
the  military  tyranny  and  coercion  which  is  practiced  by  marauding 
bands  of  guerrilla  companies  of  cavalry. 

I  waited  at  Fort  Henry  as  long  as  I  deemed  it  advisable  for  the 
company  of  cavalry  designated  to  accompany  me  up  the  river.  Not 
being  able  to  get  transportation  for  them,  I  concluded  to  take  in  their 
stead  some  fifty  sharpshooters,  as  I  could  accommodate  them  on  board 
of  the  Tyler.  I  was  not  able  to  accomplish  the  destruction  of  Bear 
Creek  bridge  (my  great  desire),  as  I  found  that  the  rebels  had  sent 
immediately  after  our  first  ascent  of  the  river  a  large  force,  1,000, 
to  this  bridge  and  some  3,000  or  4,000  to  a  station  called  “I.  U.  Ka” 
[Iuka],  3  miles  from  the  bridge.  Learning  that  a  large  quantity  of 
wheat  and  flour  was  stored  in  Clifton,  Tenn.,  intended,  of  course,  to 
be  shipped  to  the  South,  a  large  portion  of  it  having  been  bought  for 
a  firm  in  Memphis,  on  my  way  down  I  landed  there  and  took  on  board 
about  a  thousand  sacks  and  100  barrels  of  flour  and  some  6,000  bushels 
of  wheat.  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  take  possession  of  the  above,  to 
prevent  its  being  seized  by  the  rebels  or  disposed  of  in  rebel  country. 

The  glorious  success  of  our  arms  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson 
have  been  most  beneficial  to  the  Union  cause  throughout  South  and 
West  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  Union  men  can  now  begin  to  express 
their  loyal  sentiments  without  fear  of  being  mobbed,  especially  along 
the  banks  of  the  river. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  would  urge  upon  the  commanding  gen¬ 
eral  the  necessity  of  sending  a  force— a  brigade,  if  possible ;  at  least 
a  regiment  of  cavalry — locate  it  at  Savannah,  Hardin  County,  a 
place  well  adapted  for  its  support,  and  then  it  would  be  in  a  section 
almost  entirely  Union — a  nucleus  around  which  Union  men  could 
rally. 

I  feel  confident  that  a  regiment  of  home  guards  could  be  raised  in 
ten  days.  Savannah  is  in  good  striking  distance  of  Eastport,  Miss. 
(45  miles  by  the  river) ,  which  is  the  nearest  point  to  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Railroad  (8  miles).  At  that  point  there  is  an  im¬ 
portant  bridge  over  Bear  Creek,  as  well  as  some  extent  of  trestle- 
work,  which,  if  destroyed,  together  with  a  part  of  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Road,  at  its  junction  with  the  Memphis  and  Ohio  Road  will 
cut  the  Southern  Confederacy  almost  entirely  in  two. 

I  brought  down  under  arrest  a  man  named  William  P.  Poole,  who 
has  been  active  in  oppressing  Union  men  in  his  community. 

I  have  warned  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  towns  along  the 
banks  of  the  river  that  I  would  hold  secessionists  and  their  property 
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responsible  for  any  outrages  committed  on  Unionists  in  their  com¬ 
munities. 

I  have  enlisted  17  men  and  have  brought  down  14  refugees. 
Hoping  that  my  course  will  meet  your  approval, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Gwin, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 


February  24,  [1862] — 12  m. 

The  President  desires  to  know  why  the  Benton  is  not  read}'',  and 
when  she  will  be. 


Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Cairo.  . 


H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  24-,  1862. 

*  (Received  25th.) 

The  Benton's  machinery  will  be  finished  to-morrow,  and  I  trust 
she  will  be  ready  in  all  respects  in  one  week. 

In  my  absence  of  late,  and  the  few  officers  left  here,  and  Lieutenant 
Sanford,  the  ordnance  officer,  being  in  Cincinnati  equipping  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  Commander  Pennock’s  vast  amount  of  work  in  fitting  out 
mortar  boats  and  repairing  gunboats,  leaving  him  no  time  to  attend 
to  the  Benton ,  are  mainly  the  reasons  why  she  has  not  been  com¬ 
missioned. 

The  -want  of  men  is  another  reason,  and  could  the  President  look  at 
us  here  his  practical  and  comprehensive  views  would  at  a  glance  see 
that  our  amount  of  work,  with  our  limited  means,  would  call  for  his 
commendation  rather  than  surprise  at  the  Benton  not  being  ready. 

I  am  in  body  and  mind  greatly  prostrated  with  work.  Commander 
Pennock,  who  especially  attends  to  equipment,  is  broken  down  by  his 
labors,  but  I  must  still  commend  him  and  all  the  officers  for  perform¬ 
ing  more  work  than  I  ever  saw  before  accomplished  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

I  was  to  have  left  to-day  for  Nashville  and  had  the  first  gunboat 
en  route  for  that  place  when  General  Halleck  stopped  it,  learning 
that  Nashville  had  been  abandoned. 

I  should  have  been  in  Nashville  Friday  evening  had  not  General 
Halleck  ordered  General  Grant  not  to  let  the  gun  and  mortar  boats 
go  above  Clarksville. 

I  knew  that  Nashville  was  ready  to  surrender  to  the  gunboats,  and 
would  have  done  so  had  I  been  permitted  to  go  there  as  I  wished  and 
was  prepared  to  do.  The  rebels  who  were  captured,  and  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Union,  and  the  American  of  the  11th  instant,  say:  “We  had 
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nothing  to  fear  from  a  land  attack,  but  the  gunboats  are  the  devil, 
and  we  may  as  well  look  matters  squarely  in  the  face.” 

But  the  effect  was  produced  in  Nashville  by  finding  out  we  had 
possession  of  Clarksville;  and  believing  we  wrere  moving  on  to  Nash¬ 
ville,  they  abandoned  it. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  will  go  on  board  the  Benton  as 
my  flag-captain,  who  is  a  host  in  himself,  as  the  Government  knows. 

I  earnestly  requested  that  Captain  H.  E.  Maynadier,  of  the  Tenth 
Infantry,  U.  S.  Army,  the  officer  who  came  with  the  draft  of  men, 
might  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  as  ordnance  officer  in  charge  of  the 
mortar  boats,  as  he  is  skilled  in  the  mortar  practice  and  well  adapted 
to  the  position ;  and  I  trust  that  he  may,  for  the  efficiency  of  the  mor¬ 
tar  fleet,  be  ordered.  He  left  for  Washington  this  morning. 

There  are  now  twenty  mortars  mounted. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Nary  Department , 


[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  February  25 , 1862. — 9 :30  p.  m. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  yesterday,  I  read 
it  to  the  President,  who  instructs  me  to  say  in  reply  that  the  reasons 
for  the  delay  of  the  Benton  are  satisfactory,  and  that  he  appreciates 
your  services,  which  meet  his  entire  approbation. 

By  the  President’s  directions  I  also  read  your  dispatch  to  General 
McClellan,  who  wTill  order  Captain  Maynadier  to  report  for  service 
as  ordnance  officer  of  the  mortar  rafts,  and  anything  else  you  require 
will  be  promptly  granted.  t 

Mr.  I  ox  desires  to  know  if  you  have  sailors  enough  for  the  gun¬ 
boats;  if  not,  you  shall  have  some  thoroughly  trained  men.  - 

We  also  wish  to  know  if  you  receive  regularly  the  letters  we  write 
you,  as  many  from  you  are  much  behind  time,  and  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  dispatched  special  agents  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of 
detention. 

We  hope  you  are  better  of  your  wounds,  and  be  assured  your  gallant 
services  are  properly  regarded  in  Washington. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Cairo. 


Report  of  Flag-0 ffi.cer  F oote ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  referring  to  the  movement 
of  troops  to  Nashville,  and  other  matters. 

Cairo,  February  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  sent 
two  ironclad  steamers  to  precede  General  Nelson’s  brigade,  which 
on  their  arrival  at  Clarksville,  will  move  on  to  Nashville.  I  have 
also  sent  two  of  the  wooden  gunboats  to  cruise  from  Fort  Henry  to 
Florence,  Ala.,  to  give  aid  and  protection  to  the  Union  people  in 
Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama. 
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As  Nashville  is  now  occupied  by  our  forces,  I  did  not,  as  I 
announced  in  my  last,  proceed  with  a  force  to  attack  Nashville. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Major-General  Polk, 
commanding  the  army  at  Columbus,  in  reply  to  our  first  letter 
through  his  flag  of  truce  in  presence  of  an  armed  reconnoissance 
nearly  within  range  of  his  batteries. 

I  am  now  making  every  effort  to  have  the  Benton  and  other  gun 
and  mortar  boats  ready  to  move  on  Columbus  in  the  latter  part  of 
next  week.  My  absence  from  here  of  late  has  seriously  interfered 
with  the  earlier  preparation  of  the  fleet,  especially  as  Fleet  Captain 
Pennock,  left  here  in  charge,  is  broken  down  and  confined  to  his 
room.  Lieutenant  Sanford  being  absent  fitting  out  two  ammunition 
steamers  in  Cincinnati,  while  I  am  still  on  crutches,  preventing  that 
attention  to  detail  duties  which  I  have  attended  to  here  to  facilitate 
our  work. 

The  men  sent  us  from  the  Army  at  the  East  have  given  us  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  will  require  the  strong  hand  of  discipline  and 
drilling  before  they  can  effectually  be  taken  into  action.  I  shall  be 
obliged,  for  want  of  men,  to  call  upon  the  Army  for  soldiers  to  man 
the  mortar  boats.  I  will  leave  no  means  untried  to  produce  good 
results,  although  surrounded  with  difficulties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PI.  Foote. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  'of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  (J . 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  February  25,  1862. 

I  am  still  on  crutches,  which  retards  the  work,  and  Fleet  Captain 
and  Equipping  Officer  Pennock  is  broken  down  and  confined  to  his 
room,  but  I  will  strain  every  nerve  to  have  the  gun  and  mortar  boats 
ready  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  keep  you  informed  of  the  progress. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis. 


[Telegram.] 

'  St.  Louis,  February  25,  1862. 

The  possession  of  Nashville  by  General  Buell  renders  it  necessary 
to  countermand  the  instructions  sent  to  Foote  and  Sherman  yesterday 
morning,  dated  23d.  Grant  will  send  more  forces  to  Clarksville. 
General  Smith’s  division  will  come  to  Fort  Henry,  or  a  point  higher 
up  on  the  Tennessee  Piver.  Transports  will  also  be  collected  at  Padu¬ 
cah,  and,  above  all,  the  mortar  boats  to  be  immediately  brought 
back  to  Cairo.  Two  gunboats  to  be  left  in  the  Cumberland  at 
Clarksville,  to  precede  Nelson’s  division  up  the  river  to  Nashville. 
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Having  done  this,  they  will  return  to  Cairo.  Two  gunboats  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  with  General  Grant.  The  latter  will  immediately  have 
small  garrisons  detailed  for  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry  and  all  other 
forces  made  ready  for  the  field. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-  General. 

Commodore  Foote, 

Cairo. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War , 
regarding  the  transfer  of  men  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received 
from  John  C.  Carter,  commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  stating  that  100  men 
of  the  land  regiment  at  Detroit  could  be  enlisted  in  the  Navy  if  the 
War  Department  would  grant  their  discharge  or  transfer,  and  would 
respectfully  ask  if  the  War  Department  will  allow  the  transfer  of 
these  men  to  the  Navy  for  service  under  command  of  Flag-Officer 
Foote,  commanding  naval  forces  on  Western  waters. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  February  26,  1862. 

(Received,  9  :30  a.  m.,  27th.) 

Thanks  for  the  sentiments  in  the  last  telegram.  I  hope  to  lay  aside 
my  crutches  in  a  week. 

We  do  want  250  well-drilled  sailors  very  much,  as  we  have  no  time 
to  teach  so  many  green  hands.  Please  send  the  sailors. 

Our  mails  occasionally  are  very  irregular  and  letters  come  weeks 
behind  time. 

We  are  driving  on  with  mortar  boats,  and  we  must  depend  mainly 
upon  the  army  for  most  of  the  men  for  mortar  boats. 

The  six  mortar  boats  just  arrived  from  the  Cumberland  River. 

I  had  two  gunboats  on  the  Cumberland,  cruising  from  its  mouth 
up  to  Nashville,  and  two  in  the  Tennessee  as  far  as  Florence,  in 
Alabama,  in  command  of  two  judicious  lieutenants. 

The  remaining  gunboats  we  can  use  will  be  ready  the  last  of  next 
week  for  operations  on  a  certain  point  determined  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment. 

We  want  two  good  and  sober  gunners  sent  out  for  the  two  ammuni¬ 
tion  boats.  Please  send  them. 


Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department, 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

‘  St.  Louis ,  February  26,  1862. 

I  do  not  mean  a  regular  bombardment,  but  a  demonstration  and 
throwing  m  of  shells,  so  as  to  scare  them  pretty  thoroughly.* 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General. 

Fiag-Omcer  Foote, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  27,  1862. 

Numerous  reports  have  been  received  that  Buell  occupied  Nash¬ 
ville  without  opposition,  but  reports  brought  down  the  Cumberland 
of  enemy’s  movements  are  conflicting.  Some  say  they  are  concen¬ 
trated  at  Murfreesboro,  others  Columbia,  others  Decatur.  No  move¬ 
ments  will  be  made  until  facts  are  positively  ascertained.  Tennessee 
will  probably  be  navigable  yet  for  some  weeks.  Two  gunboats  at 
Clarksville  and  two  above  Fort  Henry;  others  being  repaired.  Com¬ 
modore  F  oote  says  he  can  not  be  ready  to  protect  mortar  boats  for 
the  bombardment  in  much  less  than  ten  days.  The  Essex  will  not  be 
fit  for  service  in  less  than  four  weeks.  Nelson’s  division  sent  to 
relieve  Smith’s  at  Clarksville  and  to  follow  gunboats  toward  Nash¬ 
ville.  They  will  go  up  as  far  as  Buell  wants  them.  They  should 
return,  however,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  they  are  wanted  at  Columbus. 
Randolph  is  said  to  be  very  strongly  fortified.  I  can  not  ascertain 
its  armament.  General  Pope,  with  10,000  men,  is  advancing  on  New 
Madrid.  His  advance  guard  will  reach  Sykesville  [Sikeston]  to¬ 
night.  From  there  the  movement  will  be  slow,  as  the  roads  are 
terrible.  There  is  no  return  yet  from  Grant. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  George  B.  McClellan, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  and  near  Nashville. 

Cairo,  February  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  communication  just  received 
from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant,  the  substance  of  which  I 
have  just  telegraphed. 

The  captain  of  the  steamer  who  brings  the  dispatch  says  that  6 
miles  below  Nashville  there  was  a  battery  on  a  high  bluff  which  had 
mounted  15  guns,  but  several  of  them  were  thrown  into  the  river 


*  See  pp.  622,  632. 
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before  the  Cairo  arrived.  He  also  reports  that  a  strong  Union  feel¬ 
ing  was  manifested  in  and  near  Nashville,  and  that  Governor  Harris, 
after  vainly  attempting  to  rally* the  citizens  and  others^  left  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning  for  Memphis.  He  also  states  that  the  gunboats  are  the 
terror  of  the  people  at  Nashville  and  at  all  points  on  the  Cumberland 
River,  and  that  on  hearing  of  my  arrival,  supposing  that  the  gun¬ 
boats  would  proceed  immediately  to  Nashville,  the  army  retreated 
panic  stricken.  The  unusual  high  water  of  the  river,  enabling  the 
boats  to  ascend  the  river,  was  providential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  in  a  hurry,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Flag-Officer ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C . 


[Enclosure.] 

Gunboat  Cairo, 

Nashville ,  Tenn .,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  Uncertain  that  my  letter  of  the  23d  reached  you,  I  repeat  that 
I  departed  from  Clarksville  for  this  point  by  the  request  of  Brigadier- 
General  Smith,  commanding  at  Clarksville,  and  arrived  here  this 
morning,  preceding  seven  steamboats,  conveying  an  army  com¬ 
manded  by  Brigadier- General  Nelson.  The  troops  landed  without 
opposition. 

The  banks  of  the  river  are  free  from  any  hostile  force.  The  rail¬ 
road  and  suspension  bridge  here  are  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  C.  Bryant, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Flotilla ,  Western  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  February  27,  1862. 

(Received  28th.) 

Eight  mortars  are  mounted  since  last  telegram,  making  28  mortars 
ready. 

We  are  driving  on  with  the  Benton  and  repairs  of  other  gunboats. 

I  am  afraid  the  generals  are  detaining  two  boats  up  the  river 
Cumberland,  and  which  X  want  to  repair. 

Quartermaster  Wise  is  getting  short  of  funds.  Requisition  has 
been  honored,  but  the  money  does  not  come.  All  goes  well  under  the 
circumstances. 

I  am  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  the  largest  and  best  wharf 
boat  in  the  Western  waters.  She  cost  a  year  ago  $27,000,  and  we  get 
her  for  $17,000  and  pay  $3,000  of  that  in  contraband  wheat.  We 
now  pajr  $1,000  per  month,  and  is  a  navy  yard  in  herself,  accommo¬ 
dating  ordnance  and  equipments  and  commissary  stores,  and  car¬ 
penter’s  shops  and  officers’  quarters. 

A  dispatch  just  received  from  Xueutenant  Commanding  Bryant 
says  that  the  gunboat  Cairo  preceded  General  Nelson’s  arrival  at 
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Nashville  with  his  brigade,  amid  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs.  I 
will  send  the  dispatch  with  further  particulars. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

Immediate.] 

Washington  City,  February  28,  1862—12  m. 
The  President  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  if  it  is  certain  the  two 
gunboats  up  the  Cumberland  River  are  no  longer  needed  there,  you 
will  please  order  them  to  Cairo  for  repairs. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis. 


[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  February  28,  1862. 

They  have  been  sent  to  Nashville  by  direction  of  General 
McClellan. 


Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  February  28, 1862 — 12: 10  p.  m. 

I  have  read  your  telegram  of  yesterday  to  the  President  and  he 
approves  of  the  purchase  of  the  wharf  boat. 

General  Halleck  has  been  directed  by  the  President  to  send  the 
two  gunboats  from  the  Cumberland  River,  if  no  longer  needed  there, 
to  Cairo  for  repairs. 

Two  gunners  and  50  seamen  go  from  New  York  and  100  men  from 
the  lakes. 

The  howitzers  last  called  for  left  by  express  three  days  ago. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Cairo. 
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Letter  from  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  regarding  funds  for  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

Washington  City ,  February  28, 1862. 

Dear  Sir:  General  Meigs  requests  me  to  say  that  the  President  is 
anxious  to  have  money  sent  to  Assistant  Quartermaster  Wise,  at  Cairo, 
as  soon  as  possible,  Flag-Officer  Foote  having  telegraphed  to  the 
President  that  he  is  in  want  of  funds. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Geo.  Harrington,  Esq., 

Treasury. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  Febmiary  28,  1862. 

(Received  10: 15  a.  m.,  March  1.) 

Your  telegram  received.  We  have  now  32  mortar  boats  ready  and 
mortars  mounted. 

One  gunboat  in  the  Cumberland  and  two  in  the  Tennessee  River 
will  be  required  for  some  time;  two  of  them  to  be  wooden  boats  and 
one  ironclad. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  Tennessee  is  not  so  loyal  as  many  suppose. 
Columbus  will  fight. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Quartermaster- 

General  of  the  Army,  regarding  pay  for  men  transferred  from  the 

Army  to  the  Navy. 

Cairo,  February  28, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  the  Army  about  600  soldiers,  some  of 
them  volunteers  and  some  detailed  or  drafted  for  the  gunboat  service. 
No  regular  list  of  them  has  been  sent,  but  a  bundle  of  descriptive  lists, 
with  a  statement  of  their  accounts,  have  been  heaped  together. 

The  soldiers  are  very  much  dissatisfied,  as  they  were  not  paid  up 
by  the  Army  to  the  date  of  their  transfer,  which  I  desired  to  be  done. 

I  have,  therefore,  directed  the  several  commanders  of  the  gunboats 
to  have  these  men  put  on  the  muster  roll  of  their  vessels  as  seamen, 
paying  them  at  the  rate  of  $18  per  month,  without  any  reference  to 
their  army  accounts,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your  approval. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  desirable  that  these  men  should  be  paid  up  to 
the  time  they  volunteered  for  this  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Brigadier-General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Engagement  at  Pittsburg  Landing ,  Tenn.,  March  1 , 1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  commanding 
officers  of  the  U.  S.  Gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington. 

Cairo,  March  3 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  reports  made  to  me  by  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk,  of  the  gunboats  Tyler  and 
Lexington,  a  synopsis  of  which  I  telegraphed  to  you  immediately  on 
their  receipt.  I  can  not  too  highly  commend  the  cautious,  judicious, 
and  bold  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  and  his  com¬ 
mand  in  the  service  I  have  assigned  him  on  the  Tennessee  River.  I 
regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  go  up  the  Tennessee  in  person, 
but  the  most  important  attack  upon  Columbus  to-morrow  with  five 
gunboats,  four  mortar  boats  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Phelps,  and  the  regiments,  render  my  presence  at  that  point  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary.  I  regret  that  the  commandant  at  Fort  Henry  did 
not  feel  authorized,  at  my  suggestion,  to  send  a  regiment  or  brigade 
up  the  river  without  waiting  for  authority  from  his  superior  officer, 
as  the  case  called  for  immediate  action  and  would  have  secured  us  an 
immediate  and  important  victory.  The  Union  sentiment  is  pre¬ 
dominant  on  the  borders  of  the  Tennessee,  but  is  repressed  from 
apprehension  that  it  will  not  receive  support  from  Union  troops.  I 
trust  that  the  Department  will  grant  my  request  to  have  the  prize 
gunboat  Eastport  fitted  out  immediately,  as  she  is  well  adapted,  from 
her  speed,  to  take  me  to  the  different  points  of  my  command  on  the 
Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  Cumberland  rivers  in  the  shortest  space 
of  time.  My  foot  is  still  painful,  but  I  hope  to  lay  aside  my  crutches 
in  a  few  days.  I  wish  to  retain  command  of  the  flotilla,  as  I  have 
the  confidence  of  men  and  officers,  but  still  consider  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  report  my  condition  to  the  Department.  I  beg  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  will  send  me  two  good  lieutenants  of  a  junior  date  to  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Shirk.  I  make  this  application  with  a  full  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  wants  of  the  Department  of  Navy  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gwin,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tyler. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Savannah,  Team.,  March  1, 1862. 

Sir:  Having  learned  that  the  rebels  had  occupied  and  were  forti¬ 
fying  a  place  called  Pittsburg,  9  miles  above,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  (the  best  point  in  the  river  for  that  purpose),  I  determined 
to  attack  them. 

At  12  m.  the  Tyler ,  followed  by  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Shirk,  proceeded  up  the  river.  When  within  1,200  yards  of 
Pittsburg  we  were  opened  upon  by  the  rebel  batteries,  consisting,  as 
well  as  we  could  determine,  of  six  or  eight  fieldpieces,  some  rifled. 


644 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Getting  within  1,000  yards,  the  Tyler  and  Lexington  opened  a  well- 
directed  fire,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  silencing  their  batteries. 
We  then  proceeded  abreast  of  the  place  and,  under  the  cover  of  grape 
and  canister,  landed  two  armed  boats  from  each  vessel  containing,  be¬ 
sides  their  crews,  a  portion  of  Company  C,  Captain  Thaddeus  Phil¬ 
lips,  and  Company  K,  First  Lieutenant  John  J.  Rider,  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers  (sharpshooters),  Second  Master 
Jason  Goudy,  comipanding  the  boats  of  the  Tyler ,  and  Second  Master 
Martin  Dunn,  commanding  the  boats  of  the  Lexington.  The  landing 
was  successfully  accomplished,  and  this  small  force  actually  drove 
back  the  rebels  and  held  them  in  check  until  they  accomplished  their 
difficult  object,  which  was  to  discover  their  real  strength  and  purpose, 
and  to  destroy  a  house  in  close  proximity  to  the  place  where  the  bat¬ 
teries  had  been  placed. 

I  found  in  addition  to  their  artillery  they  had  a  force  of  not  less 
than  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  state  that  the  result  was  entirely  satisfac¬ 
tory.  Their  batteries  were  silenced  in  a  short  time ;  the  landing  was 
effected;  the  house  destroyed;  and  we  discovered  from  their  breast¬ 
works  that  they  were  preparing  to  fortify  strongly  this  point. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Shirk  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  his  vessel  was  handled. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Captain  Phillips,  Lieutenant  Rider,  and  their 
men  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  they 
charged  up  the  hill,  drove  back,  and  held  in  check,  the  rebels  until  the 
boats’  crews  had  effected  the  destruction  of  the  house  designated. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  the  greatest  spirit 
and  enthusiasm.  Much  praise  is  due  to  First  Master  Edward  Shaw 
and  Third  Master  J ames  Martin  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
batteries  were  worked. 

I  would  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Second  Master  J ason  Goudy,  in  charge  of  the  boats  on  shore,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  destroying  the  house  under  such  heavy  fire,  and  Gunner 
Herman  Peters,  in  charge  of  the  howitzer,  who  displayed  the  greatest 
coolness  and  courage,  although  exposed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy, 
all  but  one  of  his  men  having  been  wounded. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Pilots  Hiner  and  Sebastian  for  their  cool¬ 
ness  under  such  a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry,  our  vessel  beinn  per¬ 
fectly  riddled  with  balls. 

My  aid,  Acting  Paymaster  William  B.  Coleman,  rendered  me  valu¬ 
able  assistance  during  the  action. 

I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  to  Cairo  with  the  trans¬ 
port  Izetta ,  loaded  with  the  balance  of  the  wheat  I  left  at  Clifton.  I 
shall  remain  about  here,  paying  Pittsburg  a  daily  visit,  which  I  hope 
will  prevent  the  rebels  from  accomplishing  their  object.  Captain 
Shirk  will  lay  before  you  the  importance  of  keeping  open  this,  as  well 
as  all  other  points  above  here. 

I  have  learned  from  reliable  authority  that  the  rebels  have  some 
4,000  troops  in  Florence,  five  or  six  thousand  in  and  about  Eastport 
and  I.  U.  Ka.  [Iuka]  (near  Bear  Creek  Bridge) ,  and  that  they  are  for¬ 
tifying  m  that  vicinity.  You  will  see,  therefore,  the  necessity  of  my 
remaining  here. 

I  We  expended  95  shell,  30  stand  of  grape,  10  of  canister,  and  67 
rounds  of  shrapnel,  grape,  etc.,  from  howitzer. 


United  States  Steamer  Tyler  and  Mortar  Boat. 
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Enclosed  is  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  T.  H.  Kearney’s  report  of 
casualties,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  his  unremitting  attention  to  the 
wounded. 

I  feel  confident  that  we  inflicted  a  severe  loss  on  the  enemy,  as  sev¬ 
eral  bodies  were  seen  on  the  ground  and  many  seen  to  fall. 

I  also  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk’s  report. 

Hoping  that  my  course  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Gwin, 

Lieut.,  Comdg.  Division  of  Gunboats ,  Tennessee  River. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 


[Enclosure.] 

List  of  casualties  sustained  on  board  the  U.  8.  gunboat  Tyler,  March  1,  1862,  in 

the  action  at  Pittsburg,  Tenn. 


Pleasant  Gilbert,  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  leg,  necessitating 
amputation  of  the  limb.  Crawford  T.  Hill,  seaman ;  gunshot  wound 
of  forearm.  John  Matthews,  seaman;  gunshot  (flesh)  wound  of 
shoulder,  slight.  G.  W.  Shull,  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  back, 
slight.  Robert  Bell,  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  arm  (flesh)  and 
chest;  not  penetrating. 

In  detachment  of  Thirty-second  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  U.  S. 
Army  (Company  C),  carried  on  board:  Captain  Phillips,  gunshot 
wound  (flesh)  of  leg.  Daniel  Messick,  orderly  sergeant ;  killed. 

Respectfully, 


Thos.  II.  Kearney, 

Assistant  Surgeon ,  ZJ.  S.  Gunboat  Service. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  Gwin. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Shirk,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding-  U.  S.  S.  Lexing-ton. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 
Savannah ,  Tenn.,  March  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  In  company  with  the  gunboat  Tyler ,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Gwin,  I  this  day  proceeded  in  this  vessel  up  the  river  to  a  landing 
on  the  west  side,  called  Pittsburg,  distant  about  9  miles  from  this 
place. 

When  we  had  arrived  within  1,200  or  1,300  yards  of  Pittsburg,  we 
were  fired  upon  by  a  rebel  battery,  consisting,  as  well  as  I  could  judge, 
of  six  or  eight  fieldpieces,  one  of  which  at  least  was  rifled. 

We  returned  their  fire  with  shell,  which  was  exceedingly  well 
directed,  and  continued  until  after  their  guns  were  silenced. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  I  dispatched  on  shore 
two  armed  boats  in  charge  of  Second  Master  Martin  Dunn,  contain¬ 
ing,  in  addition  to  their  own  proper  crews,  a  detachment  of  Company 
K,  Thirty-second  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  commanded  by  First 
Lieutenant  John  J.  Rider,  with  orders  to  follow  the  motions  of  the 
TyleSs  boats. 
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While  the  boats  were  being  landed  we  kept  up  a  steady  fire  of  grape 
and  shell,  raking  the  side  of  the  hill. 

The  landing  party  having  accomplished  their  object,  and  being  met 
by  a  much  superior  force,  retired,  receiving  in  their  retreat  a  most 
terrific  fire  of  musketry.  The  enemy  also  fired  several  volleys  of 
musketry  at  the  gunboats,  and  then  retired  back  from  the  brow  of  the 
hill. 

After  the  boats  returned  we  gave  the  rebels  a  few  more  shell  and, 
receiving  no  answer,  we  dropped  down  the  river  to  this  place. 

My  men  report  having  seen  several  dead  rebels  upon  the  hill  and  I, 
myself,  saw  a  shell  from  this  vessel,  after  the  return  of  the  boats,  take 
effect  upon  a  field  officer,  emptying  his  saddle,  and  dropping  3  foot 
soldiers. 

I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry,  good  discipline, 
and  spirit  evinced  by  the  officers  and  men  whom  1  have  the  honor  to 
command. 

For  the  efficient  services  of  himself  and  his  command  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  First  Lieutenant  John  J.  Rider,  Company  K,  Thirty- 
second  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  following  casualties,  viz :  James  Sulli¬ 
van  (seaman),  killed;  Patrick  Sullivan  (seaman),  missing;  Thomas 
M.  Borland  (seaman),  missing;  John  Hines  (corporal),  Company  K, 
Thirty-second  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 

James  Sullivan  was  seen  to  fall  upon  the  field,  shot  through  the 
breast. 

During  the  action  there  were  expended  45  8-inch  shell,  25  6-inch 
shell,  and  16  stand  of  grape. 

Two  rifles  and  one  musket  are  missing;  they  are  those  taken  by  the 
unfortunate  men  whom  we  have  lost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 
Lieutenant ,  C ommandinq . 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters ,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  3 , 1862. 

******  * 

.  Saturday  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington  attacked  rebel  battery  of 
six  guns,  supported  by  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry, 
at  Pittsburg,  on  Tennessee  River.  Under  cover  of  the  grape  and  shell 
of  gunboats,  some  sailors  and  two  companies  of  Illinois  sharpshooters 
landed  and  destroyed  house  where  battery  had  been  placed.  The  en¬ 
emy  being  reinforced,  our  men  returned  to  gunboats.  Loss,  2  killed, 
3  missing,  and  6  wounded.  Enemy’s  much  greater. 

G.  W.  Cullum, 

,,  .  Brigadier-General. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  information. 

/ 

Cairo,  March  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  just  received  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Gwin,  of  the  Tyler ,  communicating  important 
information,  which,  with  a  telegram  just  received  from  General 
Grant,  commanding  at  Fort  Henry,  stating  that  the  rebels  were  forti¬ 
fying  Savannah,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  and  calling  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  gunboat,  has  been  communicated  to  General  Halleck.  I  shall 
probably  send  an  additional  gunboat,  making  three  boats  on  that 
river. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  is  now  in  my  office  and  is  informed 
of  the  state  of  things,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  the  demands;  I 
trust,  by  having  a  force  at  hand  sufficient  to  prevent  any  fortifications 
being  erected  on  the  Tennessee  as  far  up  as  the  stage  of  water  will 
permit  the  gunboats  to  ascend  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C . 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Cairo ,  III.,  March  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  returned  from  up  the  Tennessee,  having  left  Pittsburg 
(the  place  of  our  late  engagement)  last  night.  The  enemy  has  not 
renewed  his  attempt  to  fortify.  I  watched  the  point  closely,  and 
yesterday  landed  under  flag  of  truce,  which  was  allowed  to  go  a  mile 
from  the  river  before  being  stopped  by  their  pickets.  No  sign  of  a 
renewed  attempt  could  be  discovered. 

In  my  report  of  the  engagement  I  stated  that  I  felt  confident  the 
enemy  had  suffered  severely.  I  can  now  report  that  on  the  morning 
after  the  engagement  (Sunday),  9  dead  bodies  and  100  wounded, 
many  of  them  mortally,  were  counted  in  their  camp,  which  had  been 
removed  the  evening  of  the  engagement  3  miles  back  from  the  river. 
Some  tents,  where  they  were  carrying  badly  wounded  men  they 
would  not  allow  anyone  to  visit,  they  were  still  bringing  in  wounded. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  above. 

It  was  reported  that  they  buried  15  the  evening  of  the  engagement, 
I  think  I  can  safely  put  their  loss  down  at  20  killed  and  100  wounded. 

Their  force,  engaged  on  that  day,  was  1,000  infantry  (Louisiana), 
500  cavalry  (Mississippi),  besides  a  battery  of  six  pieces  of  field 
artillery.  Two  guns,  32-pounders,  were  on  the  ground,  but  not 

mounted.  . 

I  have  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  have  now  at  Corinth, 
Miss.,  18  miles  from  the  Tennessee  River  (Pittsburg),  junction  of 
Mobile  and  Ohio  and  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroads,  15,000  to 
20,000  troops. 

At  Henderson  Station,  18  miles  from  Coffee  Landing,  1  ennessee 
River,  and  35  miles  by  railroad  from  Corinth,  some  10,000  or  12,000, 
bodies  of  troops  arriving  every  day,  mostly  from  Columbus,  and  some 
from  Louisiana. 
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At  Bear  Creek  Bridge,  7  miles  back  of  Eastport,  Miss.,  they  have 
from  8,000  to  10,000,  and  are  fortifying. 

At  Chickasaw,  Ala.,  I  understand,  they  are  erecting  heavy  bat¬ 
teries.  This  last  not  very  reliable. 

Information  received  last  night  near  Savannah,  Tenn.,  from  a  reli¬ 
able  source  indicates  that  General  [A.  Sidney]  Johnston,  with  all  his 
force,  is  falling  back  from  Murfreesboro  to  Decatur,  Ala.,  the  place 
where  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad  crosses  the  Tennessee 
River  and  the  junction  of  the  railroad  leading  from  Nashville  to 
that  place,  showing  that,  they  are  preparing  to  send  large  reinforce¬ 
ments  to  Bear  Creek. 

The  result  of  the  recent  elections  in  Hardin  and  McNairy  counties, 
South  Tennessee,  will  prove  to  you  that  the  Union  sentiment  is  very 
strong  throughout  that  section  of  the  State. 

The  former  gave  500  majority  for  the  Union  candidate  out  of  a 
poll  of  1,000  votes;  the  latter  gave  200  majority  Union  out  of  a  poll 
of  1,800  votes.  1 

.  The  constant  cry  from  them  to  me  is,  “  Send  us  arms  and  a  suffi¬ 
cient  force  to  protect  us  in  organizing  and  we  will  drive  the  seces¬ 
sionists  out  of  Tennessee  ourselves.” 

I  enlisted  a  few  more  men.  Captain  Phillips  recruited  several 
for  his  company. 

I  have  captured  J.  B.  Kendrick,  of  Captain  [B.  A.]  Fitzgerald’s 
company  of  Tennessee  volunteers,  who  represents  himself  as  a'Tolonel 
of  militia  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Clay  Kendrick,  private  in 
Captain  Fitzgerald’s  company,  Colonel  Crews’s  regiment,  Tennessee 
volunteers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Gwin, 

Lieutenant ,  Comdg.  Division  of  Gunboats  on  T ennessee  River. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer 
F oote ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  various  matters. 


Navy  Department,  March  1 ,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  As  we  are  just  receiving  your  letters  of  the  31st 
December,  1861,  I  fancy  you  never  got  any  of  my  notes.  I  observed 
that  you  were  taken  down  from  Clarksville  when  bound  to  Nashville, 
and  I  imagined  the  reason  at  once.  I  also  notice  your  proposition 
about  first  going  to  Fort  Henry.  I  Avill  take  care  that,  these  matters 
shall  be  placed  publicly  to  your  credit ;  have  no  fears  on  that  head. 
Carter  has  raised  you  100  men  at  Erie,  and  50  seamen  will  go  from 
New  York.  We  do  this  with  five  ships  waiting  for  crews,  and  the 
Narragansett  not  yet  relieved,  though  their  times  are  up.  Please 
keep  us  posted  up  with  official  documents  and  copies  of  telegraphs,  as 
in  the  [Forts]  Henry  and  Donelson  affairs— all  received— so  that  I  can 
have  copies  in  the  hands  of  naval  friends.  J.  W.  Grimes,  of  the  Sen- 
ate,  is  your  strong  friend ;  perhaps  a  note  to  him,  giving  a  narrative 
(not  complaining),  would  be  agreeable.  Your  reputation  is  that  of 
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the  Navy  and  the  cause,  and  well  you  have  sustained  it  under  difficul¬ 
ties  that  place  the  entire  credit  on  your  head,  and  none  here,  or  with 
the  Western  general.  I  understand  him.  Is  Perry  sick  or  well?  I 
wish  some  trophy  of  your  noble  fight  at  Fort  Henry.  Can  you  send 
any  little  flags  or  old  swords  for  distribution  to  the  naval  committees? 
With  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  health  and  safety — success  you 
will  win — 

Yours,  most  truly, 

G.  Y.  Fox. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  Western  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis  March  1,  1862. 

Transportation  is  going  down  the  river  for  General  Pope  as  rapidly 
as  we  can  collect  it.  If  he  can  reach  the  river  a  little  above  New 
Madrid  and  out  of  the  reach  of  their  guns,  he  may  cut  off  all  rein¬ 
forcements  from  Columbus.  Consult  Commodore  Foote,  and  with 
Pope  fix  a  day  for  the  attack  on  New  Madrid  and  a  mortar  bombard¬ 
ment  of  Columbus.  My  idea  of  the  demonstration  on  Columbus  is 
to  anchor  the  mortar  boats  near  the  bank  on  the  Belmont  side,  so  as 
to  be  covered,  and  use  the  gunboats  mainly  to  defend  them.  The  gun¬ 
boats  should  not  be  much  exposed,  but  should  reserve  themselves  for 
the  real  attack. 

Send  copy  of  this  to  General  Pope. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

M  aj  or- General. 

Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Cairo. 


Personal  letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag -Officer 

Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

Washington  City ,  March  1, 1862. 

My  Dear  Foote:  I  want  you  to  send  officially  to  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  the  facts  with  reference  to  the  project  for  taking  Fort  Henry, 
[Tenn.].  You  sent  a  telegram  bearing  on  the  matter  to  Commodore 
Smith,  which  Fox  has  had  copied  and  handed  to  several  senators; 
but  he  thinks,  as  I  think,  that  so  important  a  document,  together  with 
the  concomitant  circumstances,  should  be  placed  on  the  archives  of 
the  Department,  as  much  for  your  reputation  as  for  the  credit  of 
the  Navy. 

The  President,  directed  me  yesterday  to  telegraph  Halleck  to  send 
the  two  gunboats  from  the  Cumberland  to  Cairo  for  repairs,  as  you 
requested,  and  Halleck  replied,  “  They  have  been  sent  to  Nashville  by 
direction  of  General  McClellan,”  which  1  have  not  shown  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  as  it  might  make  trouble ;  and  more  especially  since  you  say  in 
your  dispatch  of  yesterday  that  the  boats  would  be  required  some  time 
longer  up  the  rivers. 
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The  Department  has  sent  you  all  the  drilled  seamen,  50,  that  could 
be  spared,  and  they  have  been  jerked  out  of  the  Sabine ,  very  much 
to  the  disgust  of  Commodore  Ringgold,  the  captain  of  that  ship.  * 

I  take  your  dispatches  to  the  President  at  whatever  moment,  night 
or  day,  they  arrive,  and  as  I  rarely  leave  the  wires  before  2  or  3 
o’clock  in  the  morning  the  telegrams  never  lie  idle.  From  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  mortar  business,  he  was  perplexed  to  know  how  to  get 
matters  straight,  but  when  he  put  me  on  the  track  I  made  it  clear  to 
him,  and  since  then  the  machine  has  been  flying  along  with  not  a 
break-down  or  any  risk  of  a  break-up,  so  long  as  I  can  hold  on  to  the 
levers. 

******  * 


Your  Nashville  proclamation  is  thought  by  everybody  to  have 
been  excellent  and  not  a  word  too  much  or  too  few,  and  the  only  sen¬ 
sible  document  of  the  kind  yet  published. 

I  wish  you  all  manner  of  health  and  success,  my  friend,  and  hope 
soon  to  hear  that  you  are  playing  “  Hail  Columbia  ”  at  Columbus. 

Ever  faithfully,  yours, 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Cairo. 


H.  A.  Wise, 

U.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  1 ,  1862. 

(Received  March  2d.) 

Three  more  mortars  are  mounted,  making  35.  Three  mortar  boats 
remain  and  two  mortars. 

I  have  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  have  the  rebel  gun¬ 
boat  Eastport,  lately  captured  in  the  Tennessee  River,  fitted  up  as  a 
gunboat,  with  her  machinery  in  and  lumber.  She  can  be  fitted  out  for 
about  $20,000,  and  in  three  weeks.  We  want  such  a  fast  and  powerful 
boat.  Do  telegraph  about  her,  as  we  now  have  carpenters  and  cargo 
ahead  on  her  and  she  is  just  what  we  want.  I  should  run  about  in 
her  and  save  time  and  do  good  service.  Our  other  ironclad  boats  are 
too  slow.  The  Eastport  was  a  steamer  on  the  river,  and  she,  being;  a 
good  boat,  would  please  the  West.  & 

No  reply  yet  from  the  Secretary  and  time  is  precious. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  °^cer’ 

Navy  Department. 


Columbus ,  Ky.,  evacuated  by  the  Confederates  and  occupied  by  the 
Union  forces  March  1-4, 1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Cairo,  March  1,  1862. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  sent  with  a  flag  of  truce 
to-day  to  Columbus,  has  this  instant  returned,  and  reports  that 
Columbus  is  being  evacuated.  He  saw  the  rebels  burning  their  winter 
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quarters  and  removing  their  heavy  guns  on  the  bluffs,  but  the  guns 
in  the  water  batteries  remain  intact.  He  also  saw  a  large  force  of 
cavalry  drawn  up  ostentatiously  on  the  bluffs,  but  no  infantry  to  be 
seen  as  heretofore.  An  encampment  seen  in  our  armed  reconnoissance 
a  few  days  since  has  been  removed.  Large  fires  were  visible  in  the 
town  of  Columbus  and  upon  the  river  banks  below,  indicating  the 
destruction  of  the  town,  military  stores,  and  equipments.  I  shall 
consult  General  Cullum  and  we  shall  probably  proceed  to  Columbus  ~ 
with  the  force  we  have  ready  soon  after  daylight.  General  Polk 
informs  us  that  he  will  send  a  flag  of  truce  at  meridian  to-morrow  to 
the  point  where  the  flags  of  truce  met  to-day,  in  reference  to  which 
we  shall  be  governed  according  to  circumstances.  But  as  General 
Cullum  has  not  been  fully  consulted,  I  can  give  no  particular  infor¬ 
mation  of  our  movements  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  0. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  3,  1862. 

I  have  made  an  armed  reconnoissance  within  3  or  4  miles  of  Colum¬ 
bus  to-day  with  the  ironclad  steamers  Cincinnati  and  Louisville ,  with 
Commanders  Stembel,  Dove,  and  Phelps,  but  the  rain  and  dense  fog 
prevented  us  from  ascertaining  whether  or  not  the  water  battery  had 
been  removed,  although  we  saw  fires  at  Columbus  and  in  rear  of  the 
bluff  upon  which  heavy  guns  had  been  mounted,  indicating  an  evacu¬ 
ation.  I  shall  propose  to  General  Cullum  to  confer  with  General 
Halleck,  suggesting  that  in  a  few  days  a  land  force,  together  with 
several  gun  and  mortar  boats,  return  to  Columbus  and  take  possession 
of  that  place. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  Ky.,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  Columbus  is  in  our  possession.  My  armed  reconnoissance  on 
the  2d  instant  caused  a  hasty  evaluation,  the  rebels  leaving  quite  a 
number  of  guns  and  carriages,  ammunition,  and  large  quantity  of 
shot  and  shell,  a  considerable  number  of  anchors,  and  the  remnant  of 
chain  lately  stretched  across  the  river,  with  a  large  number  of  torpe¬ 
does.  Most  of  the  huts,  tents,  and  quarters  destroyed.  The  works 
are  of  very  great  strength,  consisting  of  formidable  tiers  of  batteries 
on  the  water  side  and  on  the  land  side  surrounded  by  a  ditch  and 
abatis.  General  Sherman,  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps, 
not  knowing  that  the  works  were  last  evening  occupied  by  400  cav¬ 
alry  of  the  Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  as  a  scouting  party  sent  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  from  Paducah,  made  a  bold  dash  to  the 
the  batteries,  hoisting  the  American  flag  on  the  summit  of  the  bluff, 
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greeted  by  the  hearty  cheers  of  our  brave  tars  and  soldiers.  The  force 
consisted  of  6  gunboats,  4  mortar  boats,  and  3  transports,  having  on 
board  two  regiments  and  two  battalions  of  infantry,  under  command 
of  Colonel  Buford,  General  Cullum  and  General  Sherman  being  in 
command  of  the  troops.  The  former,  leaving  a  sick  bed  to  go  ashore, 
discovered  what  was  evidently  a  magazine  on  fire  at  both  extremities, 
and  immediately  ordered  the  train  to  be  cut  and  thus  saved  the  lives 
of  the  garrison.  While  I  can  not  express  too  strongly  my  admiration 
of  the  gallantry  and  wise  counsels  of  the  distinguished  aid  and  engi¬ 
neer  of  General  Halleck,  General  Cullum,  I  must  add  that  Command¬ 
ers  Dove,  Walke,  and  Stembel,  and  Lieutenants  Commanding  Paul¬ 
ding,  Thompson,  Shirk,  and  Phelps,  the  latter  being  in  command  of 
the  mortar  division,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Lyford,  of  the  Ordnance 
Corps  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  nobly  performed  their  duty.  I  have  my 
flag  aboard  the  Cincinnati ,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Commander 
Stembel.  General  Sherman  remains  temporarily  in  command  at 
Columbus. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Cincinnati, 

Columbus ,  March  d,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  telegram  sent  to 
the  Department  to-day  announcing  the  fall  of  Columbus. 

The  fleet  not  being  in  a  condition  to  proceed  down  to  Island  No. 
10,  and  to  New  Madrid,  where  the  rebels  are  reported  as  fortifying,  I 
leave  for  Cairo  immediately  to  make  the  necessary  preparation  'for 
going  down  the  river  with  a  suitable  force  of  gunboats  and  mortar 
boats  m  a  proper  condition  for  effective  service.  I  am  fully  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  importance  of  proceeding  to  New  Madrid  as  soon 
as  possible,  where  General  Pope  has  arrived  with  10,000  men;  but 
such  is  the  condition  of  my  command  that  I  shall  decline  moving,  as 
I  informed  Generals  Sherman  and  Cullum,  unless  I  am  ordered  to  do 
so  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  I  must  be  the  judge  of  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  fleet  and  when  it  is  prepared  for  the  service  required. 

It  is  due  to  Commander  Pennock,  the  fleet  captain,  and  to  Mr.  San¬ 
ford,  the  ordnance  officer  of  the  flotilla,  to  say  to  the  Department  that 
these  efficient  officers  earnestly  entreated  me  to  permit  them  to  go  on 
this  expedition  as  well  as  up  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers 
but  their  services  in  preparing  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  at  Cairo  be¬ 
ing  absolutely  necessary,  I  reluctantly  denied  their  application  from 
a  sense  of  duty  to  the  Government;  yet  their  services  should  be  re¬ 
garded  as  important  to  the  great  object  of  the  expedition  as  if  they 
had  participated  personally  in  the  different  actions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

T ,  ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City ,  D.  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  1 ,  1862 . 

Captain  Phelps  reports  Columbus  being  evacuated  now;  guns, 
except  from  water  battery,  removed;  quarters  burned.  Large  force 
of  cavalry  but  no  infantry  visible.  Encampment  seen  Tuesday  on 
bluff  gone.  Columbus  on  fire  and  stores  probably  being  destroyed. 
Polk  did  not  send  ladies,  but  proposes  sending  flag  to  some  point  to¬ 
morrow  at  12  o’clock.  Foote  will  make  demonstration  to-morrow  or 
Monday. 

G.  W.  ClILLUM, 

B  rigadicr-  General. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Cullum,  U.  S.  Army. 

Columbus,  Ivy.,  March  4,  1862. 

Columbus,  the  Gibraltar  of  the  West,  is  ours,  and  Kentucky  is 
free,  thanks  to  the  brilliant  strategy  of  the  campaign,  by  which  the 
enemy’s  center  was  pierced  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  his  wings 
isolated  from  each  other  and  turned,  compelling  thus  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  his  strongholds  of  Bowling  Green  first  and  now  Columbus. 

At  4  o’clock  this  morning  the  flotilla,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote, 
consisting  of  six  gunboats,  commanded  by  Captains  Dove,  Walke, 
Stembel,  Paulding,  Thompson,  and  Shirk ;  and  four  mortar  boats,  in 
charge  of  Captain  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Lyford, 
Ordnance  Corps,  U.  S.  Army ;  and  three  transports,  conveying  Colonel 
Buford’s  Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Kegiment  and  battalions  of  the 
Fifty-fourth  and  Seventy-first  Ohio  and  Fifty-fifth  Illinois,  com¬ 
manded  by  Majors  Andrews  and  Sanger,  the  whole  brigade  being 
under  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  who  rendered  me  most  valuable 
and  efficient  assistance. 

On  arriving  at  Columbus  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether  the  forti¬ 
fications  were  occupied  by  our  own  cavalry  on  a  scout  from  Paducah 
or  by  the  enemy.  Every  preparation  was  made  for  opening  fire  and 
landing  the  infantry  when  General  Sherman  and  Captain  Phelps, 
with  30  soldiers,  made  a  dashing  reconnoissance  with  a  tug,  steaming 
directly  under  the  wrater  batteries.  Satisfied  that  our  troops  had  pos¬ 
session,  they  landed,  ascended  to  the  summit  of  the  bluff,  and  together 
planted  the  stars  and  stripes  amid  the  heartiest  cheers  of  our  brave 
tars  and  soldiers. 

Though  rising  from  a  sick  bed  to  go  upon  the  expedition,  I  could 
not  resist  landing  to  examine  the  works,  which  are  of  immense 
strength,  consisting  of  tiers  upon  tiers  of  batteries  on  the  river  front 
and  a  strong  parapet  and  ditch,  covered  by  a  thick  abatis,  on  the  land 
side.  The  fortifications  appear  to  have  been  evacuated  hastily, 
considerable  quantity  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  a  number  of 
anchors,  and  the  remnant  of  the  chain  which  was  once  stretched  oyer 
the  river,  and  a  large  supply  of  torpedoes  remaining.  Desolation 
was  visible  everywhere;  huts,  tents,  barracks  presented  nothing  but 
their  blackened  remains.  Though  the  town  was  spared,  I  discovered 
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what  appeared  a  large  magazine  smoking  from  both  extremities  and 
caused  the  train  to  be  immediately  cut.  A  garrison  was  left  in  the 
work  of  nearly  2,000  infantry  and  400  cavalry,  which  I  will 
strengthen  immediately. 

I  urged  upon  Flag-Officer  Foote  the  importance  of  immediately 
attacking  the  batteries  of  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid,  but  that 
gallant  commodore,  after  consulting  with  his  brave  captains,  wTas  of 
the  opinion  that  two  or  three  days  of  repairs  to  the  gunboats  was 
indispensable. 

G.  W.  Cullum, 

Brigadier-General  Volunteer h,  U.  S.  Army ,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  Ky.,  March  2, 186 2. 

The  work  is  done.  Columbus  gone.  Self  and  staff  move  in  half 
an  hour.  Everything  secured. 

L.  Polk. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  Mar. 


Report  of  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  First  Grand  Division,  Army  of  the  Mississippi, 

Humboldt ,  Tenn .,  March  If,  1862. 
******  * 

In  pursuance  to  instructions  received  from  the  Department  I 
evacuated  Columbus,  as  I  informed  Mr.  Benjamin  by  telegraph,  on 
the  3d.  The  work  was  done  promptly  and  thoroughly,  though  under 
the  guns  of  the  enemy’s  boats.  The  operation  was  effectually  masked, 
and  I  retired,  all  my  military  stores  of  every  description,  ammunition^ 
and  guns  all  being  removed.  I  fired  the  buildings  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion  erected  by  the  army,  and  with  my  staff  brought  up  the  rear.  I 
had  been  there  just  six  months;  had  a  small  force  always  under  my 
command ;  had  made  the  post  well-nigh  impregnable ;  a  solid  barrier, 
shutting  out  the  enemy  from  the  Mississippi  Valley  by  the  river.  The 
necessity  compelling  its  abandonment  was  a  trying  one,  but  it  was 
met  as  described. 

I  have  taken  position  below  at  Island  No.  10,  where  I  have  erected 
a  series  of  batteries,  which  makes  the  passage  down  the  river  by  boats 
as  difficult  as  at  Columbus,  and  which  can  be  held  by  a  much  smaller 
force.  I  send  you,  by  the  messenger  who  takes  this,  maps  of  the 
locality.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy’s  gunboats  can  pass  the  island, 
and  think  that  General  McCown,  with  his  army  of  8,000,  will  hold  it. 
He  has  part  of  his  force  at  New  Madrid,  part  at  Madrid  Bend  and 
Island  No.  10.  His  right  flank  is  protected  by  a  chain  of  lakes.  Hoi- 
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lips’  fleet  is  aiding  him  in  holding  New  Madrid.  If  he  should  have  to 
give  that  point  up  it  would  not  involve  by  any  means  a  surrender  of 
the  river  (I  mean  the  town  of  New  Madrid,  and  indeed  the  Missouri 
shore) .  He  can  hold  the  island  and  the  bend,  and  keep  the  enemy  off 
from  the  Tennessee  side  by  his  gunboats. 

^  ^  ^  H*  Jfc  jJ:  ^ 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

L.  Polk, 

M ajor- General ,  Commanding. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  \Mareh\  2,  1862. 

The  President  instructs  me  to  inform  you  that  you  have  his  author¬ 
ity  to  fit  the  steamer  Eastport  according  to  the  plan  proposed  in  your 
telegram  to  me  dated  yesterdav. 

H.  A.  Wise, 
Assistant  Ordnance. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  March  3,  1862. 

(Received  10  a.  m.,  4th.) 

Thirty-seven  mortars  are  mounted  and  one  mortar  astray;  but  we 
have  enough  and  to  spare. 

I  go  to  Columbus  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow  with  five  gunboats,  four  mor¬ 
tar  boats,  and  two  regiments  to  take  possession. 

Say  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  I  shall  give  a  general  order 
not  to  land  from  gunboats  in  my  absence,  as  men  must  not  be  risked 
except  in  fighting  on  board.  The  army  ought  to  do  the  shore  work. 

Generals  Cullum  and  Sherman  go  with  me  in  the  morning. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Gwin ,  U .  S. 

Navy ,  restricting  the  naval  force  from  operations  on  shore. 

Cairo,  M arch  4-,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  report  and  have  forwarded  it  to  the  hon¬ 
orable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  commendatory  remarks.  But  I 
must  give  a  general  order  that  no  commander  will  land  men  to  make 
an  attack  on  shore.  Our  gunboats  are  to  be  used  as  forts,  and  as  they 
have  no  more  men  than  are  necessary  to  man  the  guns,  and  as  the  army 
must  do  'the  shore  work,  and  as  the  enemy  want  nothing  better  than  to 
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entice  our  men  on  shore  and  overpower  them  with  superior  numbers, 
the  commanders  must  not  operate  on  shore,  but  confine  themselves  to 
their  vessels. 

In  haste,  respectfully,  etc., 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin. 

P-  S. — Be  cautious,  as  it  is  an  element  equally  necessary  to  bravery; 
and  life  must  not  be  risked  without  a  prospect  of  entire  success. 

A.  II.  F. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  or  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  March  4,  1862. 

The  gun  and  mortar  boats  should  not  wait  for  repairs,  but  make 
an  immediate  demonstration  on  Island  No.  10,  and,  if  possible,  assist 
General  Pope  at  New  Madrid.  This  is  of  vital  importance,  and  there 
should  be  no  delay.  I  have  much  better  information  than  you  have 
of  the  condition  of  affairs,  and,  where  possible,  my  instructions 
should  be  obeyed. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

1\£  CL'JOV-  (jrSTtCTdly 

Brigadier-General  Cullum  and  Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  March  5 ,  1862. 

The  soldiers  sent  here  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  are  clamor¬ 
ous  for  their  arrears  of  pay,  due  them  previous  to  their  coming  out 
which  they  say  was  promised  them  on  their  arrival  here. 

Will  you  immediately  ascertain  how  these  men  can  be  paid  up  to 
the  time  of  their  transfer  to  the  gunboat  service,  as  we  can  not  pay 
them  in  this  way,  which  causes  great  disaffection  among  them. 

I  pay  them  as  seamen  at  the  rate  of  $18  per  month  from  the  time 
of  entering  in  the  gunboat  service,  without  any  reference  to  their 
army  accounts.  They  ought  to  be  paid  up  to  the  time  of  their 
transfer  to  the  Navy. 

Idie  pilot  houses  and  some  other  parts  of  the  gunboats  and 
machinery  being  out  of  order,  I  can  not  with  safety  move  down  the 
river  for  two  or  three  days. 

Mortar  boats  are  nearly  ready. 


Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 
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[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  March  5 ,  1862 — 5:30  p.  m. 
The  President  has  issued  instructions  to  the  War  Office  to  pay  the 
men  transferred  from  the  Army. 

The  shrapnel  and  ordnance  mechanic  went  by  express  to-day. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  March  5 , 1862. 

Foote  h"s  in  his  flotilla  VUI-inch  guns  of  63-cwt.,  1  X-inch  Dahl¬ 
gren,  IX-inch  Dahlgren,  and  the  howitzers  you  have  sent.  He  has 
besides  the  army  42-pounder  rifled,  which  I  presume  will  not  require 
tools. 


Captain  Dahlgren. 


H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  March  5 ,  1862. 

(Received  6th.) 

I  left  two  mortar  boats  yesterday  at  Columbus,  and  am  preparing 
eight  more  to  move  next  week  on  Island  No.  10  and  upon  New 
Madrid. 

The  gunboats  have  been  so  much  cut  up  in  the  late  engagements  at 
Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  in  the  pilot  houses,  hulls,  and  disabled 
machinery,  that  I  could  not  induce  the  pilot  to  go  in  them  again  in  a 
fight  until  they  are  repaired. 

I  regret  this,  as  we  ought  to  move  in  the  quickest  possible  time, 
but  I  have  declined  doing  it,  being  utterly  unprepared,  although 
General  Halleck  says  go,  and  not  wait  for  repairs;  but  that  can  not 
be  done  without  creating  a  stampede  amongst  the  pilots  and  most  of 
the  newly  made  officers,  to  say  nothing  of  the  disasters  which  must 
follow  if  the  rebels  fight  as  they  have  done  of  late. 

We  want  no  more  men. 

I  have  sent  an  additional  ironclad  gunboat  to  Columbus. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 

N  w  R — vol  22 - 42 
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[Telegram.] 

March  6,  1862 — 9  a.  m. 

The  mechanic  is  ready  to  start  and  will  go  to  Cairo  to-day.  No 
IX-inch  shrapnel  have  been  sent  to  Cairo.  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
send  some? 

The  42-pounders  on  the  Benton  and  other  boats  should  be  replaced 
by  IX-inch  or  XI- inch  guns. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Captain  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Ordnance. 


Letter  from  Brigadie^General  CuTlum ,  II.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 

Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  a  demonstration  upon  Island  No.  10 

and  New  Madrid. 

Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Cairo ,  III.,  March  6,  1862. 

Flag-Officer  :  Major-General  Halleck  desires  that  a  demonstration 
by  gun  and  mortar  boats  should  be  made  by  Monday  morning  next 
upon  Island  No.  10  and  then  upon  New  Madrid,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  command  of  General  Pope,  now  in  front  of  that  place.  The  forces 
of  General  Pope  are  needed  for  movement  up  the  Tennessee  and 
must  be  ordered  back  without  results  unless  we  can  bring  them  by 
river  early  next  week,  after  capturing  Island  No.  10  and  New 
Madrid. 

To  effect  these  important  results,  I  desire  to  know  whether  you  can 
have  ready  for  service  by  Sunday  night  four  gun  and  four  "mortar 
boats;  if  so,  I  will  provide  transports  for  movement  of  land  forces 
for  as  many  as  may  be  necessary  to  remove  from  New  Madrid  and 
such  portion  of  General  Pope’s  'forces  as  can  be  safely  spared  after 
capturing  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10. 

Your  immediate  attention  will  greatly  oblige, 

Yours,  respectfully,  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Cullum, 

Brigadier-General ,  Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineers. 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Flotilla ,  Western  Waters. 


Order  of  Major-General  Halleck ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Brigadier-General 
CuTlum ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  regarding  faulty  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
the  Navy. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  March  7, 1862. 

I  did  not  wish  Commodore  Foote  to  attack  Island  No.  10  with  his 
gunboats.  On  the  contrary,  I  directed  that  they  should  not  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  enemy’s  batteries.  All  they  were  to  be  used  for  was  to  pro¬ 
tect,  the  mortar  boats  from  sharpshooters  and  field  batteries.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  few  hours’  bombardment  with  mortar  boats  would  have 
caused  the  enemy  to  evacuate.  If  not,  it  would  have  served  as  a 
demonstration  and  reconnoissance.  If  my  instructions  had  been 
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obeyed  in  the  bombardment  of  Columbus,  we  should  have  saved  much 
of  the  enemy’s  guns  and  property.  I  repeat,  I  do  not  want  the  gun¬ 
boats  to  fight  till  they  are  ready. 

As  Commodore  Foote  declines  to  cooperate,  General  Pope’s  army 
will  be  immediately  withdrawn,  except  so  much  as  may  be  necessary 
to  secure  the  road  against  any  advance  of  the  enemy.  I  will  telegraph 
him  orders,  to  be  immediately  forwarded  from  Cairo.  Provide  trans¬ 
portation  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  send  them  up  the  Tennessee. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General. 

Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Cairo. 


Unofficial  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- 
Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  construction  of 
ironclads. 


Navy  Department,  March  7,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore  :  Under  the  law  authorizing  the  building  of 
ironclad  vessels  the  Department  proposes  to  construct  some  of  them 
on  the  Western  waters,  and  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  you  could 
give  your  views,  either  directly  to  the  Department  or  to  some  of 
those  persons  West  who  propose  to  meet  the  advertisement  of  the 
Department.  We  ought  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  you 
have  acquired  in  actual  battle. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

G.  Y.  Fox. 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 


March  7,  1862 — 2 :  25  p.  m. 

Can  you  send  the  screw  cutter  to  Cairo,  and  will  it  be  necessary  to 
send  a  workman  wfith  it? 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Captain  Dahlgren, 

Navy  Yard. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  7, 1862. 

(Received  1:15  p.  m.,  8th.) 

The  Benton  is  underway  and  barely  stems  the  strong  current  of  the 
Ohio,  which  is  5  knots  per  hour  in  this  rise  of  water,  but  hope,  by 
putting  her  between  two  ironclad  steamers  to-morrow,  she  will  stem 
the  current  and  work  comparatively  well.  I  will  report  to-morrow. 

I  hope  on  Wednesday  to  take  down  seven  ironclad  gunboats  and  ten 
mortar  boats  to  attack  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid. 
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A  portion  of  iron  plating  for  pilot  houses  and  chains  are  yet  on 
board  of  a  steamer  from  Cincinnati  which  Avas  pressed  to  go  up  to 
the  Cumberland,  but  will  be  here  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

As  the  current  in  the  Mississippi  is  in  some  places  7  knots  per  hour, 
the  ironclad  boats  can  hardly  return  here,  therefore  we  must  go  well 
prepared,  which  detains  us  longer  than  even  you  would  imagine  nec¬ 
essary  from  your  navy-yard  and  smooth-water  standpoint. 

Assistant  Secretary  Scott  has  been  to  Columbus  to-day  and  received 
General  PilloAv’s  official  report. 

We  are  doing  our  best,  but  our  difficulties  and  trials  are  legion. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


Medical  report  regarding  injury  sustained  by  Flag-Officer  Foote 

V.  S.  Navy. 

Cairo,  March  8,  1862. 

I  have  to-day  carefully  examined  the  residts  of  the  injury  which 
Flag-Officer  Foote  received  on  the  14th  of  last  month  in  the  attack  on 
Fort  Donelson  and  found  them  as  follows:  The  anterior  portion  of 
the  instep  of  the  left  foot  is  considerably  SAvollen  and  painful,  es¬ 
pecially  when  pressure  is  made  on  the  center  of  the  back  and  sole  of 
the  foot,  or  when  movements  of  the  toes  are  attempted.  The  skin 
does  not  present  any  discoloration,  the  sheaths  of  the  tendons  of  the 
extensors  of  the  toes  are  distended  and  the  periosteum  of  the  meta¬ 
tarsal  bones  of  the  great  and  second  toes  thickened ;  in  other  words, 
the  effects  of  the  bruise  have  entirely  ceased,  as  far  as  the  skin  and 
areolar  tissue  are  concerned,  while  they  are  still  existing  in  the  fibrous 
structures  of  the  part.  The  bones  were  not  directly  injured,  nor  is 
there  any  displacement  or  secondary  affections  of  the  articulations 
with  which  they. enter.  Judging  from  the  present  aspects  of  the  case, 
and  the  length  of  time  elapsed  since  the  infliction  of  the  injury,  I 
must  suppose  that  it  was  either  of  a  very  severe  character  from  the 
first,  or  that  very  little,  if  any,  improvement  has  taken  place  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  neglect  of  the  main  [requirements]  of  a  cure,  viz,  abso¬ 
lute  rest  and  horizontal  position  of  the  whole  extremity. 

Geofrey  Aiguer,  M.  D. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Grant , 
U.  S.  Army ,  transmitting  copy  of  telegram  expressing  opinion 
regarding  capture  of  Fort  Henry. 

Cairo,  March  8 ,  1862. 

My  Dear  General:  In  your  letter  to  me  enclosing  your  sister’s 
touching  and  beautiful  note,  shoAving  a  highly  cultivated  and  delicate 
mind,  crowned  with  strong  religious  faith,  you  mention  Phelps’s  con- 
giatulatory  letter,  but  make  no  allusion  to  mine.  I  also  wrote  you 
as  earnest,  if  not  as  good,  an  effusion  of  congratulation  at  being 
promoted,  as  it  Avere,  on  that  sanguinary  field  where  you  have  placed 
your  name  so  high  on  the  pages  of  your  country’s  history,  but  it 
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seems  you  clicl  not  receive  this;  therefore,  take  this  as  a  substitute, 
and  gi\  e  my  love,  the  love  of  an  old  man,  to  your  accomplished  sister, 
who  I  know  will  take  it  from  the  friend  of  her  distinguished  brother. 

I  send  a  copy  of  my  telegram  and  shall  be  most  happy  to  enlarge 
upon  it,  giving  the  details  if  you  wish,  as  we  were  anxious  to  proceed 
against  1  ort  Henry  before  I  ever  heard  of  its  being  the  intention  to 
do  so  from  any  higher  quarter. 

Excuse  my  chirography  and  composition,  as  I  am  in  a  hurry,  and 
believe  me  as  ever, 

Yours,  most  faithfully, 


Major-General  Grant, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


A.  H.  Foote. 


[Enclosure.] 

Cairo,  January  28,  1862. 

Commanding  General  Grant  and  myself  are  of  opinion  that  Fort 
Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  can  be  carried  with  four  ironclad 
gunboats  and  troops  to  permanently  occupy. 

Have  we  your  authority  to  move  for  that  purpose  when  ready? 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

[General  ITalleck.] 

[Endorsement.] 


The  above  copy  was  forwarded  by  Commodore  Foote,  who  re¬ 
quested  me  to  verify  it  at  the  telegraph  office. 

It  (the  office  copy)  differs  from  the  above  slightly.  As  it  stands 
above,  with  erasures  and  interlineations,  it  comports  with  the  office 
copy.  Commodore  Foote  thinks  his  copy  right,  as  he  says  he  would 
hardly  have  addressed  you  as  “Commanding  Grant.” 

c.  c.  w. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  8,  1862. 

Sent  first  telegram  to  Pope  at  10,  and  at  2  a  special  messenger,  with 
your  last  instructions.  Have  urged  Foote  again  and  again  to  go 
down  with  gun  and  mortar  boats,  but  can  not  induce  him  to  move 
before  Wednesday.  Will  have  railroad  so  far  completed  to-morrow 
as  to  send  the  whole  reinforcements  to  Pope,  unless  you  direct  other¬ 
wise. 


Major-General  Halleck. 


G.  W.  Cullum, 

Brigadier-General. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  March  8,  1862. 

Two  additional  gunboats  (unarmored  will  do)  should  be  sent  up 
the  Tennessee.  I  have  just  received  General  Pope’s  dispatch  of  the 
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5th,  saying  that  he  occupied  Point  Pleasant  on  the  evening  of  the 
4th  and  could  hold  it.  It  so,  perhaps  he  had  better  hold  on  and  not 
withdraw  his  forces.  I  am  anxiously  waiting  for  further  infor¬ 
mation. 

H.  W.  Hallecil, 

Major-General. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  8,  1862. 

Commodore  Foote  says  it  is  impossible  for  fleet  to  be  ready  before 
Wednesday,  and  I  hope  General  Pope  can  maintain  position  until 
then. 

Can  you  arrange  to  meet  General  Buell  in  Louisville  on  Monday  ? 
If  you  leave  St.  Louis  Sunday  evening  by  way  of  Mitchell  you 
can  reach  Louisville  on  Monday  morning.  General  Buell  can  reach 
Louisville  Sunday  night  or  Monday  morning.  It  seems  to  me 
important  that  an  interview  should  take  place,  and  thus  fully  under¬ 
stand  the  work  before  both.  Please  answer. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Major-General  Halleck. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General 
Cullum,  U.  S.  Army,  stating  his  unreadiness  to  cooperate  against 
Island  No.  10. 


Cairo,  March  8,  1862. 

General  :  I  have  repeatedly  stated  to  you  and  to  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  Scott  that  I  shall  not  be  ready  with  the  flotilla  to  move  on 
Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid  until  Wednesday,  leaving  here  in  the 
course  of  that  day  with  gun  and  mortar  boats. 

If  I  am  peremptorily  ordered  to  move  before  that  time  by  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War  Colonel  Scott,  I  shall  try  to  do  it,  but  under  a 
remonstrance  that  I  shall  deem  it  an  act  involving,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  the  most  disastrous  consequences  to  the  flotilla  and  to  the 
service  for  which  it  was  designed  to  perform. 

The  pilot  houses  are  unsafe  and  the  vessels  are  not  in  a  condition 
which  would  enable  them  to  make  anything  of  a  stand  against  such 
a  resistance  as  the  rebels  have  made  in  every  instance.  I  can  not, 
therefore,  except  under  this  strong  remonstrance,  be  a  partv  to  an  act 
which  I  believe  would  terminate  in  the  utter  demoralization  of  my 
command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Brigadier-General 


Geo.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineers. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Quartermaster- 
General ,  U.  /S'.  Army ,  regarding  pay  for  the  men. 

Cairo,  March  9,  1862. 

My  Dear  General:  Your  letter  referring  to  the  payment  of  sol¬ 
diers  $18  per  month  was  received  this  evening,  and  as  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  Scott  is  here,  who  fully  understands  the  peculiarities  and  em¬ 
barrassments  of  our  condition,  I  asked  him  if  he  would  explain  it, 
and  have  given  him  your  letter  for  that  purpose. 

Situated  as  we  are  here,  and  having  at  times  received  men  from 
St.  Louis  who  were  discharged  from  the  Army  after  shipping  in  the 
flotilla,  I  naturally,  even  if  not  properly,  applied  the  same  rule  or 
rate  of  pay  as  to  them.  It  would  be  difficult,  indeed,  to  go  on  with 
the  flotilla,  or  even  to  keep  the  men,  if  we  made  a  difference  in  per¬ 
sons  performing  the  same  duty  now.  It  would  lead  to  a  stampede 
among  them  if  we  attempt  to  reduce  their  pay;  and  if  it  is  to  be 
charged  against  me  by  the  Government,  I  must  see  the  flotilla  is  not 
rendered  ineffective,  or  keep  up  the  rate  of  pay  which  I  have  insti¬ 
tuted.  Still,  the  loss  of  half  or  all  my  pay  would  in  itself  be  a  slight 
consideration  to  the  mental  agony  and  physical  exhaustion  which  I 
have  suffered  for  the  last  six  months.  No  results,  however  successful, 
would  at  all  compensate  me  for  what  I  have  suffered  in  the  progress 
of  our  work.  Although  results  which  can  tend  to  vindicate  our  right 
to  retain  all  the  States  in  the  Union  would  be  cheaply  purchased  at 
my  sacrifice  and  that  of  dozens  like  me,  with  a  wounded  foot  keep¬ 
ing  me  on  crutches  in  great  pain,  leads  me  to  say  that  whenever  the 
Department  is  disposed  to  send  any  officer  in  my  place  I  will  will¬ 
ingly  surrender  my  position  to  him. 

The  changing  of  crews,  for  want  of  men,  from  disabled  to  sound 
ships,  with  other  difficulties,  has  rendered  it  impossible,  to  keep  the 
financial,  as  well  as  all  other  departments  of  the  flotilla,  in  that  strict 
and  correct  form  that  in  a  regular  service  belonging  exclusively  to 
either  War  or  Navy  Departments  would  do;  still,  I  write  rather  to 
explain  why  I  consult  Secretary  Scott,  and  trust  that  you  will  appre¬ 
ciate  my  motives. 

We  move  on  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid  on  Wednesday,  and 
expect  to  fight  at  both  places.  I  have  sent  Captain  Wise  to  stop  re¬ 
pairs  on  the  Essex  till  the  estimates  are  sent  to  you  for  approval. 

I  am  required  to  send  Lieutenant  Wise  a  telegram  daily,  which  is 
read  to  the  President,  all  of  which  I  presume  you  understand,  which, 
with  my  absence  and  great  pressure  of  business,  has  prevented  my 
writing  to  you  much  of  late. 

In  a  great  hurry,  I  am,  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Brigadier-General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General,  W ashington,  D.  G. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  March  10 , 1862. 

Send  all  siege  guns  to  Pope  he  wants.  I  understand  you  have 
six— enough  for  both  lines.  Why  can’t  Commodore  Foote  move 
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to-morrow?  It  is  all  important.  By  delay  he  spoils  all  my  plans. 
Persuade  him  to  go  see  Scott  and  have  him  assist  you. 

H.  W.  Halle  ck, 

Major-  General. 

Brigadier-General  Cullum, 

Cairo ,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  March  10,  1862. 

Flotilla  should  go  down  the  river  as  far  as  possible  without  engag¬ 
ing  any  batteries  below  Point  Pleasant.  Forts  Randolph  and  Pillow 
will  be  turned.  No  use  to  engage  them;  but  I  want  the  navigation  of 
the  river  as  far  down  as  possible.  General  Curtis  has  just  gained  a 
great  victory  on  Sugar  Creek,  Ark.  Our  loss  1,000.  I  now  hope 
soon  to  be  able  to  go  to  the  Tennessee. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

M  ajor-  General. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  10, 1862. 

(Received  11th.) 

I  will  be  ready  Wednesday. 

We  want  nine  extra  chains  for  gunboats,  of  1^  inches,  sent  im¬ 
mediately,  with  hasp  shackles. 

We  want  four  Dahlgren  rifled  guns  of  8,000  pounds  weight,  fitted 
complete  with  carriages  and  all.  They  are  for  the  Eastport,  prize 
gunboat,  with  300  shells  for  each  of  the  rifled  guns.  Please  send 
immediately. 

Do  not  send  swivels  with  the  chains,  as  they  can  not  go  through 
the  hawse  pipes. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  March  11, 1862. 

(Received  12th.) 

Please  tell  Mr.  Lenthall  we  want  nine  chain  cables,  to  be  1J  inches 
in  diameter,  or  about  that  size,  and  90  fathoms  long. 

If  you  have  the  50-pounder  Dahlgren  rifles  of  about  8,000  pounds,  I 
would  prefer  it ;  not  the  30-pounders  if  not  of  much  less  weight  than 
8,000  pounds. 
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We  go  to-morrow,  if  we  can  raise  any  troops  from  the  Army,  to 
occupy  after  we  have  taken  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

Immediate.]  Washington  Citt, 

March  11 ,  1862 — 11  a.  m. 

Mr.  Lenthall  will  send  you  the  extra  chain  cables. 

We  have  no  Dahlgren  rifles  of  the  weight  you  ask  for  the  East- 
port ,  and  I  think  9-inch  guns  would  be  better.  If  you  coincide,  say 
the  word  and  the  guns  and  all  complete  shall  be  immediately  put  in 
motion. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  13 ,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 

(Received  14th.) 

The  ironclad  boats  can  not  be  held  when  anchored  by  the  stern  in 
this  current  on  account  of  the  rods  between  fantails  forming  the 
stern,  which  yaws  them  about,  and  as  the  sterns  of  the  boats  are  not 
clad  and  have  but  two  32-pounders  astern,  you  will  see  our  difficulty  of 
fighting  downstream.  We  must  therefore  tie  up  to  the  shore  the  best 
way  we  can  and  help  the  mortar  boats. 

I  have  long  since  expressed  to  General  Meigs  my  apprehensions 
about  these  boats’  defects. 

Do  not  have  any  gunboats  for  river  built  with  wheels  amidships, 
as  the  driftwod  would  take  the  wheels,  even  if  it  had  a  powerful 

engine.  _  ... 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  these  difficulties,  which  could  not  be  obvi¬ 
ated  when  I  came  here,  as  the  vessels  were  modeled  and  partly  built. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


Fetter  from  the  Secretary  of  IF ar  to  Charles  Ellet ,  jr.,  reguesting  an 
interview  at  the  I V ar  Department. 

War  Department, 

IF ashing  ton  City ,  D.  C March  If,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  desires  me  to  say  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  see  you  at  the  War  Department  this  afternoon  at  5  o’clock. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Thomas, 
Adjutant-General. 


Mr.  C.  Ellet,  Jr. 


666 


NAVAL,  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  senior  officer  at  Cairo , 
regarding  armament ,  eft?.,  for  the  gunboat  Eastport. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

W ashington  City ,  March  15, 1862. 
Sir:  The  armament  for  the  gunboat  Eastport,  together  with  car¬ 
riages,  equipment,  and  projectiles  complete,  has  been  ordered  for¬ 
warded  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Cairo,  and  is  as  follows: 

Two  50-pounder  Dahlgren  rifles,  5,000  pounds  each. 

Two  30-pounder  Dahlgren  rifles,  3,000  pounds  each. 

Six  32-pounders,  33  hundredweight. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Gunboat  Flotilla,  Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  March  15,  1862 — 11:10  a.  m. 
General  Meigs  desires  me  to  say  to  Flag-Officer  Foote  that  he  ad¬ 
vises  him  to  disregard  all  points  on  the  river,  to  destroy  all  rebel  gun¬ 
boats,  and  push  on  direct  to  New  Orleans. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordinance. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Cairo. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  jS.  S.  Tyler , 
regarding  a  reconnoissance  in  the  Tennessee  River  and  engagement 
with  battery  at  Chickasaw ,  Ala. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Pittsburg,  March  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders, 
I  reported  to  General  Grant  at  Fort  Foote  on  the  7th  instant  and  re¬ 
mained  at  Danville  Bridge,  25  miles  above,  awaiting  the  fleet  of  trans¬ 
ports  until  Monday  morning,  by  direction  of  General  Grant,  when, 
General  Smith  arriving  with  a  large  portion  of  his  command,  forty 
transports,  I  convoyed  them  to  Savannah,  arriving  there  without 
molestation  on  the  11th. 

The  same  evening,  with  General  Smith  and  staff  on  board,  made  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  river  as  high  as  Pittsburg.  The  rebels  had  not 
renewed  their  attempts  to  fortify  at  that  point,  owing  to  the  vigilant 
watch  that  had  been  kept  on  them  in  my  absence  by  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Shirk. 

The  same  evening,  11 : 45,  stood  up  the  river  with  the  Lexington , 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  Eastport 
by  daylight,  it  having  been  reported  to  me  that  the  rebels  had  erected 
a  battery  at  Chickasaw,  Ala.,  1J  miles  above  that  place. 
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Arriving  there  at  7 : 30,  this  vessel  and  the  Lexington  opened  fire 
on  the  point  which  had  been  indicated.  The  rebels  immediately 
responded.  After  expending  60  shell,  having  accomplished  my  object, 
which  was  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  their  battery,  both  vessels 
retired  without  any  damage  having  been  done  on  our  side. 

As  well  as  I  can  judge,  their  battery  consists  of  five  pieces,  three 
rifled,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one,  I  should  think  not  less  than  32- 
pounders.  Both  vessels  have  been  since  actively  employed  in  con¬ 
voying  transports  to,  and  covering  the  landing  of  troops,  at  different 
points  above  Savannah,  in  this  river. 

The  river  is  again  very  high  and  rising.  The  people  here  have 
given  substantial  evidence  of  the  strength  of  the  Union  sentiment  so 
often  expressed  to  me  before  in  this  vicinity,  as  very  many  have  en¬ 
listed  in  the  different  regiments. 

The  Tyler  is  lying  at  Pittsburg  for  the  protection  of  General  Sher¬ 
man’s  division,  which  has  occupied  that  point.  The  Lexington  is 
lying  at  Crump’s  Landing,  protecting  the  division  of  General  Wallace, 
which  occupies  that  point.  Everything  is  working  favorably  for  the 
cause  of  the  Union. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk’s  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Gwin, 

Lieut.,  Comdg.  Division  of  Gunboats ,  Tennessee  River. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters ,  Cairo,  III. 

[Enclosure.] 


U  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 
Pittsburg,  Tenn.,  March  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  pro¬ 
ceedings  since  mv  last  arrival  in  this  river: 

Wb  reached  Savannah  on  the  5th  instant.  The  next  morning  le- 
ceived  on  board  this  vessel  twenty  armed  men,  refugees  from  Wayne 
County,  Tenn.,  who  asked  my  protection  from  the  rebel  marauding 
cavalry.  Six  of  these  men  were  from  a  rebel  regiment  which  has 
been  stationed  at  Clarksville,  and  had  been  told,  upon  the  fall  of 
Fort  Donelson,  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  home.  Their  arms 
were  those  that  had  been  issued  at  Clarksville.  Some  of  these  twenty 
men  have  shipped  on  board  of  this  vessel,  and  the  remainder  have 
enlisted  in  regiments  in  General  Smith’s  command. 

I  then  proceeded  up  the  river  to  take  a  look  at  this  place,  and 
discovered  several  flags  of  truce  on  the  hill.  I  sent  a  boat  to  com¬ 
municate  with  a  rebel  officer  at  the  landing,  and  received  a  letter 
for  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwm,  m  relation  to  exchange  of  pi  is- 
oners.  No  work  has  been  done  since  the  bombardment  of  the  place 
on  the  1st  instant  by  the  Tyler  and  this  vessel. 

The  nights  of  the  7th  and  8th  I  laid  at  Craven’s  Landing,  pro¬ 
tecting  many  Union  men  from  [William  H.J  Robinson’s  rebel 

Cai)irfng  the  8th  and  9th  I  conveyed  about  120  refugees  from 
Craven’s  and  Chalk  Bluff  to  Savannah  for  safety.  On  the >  9th  I 
paid  another  visit  to  Pittsburg,  having  oil  board  Colonel  VS  orthing- 
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ton,  of  General  Smith’s  advance.  On  the  10th  I  took  on  board  some 
more  arms  at  Chalk  Bluff. 

That  night  I  laid  opposite  Savannah,  the  transport  with  the 
Forty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteers  lying  at  the  town. 

On  the  11th  the  U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler  arrived,  followed  by  General 
Smith  with  his  command  in  sixty-three  transport  steamers.  At  mid¬ 
night  this  vessel  followed  the  Tyler  up  the  river  to  make  a  recon- 
noissance,  and  at  7 : 20  a.  m.  on  the  12th  instant  reached  Chickasaw, 
Ala.,  where  we  discovered  the  rebels  had  erected  a  battery,  as  had 
been  reported.  The  two  gunboats  opened  fire  upon  it  at  long  range, 
which  was  returned  by  the  enemy. 

This  vessel  expended  25  shell.  There  were  no  casualties.  The 
battery  consisted  of  at  least  five  pieces,  two  or  three  of  which  were 
rifled.  One  of  the  latter  was  a  32-pounder,  and  had  a  very  great 
range,  great  enough  to  prevent  the  landing  of  troops  at  Eastport. 
At  11 : 30  a.  m.  we  reached  Savannah  again. 

That  evening  I  convoyed  a  division  under  General  Wallace  to 
Crump’s  Landing,  and  laid  there  that  night  and  the  following  day 
and  night. 

This  morning  I  convoyed  another  division  under  General  Hurlbut 
to  this  place  and  went  on  with  the  transport  Crescent  City  to  where 
General  Sherman  had  his  command,  about  10  miles  below  East- 
port.  I  returned  at  5  p.  m.  and  will  await  here  further  orders. 
There  are  no  rebel  troops  near  here  at  present.  General  Cheatham, 
who  was  at  Shiloh  (3  miles  back  from  here)  day  before  yesterday, 
having  gone  with  his  command  to  Purdy.  The  river  is  rising  very 
rapidly,  and  there  is  so  much  backwater  that  General  Sherman  found 
it  impossible  to  perform  the  duty  upon  which  he  was  sent.  General 
Wallace  succeeded  night  before  last  in  destroying  about  half  a  mile 
of  the  railroad  a  few  miles  north  of  Purdy. 

Twelve  new-made  graves  have  been  found  upon  the  hill  at  this 
place. 

The  small  arms  which  I  have  taken  from  Craven’s  and  Chalk 
Bluff  belong  to  Union  men,  and  I  have  promised  that  they  should 
eventually  be  returned  to  their  owners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennoch ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general- 

matters. 

Headquarters  Western  Gunboat  Flotilla, 

Cairo,  III.,  March  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  in  the  Lexington ,  arrived 
this  morning  to  fill  up  with  pro visions,  stores,  etc.  He  reports  that 
he  was  ordered  by  General  Grant  to  convoy  transports  down  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Tennessee  River. 
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Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin,  I  am  informed,  has  forwarded  to 
you  to  this  place  a  report  of  his  proceedings,  also  enclosing  report  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk. 

As  those  reports  have  not  been  received,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  that 
of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  which  he  has  just  handed  me. 

General  Grant  considers  it  necessary  that  there  should  be  three 
gunboats  in  the  Tennessee  Liver. 

The  work  on  Eastport  is  progressing.  Should  I  change  the  ar¬ 
rangements  now  made  it  will  cause  much  delay.  I  recommend  to  go 
on  with  the  work  as  we  are  now'  doing. 

The  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  are  still  rising  and  the  knowing 
ones  here  think  that  Cairo  will  be  overflowed. 

If  it  is  possible  the  ammunition  boats,  or  one  of  them,  should  be 
sent  up  to  take  from  the  magazine  as  much  of  the  powder  as  can 
be  stowed.  The  water  is  not  far  from  it  now. 

W  e  are  obliged  to  move  the  filled  shell  from  the  fort  to  the  wharf 
boat. 

I  have  only  been  able  to  obtain  120  bales  of  hay,  all  that  could  be 
procured  in  Cairo.  Should  any  more  arrive  shortly,  I  will  send  it  to 
you,  unless  otherwise  directed. 

I  enclose  you  telegram  received  from  Washington  to-day. 

The  Lexington  has  left  for  the  Tennessee  River. 

Some  three  or  four  men  on  board  the  Denning  are  unfit  for  service 
and  wish  to  be  discharged.  Have  I  your  authority  to  discharge 
them  ? 

There  are  two  or  three  recruits  transferred  from  the  Army  who 
are  also  unfit  for  service.  Have  I  the  authority  to  send  them  back 
to  their  regiments? 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Pennock, 
Commander  and  Fleet  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  A.  II.  Foote, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla. 

Jack,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  not  recovered  from  his  wound.  I  will 
send  him  as  soon  as  he  is  able  to  go. 

A.  M.  P. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  March  22, 1862 — 11 : 15  a.  m. 

Inform  the  fl^g-officer  that  his  requisition  for  rifled  guns  is  being 
filled  as  fast  as  possible,  but  all  can  not  be  supplied  of  the  Dahlgren 
pattern. 

I  would  recommend  you  to  forward  to  the  flag-officer  the 
50-pounder  rifles  which  were  intended  for  the  Eastport. 

Id.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Cairo. 


670 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


[Telegram.] 

•* 


Cairo,  March  23,  1862. 
(Received  9  a.  m.  24th.) 

Nothing  of  importance  from  the  flotilla  to-day.  The  flag-officer 
requests  that  the  250  men  promised  will  be  sent  without  delay. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Senior  Officer. 


H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  March  2f,  1862 — 9 :  a.  m. 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  received. 

The  Secretary  wishes  to  know  if  the  flag-officer  wants  250  more 
sailors  from  the  Navy. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Cairo. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gwin,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  T yler , 
regarding  Confederate  batteries  in  the  Tennessee  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Pittsburg ,  Tenn.,  March  2f,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  last  report, 
dated  March  21, 1  have  been  actively  employed  cruising  up  and  clown 
the  river. 

The  Lexington  arrived  this  morning.  The  Tyler,  accompanied 
by  the  Lexington ,  proceeded  up  the  river  to  a  point  2  miles  below 
Eastport,  Miss.,  where  we  discovered  the  rebels  were  planting  a  new 
battery  at  an  elevation  above  water  of  60  [degrees] ,  consisting  of  two 
guns,  one  apparently  in  position.  We  threw  several  shell  into  it,  but 
failed  to  elicit  a  reply. 

The  battery  just  below  Eastport,  consisting  of  two  guns,  then 
opened  upon  us.  Their  shot  fell  short.  I  stood  up  just  outside  of 
their  range  and  threw  three  or  four  20  [second]  shell  at  that  battery, 
none  of  which  exploded,  owing  to  the  very  defective  fuze  (army). 
The  rebels  did  not  respond. 

I  have  made  no  regular  attack  on  their  lately  constructed  batteries, 
as  they  are  of  no  importance  to  us,  our  base  of  operations  being  so 
much  below  them.  1  have  deemed  it  my  duty,  however,  to  annoy 
them,  where  I  could  with  little  or  no  risk  to  our  gunboats.  They 
will  not,  I  think,  attempt  to  place  any  guns  lower  down  the  river  than 
Indian  Creek,  which  is  3  miles  below  Eastport,  Miss.,  41  miles 
below  Chickasaw,  Ala.  That  will  leave  us  23  miles  of  river  above 
the  point  which  our  army  now  occupies  (Pittsburg). 

The  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  will  cruise  down 
the  river  from  this  point.  The  Tyler  will  cruise  above. 
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I  have  heard  that  the  Dunbar  and  Kobb ,  rebel  transport  steamers, 
which  were  sunk  in  Cypress  and  Kane  creeks,  near  Florence,  Ala., 
have  been  raised;  but  in  my  four  visits  up  the  river  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  any  signs  of  them.  I  doubt  the  truth  of  the  report. 

I  have  granted  a  leave  of  absence  to  First  Master  Edward  Shaw 
(subject  to  your  approval),  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Gwin, 

Lieutenant ,  Comdg.  Division  Gunboats ,  Tennessee  River . 

Commander  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain ,  Commanding  Gunboats , 

Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Rivers ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Strong ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag -Officer 

Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  information  regarding  construc¬ 
tion  of  vessels  for  river  service  by  the  Confederates ■  at  New 

Orleans. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Cairo ,  III.,  March  2 1,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore  :  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  letter  received  this 
morning  from  Captain  Dresser.  It  contains  important  information 
relating  to  movements  of  the  enemy  down  the  river.  I  have  sent 
General  Pope,  also  Colonel  Buford,  a  copy  of  the  same. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  K.  Strong, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

On  the  Benton,  near  Island  No.  10. 

[Enclosure.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  2Jt,  1862. 

General:  I  left  Savannah,  Tenn.,  yesterday  morning,  and,  while 
at  Perryville,  some  40  miles  this  side  of  Savannah,  we  took  on  board 
a  man  by  the  name  of  M.  A.  Clark,  formerly  of  Paducah,  Ky„  late 
of  New  Orleans.  He  left  New  Orleans  a  week  ago  last  Tuesday.  I 
gained  from  him  the  following  statement:  Fort  Pillow  was  being 
evacuated  when  he  was  at  Memphis  last  Wednesday.  Confederates 
moving  all  their  stores  from  Memphis  to  Corinth.  The  heavy  guns 
of  Fort  Pillow  were  left  under  water.  Beauregard  was  at  Jackson 
on  Thursday  last;  would  leave  with  his  troops  on  Friday  for  Cor¬ 
inth.  Eleven  magazines  and  200  cars  were  taken  from  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Central  Railroad  to  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  to 
move  [A.  Sidney]  Johnston’s  forces  from  Decatur  to  Corinth. 

Confederates  are  building  thirteen  gunboats  at  New  Orleans, 
twelve  of  them  for  river  service  and  one  for  sea  service.  One,  “Mur¬ 
ray’s  boat,”  carries  thirty  guns;  would  be  ready  last  week,  and  bal¬ 
ance  this  week.  W ere  to  come  up  the  river  as  soon  as  finished.  Bragg 
and  Polk  were  at  Corinth. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jasper  M.  Dresser, 

Captain. 

Brigadier-General  Strong, 

Commanding,  Cairo. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

St.  Louis ,  March  25,  1862. 

Pretended  Union  man  from  New  Orleans,  just  arrived  within 
our  lines,  represents  that  the  rebels  are  building  one  or  more  river 
boats  at  that  place,  clad  in  railroad  iron,  like  the  Merrimack.  Such 
a  river  boat  could  pass  any  of  our  batteries,  destroy  Commodore 
Foote’s  flotilla,  and  burn  the  steamboats  in  the  Western  waters. 
This  is  a  very  serious  matter,  which  requires  immediate  attention. 

If  there  are  any  very  heavy  guns  at  Pittsburg,  they  should  be  sent 
immediately  down  the  Ohio,  to  be  mounted  at  Cairo  or  Columbus. 

I  have  written  to  Commodore  Foote  to  know  if  either  of  his 
gunboats  can  be  more  heavily  ironclad,  so  as  to  meet  the  apprehend¬ 
ed  danger.  If  so,  authority  should  be  given  to  alter  her;  if  not, 
authority  should  be  given  to  immediately  construct  a  river  monitor 
capable  of  meeting  anything  the  enemy  can  send  up  the  river. 

The  matter  seems  to  me  to  admit  of  no  delay. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-  General. 

E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  W ashing  ton. 


[Telegram.] 

War  Department,  March  25, 1862 — 6:35  p.  rn. 

Yours  of  this  date  has  just  arrived.  Information  of  the  same 
character  reached  me  from  other  sources  this  morning,  and  this  even¬ 
ing  a  number  of  Western  boat  builders  meet  at  the  Department  to 
consider  the  best  mode  of  meeting  the  rebel  boat.  The  universal 
opinion  among  naval  and  military  engineers  in  the  East  is  that  a 
floating  ram,  striking  and  sinking  the  ironclad  vessel,  is  the  best 
mode  of  encountering  it.  A  large-class  boat  at  St.  Louis  might  per¬ 
haps  be  got  ready  in  a  short  time.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  you  to 
consult  some  of  your  river  men?  Commodore  Vanderbilt  has" given 
his  steamship  Vanderbilt  for  the  purpose,  and  it  is  now  at  Norfolk 
to  meet  the  Merrimack,  and,  although  not  armor  clad,  he  is  very  confi¬ 
dent  of  being  able  to  run  her  down.  Charles  Ellet,  a  distinguished 
engineer,  has  given  the  subject  much  attention.  I  will  send  him 
to-morrow  to  see  and  consult  you  and  with  authority  to  act  as  you 
may  deem  best.  He  is  a  man  of  courage  and  energy,  and  willing  to 
risk  his  own  life  upon  his  own  job. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis. 
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[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  March  25, 1862 — 1 : 15  p.  m. 
Please  do  all  you  possibly  can  to  get  the  30-pounder  rifles  to  Cairo 
which  were  ordered  on  by  the  Army,  as  their  prompt  delivery  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  Western  Flotilla. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

R,  P.  P  ARROTT, 

Cold  Spring,  New  York. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  at 

Cairo ,  III. 


Cairo,  March  25,  1862. 

My  Dear  Flag-Officer:  I  dispatched  yesterday  everything  that 
Walke  required ;  also  sent  workmen  and  tools  to  fit  the  collar  for  the 
pilot  house  of  the  Benton. 

To-day  I  am  engaged  in  getting  on  board  of  the  Wilson  one  8-inch 
gun  and  13-inch  mortar  shells. 

The  Mississippi  and  Ohio  continue  to  rise.  I  am  uneasy  about  the 
powder,  but  will  do  all  I  can  to  preserve  it. 

If  it  is  possible,  the  Great  Western  and  -Judge  Torrence  should 
come  up  and  take  on  board  as  much  as  they  can  stow. 

The  32-pounder  and  two  50-pounder  rifles  for  the  Eastport ,  with 
several  cars  loaded  with  ordnance,  have  arrived.  Dove  has  written 
from  Hickman  for  coal.  Wise  will  send  it  to  him.  I  have  tele¬ 
graphed  for  the  250  men  promised  you. 

I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  that  you  have  received  a  cheering  letter  from 
Mrs.  Foote.  That  God  in  His  mercy  may  preserve  you  both  in  hap¬ 
piness  and  health  is  the  sincere  prayer  of 
Your  friend. 


A.  M.  Pennock. 


Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Benton. 


Better  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  to  M ajor-General  Hal- 

leck,  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Benton, 

Off  \Island ]  No.  10,  March  26,  1862. 
General:  In  view  of  the  rebels  having,  as  is  reported,  thirteen 
gunboats  at  New  Orleans,  irrespective  of  four  or  five  below  New 
Madrid,  with  the  Manassas,  or  ram,  at  Memphis,  I  respectfully  sug¬ 
gest.  in  view  of  the  contingency  of  their  passing  up  the  river, _  it 
would  be  desirable  to  have  a  river  battery  placed  at  Columbus  which 
would  sweep  the  river  below  that  point. 

Cairo,  being  now  almost  overflowed,  presents  a  less  defensible 

position  than  Columbus. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding,  etc.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Fleet  Captain  Pennock , 
Z7.  /S'.  Navy ,  cautioning  commanding  officers  to  watch  the  condition 
of  the  rivers. 


Flag- Steamer  Benton, 

Island  No.  10,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  inform  the  commanders  of  the  gunboats  Cairo, 
Tyler,  and  Lexington  not  to  be  caught  up  the  river  with  too  little 
water  to  return  to  Cairo.  They,  of  course,  before  leaving,  will  con¬ 
sult  the  generals  with  whom  they  are  cooperating.  As  it  is  reported 
on  the  authority  of  different  persons  from  New  Orleans  that  the 
rebels  have  thirteen  gunboats  finished  and  ready  to  move  up  the 
Mississippi,  besides  the  four  or  five  below  New  Madrid,  and  the 
Manassas,  or  ram,  at  Memphis,  the  boats  now  up  the  rivers  and  at 
Columbus  or  Hickman,  should  be  ready  to  protect  Cairo  or  Columbus 
in  case  disaster  overtakes  us  in  our  flotilla.  *  *  * 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Sanford  *  *  * 

Respectfully,  etc., 

A.  H.  Foote, 


Commander  Pennock, 

Cairo ,  III. 


Flag-Officer. 


Letter  from  Quartermaster  Wise,  U.  /S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Foote, 

U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  supplies  for  the  flotilla. 

Cairo,  March  26,  1862. 

Mr  Dear  Flag-Officer:  I  have  attended  to  all  your  directions 
with  the  assistance  of  Captain  Pennock,  who  never  tires  when  any¬ 
thing  is  to  be  done  for  the  public  service.  *  *  * 

I  have  chartered  the  John  H.  Dickey ,  a  very  fine,  large  boat,  and 
filled  her  up  with  everything  requisite  for  the  squadron,  enough  to 
last  until  you  get  to  New  Orleans,  if  you  do  not  defer  it  too  long. 
We  have  expectations  here  that  the  high  water  will  help  the  good 
work  you  are  engaged  in  by  spoiling  your  enemy’s  powder  and  sav¬ 
ing  your  own. 

Mr.  Henriques  has  been  at  the  office  to-day,  which  I  do  not  think 
of  benefit  to  him. 

I  had  a  letter  from  Henry  to-day  in  relation  to  the  fight  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads. 

Respectfully  and  truly, 

Geo.  D.  Wise. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters,  Island  No.  10. 
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[Telegram.] 

War  Department,  March  26,  1862. 

This  Department  desires  the  immediate  aid  of  your  association 
in  the  following  particulars: 

1st.  That  you  would  appoint  three  of  its  active  members  most 
familiar  with  steamboat  and  engine  building  who  would  act  in  con¬ 
cert  with  this  Department  and  under  its  direction,  and  from  patri¬ 
otic  motives  devote  some  time  and  attention  for  thirty  days  in  pur¬ 
chasing  and  preparing  such  means  of  defense  on  the  Western  waters 
against  ironclad  boats 'as  the  engineers  of  this  Department  may 
devise. 

2d.  Designate  one  of  your  most  capable  and  substantial  citizens 
who  would  accept  the  temporary  appointment  of  assistant  quarter¬ 
master,  and  in  that  official  capacity  make  such  contracts,  audit  and 
adjust  such  accounts,  as  the  Department  would  authorize  in  the 
above  business.  My  object  is  to  bring  the  energetic,  patriotic  spirit 
and  enlightened,  practical  judgment  of  your  city  to  aid  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  a  matter  of  great  moment,  where  hours  must  count  and  dol¬ 
lars  not  be  squandered. 

Please  let  me  know  as  quickly  as  possible  whether  the  desire  of  the 
Department  can  be  effected,  and  furnish  me  with  the  name  of  the 
committee  and  the  person  designated  to  act  as  assistant  quarter¬ 
master. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

Pittsburg ,  Cincinnati ,  New  Albany. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Bryant ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ .  S.  S. 
Cairo ,  transmitting  statement  regarding  the  armament  of  Fort 
Zollicoffer. 


Gunboat  Cairo,  Paducah ,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  General  Halleck,  ex¬ 
pressed  in  a  note  from  the  chief  of  staff,  Army  of  the  Ohio,  a  copy 
of  which  in  enclosed,  I  departed  from  Nashville,  am  tarrying  here 
to  receive  coal,  and  shall  proceed  “  up  the  Tennessee  River.” 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  statement  of  an  officer  of  this  vessel  relating 
to  the  armament  of  Fort  Zollicoffer,  some  6  miles  below  Nashville, 
abandoned  by  the  enemy  before  the  arrival  of  Federal  forces. 

The  coils  of  cordage,  chains,  and  anchors,  alluded  to  in  a  former 
letter,  I  left  there,  not  having  means  of  transportation  to  your 
depot. 

I  desire  information  regarding  compensation  of  the  Cumberland 
River  pilot  received  from  the  Conestoga  on  the  18th  ultimo.  He 
came  on  board  by  a  verbal  order  from  the  commander  of  that  vessel, 
Lieutenant  Phelps.  I  have  no  authority  to  order  payment  for  his 
services  and  know  not  what  salary  is  to  be  allowed. 

Very  respectfully, 

N.  C.  Bryant, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Commander  Pennock. 
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[Enclosures.] 


IT.  S.  Gunboat  Cairo,  March  25,  1862. 
Sir:  Having  been  ordered  by  you  to  make  an  examination  of 
Fort  Zollicoffer,  I  herewith  make  the  following  report  : 

The  fort  is  situated  on  a  gradual  slope  of  ground,  terminating 
at  its  summit,  about  130  feet  above  an  ordinary  stage  of  water  in 
the  river,  mounting  thirteen  heavy  guns  of  the  following  description: 
Gun  A.  6J-inch  rifle,  pivot;  carriage  partly  burned,  not  spiked; 


*  .  P 

marked  on  trunnion  t  ^-tt 

t)  •  U  •  vv  • 


Gun  B.  6^-inch  rifle,  32-pounder,  62-cwt. ;  marked  C.  F.  No.  30; 
spiked;  carriage  destroyed. 

Gun  C,  6-inch  rifle,  32-pounder,  dismounted ;  spiked ;  carriage 
destroyed. 

Gun  D.  6-inch  smoothbore;  marked  on  trunnion  McW.  and  Co., 
P.  P.  F. ;  weight,  5,609;  No.  154;  marked  on  muzzle  J.  W.  R. ;  has 
been  heated,  dismounted. 

Gun  E.  6-inch;  bore,  smooth;  marked  on  muzzle,  No.  47,  R.  L.  B.; 
on  trunnion,  1837 ;  spiked,  dismounted :  carriage  burned. 

Gun  F.  Mounted  on  pivot  carriage;  spiked;  61 -inch  rifle,  32- 


pounder;  weight,  58,  1,  2,  6;  marked  oil  trunnions,  g  1852. 

Gun  G.  6-inch  smoothbore;  weight,  5,548;  date,  1837;  marked  on 
trunnion,  McC.  W.  &  Co.,  B.  F.  P. ;  spiked;  mounted  on  half  car¬ 
riage. 

Gun  H.  6-inch  smoothbore;  mounted  on  frame,  wheels  gone; 
weight,  5,625;  spiked;  loaded  to  the  muzzle;  mark  on  trunnion, 
W.  B.  P. 


Gun  I.  Six-inch  rifle,  heavy  breech;  weight  9,490;  marked  over 
trunnions,  C.  S.  A.  Tredegar  Works,  Richmond,  Va. ;  1861 ;  spiked, 
dismounted ;  carriage  slightly  burned ;  rough  finish  on  exterior. 

Gun  J.  Six  and  three-fourths-inch  smoothbore ;  not  spiked;  weight 
41,  0,  24;  No.  38.;  32-pounder;  marks  on  trunnion,  W.  P.  F.,  1837; 
dismounted;  carriage  in  good  order,  less  one  wheel. 

Gun  Iv.  Rifle,  32-pounder,  in  good  order,  heavy  breech;  No.  629, 
T.  F. ;  weight  5,  7,  2,  18;  lies  in  the  road  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from 
the  fort. 

Gun  L.  Rifle,  32-pounder;  No.  653;  weight,  5,810;  in  good  order; 
ies  in  the  road  near  Gun  K;  mark  on  trunnion,  j-  g-  q“ 

Gun  M.  Lies  in  the  edge  of  water,  dismounted,  carriage  alongside; 
supposed  to  be  32-pounder,  smoothbore. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  found  one  6-inch  32-pounder  burst  into 
fragments.  Found  a  6-pounder  down  the  bluff,  dismounted,  made 
in  Rome,  Ga.,  one  fieldpiece,  6-pounder,  weight  1,010,  made  by 
Ellis  &  Co.,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  3  gun  carriages  for  shipboard,  roughly 
made;  about  2,000  bars  of  railroad  iron;  about  500  bars  badly  bent, 
that  had  been  used  to  cover  the  magazine  and  thrown  in  all  direc¬ 
tions;  cotton  that  had  been  used  for  breastworks,  burned  and  stolen; 
about  25  tons  of  shell  not  charged.  Canister  all  exploded. 

John  Swaney, 

^  Third  Master ,  U.  S.  Gunboat  Cairo. 

JN.  C.  Bryant, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Gunboat  Cairo. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Nashville ,  March  21±,  1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Halleck,  you 
will  please  proceed  with  your  gunboat  up  the  Tennessee  River  and 
report  to  General  Grant  at  or  near  Savannah  or  Pittsburg. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  B.  Fry, 
Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 

Lieutenant  Bryant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Cairo ,  Present. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Halleck ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 

Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  statements  relative  to  construction 

of  ironclad  river  boats  by  the  Confederates. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

St.  Louis ,  March  25,  1862. 

It  is  stated  by  men  just  arrived  from  New  Orleans  that  the  rebels 
are  constructing  one  or  more  ironclad  river  boats  to  send  against 
your  flotilla.  Moreover,  it  is  said  that  they  are  to  be  cased  with  rail¬ 
road  iron  like  the  Merrimack. 

If  this  be  so  I  think  a  single  boat  might  destroy  your  entire  flotilla, 
pass  our  batteries,  and  sweep  the  Western  rivers. 

Could  any  one  of  your  gunboats  be  clad  in  the  same  way  so  as  to 
resist  the  apprehended  danger?  If  not,  how  long  would  it  require 
to  build  a  new  one  for  that  purpose  ? 

I  have  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  authority  to  have 
any  suitable  boat  altered  or  prepared;  or  if  there  be  none  suitable,  to 
build  a  new  one.  As  no  time  is  to  be  lost,  if  any  one  of  the  gunboats 
now  in  service  will  bear  this  change  it  should  be  taken  in  preference 
to  building  a  new  one.  I  shall  await  your  answer.  Could  not  the 
Essex  be  so  altered? 

Yours,  truly, 

*  H.  W.  Halleck, 

M  ajor-General. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Commander. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  responding  to  request  of 
Major-General  Halleck  for  the  preparation  of  a  vessel  to  resist 
attack  of  Confederate  ironclads. 

Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  M arch  27,  1862. 
General  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  communication  of  the 
25th  instant. 

I  send  our  ordnance  officer,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  San¬ 
ford,  whom  I  can  ill  spare  from  here  even  for  a  day,  to  confer  with 
you  on  the  subject-matter  of  your  letter. 

There  is  no  vessel  now  in  the  flotilla  that  can  be  armored  as  you 
suggest.  This  is  the  only  one  which  could  bear  the  additional 
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weight  of  iron  required,  and  she  already  is  so  deep  and  wanting  in 
steam  power  that  it  would  make  her  utterly  useless  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  weight  of  iron. 

I  suggest  that  a  strong  boat  be  fitted  up  in  St.  Louis  and  armored — 
in  fact,  two  vessels — in  the  shortest  possible  manner,  with  a  view  of 
protecting  the  river  at  Cairo,  or  Columbus  would  do  better,  if  it  was 
fortified  with  heavy  guns  sweeping  the  river  below.  These  boats 
will  require  at  least  a  month  to  be  fitted  up.  As  to  the  place,  etc., 
Lieutenant  Sanford  will  consult  with  you.  Commander  Porter,  of 
the  Essex ,  is  also  in  St.  Louis,  who  is  fitting  out  the  Essex ,  and  who 
will  remain  there  for  the  present.  He  will  attend  to  the  new  boats 
and  get  them  ready  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

Please  let  Mr.  Sanford  return  immediately,  as  his  services  in  sup¬ 
plying  us  with  ammunition  and  stores  from  Cairo,  as  well  as  the  new 
rifles  to  replace  our  old  and  condemned  rifles,  are  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  our  operations  here. 

I  will  direct  Commander  Porter  to  report  to  you  at  St.  Louis. 

In  a  hurry,  I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  etc.", 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  Mississippi ,  etc.,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Porter , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  report  for  consultation  with  Major-General  Halleck , 
U.  S.  Army. 

Flag- Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10 ,  March  27,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  report  to  General  Halleck  and  consult  with  him  and 
Mr.  Sanford  about  fitting  up  one  or  two  ironclad  steamers  capable 
of  resisting  any  ironclad  boat  that  the  rebels  may  have. 

Do  not  detain  Mr.  Sanford  at  all ;  he  must  return  to  Cairo  at  once, 
as  we  want  ammunition  and  new  rifle  guns,  as  ours  are  bursting.  He 
must  return  immediately.  Ton  must  confer  with  General  Halleck 
and  go  ahead ;  and  if  you  get  a  good  boat  readv,  you  will  take  com¬ 
mand  of  her  and  join  me.  Mr.  Sanford  will  telegraph  for  rifle  guns 
for  Essex  and  other  vessels  and  give  you  all  that  is  required. 

In  a  hurry,  as  mail  is  leaving, 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  Wm.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Essex ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Letter  from,  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Foote, 
U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  forwarding  of  a  testimonial. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

W ashington  City ,  March  27,  1862. 

My  Dear  Foote:  As  a  very  trifling  appreciation  of  the  great  work 
yon  have  done  and  are  performing  for  the  country  and  Navy,  Mr. 
Ames,  of  Chicopee,  desires  me  to  forward  you  his  mite,  in  a  regula¬ 
tion  sword  and  belt,  which  I  forward  by  express  to  the  care  of  my 
brother  at  Cairo. 

Hoping  sincerely  that  you  may  long  be  keen  after  the  blade  has 
become  dull,  I  am,  as  ever, 

Faithfully,  yours, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  March  27,  1862 — 1  p.  m. 

Inform  the  flag-officer  that  16  30-ponnder  rifles,  with  the  entire 
equipment,  have  gone  with  special  agents  to  Cairo,  and  they  should 
be  forwarded  the  moment  they  arrive. 

Telegraph  the  condition  of  affairs  to  me  for  the  President  in 
cipher. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Captain  G.  D.  Wise, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  March  07,  1862 — 3:20  p.  m. 
The  flag-officer’s  telegram  in  reference  to  rifled  cannon  is  received. 
Only  three  of  Dahlgren’s  rifled  50-pounders  can  be  supplied  and 
they  were  intended  for  the  Eastport,  but  can  be  used  for  other  boats. 
The  projectiles  and  cartridge  bags  went  with  them  by  express. 

Sixteen  Parrott  30-pounders,  with  their  entire  equipment,  with 
8,000  projectiles,  are  now  going  forward  with  special  agents. 

The  sights,  coins,  and  [all]  else  asked  for  are  going  by  express. 
Alleo-henv  Arsenal  has  been  ordered  to  give  powder  and  extra 
fuzes. 

No  reply  received  to  the  Secretary’s  enquiry  of  24th  about  sailors. 

II.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Lieutenant  Sanford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo. 
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Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Charles  Ellet ,  jr.,  for  the 
'preparation  of  rams  for  service  on  the  Western  waters. 


W  ar  Department. 

Washington ,  D.  C.,  March  27,  1862. ' 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  immediately  to  Pittsburg,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  and  New  Albany  and  take  measures  to  provide  steam  rams  for 
defense  against  ironclad  vessels  on  the  Western  waters.  Instructions 
will  be  forwarded  you  by  mail  to  Pittsburg,  in  conformity  with 
which  you  will  guide  your  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  re¬ 
ceive  such  other  instructions  as  may  be  required.  All  contracts  and 
purchases  will  be  made  by  a  special  quartermaster,  to  be  appointed 
to  act  with  you,  and  all  expenditures  will  be  made  by  him  and 
under  his  direction.  You  will  be  compensated  for  your  service  at 
the  rate  of  pay  allowed  by  law  for  similar  service,  to  wit,  $10  per 
day  and  mileage  at  the  rate  of  10  cents  per  mile. 

Yours,  truly, 


Charles  Ellet,  Jr. 


Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  28 ,  1862. 

Unless  for  imperative  reasons,  do  not  confine  your  work  to  one 
locality.  Give  a  portion  to  Cincinnati  and  New  Albany,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  imputation  of  local  favoritism,  and  also  to  bring  out  the 
whole  mechanical  energy  of  the  Ohio  Valley.  Proceed  as-  speedily 
as  you  can  to  Cincinnati.  The  Board  of  Trade  there  are  ready  to 
act  energetically  with  you.  Confer  with  Mr.  [Joseph  C.]  Butler, 
the  president  of  the  board  at  Cincinnati,  with  whom  I  am  in  com¬ 
munication.  Report  daily  to  me. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

*  Secretary  of  War. 

Charles  Ellet, 

Monongahela  House. 


[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  March  28,  1862. 

I  hear  nothing  further  of  the  New  Orleans  gunboats.  You  must 
use  your  own  judgment  under  your  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
most  expeditious  method  of  preparing  to  meet  them. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

„  __  Major-General. 

Charles  Ellet,  Jr. 
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[Telegram.] 


-  ’  Pittsburg,  March  28,  1862. 

I  am  at  the  Monongahela  Plouse,  Pittsburg,  by  instructions  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  prepare  boats  with  which  to  sink  the  rebel 
rams. 

If  the  necessity  is  very  pressing,  I  will  start  a  boat  and  mechanics 
and  materials  immediately,  with  instructions  to  strengthen  and  pro¬ 
tect  her  as  well  as  they  can  on  the  wav  down  the  river,  and  follow 
her  up  with  others  as  fast  as  they  reach  here. 

If  more  time  can  be  allowed,  the  work  can  be  better  done  here. 
They  will  be  only  off-hand  contrivances  at  best,  mere  substitutes  for 
rams,  but  if  we  find  a  few  brave  pilots  and  engineers  to  man  them 
I  think  we  can  make  them  do  the  work. 

Charles  Ellet,  Jr. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

/St.  Louis. 


[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 
Washington,  March  28,  1862. 

General  [James  K.]  Moorhead  has  gone  to  Pittsburg  to  aid  you 
and  put  you  in  communication  with  the  committee  there.  The 
rebels  have  a  ram  at  Memphis.  Lose  no  time. 

Edward  M.  Stanton, 

Charles  Ellett,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  War. 

Monongahela  House. 


[Telegram.] 

Pittsburg,  March  28,  1862. 

I  propose  to  proceed  to  Cincinnati  as  soon  as  I  secure  some  of  the 
strong  coal  towboats  to  be  found  here,  and  get  them  underway. 

The  committee  purchased  one  this  evening,  and  I  hope  to  have 
mechanics  at  work  on  her  to-morrow. 

I  expect  to  be  able  to  get  another  class  of  boats  at  Cincinnati  that 
will  be  available  along  with  these. 

I  will  report  to  you  daily. 

Charles  Ellett,  Jr. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 


War  Department, 

W ashing  ton,  \  D.  C.f\  March  29,  1862. 
Steam  rams  are  rapidly  being  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
Engineer  Ellet,  at  Pittsburg,  and  he  proceeds  immediately  to  Cin- 
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cinnati  to  fit  up  some  there.  They  are  the  most  powerful  steam¬ 
boats,  with  upper  cabins  removed,  and  bows  filled  in  with  heavy  tim¬ 
ber.  It  is  not  proposed  to  wait  for  putting  on  iron.  This  is  the  mode 
in  which  the  Merrimack  will  be  met.  Can  you  not  have  something  of 
the  kind  speedily  prepared  at  St.  Louis  also? 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

St.  Louis. 


Statement  of  Charles  Ellet ,  jr.,  giving  his  views  regarding  the  con¬ 
struction  and  service  of  the  Ram  Fleet. 

* 

Pittsburg,  March  29,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wish  to  give  you  my  views  as  briefly  as  possible. 

It  is  said  that  the  enemy  have  eleven  gunboats  below  Island  No.  10, 
and,  as  I  understand,  they  are  supposed  to  have  others  fitted  up  as 
rams  ascending  the  Mississippi,  one  of  which  has  reached  Memphis. 

I  propose  to  strengthen  the  hulls  of  some  of  the  swift,  strong 
towboats,  which  I  am  told  can  only  be  obtained  here,  and  fit  them 
up  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  be  used  as  extempore  rams. 

To  go  down  to  Island  No.  10,  or  any  other  stronghold  of  the  rebels, 
and  at  a  proper  time  during  the  contest,  when  the  rebel  gunboats 
seem  to  be  in  a  favorable  position,  run  down  before  the  batteries  and 
drive  our  rams  at  full  headway  into  the  rebel  boats,  doing  what  I  can 
by  preliminary  preparations  to  save  the  men  if  our  own  boats  should 
be  sunk. 

These  boats,  the  river  men  here  say,  will  all  make  18  or  20  miles  an 
hour  down  the  Mississippi.  It  will  be  very  difficult  to  hit  them  at 
that  speed,  and  I  will  try  to  protect  the  engines  and  boilers  against 
any  ordinary  shot. 

.  It  is  n°t  impossible  that  I  can  so  strengthen  our  own  hulls  as  to 
sink  any  Mississippi  boat  we  can  hit  fairly,  and  yet  save  our  own. 

I  seek  good  boats,  and  do  not  intend  to  make  alterations  which 
will  injure  them  materially  for  future  use,  if  they  are  not  lost  in 
the  service. 

If  successful  in  sinking  the  rebel  gunboats  at  Island  No.  10,  I 
would  proceed  down  the  river  and  lay  our  boats  up  under  General 
Pope’s  guns. 

I  shall  need  a  few  strong  and  swift  towboats  of  a  smaller  class, 
and  these  would  then  be  used  as  pickets  to  watch  the  approach  of 
the  rams  or  other  hostile  boats  below  New  Madrid. 

I  may  need,  also,  one  or  two  larger  old  boats  to  shelter  our  rams 
in  running  under  the  enemy’s  batteries.  This  is  about  my  plan  to 
meet  the  present  condition  of  things,  though  the  conditions  may 
change  materiallv  before  I  am  ready. 

To  carry  out  this  plan,  we  ought  to  have  at  least  as  many  boats  as 
there  are  boats  to  be  run  down.  Indeed,  we  ought  to  provide  more. 
No  boat  can  stop  to  strike  twice,  and  some  may  not  hit  their  adver¬ 
saries  fairly,  or  may  get  the  worst  of  it. 
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The  men  must  take  service  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  dangerous 
nature  of  the  duty,  the  enemy's  fire  being  the  least  of  the  dangers.  I 
would  like  to  be  authorized  to  assure  them  that  their  names  will  be 
reported  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  will  recommend  them  if 
they  do  well  to  the  President  and  Congress.  I  think  this  will  be 
valued  more  than  specific  rewards. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Ellet,  Jr. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 


Pittsburg,  March  31 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  made  but  little  progress  Sunday,  but  am  doing  much  better 
to-day.  Mechanics  are  scarce.  I  have  no  reply  from  you  to  my 
letter  of  Saturday. 

Your  last  instructions  to  the  special  quartermaster  limit  me  to  one 
more  boat  here,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  exhaust  my  authority  until 
one  of  the  best  boats  arrives. 

My  plan  is  to  run  by  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  sink  their  trans¬ 
ports  and  gunboats  below  wherever  we  can  find  them.  But  with 
all  my  care  the  machinery  will  be  very  much  exposed  to  the  enemy’s 
shot.  Some  of  the  boats  will  probably  be  crippled.  I  ought  to 
have  enough  for  the  work  and  for  contingencies. 

Respectfully, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Charles  Ellet,  Jr. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  31 ,  1862. 

As  soon  as  you  can  get  work  underway,  I  wish  you  would  proceed 
immediately  to  Cincinnati.  I  can  have  two  or  three  good  naval  offi¬ 
cers  detailed,  if  you  desire,  to  take  command  of  your  squadron  when 
it  is  ready.  Whatever  number  you  need  of  boats  I  shall  authorize  to 
be  purchased.  When  can  you  go  to  Cincinnati  ? 

E.  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Charles  Ellet,  Jr. 


[Telegram.] 

Pittsburg,  March  31 ,  1862. 

Both  your  dispatches  of  this  evening  are  received.  Immediately 
on  receiving  the  first,  the  committee  secured  two  of  the  strongest  tow¬ 
boats,  to  be  delivered  on  arriving  here,  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 
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I  will  order  timber  and  iron  to  be  prepared  for  them  in  advance, 
and  then  leave  for  Cincinnati. 

I  prefer  daring  and  skillful  river  men,  if  they  can  be  got,  to  handle 
the  boats;  but  will  apply  for  naval  officers  if  there  is  any  difficulty  in 
procuring  the  proper  men  here,  which  I  do  not  expect. 

All  possible  aid  is  rendered  by  the  committee  and  Mr.  Nimick. 

Respectfully, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Charles  Ellet,  Jr. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington  City,  March  31 ,  1862 — 12:15  p.  m. 

The  front  and  breech  sights  for  the  30  and  50  pounder  rifles  went 
with  the  invoice,  but  should  they  not  arrive  in  time  others  will  be 
sent. 

The  charge  for  the  30-pouncler  cartridge  is  2  pounds,  and  50- 
pounders  is  3^  pounds,  which  is  just  what  the  bags  are  made  to  hold. 

Forty  rifles  of  30  and  50  pounder  calibers,  with  ecpiipments  and 
projectiles  complete,  are  going  forward  with  every  possible  dispatch, 
and  which  are  for  the  entire  flotilla,  including  the  Eastport. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo. 


Report  of  Fleet  C aptain  P ennock ,  TJ .  S.  Navy ,  mentioning  the  cause 

of  delay  in  the  preparation  of  the  captured  gunboat  Eastport. 

Cairo,  March  31 ,  1862. 

My  Dear  Flag-Officer  :  I  have  shipped  by  the  steamer  Pike  two 
anchors,  about  1,500  pounds,  and  four  chains  lj-inch  large.  These 
with  the  two  anchors  about  the  same  weight  sent  last  week,  complete 
the  number  directed  by  you  to  be  sent. 

.  ha\e  diiected  Mr.  Wilson  to  send  as  soon  as  possible  the  ammuni¬ 
tion,  etc.,  for  the  rifles. 

Sanford,  I  hope,  will  be  here  in  the  morning.  T  am  doing  all  that 
I  can  to  push  the  work  forward  on  the  Eastport ,  but  the  hio-h  water 
is  very  much  against  us.  I  do  not  think  she  will  be  finished^ short  of 
six  weeks.  Her  cost  will  not  be  less  than  $30,000  or  $35,000.  I  will 
telegraph  this  to  Wise. 

Mrs.  Pennock  desires  to  be  remembered  to  yourself  and  Phelps. 
I  will  try  and  get  the  W.  II.  B.  off  to-morrow. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 

wi  r\xxi  A-  M.  Pennock. 

b  lag-Officer  Foote, 

Island  No.  10. 
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[Telegram.! 

Navy  Department,  March  31 ,  1862. 
Proceed  to  Cairo  immediately  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Foote  for 
duty. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  W.  McGunnegle, 

Navy  Yard ,  Portsmouth ,  N.  H. 


[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 

Washington ,  [/>.  C.,]  March  31,  1862. 

1  our  letter  just  received.  Your  plan  is  approved.  I  do  not  mean 
to  impose  any  improper  limit,  but  wish  the  work  not  confined  to  one 
locality,  but  distributed  so  as  to  get  the  utmost  possible  vigor,  and 
therefore  recommend  immediate  inspection  at  Cincinnati  and  New 
Albany,  where  an  immense  amount  of  mechanical  industry  may  work 
at  the  same  time  with  the  force  at  Pittsburg.  You  need  not  consider 
yourself  restricted  to  one  more  boat  at  Pittsburg,  but  I  wish  to  know 
by  telegraph  what  extent  is  proposed  beyond  that,  before  contracts 
are  made. 

The  crew  is  of  great  importance.  I  will  give  honorable  reward 
and,  also,  prize  money,  for  successful  courage,  in  large  and  liberal 
measure. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar. 

Charles  Ellet,  Jr.,  * 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 


Combined  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  and  New 
Madrid,  Mo.,  from  March  12  to  surrender  of  the  former  to  Flag- 
Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  April  7,  1862. 

[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  12,  1862. 

I  send  vou  copy  of  my  telegram,  forwarded  at  noon  this  day,  for 
General  H.  W.  Halleck : 

I  am  ready  to  move  with  seven  gunboats  and  ten  mortar  boats  upon  Island 
No.  10  and  New  Madrid,  but  the  troops  and  transports  are  not  here  and  I  con¬ 
sider  it  unsafe  to  move  without  troops  to  occupy  No.  10  if  we  capture  it,  as 
we  can  not  take  prisoners  with  gunboats.  Hence,  should  we  pass  No.  10  after 
its  capture,  the  rebels  on  the  Tennessee  side  would  return  and  man  their  bat¬ 
teries  and  thus  shut  up  the  river  in  our  rear,  as  we  should  be  short  of  coal 
and  towboats  to  get  back  to  re-attack  No.  10  or  the  opposite  shore.  Can  we 
proceed  below,  leaving  these  places  unoccupied  without  endangering  Columbus, 
where,  I  believe,  no  guns  have  been  mounted  to  sweep  and  protect  the  river 
below  from  the  eleven  gunboats  of  the  rebels?  I  wait  your  reply  after  these 
suggestions,  which  the  exigencies  of  the  service  lead  me  thus  fully  to  express. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  IT.  A.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  or 
Assistant  Secretary  Fox. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  12 ,  1862. 

Just  received  General  H.  W.  Halleck’s  telegram  in  reply  to  mine, 
as  follows : 

You  will  not  make  an  attack  on  Island  No.  10  till  further  orders.  I  wish  to 
wait  till  General  Pope  gets  his  heavy  guns  in  position  to  cut  off  the  enemy’s 
retreat. 

I  wait  here  until  further  information  comes  from  General  Halleck. 

A.  II.  Foote, 

.  Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  H.  A.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  or 

Assistant  Secretary  Fox. 


[Telegram.] 


FIeadquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

St.  Louis ,  March  13, 1862. 

Commodore  Foote  has  been  directed  to  proceed  to  the  attack  of 
Island  No.  10  to-morrow  morning.  You  will  send  transports,  with 
three  or  four  regiments  of  infantry,  from  Cairo,  Bird’s  Point,  and 
Columbus  to  accompany  him.  Additional  siege  pieces  will  be  sent 
to  General  Pope  as  rapidly  as  possible. 


Brigadier-General  Strong, 

Cairo. 


H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  proposing  an  attack  on  Island  No.  10 

the  following  day. 

U.  S.  Flag-Boat  Benton, 

Cairo,  March  13, 1862—10  p.  m. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  telegram  just  received  from  General 
Halleck  I  shall  proceed  with  the  seven  gun  and  ten  mortar  boats 
to  attack  Island  jNo.  10  to-morrow  morning. 

The  commanding  general  here  has  telegraphed  to  Paducah  for 
transports,  as  there  are  but  two  or  three  small  steamers  here,  which 
can  carry  perhaps  1,000  troops.  Since  my  application  yesterday 

m!°rn^d  y°n  Per  telegram,  a  transport  with  a  regiment 
has  left  here  for  the  Tennessee  River.  I  also  wanted  to  detain  one 
the  previous  day,  bound  up  the  Tennessee  River,  but  General  Cul- 
um,  then  here,  did  not  feel  authorized  to  do  it,  although  it  had 
aboard  fieldpieces  and  would  have  done  us  good  service”  I  hone 
we  shall  get  the  transports,  but  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  take 
dov  n  many  troops.  I  shall  do  my  best,  but  wish  the  Department 
to  be  apprised  of-  our  wants,  that  it  may  comprehend  the  state  of 
h.ngs  and  not  judge  me  in  case  of  failure,  as  it  should  do  had  we 
an  effective  force  prepared  for  the  service. 

I  telegraphed  to  Assistant  Secretary  Scott  to-day,  what  the  De 
partment  probably  has  long  known  that  in  descending  the  river 
we  labor  under  great  disadvantages  for  want  of  steam  power  and  the 
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difficulty  of  bringing  our  heavy  guns  to  bear  upon  the  enemy.  We 
shall  look  for  better  results  from  the  mortar  boats.  We  have  ten 
more  in  reserve  here  to  go  down,  but  take  a  double  crew  for  the 
ten  we  take,  as  we  can  use  no  more  at  No.  10. 

In  view  of  the  exposure  of  Cairo,  St.  Louis,  as  well  as  the  Ohio, 
Tennessee,  and  Cumberland  rivers,  in  case  of  a  disaster  to  the  gun¬ 
boats,  I  shall  use  them  with  what,  under  other  circumstances,  would 
be  justly  considered  extreme  caution.  It  is  reported  that  the  rebels 
have  ten  or  eleven  gunboats  at  No.  10. 

In  great  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — Had  I  only  known  yesterday,  when  I  applied  for  troops  to 
accompany  us,  but  was  told  by  General  Halleck  to  wait  further  or¬ 
ders,  we  could  have  detained  the  transport  then  here  with  a  good 
regiment ;  but  General  Strong  considered  it  his  duty  not  to  detain  her 
after  that  telegram  to  me.  Therefore  we  are  embarrassed,  but  I  hope 
some  from  Paducah  may  be  secured. 

A.  H.  F. 


[  Telegram — Enclosure.  ] 

St.  Louis,  March  13 ,  1862. 

You  will  proceed  to-morrow  morning  with  the  gun  and  mortar 
boats  to  attack  the  batteries  on  Island  No.  10.  Brigadier-General 
Strong  will  be  directed  to  send  transports  with  infantry  to  occupy 
and  hold  any  positions  which  you  may  take.  I  think  the  main  work 
should  be  done  with  the  mortar  boats  and  that  the  gunboats  should 
not  be  unnecessarily  exposed  to  a  close  fire,  as  they  will  immediately 
be  required  in  other  operations  which  will  not  admit  of  delay  for 
repairs. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  13 , 1862 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  12:30  a.  m.,  14th.) 

Just  received  a  telegram  from  General  Flalleck  to  proceed  down 
the  river  and  attack  Island  No.  10  to-morrow,  who  says  commanding 
general  here  will  send  transports  with  three  or  four  regiments  of 
infantry,  to  occupy  and  hold  the  positions  which  I  take ;  but  as  there 
are  no  transports  here,  the  commanding  general  has  telegraphed  to 
Paducah  for  them,  and  we  hope  to  get  them  in  time. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding. 

Assistant  Secretary  Fox,  or 

Lieutenant  Wise. 
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General  Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Gunboat  Flotilla, 

Cairo ,  III.,  March  13,  1862. 

The  gunboats  will  at  once  get  underway  and  anchor  by  the  stern, 
in  order  to  ascertain  how  they  wTill  thus  enable  us  to  fight  bow  guns 
downstream,  before  going  into  action. 

Yery  respectfully, 

,  A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

[Endorsement.] 


Received  at  noon. 


H.  Walke, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy , 
Comdg.  U.  8.  Gunboat  Carondelet. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

regarding  defects  in  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  general  order  of  this  date,  I  immediately 
got  underway  and  anchored  in  the  stream  by  the  stern.  But  I  found 
that  the  vessel  yawed  about  very  much  while  swinging.  I  observed 
that  the  engine  room  leaked  badly  when  the  vessel  was  backing.  The 
carpenters,  who  promised  everything,  were  urged  to  stop  the  leaks 
at  Mound  City  while  she  was  docked.  In  weighing  anchor,  I  caught 
the  telegraph  wire,  or  rope,  which  gave  me  great  trouble  to  clear, 
but  I  did  so  without  airy  damage. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


H.  Walke, 

C ommander,  U.  8.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Halleck,  IT.  S 
Army,  responding  to  instructions  for  attack  on  Island  No.  10. 


Cairo,  III.,  March  13,  1862: 

^  our  instructions  to  attack  Island  No.  10  are  received,  and  I  shall 
move  for  that  purpose  to-morrow  morning.  I  have  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  telegram  to  the  Navy  Department,  which  you  will  perceive  will 
lead  me  to  be  cautious,  and  not  bring  the  boats  within  short  range 
of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  Generally,  in  all  our  attacks  down  the  river, 
1  w  ill  bear  in  mind  the  effect  on  this  place  and  the  other  rivers,  which 
a  serious  disaster  to  the  gunboats  would  involve.  General  Strong 
is  telegraphing  Paducah  for  transports,  as  there  are  none  at  Cairo! 


Tlie  nonclad  boats  can  not  be  held  when  anchored  by  stern  in  this  current 
on  account  of  the  recess  between  the  fantails  forming  the  stern  yawing  them 
about,  and  as  the  sterns  of  the  boats  are  not  plated,  and  have"  but  two  32- 
pounders  astern,  you  will  see  our  difficulty  of  fighting  downstream  effectually. 
Neither  is  there  power  enough  in  any  of  them  to  back  upstream.  We  must, 
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therefore,  tie  up  to  shore  the  best  way  we  can  and  help  the  mortar  boats.  I 
have  long  since  expressed  to  General  Meigs  my  apprehensions  about  these  boats’ 
defects.  Don't  have  any  gunboats  for  rivers  built  with  wheels  amid¬ 
ships.  The  driftwood  would  choke  the  wheel,  even  if  it  had  a  powerful  engine. 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  state  these  difficulties,  which  could  not  be  obviated,  when 
I  came  here,  as  the  vessels  were  modeled  and  partly  built. 

G.  V.  Fox,  or 
Lieutenant  H.  A.  Wise, 

Washington. 


Major-General  Halleck. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  evacuation  by  the 
Confederate  forces  of  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Mississippi, 

New  Madrid ,  March  Uf.,  1862. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding  the  department  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  this  place : 

I  arrived  before  the  town  with  the  forces  under  my  command  on 
Monday,  the  3d  instant.  I  found  the  place  occupied  by  five  regi¬ 
ments  of  infantry  and  several  companies  of  artillery.  One  bastioned 
earthwork,  mounting  14  heavy  guns,  about  a  half  a  mile  below  the 
town,  and  another  irregular  work  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town, 
mounting  7  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  together  with  lines  of  in- 
trenchments  between  them,  constituted  the  defensive  works.  Six 
gunboats,  carrying  from  4  to  8  heavy  guns  each,  were  anchored  along 
the  shore  between  the  upper  and  lower  redoubts.  The  country  is 
perfectly  level  for  miles  around  the  place,  and  as  the  river  was  so 
high  that-  the  guns  of  the  gunboats  looked  directly  over  the  banks, 
the  approaches  to  the  town  for  several  miles  were  commanded  by 
direct  and  cross-fire  from  at  least  60  guns  of  heavy  caliber.  It 
would  not  have  been  difficult  to  carry  the  intrenchments,  but  it  would 
have  been  attended  with  heavy  loss,  and  we  should  not  have  been 
able  to  hold  the  place  half  an  hour  exposed  to  the  destructive  fire  of 
the  gunboats. 

As  there  seemed  no  immediate  hope  of  the  appearance  of  our  gun¬ 
boats,  it  became  necessary  to  bring  down  a  few  heavy  guns  by  land 
to  operate  against  those  of  the  enemy.  *  *  *  The  arrangement 

was  made  to  present  as  small  a  mark  as  possible  to  the  shells  of  the 
gunboats,  and  to  render  futile  the  use  of  round  shot  from  their 
heavy  guns.  Colonel  Plummer  marched  with  all  speed,  and  after 
some  cannonading  from  gunboats  which  he  found  there,  he  succeeded 
in  making  a  lodgment,  constructing  his  batteries  and  rifle  pits,  and 
occupying  them  in  sufficient  force  to  maintain  them  against  any  open 
assault.  After  repeated  and  persistent  cannonading  from  the  gun¬ 
boats,  the  enemy  found  it  impossible  to  dislodge  him, ’and  he  main¬ 
tained  obstinately  his  position  and  the  blockade  of  the  river  to 
transports  during  the  whole  of  our  operations.  Meantime  the  enemy 
continued  every  day  to  reinforce  New  Madrid  from  Island  No.  10, 
until,  on  the  12th,  they  had  9,000  infantry,  besides  a  considerable 
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force  of  artillery  and  nine  gunboats.  The  fleet  was  commanded  by 
Commodore  Hollins;  the  land  forces  by  Generals  McCown,  Stewart, 
and  Gantt. 

*  3*  #  ❖ 

■*<- 

A  furious  thunderstorm  began  to  rage  about  11  o’clock  that  night 
and  continued  almost  without  intermission  until  morning.  Just 
before  daylight  General  Stanley  was  relieved  in  the  trenches  with 
his  division  by  General  Hamilton.  A  few  minutes  after  daylight 
a  flag  of  truce  approached  our  batteries  with  information  that  the 
enemy  had  evacuated  his  works.  *  *  *  A  brief  examination  of 

them  disclosed  how  hasty  and  precipitate  had  been  the  flight  of  the 
enemy.  Their  dead  were  found  unburied ;  their  suppers,  untouched, 
standing  on  the  tables;  candles  burning  in  the  tents,  and  every  other 
evidence  of  a  disgraceful  panic.  Private  baggage  of  officers  and 
knapsacks  of  men  were  left  behind.  Neither  provisions  nor  ammu¬ 
nition  were  carried  off.  Some  attempt  was  made  to  carry  ammuni¬ 
tion,  as  boxes  without  number  were  found  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
where  the  steamers  had  been  landed. 

*  *  *  The  flight  of  the  enemy  was  so  hasty  that  they  aban¬ 

doned  their  pickets  and  gave  no  intimation  to  the  forces  at  Island 
No.  10.  The  consequence  is  that  one  gunboat  and  ten  large  steamers 
which  were  there  are  cut  off  from  below,  and  must  either  be  destroyed 
or  fall  into,  our  hands.  Island  No.  10  must  necessarily  be  evacuated, 
as  it  can  neither  be  reinforced  nor  supplied  from  below. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Our  whole  loss  during  the  operations  was  51  killed  and  wounded. 
A  detailed  list  will  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made. 

The  enemy’s  loss  can  not  be  ascertained.  A  number  of  his  dead 
were  left  unburied,  and  more  than  a  hundred  new  graves  attested 
that  he  must  have  suffered  severely. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

Brigadier-General,  C ommanding. 

Brigadier- General  G.  W.  Culluw, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineer ,  Department  of  Mississippi. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  IJ,  1862. 

(Received  15th.) 

Flag-Officer  Foote  left  this  morning  at  7  a.  m.  with  flotilla  and 
mortar  boats  for  down  the  river.  Last  heard  from  was  about  to 
leave  Columbus. 

A  telegram  received  here  from  General  Pope,  saying  that  New 
Madrid  was  evacuated  last  night  in  the  storm.  The  rebels  crossed 
the  river  and  dispersed  in  the  swamp,  only  taking  their  bodies  with 
them,  leaving  stores,  ammunition,  etc. 

General  Hamilton  is  in  command  at  New  Madrid.  General  Pope 
is  of  the  impression  that  from  frequent  passage  of  transports,  Island 
No.  10  is  also  evacuated;  but  will  make  reconnoissance  to  ascertain 
the  fact  to-morrow. 
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A  dispatch  sent  by  General  Strong  to-night  to  Flag-Officer  Foote 
to  inform  of  the  above. 

A.  [M.]  Pennock, 

Senior  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Benton, 

Near  Island  No.  10 ,  March  16 ,  1862. 

Captains  Kilty  and  Stembel  will  lay  their  vessels  to  the  bank  near 
the  mortar  boats,  so  as  to  protect  and  cover  them  during  the  night. 

The  other  ironplated  gunboats  of  the  squadron  will  anchor  in  a 
diagonal  line  across  the  river,  and  upon  the  port  side  and  a  little 
ahead  of  the  flagship,  so  that  the  broadsides  of  each  vessel  will  be 
uncovered  upon  either  side. 

By  order  of 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag -Officer. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  16 ,  1862. 

(Received  2  a.  m.,  17th.) 

A  messenger  left  the  flotilla  at  3  o’clock  yesterday.  The  fleet  was 
in  line  of  battle,  dropping  slowly  down  and  within  2  miles  of  the 
enemy. 

At  Island  Ko.  10  two  mortar  boats  were  in  position  and  four  shots 
fired.  The  Benton ,  gunboat,  fired  a  few  shells  to  try  the  range,  but 
no  reply  from  the  rebels.  Six  rebel  gunboats  in  sight,  and  large 
bodies  of  troops  appeared  unoccupied  on  main  and  close  to  head 
of  island. 

Commodore  in  good  spirits,  but  messenger  did  not  expect  a  fight 
before  to-day. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Senior  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  17 ,  1862. 

Dispatch  received  from  the  squadron,  dated  3  o’clock  last  night: 

We  have  had  some  beautiful  practice  to-day  with  rifles  at  their  upper  bat¬ 
tery.  Mortars  firing  also.  No  special  result.  Rebels  very  strong  and  hard 
for  us  to  get  at  them.  The  upper  battery  is  about  2  miles  above  Island  No.  10, 
on  the  Kentucky  shore.  General  Pope’s  guns  at  New  Madrid  command  the 
river,  preventing  rebel  gunboats  and  transports  from  passing,  they  being  be¬ 
tween  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

.  For  Flag-Officer  Foote. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

St.  Louis,  March  17,  1862. 

Steamer  Nebraska  will  join  Commodore  Foote’s  expedition,  the 
siege  guns  to  be  used  in  reducing  the  enemy’s  works.  Send  the  fol¬ 
lowing  with  all  possible  haste  to  General  Pope : 

You  will  immediately  construct  a  road  across  the  swamp  to  the  river  below 
St.  James,  so  that  your  forces  can  assist  the  flotilla  against  Island  No.  10. 
The  heavy  siege  guns  and  siege  ammunition  and  ferryboats  will  meet  you  on 
the  river.  I  think  you  had  better  strike  nearly  straight  across  the  peninsula, 
as  it  will  be  the  shortest  line. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

M  ajor-  General. 

Brigadier-General  Strong, 

Cairo,  III. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Mississippi, 

New  Madrid,  March  17,  1862. 

If  Commodore  Foote  can  run  past  the  batteries  of  Island  No.  10 
with  two  or  three  gunboats  and  reach  here,  I  can  cross  my  whole 
force  and  capture  every  man  of  the  enemy  at  Island  No.  10  and  on 
the  mainland.  I  shall  send  a  messenger  to  him  suggesting  it,  but  for 
fear  of  accident  you  had  perhaps  best  send  him  this  letter.  He  had 
best  be  careful  in  approaching  this  place,  in  case  he  gets  past  the 
battery,  and  display  a  white  flag  some  distance  off. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

Brig adier -General,  G ommanding. 

General  Cullum. 


[Telegram.] 


Baltimore,  March  17, 1862. 

We  have  dispatches  [ from]  Island  No.  10  up  to  2  o’clock  to-day. 
Rebels  are  in  force  with  gunboats,  floating  batteries,  and  land  bat¬ 
teries.  At  2  o’clock  Commodore  Foote  had  mortar  boats  in  position 
and  bombardment  about  commencing. 

Have  not  received  pass  for  Old  Point  yet. 

C.  C.  Fulton. 

Mr.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  attack  upon  batteries  by 

mortar  and  gunboats. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No".  10,  March  17,  1862. 

Sir:  Leaving  Cairo  on  the  14th  instant  with  seven  ironclad  gun¬ 
boats  and  ten  mortar  boats,  and  being  joined  at  Columbus  on  the 
same  day  by  Colonel  Buford,  in  command  of  some  1,200  troops,  I 
reached  Hickman  that  evening  with  the  flotilla  and  transports,  when 
the  Louisville,  Commander  Dove,  was  found  leaking  in  her  boilers 
and  was  sent  back  to  Columbus  for  repairs. 

On  the  15th  instant,  at  daylight,  the  flotilla  and  transports  moved 
down  the  river,  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  at  9  a.  m. 
The  rain  and  dense  fog  prevented  our  getting  the  vessels  in  position, 
other  than  two  mortar  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their 
range. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  I  placed  the  mortars 
in  as  good  position  as  the  circumstances  would  admit,  when  they 
shelled  several  regiments  out  of  their  encampments,  and  at  extreme 
range  reached  the  batteries  on  No.  10,  the  floating  battery,  and  the 
five  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore.  The  mortar  boats  are  in  charge 
of  Captain  Maynadier,  U.  S.  Army,  as  ordnance  officer,  assisted  by 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Sanford,  U.  S.  Navy,  who 
volunteered  his  services. 

This  morning,  the  17th  instant,  soon  after  daylight,  the  mortar 
boats  being  in  position,  I  had  the  Benton  lashed  between  two  other 
steamers  (the  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis ) ,  and  with  the  remaining  iron¬ 
clad  steamers  made  an  attack  on  the  forts  at  the  distance  of  2,000 
yards,  or  more,  on  account  of  the  rapid  current  rendering  the  boats 
too  unmanageable  to  come  within  a  shorter  range  without  endanger¬ 
ing  their  being  carried  under  the  enemy’s  guns;  and  as  a  nearer  ap¬ 
proach  would  expose  the  bow  and  quarter  of  the  vessels,  their  most 
vulnerable  points,  to  a  fire  from  six  other  batteries,  mounting  forty- 
three  guns.  We  opened  fire  upon  the  upper  fort  on  the  Tennessee 
shore  at  12  m.,  and  continued  to  give  and  receive  quite  a  brisk  fire 
from  this,  and  also  four  other  batteries  on  the  same  shore,  until 
darkness  obscured  the  forts  from  view.  The  ten  mortars  in  the  mean¬ 
time  shelled  the  troops  out  of  range,  excepting  those  manning  the 
batteries.  The  upper  fort  was  badly  cut  up  by  the  Benton  and  the 
other  boats  writh  her.  We  dismounted  one  of  their  guns,  and  the  men 
at  times  ran  from  the  batteries. 

Colonel  Buford  has  been  busy,  and  I  trust  profitably  engaged,  in 
making  reconnoissances  and  is  preparing  to  mount  his  siege  guns. 

In  the  attack  of  to-day  this  vessel  received  four  shots,  while  a 
rifle  gun  burst  aboard  the  St.  Louis,  killing  and  wounding  15  officers 
and  men.  I  enclose  a  list  of  casualties.  The  Cincinnati  has  had  her 
engines  injured,  which  may  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  send  her 
to  Cairo  for  repairs. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  silence  the  upper  battery  to-morrow,  after 
which  we  can  plant  the  mortars  in  a  position  where  we  expect  to  be 
able  to  shell  the  rebels  out  of  their  batteries. 

This  place  is  even  stronger  and  better  adapted  for  defense  than 
Columbus  has  ever  been;  each  fortification  commands  the  one  above 
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it.  We  can  count  forty-nine  guns  in  the  different  batteries,  where 
there  are  probably  double  the  number,  with  10,000  troops. 

From  exhaustion,  arising  from  continuous  service  and  want  of 
sleep,  you  will  excuse  this  incoherent,  discursive  report. 

Our  shells  bursting  prematurely,  we  have  to  drown  them  before 
loading  the  guns.  The  fuzes,  many  of  which  I  am  informed  were 
made  before  the  Mexican  war,  ought  to  have  been  condemned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comclg.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

[Flon.]  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  gunboat  St.  Louis,  March  17,  1862. 

Killed  (by  bursting  of  rifle  gun). — James  Jackson,  seaman,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill. ;  P.  S.  Goth,  seaman,  Maine. 

Wounded  (by  bursting  of  rifle  gun). — S.  II.  McAdam,  master’s 
mate,  Chicago,  severely;  John  A.  McDonald,  gunner,  Baltimore, 
slightly;  II.  T.  Blv,  seaman,  New  Bedford,  severely;  J.  W.  Sprowl, 
seaman,  Bristol,  Me.,  severely;  P.  Mulhenin,  seaman,  Boston,  Mass., 
severely;  Rich.  Gouger,  severely;  Frank  Clemmens,  seaman,  severely; 
Charles  Woolf,  seaman,  severely;  Henry  Joy,  seaman,  Worcester 
County,  Mass.,  slightly;  Charles  Wilson,  seaman,  Philadelphia, 
severely;  William  Kelcher,  seaman,  Boston,  Mass.,  severely;  M.  C. 
Donaghho,  seaman,  Fredericktown,  Pa.,  slightly;  Perae  Leon,  sea¬ 
man,  Sardinian,  slightly. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  McDill, 

Assistant  Surgeon ,  ZJ.  S.  Gunboat  St.  Louis. 

Leonard  Paulding, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Benton,  March  17 , 1862. 

(Received  1:28  p.  m.,  18th,  via  Cairo,  Ill.) 

We  have  this  moment  returned  to  our  anchorage  after  five  hours’ 
fighting  with  five  rebel  forts,  in  which  we  have  not  suffered  ma¬ 
terially,  other  than  in  the  bursting  of  a  rifled  gun  aboard  the  St. 
Louis,  killing  and  wounding  14  [15]  officers  and"  men,  and  some  in- 
juiy  sustained  by  the  Cincinnati.  I  his  vessel  was  struck  four  times 
two  of  the  shots  passing  through  upper  decks.  We  damaged  the 
nearest  fort  and  had  darkness  not  prevented  would  have  silenced  it 
as  their  men  at  one  time  were  seen  running  from  it. 

The  place  is  stronger  and  more  difficult  to  take  than  Columbus 
ever  was,  as  a  long  line  of  forts  on  the  river  command  one  another. 
Ihe  mortal  boats  do  well,  and  had  we  a  place  to  put  them  out  of 
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sight  of  the  forts  we  could  soon  shell  out  the  rebels.  They  have  done 
good  execution  as  it  is.  I  will  write  as  soon  as  possible. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  March  18,  1862. 

(Received  1 :  30  p.  m.,  18th.) 

News  received  this  9  a.  m.  from  flagship  Benton  dated  near  Island 
No.  10,  17th : 

We  liad  hard  work  this  afternoon  with  the  upper  battery  of  all  at  this  point. 

Four  shots  struck  us  only,  out  of  the  fire  of  five  forts.  One  shot  after  strik¬ 
ing  the  upper  deck  twice  and  lower  deck  once,  breaking  some  half  a  dozen 
beams,  finally  lodged  in  the  flag-officer’s  desk,  depositing  itself  in  the  drawer 
as  quietly  as  possible. 

We  had  battered  the  forts  all  to  pieces,  dismounting  one  gun,  but  night 
came  upon  us  and  we  had  to  leave  without  finishing  the  work,  but  will  to¬ 
morrow  go  at  him  again. 

A  rifled  gun  burst  on  board  the  St.  Louis  and  killed  2  men  outright,  wounded 
mortally  2  more,  and  wounded  10  others.  These  are  the  only  casualties. 

The  mortars  are  doing  well. 

I  shall  to-day,  by  direction  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  send  down  6 
more  mortar  boats,  making  16  in  all. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Senior  Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  19,  1862 — 12  p.  m. 

(Received,  11  a.  m.,  20th.) 

Dispatch  received  from  Flag-Officer  Foote  at  12  to-night: 

This  place,  Island  No.  10,  is  harder  to  conquer  than  Columbus,  as  the  island 
shores  are  lined  with  forts,  each  fort  commanding  the  one  above  it. 

We  are  gradually  approaching,  but  still  do  not  hope  for  much  till  Pope’s 
army  can  make  a  simultaneous  attack  in  rear. 

We  are  firing  day  and  night  on  the  rebels,  and  we  gain  on  them,  but  a  trav¬ 
erse  is  being  tried,  which,  if  successful,  will  astonish  Secesh. 

We  are  having  some  of  the  most  beautiful  rifle  practice  ever  witnessed.  The 
mortar  shells  have  done  fine  execution ;  one  shell  was  fairly  landed  on  their 
floating  battery  and  cleared  the  concern  in  short  meter. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

For  Flag-Officer  Foote. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  attack  upon  the  upper  fort 

on  Island  No.  10. 

Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  March  19, 1862. 

Sir:  On  the  17th  instant  I  communicated  to  the  Department  an 
account  of  our  leaving  Cairo  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Island  No. 
10,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  to-morrow  (yesterday)  we  should 
be  able  to  capture  the  upper  fort  at  this  point. 

Yesterday  we  were  firing  on  the  upper  fort  at  long  range,  breach¬ 
ing  it  occasionally,  and  dismounted  another  gun,  while  the  mortars 
were  playing  on  the  lower  fortifications,  having  driven  the  encamp¬ 
ments  down  the  river  just  out  of  range  of  our  shells.  As  the  forts 
are  distinct  from  each  other,  and  occupy  but  little  space  and  have 
been  mostly  constructed  for  four  or  five  months,  it  is  impossible  to 
use  the  mortars  with  as  much  effect  as  could  have  been  done  at 
Columbus,  where  the  batteries  were  more  compact  and  exposed,  and 
the  troops  having  less  shelter  than  here.  IVe  are,  however,  keeping 
up  an  occasional  fire,  day  and  night,  to  prevent  the  enemy  repairing 
his  damages,  gradually  approaching  his  strongest  holds,  and  I  trust 
we  will  be  able,  in  cooperation  with  General  Pope’s  division  of  the 
Army,  soon  to  get  possession  of  the  place. 

This  position  was  selected  by  the  rebels  on  account  of  its  being  in¬ 
accessible  by  land  in  a  high  stage  of  water  on  the  Missouri  side, 
which  side  General  Pope’s  army  occupies  at  New  Madrid,  and  as  he 
has  no  transports  of  any  kind  with  which  to  cross  over  to  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  side  and  march  in  upon  the  rear  of  the  rebels,  I  have  this 
morning  sent  him  two  tugs  and  hope  to  be  able  to  get  two  gunboats 
also  through  the  same  bayou  or  slough  to  him.  If  we  can  do  this, 
and  the  two  gunboats  coming  up  and  attacking  the  forts  from  below 
with  the  land  attack,  I  have  no  doubt  but  Ave  shall  secure  a  complete 
victory.  We  must  proceed  here  slowly  and  cautiously,  which  alone 
can  prove  effective,  especially  bearing  in  mind  the  rapid  current  and 
certainty  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  in  these  slow  boats 
if  we  run  as  close  to  the  batteries  as  we  might  do  were  the  rebels 
upstream. 

Colonel  Buford,  commanding  the  troops  here,  amounting  to  about, 
1,500,  will  be  ready  to  perform  all  service  required  until  the  arrival 
of  General  Pope  in  force.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  make  the  grand  at¬ 
tack  for  several  days.  This  will  depend  upon  the  arrival  of  General 
Pope. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  continued  shelling  of 

the  batteries. 

Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  16,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir:  Most  of  the  ironclad  steamers,  including  this  vessel,  are  still 
lying  within  long  range  of  the  rebel  forts  and  occasionally,  with  the 
mortar  boats,  are  throwing  shells  into  the  enemy’s  batteries,  which 
have  induced  them  to  withdraw  all  their  superfluous  men  not  re¬ 
quired  in  serving  their  guns.  To-day  the  upper  battery  opened  upon 
us,  but  was  silenced  in  half  an  hour,  this  ship  dismounting  a  gun. 
I  send  to-night  a  boat  to  sound  in  a  narrow  and  shallow  channel,  in 
hopes  the  present  rise  of  water  in  the  river  will  enable  me  to  dis¬ 
patch  a  small  steamer  with  light  draft  to  General  Pope  near  New 
Madrid,  who,  as  I  have  already  informed  the  Department,  has  sev¬ 
eral  times  requested  that  I  would  send  him  two  or  three  gunboats, 
to  enable  him  to  cross  over  to  the  Tennessee  side  with  the  view  of 
attacking  the  rebels  in  the  rear  at  this  point,  while  we  make  the 
attack  in  front  or  on  the  river  side.  I  am  apprehensive,  however, 
from  an  ill  success  thus  far,  that  this  project  may  not  prove  feasible. 
To-day,  for  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  in  command  of  the  flo¬ 
tilla,  I  called  a  council  of  war,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
opinion  of  the  officers  with  reference  to  sending,  or  attempting  to 
send,  aid  requested  to  General  Pope.  The  officers,  with  one  excep¬ 
tion,  were  decidedly  opposed  to  running  the  blockade,  believing  that 
it  would  result  in  ithe  almost  certain  destruction  of  the  boats  which 
should  attempt  to  pass  the  six  forts  with  fifty  guns  bearing  upon  the 
vessels.  I  have  been  seriously  disposed  to  run  the  blockade  myself 
[in  the  Bentonf\ ,  which  is  better  protected  than  the  other  boats,  al¬ 
though  she  is  slow  and  works  sluggishly;  but  upon  reconsideration, 
as  her  loss  would  be  so  great  if  we  failed,  and  my  personal  services 
here  considered  so  important  with  the  fleet  and  transports,  I  have  for 
the  present  abandoned  the  idea.  This  place  is  admirably  chosen  for 
defense  by  the  rebels,  as  its  rear  can  only  be  approached  in  this  stage 
of  water  from  the  river  side  opposite  New  Madrid,  its  being  sur¬ 
rounded  by  bayous  or  sloughs,  while  its  long  line  of  six  forts  com¬ 
manding  one  another  from  the  river  front  render  it  almost  impreg¬ 
nable  to  an  attacking  force. 

General  Pope  having  no  transports,  and  without  our  reaching  him 
by  running  the  blockade,  is  unable  to  cross  over  to  the  Tennessee  side 
from  New  Madrid,  where  he  now  is  in  force,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
him,  from  the  inundated  state  of  the  country,  to  send  or  march  his 
troops  to  this  point.  Were  we  to  attempt  to  attack  these  heavy  bat¬ 
teries  with  the  gunboats  or  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  and  fail,  as 
I  have  already  stated  in  a  former  communication,  the  rivers  above  us 
(Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Cumberland)  would  be  greatly  exposed,  not 
only  frustrating  the  grand  object  of  the  expedition,  but  exposing  our 
towns  and  cities  bordering  those  rivers;  especially  so,  should  General 
Pope  be  unable  to  hold  his  position  at  New  Madrid.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  our  boats  being  so  ill  adapted  to  fighting  down 
the  river,  with  two  rifle  guns  having  burst,  and  our  imperfect  shells, 
have  induced  me  to  act  with  great  caution,  and  expose  the  flotilla  less, 
than  under  more  favorable  circumstances  it  would  be  my  duty  to 
do,  for  the  great  object  for  which  the  fleet  was  created.  Of  the  future, 
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in  absence  of  instructions  from  higher  authority,  I  shall  be  governed 
by  circumstances  as  they  may  arise.  When  the  object  of  running  the 
blockade  becomes  adequate  to  the  risk,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  do  it. 
The  place  may  be  occupied  by  us  in  a  short  time  without  an  assault, 
as  the  rebels  must  be  cut  off  from  their  necessary  supplies;  still,  if 
this  does  not  soon  take  place,  it  may  become  necessary  to  force  the 
blockade  or  adopt  some  other  measures  which  have  not  yet  suggested 
themselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  I).  C. 

I  am  still  on  crutches,  and  my  foot  hardly  improving  on  account 
of  its  necessary  exposure. 

A.  H.  F. 


[Telegram.] 


St.  Louis,  March  20,  1862. 

Enemy’s  flotilla,  hemmed  in  between  Commodore  Foote  and 
General  Pope,  has  made  another  attempt  to  escape  down  the  river. 
Gunboats  cannonaded  General’s  Pope’s  batteries  on  the  18th  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  but  were  driven  back  with  severe  loss.  One  gunboat 
was  sunk  and  several  badly  damaged.  They  are  completely  hemmed 
in  and  can  escape  only  by  fighting  their  way  out. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton. 


H.  W.  Halleck, 

M  ajor-General. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  advis¬ 
ing  the  withdrawal  of  the  mortar  boats  at  night. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  March  22,  1862. 

Sir:  As  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore  and  on  Island 
No.  10  can  at  any  time  open  an  effective  fire  upon  the  mortar  boats 
and  gunboats  on  this  point,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
former  be  removed  at  night  to  prevent  their  falling  into'  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  in  a  general  assault. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

_  Commander,  U.  S.  Navv. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  tile  Mississippi, 

^  St.  Louis,  March  24,  1862. 

Yours  of  yesterday  received.  Commodore  Foote  will  not  attempt 
to  run  past  the  batteries  and  he  can  not  reduce  them.  If  the  crossing 
can  not  be  effected  with  safety,  it  had  bette*  be  undertaken.  The 
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main  object  is  accomplished  by  holding  the  enemy  in  position.  If 
the  idea  of  crossing  is  given  up  send  all  the  forces  you  can  spare  to 
Bird’s  Point,  to  be  transported  up  the  Tennessee.  We  can  there 
turn  the  enemy  and  cut  off  his  retreat  by  land  white  your  guns  com¬ 
mand  the  river.  If  this  meets  your  views  I  will  also  withdraw  the 
forces  from  Hickman  with  the  same  object.  The  immediate  reduc¬ 
tion  of  these  batteries  is  not  important,  but  the  failure  in  an  attempt 
to  cross  your  army  over  the  river  might  be  disastrous.  I  am  de¬ 
cidedly  in  favor  of  the  move  up  the  Tennessee.  Answer. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General. 

General  Pope, 

New  Madrid. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  Major-General 
Halleck,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  for  reduction  of  the  works  on  Island 
No.  10. 

No.  1.]  U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Island  No.  10 ,  March  26.  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  my  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  we  have  been 
lying  off  the  forts  at  long  range,  occasionally  firing  a  rifle  shot  and 
more  frequently  throwing  mortars  upon  the  island  and  at  the  forti¬ 
fications  on  the  Tennessee  shore.  The  rebels  still  hold  the  forts,  but 
the  encampments  are  removed  beyond  range,  with  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  to  serve  their  heavy  guns,  which  seem  to  be  well  protected 
from  our  shells  by  their  breastworks. 

A  communication  from  General  Halleck,  a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed,  leads  me  to  hope  that  we  may  yet  derive  support  from  the 
army,  irrespective  of  General  Pope’s  force,  which  will  cross  over 
from  New  Madrid  and  attack  the  rebels  in  rear  white  we  make 
the  attack  in  front,  in  case  we  succeed  in  getting  two  steamers  and 
several  cutters,  which  are  now  working  their  way  toward  that  point, 
through  the  bayous  or  sloughs.  Should  this  effort  be  unsuccessful, 
I  hope  to  hear  that  a  land  force  of  some  10,000  men  will  be  in  the 
rebels’  rear  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  days.  With  the  exception  of  a 
ridge  or  higher  land  on  the  river  bank  from  the  Tennessee  side,  from 
directly  opposite  New  Madrid  to  nearly  opposite  No.  10,  the  whole 
country  is  inundated,  or  at  least  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  troops  from 
other  points  reaching  the  rebels’  rear,  showing  how  admirable  their 
position  has  been  chosen  for  defense. 

We  now  have  here  six  iron-plated  gunboats,  one  wooden  gunboat, 
the  Conestoga ,  and  sixteen  mortar  boats,  one  ironclad  gunboat  being 
at  Nashville,  one  guarding  Columbus  and  Hickman,  and  two  wooden 
boats  up  the  Tennessee,  while  the  Essex ,  Commander  Porter,  is 
repairing  at  St.  Louis.  We  have  all  the  mortar  boats  which  we  can 
use  to  any  advantage.  Still  want  two  towboats  for  these  in  greater 
force,  as  we  have  a  strong  current,  requiring  the  greatest  vigilance  to 
prevent  them  and  the  gunboats  from  being  carried  downstream, 
from  the  want  of  steam  power  of  the  latter.  Colonel  Buford,  com¬ 
manding  the  troops,  has  a  force  of  between  1,900  and  2,000  men,  who, 
in  fact,  living  as  they  necessarily  do  aboard  the  transports,  can  not, 
surrounded  as  they  are  by  water,  the  banks  overflowed,  accomplish 
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anything  of  consequence.  Thus  we  are  waiting  to  open  communi¬ 
cation  with  General  Pope  at  New  Madrid. 

I  also  forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  me  by  General  Strong, 
commanding  at  Cairo,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rebels  have 
thirteen  gunboats,  independently  of  the  five  below  New  Madrid,  and 
the  Manassas ,  or  ram,  at  Memphis.  I  presume  that  these  boats  are 
not  equal  to  ours;  still  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  their 
character,  especially  those  at  New  Orleans. 

I  have  ordered  the  rifle  guns  as  they  arrive  at  Cairo  to  be  sent  to 
us,  as  our  rifles  are  unsafe  and  must  be  condemned  as  others  can  be 
supplied.  The  rifle  shells,  as  well  as  those  of  the  8-inch  guns  and  32s, 
also  burst  prematurely,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  drown  all  fuzes 
at  a  distance  exceeding  1,000  yards. 

I  shall  proceed  with  caution  in  our  work  here,  being  fully  aware 
of  our  disadvantages.  If,  however,  any  disaster  should  occur  from 
circumstances  beyond  my  control,  I  have  ordered  the  ironclad  gun¬ 
boats  Cairo  and  Louisville ,  with  the  wooden  boats  Tyler  and  Lex¬ 
ington,  to  meet  at  Cairo,  or  as  far  down  as  Columbus,  and  even 
Hickman,  to  prevent  the  l’ebel  gunboats  from  ascending  the  river 
beyond  Cairo,  which  place  is  now  so  nearly  overflowed  as  to  render 
it  necessary  for  us  to  remove  all  our  ammunition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 
Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I) .  C . 

* 

P.  S.— Were  we  able  even  to  shell  the  forces  out  of  their  fortifica¬ 
tions,  they  would  reoccupy  as  we  passed  down  the  river,  as  we  have 
less  than  2,000  troops  to  take  possession. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

St.  Louis,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  report  (without  date)  [March  17], 
of  your  operations  against  the  enemy’s  batteries  in  the  vicinity  of 
Island  No.  10.  While  I  am  certain  that  you  have  done  everything 
that  could  be  done  successfully  to  reduce  these  works,  I  am  very 
glad  that  you  have  not  unnecessarily  exposed  your  gunboats.  If 
they  had  been  disabled,  it  would  have  been  a  most  serious  loss  to  us 
n  the  future  operations  of  the  campaign,  whereas  the  reduction  of 
these  batteries  this  week  or  next  is  a  matter  of  very  little  impor¬ 
tance  indeed.  I  think  it  will  turn  out  in  the  end  that  it  is  much 
better  for  us  that  they  are  not  reduced  till  we  can  fully  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  their  troops. 

Everything  is  now  progressing  well  on  the  Tennessee  River 
toward  opening  your  way  down  the  Mississippi. 

The  reduction  of  these  works  is  only  a  question  of  time  and  we 
are  in  no  hurry  on  that  point. 
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Nothing  is  lost  by  a  little  delay  there.  I  am  directing  all  my 
attention  now  to  another  object,  and  when  that  is  accomplished  the 
enemy  must  evacuate  or  surrender. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck, 
Commanding  General. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  etc. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Pope,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  17.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  the  services  of  a  gunboat. 

FIeadquarters  District  of  the  Mississippi, 

New  Madrid ,  March  26, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  instructed  Colonel  Bissell,  who  is  making  slow  but 
certain  progress  with  his  work,  to  deepen  the  channel  sufficiently  to 
enable  one  of  your  smallest  gunboats  to  be  brought  through.  The 
river  there  is  so  wide  that  our  guns  on  this  bank  can  not  command 
the  landing  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  I  need  a  gunboat  to  lie  near 
the  opposite  shore  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  batteries  or  the 
use  of  field  guns  against  our  boats  in  crossing.  The  enemy’s  pickets 
line  the  opposite  shore  from  Island  No.  10,  all  the  way  round  to  Tip- 
tonville  (Merri weather’s  Landing),  and  any  movement  will  be  ob¬ 
served  as  soon  as  it  is  begun.  Of  course  the  frail  steamers  loaded 
with  men  are  not  suitable  to  effect  the  passage  of  the  river  in  face 
of  an  enemy,  even  with  field  batteries.  Your  smallest  gunboat  will 
answer  all  purposes,  and  can  be  brought  through,  even  if  it  be 
necessary  to  take  off  her  guns  temporarily.  They  can  either  be 
brought  down  in  one  of  the  steamers  or  barges,  or  we  can  arm  her 
with  32-pounders  and  8-inch  howitzers  here.  I  think  the  escape 
of  the  enemy  nearly  impossible;  certainly  no  baggage  nor  any  sort 
of  artillery  or  material  of  war  can  be  carried  off. 

My  lower  battery  is  2  miles  below  Tiptonville,  and  commands  the 
upper  end  of  the  overflowed  lands  on  the  east  bank.  It  consists  of 
two  24-pounders  and  two  10-pound  Parrotts,  well  supported.  From 
this  place  round  to  the  lower  battery,  the  shore  is  lined  with  heavy 
guns,  24s  and  32s. 

I  shall  anxiously  await  your  reply,  in  which  I  hope  you  will  let 
me  know  the  draft  of  your  smallest  gunboat,  with  and  without  guns. 

To  cross  this  furious  river,  now  so  wide  that  our  batteries  can  not 
cover  the  landing  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  with  artillery,  and  in  such 
frail  vessels  as  we  must  use,  is  a  very  hazardous  and  difficult  opera¬ 
tion,  only  to  be  justified  by  the  necessities  of  the  case.  Every 
means,  therefore,  must  be  taken  to  diminish  the  danger  of  any  disas¬ 
ter,  and  your  gunboat  will  render  matters  greatly  more  safe.  When 
once  my  force  is  on  the  other  side,  I  am  a  match  for  any  enemy  to 
be  found  there,  in  whatever  numbers  they  are  likely  to  have.  Please 
communicate  with  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

Kespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

M ajor-General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  FI.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  March  27,  1862. 

All  quiet  at  Island  No.  10.  Engineer  corps  cutting  thrice  [canal?] 
through  neck  of  land  to  enable  transports  to  get  below  the  island  and 
afford  aid  to  General  Pope. 

The  river  is  rising  fast,  giving  aid  to  the  above. 

Colonel  [Napoleon  B.]  Buford,  in  a  reconnoissance,  captured  6 
men,  who  represented  the  rebels  had  lost  60  killed,  also  40  negroes 
used  in  repairing  fortifications. 

Rebel  communication  as  yet  uninterrupted  by  land  to  their  water 
transportation. 

Rebel  force,  12,000. 

Captain  Maynadier  went  up  with  balloonist  yesterday  and  made 
intended  observations. 

Great  destruction  has  been  caused  by  the  mortars. 

It  is  reported  on  the  authority  of  different  persons  from  New 
Orleans  that  the  rebels  have  thirteen  gunboats  finished  and  ready  to 
move  up  the  Mississippi,  besides  the  four  or  six  below  New  Madrid 
and  the  ram  at  Memphis. 

A.  M.  Pen  nock, 

For  Flag-Officer  Foote. 

II.  A.  Wise, 

Navy  Department. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  engineering  operations 
proposed  for  facilitating  cooperation. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  General  Hal- 
leck,  with  my  reply  and  a  copy  of  orders  to  Commander  Porter,  my 
second  in  command,  in  reference  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  com¬ 
manding  general’s  letter. 

Colonel  Bissell,  the  engineer  of  General  Pope’s  army,  is  attempting 
to  find  a  passage  through  the  bayous  or  sloughs,  that  we  may  send 
two  small  steamers  to  General  Pope  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the 
river  at  New  Madrid  and  sending  a  force  to  attack  the  rebels" here 
while  we  make  the  attack  in  front  with  the  gun  and  mortar  boats. 
I  hope  the  effort  of  Colonel  Bissell  may  prove  successful,  as  he  is 
making  quite  satisfactory  progress  thus  far. 

I  am  lying  within  long  range  of  the  rebels’  batteries,  but  very  few 
shots  are  exchanged  between  us.  It  would  seem  that,  we  have  a  good 
prospect  of  capturing  the  rebels  here,  unless  the  rise  of  water,  or 
impossibility  of  a  force  attacking  them  in  the  rear,  should  prevent. 
Were  we  even  to  shell  the  enemy  out  of  his  batteries,  we  have  not 
force  enough  to  occupy,  unless  supported  by  an  army  in  the  rear. 

General  Halleck  will  communicate  fully  with  the  War  Department 
in  relation  to  the  preferred  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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P-  S. — As  I  am  ordered  to  this  place,  I  shall  here  remain,  keeping 
my  second  in  command  to  attend  to  important  duties  in  St.  Louis, 
with  the  hope  of  being  able,  with  the  army  in  the  rear,  if  one  comes, 
to  capture  the  rebels  and  then  proceed  to  New  Madrid.  We  have 
only  six  ironclad  gunboats  here,  as  one  is  up  the  Cumberland,  one 
at  St.  Louis  repairing,  Essex,  and  one  at  Hickman,  not  in  good 
order,  guarding  that  point  and  Columbus.  I  shall  be  cautious  and 
do  all  in  my  power  to  accomplish  the  great  work  assigned  me. 

A.  H.  F. 

My  foot  unexpectedly  continues  much  inflamed  and  swollen,  and 
I  am  still  compelled  to  use  crutches.  If  I  fall,  or  otherwise  become 
disabled,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis  be¬ 
come  my  successor. 

A.  II.  F. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Madrid,  March  27,  1862. 

Your  dispatch  of  24th  received.  Will  take  Island  [No.]  10  within 
a  week.  Trust  me.  As  Commodore  Foote  is  unable  to  reduce  and 
unwilling  to  run  his  gunboats  past  it,  I  would  ask,  as  they  belong  to 
the  United  States,  that  he  be  directed  to  remove  his  crews  from 
two  of  them  and  turn  over  the  boats  to  me.  I  will  bring  them  here. 
I  can  get  along  without  them,  but  will  have  several  days’  delay. 

The  railroad  from  Bird’s  Point  to  Sikeston  under  water,  and  route 
to  Commerce  impracticable  from  backwater  of  swamps.  Troops 
could  not  be  taken  from  here  till  river  is  open.  I  am  confident  of 
success,  and  shall  carefully  provide  against  any  danger  in  crossing 
the  river. 

Jno.  Pope, 
Major-General. 

Major-General  Halleck. 


[Telegram.] 

St.  Louis,  March  28,  1862. 

General  Pope  is  confident  that  he  can  turn  the  enemy’s  position 
by  crossing  below.  Give  him  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  by  the 
use  of  your  gunboats.  I  think  that  by  a  combined  operation  the 
object  can  be  accomplished.  One  or  two  gunboats  are  very  necessary 
to  protect  his  crossing.  Assist  him  in  this  if  you  can. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Major-General. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

St.  Louis ,  March  28 ,  1862. 

I  have  telegraphed  to  Commodore  Foote  to  give  all  the  aid  in  his 
power.  You  have  a  difficult  problem  to  solve.  I  will  not  embarrass 
you  with  instructions.  I  leave  you  free  to  act  as  your  judgment  may 
deem  best. 

H.  W.  FIalleck, 

Major-  General. 

General  Pope, 

New  Madrid. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  30 ,  1862. 

I  reached  Island  No.  10  last  evening  about  5  o’clock.  Found  mat¬ 
ters  very  quiet.  A  plan  was  agreed  on  for  active  operations,  which 
will  go  into  effect  about  Thursday.  I  will  write  you  fully  in  regard 
to  it.  Commodore  Foote  has  asked  the  Navy  Department  for  more 
guns,  to  replace  those  on  his  boats,  which  are  nearly  worn-out.  It  is 
very  important  to  have  these  guns  by  the  time  No.  10  is  taken,  and 
the  Navy  and  War  Departments  should,  by  some  means,  manage  to 
forward  the  guns  immediately.  We  have  information  here  that  the 
rebels  are  finishing  some  heavy  gunboats  to  ascend  the  river.  To 
provide  for  them  and  any  mishap  that  may  occur  to  our  own  fleet  in 
contending  with  their  combined  land  and  water  batteries,  Columbus 
and  Belmont  should  be  strongly,  fortified.  Halleck  and  Foote  both 
anxious  to  have  this  done.  I  returned  to  Cairo  this  morning.  Prob¬ 
ably  return  to  island  to-night. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Walke,  IT.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  to  proceed  to  New  Madrid  for  cooperation  with 
the  army  forces. 

u.  S.  Flag- Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  avail  yourself  of  the  first  fog  or  rainy  night  and 
drift  your  steamer  down  past  the  batteries,  on  the  Tennessee  shore, 
and  Island  No.  10,  until  you  reach  New  Madrid. 

I  assign  you  this  service,  as  it  is  vitally  important  to  the  capture 
of  this  place  that  a  gunboat  should  soon  be  at  New  Madrid,  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  General  Pope’s  army  while  he  crosses 
that  point  to  the  opposite,  or  to  the  Tennessee  side  of  the  river, 
that  he  may  move  his  army  up  to  Island  No.  10  and  attack  the  rebels 
in  rear  while  we  attack  them  in  front. 

Should  you  succeed  in  reaching  General  Pope,  you  will  freely 
confei  with  him  and  adopt  his  suggestions,  so  far  as  your  superior 
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knowledge  of  what  your  boat  will  perform  will  enable  you  to  do, 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  his  force  while  crossing  the  river. 

You  will  also,  if  you  have  coal,  and  the  current  of  the  river  will 
permit,  steam  up  the  river  when  the  army  moves,  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  their  fortifications;  still,  you  will  act  cautiously  here,  as 
your  own  will  be  the  only  boat  below. 

You  will  capture  or  destroy  the  rebel  steamer  gunboat  Grampus 
and  the  transports,  if  possible,  between  this  place  and  No.  10,  at  such 
time  as  will  not  embarrass  you  in  placing  yourself  in  communication 
with  General  Pope  at  the  earliest  possible  time  after  leaving  this 
place. 

On  this  delicate  and  somewhat  hazardous  service  I  assign  you. 

I  must  enjoin  upon  you  ‘the  importance  of  keeping  your  lights 
secreted  in  the  hold,  or  put  out;  keeping  your  officers  and  men  from 
speaking  at  all  when  passing  the  forts,  above  a  whisper,  and  then 
only  on  duty;  and  of  using  every  other  precaution  to  prevent  the 
rebels  suspecting  that  you  are  dropping  below  their  batteries. 

If  you  successfully  perform  this  duty  assigned  you,  which  you  so 
willingly  undertake,  it  will  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  you  and 
all  belonging  to  your  vessel,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  Government 
will  fully  appreciate  and  reward  you  for  a  service  which,  I  trust, 
will  enable  the  army  to  cross  the  river  and  make  a  successful  attack 
in  rear  while  we  storm  the  batteries  in  front  of  this  stronghold  of 
the  rebels.  * 

Commending  you  and  all  who  compose  your  command  to  the 
care  and  protection  of  God,  who  rules  the  world  and  directs  all 
things, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  H.  Walke, 

Commanding  C  arondelet. 

P.  S.— Should  you  meet  with  disaster,  you  will,  as  a  last  resort, 
destroy  the  steam  machinery,  and,  if  possible  to  escape,  set  fire  to 
your  gunboat  or  sink  her,  and  prevent  her  from  .falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  F. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flag- Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Halleck,  which  I 
believe  was  accidentallv  left  out  of  my  dispatches  yesterday.  As  the 
dispatches  refer  to  this  letter,  I  send  it  in  case  it  was  omitted  yes- 

terdav.  .  .  ,  ,  „  . 

I  hope  to  be  able  yet  to  get  all  the  required  assistance  to  General 
Pope  at  New  Madrid,  enabling  him  to  cross  the  river  at  that  point, 
to  move  up  and  attack  the  rebels  at  this  place  in  rear  while  I  make 
the  attack  in  front. 

N  w  r — vol  22 - 45 
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The  exposed  state  of  the  river  above  for  want  of  gunboats  and 
troops  induces  me  to  act  with  the  greatest  caution,  as  momentous 
consequences  are  involved  in  the  issue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  H.  Foote. 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 
requesting  removal  of  sick  and  wounded. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Off  Island  No.  10 ,  April  1 ,  1862. 
Sir  :  As  the  gun  deck  of  this  vessel  is  very  much  lumbered  up  with 
the  sick  and  wounded  at  present,  I  respectfully  request  that  they  may 
be  removed  on  board  of  some  other  steamer,  where  our  surgeon  wiil 
attend  them,  if  necessary,  while  here. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

>  .  Commander.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

P.  S. — I  herewith  enclose  the  surgeon’s  report. 

H.  W. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet,  April  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  three  patients  on  board  that  are  dangerously  ill.  If 
they  could  be  put  in  a  place  where  there  is  less  noise  and  fewer 
changes  of  temperature  they  might  all  get  well.  If  they  must  remain 
here  I  fear  they  will  all  die.  1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  they 
be  placed  on  board  a  transport,  if  possible,  or  sent  to  Cairo  hospital 
by  the  first  boat  that  goes  up. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  McNeeley, 
Assistant  Surgeon. 

H.  Walke, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Elag-Oflicer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  combined  expedition  against 

battery  on  Tennessee  shore. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10 ,  April  2 ,  1862. 

Last  night  an  armed  boat  expedition  was  fitted  out  from  the  squad- 
ron  and  the  land  forces  at  this  point,  under  command  of  Colonel 
[George  W.]  Roberts,  of  the  Forty-second  Illinois  Ejegiment 
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The  five  boats  comprising  the  expedition  were  in  charge  of  First 
Master  J.  Y.  Johnston,  of  the  St.  Lords,  assisted  by  Fourth  Master 
G.  P. .Lord,  of  the  Benton;  Fourth  Master  Pearce,  of  the  Cincinnati ; 
Fourth  Master  Morgan,  of  the  Pittsburg ,  and  Master’s  Mate  Scoville, 
of  the  Mound  City ,  each  with  a  boat’s  crew  of  10  men  from  their  re¬ 
spective  vessels,  and  carrying  in  all  100  men,  exclusive  of  officers, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Roberts. 

At  midnight  the  boats  reached  the  upper,  or  No.  1,  fort,  and,  pull¬ 
ing  directly  in  face,  carried  it,  receiving  only  the  harmless  fire  of  two 
sentinels  who  ran  on  the  discharge  of  their  muskets,  while  the  rebel 
troops  in  the  vicinity  rapidly  retreated ;  whereupon  Colonel  Roberts 
spiked  the  six  guns  mounted  in  the  fort  and  retired  in  the  boats 
uninjured. 

The  commanding  officer  represents  all  under  his  command,  from 
their  coolness  and  determination,  as  being  ready  to  perform  more 
hazardous  service  had  it  been  required,  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  object 
of  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  FI.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Colonel  Roberts. 

[Duplicate  sent  to  Major-General  Halleck.] 


Report  of  Colonel  Roberts,  commanding  Forty-Second  Illinois  Infantry. 

On  board  Steamer  Memphis, 

April  2, 1862. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last 
evening  at  5  :30  o’clock  I  took  command  of  an  expedition  designed 
against  the  rebel  battery  No.  1  on  the  Tennessee  shore. 

My  force  consisted  of  five  boats,  furnished  by  the  gunboats  Benton, 
St.  Louis ,  Cincinnati ,  Pittsburg,  and  Mound  City,  manned  by  crews 
of  these  boats,  respectively,  and  transported  a  detachment  of  50 
men  from  Company  A,  Forty-second  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 

My  first  endeavor  was  to  proceed  through  the  overflown  woodland 
on  the  Kentucky  shore  and  thus  escape  observation.  This  proved 
to  be  impracticable,  as  well  because  of  the  fall  of  the  river  as  of  the 
large  amount  of  drift  accumulated  among  the  trees.  We  then  drop¬ 
ped  down  to  the  first  mortar  boat  and  laid  by  until  11  p.  m.,  when 
all  the  boats  got  underway  and  proceeded,  one  after  another,  keeping 
close  under  the  shadow  of  the  shore.  The  Benton's  boat  led  until 
the  outlines  of  battery  No.  1  were  well  defined,  when  the  order  of 
attack,  the  suggestion  of  First  Master  J.  V.  Johnston,  was  taken  up 
as  follows;  The  boats  of  the  St.  Louis,  Benton,  and  Pittsburg  ad¬ 
vanced  in  line,  the  Benton's  boat  in  the  center;  the  remaining  boats 
followed  a  few  yards  behind. 
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We  approached  the  battery  in  such  silence  with  muffled  oars,  that 
we  were  less  than  10  yards  distant  when  the  sentinels  at  the  guns 
discovered  us.  They  cried  out  in  great  surprise,  fired  twice  on  our 
boats,  and  ran  away.  We  landed  in  good  order  and  with  great  ex¬ 
pedition,  the  rear  boats  falling  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  center 
boat  of  the  advanced  line,  and  at  once  commenced  spiking  the  guns. 

Lieutenant  Church,  with  20  men,  advanced  toward  the  supposed 
rebel  camp  to  anticipate  an  attack,  and  at  the  same  time  protect 
the  men  engaged  in  spiking.  No  such  attack  was  made. 

The  work  was  done  with  perfect  coolness  on  the  part  of  our  men, 
but  as  rapidly  as  possible,  for  the  rebel  gunboat  Grampus  had  taken 
alarm  at  the  sentinels1  fire,  and  was  standing  toward  us.  I  did  not 
go  on  board  to  return  until  I  had  first  personally  inspected  every 
gun. 

I  report,  sir,  that  every  gun  in  the  battery  except  one  (dismounted 
and  lying  in  the  water)  was  spiked  by  our  party.  I  believe  the  spik¬ 
ing  will  prove  effectual. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  being  thus  accomplished,  we  took' 
to  our  boats  and  returned  without  any  loss  whatever. 

To  the  naval  officers  in  command  of  the  boats  great  praise  is  due 
for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  our  approach  was  conducted. 
The  officers  of  the  detachments  were  prompt  and  efficient,  Avhile  the 
men  of  both  land  force  and  marines,  by  their  implicit  obedience  of 
orders,  have  proved  themselves  worthy  of  any  service  whatever. 

The  kindness  of  Captain  Phelps,  of  the  Benton ,  in  giving  personal 
attention  to  the  outfit  of  the  expedition,  is  kindly  remembered. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Roberts, 

Colonel ,  Comdg.  F orty- second  Regiment  Illinois  Vols. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


[Telegram.] 


'  New  Madrid,  April  2,  1862. 

Our  boats  are  in  the  main  bayou  and  ready  to  move  into  the  river 
at  a  moment’s  notice.  I  keep  them  up  the  bayou,  concealed  from  the 
enemy.  I  am  only  waiting  to  finish  the  floating  battery,  which  car¬ 
ries  one  8-inch  columbiad  and  three  32s.  It  will  be  finished  by  to¬ 
morrow  night,  and,  I  think,  will  be  impregnable  to  any  batteries  the 
enemy  can  establish  in  any  reasonable  time.  I  have  no  hope  of 
Commodore  Foote.  He  has  postponed  trying  to  run  any  of  his  gun¬ 
boats  past  Island  No.  10  until  some  foggy  or  rainy  night.  The  moon 
is  beginning  to  make  the  nights  light,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of 
fogs  during  this  sort  of  weather.  We  must  do  without  him.  I  will 
give  you  details  of  the  manner  I  intend  to  cross  by  mail. 

John  Pope, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  FIalleck. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  continuation  of  the  attack 
upon  Confederate  batteries  at  Island  No.  10. 

Flag- Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  April  3  \_lf\,  1862. 

This  morning  the  Benton,  Cincinnati,  and  Pittsburg,  with  three 
mortar  boats,  opened  and  continued  for  more  than  an  hour  a  fire  on 
the  rebels’  heavy  floating  battery  at  Island  No.  10,  when  the  battery, 
having  received  several  shells  from  the  rifles  and  mortars,  cut  loose 
from  her  moorings  and  drifted  2  or  3  miles  down  the  river.  The  shells 
were  thrown  from  the  flotilla  on  different  parts  of  the  island  and 
into  the  rebel  batteries  lining  the  Tennessee  shore.  The  return  fire 
produced  no  effect  upon  the  squadron.  No  more  men  than  were 
actually  necessary  to  man  the  rebel  batteries  were  visible. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Near  Island  No.  10,  April  4,  1862—8  a.  m. 

The  commodore  opened  fire  at  11  o’clock  yesterday  with  cannon 
and  mortars.  Struck  their  large  floating  battery  a  number  of  times. 
Our  scouts  report  it  completely  disabled.  Also  burned  a  steamer  the 
enemy  had  sunk  in  Missouri  channel.  Will  report  from  New  Madrid 
to-night.  Weather  delightful. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
urging  the  sending  of  two  gunboats  to  New  Madrid. 

Headquarters  Army  Mississippi, 

New  Madrid,  April  4,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  at  headquarters  of  General  Pope  at  2 :30  p.  m., 
and  after  a  full  conversation  with  him  in  regard  to  proposed  move¬ 
ments  for  the  capture  of  the  enemy,  now  at  No.  10, 1  am  satisfied  that 
two  gunboats  will  be  required  here  to  make  his  plans  entirely  success¬ 
ful.  Please  arrange  to  send  him  two  gunboats  to-night  or  at  latest 
to-morrow  night. 

The  general  would  prefer  a  different  signal,  if  agreeable  to  you. 
Instead  of  firing  three  guns,  as  proposed,  he  suggests  that  they  drop 
down  quietly  without  firing  a  gun,  and  show  three  lights  on  one  chim¬ 
ney,  in  perpendicularTine,  first  a  red  light,  second  a  white  light,  and 
third  a  red  light.  The  boats  may  be  able  to  pass  all  the  batteries 
without  being  observed.  On  arrival  here  a  special  messenger  will  be 
dispatched  immediately  to  notify  you,  so  that  no  guns  need  be  fired 
unless  the  boats  get  into  danger  and  the  commanders  are  obliged  to 
destroy  them;  in  that  case  guns  might  be  fired  to  give  notice  to  you 
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General  Pope  will  give  notice  to  his  forces  in  charge  of  batteries 
to  observe  the  signal  proposed  in  this  letter  and  the  one  originally 
ordered,  so  that  you  may  decide  which  to  use.  In  either  case  the  ves¬ 
sels  will  not  be  fired  into. 

Please  answer  by  bearer  immediately,  informing  me  what  you 
can  do. 


Yours,  very  truly, 

,  Thomas  A.  Scott. 

P.  S. — There  are  no  gunboats  at  Island  No.  10  except  the  Grampus, 
which  carries  two  12-pounders. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Flotilla. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  tiie  Missouri, 

St.  Louis ,  April  5,  1862. 

I  shall  want  a  gunboat  at  Cairo  ready  to  go  up  the  Tennessee  in 
the  early  part  of  next  week.  War  Department  has  authorized  the 
purchase  of  two  steamers  at  this  place  to  be  fitted  up  as  rams  and 
gunboats.  I  shall  intrust  the  whole  matter  to  Captain  Porter  till 
you  otherwise  direct.  Everything  in  relation  to  these  boats  will  be 
subject  to  your  orders.  Is  it  not  possible,  by  lashing  bales  of  wet  hay 
or  cotton  on  exposed  sides  of  gunboats,  to  get  one  or  two  through  in 
the  night  to  the  assistance  of  General  Pope  ? 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

M  a']or-General. 

Flag-Officer  Foote. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  re¬ 
garding  safe  arrival  at  New  Madrid. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

New  Madrid ,  April  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  last  night  about 
1  a,  m.,  all  well.  On  our  way  down  all  of  the  rebel  batteries  and  a 
large  number  of  infantry  opened  fire  upon  us,  which  was  continued 
until  we  were  out  of  range.  Providentially  no  damage  was  done  to 
the  vessel  or  the  officers  and  crew,  who  conducted  themselves  with 
admirable  courage  and  fidelity.  The  terrible  storm  which  prevailed 
at  the  time  rendered  it  impossible  to  make  any  reliable  observation. 

Most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Madrid,  [April!  5 ,  1862. 

I  am  delighted  to  announce  the  arrival  of  Carondelet  all  safe  at  1 
o’clock  this  morning  without  being  struck  once  by  the  enemy.  Send 
another  gunboat  to-night.  It  is  all-important  for  the  safety  of 
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General  Pope’s  army  and  the  capture  of  the  island.  With  all  their 
transports,  the  additional  boat  being  here  may  save  the  lives  of 
many  soldiers.  If  the  enemy  contest  the  crossing,  get  boat  ready. 
I  write  von  fully  by  your  messenger,  giving  reason  why  we  believe 
here  that  [it]  is  perfectly  safe  to  run  down  about  2  o’clock  to-night. 
No  gunboats  at  the.  island  to  give  trouble.  Please  send  a  special 
messenger  by  steamboat  this  evening  and  let  us  know  by  telegraph 
what  we  may  expect.  It  would  be  well  to  send  another  messenger 
by  the  Bissel  Channel  in  canoe. 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

C omma  ndin g  Flo  Mila. 


Thomas  A.  Scott. 


L  Telegram.] 


Flagship  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10 ,  April  5. 

,  (Received  6th.) 

The  Carondelet  passed  through  last  night  without  injury,  without 
having  been  struck  by  a  single  shot.  All  well  on  board  of  her. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  recent  operations. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10 ,  April  5 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  several  letters  and  papers  refer¬ 
ring  to  our  action  here  within  the  last  three  or  four  days. 

By  spiking  the  rebel  guns  in  one  fort  and  compelling  the  floating 
battery  to  cut  adrift  from  her  moorings  on  the  following  day  from  our 
effective  fire  upon  her,  these  have  enabled  the  Carondelet,  Commander 
Walke,  to  run,  as  I  hope,  successfully  the  blockade  and  join  Gen¬ 
eral  Pope  at  New  Madrid,  who  has  been  urging  me  to  send  him  one  or 
two  gunboats  to  cover  his  troops  while  he  lands  in  force  to  attack 
them  in  front.  While  the  Carondelet  was  running  the  blockade  last 
night  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  thunderstorm,  the  batteries  opened 
upon  her  with  forty-seven  guns;  still,  as  the  preconcerted  signal 
with  that  vessel  of  firing  minute  guns  was  made,  as  far  as  the  heavy 
thunder  would  enable  us  to  hear,  I  trust  that  she  is  now  safely  at 
New  Madrid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  April  5,  1862. 

I  arrived  here  at  noon  yesterday.  Found  General  Pope’s  command 
all  ready  for  movement  as  soon  as  batteries  and  transports  could  be 
got  ready.  Last  night  Captain  Walke,  with  gunboat  C arondelet, 
ran  the  gantlet  at  Island  No.  10.  Was  fired  upon  from  all  their 
batteries  but  was  not  struck  once.  Her  arrival  will  enable  General 
Pope  to  carry  out  bis  plans  promptly.  You  will  bear  from  here 
within  three  days.  I  remain  with  this  army  and  will  report  fre¬ 
quently. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  the  hazarding  another  gunboat  for  New  Madrid. 


Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10]  April  6 ,  1862. 

General  :  I  enclose  several  papers  in  relation  to  our  operations 
here.  I  have  written  Commodore  Porter  that  in  consideration  of  my 
having  authority  to  modify  the  Eastport ,  now  preparing  for  a  gun¬ 
boat  at  Mound  City,  into  a  ram,  and  the  two  boats  you  refer  to  as 
being  built  also  for  that  purpose,  he  had  better  not  attempt  to  fit  out 
the  steamer  Choctaw  at  St.  Louis,  as  he  proposes,  into  a  ram,  but  to 
confine  himself  to  fitting  out  and  getting  the  Essex  ready  to  join  us 
as  soon  as  possible.  If,  under  your  authority,  you  wish  Commodore 
Porter  to  fit  out  the  C hoctau\  he  will  of  course  do  it  under  your  di¬ 
rections.  I  have  no  authority  to  act  in  the  matter  except  what  may 
be  authorized  and  directed  by  you. 

As  you  will  perceive  by  the  accompanying  papers,  there  is  so  much 
hazard  in  running  the  blockade  with  our  badly  protected  gunboats 
and  the  lebels  being  so  much  on  the  alert,  I  consider  it  injudicious 
to  hazard  another  boat  in  attempting  to  reach  New  Madrid. 

I  am  not  yet  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  Carondelet. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


A. 

Major-General  PI.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West ,  St.  Louis. 


H.  Foote, 
Flag-Officer. 

Mo. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  safe  arrival  of  the 
'  r  Caron^elet  at  New  Madrid,  and  transmitting  correspondence  with 
Majoi-General  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  sending  of  a  second  vessel. 


Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10 ,  April  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  gunboat 
Carondelet  ran  the  blockade  on  the  night  of  4th  instant  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  forty-seven  guns  and  reached  New  Madrid  safelv  with¬ 
out  even  receiving  a  shot. 

Captani  Walke,  his  officers  and  crew,  merit  the  consideration  of 
the  Government  for  their  gallantry,  coolness,  and  general  conduct 
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on  this  occasion.  I  would  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  Acting  First  Master  Hoel,  of  the  Cincinnati ,  who  so  credit¬ 
ably  volunteered  his  services  to  go  in  the  C arondelet ,  and  did  go  in 
her,  although  he  was  attached  to  the  gunboat  Cincinnati. 

^  I  enclose  a  correspondence,  or  a  copy  of  it,  between  Major-General 
Pope  at  Xew  Madrid  and  myself  in  relation  to  another  gunboat 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade  for  his  relief  or  assistance. 

The  rebels  are  very  strongly  fortified  here  and  seem  determined 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  maintain  their  position.  I  trust,  how¬ 
ever,  when  General  Pope  crosses  with  his  army  and  moves  upon 
their  rear,  that  we  shall  be  able,  by  an  attack  in  front,  to  carry  the 
place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10 ,  April  J,  1862. 

General:  The  gunboat  C 'arondelet,  Commander  Walke,  left  her 
anchorage  this  evening  at  10  o’clock  in  a  heavy  thunderstorm  for 
the  purpose  of  running  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  Island  No.  10  and 
those  lining  the  Tennessee  shore,  to  join  your  forces  at  New  Madrid. 
By  a  previous  concerted  signal  of  three  minute  gunsv  twice  fired  at 
intervals  of  five  minutes,  which  have  since  been  heard,  as  far  as  the 
heavy  thunder  would  enable  us  to  ascertain,  leads  me  to  hope  that  the 
blockade  has  been  run  successfully,  although  the  batteries  opened  on 
her  with  forty-seven  guns  while  passing. 

I  am,  therefore,  exceedingly  anxious  to  hear  the  fate  of  the  noble 
officers  and  men  who  so  readily  were  disposed  to  attempt  the  hazard¬ 
ous  service,  that  I  beg  you  will  immediately  inform  me  by  bearer 
if  Commander  Walke  has  arrived  with  his  vessel  and  the  condition 
in  which  you. find  her  and  her  officers  and  men. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Major-General  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Army  at  New  Madrid ,  Mo. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Mississippi, 

New  Madrid ,  April  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  has  just  been  received.  Captain  Walke 
arrived  safely  with  the  Carondelet ,  not  a  shot  having  touched  her. 
Officers  and  men  are  in  good  condition  for  service. 

I  requested  Colonel  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  write  to 
you  yesterday  in  relation  to  sending  another  one  of  the  gunboats, 
and  with  profound  respect  I  venture  to-urge  you  still  further  on  the 
subject.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  one  of  them  could  run  the  bat¬ 
teries  to-night  without  any  serious  injury.  Notwithstanding  their 
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inferior  character,  the  enemy’s  gunboats  pass  and  repass  our  bat¬ 
teries  in  the  night  without  injury. 

My  best  artillerists,  officers  of  the  Regular  Army  of  many  years’ 
service,  state  positively  that  it  is  impossible  in  the  night  to  fire  with 
any  kind  of  certainty  the  large  guns  (32-pounders)  of  our  batteries, 
especially  at  a  moving  object.  The  guns  fired  at  the  Carondelet 
passed  200  feet  above  her. 

I  am  thus  urgent,  sir,  because  the  lives  of  thousands  of  men  and  the 
success  of  our  operations  hang  upon  your  decision.  With  the  two 
boats  all  is  safe ;  with  one,  it  is  uncertain.  The  lives  of  the  men  com¬ 
posing  this  army  are  in  my  keeping,  and  I  do  not  feel  justified  in 
omitting  any  steps  to  fortify  this  movement  against  any  accident 
which  might  occasion  disaster  not  to  be  repaired. 

Certainly,  the  risk  to  a  gunboat  running  down  in  the  night  is  not 
nearly  so  great  and  involves  no  such  consequences  as  the  risk  to 
10,000  men  crossing  a  great  river  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  excuse  me,  I  am  sure,  if  I  seem  urgent.  A  sense  of  duty 
impels  me  to  present  the  facts  to  you  as  forcibly  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

M ajor-General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla. 


Flag- Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  April  6,  1862. 

General:  Your  letter  of  this  day’s  date,  announcing  the  safe  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  C arondelet  at  New  Madrid,  wTas  received  at  8  o’clock  this 
evening:  the  telegram  of  Assistant  Secretary  Scott  reached  me  a 
few  minutes  later. 

Colonel  Bissell,  who  has  charge  of  the  steamers  and  barges  now 
in  the  slough  en  route  to  New  Madrid,  has  requested  that  two  tugs, 
even,  might  be  sent  to  you,  which  would,  with  arrangements  he  could 
make,  enable  you  to  transport  your  forces  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  in  case  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  send  a  gunboat  for  that 
purpose.  You,  yourself,  in  a  late  letter,  apply  for  a  gunboat,  “our 
smallest  gunboat,”  even,  for  that  purpose,  1  could  last  night,  had 
you  made  a  point  of  having  two  gunboats,  sent  them  with  compara¬ 
tive  safety,  as  the  night  was  dark,  while  the  vivid  lightning  enabled 
the  pilots  to  keep  the  channel.  Again,  it  is  now  too  late  to  obtain 
the  hay  and  -other  necessary  articles  for  the  protection  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  to-night ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  clear  atmosphere  rendering  a 
boat  as  visible  or  as  good  an  object  to  sight  as  in  the  daytime.  For 
these  reasons,  I  can  not,  neither  does  a  single  navy  officer,  and  I  pre¬ 
sume  not  a  pilot  in  the  squadron,  consider  that  a"  gunboat  could  run 
the  blockade  to-night  without  an  almost  certainty  of  being  sunk  in 
the  attempt,  especially  if  the  guns  were  served  with  any  degree  of 
skill  or  ability  whatever. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  the  expression  in  your  letter,  that  “  the  success 
of  our  operations  hangs  upon  your  (my)  decision,”  especially  refer¬ 
ring  to  my  directing  a  gunboat  to  attempt  running  the  blockade  in 
this  clear  night;  for,  in  my  judgment,  and  that  of  all  the  other  offi- 
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cers,  the  boat  might  as  well  expect  to  succeed  in  running  it  in  the  day¬ 
time.  I  can  not  consider  the  running  of  your  blockade,  where  the 
river  is  nearly  a  mile  wide  and  only  exposed  to  a  few  light  guns,  at 
all  comparable  to  running  it  here,  where  a  boat  has  not  only  to  pass 
seven  batteries,  but  has  to  be  kept  “  head  on  ”  to  a  battery  of  eleven 
heavy  guns  at  the  head  of  Island  No.  10,  and  to  pass  within  300  yards 
of  thirty  strong  fortifications.  If  it  did  not  sink  the  gunboat,  we 
would,  in  the  Navy,  consider  the  gunners  totally  unfit  for  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  service,  and  therefore  my  responsibility  for  the  lives  of 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  charge  induces  me  to  decline  a  re¬ 
quest  which  would,  especially  without  protection  to  the  boat,  were 
the  rebels  at  all  competent  to  perform  their  duty,  result  in  the  sacri¬ 
fice  of  the  boat,  her  officers  and  men,  which  sacrifice  I  should  not 
be  justified  in  making — certainly  now,  when,  by  your  own  admission, 
it  will  be  easy  for  the  new  rebel  steamers  reported  to  be  on  their 
way  up  the  river  to  pass  your  batteries  in  the  night,  and  if  they 
meet  my  squadron  reduced  by  loss,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  cope  with 
them,  can  continue  up  the  Mississippi  or  Ohio  to  St.  Louis  or  to 
Cincinnati. 

In  view,  however,  of  rendering  you  all  the  aid  you  request  and  no  djte 
doubt  require,  while  I  regret  that  you  had  not  earlier  expressed  the 
apprehension  of  the  necessity  of  two  gunboats  instead  of  the  smallest 
gunboat,  I  will  to-morrow  endeavor  to  prepare  another  boat,  and  if 
the  night  is  such  that  will  render  her  running  the  blockade  without 
serious  disaster  at  all  probable,  I  will  make  the  attempt  to  send  you 
the  additional  boat  requested  in  your  letter  of  this  day’s  date. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Major-General  Jno.  Pope, 

Commanding  Army  at  New  Madrid. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Pope,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Walke,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
requesting-  the  use  of  yawls  for  the  engineering  work. 

Headquarters  District  Mississippi, 

Near  New  Madrid ,  April  5,  1862. 

Captain:  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  allow  Captain 
T.  J.  Dean,  of  the  Engineers,  to  use  your  yawls  to  go  up  the  bayou 
for  a  few  miles  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight. 

I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  II.  Walke, 

Commanding  C arondelet. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Madrid  .(via  Cairo),  April  6.  1862. 
General  Pope  is  progressing  well  with  his  plans  to  execute  the 
most  difficult  movement  of  the  campaign — that  of  crossing  the 
Mississippi  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  He  needs  another  gunboat, 
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but  we  can  not  prevail  on  Commodore  Foote  to  run  the  blockade. 
It  can  be  done  with  comparative  safety  any  night,  and  might  save 
the  lives  of  thousands  of  our  soldiers.  The  risk  of  the  boat  is 
trifling  compared  with  that  of  Pope’s  army.  Can  you  have  it  or¬ 
dered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to-day,  and  thus  relieve  the  flag- 
officer  from  a  responsibility  which  he  is  not  willing  to  assume? 

Thomas  xY.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 


New  Madrid,  April  6 , 1862. 

(Received  5:15  p.  m.) 

General  Pope  has  just  received  letter  from  Commodore  Foote.  He 
will  send  boat  if  night  is  dark.  No  order  needed  from  Naw  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Thos.  A.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 


New  Madrid,  April  6 ,  1862. 

The  second  gunboat  did  not  try  to  run  the  batteries  last  night* 
will  probably  be  here  to-night.  I  sent  down  the  Carondelet  with 
some  officers  to  reconnoiter  the  opposite  shore  closely  between  here 
and  Tipton ville.  She  unmasked  five  or  six  batteries  along  the  shore, 
I  think  largely  in  consequence  of  my. plan  of  getting  transports  to 
cross  the  river  to  take  the  enemy  in  rear  having  been  published  by  the 
newspaper  reporters  of  the  flotilla.  The  enemy  has  for  two  weeks 
been  kept  advised  of  my  plans  and  have  lined  the  whole  river  bank 
with  guns.  To-morrow  will  determine  whether  we  can  dislodge  a 
sufficient  number  to  cross  with  any  sort  of  security  by  the  aid  of  Jun- 
boats,  our  floating  battery,  and  our  land  batteries.  “'The  matter  will 
be  settled.  Of  course  there  will  be  no  such  thing  as  crossing  in  frail 
steamers  m  the  face  of  heavy  guns  at  all  points  of  landing  I  will 
telegraph  you  further  to-night.  The  gunboat  has  not  yet  returned 
from  below. 


Major-General  Halleck. 


Jno.  Pope, 

M  ajor-General. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Pope,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy 
requesting  cooperation  in  a  reconnoissance  below  New  Madrid. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Mississippi, 

New  Madrid ,  April  6.  'l862. 

Captain:  I  desire  to  have  an  examination  of  the  opposite  shore 
made  for  three  or  four  miles  below  our  battery  of  32-pounders.  I 
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send  General  Granger  and  Colonel  [J.  L.  Kirby]  Smith  for  the  pur¬ 
pose.  May  I  ask  that  you  will  carry  them  down  the  river  for  this 
purpose?  I  would  like  to  have  as  close  an  examination  as  you  think 
will  be  safe  with  your  boat. 

Respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

Major -General ,  U.  S.  Army. 

Captain  H.  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  C  arondelet. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Pope,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  protection  for  the  troops  in  crossing  the  river. 

New  Madrid,  April  6 ,  1862. 

Captain  :  I  am  induced  to  believe  by  the  reports  of  General 
Granger  and  Colonel  Smith  that  you  will  be  able  to  silence  or  take 
the  upper  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  shore.  I  mean  the 
batteries  immediately  opposite  our  batteries  of  32-pounders. 

Commodore  Foote  sends  another  boat  down  to-night.  I  design 
to  attempt  the  crossing  wih  my  force  to-morrow,  and  I  desire,  if 
it  meet  your  views,  that  the  two  gunboats  go  down  as  soon  as  day 
dawns  and  silence  the  batteries  specified,  and  to  hold  on  near  the 
shore  until  the  troops  disembark.'  As  soon  as  you  start  I  will  have 
the  transports  brought  into  the  river  and  loaded  with  troops,  which 
will  cross  the  river  and  land  near  you  as  soon  as  the  batteries  are 
silenced. 

You  will  doubtless  have  to  move  close  in  to  them,  head  on,  and 
maintain  your  position,  so  as  to  cover  the  whole  ground  in  the  rear 
of  the  landing. 

Our  batteries  will  be  ordered  to  open  as  soon  as  day  dawns,  and 
to  keep  up  their  fire  vigorously  until  the  object  is  accomplished. 

I  can  cross  3,500  men  at  a  time.  If  you  can  thus  silence  these 
batteries  in  three  hours  or  more,  we  have  the  rebels  opposite  in  our 
hands. 

Respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

M ajor-General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Henry  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  C arondelet. 

P.  S.— Call  on  Colonel  Bissell,  who  is  in  the  intrenchment  near 
you,  and  he  will  give  you  32  and  64  pounder  ammunition. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  a  signal  for  the  movement  of  the  troops. 

* 

New  Madrid,  April  6 ,  1862. 

Captain  :  As  soon  as  you  have  succeeded  in  silencing  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  please  make  a  signal  by  lowering  and  raising  your  flag 
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twice.  As  soon  as  this  signal  is  made,  the  first  division  of  this  army 
will  commence  to  cross,  landing  on  the  upper  side  of  your  gunboats. 
Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope. 

M a.] or- General,  TJ .  8.  Army. 
Captain  Henry  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  C arondelet. 


Report  of  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet, 

regarding  the  silencing  of  the  batteries  preparatory  to  movement  of  troops. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet,  April  7,  1862. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  instructions  of  the  6th  instant,  I  proceeded 
down  the  Mississippi  at  6 : 30  this  morning ;  silenced  and  spiked  all 
the  guns  of  the  rebel  batteries  opposite  your  batteries.  The  lower 
one  made  a  desperate  resistance.  It  consisted  of  two  64-pounder 
howitzers  and  one  32-pouncler  gun;  two  were  dismounted  and  the 
other  disabled  by  our  shot.  I  then  captured  and  spiked,  temporarily, 
two  64-pounder  howitzers,  about  half  a  mile  above — and  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  above  these  found  a  64-pounder  long  gun  spiked. 

I  brought  a  man  on  board,  who  reports  himself  to  me  as  being  a 
sP3b  whom  I  send  to  you.  The  rebels  had  set  fire  to  their  house  on 
the  shore  opposite. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Walke, 
Commander ,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Major-General  John  Pope, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces ,  New  Madrid. 

P-  S. — The  above  should  have  been  64-pounder  long  gun,  instead 
of  a  32-pounder,  mounted  on  a  navy  gun  carriage. 

The  last  mentioned  heavy  navy  64-pounder  was  mounted  on  a  turn¬ 
table  in  rear  of  the  levee. 

H.  Walke. 


Letter  from  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Pope,  U.  S.  Army 
referring  to  the  delayed  arrival  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Pittsburg. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet,  April  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  two  letters  of  instruction  are  received,  but  I  regret  to  in¬ 
form  you  that  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  gunboat  which  Flag- 
Officer  Foote  has  sent  on  her  way  down  here  has  been  at  least  de¬ 
tained  on  her  attempt  to  get  down.  I  will  therefore  be  obliged  to 
wait  her  arrival  or  perhaps  render  her  assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Major-General  Pope, 
C  ommanding 


H.  Walke, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Officer,  New  Madrid. 


P.  S. — After  the  Pittsburg  had  passed  Island  No.  10,  she  stopped 
on  her  way  to  New  Madrid  three  or  four  hours  for  fear  of  an  acci¬ 
dent,  as  her  officers  informed  Captain  Walke. 


H.  Walke. 
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[Telegram.] 

Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  via  Cairo ,  April  7, 1862. 

This  morning  at  2  o’clock,  in  a  heavy  thunderstorm,  the  gunboat 
Pittsburg,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Thompson,  ran  the  blockade 
under  fire  of  73  guns,  and  has  probably  reached  New  Madrid,  and 
is  now  with  the  C  arondelet,  Commodore  Walke,  as  reports  of  heavy 
guns  are  heard  opening  upon  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  opposite 
shore  to  destroy  them,  that  General  Pope  with  his  army  may  land 
on  the  Tennessee  side,  preparatory  to  moving  to  attack  the  rear  of 
the  rebels  at  this  place  while  we  attack  them  in  front. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  District  of  tiie  Mississippi, 

New  .Madrid,  April  7, 1862. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  Pittsburg  has  arrived  un¬ 
touched.  I  shall  cross  the  river  if  possible  to-day,  and  shall  prob¬ 
ably  be  prepared  to  assault  the  works  near  Island  No.  10  by  2  p.  m.. 
to-morrow.  May  I  beg  that  you  will  have  a  careful  watch  kept  for 
us,  that  we  may  suffer  no  injury  from  your  boats  as  we  approach 
the  rear  of  the" enemy’s  batteries?  With  the  aid  of  the  two  boats 
you  have  sent,  and  of  the  gallant  officers  who  command  them,  I  shall 
be  able  to  effect  the  passage  of  the  river  with  the  necessary  force 
and  without  increasing  the  tremendous  hazard  which  must  other¬ 
wise  have  attended  sucn  an  operation. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  my  hearty  good  wishes. 

"Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Andrew  H.  Foote. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  him  to  proceed  with  two  gunboats  to  Tiptonville. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  April  7, 1862. 

Captain  :  General  Pope  requests  that  as  soon  as  the  next  division 
has  crossed  you  proceed  with  the  two  gunboats  to  Tiptonville  and 
the  landing  below,  and  endeavor  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the  enemy. 
You  had  best  confer  with  General  Palmer,  commanding  batteries  2 
miles  below  Tiptonville. 

I  am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  Morgan, 

Major  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

Captain  IT.  Walke, 

-  Commanding  Gunboat  C arondelet. 
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[Telegram.] 

Steamer  Benton, 

*  Off  Island  No.  10,  April  7,  1862. 

(Received  8th.) 

Two  officers  have  this  instant  boarded  us  from  Island  No.  10, 
stating  that  by  order  of  their  commanding  officer  they  are  ordered 
to  surrender  Island  No.  10  to  the  commodore  commanding  the  gun¬ 
boats.  As  these  officers  know  nothing  of  the  batteries  on  the  Tennes¬ 
see  shore,  I  have  sent  Captain  Phelps  to  ascertain  something  definite 
on  the  subject.  I  will  telegraph  when  further  information  is  re¬ 
ceived.  With  General  Pope  now  advancing  from  New  Madrid  in 
strong  force  to  attack  in  rear,  I  am,  with  the  gun  and  mortar  boats, 
ready  to  attack  in  front,  while  General  Buford  here  is  ready  to 
cooperate  with  the  land  forces;  but  it  seems  as  if  the  place  is  to  be 
•surrendered  without  further  defense. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

PI on.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


*  [Telegram.] 

Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  Apml  8,  1  a.  m. 

(Received  11:28  a.  m.) 

My  telegram,  three  hours  since,  informed  the  Department  that 
Island  No.  10  has  surrendered  to  the  gunboats.  Captain  Phelps  has 
this  instant  returned,  after  having  had  an  interview  with  the  late 
commandant.  I  have  requested  General  Buford,  commanding  the 
troops,  to  proceed  immediately  in  company  with  two  of  the  gunboats 
and  take  possession  of  the  island.  The  "batteries  on  the  Tennessee 
shore  have  been  hastily  evacuated,  where  we  shall  find,  no  doubt,  in 
the  morning  large  quantities  of  munitions  of  war.  I  communicate  im¬ 
mediately  with  General  Pope,  who  has,  under  cover  of  the  two  gun¬ 
boats  which  gallantly  ran  the  blockade  in  the  thunderstorm,  crossed 
the  river  in  force  and  was  ready,  as  well  as  the  gun  and  mortar 
boats,  and  with  General  Buford  and  his  troops,  to  have  made  a 
simultaneous  attack  upon  the  rebels  had  they  not  so  hastily  evacuated 
the  Tennessee  shore  and  surrendeded  Island  No.  10.  A  full  report 
will  be  made  as  soon  as  we  can  obtain  possession  of  the  land  bat¬ 
teries  and  I  am  able  to  communicate  with  General  Pope. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Plon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  surrender  of  Island 

No.  10. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Island  No.  10,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  since  I  sent 
the  telegram  last  night  announcing  the  surrender  to  me  of  Island  No. 
10,  possession  has  been  taken  of  both  the  island  and  the  works  upon 
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the  Tennessee  shore  by  the  gunboats  and  the  troops  under  command 
of  General  Buford.  Seventeen  officers,  368  privates,  100  of  their 
sick,  and  also  100  men  employed  in  transports  are  in  our  hands,  un¬ 
conditional  prisoners  of  war.  I  have  caused  a  hasty  examination  to 
be  made  of  the  forts,  batteries,  and  munitions  of  war  captured.  There 
are  eleven  earthworks,  with  70  heavy  cannon,  varying  in  caliber  from 
32  to  100-pounders  rifled.  The  magazines  are  well  supplied  with 
powder,  and  there  are  large  quantities  of  shot,  shell,  and  other  muni¬ 
tions  of  war,  and  also  great  quantities  of  provisions.  Four  steamers 
afloat  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  and  two  others,  with  the  rebel  gun¬ 
boat  Grampus ,  are  sunk,  but  will  be  easily  raised.  The  floating  bat¬ 
tery  of  16  heavy  guns,  turned  adrift  by  the  rebels,  is  said  to  be  lying 
on  the  Missouri  shore  below  New  Madrid.  Two  wharf  boats  loaded 
with  provisions  are  also  in  our  possession.  The  enemy  upon  the  main¬ 
land  appears  to  have  fled  with  great  precipitation  after  dark  last 
night,  leaving  in  many  cases  half  prepared  meals  in  the  quarters,  and 
there  seemed  to  have  been  no  concert  of  action  between  the  rebels 
upon  the  island  and  those  occupying  the  shore,  but  the  latter  fled, 
leaving  the  former  to  their  fate.  These  works,  erected  with  the 
highest  engineering  skill,  are  of  great  strength,  and,  with  their 
natural  advantages,  would  have  been  impregnable  if  defended  by 
men  fighting  in  a  better  cause.  A  combined  attack  of  the  naval  and 
land  forces  would  have  taken  place  this  afternoon  or  to-morrow 
morning,  had  not  the  rebels  so  hastily  abandoned  this  stronghold. 
To  mature  these  plans  of  attack  absolutely  required  the  past  twenty- 
three  days  of  preparation.  General  Pope  is  momentarily  expected  to 
arrive  with  his  army  at  this  point,  he  having  successfully  crossed  the 
river  yesterday  under  a  heavy  fire,  which  no  doubt  led  to  the  hasty 
abandonment  of  the  works  last  night.  I  am  unofficially  informed 
that  the  two  gunboats  which  so  gallantly  ran  the  fire  of  the  rebel 
batteries  a  few  nights  since,  yesterday  attacked  and  reduced  a  work 
of  the  enemy  oposite  New  Madrid,  mounting  eight  heavy- guns. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  order  of  General  Mackall  on  assuming  the 
command  of  the  rebel  force  on  the  5th  instant. 

I  regret  that  the  painful  condition  of  my  foot,  still  requiring  me 
to  use  crutches,  prevented  me  from  making  a  personal  examination 
of  the  works.  I  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  delegate  that  duty  to 
Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps,  of  the  flagship  Benton. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashing  ton,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters, 
Madrid  Bend ,  April  5,  1862. 

Soldiers:  We  are  strangers,  commander  and  commanded,  each  to 
the  other. 

Let  me  tell  you  who  I  am.  I  am  a  general  made  by  Beauregard ; 
a  general  selected  by  Beauregard  and  Bragg  for  this  command  when 
they  knew  it  was  in  peril. 
n  w  e — vol  22 - 46 
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They  have  known  me  for  twenty  years.  Together  we  have  stood 
on  the  fields  of  Mexico.  Give  them  your  confidence  now.  Give  it 
to  me  when  I  have  earned  it. 

Soldiers:  The  key  of  the  Mississippi  is  intrusted  to  your  courage, 
to  your  discipline,  to  your  patience.  Exhibit  the  vigilance  and  cool¬ 
ness  of  last  night  and  hold  it. 

W.  W.  Mackall, 

Brigadier-General,  C ommanding. 


[Telegram.] 


New  Madrid,  April  8,  1862. 

Just  returned  from  Tennessee.  General  Pope’s  movement  has  been 
a  glorious  success.  Captured  the  rebel  general,  and  nearly  all  his 
forces  are  prisoners.  They  will  number  about  5,000.  Over  100  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery  at  Island  No.  10,  and  along  the  river  shore  a 
large  amount  of  arms  and  property  of  every  description.  The  rebels 
sunk  six  steamers.  AA  dl  endeavor  to  have  five  of  them  raised.  If 
transportation  arrives  to-morrow  or  next  day  we  shall  have  Memphis 
within  ten  days,  and  General  Pope  can  cooperate  with  General 
Grant  at  Corinth  in  wiping  out  secession.  Captain  Walke,  of  the 
gunboat  Carondelet ,  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  his  efficient  co¬ 
operation  with  General  Pope  to  effect  the  crossing  of  the  river. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

TT  , .  ,  ,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Madrid,  April  8 ,  1862. 

I  congratulate  you  and  your  command  on  your  splendid  achieve¬ 
ment.  It  exceeds  in  boldness  and  brilliancy  all  other  operations  of 
the  war.  It  will  be  memorable  in  military  history  and  will  be 
admired  by  future  generations.  You  deserve  well  of  your  country. 

H.  AY.  Halleck, 

at  •  n  ,  t»  '  Major-General. 

Major-General  Pope. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U. 


S.  Navy,  referring  to  capture  of  Confederate 
Navy  signals. 


Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Island  No.  10,  April  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  my  report 
to  the  Department  of  the  surrender  of  Island  No  10 
I  also  send  a  copy  of  the  rebel  Navy’s  signals.  Commander  Kilty, 
of  the  gunboat  Mound  City,  captured  the  signal  book,  signals,  and 
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telegraphic  dictionary.  As  we  shall  probably  meet  the  rebel  gun¬ 
boats,  I  retain  the  signal  book,  which  is  almost  a  copy  from  ours. 

I  will  soon  send  the  drawings  and  plans  of  the  celebrated  floating 
battery,  which  lies  submerged  between  here  and  New  Madrid. 

General  Pope  is  now  with  me  and  reports  that  he  has  captured 
6,000  prisoners,  including  three  generals.  He  wishes  to  move  an  army 
of  25,000  men  down  the  river,  but  as  time  is  important  and  I  am 
ready  to  move  with  the  flotilla,  I  have  asked  him  to  send  some 
3,000  or  5,000  with  us,  by  which  I  hope  to  move  on  Fort  Pillow  by 
day  after  to-morrow.  It  is  important  that  an  early  move  should  be 
made  on  our  part  on  Fort  Pillow  before  the  rebels  recover  from 
their  panic;  and  then  we  are  on  to  Memphis. 

Will  the  Department  show  the  plans  of  the  floating  battery  to  Mr. 
Lenthall  ? 

I  write  in  the  greatest  haste,  and  trust  that  this  incoherent  report 
will  be  excused. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  also  send  general  or  special  orders  found  at  No.  10. 

A.  H.  F. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  again  to  captured  Confederate 

Navy  signals. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Benton, 

Island  No.  10 ,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir:  In  sending  a  copy  yesterday  of  the  C.  S.  Navy  signals  I 
omitted  to  mention  that  our  naval  forces  on  the  coast  having  a  copy 
of  those  signals  can,  by  using  our  signal  book  and  telegraphic  dic¬ 
tionary,  read  any  signal  the  enemy’s  vessels  may  make,  as  the  numbers 
in  the  rebel  signal  book  are  the  same  as  those  in  ours,  except  that 
many  have  been  omitted,  probably,  as  not  likely  to  be  necessary  in 
the  limited  operations  anticipated  for  their  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington,  D.  C. 

With  the  copy  of  signals  I  have  sent  you,  all  our  naval  vessels  will 
be  able  to  read  the  signals  of  the  enemy  with  certainty,  and  I  believe 
also  the  telegraphic  dictionary  is  the  same  as  ours,  but  as  we  have  no 
dictionary  I  can  not  report  with  certainty  as  to  the  latter. 

A.  H.  F. 
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[Telegram.] 

y 

Navy  Department,  April  9 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  A  nation’s  thanks  are  due  you  and  the  brave  officers  and  men 
of  the  flotilla  on  the  Mississippi  whose  labors  and  gallantry  at  Island 
No.  10,  which  surrendered  to  you  yesterday,  have  been  watched  with 
intense  interest.  Your  triumph  is  not  the  less  appreciated  because  it 
was  protracted  and  finally  bloodless. 

To  that  Being  who  has  protected  you  through  so  many  perils  and 
carried  you  onward  to  successive  victories,  be  praise  for  His  con¬ 
tinued  go'odness  to  our  country,  and  especially  for  this  last  great 
success  of  our  arms.  Let  the  congratulations  to  yourself  and  your 
command  be  also  extended  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  cooperated 
with  you. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  IT.  Foote, 

Commanding  Gunboats  Western  Waters. 


Report  of  Major-General  Pope,  TJ.  S.  Army,  referring  to  the  gallantry  of  Com¬ 
mander  Walke,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet. 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  April  9 ,  1862. 

The  canal  across  the  peninsula  opposite  Island  No.  10,  and  for  the 
idea  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  General  Schuyler  Hamilton,  was  com¬ 
pleted  by  Colonel  Bissell’s  engineer  regiment,  and  four  steamers 
brought  through  on  the  night  of  the  6th.'  The  heavy  batteries  I  had 
thrown  up  below  Tiptonville  completely  commanded  the  lowest  point 
of  the  high  ground  on  the  Tennessee  shore,  entirely  cutting  off  the 
enemy’s  retreat  by  water.  His  retreat  by  land  has  never  beenpossible 
through  the  swamps. 

On  the  night  of  the  4th  Captain  Walke,  of  the  Navy,  ran  the 
enemy’s  batteries  at  Island  No.  10  with  the  gunboat  Carondelet  and 
reported  to  me  here.  On  the  night  of  the  6th  the  gunboat  Pittsburg 
also  ran  the  blockade. 

Our  transports  were  brought  into  the  river  from  the  bayou,  where 
they  had  been  kept  concealed,  at  daylight  on  the  7th,  and  Paine’s 
division  loaded.  The  canal  has  been  a  prodigiously  laborious  work. 
It  was  12  miles  long,  6  miles  of  which  were  through  heavy  timber, 
which  had  to  be  sawed  off  by  hand  4  feet  under  water.  The  enemy 
has  lined  the  opposite  shore  with  batteries,  extending  from  Island 
No.  10  to  Tiptonville — Meriweather’s  Landing — to  prevent  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  river  by  this  army.  I  directed  Captain  Walke  to  run 
down  with  the  two  gunboats  at  daylight  on  the  7th  to  the  point 
selected  for  crossing  and  silence  the  enemy’s  batteries  near  it.  He 
performed  the  service  gallantly,  and  I  here  bear  testimony  to  the 
thorough  and  brilliant  manner  in  which  the  officer  discharged  his 
difficult  duties  with  me,  and  to  the  hearty  and  earnest  zeal  with 
which,  at  all  hazards,  he  cooperated  with  me. 

As  soon  as  he  signaled  me,  the  boats  containing  Paine’s  division 
moved  out  and  commenced  to  cross  the  river.  The  passage  of  this 
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wide,  furious  river  by  our  large  force  was  one  of  the  most  magnifi¬ 
cent  spectacles  I  ever  witnessed.  By  12  o’clock  that  night  (the  7th) 
all  the  forces  designed  to  cross  the  river  were  over,  without  delay  or 
accident.  As  we  commenced  to  cross,  the  enemy  began  to  evacuate 
Island  No.  10  and  his  pontoons  along  the  shore.  The  divisions  were 
pushed  forward  to  Tiptonville  as  fast  as  they  landed,  Paine’s  lead¬ 
ing.  The  enemy  was  driven  before  him,  and  although  they  made 
several  attempts  to  form  line  of  battle  and  make  a  stand,  Paine  did 
not  once  deploy  his  column.  The  enemy  was  pushed  all  night  vigor¬ 
ously,  until  at  4  a.  m.  he  was  driven  back  upon  the  swamp  and  forced 
to  surrender. 

Three  generals,  7  colonels,  7  regiments,  several  battalions  of  infan¬ 
try,  5  companies  of  artillery,  over  10.0  heavy  siege  guns,  24  pieces  of 
field  artillery,  an  immense  quantity  of  ammunition  and  supplies,  and 
several  thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  a  great  number  of  tents, 
horses,  wagons,  etc.,  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 

Before  abandoning  Island  No.  10  the  enemy  sunk  the  gunboat 
Grampus  and  six  of  his  transports.  These  last  I  am  raising  and 
expect  to  have  ready  for  service  in  a  few  days.  The  famous  float¬ 
ing  battery  was  scuttled  and  turned  adrift  with  all  her  guns  aboard. 
She  was  captured  and  run  aground  in  shoal  water  by  our  forces  at 
New  Madrid. 

******* 


Major-General  Halleck. 


Jno.  Pope. 
Major-  General. 


Report  of  Commander  Kilty,  IT.  S.  Navy,  requesting  instructions  regarding  the 

captured  steamer  Red  Rover. 

Gunboat  Mound  Citt,  March  9  [ April  5],  1862. 

Sir:  I  presume  Captain  Phelps  has  informed  you  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  I  took  possession  of  the  steamer  Red  Rover. 

My  engineers  and  mechanics  have  been  at  work  on  her  since 
yesterday^ morning,  and  she  will,  in  a  few  hours,  be  in  a  condition  to 
go  to  Cairo.  One  of  our  shells  had  passed  through  all  her  decks 
and  bottom.  Having  stopped  the  leak  and  pumped  her  out,  she 
can  now,  by  some  repairing,  be  rendered  a  serviceable  boat. 
Together  with  the  signal  books  transmitted  to  you,  I  found  a  mass 
of  papers  and  letters  on  board  of  her,  but  none  of  importance.  The 
accompanying  package  contains  the  most  interesting  of  the  lot. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  instructions  in  regard  to  the  disposal 
of  the  steamer  Red  Rover ,  as  I  fear,  should  I  leave  her,  that  some 
of  the  prowling  rebels  might  burn  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Kilty, 

C ommander. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding  the 
operations  of  the  gunboats  Carondelet  and  Pittsburg  near  New  Madrid. 


IT.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Island  No.  10 ,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Commander  Walke. 
of  the  gunboat  Carondelet.  detailing  the  services  rendered  by  him 
and  the  Pittsburg r,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Thompson,  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  New  Madrid,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  boats  opened 
upon  and  effectually  silenced  and  captured  several  heavy  batteries  on 
the  Tennessee  side  of  the  river  on  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  and  with¬ 
out  which  destruction  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  General 
Pope  to  have  crossed  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  rebels 
in  rear  at  No.  10  while  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  would  make  the 
attack  in  front. 

There  has  been  an  effective  and  harmonious  cooperation  between 
the  land  and  naval  forces,  which  has,  under  Providence,  led  to  the 
glorious  result  of  the  fall  of  this  stronghold,  No.  10,  with  its  garri¬ 
son  and  munitions  of  war,  and  I  regret  to  see  in  the  dispatches  of 
Major-General  Halleck,  from  St.  Louis,  that  no  reference  is  made  to 
the  capture  of  forts  and  continuous  shelling  of  gun  and  mortar  boats, 
and  the  Navy’s  receiving  the  surrender  of  No.  10,  when,  in  reality,  it 
should  be  recorded  as  an  historical  fact  that  both  services  equally 
contributed  to  the  victory,  the  bloodless  victory — more  creditable  to 
humanity  than  if  thousands  had  been  slain.  I  also  enclose  reports 
from  Lieutenants  Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk,  of  the  gunboats 
Tyler  and  Lexington ,  in  the  Tennessee,  giving  a  graphic  account  of 
that  great  battle  and  the  assistance  rendered  our  army  by  those  boats 
near  Pittsburg,  stating  that  when  the  left  wing  of  our  army  was 
being  driven  into  the  river,  at  short  range  they  opened  fire  upon 
them,  silencing  the  enemy,  and,  as  I  hear  from  many  army  officers 
on  the  field,  totally  demoralizing  his  forces  and  driving  them  from 
their  position  in  a  perfect  rout  in  the  space  of  ten  minutes. 

These  officers  and  men,  as  well  as  those  of  Commander  Walke,  and 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Carondelet  and  Pittsburg ,  behaved  with  a 
degree  of  gallantry  highly  creditable  to  them  and  the  Navy. 

I  proceed  to-day  with  the  entire  flotilla  to  New  Madrid,  and  hope 
to  leave  to-morrow  for  Fort  Pillow,  or  the  next  point  down  the  river 
which  may  attempt  to  resist  the  raising  of  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Foote, 

tt  n  w  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Off  Tiptonville,  Tenn.,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Pope  I  re- 
ceived  on  board  General  Granger  and  staff  on  the  mornino-  of  the  6th 
instant,  and  proceeded  down  the  Mississippi  River  opposite  to  this 
place,  making  an  extensive  reconnoissance.  On  our  way  down  we 
exchanged  a  few  shots  with  some  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the 
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Tennessee  shore,  and  on  our  way  back  we  attacked  one  or  two  siege 
guns,  24-pounders,  which  had  engaged  us,  and  we  disabled  and 
spiked  these  guns  without  receiving  any  injury.  The  remainder  of 
the  enemy’s  batteries  fired  upon  us  on  the  way  to  New  Madrid  as 
long  as  we  were  within  range. 

After  my  return  to  New  Madrid  General  Pope  informed  me  of 
your  intention  to  send  another  gunboat  and  requested  that  I  should 
go  down  the  river  and  destroy  the  remaining  rebel  batteries  above 
Point  Pleasant.  At  dawn  the  following  morning,  and  after  a  given 
signal,  he  would  land  his  army  and  attack  that  of  the  enemy  at  or 
near  Island  No.  10.  The  Pittsburg  did  not  arrive  until  5  a.  m.  But 
as  the  transports  (one  at  least)  were  underway  with  our  troops  on 
board  going  down  I  got  underway  at  6:30  (having  ordered  Com¬ 
mander  Thompson  verbally  and  by  signal  to  follow  my  motions) 
and  proceeded  down  to  the  enemy’s  lower  and  heaviest  battery,  con¬ 
sisting  of  one  64-pounder  gun  and  two  64-pounder  siege  howitzers. 
We  opened  a  constant,  deliberate,  and  well-directed  fire  upon  it  for 
about  three- fourths  of  an  hour,  feebly  assisted  by  our  own  batteries  on 
shore,  when  the  enemy  slackened  his  fire.  A  shot  passed  through 
our  fourth  cutter  and  starboard  quarter,  cutting  away  the  sheave  of 
our  wheel  rope,  striking  our  stern  gun,  and  bounding  over  our  stern. 
About  this  time  the  Pittsburg  commenced  firing  at  long  range  as  she 
came  down.  As  soon  as  our  steering  gear  was  repaired  I  gradually 
closed  on  the  enemy,  firing  a  shot  now  and  then  (the  Pittsburg ,  at  a 
distance  astern,  throwing  shell  in  a  dangerous  position  across  our 
bows)  until  the  fort  was  deserted  by  the  enemy.  I  spiked  and  dis¬ 
abled  the  guns  of  this  fort,  and  I  then  proceeded  up  300  yards  farther 
and  found  a  64-pounder  siege  howitzer  dismounted.  Three  hun¬ 
dred  yards  farther  I  spiked  another  64-pounder  siege  howitzer,  and 
400  yards  farther  we  found  a  fine  64-pounder  gun  on  a  pivot,  spiked 
and  being  deserted  by  the  enemy,  who  set  fire  to  a  private  residence 
there,  and  upon  whom  we  fired  as  they  ran  off.  A  large  quantity  of 
ammunition  was  left  by  them  at  each  fort.  I  then  made  the  required 
signal,  crossed  over  to  our  army,  received  further  instructions  from 
General  Pope,  and  covered  their  disembarkation  on  the  Tennessee 
shore  at  the  captured  fort  above  Point  Pleasant.  At  evening  we 
steamed  down  to  our  camp  opposite  the  enemy’s  fort  at  this  place, 
headed  the  gunboats  for  the  enemy’s  battery,  until  early  this  morn¬ 
ing,  when  w7e  got  underway  and  crossed  over  to  Tiptonville,  the 
enemy  having  disappeared.  The  officers  and  crews  of  this  vessel 
during  the  trials  and  dangers  of  their  battles  conducted  themselves 
with  admirable  coolness  and  ability,  to  do  justice  to  many  of  whom 
will  require  a  more  special  letter. 

Most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  H.  Walke, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  W estern  W aters. 
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General  order  conveying  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  thanks  of  the 

nation. 

General  Orders,  )  U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

No.  7.  j  Island  No.  10 ,  April  11 ,  1862. 

It  is  with  the  highest  gratification  that  the  commander  in  chief 
promulgates  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  comprising 
the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  ordnance  boats,  tugs,  transports,  and 
others,  as  well  as  to  General  Buford  and  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
army  who  have  so  effectively  cooperated  in  the  reduction  of  Island 
No.  10,  the  following  telegram  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy;  and  he  trusts  that  the  future  will  be  crowned  with  the  same 
success  to  our  arms  as  the  past  has  been;  and  may  we  all,  in  letter 
and  spirit,  as  suggested  by  the  honorable  Secretary,  render  our  hearty 
thanks  to  God  for  His  goodness  in  giving  us  the  victory. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir:  A  nation’s  thanks  are  due  to  yon  and  the  brave  officers  and 
men  of  the  flotilla  on  the  Mississippi  whose  labor  and  gallantry  at 
Island  No.  10,  which  surrendered  to  you  yesterday,  have  been  watched 
with  intense  interest.  Your  triumph  is  not  the  less  appreciated 
because  it  was  protracted  and  finally  bloodless. 

To  that  Being  who  has  protected  you  through  so  many  perils 
and  carried  you  onward  to  successive  victories  be  praise  "for  His 
continued  goodness  to  our  country,  and  especially  for  this  last  great 
success  of  our  arms.  Let  the  congratulations  to  yourself  and  your 
command  be  also  extended  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  cooperated 
with  you. 

Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
mending  the  officers  and  men  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Carondelet  and  Pittsburg. 

Navy  Department,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Department  desires  you  to  convey  to  Commander  Henry 
Walke  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Carondelet,  also  to  Acting' 
First  Master  Hoel,  of  the  Cincinnati,  who  volunteered  for  the  occa¬ 
sion,,  its  thanks  for  the  gallant  and  successful  service  rendered  in 
running  the  Carondelet  past  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  night  of  the 
4th  instant.  It  was  a  daring  and  heroic  act,  well  executed,  and  de¬ 
serving  of  special  recognition.  Commendation  is  also  to  be  extended 
to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Pittsburg,  who,  in  like  manner,  on  the 
night  of  the  7th  instant,  performed  a  similar  service.  These  fearless 
acts  dismayed  the  enemy,  enabled  the  army  under  General  Pope  to 
cross  the  Mississippi,  and  eventuated  in  the  surrender  to  yourself  of 
Island  No.  10,  and  finally  to  the  capture  by  General  Pope,  of  the  forts 
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on  the  Tennessee  shore  and  the  retreating  rebels  under  General 
Mac-kail.  I  would  also  in  this  connection  render  the  acknowledg¬ 
ments  which  are  justly  due  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  several  boats 
who,  in  conjunction  with  a  detachment  of  the  Forty-seventh  Illinois 
Regiment,  under  Colonel  Roberts,  captured  the  first  rebel  battery  and 
spiked  the  guns  on  Island  No.  10  on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant. 
Such  services  are  duly  appreciated  by  the  Department,  which  ex¬ 
tends  its  thanks  to  all  who  participated  in  the  achievement. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy . 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla ,  Cairo ,  111. 

[Endorsement.] 


Forwarded,  with  the  order  that  this  paper,  which  the  commander 
in  chief  is  most  happj^  in  transmitting  to  the  brave  and  gallant 
officers  and  men  to  whom  it  refers,  shall  be  publicly  read  on  board 
the  C arondelet  and  Pittsburg ,  and  afterwards  to  be  retained  by  Com¬ 
mander  Walke,  who  commanded  with  so  much  ability  and  gallantry, 
assisted  by  First  Master  Iloel  of  the  gunboat  Cincinnati ,  below  New 
Madrid,  which  enabled  the  army  to  cross  the  Mississippi  at  that 
point,  and  to  secure,  with  the  aid  of  the  flotilla  above,  the  possession 
of  Island  No.  10,  and  the  adjacent  batteries  on  Tennessee  shore. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Flagship  Benton, 

Off  Fort  Pillow ,  April  22,  1862. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish 
the  full  name  of  Acting  First  Master  Hoel  for  promotion. 

Navy  Department,  April  15 ,  1862. 
Sir  :  Be  pleased  to  inform  the  Department  the  full  name  of  Master 
Hoel,  who  volunteered  on  board  the  C arondelet  on  her  recent  passage 
of  the  rebel  batteries  at  Island  No.  10. 

The  Department  desires  to  appoint  him  an  acting  lieutenant  in 
the  U.  S.  Navy  as  a  reward  for  his  gallantry. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Cairo ,  III. 
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General  order. 

General  Orders,  ) 

No.  17.  \  Headquarters  Dept,  of  the  Mississippi, 

Camp  Pittsburg  Landing ,  Term.,  April  19,  1862. 

The  following  general  order  of  the  governor  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has  been  officially  re¬ 
ceived  and  is  published  to  the  military  and  naval  forces  in  this 
department : 

General  Orders,  \  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

No-  6.  /  Headquarters,  Boston,  April  10,  1862. 

In  honor  of  the  most  signal  victories  won  by  the  soldiers  of  the  "Union  in  the 
department  commanded  by  Major-General  Halleck,  under  the  more  immediate 
leadership  of  Major-Generals  Pope,  Grant,  and  Buell,  and  by  the  sailors  and 
marines  commanded  by  Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  and  as  an  honorable  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  grateful  joy  with  which  the  splendid  results  of  the  heroic  valor, 
energy,  and  good  conduct  of  the  commanders,  their  officers  and  men,  is  received 
by  their  brethren  and  fellow-citizens  of  Massachusetts,  it  is  ordered  by  the 
governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  that  a  salute 
of  one  hundred  guns  be  fired  on  Boston  Common,  to-morrow,  the  11th  day  of 
April,  current,  at  noon. 

Not  even  the  cannon’s  voice  can  loudly  enough  proclaim  the  debt  which  our 
country,  human  liberty,  and  civilization  itself,  owe  to  these  noble  men  of  the 
West,  who  have  met  the  august  terrors  of  the  rebellion  and  rolled  its  waves 
back  upon  their  depths.  The  heart  of  every  son  of  Massachusetts  leaps  to 
salute  them  and  do  them  homage. 

Major-General  [Samuel]  Andrews,  commanding  first  division,  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  John  A.  Andrew,  governor  and  commander  in 
chief : 

Wm.  Schouler, 

n  .  „  ,,  .  „  ,  Adjutant-General. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck: 

N.  H.  McLean, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 


Letter  from  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  criti¬ 
cising  the  report  of  Major-General  Pope,  U.  S.  Army. 


Private.] 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  12,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  the  published  report  of  General 
Pope  relating  to  the  capture  of  Island  No.  10. 

In  several  instances  the  phraseology  of  the  letter  appears  to  cast 
severe  censure  on  your  conduct  at  that  place,  and  had  caused  here 
m  my  hearing,  many  animadversions  on  your  character  as  a  good 
naval  officer.  He  remarks,  as  you  will  see,  that  he  applied  to  vou 
for  a  gunboat  and  was  refused  on  the  “  ground  of  impracticability  *  ” 
that  the  island  could  have  been  taken  much  sooner  if  you  would  liave 
given  the  aid  he  required.  He  infers  that  you  had  shelled  the 
batteries  for  seven  days  without  any  effect.  He  says  on  the  17th  of 
March  he  suggested  to  you  by  letter  that  you  should  run  the  block¬ 
ade  and  enable  him  to  cross;  you  refused  him,  etc. 

He  also  says  the  flotilla  had  kept  up  its  fire  on  the  batteries  of  the 
enemy  without  making  any  progress,  etc. 
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I  have  been  much  mortified  by  the  many  insinuations  and  remarks 
made  to  me  about  this  letter,  and  I  hope  you  will  take  this  as  it  is 
meant,  in  good  part. 

I  feel  great  mortification  in  having  thrown  in  my  teeth  daily  that 
the  gunboats  were  useless  at  Island  No.  10.  To  be  sure,  I  was  not 
there,  yet  I  belong  to  the  fleet,  and  any  imputations  on  the  chief  re¬ 
flect  as  well  on  me. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  compel  General  Pope  to  make  some  ex¬ 
planation  which  may  do  away  with  the  implied  imputations  he  has 
made  on  yourself,  as  well  as  others,  by  implying  that  the  fleet  was 
useless  and  the  chief  of  it  afraid  to  do  his  duty,  etc. 

I  hope  your  foot  is  better  and  the  magic  oil  benefited  it. 

My  health  is  improving. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

Porter. 

Captain  Foote. 


Detailed  report  of  Major-General  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  operations. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Mississippi, 

Camp  Five  Miles  from  Corinth ,  Miss.,  May  2, 1962. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  operations  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Island  No.  10  and 
the  batteries  on  the  main  shore,  together  with  the  whole  of  the  land 
forces  of  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity.  *  *  * 

As  sopn  as  daylight  unmasked  our  lowest  battery,  the  enemy  saw 
at  once  that  we  must  either  be  dislodged  or  all  reliable  communica¬ 
tion  with  his  forces  would  be  cut  off.  Five  gunboats,  therefore,  at 
once  advanced  against  the  battery,  which  consisted  of  two  24-pounder 
siege  guns  and  two  10-pounder  Parrotts,  manned  by  a  detachment 
of  the  First  United  States  Infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Bates,  and 
supported  by  General  Palmer’s  division,  encamped  1^  miles  in 
rear.  Rifle  pits  for  500  sharpshooters  were  dug  on  the  flanks  of 
the  battery,  close  to  the  river  bank,  and  were  constantly  occupied. 
The  gunboats  ran  up  to  within  300  yards,  and  a  furious  cannonade 
was  kept  up  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  they  were  repulsed  with 
the  loss  of  one  gunboat  sunk,  several  badly  damaged,  and  many 
men  shot  down  at  their  guns  by  our  sharpshooters  from  the  rifle 
pits.  Our  loss  was  1  man  killed.  From  that  time  no  attempt  was 
made  against  the  battery,  and  all  communication  from  below  with 
the  forces  near  Island  No.  10  cut  off.  One  of  the  gunboats  would 
occasionally,  during  a  dark  night,  steal  up  close  along  the  opposite 
shore  to  Tipton ville,  but  always  at  such  great  risk  that  it  was  seldom 
undertaken.  Neither  supplies  nor  men  could  be  taken  up  or  carried 
off  in  this  way. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  16th  of  March.  The 
object  for  which  the  land  forces  had  been  moved  upon  New  Madrid 
was  accomplished  in  the  capture  of  that  place  and  the  blockade  of 
the  river  to  any  supplies  and  reinforcements  for  the  enemy  at  and 
around  Island  No.  10. 

Meantime  the  flotilla  had  been  firing  at  long  range  both  from  the 
gun  and  mortar  boats  at  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  on,  and  opposite, 
the  island,  for  seven  consecutive  days  without  any  apparent  effect, 
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and  without  any  advance  whatever  toward  their  reduction.  This 
result  was,  doubtless,  due  to  defective  construction  of  the  boats. 

*  *  *  *  sfc  *  ij: 

On  the  17th  March  I  suggested  to  Commodore  Foote,  by  letter, 
that  he  should  run  the  enemy’s  batteries  with  one  of  his  gunboats, 
and  thus  enable  me  to  cross  the  river  with  my  command,  assuring  him 
that  by  this  means  1  could  throw  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy  men 
enough  to  deal  with  any  force  he  might  have.  This  request  the  com¬ 
modore  declined  on  the  ground  of  impracticability.  Colonel  Bissell 
having  reported  a  road  impracticable,  but  that  a  route  could  be  found 
for  a  channel  sufficient  for  small  steamers,  I  immediately  directed 
him  to  commence  the  canal  with  his  whole  regiment,  and  to  call  on 
Colonel  Buford,  commanding  the  land  forces  temporarily  with 
the  flotilla,  which  had  been  placed  under  my  command,  for  any 
assistance  in  men  or  material  necessary  for  the  work.  Supplies  of 
such  articles  as  were  needed  and  four  steamers  of  light  draft  were 
sent  for,  to  Cairo,  and  the  work  begun.  It  was  my  purpose  to 
make  the  canal  deep  enough  for  the  gunboats,  but  it  was  not  found 
practicable  to  do  so  within  any  reasonable  period.  The  work  per- 
formed  by  Colonel  Bissell  and  his  regiment  of  engineers  was  beyond 
measure  difficult,  and  its  completion  was  delayed  much  beyond  my 
expectations.  The  canal  is  12  miles  long,  6  miles  of  which  are 
through  very  heavy  timber.  An  avenue  50  feet  wide  was  made 
through  it  by  sawing  off  trees  of  large  size  4f-  feet  under  water. 
For  nineteen  days  the  work  was  prosecuted  with  untiring  energy 
and  determination,  under  exposures  and  privations  very  unusual 
even  m  the  history  of  warfare.  It  was  completed  on  the  4th  of 
April,  and  will  long  remain  a  monument  of  enterprise  and  skill. 

During  all  this  period  the  flotilla  had  kept  up  its  fire  upon  the 
batteries  of.  the  enemy,  but  without  making  any  progress  toward 
their  reduction.  It  had  by  this  time  become  very  apparent  that  the 
capture  of  Island  No.  10  could  not  be  made  unless  the  land  forces 
could  be  thrown  across  the  river  and  their  works  carried  by  the  rear ; 
but  during  this  long  delay,  the  enemy,  anticipating  such  a  movement, 
had  erected  batteries  along  the  shore  from  Island  No.  10  entirely 
around^  to  Tiptonville  at  every  point  where  troops  could  be  landed. 


.There  seemed  little  hope  of  any  assistance  from  the  gunboats. 
I  therefore  had  several  heavy  coal  barges  brought  into  the  upper  end 
ot  the  canal,  which  during  the  progress  of  the  work  were  made  into 
floating  batteries.  *  *  * 

°.n  Se  -4th  Commodore  Foote  allowed  one  of  the  gunboats  to  run 
the  batteries  at  Island  No.  10,  and  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy  who 
had  volunteered  (as  appears  from  the  commodore’s  order  to  him) 
came  through  that  night  with  the  gunboat  Garondelet.  Although 
many  shots  were  fired  at  him  as  he  passed  the  batteries,  his  boat  was 
not  once  struck. .  He  informed  me  of  his  arrival  early  on  the  5th 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  I  sent  General  Granger,  Colonel 
M  LL^inbr  Smitlb  of  the  Forty-third  Ohio,  and  Captain  L.  H. 
Marshall,  of  my  staff,  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  the  river  below 
and  requested  Captain  Walke  to  take  them  on  board  the  Garondelet 
and  run  down  the  river,  to  ascertain  precisely  the  character  of  the 
banks  and  the  position  and  number  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  The 
whole  day  was  spent  in  this  reconnoissance,  the  Garondelet  steaming 
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down  the  river  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s  bat¬ 
teries  along  the  shore.  The  whole  bank  for  15  miles  was  lined  with 
heavy  guns  at  intervals,  in  no  case  exceeding  1  mile.  Intrench- 
ments  for  infantry  were  also  thrown  up  along  the  shore  between  the 
batteries  On  his  return  up  the  river  Captain  Walke  silenced  the 
enemy  s  battenes  opposite  Point  Pleasant,  and  a  small  infantry  force, 
under  Captain  L.  H.  Marshall,  landed  and  spiked  the  guns. 

On  the  night  of  the  6th,  at  my  urgent  request,  Commodore  Foote 
ordered  the  Pittsburg  also  to  run  down  to  New  Madrid.  She  arrived 
at  daylight,  having,  like  the  C arondelet ,  come  through  untouched. 
1  directed  Captain  Walke  to  proceed  down  the  river  at  daylight  on 
the  7th  with  two  gunboats, .  and  if  possible  silence  the  batteries  near 
Watsons  Landing,  the  point  which  had  been  selected  to  land  the 
troops,  and  at  the  same  time  I  brought  the  four  steamers  into  the 
river  and  embarked  Paine’s  division,  which  consisted  of  the  Tenth, 
Sixteenth,  Twenty-second,  and  Fifty-first  Illinois  regiments,  with 
Houghtaling’s  battery  of  artillery. 

******* 

A  heavy  storm  commenced  on  the  night  of  the  6th.  and  continued 
with  short  intermission  for  several  days.  The  morning  of  the  7th 
was  very  dark,  and  the  rain  fell  heavily  until  midday.  As  soon  as 
it  was  fairly  light  our  heavy  batteries  on  the  land  opened  their 
fire  vigorously  upon  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  and  the  two  gun¬ 
boats  ran  down  the  river  and  joined  in  the  action. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Whlke  during 
the  whole  of  these  operations.  Prompt,  gallant,  and  cheerful,  he 
performed  the  hazardous  service  assigned  him  with  signal  skill  and 
success.  About  12  o’clock  m.  he  signaled  me  that  the  batteries  near 
our  place  of  landing  were  silenced,  and  the  steamers  containing 
Paine’s  division  moved  out  from  the  landing  and  began  to  cross  the 
river,  preceded  by  the  gunboats. 

_  The  whole  force  designed  to  cross  had  been  drawn  up  along  the 
river  bank,  and  saluted  the  passing  steamers  with  cheers  of  exultation. 
As  soon  as  we  began  to  cross  the  river  the  enemy  commenced  to 
evacuate  his  position  along  the  bank  and  the  batteries  along  the 
Tennessee  shore  opposite  Island  No.  10.  Ilis  whole  force  was  in 
motion  toward  Tiptonville,  with  the  exception  of  the  few  artiller¬ 
ists  on  the  island,  who,  in  the  haste  of  retreat,  had  been  abandoned. 

As  Paine’s  division  was  passing  opposite  the  point  I  occupied  on 
the  shore,  one  of  my  spies,  who  had  crossed  on  the  gunboats  from 
the  silenced  battery,  informed  me  of  this  hurried  retreat  of  the  enemy. 
I  signaled  General  Paine  to  stop  his  boats,  and  sent  him  the  informa¬ 
tion,  with  orders  to  land  as  rapidly  as  possible  on  the  opposite  shore 
and  push  forward  to  Tiptonville,  to  which  point  the  enemy’s  forces 
were  tending  from  every  direction.  I  sent  no  force  to  occupy  the  de¬ 
serted  batteries  opposite  Island  No.  10,  as  it  was  my  first  purpose  to 
capture  the  whole  army  of  the  enemy. 

At  8  or  9  o’clock  that  night  (the  7th)  the  small  force  abandoned 
on  the  island,  finding  themselves  deserted,  and  fearing  an  attack 
in  the  rear  from  our  land  forces,  which  they  knew  had  crossed  the 
river  in  the  morning,  sent  a  message  to  Commodore  Foote,  surren¬ 
dering  to  him.  The  divisions  were  pushed  forward  to  Tiptonville  as 
fast  as  they  were  landed,  Paine  leading.  The  enemy  attempted  to 


734 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


make  a  stand  several  times  near  that  place,  but  Paine  did  not  once 
deploy  his  columns.  By  midnight  all  our  forces  were  across  the 
river  and  pushing  forward  rapidly  to  Tiptonville. 

*  ****** 

Our  success  was  complete  and  overwhelming,  and  it  gives  me 
profound  satisfaction  to  report  that  it  was  accomplished  without 
loss  of  life. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Jno.  Pope, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

C ommanding  Department  of  the  Mississippi ,  St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


letter  from  Colonel  Bissell,  U.  S.  Engineers,  to  Hon.  B.  F.  Wade,  in  criticism  of 
the  delayed  capture  of  Island  No.  10. 

Headquarters  Engineer  Regiment  of  the  West, 

Near  Corinth ,  Miss.,  May  If,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  that  in  the  late  operations 
that  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Island  No.  10,  I  had  occasion,  as  the 
senior  engineer  officer  of  the  Army,  serving  under  Major-General 
Pope,  to  cross  over  twice  above  that  island  from  New  Madrid  to 
the  gunboat  flotilla,  at  that  time  commanded  by  Flag-Officer  Foote, 
and  to  attend  two  councils  held  on  board  the  flagship  Benton  and 
called  by  Commodore  Foote.  This  was  before  the  canal  was  com¬ 
menced  across  the  isthmus,  and  while  means  were  under  advisement 
whereby  General  Pope  could  be  ferried  across  the  river  below  Island 
No.  10,  so  as  to  attack  that  work  from  the  rear. 

At  each  of  these  councils  I  strongly  urged  that  one  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  might  be  allowed  to  run  the  batteries,  and  by  her  help  General 
Pope  would  be  able  to  capture  the  island  in  a  single  day. 

Captain  Phelps,  at  the  time  commanding  the  Benton ,  strongly 
seconded  my  efforts  to  induce  Commodore  Foote  to  send  a  boat, 
and  requested  to  be  allowed  to  command  it.  When  Commodore 
Foote  objected  on  account  of  the  danger  to  the  remaining  boats, 
should  the  one  that  started  be  captured,  Captain  Phelps  feelingly 
replied  that  if  he  were  intrusted  with  a  boat  it  should  not  fall  into 
the  enemy’s  hands;  he  would  go  through  prepared  to  blow  her  up, 
and  would  destroy  her  rather  than  that  she  should  be  used  against 
us.  About  three  weeks  afterwards,  Commodore  Foote  sent  two  boats 
through,  protected  as  advised  by  Captain  Phelps  at  our  council,  and 
they  passed  unharmed. 

Had  Captain  Phelps  been  allowed  to  try,  as  he  requested,  the 
island  would  have  been  taken  nearly  four  weeks  sooner.  Fort 
Pillow  at  that  time  had  no  guns  and  the  opening  of  the  river  would 
have  been  very  easy. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Bissell, 

_  ^  Colonel ,  Engineer  Regiment. 

Hon.  B.  F.  Wade. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS.  735 

Letter  from  the  President  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  a  joint 
resolution  of  Congress  tendering  thanks. 

Navy  Department,  August  1,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  herewith  a  certified  copy  of 
a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  July  16,  1862,  tendering  its 
thanks  to  you  for  your  eminent  services  and  gallantry  at  Fort 
Henry,  Fort  Donelson,  and  Island  No.  10,  while  in  command  of  the 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Rear-Admiral  Andrew  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  Haven,  C onnecticut. 

[Enclosure.] 

Joint  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Captain  Andrew  H.  Foote, 

of  the  United  States  'Navy. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  Con¬ 
gress  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  tendered  to  Captain  Andrew  H. 
Foote,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  for  his  eminent  services  and  gal¬ 
lantry  at  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelson,  and  Island  No.  10,  while  in 
command  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  resolved ,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  a  certified  copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolution  to  Captain  Foote. 

Approved,  July  16,  1862. 


Appointment  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  John  V.  Johnston,  U.  S.  Navy, 
as  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  for  gallantry  in  action. 

Navy  Department, 

August  1,  1862. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  an  acting  volunteer  lieutenant  in 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  on  temporary  service,  for  gallantry 
displayed  by  you  in  command  of  the  boat  expedition  at  Island  No.  10. 

After  having  executed  the  enclosed  oath  and  returned  it  to  the  De¬ 
partment,  with  your  letter  of  acceptance,  you  will  report  to  Flag- 
Officer  Davis  for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you  in  the  flotilla  under 
his  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Actg.  Yol.  Lieut.  John  V.  Johnston,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  St.  Louis ,  Western  Flotilla. 

[The  record  in  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  presents  this  letter 
in  substance  but  not  in  form.] 
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Crew  of  IT.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  March,  1862. 

Seamen. — H.  Anderson,  James  Thompson,  W.  H.  Underhill,  J.  G. 
Van  Ness,  Henry  Smith,  Amos  Dutch,  O.  Wilson,  Amasa  Perry, 
James  Johnson,  James  Flaherty,  James  Furman,  A.  Connelly, 
Thomas  Tows,  Ed.  Green,  W.  Walker,  Alexander  Gross,  George 
McCan,  J ames  Gorman,  J ohn  Mulligan,  W.  Rizer,  Thomas  B.  Burns. 

Ordinary  seamen.— J  ames  McBride,  John  Ford,  Rich.  Mahoney, 
John  Diamond,  Asa  C.  Mason,  Jerry  Welsh,  John  Johnson,  W.  B. 
Rooney,  J.  Elwell,  Charles  Baker,  F.  Sternmeyer,  James  Carey, 
Mich.  Reily,  James  Hanson,  Anthony  Bark. 

Landsmen. — Owen  Canty,  Dennis  Reilly,  Patrick  O’Brien,  John 
Owens,  John  Murphy,  James  Francis,  Thomas  Hallahan. 


List  of  the  old  (or  part)  crew  on  board  IT.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  March  14,  1862. 

Amos  Dutch,  James  Tunnan  (hospital;  dead),  James  Gorman, 
John  McBride,  James  D.  Thompson,  John  Cochran,  John  Flaherty 
(hospital),  Edward  Green  (unfit  for  duty),  Mathew  Arthur  (dis¬ 
abled),  Thomas  R.  Davis  (hospital),  Rich.  Mahoney  (hospital), 
Aiex  Gile  (hospital),  John  Owen  (hospital),  John  Connelly  (hos- 
pital),  James  Hanson  (hospital),  "William  B.  Rooney  (hospital), 
James  Elwell,  Charles  Baker,  James  Roberts,  Alex.  P.  Bowen,  Dennis 
Reily,  Patrick  O’Brien,  John  Murphy,  James  Trunier,  Thomas  Gra- 

ham,  John  Taylor,  John  O'Conner,  William  English  (deserted), 
William  Underhill,  Charles  Wilson,  1st,  Charles  Wilson,  2d,  James 
Johnson  (deserted),  Arthur  Blackburn  (deserted),  Thomas  Toley, 
James  Carey,  John  Diamond,  Henry  Smith,  1st,  Henry  Smith,  2d 
(hospital),  William  Sherman,  Walter  Swift  (hospital),  F.  Stern- 
meyer,  Owen  Canty,  George  Medium,  Charles  Burns  (deserted), 
Patrick  Laughlin,  James  McCann,  Thomas  Cleave,  Thomas  Holla- 

han,  Henry  Price  (unfit  for  duty),  Peter  Templeton  (hospital),  A. 

S'  Reily,  H.  H.  Rhodes  (armorer),  James  Whalen, 

Hugh  McDonald,  J.  W.  Plant,  Charles  Schram,  Mich.  Haskey,  John 
Kenny  Henry  Anderson  (discharged  on  account  of  wounds),  John 
Ford  Amasa  Perry,  William  Walker,  Anthony  Burke,  John  John- 
srorb  bD)  id  Mason,  Jerry  Walsh,  H.  W.  Holden  (unfit  for  duty) 
John  liper  (discharged),  Joseph  Vance,  George  Faulkner,  Manrid 
1  hillips  James  Gibson  (promoted),  Stephen  Bangs,  Fosters  Johnson 
(deserted),  Reynolds  Craigs,  Alex.  Gross,  Isaac  Delaney,  Esau  Witt 
(deserted),  P.  H.  Delaney  (unfit  for  duty),  Alfred  Snyder.  74  men. 


List  of  soldiers  transferred  to  IT.  S.  S.  Corondelet. 

Sergeant  H.  I.  Fisher. 

T  C,V?T°ralS  i>  ^xN?yeS’  ym|am  Montgomery,  S.  Reily,  J.  Danfield, 
SheppYrcT’  ?  Blanchard’  E-  Crampton,  S.  B.  Shaw,  James 

r  P,rivat®s  (p1A,1Da^’  J-  Patterson,  J.  Regals,  J.  Dunnscallo,  Elias 
Lockwood,  Charles  Wyman,  W.  J.  Cropps,  George  Fisher,  Mich 
McDonald,  M.  Lyons,  R.  Lally,  G.  Wittmough,  P.  Dakin,  L.  Oakley 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


737 


C.  Duly,  H.  McGuire,  Charles  Wiggins,  F.  Jenter,  E.  Murray,  S. 
Vibra,  Charles  Smith,  M.  Devoe,  C.  H.  Whiting,  F.  Nolan,  R.  Weils, 
A.  W.  Lucas  [?],  Charles  Cooley,  J.  McDermot,  D.  G.  Henderson, 
Thomas  Jordon,  J.  Flynn,  P.  Golding,  H.  Rooley,  J.  McFaster,  J. 
Rice,  Deb.  Bromwell,  Charles  Walsh,  Aug.  Welstine,  G.  Bonfield,  M. 
Fleury,  John  Sullivan,  Charles  McClan,  E.  Miller,  M.  Stowe,  W. 
Foster,  T.  L.  Newhorn,  T.  Steele,  J.  Morrison,  C.  H.  Squires.  60 
men. 

March  16,  1862. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  March  12,  1862. 

General  Lovell  w-ishes  services  of  Manassas ,  ram,  at  mouth  of  river. 
Can  you  not  send  it  without  prejudice  to  our  defenses? 

Thanks  for  efficient  [aid]  before  New  Madrid. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Flag-Officer  Hollins, 

New  Madrid ,  [d/o.],  (via  Union  City,  Tenn.) 


I  Telegram.] 


Madrid  Bend,  March  13, 1862 — J  p.  m. 
Colonel:  Commodore  Hollins  says  that  he  can  not  dispense  with 
the  Manassas.  Let  General  Lovell  know  it.  Batteries  were  planted 
last  night  and  opened  at  daylight  against  the  lower  fort.  Dr.  W.  S. 
Bell,  medical  division,  both  legs  shot  off.  One  man  killed  and  one 
wounded  wdien  I  left,  as  far  as  I  know.  * 

I  think  the  object  is  to  cut  regular  approaches. 

J.  P.  McCown, 
Brigadier-General. 


Colonel  Thomas  Jordan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.  J 

Madrid  Bend,  March  13,  1862 — 11:30  p.  m. 

General:  I  this  moment  arrived  from  New  Madrid.  The  enemy 
reinforced  and  rapidly  pushing  their  advance  against  our  works. 
They  have  8-inch  and  24-pounders.  Our  gunboats  are  not  sufficiently 
protected  for  such  heavy  metal.  Upon  consultation  with  Com¬ 
modore  Hollins  and  General  Stewart,  I  gave  the  order  to  evacuate 
the  place.  My  boat  ( Mohawk )  was  hit  in  going  to  Fort  Thompson. 
The  enemy’s  batteries  are  not  below  Tiptonville.  As  soon  as  New 
Madrid  is  evacuated,  the  commodore  (Hollins)  will  drop  down  to 
Tiptonville  and  keep  the  river  open  below.  As  soon  as  I  have  my 
forces  disposed  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  from  New  Madrid  I 
will  try  and  send  part  of  my  reinforcements  back.  I  have  already 
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organized  the  citizens  into  a  police  force.  A  large  body  of  troops 
arrived  to-day,  supposed  to  be  commanded  by  Sigel. 

J.  P.  McCown, 
Brigadier-  General. 

General  Polk. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  position  of  his  command. 

Flagship  McRae, 
Tiptonville ,  Tenn .,  March  15 , 1862. 

General:  I  deem  it  proper  to  communicate  with  you  direct  as 
regards  the  position  of  my  command  in  this  vicinity.  My  force  con¬ 
sists  of  six  gunboats;  two  of  them  are  ironed  over  their  engines, 
which  protects  them  from  small  arms  and  light  artillery,  but  afford¬ 
ing  little  protect  on  against  heavy  guns;  all  the  others  are  very  vul¬ 
nerable.  I  feel  that  the  preservation  of  these  boats  is  of  the  last  im¬ 
portance  to  our  country,  and  am  therefore  unwilling  to  risk  their  loss 
or  being  crippled  by  the  guns  of  the  land  forces  of  the  enemy  except 
in  the  last  extremity. 

If  the  gunboats  should  pass  [Island]  No.  10  I  will  do  the  best  I  can 
to  stop  them.  In  that  case  I  will  of  course  run  the  risk  of  loss  or  cap¬ 
ture  to  keep  them  back.  Nearly  all  the  guns  at  New  Madrid  were 
left  behind  (as  you  will  have  heard  from  the  general  commanding) 
when  that  place  was  evacuated.  Though  they  "were  spiked,  still  my 
impression  is  that  they  could  be  rendered  useful  in  twenty-four  hours 
if  not  less  time.  Of  this  you  will  be  a  better  judge  than  myself.  I 
think  if  the  gunboats  do  not  or  can  not  pass  [Island]  No.  10,  I  will 
fall  back  below  the  lowest  point  that  the  enemy  can  fortify  below  this 
place,  should  they  attempt  it,  if  we  are  unable  to  prevent  it.  Our 
gunboats  can  and  have  driven  the  enemy  from  the  banks  of  the  river, 
but  as  soon  as  they  cease  their  fire  they  return  and  fire  into  the  trans¬ 
ports  as  they  come  up  and  down.  This  they  did  at  Point  Pleasant 
and  may  continue  to  do  down  some  miles  below  this  place,  when  they 
will  be  stopped  by  the  nature  of  the  country. 

The  Manassas  has  been  ordered  back  to  New  Orleans,  as  you  re¬ 
quested,  though  from  some  injury  received  from  a  “  snag  ”  I  fear  she 
will  be  detained  some  days  in  Memphis  to  repair. 

I  am  not  overburdened  with  ammunition  in  any  of  the  gunboats,  as 
you  may  suppose,  and  do  not  wish  to  throw  it  away  without  some  re¬ 
turn  from  the  enemy  for  it.  My  crews  are  all  short.  I  have  been 
kindly  furnished  by  General  McCown  with  some  from  his  command. 

I  merely  state  these  to  let  you  see  the  difficulties  under  which  I  am 
working.  Any  suggestions  from  you  will  meet  with  all  attention, 
and  my  cooperation  will  be  hearty  and  to  the  extent  of  my  ability. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  N aval  F orces  on  the  Mississippi. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Confederate  Armies  on  the  Mississippi. 
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[Telegram.] 

Madrid  Bend,  March  16 ,  1862 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  17th.) 

The  mortar  boats  have  been  shelling  us  all  day.  They  opened 
some  guns.  No  person  hurt.  I  have  just  returned  from  Tiptonville, 
and  will  endeavor  to  carry  out  your  orders  without  friend  or  foe 
knowing  it. 

J.  P.  McCown, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Polk. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters, 

Madrid  Bend ,  March  17,  1862 — 6  p.  m. 

Three  gunboats  lashed  together  dropped  down  to  range  of  Battery 
No.  1.  Opened  heavy  fire  upon  it — mortar  boats  [three]  and  other 
gunboats  at  long  range.  The  battery  has  returned  the  fire  splendidly. 
Lieutenant  Clark  and  2  men  killed;  10  wounded.  Captain  Rucker, 
Colonel  Steedman,  General  Trudeau  have  behaved  gallantly,  as  well 
as  all  the  men.  Don’t  know  what  damage  done  them.  Yet  firing. 

J.  P.  McCown, 

Maj or-  General ,  G ommanding. 

Colonel  Pickett. 


General  order  of  Major-General  McCown,  C.  S.  Army. 

General  Orders,!  Headquarters  Heavy  Artillery, 

No.  15.  j  Mad, rid  Bend,  March  17,  1862. 

The  major-general  commanding  tenders  his  thanks  to  General 
Trudeau,  Colonel  Steedman,  and  Captain  Rucker,  and  all  the  officers 
and  men  who  to-day  served  in  Battery  No.  1.  Our  country  will 
cherish  the  memory  of  the  noble  dead. 

By  command  of  Major-General  J.  P.  McCown,  commanding: 

G.  T.  Smoote, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  order  of  Brigadier-General  Trudeau,  C.  S.  Army. 

Special  Orders,  1  Headquarters  Heavy  Artillery, 

No.  69.  J  Madrid  Bend ,  March  19,  1862. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  artillery  returns  his  thanks 
to  Colonel  Steedman,  First  Alabama  Regiment;  Captain  Rucker, 
officers  and  men  of  Battery  No.  1;  to  Captain  Barney  Hughes,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Lane,  of  the  artillery  staff;  Lieutenant  [W.  H.]  Noland, 
Lieutenant  [R.  IP.]  Howell,  Lieutenant  [Marshall  A.]  Caruthers, 
Sergeant  McCann,  Corporal  Anderson,  of  the  heavy  artillery,  and 
their  detachments,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  before  the 
enemy  on  the  17th  and  18th  instant. 

Jas.  Trudeau, 

Brig.  Gen.,  Commanding  Artillery,  First  Div.  West.  Dept. 

To  be  read  to  the  companies. 
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General  order  of  Brigadier-General  Trudeau,  C.  S.  Army. 

General  Orders,.  Headquarters, 

Xo.  16.  J  Madrid  Bend ,  March  19,  1862. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  the  artillery  returns  his  thanks 
to  his  command  for  their  gallant  services  at  this  post  and  their  heroic 
deportment  before  the  enemy.  The  artillery  has  well  deserved  the 
praise  of  the  country. 

J.  Trudeau, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Artillery,  C .  S.  Army. 

Per  B.  Hughes, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 


General  order  of  Brigadier-General  Trudeau,  C.  S.  Army. 

General  Orders.1  Headquarters  Heavy  Artillery, 

No.  73.  J  Madrid  Bend,  March  19,  1862. 

The  general  commanding  the  artillery  returns  his  thanks  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  T.  J.  Finnie,  Sergeant  Nessler,  Private  Hotter,  and  detachment 
of  Captain  Robert  Sterling’s  company,  for  their  gallant  and  meri¬ 
torious  conduct  before  the  enemy  in  defending  Battery  No.  1. 

Jas.  Trudeau, 

Brig.  Gen.,  Commanding  Artillery,  First  Div.  West.  Dept. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters, 

Madrid  Bend,  March  20,  \_1862~\ — 5: 15  p.  m. 

Firing  not  so  brisk  to-day.  Has  ceased.  I  am  almost  entirely 
satisfied  the  enemy  has  received  infantry  reinforcements  from  above. 
Our  gunboats  are  of  no  service  to  us ;  they  are  6  miles  below  Tipton- 
ville,  with  the  transports  and  wharf  boats.  The  provisions  for  this 
garrison  are  with  them,  but  there  are  some  to  be  obtained  in  this 
bend.  I  would  like  to  have  some  more  ammunition  for  rifled 
cannon.  No  means  of  communicating  with  our  gunboats  by  land  or 
water.  The  enemy  are  moving  down  continually  below  Point  Pleasant. 
I  expect  to  hear  of  them  at  Gayoso  next. 

L.  M.  W  ALKER, 

B rigadier- General ,  Commanding. 

Colonel  Ed.  Pickett,  Jr. 

P.  S. — I  suppose  these  telegrams  go  through  from  you.  I  would 
like  you  to  ascertain  if  possible  if  one  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  sank 
below  Hickman.  It  is  so  reported.  She  left  here  crippled  by 
Rucker’s  battery.  Said  battery  is  much  in  water  and  river  rising. 
The  relief  wade  waist  deep  to  get  to  it. 

Yours,  etc., 


Walker. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters, 

Madrid  Bend. ,  March  21,  1862 — 6  a.  m. 

No  firing  last  night.  Gunboats  in  same  position  this  morning.  I 
want  the  general  to  understand  that,  our  gunboats  having  taken  posi¬ 
tion  down  the  river  not  accessible  to  me,  this  bend  is  entirely  cut  off, 
and  that  I  will  defend  it  until  the  general  orders  otherwise.  The 
general  will  have  to  open  the  way.  He  must  not  expect  any  of  the 
command  to  be  saved. 

L.  M.  Walker, 

Brigadier -General,  C ommanding. 

Colonel  Ed.  Pickett,  Jr. 


Letter  from  John  T.  Trezevant  to  General  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army,  calling  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  reported  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Memphis,  [Tenn.,]  March  21,  1862. 

I  am  conscious,  my  dear  sir,  that  matters  of  greater  moment  hourly 
press  upon  you  than  anything  about  which  I  may  trouble  you,  but 
your  kind  answer  to  my  previous  letter  induces  me  to  invoke  your 
attention  once  more.  This  morning  I  telegraphed  you  that  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Fister,  of  one  of  the  gunboats,  had  just  arrived  here,  having 
been  sent  down  by  Commodore  Hollins  for  ammunition  for  his  fleet. 
He  called  at  this  office  (ordnance)  to  confer  with  the  ordnance  officer, 
Colonel  Hunt.  He  is  now  at  Columbus,  Miss.,  and  I  am  acting  for 
him.  I  had  nothing  here  for  Commodore  Hollins,  and  in  talking 
with  Lieutenant  Fister  he  told  me  that  there  was  not  ammunition 
enough  in  the  whole  fleet  for  a  fight  of  three  hours.  He  also  says  that 
the  enemy  now  has  a  battery  8  or  10  miles  below  Tiptonville,  .and  that 
communication  with  Tiptonville  is  effectually  cut  off  by  it.  This 
isolates  our  army  on  Island  [No.]  10  from  ali  help,  and  as  the  river 
now  overflows  all  the  land  below  Tiptonville  as  far  as  Reelfoot  Lake, 
there  is  no  retreat  for  our  forces  on  Island  [No.]  10  in  case  they  are 
attacked  by  overwhelming  forces.  Can  they  thus  attack  us?  I  fear 
from  all  the  rumors  current  that  they  design  throwing  a  large  force 
on  the  Tennessee  shore  from  New  Madrid,  landing  as  far  above  Tip¬ 
tonville  as  they  can  so  as  to  elude  our  gunboats,  and  then  moving  on 
our  rear  while  their  gunboats  attack  us  in  front.  If  our  gunboats 
get  out  of  ammunition,  as  they  must  in  a  few  more  fights  or  harmless 
bombardments,  this  crossing  the  river  on  rafts  or  launches  can  easily 
be  effected,  and  our  men  and  guns  all  lost. 

******  * 
Most  respectfully, 

John  T.  Trezevant. 


General  Beauregard. 

p.  S. _ Colonel  Hunt  is  absent.  Many  ordnance  stores  are  here  and 

many  caissons,  etc.  On  the  12th  you  ordered  him  to  send  them  off 
as  fast  as  possible.  I  can  not  get  transportation  for  them  unless  you 
will  give  special  orders  to  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Railroad  to 
placed  train  at  my  disposal  daily  till  I  get  all  away.  Shot  and  shell 
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and  other  things  are  being  manufactured  here,  and  they  must  be  sent 
off  too,  but  the  same  difficulty  exists.  Will  you  please  give  the  order 
and  let  me  know  ? 


[Endorsement.] 

Colonel  Jordan  will  please  see  Major  Hunt  about  the  requisition 
for  a  train  for  ordnance  stores  contained  in  the  P.  S.  to  this  rather 
long  dissertation. 

G.  T.  B. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters, 

Madrid  Bend ,  March  23,  1862. 

General:  Firing  has  almost  ceased  this  evening.  Federal  troops 
are  moving  down  the  river  [Mississippi]  from  New  Madrid.  Gun¬ 
boats  still  go  up  to  Tiptonville  in  the  night.  A  good  deal  of  sick¬ 
ness  in  the  command.  Steamers  here  are  the  Grampus ,  Mohawk, 
Kanawha  Valley,  and  Champion;  small  boat  Red  Rover  with  floating- 
battery ;  Ohio  Belle,  Simonds,  Yazoo ,  Be  Soto,  Mears,  and  Admiral. 
The  small  boats  used  as  watch  boats,  etc. ;  the  large  ones  as  hospitals. 

J.  P.  McCown, 

May  or -General. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Jackson ,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters, 

Madrid  Bend,  March  23,  1862 — 6  p.  m. 

General  :  My  effort  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  enemy  above 
has  resulted  as  follows,  which  I  believe  to  great  extent  reliable,  viz : 
Transports,  13;  mortars,  12;  gunboats,  7;  tugs,  5;  12  additional  gun¬ 
boats  looked  for;  5,000  infantry  on  transports;  120  men  on  each  gun¬ 
boat;  7  empty  coal  barges.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant 
10,000  infantry  landed  at  Hickman.  One  of  their  gunboats  towed 
up  beyond  Hickman  badly  disabled.  No  danger  I  think  on  the  side 
of  Reelfoot  Lake.  The  river  [Mississippi]  and  water  in  lake  have 
been  rising  for  several  days  and  still  rising.  Reported  that  the  rivers 
above  are  rising. 

No  change  in  the  conduct  of  their  gunboats  to-day.  Shelling  at 
intervals. 

L.  M.  Walker, 

Brigadier- General. 

General  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Mississippi. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


743 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters, 

Madrid  Bend ,  March  23,  1862. 

General:  I  hope  Van  Dorn  will  act  promptly.  I  am  not  despond¬ 
ing  yet.  I  know  my  position.  One  gunboat  has  sunk  on  a  bar  just 
beyond  range.  They  are  either  trying  to  raise  her  or  removing  the 
guns.  Fire  rafts  can  not  be  placed,  as  our  batteries  are  under  fire. 
When  we  reply  it  is  slowly,  waiting  till  they  are  where  we  want 
them. 

Have  sent  to  Pillow  for  200  ride  shot. 

J.  P.  McCown,  . 

Major-  General ,  C ommanding. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard. 


Report  of  Major-General  McCown,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  his  movements  in 
vicinity  of  New  Madrid,  transmitting  memorandum  of  batteries  at  Island 
No.  10. 


Headquarters, 

Madrid  Bend ,  March  23,1862. 

Colonel  :  I  first  came  here  on  the  25th  ultimo,  returned  to  Colum¬ 
bus  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  and  was  back  on  the  27t,h.  These  dates 
are  from  memory.  My  papers  are  with  the  fleet  below  Tiptonville. 

On  the  1st  of  March  the  enemy  appeared  on  Madrid  plain  and 
drove  in  our  scouts.  On  the  2d  March  a  skirmish  occurred  within 
1  mile  of  New  Madrid.  New  Madrid  was  evacuated  on  the  night  of 
the  14th  instant.  The  gunboats  appeared  above  us  on  the  15th  and 
have  been  in  range  of  us  ever  since. 

The  boats  attacked  Battery  No.  1  on  the  17th.  We  have  been  under 
their  fire  ever  since. 

I  left  Island  [No.]  10  at  10  o’clock  at  night  after  the  repulse  of  the 
gunboats  on  the  17th.  I  arrived  at  the  fleet  on  my  return  from  Fort 
Pillow  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  landed  below  Riddle’s  Point  on 
Tennessee  shore,  and  made  my  way  here  on  the  21st. 

On  my  first  arrival  here  five  guns  were  mounted  in  Battery  No.  1 
and  seven  in  Battery  No.  5  on  main  shore.  No  guns  were  mounted 
on  the  island.  When  I  left  for  Fort  Pillow  four  guns  were  mounted 
on  the  main  shore,  protected  by  parapet  of  earth,  and  19  guns  on  the 
island  [No.  10],  also  protected  [by]  parapets  of  earth.  Batteries  No. 
1  and  5  were  alone  finished  (earthworks).  A  redoubt  is  being  about 
finished  to  protect  the  batteries  on  main  shore. 

I  send  enclosed  a  report  of  Captain  Gray,  engineer.  On  my  arrival 
at  Island  [No.]  10,  Colonel  Kennedy  reported  to  me  less  than  300 
negroes,  and  tools  not  sufficient  to  work  them. 

The  redoubt  was  laid  off  and  under  construction  when  I  left  for 
Pillow.  The  batteries  were  nearly  complete. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  P.  McCown, 
Major-General ,  ( 'ommanding . 

•  Colonel  Thomas  Jordan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Memorandum  of  batteries  at  Island  No.  10,  Madrid  Bend,  with  guns  mounted. 


Engineer  Office, 

Island  [Vo.j  10,  March  2J, ),  1862. 

ON  TIIE  MAINLAND. 


Batteries. 

Number  of  guns.  Caliber. 

No.  1  (the  Redan  Battery) _ 

No.  2 _  _ _ 

No.  3 

No.  4 _ 

No.  5  _  _ 

Total _  ... 

(  3,  naval  carriages  . _  _ 

l  3,  barbette  _  _ 

4,  high  barbette  carriages _ 

3,  high  barbette  carriages, 

4,  high  barbette  carriages 

7,  barbette  carriages  (2  high,  5 
medium) . 

24  guns. 

3  8-inch  columbiads. 

3  smoothbore  32s. 

3  rifle  32s,  1  smoothbore  32. 

3  rifle  32s. 

3  rifle  32s,  1  8-inch  columbiad. 

1  rifle  32.  3  8-inch  columbiads,  3 
smoothbore  32s. 

ON  THE  ISLAND. 

Batteries. 

Number  of  guns. 

Caliber. 

No.  1  (Belmont  Battery)  _ 

No.  2 _ 

No.  3 _ _ 

6,  medium  barbette _ 

4,  3  barbette,  1  center-pintle _ 

5 _  . 

2  8-inch,  4  smoothbore  32s. 

3  smoothbore  32s.  1  rifle  24. 

2  rifle  248,  1  8-inch,  2  smoothbore 
32s. 

2  8-inch  howitzers. 

2  S-inch  howitzers. 

No.  4 _ 

2,  siege  carriages  _  __  . 

No.  5 _ _ _ 

Total _ _ 

19  guns. 

Note. — The  Belmont  heavy  rifle  32,  while  being  fired  at  the  enemy 
on  the  21st  instant,  burst  at  the  third  fire,  injuring  no  one.  An  8-inch 
columbiad  was  at  once  mounted  in  its  place. 

In  the  Redan  Battery,  No.  1,  but  three  guns  were  used  against  the 
attack  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  and  during  the  bombardment  of  Island 
No.  10.  This  battery,  commanded  by  Captain  Rucker,  has  six  guns. 
The  three  smoothbore  32s  were  not  fired,  only  the  three  8-inch  colum- 
biads.  The  three  latter  guns  in  the  redan  and  one  other  similar  in 
Battery  No.  5  have  been  mounted  and  ready  for  action  for  some  two 
months  past.  The  four  8-inch  columbiads  are  guns  that  I  brought 
down  from  the  naval  floating  battery  and  mounted  them  immediately. 
Thirty-five  guns  have  been  mounted  on  platforms  and  in  batteries 
since  the  1st  of  March  by  the  Engineer  Corps,  including  the  sappers 
and  miners.  The  naval  'floating  battery  was  placed  by  us  in  position 
on  the  north  side  of  the  island  and  now  mounts  nine  guns,  making  in 
all  fifty-two  guns  in  position  at  the  present  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


A.  Bj  Gray, 

Captain ,  C.  S.  Army ,  Chief  Engineer  Island  10. 


[March  23,  1862. — For  communications  from  Generals  Johnston 
and  Beauregard  to  General  Van  Dorn  see  Army  War  Records  series 
1,  Vol.  X,  part  II.] 
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General  order  of  Brigadier-General  Trudeau,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Heavy  Artillery, 

Madrid  Bend ,  March  2Jh  1862. 

Captains  of  heavy  artillery  will  send  immediately  a  report  to  their 
headquarters  of  number  of  guns,  calibers  and  bore,  kind  of  carriages 
on  which  they  are  mounted,  condition  of  guns  and  carriages ;  number 
of  cartridges,  and  character  in  battery  and  magazines;  number  of 
rounds  of  shot,  and  kind  to  each  gun  in  their  batteries.  Also  a  sep¬ 
arate  report  of  the  number  and  caliber  of  guns  that  were  in  their 
batteries  at  Columbus.  In  compliance  with  an  order  from  General 
Beauregard. 

By  order  of  General  Trudeau: 

B.  Hughes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Averett,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  floating  battery  New 
Orleans,  regarding  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10. 

Floating  Battery  New  Orleans, 

Island  No.  10 ,  March  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Captain  Huger  that  you  desire  to  know  my 
idea  of  affairs  at  this  place. 

This  is  the  eleventh  day  of  the  bombardment.  I  think  the  entire 
results  may  be  stated  at  2  killed  and  7  wounded  on  shore.  I  believe 
we  are  stronger  here  to-day  than  when  the  enemy  first  appeared.  The 
enemy’s  gunboats  and  mortar  boats  have  not  been  within  the  effective 
range  of  the  battery.  I  have  fired  one  shot  at  a  transport  as  an  experi¬ 
ment  for  the  range  of  one  of  my  rifle  guns.  She  changed  her  berth 
soon  afterwards.  On  the  evening  of  the  17th  two  fieldpieces  fired 
three  shots  at  the  battery  from  the  opposite  bank,  but  a  few  well- 
directed  shots  drove  them  off  and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that 
one  of  the  field  carriages  was  broken  and  2  men  killed.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  evening  two  more  pieces  were  discovered  coming  down  toward 
the  same  point,  but  they  were  driven  off  by  the  battery  before  they 
fired  a  shot.  The  battery  has  fired  altogether  twenty-nine  shots  and 
shells.  Some  of  these  were  fired  to  break  up  the  enemy’s  signaling 
from  the  shore  to  their  boats  and  to  disperse  squads  of  them  who 
would  occasionally  show  themselves  together. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  of  Captain  O’Hara’s  Pelican  Guards  and 
of  Captain  Stubbs’  company  of  the  First  Alabama  Regiment  have 
conducted  themselves  in  a  manner  to  satisfy  me  that  they  are  men  of 
determined  gallantry  and  will  make  a  fight  worthy  of  the  cause  they 
are  serving.  The  latter  company  has' been  under  the  charge  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Stone  and  recently  under  that  of  Lieutenant  Crockett.  Cap¬ 
tain  Cooper’s  company  from  the  Forty-sixth  Tennessee  Regiment 
was  serving  with  me  up  to  the  17th,  when  they  were  ordered  away. 
This  leaves  me  short  of  crews  for  two  guns.  I  have  repeatedly  tried 
to  get  men  for  them,  and  orders  have  been  given  for  captains,  to 
report  their  companies  to  me,  but  there  seems  to  be  the  greatest  objec¬ 
tions  to  serving  on  board  the  battery,  and  I  have  for  the  present  given 
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up  the  hope  of  additional  help  from  the  army.  Of  the  navy  part  of 
my  command  I  can  hardly  speak  too  well.  The  officers  and  crew 
alike  have  evinced  the  best  spirit  and  have  done  their  duties  well  and 
faithfully.  Mr.  Gift  remained  with  me  six  days  after  the  acceptance 
of  his  resignation  and  by  his  vigilance  and  prompt  execution  of  my 
orders,,  gave  me  much  assistance.  Acting  Master  Guthrie  has  been 
on  leave  till  yesterday.  Acting  Master  Erwin  has  unfortunately 
been  isick  during  this  interesting  time.  There  have  been  no  casualties 
on  board  the  battery  and  the  Red  Rover.  The  battery  has  been 
struck  by  fragments  of  shells  and  severely  jarred  by  their  explosions 
under  her  and  around  her,  but  is  unharmed.  The  Red  Rover  was  cut 
through  all  her  decks  to  her  bottom  b}^  a  piece  of  shell,  which  caused 
her  to  leak  considerably,  but  not  dangerously.  She  has  not  been  our 
quarters  since  the  enemy  appeared,  but  is  safely  moored  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  side  of  the  island.  The  quarters  of  the  Pelican  Guards  were  sunk 
alongside  by  a  shell  day  before  yesterday.  They  are  now  quartered 
on  shore  near  the  battery. 

If  you  had  not  asked  me  my  opinion  of  affairs  generally  at  this 
point  I  should  not  be  bold  enough  to  offer  it.  I  give  it  to  you  now 
as  a  matter  of  duty.  There  is  every  reason  for  us  to  expect  a  victory 
if  the  enemy  attack  this  place  with  his  gunboats.  I  do  not  believe  it 
possible  for  him  to  run  a  part  of  his  boats  by  in  the  night.  Those 
that  I  have  seen  are  slow  and  hard  to  turn,  and  it  is  probable  that  he 
would  lose  some  of  them  if  not  all  in  the  attempt.  The  post  is  alive 
and  will  give  him  hot  work  when  he  comes  down.  At  this  stage  of 
the  water  this  place  is  completely  insulated,  and  unless  a  crossing  is 
effected  between  the  island  and  Tiptonville  the  land  force  of  the 
enemy  can  not  harm  us  if  we  do  our  duty. 

At  sunset  to-day  there  were  in  sight  three  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats, 
and  to-day  and  yesterday  he  has  kept  up  a  slow,  irregular  fire  from 
two  mortars.  His  position  has  remained  about  the  same  since  the 
16th.  He  is  about  2J  miles  from  the  floating  battery  and  a  little  less 
distant  from  the  uppermost  battery  (Rucker’s).  One  gunboat,  the 
transports,  and  three  mortar  boats,  which  were  with  him  during  the 
first  days  of  the  bombardment,  have  not  been  in  sight  since  the  23d. 

I  shall  try  to  inform  you  of  any  changes  that  may  take  place  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Averett, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Mississippi  River. 


I  Telegram.  1 

Madrid  Bend,  March  29, 1862 — 12  o'clock. 

It  is  said  that  the  enemy  are  cutting  a  way  from  the  foot  of  Island 
[No.]  8  to  St.  John’s  Bayou  (said  to  be  progressing  rapidly)  for 
their  boats.  Bombardment  slowly  continues.  One  of  our  gunboats 
came  up  to  Tiptonville  last  night.  Fired  at  seventeen  times. 

J.  P.  McCown, 

M a] or -General,  G ommanding. 

Colonel  Thomas  Jordan, 

Corinth,  Miss. 
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Memorandum  of  the  condition  of  the  defenses  at  Island  No.  10  and  Madrid  Bend, 
by  Captain  Gray,  Engineer  C.  S.  Army. 

Engineer's  Office,  March  29,  1862. 

On  the  mainland,  or  left  bank  of  the  river,  which  is  the  Tennessee 
shore,  and  ranging  for  2  miles  above  the  Island  No.  10,  are  eight 
earthworks.  Twenty-six  cannon  are  now  mounted  in  these  works, 
as  follows,  viz : 

Battery  No.  1,  called  the  Redan:  This  battery  is  the  uppermost 
work,  and  constructed  for  reasons  given  in  letter  of  September  18, 
1861.  It  was  located,  after  a  rapid  reconnoissance  of  a  few  hours,  on 
August  15,  the  day  on  which  the  enemy’s  gunboats  (two)  passed  down 
the  river  to  New  Madrid. 

At  daylight,  August  19,  the  work  was  commenced,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  20tli  two  guns  placed  in  position,  since  when  none  of 
the  enemy  have  succeeded  in  descending  the  Mississippi  below  it.  It 
was  laid  off  as  a  redan  and  subsequently  connected  with  flanks  and  a 
cremaillere  line.  This  was  not  expected  to  be  occupied  in  extreme 
high  water,  but  to  produce  certain  effect  for  a  certain  period.  It  has 
answered  this  purpose  and  is  not  now  in  condition  to  be  occupied, 
though  it  can  be  held  as  long  as  the  other  batteries  last. 

The  long  and  unprecedented  rise  in  the  Mississippi  has  washed  the 
parapet  nearly  away.  The  ground  upon  which  the  work  was  put  up 
is  firm  and  not  a  caving  bank.  The  guns  can  not  be  used  by  the  enemy 
and  will  not  be  materially  injured.  They  can  be  easily  guarded  at 
night.  Batteries  Nos.  2  and  3  entirely  command  Battery  No.  1.  It 
has  6  guns  mounted  in  it  on  strong  platforms — 3  columbiads  (8-inch), 
and  3  smoothbore  32-pounders.  One  32-pounder  had  one  trunnion 
knocked  off  by  the  enemy’s  shot  on  March  20. 

Batteries  Nos.  2  and  3  are,  respectively,  2,000  and  2,175  yards  off. 
No.  2  has  3  rifled  32-pounders  and  1  smoothbore  32-pounder.  No.  3 
has  3  rifled  32-pounders.  There  are  earthworks  thrown  up  above 
overflow  and  are  in  good  condition.  The  banks  are  near  and  caving, 
but  will  last  as  long  as  expected  at  first.  To  place  these  batteries 
farther  back  from  the  water  would  lessen  the  command  of  the  channel. 
If  necessary  other  parapets  can  be  thrown  up  in  the  rear  and  the 
same  platforms  used  without  losing  the  effect  of  but  one  gun  for  a 
short  time. 

Battery  No.  4  has  three  rifled  32-pounders  and  one  8-inch  colum- 
biacl.  It  is  425  yards  from  Battery  No.  3;  is  in  good  condition,  with 
some  defect  of  caving  bank,  but  in  no  danger  of  being  inconvenienced 
in  some  time. 

Battery  No.  5  has  seven  guns.  Three  are  8-inch  columbiads,  three 
smoothbore  32-pounders,  and  one  rifled  32-pounder.  This  battery  was 
built  some  months  ago,  and  is  500  yards  lower  down  the  river  from 
No.  4.  It  is  in  good  condition  and  has  a  second  bank  in  front  of  it, 
and  is  the  most  elevated  above  the  water  of  all  our  batteries.  The  bank 
is  some  10  or  15  feet  above  the  high-water  mark.  This  work  was  put 
up  last  fall. 

Between  Batteries  Nos.  4  and  5  is  a  parapet  prepared  for  three 
guns,  and  another,  950  yards  below  No.  5,  for  three  guns.  No  guns 
are  mounted,  and  it  is  not  thought  necessary  at  present  to  place  any 
there. 
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In  the  rear  of  and  to  the  left  of  Battery  No.  4  is  a  square  redoubt, 
built  100  yards  square.  It  has  two  32-pounder  smoothbore  cannon 
on  center-pintle  carriages  now  mounted  and  in  a  couple  of  days  will 
have  two  more  up.  These  four  guns  cover  the  gorges  of  Batteries 
Nos.  2  to  5,  inclusive. 

The  above  constitute  the  eight  earthworks  on  the  mainland  at 
Island  No.  10,  having  twenty-six  guns  in  position. 

Batteries  on  the  island  :  Belmont  Battery,  or  No.  1,  on  the  extreme 
upper  end  of  the  island,  has  six  guns ;  two  of  them  are  8-inch  colum- 
biads,  four  of  them  smoothbore  32-pounders.  This  battery  contained 
the  heavy  32-pouncler  rifled  gun  called  “  Belmont.”  At  the  third  fire 
at  the  enemy  on  March  —  it  burst  into  fragments,  but  without  inj  ury 
to  anyone.  One  of  the  two  columbiads  now  replaces  it.  This  bat¬ 
tery  is  in  good  condition. 

Island  Batteries  Nos.  2  and  3  are,  respectively,  100  and  375  yards 
from  No.  1.  Battery  No.  2  has  four  guns — three  smoothbore  and  one 
rifled  32-pounder.  Battery  No.  3  has  five  guns — two  rifled  24- 
pounder  Dahlgren  guns,  one  8-inch  columbiad,  and  two  smoothbore 
32-pounders.  These  batteries  are  in  good  condition. 

Batteries  Nos.  4  and  5  are  where  the  four  24-pounder  siege  guns 
and  four  8-inch  siege  howitzers  or  mortars  were  placed.  These  can¬ 
non  are  to-day  in  position  at  Tipton ville  and  along  the  western  side 
of  Madrid  Bend  peninsula,  for  preventing  the  enemy’s  landing  from 
the  opposite  or  Missouri  side  of  the  Mississippi.  No  guns  have  re¬ 
placed  the  siege  cannon  on  the  island,  but  the  naval  floating  battery 
New  Orleans ,  carrying  eight  8-incli  columbiads  and  one  32-pounder 
rifled  gun,  is  located  there,  so  as  to  command  the  north  channel. 

Several  batteries  are  now  ready — facing  the  batteries  of  the  enemy 
below  New  Madrid — and  two  heavy  guns  (8-inch  columbiads  and  32- 
pounders)  will  be  in  position  on  each  side  of  the  peninsula  to  open 
upon  the  enemy  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  passing  up  or  down  of  any 
boat  which  may  possibly  force  itself  through  the  canal  being  cut  into 
[St.]  John’s  Bayou. 

I  have  located  the  batteries  as  near  the  end  of  the  peninsula  as  the 
overflow  will  admit  of,  say  lj  miles  from  Fort  Thompson,  on  the  west 
side,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  the  mouth  of  [St.]  John’s 
Bayou,  on  the  east  side. 

The  canal  being  cut  by  the  enemy  is  nearly  opposite  Island  No.  8, 
below  the  mouth  of  the  [St.]  James  Bayou,  and  is  probably  one  mile 
long  from  the  Mississippi  into  a  small  lake  which  connects  with  the 
[St.]  John’s  Bayou.  Tugs  and  flatboats,  or  barges,  may  possibly  get 
through  such  a  canal,  provided  the  river  remains  up  at  its  present 
high  stage.  It  is  now  on  a  stand  and  may  fall.  A  very  rapid  fall  of 
the  water  through  it  might  prevent  the  use  of  [St.]  John’s  Bayou, 
and  may  prove  fatal  to  our  defenses  by  leaving  our  right  flank  unpro¬ 
tected. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  river  can  go  down  sufficient  to  en¬ 
able  the  enemy  to  move  with  artillery  through  the  bottoms  in  front 
and  to  the  right  of  the  cremaillere  line  of  the  Redan  battery;  but  it 
does  subside  very  rapidly  at  times,  and  the  utmost  attention  and  vigi¬ 
lance  will  be  required  to  watch  and  repair  our  right-flank  works  and 
build  new  ones.  As  long  as  the  water  remains  up  we  are  secure  in 
this  direction,  and  our  chief  attention  should  be  given  to  the  present 


[Enclosure,  with  report  of  Captain  Gray.] 


GunioaU^  Tmnsports 


>o®  -9  Mortar 


mm 

•mm 


:f  Mortar 


*> 


h/LLotv  Bar 


Naval  Batten 


at  ordir 


iooouard's. 


'Battery AF0. 1 


Ordnance  fienop^ 


Co 


opted  from  the  Original/  rvatee 
Survey,  in>  Topographical  Office/. 


//  Oterflowedgfeeln^Mch.  1862. 


For  General  G.  T.  Beauregard 
Com/manding 

Army  of  tfie/Missvssippi. 


■  Jleadyua 


Saale'  of  Yards. 


Zoo  -too  3 oo  zoo  ioo  o 


1000 


/soo 


zooo yards. 


Defenses  of  Island  No.  10. 


[Enclosure,  with  report  of  Captain  Gray.] 


Battery 


Battery 


Barkers  Ferry 


Defenses  of  New  Madrid  Bend. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS.  749 

left  flank,  which  is  below  Island  No.  10  and  on  the  west  side  of  the 
peninsula. 

A  proper  distribution  of  three  or  four  thousand  men,  with  the  guns 
and  ammunition  at  hand,  might  enable  Island  No.  10  to  hold  itself 
as  it  now  is  against  the  overwhelming  force  threatening  it;  but  it  will 
require  every  resource  of  mind,  and  the  physical  as  well  as  mental 
energies  of  every  man  now  in  this  bend.  Any  misjudgment  or  mis¬ 
takes  made  now,  such  as  have  been  witnessed  from  the  planking  of  the 
streets  of  Memphis  to  the  sad  errors  of  Columbus,  in  the  last  eight 
months,  will  cost  the  Confederacy  an  irreparable  injury. 

If  a  gunboat  were  placed  a  mile  below  Tiptonville  she  would  effec¬ 
tually  prevent  any  landing  by  the  enemy  if  he  should  strike  across 
from  Point  Pleasant  or  Riddle’s  Point.  The  only  landing  that  could 
be  made  by  the  enemy  to  effect  anything  below  Point  Pleasant  must 
be  had  in  this  distance  of  4  miles. 

Between  Point  Pleasant  and  Andy  Riddle’s  (the  lowest  battery  of 
the  enem}^)  a  gunboat  can  lay  without  molestation  from  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  nor  could  they  place  a  gun  between  Riddle’s  Point  and  their 
battery  at  Andy  Riddle’s.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  section  be¬ 
tween  the  enemy’s  battery  at  Doctor  Martin’s  and  his  battery  at  Point 
Pleasant.  A  gunboat  could  lay  on  our  side  entirely  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  enemy’s  guns,  and,  by  keeping  up  a  little  steam  nights  only, 
could  be  ready  to  destroy  any  expedition  attempted  by  the  enemy 
across  the  river  from  [St.]  John’s  Bayou,  at  New  Madrid,  to  their 
lowest  battery  at  Andy  Riddle’s  and  at  the  same  time  not  be  exposed 
to  any  injurious  fire. 

If  it  became  absolutely  necessary,  at  any  time  these  two  gunboats 
could  pass  the  blockade  in  the  night,  as  is  proven  they  can  do,  though 
at  some  little  risk.  The  well-drilled  and  disciplined  crews  of  these 
boats,  with  their  vigilance  at  night  and  shell  guns  ready  at  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  notice,  would  render  our  position  at  Island  No.  10  (with  a  ju¬ 
dicious  distribution  of  our  own  troops  and  guns  and  watchfulness) 
secure,  I  feel  satisfied. 

The  placing  of  two  of  those  gunboats,  now  below  Riley’s,  at  the  po¬ 
sitions  I  have  indicated,  I  believe  to  be  of  vital  importance,  however 
disagreeable  it  may  be  to  their  crews;  but  inconvenience  and  risks  all 
of  us  must  be  subject  to.  Two  full  regiments  could  not  be  as  effective 
as  two  gunboats  on  the  west  side  of  the  peninsula.  As  now  located, 
to  be  signalized  to  by  the  uncertain  explosion  of  rockets,  etc.,  and 
move  up  in  the  dark,  must  prove  abortive,  if  the  enemy  have  the 
slightest  energy  and  strategy,  which  must  be  accorded  to  them. 

A.  B.  Gray. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army, 
responding  to  enquiry  regarding  the  necessity  of  evacuating  New  Madrid. 

Flagship  McRae,  March  30,  1862. 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  asking  for  information 
as  regards  the  necessity  of  evacuating  New  Madrid,  has  been  received. 
It  was  my  opinion,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  enemy  progressed 
in  their  work  under  the  fire  of  the  gunboats  and  Fort  Thompson,  that 
in  twenty-four  hours  more  Fort  Thompson  would  be  cut  off  from 
communication  with  the  upper  fort  entirely,  and  that  if  a  necessity 
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arose  for  abandoning  the  works  later  it  would  be  impossible  to  take 
off  the  command  at  that  point.  I  had  been  assured  by  all  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  know  the  character  of  the  country  that  no  heavy  guns  could 
be  brought  to  New  Madrid;  but  found  that  they  opened  with 
24-pounders,  and  they  had  an  8-inch  shell ;  one  shell  of  that  caliber 
was  thrown  into  our  works.  I  believed  therefore  that  if  the  evac¬ 
uation  was  to  take  place  it  should  be  done  at  once.  Generals  McCown 
and  Stewart  were  both  present  at  this  consultation.  General  Stewart 
remarked  that  the  artillerymen  in  the  fort  were  worn  out  already, 
and  the  only  chance  of  relieving  them  was  by  taking  men  from 
[Island]  No.  10,  and  they  would  have  to  be  sent  there  and  the  others 
taken  away  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  which,  to  any  vessel  that  had 
approached  the  fort  during  the  day,  had  been  more  than  dangerous. 

The  enemy  was  throwing  up  works  on  the  lower  part  of  the  fort,  as 
was  proved  by  their  opening  fire  the  next  morning  from  that  side, 
enfilading  the  entire  camp  and  position,  and  it  would  have  rendered 
it  impossible  to  send  transports  to  the  post  at  all.  Their  force  was  too 
strong  for  the  small  force  we  had  at  Madrid  in  the  works  erected 
there  to  hold  out  very  long  under  any  circumstances,  particularly  if 
regular  approaches  were  made,  which,  to  my  mind,  evidently  was  their 
intention.  Our  fire  had  not  seemed  to  stop  their  progress,  though 
our  shot  and  shell  appeared  to  do  great  execution,  as  we  could  see 
their  ambulances  going  continually.  Whenever  their  columns  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  open  field  we  could  disperse  them  and  drive  them  back; 
but  in  their  trenches  I  doubt  if  we  were  as  successful;  at  least  we  did 
not  appear  to  stop  their  works. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  thought  if  our  force  was  not  strong 
enough  to  stop  their  work  intrenching,  we  had  better  evacuate.  It 
was  my  opinion,  and  so  expressed  to  both  generals;  and  that  if  it  was 
to  be  done,  the  sooner  it  was  done  the  better,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
accomplished.  What  the  facilities  were  for  moving — I  told  General 
McCown  that  three  of  the  gunboats  would  give  such  assistance  as 
would  be  required.  I  ordered  the  Livingston ,  Commander  Pinkney 
the  gunboat  P  oik,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Carter;  and  the  Pontchar- 
train,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Dunnington,  to  that  duty.  The  Pont- 
chartrain  was  employed  at  the  upper  fort;  the  other  two  vessels  at 
Fort  Thompson. 

I  was  not  myself  on  shore  during  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
nor  the  dismantling  of  the  forts,  but  will  refer  you  for  all  this  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  I  enclosed 
the  reports  of  their  movements  on  that  night.  ‘  I  would  be  unwilling 
to  say  what  ought  or  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances,  not 
having  been  present ;  but  I  believe  much  more  might  have  been  saved 
if  stricter  discipline  had  been  maintained  among  the  troops;  but 
from  my  own  observation  I  doubt  the  possibility  among  volunteers 
raised  and  officered  as  many  of  our  regiments  are. 

I  remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 


Major-General  Leonidas  Polk, 
Corinth ,  Tenn. 


Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Averett,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  C.  S.  floating  battery  New  Orleans,  regarding  engineers. 

Flagship  McRae,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  By  the  first  convenient  opportunity  you  will  cause  all  the  en¬ 
gineers  attached  to  your  command,  but  one,  to  proceed  to  this  place 
and  report  to  me.  You  will  also  send  down  the  doctor’s  steward,  who 
was  ordered  by  Commander  Whittle  to  report  for  duty  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Carter. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  W.  Averett, 

Floating  Battery  New  Orleans ,  Island  No.  10,  Tennessee. 


[Telegram.] 

Ten  Miles  Below  Tiptonville, 

On  Mississippi  River,  March  31,  1862. 

I  reached  here  at  10  a.  m.  to-day.  The  river  rising.  I  am  forced 
to  await  transportation  of  Commodore  Hollins. 

Please  say  to  General  Beauregard  I  have  seen  the  gunboats.  They 
are  worthless  for  offense  or  defense.  The  guns  are  fine.  Get  them 
placed  at  Fort  Pillow — the  officers  and  crew  of  the  boats  to  man 
them,  if  possible.  Secure  the  guns  at  all  events. 

I  would  not  give  the  price  of  the  wood  which  the  boats  burn  for 
their  present  service. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Mackall, 
Brigadier-General. 

Colonel  Thomas  Jordan, 

Ad jut  ant -General. 


Report  of  Major-General  McCown,  C.  S.  Army,  giving  chronicle  of  events. 

Headquarters, 

Madrid  Bend,  March  31,  1862. 

Colonel:  At  midnight  on  the  night  of  February  25  I  was  directed 
by  Major-General  Polk  to  proceed  to  this  point.  *  *  * 

The  enemy  appeared  before  New  Madrid  on  the  1st  instant,  having 
the  day  previous  driven  in  our  scouts,  capturing  from  M.  Jeff. 
Thompson  several  of  his  small  cannon. 

******* 

March  J. — The  enemy  advanced  with  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
were  promptly  repulsed  by  the  fire  from  Commander  Hollins’  fleet 
of  gunboats  and  our  artillery. 

March  5. — Picket  skirmishing  all  day. 

March  6. — The  enemy  planted  a  battery  at  Point  Pleasant,  and  by 
a  white  flag  induced  Captain  Dunnington  ( Pontchartrain )  to  go 
near  the  shore,  when  she  was  fired  into  by  musketry,  killing  and 
wounding  several.  Picket  skirmishing  all  day.  *  *  ::: 
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March  13. — The  enemy  planted  some  batteries  during  the  night, 
with  rifle  pits  supporting  the  batteries.  They  opened  fire  upon  our 
transports,  hitting  all  that  approached  Fort  Thompson.  The  enemy’s 
guns  were  24-pounders  and  one  8-inch  gun.  Commander  Hollins, 
from  his  gunboats,  and  we,  with  our  guns  from  the  works,  returned 
the  fire,  repulsing  one  heavy  advance  upon  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of 
the  bayou. 

By  a  careful  examination  of  their  works  I  became  satisfied  that 
they  were  making  regular  approaches  to  eut  off  communication  with 
the  lower  fort  (Fort  Thompson).  I  was  also  convinced  that  our 
gunboats  could  not  stand  against  their  land  batteries,  and  that  unless 
the  fleet  dropped  below  Point  Pleasant  it  would  be  cut  off.  Com¬ 
mander  Hollins  and  General  Stewart  concurring  in  this  opinion,  I 
ordered  the  evacuation  of  New  Madrid. 

I  directed  General  Stewart  to  take  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
evacuation  of  Fort  Thompson,  placing  at  his  disposal  the  steamer 
Louisville ,  a  large  wharf  boat  lying  at  the  fort,  and  two  gunboats; 
and  to  General  L.  M.  Walker  that  of  the  work  at  the  mouth  of  the 
bayou,  placing  at  his  disposal  the  steamer  DeSoto  and  one  gunboat 
and  I  ordered  the  steamers  Winchester  and  Ohio  Belle  to  report  to 
General  Walker.  The  captain  of  the  Winchester  did  not  obey  the 
order. 

***=!:  *  * 

The  gunboat  fleet  and  transports  dropped  down  to  Tiptonville, 
retaining  only  such  as  were  necessary  for  water  boats,  transports,  and 
hospitals.  The  bad  weather  and  exposure  had  increased  our  sick  to 
an  alarming  extent. 

******* 

The  principal  object  I  had  in  holding  New  Madrid  was  to  possess 
a  landing  for  reinforcements  to  fight  the  enemy,  should  I  receive 
them. 


March  1 J. — Disposed  my  force  so  as  to  prevent  a  crossing  of  the 
enemy. 

March  15.  The  Federal  fleet,  gunboats,  mortar  floats,  and  trans¬ 
ports  appeared  and  opened  fire  upon  us.  Our  batteries  did  not  replv 
March  16.— The  Federal  fleet  advanced  in  line  of  battle  and  re¬ 
mained  at  long  range. 

March  17.— This  day  the  enemy  lashed  three  of  their  ironclad  boats 
together  and  dropped  down  within  range  of  Battery  No.  1,  and  opened 
fire  upon  it  at  11  a.  m.  The  remainder  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  and 
their  mortar  floats  were  placed  in  position  and  joined  in  the  conflict 
Their  fire  was  principally  directed  at  Battery  No.  1,  under  command 
of  Captain  Rucker.  The  enemy’s  transports  were  near  by  loaded 
with  troops.  Three  guns  of  Captain  Rucker’s  battery  as  would  reach 
the  enemy  returned  the  fire.  The  conflict  was  terribly  severe  and  lono- 
continued  The  gallant  Captain  Rucker  fired  the  last  shot  at  7  p  m 
1  wish  here  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Commander  G.  N.  Hollins 
flag-officer  commanding  fleet,  for  his  gallant  and  cordial  cooperation’ 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  P.  McCown, 

M  ajor-  General. 


Colonel  Thomas  Jordan. 
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Report  of  Captain  Rucker,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding'  Battery  No.  1,  giving  a 

chronicle  of  events. 

Camp  Polk,  Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River, 

March  2 6 ,  1862. 

General  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  I  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  occurrences  at  Battery  No.  1  (the  redan  fort)  during  the 
bombardment  by  the  enemy  since  the  15th  instant,  while  commanding 
said  battery : 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  March  15,  the  Federal  fleet  appeared 
in  sight,  coming  down  the  Seven-Mile  Reach  above  the  fort  at  11  a.  m. 
The  enemy’s  advance,  consisting  of  several  gun  and  mortar  boats, 
seemed  to  be  examining  for  a  position  to  commence  an  attack. 
Shortly  after,  several  shot  and  shell  were  fired  at  the  battery  and  at 
intervals  during  the  day. 

At  5  p.  m.  observing  several  tugs  nearly  in  front  of  the  battery 
reconnoitering  a  slough  just  above  the  sand  bar,  and  with  transports 
seeming  to  locate  at  this  point  two  mortar  boats,  I  opened  fire  upon 
them,  throwing  several  shells,  some  falling  short  and  others  ranging 
beyond.  The  transports  immediately  moved  away,  when  the  gun¬ 
boats  and  mortars  replied  to  the  fire. 

At  9  p.  m.  Captain  Cummins,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  came  up  to  my 
battery  to  establish  a  signal  station.  He  reported  to  me  that  a  large 
steamboat  would  be  sunk  in  the  slough  during  the  night,  which  was 
done  by  Captain  Gray,  of  the  Engineers,  at  about  2  o’clock  Sunday 
morning,  thus  effectually  preventing  the  passage  of  the  enemy 
through  that  channel. 

Sunday  morning,  the  16th,  I  observed,  as  soon  as  it  was  light,  that 
the  enemy  had  in  position  four  mortar  boats,  with  which  they  kept 
up  a  slow  but  constant  fire  on  my  battery. 

About  9  o’clock  this  morning,  as  a  signal  was  being  made  to  head¬ 
quarters,  a  small  tugboat,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  came  down  to  the 
battery  from  the  gunboats.  The  officer,  a  captain  in  the  Federal 
Navy,  without  landing,  inquired  if  we  desired  to  communicate  with 
the  fleet,  as  he  had  observed  a  white  flag.  I  answered  him,  “  No.” 
I  would  here  state  I  had  not  noticed  till  then  the  signal  flag  to  be  a 
white  one.  At  this  moment  General  Trudeau  came  up  and  said  to 
the  officer  it  was  a  signal  to  headquarters,  and  that  the  flag  should 
be  changed  to  one  of  another  color.  I  did  not  fire  to-day,  though 
the  enemy  kept  up  the  bombardment  from  their  gun  and  mortar 
boats  at  intervals  during  the  twenty-four  hours. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  17th,  the  enemy  having  placed  two  gun¬ 
boats  alongside  their  four  mortar  boats  on  the  Missouri  side,  were 
observed  to  move  closer  to  us  and  fix  three  large  gunboats,  appar¬ 
ently  lashed  together,  very  near  the  Tennessee  shore,  and  about  1 
mile  off,  evidently,  if  possible,  to  enfilade  the  battery.  They  moved 
down  ver}^  slowly,  keeping  up  an  incessant  fire  from  the  rifled  guns. 
I  was  prepared  to  open  fire  on  them  when  a  little  nearer,  but  I  re¬ 
ceived  orders  from  General  Trudeau,  at  headquarters,  through  Col¬ 
onel  Steedman,  to  return  the  enemy’s  fire  immediately. 

The  contest  now  became  general  from  five  gunboats  and  four  mor¬ 
tar  boats.  This. was  at  11  a.  m.,  the  17th.  Our  batteries,  from  No.  1 
to  the  island,  inclusive,  now  engaged  also  in  the  defense.  From  their 

N  w  r — vol  22 - 48 


754 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


greater  distance  they  ceased  to  fire  after  a  while,  when  the  enemy 
turned  their  whole  force  on  my  little  forts,  pouring  an  incessant  fire 
from  the  mortars  and  broadsides  from  rifled  cannon  of  the  heaviest 
caliber.  This  cannonading  lasted  until  7  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
when  the  enemy  hauled  oft',  evidently  having  the  appearance  of  be¬ 
ing  crippled. 


During  this  engagement  only  three  guns  (8-inch  columbiads)  wTere 
used  by  me.  They  were  mounted  on  iron  carriages,  constructed  at 
New  Orleans  for  the  Navy,  and  were  situated  in  the  principal  salient 
angles  of  the  fort.  Three  others,,  smoothbore  32s,  which  I  did  not 
fire,  make  the  complement  of  six  guns  in  Battery  No.  1. 

At  about  4  o’clock  on  the  17th  I  had  the  sad  misfortune  to  lose  my 
second  lieutenant  (William  M.  Clark)  while  nobly  standing  to  his 
gun,  which  he  had  so  skillfully  served.  Lieutenant  Clark  died  im¬ 
mediately,  and  the  country  and  our  cause  has  sustained  a  loss  in  the 
death  of  so  gallant  an  officer. 

Seven  of  my  men,  including  Sergeant  Postlethwaite,  were  wounded, 
but,  fortunately,  not  severely.  The  result  of  our  shot  with  the  co¬ 
lumbiads  could  not  be  told  with  precision;  but  the  coolness  of  the 
cannoneers  and  officers,  the  accuracy  of  aim,  and  excellence  of  the  gams 
must  have  had  a  telling  effect  on  the  enemy.  The  effect  of  the 
enemy  s  fire  on  our  little  fort  was  very  severe  by  the  continuous  dis¬ 
charge  of  broadsides  from  so  many  guns  of  heavy  caliber.  The  enemy 
fired  42-pounder  rifled  cannon,  8  and  10  inch  columbiads,  with  13 
and  15  inch  shell  from  their  mortars.  The  parapet,  which  was  orig¬ 
inally  24  feet  thick,  had  been  very  much  washed  by  the  freshet  in 
the  river  now  existing,  the  water  being  within  1  inch  of  the  top  of 
the  platform  inside  the  fort.  Many  shot  and  shell  fell  immediately 
in  the  rear  of  our  guns,  while  others  passed  through  the  parapet, 
plowing  up  the  earth  and  destroying  much  of  the  work. 

To  the  peculiarly  well-located  faces  of  the  fort  for  preventing  an 
enfilading  fire  from  the  most  favorable  position  which  the  enemy’s 
boats  could  take  I  attributed  chiefly  the  loss  of  only  one  of  my  com¬ 
mand.  Had  the  fort  been  differently  constructed  at  this  point  we 
must  certainly  have  met  with  far  greater  casualties.  The  redan  con- 
nects  with  the  cremaiUere  line  a  part  of  a  series  of  works  planned  by 
Captain  Gray,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  for  the  defense  of  the  valley— 
ot  the  Mississippi  Valley— at  Island  No.  10. 

1  h rough  the  night  of  the  17th  the  enemy  kept  upHlie  bombardment 
from  rifled  guns  and  mortars.  Since  then  they  have  not  returned  to 
the  close  position  then  occupied  by  them  on  that  day,  although  they 
have  kept  up  a  continual  fire  with  heavy  shot  and  shell  at  a  greater 
distance,  fortunately  doing  but  little  damage  to  us. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  E.  Saunders  and  Orderly  Sergeant  George  J 
Chapman,  of  my  company,  together  with  E.  Jones  and  Samuel  Jones, 
of  the  Signal  Corps,  were  engaged  with  me  the  whole  day  in  the 
defense  of  the  redan,  all  of  whom  bore  themselves  with  great  coolness 
and  gallantry.  Signal-Officer  Jones,  having  the  staff  in  his  signal 
flag  shot  away  thrice  during  the  engagement,  seized  the  flag  in  his 
band  without  looking  round  to  listen  to  exclamations,  and  continued 
Ins  important  message  to  headquarters. 
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Notwithstanding  the  bombardment  has  been  continued  by  the  en¬ 
emy  each  day  and  night  since  the  17th  instant,  but  very  little  return 
fire  has  been  made  by  us,  from  the  fact  of  the  long  range  at  which 
they  have  chosen  their  position.  But  to  the  officers  who  have  relieved 
me  from  day  to  day  I  respectfully  refer  for  detailed  reports. 

To  Colonel  Steedman  and  all  the  above  officers  and  men  with  me 
under  fire  of  the  enemy  on  the  17th  instant,  I  desire  to  express  my 
deep  indebtedness  for  their  services. 

To  the  general  commanding,  to  General  Walker,  and  to  General 
Trudeau,  chief  of  artillery,  who  have  sustained  me  in  the  defense  of 
the  redan,  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Edmund  W.  Rucker, 

C apt.  of  Artillery ,  C.  S.  Army ,  Comdg.  Battery  No.  1. 

Major-General  John  P.  McCown, 

Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 

Corinth,  April  1 ,  1862. 

Bombardment  of  Madrid  Bend  and  Island  No.  10  commenced  on 
15th  instant  [ultimo] ;  continued  constantly  since,  night  and  day. 
Enemy  has  fired  several  thousand  13-inch  and  rifle  shells.  On  the 
17th  a  grand  attack  with  gunboats  lasted  nine  hours.  The  result 
of  bombardment  to  28t-h  instant  is  on  our  side:  One  man  killed, 
none  seriously  wounded,  and  no  damage  to  batteries.  Enemy  had 
one  gunboat  disabled  and  another  reported  sunk. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting’ 
report  of  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy,  protesting  against  appropriation  of 
guns  by  the  Army. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond ,  [Fa.,]  April  7,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  I  hand  you  the  report  of  Flag-Officer  Hol¬ 
lins,  complaining  that  his  guns  were  taken  from  him,  and  taken 
without  notice  or  explanation  by  officers  of  the  Army.  These  guns 
were  sent  for  a  gunboat  at  Memphis  which  was  not  ready  to  receive 
them,  but  are  required  by  other  vessels  at  New  Orleans,  and  if  I  am 
correctly  advisee!  should  be  sent  there  at  once,  and  I  request  that 
orders  be  given  to  this  effect. 

The  Louisiana ,  I  learn,  is  ready  for  her  guns;  but  even  if  she 
should  not  be,  the  officers  must  have  some  time  to  practice  their  men 
at  them. 

Captain  Hollins  feels  indignant  at  the  apparent  disrespect  thus 
exhibited  toward  him;  and  it  is  evident  that  seizures  thus  made, 
while  they  can  do  but  little  good,  have  a  tendency  to  excite  dissen¬ 
sion  between  the  Army  and  Navy.  There  were  two  9,000-pound 
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rifled  guns,  two  6,500-pound  banded  rifled  guns,  and  four  32-pound¬ 
ers  of  57  hundredweight,  with  their  carriages,  equipments,  and  pro¬ 
jectiles  complete. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

tt  ^  _  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  George  TV .  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  McRae,  March  21 ,  1862. 
Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  eight  guns  sent  by  Mr 
Moore  to  me  at  Memphis  for  gunboats  have  been  seized  bv  the  Armv! 

sent  Acting  Master  b .  W.  Hollins  to  that  place  with  a  steamer  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  them  to  New  Orleans,  where  they  were  reallv 
wanted.  He  had  the  guns  on  board  of  the  steamer  when  she  was 
taken  possession  of  by  a  Captain  Adams,  of  the  Army,  saying  he 
was  ordered  to  seize  them  by  order  of  Generals  Beauregard  and 
.Lovell ;  that  the  latter  wanted  them  for  the  Montgomery  boats  I 
vould  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  this  fact.  I 
should  have  supposed  the  various  evacuations  of  the  Army  had  furn- 
lshed  Navy  guns  enough  to  the  enemy,  without  taking  those  sent  di¬ 
rect  to  my  command  for,  perhaps,  the  same  purpose.  The  telegraph 
bemg :  m  heir  hands,  Master  Hollins  was  refused  for  some  time  the 
use  of  it  to  send  me  a  telegram  of  what  was  going  on.  Upon  the  re- 
dlsPatched  the  Gjy.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bradford  to 
take  them  forward  to  New  Orleans;  also  a  dispatch  to  you  to  know 
if  I  was  to  give  them  up  upon  the  order  of  this  or  that  army  offi¬ 
cer,  and  I  would  request  as  a  favor  that  the  Department  will  let 

mn  infi°WiWhatrmy  positlon  1S  here;  for<  as  it  stands  now,  I  have  the 
mortification  of  seeing  my  orders  countermanded  bv  inferiors  and 

my  officers  threatened  with  imprisonment  for  attempting  to  carry 
them  out.  Ammunition,  of  which  I  am  seriously  in  wan?  has  hill 
stopped  on  the  railroad  between  Memphis  and  New  Orleans  I  have 
not  an  hoar's  ammunition,  and  have  had  a  boat  waiting  i„  MemS 

several  days  for  it,  but  can  hear  nothing  of  her  and  sunnose  shTw 
been  also  stopped  by  the  Army.  suppose  she  has 

ArnJ  !!  T  be  L-bjeCt  T  thf ' °rders  of  any  and  every  officer  of  the 
Al my,  whatever  his  grade,  who  may  temporarily  be  in  command  nf 

any  little  post,  my  usefulness  here  will  be  of  little  avail  in  sorvin 
my  country.  All  I  ask  is  to  be  able  to  do  so  effectually  T  shlff 
occupy  any  position  his  Excellency  the  President  may  assign  ™  for 
tlnat  purpose,  trusting  tnat  he  will  not  in  so  doing  degrade  me  in  mv 
official  position  among  my  brother  officers  of  the  Navy  which  Uo 
link  will  be  the  case  if  this  flagrant  violation  of  military  etiauette  in 

persSlvTf ‘its  iv,mriS  Kbj'!C!, t0  m7  order.s  without  informing  me 
thUoCt  W*  "*  o“^ad«,°Sh  ofthl1 dd  Army°and 

dlda.demain  a^KSfd ^s&thf  sSSe?  iK “  ** 

mand,  and  without  these  gunboats  they  would  never  hav?  left  That 
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place,  and  this  is  not  only  my  opinion,  but  that  of  the  two  generals 
commanding  that  army,  and  yet  no  word  of  encouragement  is  given 
,to  officers  or  crews.  I  will  do  General  McCown  the  justice  to  say  that 
in  all  official  intercourse  with  him  I  have  yet  to  find  an  instance  in 
which  he  has  not  treated  me  with  courtesy  and  attention  and  paid  the 
respect  due  my  position  here. 

*  -*  *  '  *  *  *  * 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Geo.  N. 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Hollins, 

Flag-Officer. 


[Endorsement.] 

Inform  Secretary  of  Navy  that  one  of  the  first  official  acts  of  Sec¬ 
retary  of  War  was  to  telegraph  an  order  to  the  officers  in  command 
at  Memphis  to  restore  the  guns.  He  condemns  the  seizure  of  navy 
guns  and  will  correct  it  whenever  it  is  brought  to  his  knowledge. 

G.  W.  R. 


List  of  Confederate  boats  left  at  Island  No.  10,  above  New  Madrid,  [Mo,,]  and 
either  destroyed  or  captured  by  the  Federals,  April  7,  1862. 

De  Soto ,  first-class  steamboat,  side- wheel;  Yazoo,  first-class  steam¬ 
boat,  side- wheel;  Red  Rover ,  first-class  steamboat  (old),  side- wheel; 
Shnonds ;  Ohio  Belle ,  second-class  steamboat,  side-wheel;  Admiral , 
Mars,  Grampus >  stern-wheel;  Mohawk,  stern-wheel;  Winchester. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Blake,  C.  S.  Army,  acting  inspector  general. 

Corinth,  Miss.,  April  10,  1862. 

General:  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  left  Corinth  on  March  24 
and  Memphis  on  the  following  day,  by  steamboat  for  Island  No.  10. 
In  company  with  Major  Meriwether  and  others,  we  were  landed 
about  7  miles  below  Tiptonville,  on  the  Tennessee  shore  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River.  There  were  four  gunboats  lying  at  the  same  point, 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Hollins.  On  presenting  myself 
to  that  officer  and  informing  him  of  my  mission,  he  courteously 
offered  our  party  the  use  of  a  gunboat,  which,  under  cover  of  the 
night,  safely  passed  the  enemy’s  battery  at  Riddle’s  Point,  and  Avas 
landed  safely  at  Tiptonville  before  dawn. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  commenced  an  examination  of  the  defenses 
in  Madrid  Bend  and  on  Island  No.  10.  Rucker’s  battery  (No.  1), 
about  tAvo  miles  aboA-e  the  settlements,  composed  of  rifled  32-pounders, 
defends  the  right  flank  of  the  position ;  but,  owing  to  the  high  Avater, 
it  can  not  be  iioav  manned,  and  is  only  accessible  in  boats.  A  guard, 
however,  is  always  kept  there  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  utility.  Tavo 
miles  lower  down  are  four  fine  batteries  of  32  rifled  6-inch  and  8-inch 
guns  and  hoAvitzers.  These,  with  a  few  isolated  heavy  guns,  three 
batteries  on  Island  No.  10,  together  with  the  floating  battery  there, 
constitute  the  defenses  against  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy;  which 
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would  seem  quite  adequate  for  this  purpose  should  he  attempt  to  re¬ 
duce  the  batteries  before  passing  them.  But  it  is  not  impossible  that 
the  frequent  success  which  has  attended  our  gunboats  in  their  pas¬ 
sage  across  his  batteries  may  suggest  to  the  enemy  the  propriety  of  a 
similar  essay  in  front  of  our  batteries  in  the  obscurity  of  some  stormy 
night. 

Unless  he  can  do  this,  the  high  water  must  prove  a  successful  bar¬ 
rier  against  the  enemy’s  efforts  to  obtain  a  foothold  in  the  bend.  On 
the  east,  Reelfoot  Lake  is  impassable  to  either  flats  or  rafts.  Between 
the  batteries  and  the  point  marked  “  A  ”  on  the  annexed  map  it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  him  to  cross  with  steam  power.  Between  “  A  ”  and  “  B,” 
the  country  is  submerged,  and  does  not  admit  of  a  landing.  Between 
“  B  ”  and  Tiptonville,  flats  may  be  landed;  but  a  few  batteries  judi¬ 
ciously  planted  oh  the  shore  could  effectually  prevent  a  disembarka¬ 
tion.  An  ironclad  gunboat  running  between  these  points  could  answer 
the  same  purpose.  The  country  below  Tiptonville  is  under  water, 
and  no  landing  can  be  made  there.  It  seems  to  be  certain,  then,  that 
unless  the  enemy  can  put  boats  below  the  Madrid  batteries,  the  forces 
at  Island  No.  10  and  Madrid  Bend  are  secure  against  assault  until  the 
water  falls  at  least  5  feet,  and  even  then  a  few  guns  could  prevent  a 
landing. 

The  garrison  was  supplied  with  ammunition,  although  I  regret  to 
say  the  most  of  it  was  very  much  exposed,  being  kept  in  tents  on  the 
island,  which  was  daily  bombarded  from  the  enemy’s  mortar  boats 
above.  The  commanding  officer  had  promised  to  have  it  magazined  as 
soon  as  jDossible. 

There  were  at  the  post  about  2,000  effective  men  and  about  1,557  on 
the  sick  report.  These  last  were  scattered  over  the  bend  and  in  private 
houses.  The  sickness  was  abating;  the  principal  disease,  bowel  com¬ 
plaint  and  fever,  resulting  from  exposure. 

There  was  at  the  post  flour  enough  to  last  twenty-one  days,  bacon 
enough  for  thirty  days,  18  sacks  of  coffee  (165  pounds  each),  100 
bushels  of  rye,  and  about  three  months’  supplv  of  the  small  rations. 
In  the  bend  could  have  been  obtained  about  50,000  pounds  of  bacon 
and  about  250,000  bushels  of  corn.  A  grist-mill  was  employed,  and 
furnished  about  t 0  .bushels  of  meal  per  day  .  Some  of  the  commissary 
stores  were  without  shelter.  '  J 

My  examination  of  the  lake  satisfied  me  that  it  was  impossible  to 
get  a  steamboat  into  it,  and  that  it  afforded  no  means  of  reinforcing 
or  retiring  an  army.  & 

I  i egret,  general,  that  my  report  is  so  incomplete;  but  necessarily 
so,  all  my  notes  and  papers  connected  with  my  inspection  having  been 
stolen.  All  the  statements  in  reference  to ‘the  evacuation  of  New 
Madrid  were  lost  with  the  others;  but  I  derived  from  them  the  im¬ 
pression  that  our  disastrous  losses  during  that  unfortunate  night  were 
owing  principally  to  the  want  of  proper  system  and  the  want  of  dis¬ 
cipline  among  the  troops. 

I  am,  general,  respectfullv,  yours, 

r.  ni  .  E.  D.  Blake,  * 

Lieut.  Col .,  Acting  Inspector-General ,  C.  S.  Army. 

Major-General  Leonidas  Polk, 

Gomdg.  First  Corps ,  Army  of  the  Mississippi. 
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[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  April  1 ,  1862. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  two  more  navy  lieutenants  be  as¬ 
signed  to  the  flotilla  here  at  once. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Flotilla. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Prichett , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  U.  S.  receiving  ship  Maria 
Denning. 


U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10 ,  April  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  report  to  Commander  Pennock  as  lieutenant  com¬ 
manding  the  U.  S.  receiving  vessel  Maria  Denning. 

You  will  cause  a  regular  watch  to  be  kept  night  and  day,  and  good 
discipline  observed.  You  will  live  on  board  and  give  your  whole 
attention  to  your  command. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer ,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  James  M.  Prichett, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Receiving  Vessel  Maria  Denning. 


[Endorsement.] 


Reported  April  1,  1862. 


A.  M.  Pennock, 
Commander  and  Fleet  Captain. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer 
Foote ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  cannon  and 
ammunition. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

W  ashing  ton  City,  April  1,  1862. 

My  Dear  Foote  :  I  enclose  you  a  note  which  came  to  Fox. 

We  have  sent  you  out  as  fast  as  steam  can  carry  them  40  rifled 
cannon,  50  and  30  pounders,  with  about  15,000  projectiles,  and  you 
need  have  no  apprehensions  that  any  of  this  lot  will  burst;  fire  as 
long  as  you  choose. 

The  grand  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  fairly  in  motion,  and  with  one 
of  its  flanks  protected  by  screw  sloops  and  gunboats  they  will,  I  feel 
confident,  reach  Richmond,  though  the  butcher’s  bill  will  perhaps  be 
large;  but,  as  the  Duke  of  Malakoff  said  at  the  storming  of  Sebas¬ 
topol,  “  To  make  an  omelet  one  must  crack  the  eggs.” 

By  the  way,  I  have  sent  you  a  lot  of  9-inch  and  10-incli  shrapnel, 
the  first  holding  about  900  iron  bullets  and  the  latter  1,200,  all  put 
up  ready  for  use,  with  ten-second  Bormann  fuzes.  The  work  these 
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missiles  is  calculated  to  perform  borders  on  the  infernal,  and  even 
dropped  in  the  enceinte  of  a  casemated  fort,  the  effect  of  the  scatter- 
ation  of  so  much  mitraille  will  be  extremely  “  sarching  ”  to  the 
inmates. 

Poor  Worden  is  still  on  his  back,  though  we  think  he  has  turned 
away  from  that  dark  lane  which  leads  to  eternity,  and  should  he  not 
have  a  relapse  will  weather  the  gale.  The  surgeons  have  hopes  that 
he  will  recover  his  sight,  but  I  fear  dimly  through  life. 

We  are  watching  your  doings  with  great  interest,  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent  cheers  every  step  you  take. 

So  good-bye  once  more. 

From  yours,  faithfully, 


PI.  A.  Wise, 

U.  8.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Quartermaster  Wise ,  V .  8.  Army ,  to  Flag -Officer  Foote , 
U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters. 

Cairo,  April  2, 1862. 

Mr  Dear  Flag-Officer:  My  brother  writes  me  that  on  the  27th 
March  he  sent  by  express  to  my  care  a  sword  and  belt  for  you.  This 
is  all  I  know  of  the  matter,  and  when  I  receive  it  will  forward 
to  you. 

We  had  a  very  severe  gale  last  night  which  did  some  slight  damage 
to  our  wharf  boat;  blew  the  steamer  Sallic  Wood  over  to  the  other 
shore,  and  in  the  trouble  the  captain  broke  his  leg;  also  some  of  the 
transport  steamers  lost  smokestacks,  parted  lines,  etc.  The  rain 
came  throught  the  roof  over  me  so  fast  that  I  had  to  raise  an  um¬ 
brella.  We  are  all  right  again  this  morning  and  the  atmosphere  of 
Cairo  sensibly  purified  by  the  blow.  " 

I  send  some  tents  for 'Captain  Phelps,  delivered  your  orders  re¬ 
specting  Hentig,  and  will  settle  with  your  steward"  and  send  you 
down  the  curtain  rings.  '  , 

Captain  Pennock  thinks  he  has  a  steward  for  you. 

I  hope  to  visit  the  squadron  again  soon,  but  must  first  fill  my 
pockets  with  money  to  pay  off  men  and  officers,  when  I  shall  be 
sure  of  a  welcome. 

Mr.  Henriques  has  left. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 


Flag-Officer  A.  PI.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters. 


Geo.  D.  Wise. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Benton, 

Near  Island  No.  10 ,  April  2 , 1862. 

(Received  9  a.  m.,  3d.) 

On  examination  it  is  found  that  on  account  of  the  vessel  not 
being  in  as  good  condition  as  was  supposed,  and  a  ram  being  neces- 
sary,  the  cost  of  completing  the  East  port  for  that  purpose  will  be 
about  $56,000.  •  11 
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As  I  am  authorized  by  General  Halleck  to  make  any  arrangements 
I  may  deem  advisable  for  the  construction  of  rams,  and  as  the  East- 
port  is  designed  to  be  used  partly  as  a  ram,  I  shall,  under  that  author¬ 
ity,  proceed  to  finish  her  unless  otherwise  directed  by  you  or  by  the 
President. 

Considering  the  strength  of  the  naval  force  the  rebels  have  ready 
and  in  preparation,  and  also  the  service  required  of  this  flotilla,  I 
consider  that  it  is  essential  to  have  the  Eastport  ready  in  the  shortest 
possible  time. 

A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department. 

[Letter  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Brigadier-General  Meigs.] 


[Telegram.] 


Washington  City,  April  3, 1862 — 11 : 10  a.  m. 
Your  telegram  elated  yesterday  received,  and  the  President  directs 
me  to  say  that  he  approves  of  your  action  with  reference  to  the  East- 
port,  and  believes  that  whatever  you  do  will  be  right. 

H.  A.  Wise, 


Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Cairo. 


Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 


[Telegram.] 

w  Asi-iiNGTON,  April  3 ,  1862. 

You  are  authorized  to  purchase  the  steamer  Nebraska  for  $12,000 
and  proceed  immediately  to  convert  her  into  a  gunboat,  as  proposed 
in  your  letter  of  the  28th  day  of  March. 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  War: 

P.  H.  Watson, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  W ar. 

W.  D.  Porter, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Immediate.]  Washington  City, 

April  3 ,  1862 — 1 : 30. 

I  go  to  New  York  to-night  and  shall  send  you  truck  carriages  for 
the  Parrott  rifles  as  soon  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  man  and  steam  to 
do  it. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cairo. 
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Naval  operations  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  (Pittsburg  Landing) ,  Tenn ., 

April  6-7 ,  1862. 


Extract  from  report  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of 

commanding  officers. 


Sir  : 
* 


U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 
Island  No.  10 ,  April  11.  1862. 

*  *  V  *  *  * 


I  also  enclose  reports  from  Lieutenants  Commanding  Gwin  and 
Shirk,  of  the  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington ,  in  the  Tennessee,  giving 
a  graphic  account  of  that  great  battle  and  the  assistance  rendered 
our  army  by  those  boats  near  Pittsburg,  stating,  that  when  the  left 
wing  of  our  army  was  being  driven  into  the  river,  at  short  range 
they  opened  fire  upon  them,  silencing  the  enemy,  and,  as  I  hear 
from  many  army  officers  on  the  field,  totally  demoralizing  his  forces 
and  driving  them  from  their  position  in  a  perfect  rout  in  the  space  of 
ten  minutes. 

These  officers  and  men,  as  well  as  those  of  Commander  Walke  and 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  C arondelet  and  Pittsburg ,  behaved  with  a 
degree  of  gallantry  highly  creditable  to  them  and  the  Navy. 

I  proceed  to-day  with  the  entire  flotilla  to  New  Madrid  and  hope 
to  leave  to-morrow  for  Fort  Pillow,  or  the  next  point  down  the  river 
which  may  attempt  to  resist  the  raising  of  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  FI.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington.  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gwin,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tyler. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Pittsburg ,  Tenn.,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  enemy  attacked  our 
lines  on  our  left  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  at  6 :  30  and  by  his 
overwhelming  numbers  forced  our  men  to  fall  back  in  some'  con¬ 
fusion.  At  9 : 25,  finding  that  the  rebels  were  still  driving  our  left 
wing  back,  I  steamed  up  to  a  point  1  mile  above  Pittsburg,  taking  a 
good  position  to  support  our  troops  should  they  be  forced  down  to 
the  banks  of  the  river.  At  10 : 15  the  Lexington ,  Lieutenant,  Com¬ 
manding  Shirk,  joined  me,  having  come  up  from  Crump’s  Landing. 
After  a  short  time  she  returned  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
command  of  General  Wallace,  which  occupied  that  point.  Not  hav¬ 
ing  received  any  instructions  from  the  commanding  general  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  service  to  be  rendered  by  the  gunboats,  I  awaited  them 
patiently,  although  for  an  hour  or  more  shot  and  shell  were  falling 
all  around  us.  Feeling  that  could  some  system  of  communication  be 
established  the  Tyler  could  be  of  great  advantage  to  our  left  wing,  at 
1:25  p.  m  I  sent  an  officer requesting  that  I  might  be  allowed  to 
open  on  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  batteries  and  advancing 
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forces  of  the  rebels.  General  Hurlbut,  who  commanded  on  our  left, 
sent  me  word  to  do  so,  giving  me  directions  how  to  fire,  that  I  might 
do  it  with  no  damage  to  our  troops,  and  expressing  himself  grateful 
for  this  offer  of  support,  saying  that  without  reinforcements  he  would 
not  be  able  to  maintain  the  position  he  then  occupied  for  an  hour. 
Therefore,  at  2 :  50, 1  opened  fire  in  the  line  directed  with  good  effect, 
silencing  their  batteries  on  our  left.  At  3 :  50  ceased  firing  and 
dropped  down  opposite  the  landing  at  Pittsburg;  sent  Mr.  Peters, 
gunner,  on  shore  to  communicate  with  General  Grant  for  further  in¬ 
structions.  His  response  was  to  use  my  own  judgment  in  the  matter. 
At  4.  p.  m.  the  Lexington ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  having 
arrived  from  Crump’s  Landing,  the  Tyler ,  in  company  with  the 
Lexington ,  took  position  three-fourths  of  a  mile  above  Pittsburg  and 
opened  heavy  fire  in  direction  of  the  rebel  batteries  on  their  right,  the 
missiles  of  which  were  falling  all  around  us.  We  silenced  them  in 
thirty  minutes.  At  5 : 35,  the  rebels  having  succeeded  in  gaining  a 
position  on  the  left  of  our  line,  an  eighth  of  a  mile  above  the  landing 
at  Pittsburg  and  a  half  a  mile  from  the  river,  both  vessels  opened  a 
heavy  and  well-directed  fire  on  them,  and  in  a  short  time,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  our  artillery  on  shore,  succeeded  in  silencing  their  artillery, 
driving  them  bad?:  in  confusion. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Tyler  opened  deliberate  fire  in  the  direction  of  the 
rebel  right  wing,  throwing  5-second  and  10-second  shell.  At  6:25 
ceased  firing. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  Tyler  again  opened  fire  by  direction  of  General 
Nelson  (who  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  yesterday’s  engage¬ 
ment),  throwing  5-second,  10-second,  and  15-second  shell,  and  an 
occasional  shrapnel  from  the  howitzer,  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes 
in  direction  of  the  rebel  right  wing  until  1  a.  m.,  when  the  Lexington 
relieved  us  and  continued  the  fire  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes  until 
5  a.  m.,  when  our  land  forces  having  attacked  the  enemy,  forcing 
them  gradually  back,  it  made  it  dangerous  for  the  gunboats  to  fire. 
At  7  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Grant  (enclosed  is  a 
copy)  which  prevented  the  gunboats  from  taking  an  active  part 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  day.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  de¬ 
serves  the  greatest  praise  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the  battery 
of  the  Lexington  was  served. 

At  5 :  35  p.  m.  the  enemy  were  forced  to  retreat  in  haste,  having 
contested  every  inch  of  the  ground  with  great  stubbornness  during 
the  entire  day. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  displayed  their  usual  gallantry 
and  enthusiasm  during  the  entire  day  and  night. 

Your  old  wooden  boats,  I  feel  confident,  rendered  invaluable  service 
on  the  6th  instant  to  the  land  forces. 

Gunner  Herman  Peters  deserves  great  credit  for  the  prompt  and 
courageous  manner  in  which  he  traversed  our  lines,  conveying  com¬ 
munications  from  this  vessel  to  the  commanding  generals. 

The  rebels  had  a  force  of  100,000  men,  A.  S.  Johnston  (killed, 
body  found  on  the  field),  Beauregard,  Llardee,  Bragg,  and  Polk, 
being  their  commanding  generals.  Governor  George  W.  Johnson, 
provisional  governor  of  Kentucky,  is  a  prisoner  in  our  hands,  mor¬ 
tally  wounded.  Loss  severe  on  both  sides;  ours,  probably  10,000. 
The  rebels  suffered  a  much  greater  one.  I  think  this  has  been  a 
crushing  blow  to  the  rebellion. 
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I  am  happy  to  state  no  casualties  occurred  on  either  of  the  gun¬ 
boats. 

The  Tyler  expended  188  shell,  4  solid  shot,  2  stand  of  grape,  arid  6 
shrapnel.  Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk’s 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Gwin, 

Lieut.,  Comdg.  Division  of  Gunboats ,  Tennessee  River. 

Flag-Officer  A.  II.  Foote, 

G omdg.  N wool  Forces ,  Western  W aters. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Shirk.  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lexington. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 

Pittsburg ,  Tenn .,  April  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  while  lying  at  Crump’s 
Landing,  I  heard  severe  cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Pittsburg. 
I  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river  to  communicate  with  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Gwin,  of  the  Tyler. 

I  ip  on  my  reaching  this  place  I  found  that  an  attack  had  been  made 
upon  our  army  by  the  rebels  in  force.  I  returned  to  Crump’s,  to  sup¬ 
port  the  division  under  command  of  General  Lew.  Wallace,  when  I 
found  that  his  division  had  proceeded  to  join  the  main  force  back  of 
Pittsburg  Landing. 

I  then  steamed  back  to  this  place,  and  no  instructions  reaching  the 
gunboats  from  the  commanding  general  on  shore,  we  were  forced  to 
remain  inactive  hearers  of  the  desperate  fight  until  the  left  wing  of 
our  forces,  having  been  forced  back  and  completely  turned,  and* the 
rebels  getting  so  near  the  river  that  the  missiles  from  their  batteries 
fell  thick  and  fast  over  and  around  us,  enabled  us  to  use  our  great 
guns  with  such  effect  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  silenced  in 
thirty  minutes. 


This  was  between  4 : 10  and  4 :  40  [p.]  m.  Again,  at  5 :  35  [p.j  m.  the 
enemy  having  gained  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines,  within  an 
eighth  of  a  mile  of  the  landing  and  of  the  transports,  we  again 
with  the  Tyler,  opened  fire  upon  them,  silencing  the  enemy,  and’ 
as  1  hear  from  many  army  officers  on  the  field,  totallv  demoralizing 
his  forces  and  driving  them  from  their  position  in  a  perfect  rout  in 
the  space  of  ten  minutes. 

The  firing  on  the  part  of  the  land  forces  then  ceased.  At  8  o’clock 
1  went  down  to  Crump’s  Landing,  and  finding  that  everything  was 
quiet  there,  returned  to  this  place. 

At  1  a.  m.  on  the  7th  I  relieved  the  T yler,  Lieutenant  Commandino- 
Gwin,  m  a  position  immediately  above  the  landing,  and  fired,  until 
daylight,  a  shell  every  fifteen  minutes  into  the  enemy’s  camp. 

xesterday,  at  daylight,  the  fight  recommenced  between  the  two 
paities  on  shore  and  continued  until  5  p.  m.,  when  the  enemv  left  in 
a  hurried  retreat.  J 


The  gunboats  occupying  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines  not 
being  allowed  to  fire.  T  spent  the  morning  and  part  of  the  afternoon 
in  acts  of  mercy,  picking  up  the  wounded  who  had  found  their  wav 
to  the  river  and  conveying  them  to  the  hospital  boats 
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I  must  say  that  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  displayed  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion,  as  often  before,  are  beyond  all  praise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Shirk, 
Lieutenant ,  Commandinq. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  /S'.  Naval  Forces ,  Western  Waters,  Cairo ,  III. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 
expressing  the  thanks  of  the  Department. 

Navy  Department,  April  19 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  "i  ours  of  the  11th  instant,  enclosing  reports  from  Lieutenants 
Commanding  Gwin  and.  Shirk,  of  the  steamers  Tyler  and  Lexing¬ 
ton,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  giving  a  graphic  account  of  the  battle 
at  .Pittsburg  Landing  on  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  and  the  signal 
assistance,  rendered  to  the  army  and  the  country  by  the  gunboats 
under  their  command,  has  been  received  and  read  with  interest.  This 
is  another  evidence  of  the  gallant  and  invaluable  service  rendered 
by  the  Navy  on  the  Western  waters.  Although  the  force  was  small 
and  auxiliary  to  the  army,  the  successful  efforts  of  the  gunboats  in 
checking  the  enemy  and"  repelling  their  advance  are  felt  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  country. 

You  will  communicate  the  thanks  of  the  Department  to  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  men  of  your  command  who  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Cairo,  111. 


Report  of  Major-General  Grant.  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  West 

Tennessee. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Pittsburg ,  April  9,  1862. 

Captain:  It  becomes  my  duty  again  to  report  another  battle 
fought  between  two  great  armies,  one  contending  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  best  government  ever  devised,  the  other  for  its  destruc¬ 
tion.  It  is  pleasant  to  record  the  success  of  the  army  contending  for 
the  former  principle. 

On  Sunday  morning  our  pickets  were  attacked  and  driven  in  by 
the  enemy.  Immediately  the  five  divisions  stationed  at  this  place 
were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  ready  to  meet  them.  The  battle 
soon  waxed  warm  on  the  left  and  center,  varying  at  times  to  all  parts 
of  the  line.  The  most  continuous  firing  of  musketry  and  artillery 
ever  heard  on  this  continent  was  kept  up  until  nightfall,  the  enemy 
having  forced  the  entire  line  to  fall  back  nearly  halfway  from  their 
camps  to  the  [Pittsburg]  Landing. 
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At  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon  a  desperate  effort  was  made  by  the 
enemy  to  turn  our  left  and  get  possession  of  the  Landing,  transports, 
etc.  This  point  was  guarded  by  the  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington , 
Captains  Gwin  and  Shirk,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding,  four  20-pounder 
Parrott  guns  and  a  battery  of  rifled  guns.  As  there  is  a  deep  and 
impassable  ravine  for  artillery  or  cavalry,  and  very  difficult  for 
infantry,  at  this  point,  no  troops  were  stationed  here,  except  the 
necessary  artillerists  and  small  infantry  force  for  their  support. 
Just  at  this  moment  the  advance  of  Major-General  Buell’s  column  (a 
part  of  the  division  under  General  Nelson)  arrived,  the  two  generals 
named  both  being  present.  An  advance  was  immediately  made  upon 
the  point  of  attack  and  the  enemy  soon  driven  back.  In  this  repulse 
much  is  due  to  the  presence  of  the  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington  and 
their  able  commanders,  Captains  Gwin  and  Shirk. 

'*'  '»*  '**  T  V  ']< 

A  flag  of  truce  was  sent  in  to-day  from  General  Beauregard.  I 
enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IT.  S.  Grant, 

Major-General,  C ommanding . 

Captain  N.  H.  McLean, 

A.  A.  G.,  Department  of  the  Mississippi,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Letter  from  Leonard  Swett,  esq.,  to  the  President,  giving  special  credit  to  the 

Navy. 


Executive  Mansion, 

•  Washington,  July  30,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  went  to  Pittsburg  Landing  immediately  after  the 
battle  there  and  spent  three  days  riding  over  the  field.  From  all  I 
could  learn  I  believe  the  gunboats  Lexington  and  Tyler,  commanded 
by  Lieutenants  Gwin  and  Shirk,  saved  our  army  from  defeat.  At 
least  it  is  within  bounds  to  say  they  rendered  us  invaluable  services. 

It  seems  to  me  very  clear  that  these  gentlemen  ought  to  be  promoted 
for  their  gallant  bearing  in  this  action. 

Yours,  truly, 


His  Excellency  President  Lincoln. 


Leonard  Swett. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Hdlleck,  II.  S.  Army,  to  Commander 
Porter,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  fitting  out  of  two  vessels  at  St. 
Louis. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  7,  1862. 

Captain:  Flag-Officer  Foote,  commanding  flotilla  in  the  Western 
waters,  has  designated  you  to  take  charge  of  fitting  out  two  Gun¬ 
boats  to  be  purchased  at  this  place.  It  is  proposed  that  thev  be  so 
altered  as  to  serve  the  double  purpose  of  gunboats  and  rams 
The  Quartermaster’s  Department  will  purchase  the  boats  under 
your  direction,  and  supply  all  the  necessary  means  for  fitting  them 
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out.  It  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  pushed  forward  with  all 
possible  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

M  aj  or -General. 

Captain  W.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

St.  Louis ,  Mo. 


Report  of  Fourth  Master  Kellogg ,  regarding  the  C onfederate  fortifi¬ 
cations  on  the  Mississippi  River. 

On  Board  Steamer  Tigress, 
Tennessee  River ,  April  8 , 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  upon  the  fortifications  on  the 
Mississippi  River  upon  this  my  first  opportunity,  as  follows: 

The  Southern  batteries  in  the  bend  at  Island  10,  as  well  as  upon 
the  island,  comprised,  on  the  17th  March  last,  37  guns,  mounted  and 
in  position ;  two  new  batteries,  marked  on  the  map  as  “  E  ”  and  “  D,” 
were  incomplete  at  that  time  (since  finished),  and  now  mount  six  or 
eight  guns  on  barbette  carriages,  mostly,  if  not  all,  32s.  Most  of  the 
rebel  batteries  are  composed  of  barbette  guns;  the  battery  marked 
“  D  ”  is  built  with  sand-bag  traverses.  A  breastwork  starting  from 
the  battery  marked  “A,  ”  extends  in  the  direction  of  Eeelfoot  Lake, 
several  hundred  yards;  from  the  battery  “A”  to  point  of  Island  10 
is  3,220  yards;  from  battery  marked  “F”  to  point  of  towhead  on 
opposite  side,  high-water  mark,  is  4,000  yards;  from  point  of  island  to 
point  of  towhead,  3,330  yards.  From  battery  “A  ”  to  battery  “  F  ” 
by  land  is  something  over  a  mile  and  a  half. 

These  distances  I  take  from  a  map  made  for  the  rebel  commanding 
officer  at  No.  10  (then  General  McCown),  now  General  Mackall, 
which  I  was  enabled  to  see,  being  at  work  with  the  rebel  topograph¬ 
ical  engineers,  and  chaining  many  of  the  distances  and  base  lines 
for  triangulations,  as  well  as  the  meandering  of  the  lower  end  of 
Reelfoot  Lake,  personally.  At  No.  10  (March  17)  were  stationed 
about  4,000  troops,  including  artillerists,  and  the  Twelfth  Arkansas 
at  Point  Pleasant.  There  is  also  a  small  barbette  battery  at  Tipton- 
ville,  probably  from  4  to  6  guns.  At  Tiptonville  also  were  (March 
17)  the  rebel  gunboats  General  Polk ,  four  guns  (rifled  Parrotts); 
the  Pontchartrain ,  seven  guns  (one  9-inch  Dahlgren)  ;  the  Livings¬ 
ton. ,  six  guns;  the  McRae ,  six  or  seven  guns;  the  Ivy ,  three  guns.  I 
am  not  sure,  but  think  there  was  one  other. 

The  floating  battery,  Captain  Guthrie  commanding,  lies  off  Island 
10,  mounts  10  guns  (one  9-inch,  two  or  three  rifled  Parrotts,  52-pound 
caliber).  The  floating  battery  can  also  be  sunk  to  water’s  edge  at 
pleasure:  her  engine  was  too  weak  to  enable  her  to  maintain  any 
position  in  the  current.  The  scout  boat  Grampus  mounts  two  or 
three  fieldpieces  (brass).  There  is  also  on  the  island  some  iron  field- 
pieces  (about  six),  32s  and  24-pounders. 

Reelfoot  Lake  is  distant  from  Battery  “A”  nearly  2  miles;  from 
Tiptonville,  2  miles  by  chain. 

The  meandering  of  the  lake  by  Southern  engineers  extended 
nearly  4  miles  below  Tiptonville,  and  the  country  below  reported 
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overflowed  and  impassable  until  September.  The  river  also  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  lake  overflows  to  it,  submerging  a  large  tract  of 
land. 

The  fortifications  at  Fort  Pillow  (85  or  90  miles  above  Memphis) 
are  located  on  top  and  at  the  foot  of  steep  bluffs,  and  consist,  inland, 
of  a  long  line  of  breastwork  (some  3  to  5  miles)  running  from  ridge 
to  ridge,  with  a  ditch  and  timber  felled  before  it.  There  are  also 
quite  a  number  of  guns  of  small  caliber  placed  along  the  breastwork 
at  the  salient  points.  On  the  river  there  are  a  few  guns  on  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  bluffs,  but  most  of  the  batteries  are  cut  from  the  face  of 
the  bluffs  at  the  water’s  edge. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  extreme  upper  battery  is  also 
the  highest  from  the  water  line,  mounting  6  guns,  embrasured,  and 
with  heavy  sand-bag  traverses.  The  next  is  at  the  water’s  edge, 
partly  submerged,  mounting  9  guns  on  barbette  carriages. 

Next  lower  is  a  battery  mounting  4  guns  on  ship  carriages,  about 
2  feet  higher  than  the  last.  Below,  and  some  distance  apart,  are 
from  5  to  8  guns,  4  of  which  are  10-inch  columbiads;  there  are,  how¬ 
ever,  parapets  built  for  nearly  40  guns,  and  more  than  1.200  negroes 
are  daily  employed  on  the  works.  General  Villepigue  is  in  com¬ 
mand  (April  3). 

With  the  above  report  is  an  accompanying  map  of  No.  10,  for 
which  I  must  apologize,  on  account  of  its  roughness,  but  it  was 
drawn  entirely  from  memory  and  without  any  scale. 

Hoping  the  above  will  be 'of  service,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Kellogg. 

Captain  W.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  Gunboat  Essex. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  April  8 ,  1862. 

We  have  plenty  of  howitzer  shrapnel.  Send  in  all  20  boxes  each 
of  shell  and  canister  for  howitzer.  The  short-sight  boxes  required 
were  for  YIH-inch  guns. 

A.  H.  Foote, 


Captain  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Navy  Yard ,  Washington. 


Flag-Officer. 


[Telegram.] 


Cairo,  April  10 ,  1862. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  have  in  readiness,  to  be  for¬ 
warded  when  required,  from  300  to  400  men  for  the  crews  of  the 
steam  rams  for  the  Western  waters. 


Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


A.  H.  Foote, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  J.  T.  Ames,  esq.,  for¬ 
warding  acknowledgment  of  sword  presented  to  Flag-Officer  Foote, 
V.  S.  Navy. 


Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

Washington  City,  April  11,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  note  to  you  from  Flag- 
Officer  Foote,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  sword  which  I  forwarded 
to  him  at  your  request. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 


H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Air.  J.  T.  Ames,  Chicopee ,  Mass. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  [Tenn.],  April  11, 1862. 

I  forwarded  some  time  since  a  statement  of  Brigaclier-General 
Spears  in  regard  to  military  operations  at  Cumberland  Ford.  I  hope 
the  Secretary  will  place  General  Spears  at  once  in  command  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  troops  at  that  place.  This  ought  toffie  done.  Lieutenant  Car¬ 
ter,  of  the  Navy,  has  been  acting  as  general,  as  I  conceive,  without 
proper  authority.  The  Tennesseeans  there,  and  others  on  the  way, 
wish  to  return  under  the  leadership  of  General  Spears.  Will  the 
Secretary  telegraph  me  his  action?  Things  are  moving  on  right  in 
Tennessee. 

Andrew  Johnson. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Abstract  log  of  Mortar  Division  of  the  Western  Flotilla,  March  7J 

to  April  10,  1862. 

The  fleet  left  Cairo,  Ill.,  on  the  14th  day  of  ATarch,  1862,  composed 
of  the  flagship  Benton,  Commodore  A.  II.  Foote,  commanding;  the 
C arondelet,  Mound  City ,  Cincinnati ,  St.  Louis,  Pittsburg ,  Conestoga, 
and  Louisville ;  the  ordnance  boats  Judge  Torrence  and  Great  West¬ 
ern;  and  fourteen  mortar  boats  in  tow  of  the  Ike  Ilammitt ,  Wiscon¬ 
sin  No.  2,  V.  F.  Wilson,  Pike ,  and  Lake  Erie.  The  fleet  was  also 
accompanied  by  several  transports,  two  containing  troops. 

The  officers  in  command  of  the  mortar  fleet  were:  Captain  Henry 
E.  Maynadier,  of  the  Tenth  Regular  Infantry,  commanding;  Cap¬ 
tain  E.  B.  Pike,  superintendent;  Second  ATasters  George  L.  Johnson, 
G.  B.  Simonds,  T.  B.  Gregory,  Henry  A.  Glassford,  and  E.  W. 
Wheel  ock. 

On  the  same  afternoon  arrived  at  Columbus,  took  in  tow  two  mor¬ 
tar  boats — 11  and  12 — and  then  proceeded  on  toward  Island  No.  10. 

March  15-,  1862. — Arrived  within  24  miles  of  the  island.  During 
the  afternoon  the  mortar  boats  11  and  12,  under  the  command  of 
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Captain  Henry  E.  Maynadier  and  Captain  E.  B.  Pike,  assisted  by 
Second  Master  Johnson  and  Acting  Second  Master  E.  W.  Wheelock, 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy’s  batteries.  No.  11  fired  18  and  No.  12 
fired  16  shell  in  one  and  a  half  hours. 

March  16.— Mortars  7,  5,  19,  22,  23,  27,  36,  and  38  were  engaged 
with  the  enemy  the  entire  day  under  the  command  of  Captains 
Buford,  Maynadier,  and  Pike,  assisted  by  Second  Masters  Glassford, 
Simonds,  and  Gregory.  The  firing  was  heavy,  as  the  annexed  report 
of  the  number  of  shells  will  show:  Boat  No.  5  threw  36,  No.  7  threw 
33,  No.  19  threw  35,  No.  22  threw  38,  No.  23  threw  32,  No.  27  threw 
47,  No.  36  threw  45,  and  No.  38  threw  33  shell. 

March  11 . — Ten  mortar  boats  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  during 
the  entire  morning  and  afternoon.  The  number  of  shell  thrown 
was  over  400,  and  did  great  execution  amongst  the  enemy’s  batteries, 
having  beyond  a  doubt  silenced  two  of  them  in  the  afternoon. 

March  18. — The  mortar  boats  11  and  12,  under  command  of  Second 
Master  George  L.  Johnson,  were  engaged  all  the  previous  night  shell¬ 
ing  the  enemy’s  extreme  right  batteries.  The  two  mortars  threw  24 
shell.  To-day  a  fleet  of  10  mortars  was  actively  engaged  from  9 
a.  m.  to  6  p.  m. ;  the  number  of  shells  thrown  exceeded  400.  It  is 
ordered  that  hereafter  the  second  master  do  report  the  number  of 
shell  thrown  to  the  officer  of  the  day,  who  will  enter  them  on  this  log¬ 
book.  & 


March  19. — The  mortar  boats  Nos.  5,  19,  22,  23,  11,  12,  27,  and  36 
each  received  35  shell,  7  kegs  of  mortar  powder,  and  3  kegs  of  shell 
powder.  There  was  very  little  firing  during  the  day.  The  enemv’s 
batteries  opened  upon  us  at  12  noon,  but  were  silenced  at  once;  onlv 
one  shot  being  fired  after  our  mortars  commenced  firing.  Between 
9  and  10  p.  m.  a  false  alarm  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  bv  land 
was  raised.  The  Judge  Torrence  slipped  her  moorings 'from  the 
shore,  got  underway,  and  stood  out  into  the  middle  of  the  stream 
Quiet  was  soon  restored,  and  the  boat  returned  to  her  anchorage. 

March  20. — No  firing  this  day. 

.  March  ®1- — Mortars  7,  38,  and  22  were  engaged  during  the  morn¬ 
ing  until  1  p.  m.  The  number  of  shell  fired  was  as  follows:  No  7 
fired  12,  No.  38  fired  7,  and  No.  22  fired  11  shell.  Second  Master 
Simonds  was  ordered  for  duty  during  the  night, 

March  22.  Mortar  boats  Nos.  11  and  19,  Second  Master  George 
E.  Johnson  and  Second  Master  T.  B.  Gregory,  were  engaged  shelling 
the  enemy  s  batteries  from  8  a.  m.  to  1 :  30  p.  m.  Mortar  boats  No* 
< ,  Second  Master  E.  A  .  Wheelock ;  and  38,  Second  Master  II  A 
Glassford,  were  engaged  during  the  afternoon.  Annexed  is  a  report 
of  the  several  firings:  No.  11  threw  24:  No.  19,  17-  No  7  16-  and 

h  o.  38, 17  shell.  Second  Master  T.  B.  Gregory  was  ordered  for  duty 
during  the  night, 

March  23.  Mortars  11,  12,  and  5,  under  their  respective  com¬ 
mands,  were  engaged  during  the  morning.  The  number  of  shell 
thrown  were :  No.  11,  1 ;  No.  12,  10 ;  and  No.  5,  10  shell.  During  the 
afternoon  mortars  38  and  7,  under  command  of  Second  Masters 
Glassford  and  Wheelock,  threw  each  7  shell.  John  Smith,  of  No 
11  mortar  crew,  had  his  leg  accidentally  broken  bv  the  fallino-  of  a 
tree,  cut  down  by  the  crew  of  the  Dauntless.  During  the  morning 
the  enemy  favored  us  with  a  few  shots,  doing  no  damage.  S 
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Match  -G*  -Mortar  boats  Nos.  5  and  38,  with  crews  from  19  and 
27,  under  command  of  Second  Masters  (11  ass  ford  and  Gregory,  were 
engaged  during  the  day.  Not  any  other  boats  were  on  duty.  No.  5 
threw  7  and  38  threw  8  shell.  Second  Master  Wheelock  was  engaged 
all  the  pre\  ious  night  shelling  the  enemy  with  mortar  23,  throwing 
13  shell.  This  morning  the  Judge  Torrence  moved  across  the  river 
from  the  Missouri  to  the  Kentucky  shore. 

March  25. — At  about  3  p.  m.  balloon  ascensions  were  made  in  Cap¬ 
tain  Steiner’s  balloon  Eagle,  to  the  height  of  500  feet.  The  day  being 
hazy  they  could  not  define  fully  the  position  of  the  enemy,  tut  the 
experiment  proved  satisfactory.  Second  Masters  G.  B.  Simonds  and 
E.  W.  Wheelock  report  having  fired,  respectively,  from  No.  23,  17 
and  from  No.  38,  13  shell. 

March  26. — Mortars  12  and  38,  under  command  of  Second  Masters 
George  L.  Johnson  and  H.  A.  Glassford,  were  on  duty  all  day.  No. 
12  threw  8  and  38  threw  7  shell. 

March  27. — Mortar  boats  Nos.  23  and  5  were  on  duty  during  the 
morning.  No.  23  fired  8  and  No.  5,  6  shell. 

March  28. — Mortar  squad  37  on  board  No.  38  fired  10  shell.  Nos. 
7  and  23  fired,  respectively,  4  shell. 

March  29. — Morfar  boats  Nos.  5  and  23  fired,  respectively,  9  and 
11  shell. 

March  30. — Mortar  boats  5  and  23  fired  to-day  10  and  38  shell. 

March  31. — Mortar  boats  5.  7,  38,  and  23  threw  14,  3,  23,  and  13. 
At  7  p.  m.  got  into  battery  line  and  fired  each  3  shell  for  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Thomas  A.  Scott;  all  fired 
at  Island  No.  10. 

April  1. — Mortar  boats  38  and  12  threw  6  shell  each. 

April  2. — Mortar  boats  23,  with  crew  of  36,  aiicl  5,  with  crew  of  19, 
fired  11  and  9  shell. 

April  3. — Second  Masters  E.  W.  Wheelock  and  IT.  A.  Glassford, 
accompanied  by  pilots  of  7  and  8  mortar  boats,  made  a  reconnoissance 
in  a  skiff  off  Island  No.  10  and  boarded  the  sunken  rebel  steamer 
Winchester,  which  they  set  fire  to  and  burned  to  the  waters  edge. 
Mortar  boats  7,  38,  and  23  were  on  duty  and  fired  21,  23,  and  25  shell. 
Nos.  11  and  12  were  also  in  action  and  threw  14  and  17  shell. 

April  A — Mortar  boats  23  and  7  fired  8  shell,  respectively. 

April  5. — Mortar  boat  7  fired  19  shell.  The  gunboat  Garondelet 
ran  the  blockade,  of  Island  No.  10  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  amid  a 
heavy  storm  and  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries. 

April  6. — Whole  crew  mustered  by  purser’s  clerk,  Mr.  Watson,  and 
Articles  of  War  read  by  Captain  Richardson  in  the  presence  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Fitch.  Mortar  boat  38  fired  14  shell.  Officers  were  reconnoiter- 
ing  to-day  near  the  island. 

April  7. — Mortar  boats  Nos.  11  and  38  fired  9  and  5  shell,  respec¬ 
tively. 

April  8.— At  10  p.  m.  of  the  7th  the  rebel  steamer  De  Soto  came 
up  with  a  flag  of  truce,  when  its  officers  surrendered  possession  of 
the  Island  [No.]  10  and  shore  batteries  to  Commodore  Foote,  and 
our  forces  are  now  in  possession  of  them. 

April  9. — Island  No.  10,  with  all  its  stores  and  munitions  of  war, 
being  now  in  our  possession,  the  crew  were  granted  liberty. 

April  10. — At  2  p.  m.  our  fleet  of  mortar  boats  (16)  were  put  in 
tow  of  steamers  Ike  Hammitt,  V.  F.  Wilson,  Wisconsin  No.  2,  Key- 
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stone ,  IF.  II.  Brown ,  and  Alps ,  and  taken  down  to  New  Madrid. 
Arrived  at  4  p.  in. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tyler ,  September  12,  1861-J anuary  16, 

1862,  C ommander  H.  Walke. 

September  12,  1861. — Paducah.  Captains  Foote,  Walke,  and 
Rodgers  came  on  board. 

September  ll/.. — Proceeded  to  Cairo.  From  8  a.  m.  to  12:  Left  for 
Norfolk  in  search  of  batteries.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Went  to  Lucas 
Bend  and  fired  4  shells  at  the  point;  rounded  to  and  proceeded  up 
the  Mississippi ;  communicated  with  Colonel  Oglesby  on  shore ;  took 
some  of  the  soldiers  on  board  who  were  worn-out  by  the  march ; 
rounded  to  and  proceeded  down  the  river  and  fired  8  shells  at.  the 
point  of  Lucas  Bend.  Proceeded  on  our  way  to  Cairo.  From  4  to  8  : 
Communicated  with  Colonel  Waagner  at  Camp  Holt,  and  anchored 
at  Cairo  opposite  headquarters. 

September  15. — From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Anchored  off  Norfolk.  Con¬ 
federate  gunboat  came  in  sight.  Fired  one  shot  and  returned. 

September  21. — Proceeded  down  the  river  in  company  with  other 
vessels  within  4  miles  of  Columbus.  Fired  10  shells  and  returned  to 
Norfolk  and  anchored  opposite  Island  No.  1. 

October  7.— From  8  to  12  meridian:  Ran  over  and  communicated 
with  the  Lexington,  then  back  again  to  wharf  boat.  We  then 
proceeded  to  Lucas  Bend,  where  we  saw  the  rebel  gunboat  Jeff  Davis. 
Gave  chase  and  fired  upon  her,  which  was  returned  by  the  batteries 
situated  on  the  Iron  Bluffs,  just  above  Columbus;  also  by  a  battery 
situated  on  the  point  below  Lucas  Bend.  After  firing  13  shells  we 
proceeded  up  the  river  toward  Cairo. 

,  October  19. — From  8  to  meridian:  Captain  Walke  went  ashore 
and  communicated  with  General  Grant,  Proceeded  down  the  river 
as  far  as  Lucas  Bend;  fired  one  shell  in  the  woods  on  the  point. 
Opposite  3  and  4  islands  fired  one  shot* in  the  cornfield  on  Beck¬ 
with’s  farm,  another  at  Hunter’s  plantation;  rounded  to  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Cairo. 

November  7. — Dropped  down  and  exchanged  a  few  shot  with  the 
enemy’s  batteries  on  the  Iron  Bluffs  and  returned.  Dropped  down 
a  mile  or  two  and  engaged  batteries  on  Iron  Bluffs  and  returned  to 
where  transport  lav.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Dropped  down  again  and 
had  another  engagement  with  the  batteries.  One  24-pound  ball 
passed  through  the  side  of  our  vessel  on  the  starboard  side,  killing 
1  man,  and  wounding  1  dangerously  and  1  slightly.  Returned  to 
transports.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  During  the  embarkation  of  our 
troops  an  attack  was  made  on  them  by  reinforcements  of  the  rebels, 
which  we  repulsed  by  opening  on  them  with  shell  and  grape  with 
telling  effect.  Fired  through  the  day  144  charges,  3  solid  shot,  35 
grape,  and  106  shell.  I  rom  6  to  8  :  1  ollowmg  the  transports  up  the 
river,  but,  being  informed  that  a  large  number  of  our  troops  were 
left  behind,  we  returned  with  the  Lexington,  took  them  on  board,  and 
continued  up  to  head  of  Island  No.  1  and  anchored. 

December  A— Proceeded  to  Cairo,  thence  up  the  Mississippi  about 
8  miles  reconnoitenng,  and  returned  to  opposite  Camp  Holt  and 
anchored. 
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December  12. — From  8  to  12  meridian:  Officers  at  Fort  Holt  re¬ 
ported  to  us  that  two  rebel  gunboats  were  lying  under  the  point  below. 
Captain  Walke  ordered  the  Lexington  to  proceed  to  Cairo  and  report 
it  to  the  flag-officer.  Proceeded  down  the  river  in  search  of  them 
as  far  as  Norfolk;  in  vain;  returned  and  anchored.  From  12  to  4 
p.  m. :  In  company  with  the  Lexington ,  having  Flag-Officer  Foote 
on  board,  proceeded  down  the  river  about  a  mile  or  two  below  Nor¬ 
folk;  not  discovering  enemy’s  boats  returned  to  Camp  Holt.  Again 
went  down  the  river  near  Norfolk.  Being  unable  to  discover  the 
rebel  boats  returned  to  Cairo. 

J anuary  3,  1862. — At  8 :  40  a.  m.  the  flagship  Essex  signaled  620, 
intended  undoubtedly  for  624,  which  we  obeyed.  At  9 : 30  signaled 
to  the  flag-steamer  543.  Hauled  down  signal  after  flying  some  time, 
as  the  flagship  did  not  notice  our  signal.  The  flagship,  as  she  hove 
in  sight  of  Iron  Banks,  Ivy.,  wore  around  and  laid  to.  We  followed 
her  motions,  as  ordered  by  signals  at  Cairo,  and  at  10:40  passed  the 
J.exington  lying  to,  and  the  flagship  passed  us,  both  our  engines 
being  stopped.  At  1  we  moved  up  the  river,  following  the  flagship, 
and  the  Lexington  astern.  We  proceeded  up  the  river  in  succession, 
the  flagship  ahead.  As  we  rounded  the  bend  the  rebel  steamer  Mo¬ 
hawk  hove  in  sight,  standing  toward  us.  We  came  up  on  the  port 
side  ®f  the  flagship  and  the  Lexington  on  our  port  quarter.  .The 
flagship  then  wore  ship  and  the  Lexington  and  we  following  stood 
down  the  stream  about  half  a  mile  and  came  to.  The  flagship  fired 
2  shots,  which  fell  short.  The  enemy  fired  1  with  same  effect  and 
retreated.  At  11:45  stood  up  the  stream  in  same  succession,  flagship 
ahead. 

January  15. — Commander  Henry  Walke  detached  from  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Tyler  and  Lieutenant  Gwin  assumed  command  Janu¬ 
ary  16. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ .  S.  S.  Benton ,  February  21±  to  April  9,  1862. 

February  2 4,  1862. — Ship  commissioned,  Cairo,  Ill.  [Flag-Officer 
Andrew  H.  Foote’s  flagship]  Joshua  Bishop,  [commanding]. 

March  8. — -From  8  to  12  meridian,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L. 
Phelps:  Steamed  up,  weighed  anchor,  with  Cincinnati  on  starboard 
and  C arondelet  on  port,  lashed  alongside  for  a  trial  trip. 

March  15.— At  6  a.  m.  cast  loose  from  shore  and  started  down  the 
river.  At  7:30  discovered  a  rebel  steamer  ahead,  making  out  from 
shore  and  steaming  down  the  river.  Fired  three  rifled  shell  at  her, 
all  of  which  fell  considerably  short.  From  8  to  12  meridian: 
Rounded  to  about  3  miles  above  Island  No.  10.  At  5  bells  fired  our 
first  shot  at  the  batteries,  which  fell  short;  fired  three  more,  but 
the  rebels  did  not  respond.  Saw  several  transports  at  the  rebel 
encampment.  At  12 : 30  p.  m.  dropped  the  mortar  boats  down  to 
position.  At  2:30  fired  five  shells.  At  8  bells  (4  p.  m.)  still  firing. 
From  4  to  6  fired  several  more  shell  at  Island  No.  10  and  ceased 
firing  for  the  night. 

March  16. — At  6  bells  (3  a.  m.)  cast  loose  and  steamed  out  in  the 
stream,  followed  by  all  gunboats.  At  8  bells  all  out  and  in  sight 
of  batteries  above  Island  No.  10.  8  to  12:  Dropped  down  near  the 

first  rebel  battery  and  fired  several  shell.  At  4  bells  saw  a  flag  of 
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truce  on  the  upper  fort.  Sent  a  tug  with  Lieutenant  Bishop.  All 
n  mistake,  wanted  no  communication.  Continued  to  fire  shell.  From 
12  to  4  p.  in.:  Tried  a  number  of  shell  from  our  stern  guns  at  a  rebel 
battery,  several  of  them  striking  within  the  fortifications.  Mortar 
boats  continued  firing  shell  all  the  afternoon.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. : 
Still  firing  with  our  stern  guns;  mortar  boats  continue  shelling.  At 
7  saw  a  light  creeping  up  inshore,  supposed  to  be  a  rebel  gunboat  ; 
fired  our  stern  gun. 

March  17. — From  12  to  4  a.  m. :  All  quiet ;  camp  fires  of  rebels  seen 
in  distance;  rebel  steamer  moving  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No. 
10.  At  10:30  started  down  the  river.  When  within  about  2  miles 
of  a  rebel  battery  of  7  guns,  commenced  firing  and  gradually 
approached  the  battery.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Still  firing  and 
advancing  on  the  rebel  battery.  From  1  to  2  p.  m. :  We  received  3 
solid  shot  from  the  first  battery,  which  passed  over  our  pilot  house 
and  wheel  of  the  Cincinnati ,  lodging  in  the  willows  on  shore;  also 
one  shot  or  shell  from  battery  on  the  bend,  which  passed  way  over 
us  to  the  shore  beyond.  About  2  p.  m.  three  shots  from  the  first 
battery  passed  over  us  at  intervals  of  about  five  minutes  and  struck 
the  water  about  10  to  30  yards  aft  of  our  stern.  Next  two  shots  from 
same  battery  fell  short  of  our  bow  about  20  yards.  At  3:15a  solid 
8-inch,  64-pound  ball  from  first  battery  passed  over  pilot  hofise  on 
starboard  side,  striking  spar  deck;  went  through  iron  plating,  cutting 
four  carlines  through ;  passed  to  lower  deck  and  rebounded,  striking 
the  carline  above,  finally  lodging  on  the  flag-officer’s  writing  desk. 
Next  shot  of  same  kind,  about  ten  minutes  later,  struck  left  side 
near  top  of  starboard  port  hole  outside,  broke  in  three  ports  and 
bounded  to  the  water.  About  this  hour  a  gun  on  the  St.  Louis  burst, 
scattering  the  glass  from  their  skylights  about  our  pilot  house.  3:30: 
A  shot  from  their  rifled  8-inch  shell  gun  passed  about  4  feet  port  side 
of  pilot  house,  striking  ventilator,  passed  through  the  port  chimney 
and,  striking  the  upper  deck,  went  through  the  iron  plating  and 
deck  planks,  breaking  two  carlines,  then  rolled  down  against  the 
hammock  nettings  on  upper  deck.  3  to  4:  Two  shots  received  from 
the  fort  on  the  bend,  which  passed  directly  over  us.  All  the  guns 
(10)  of  our  boats  constantly  firing  at  the  first  battery  to  the  left. 
4  p.  m. :  A  solid  shot  passed  about  12  inches  over  our  pilot  house  and 
struck  the  Cincinnati  near  the  wheelhouse;  another  shot  came 
apparently  from  a  floating  battery  at  the  head  of  the  island,  striking 
the  water  in  front  of  the  St.  Louis.  Two  more  shots  from  same 
battery  passed  over  us  to  the  shore.  4  to  8 :  Still  firing  on  the  first 
battery  with  good  execution,  as  all  their  shots  from  this  hour  to  the 
close  of  action  either  went  over  us  or  were  far  short ;  ten  shots  from 
the  first  battery  alone  all  came  at  random,  and  at  no  time  after  4  p.  m. 
did  we  receive  two  shots  in  succession  from  this  fort.  Continued 
this  fire  long  as  we  could  see,  then  headed  upstream  and  moved 
without  range  of  their  guns.  At  7  came  to  with  port  anchor  and 
veered  to  30  fathoms  chain.  The  gunner  reports  having  fired  281 
rounds. 

March  18.— 12  to  4  a.  m. :  At  3  bells  sent  tug  to  mortar  boats  wflth 
orders  from  flag-officer  to  fire  extra  shells  Still  kept  on  annoying 
the  batteries  from  the  mortar  boats.  4  to  8 :  Through  our  glasses  it 
is  evident  that  we  formed  a  breach  in  their  fortifications  yesterday 
as  we  can  see  but  four  guns  mounted  on  the  fort.  The  trees  in  the 
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vicinity  are  also  very  much  shattered  from  our  shot  and  shell.  Oc¬ 
casional  shell  fired  from  mortar  boats.  Fired  several  shell  from 
our  stern  rifled  guns.  8  to  12  :  At  10  a.  m.  opened  fire  on  the  rebels 
again  with  stern  guns,  all  effective  shots.  The  Cincinnati  and  St. 
Louis  cast  loose  from  us  and  went  to  coal.  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Still  con¬ 
tinued  to  throw  shell  from  mortar  boats  with  some  effect.  4  to  6: 
Fired  several  shell  at  the  rebels  with  good  effect.  6  to  8:  Mortar 
boats  and  Carondelet  ordered  to  fire  alternately  all  night.  8  to  12: 
midnight:  Mortar  boats  and  Mound  City  continue  to  fire,  at  the 
battery. 

March  19. — From  12  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortar  boats  continue  fire  on 
rebels.  4  to  8 :  Mortar  boats  ceased  firing  on  account  of  wet  decks 
giving  too  much  rebound.  Carondelet  continued  firing.  At  3  bells 
(7 :  30  a.  m.)  fired  stern  guns  at  intervals.  At  6  bells  a  rebel  battery 
opened  fire  on  us,  all  their  shots  falling  short.  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Fired 
several  shots  at  the  rebels.  From  8  to  12  midnight:  About  9  p.  m. 
heard  musketry  from  ordnance  boats  up  river  and  two  guns  fired 
from  the  Conestoga.  Lieutenant  Bishop  went  up  in  the  tug  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  cause ;  returned  about  11  and  reported  to  the  flag-officer. 

March  20. — F rom  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortar  boats  firing.  4  to 
8 :  The  Mound  City  continued  to  throw  shell  at  intervals  in  the  upper 
fort.  12  to  4  p.  m. :  The  upper  battery  opened  on  the  fleet  and  fired 
17  shot,  which  was  replied  to  with  interest,  silencing  their  guns.  8  to 
12  midnight :  Officers  came  on  board  and  reported  to  flag-officer 
lights  seen  on  rebel  battery.  Fired  two  shots.  At  8  bells  Mound 
City  fired  two  shots. 

March  21. — From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Fired  several  rifled  shell  at  rebel 
battery  No.  1,  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes.  8  to  12  meridian: 
Two  mortar  boats  firing  at  long  intervals  at  rebel  battery.  12  to  4 
p.  m. :  Mortar  boats  continue  fire  on  the  battery.  4  to  8 :  Rebel 
boats  moving  up.  Fired  one  shot.  8  to  12  midnight:  At  1  bell, 
fired  three  shots  from  our  stern  guns  to  the  upper  fort.  At  4  bells 
continue  to  throw  shell  from  the  mortars  at  intervals  into  the  rebel 
quarters.  Several  lights  seen  in  the  rebel  camp. 

March  22. — From  12  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  fired  several  shell.  12  to 
4  p.  m. :  Mortars  still  firing  occasional  shots. 

March  23. — 8  to  12  meridian:  Enemy  fired  several  shots,  doing  no 
damage.  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Mortar  boats  fired  occasionally  at  battery 
No.  2.  8  to  12  midnight :  Mortar  boats  fire  every  half  hour. 

March  21f. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortar  boats  fire  shell  at  inter¬ 
vals.  4  to  8:  Mortar  boats  fire  several  shells.  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Pitts¬ 
burg  discharged  a  few  guns  into  the  woods. 

March  25. — 12  to  4  a.  m. :  FTeard  the  firing  of  great  guns  in  the 
direction  of  Point  Pleasant,  down  the  river.  4  to  8 :  Captain  Allen, 
a  scout  who  had,  during  the  night,  visited  the  first  rebel  battery, 
reported  to  flag-officer.  At  10:30  a.  m.  battery  No.  2  fired  a  blank 
shot.  4  to  8  p.  m. :  River  still  rising.  The  light  of  large  fires  in  the 
distance  down  river.  _  8  to  12  midnight :  Heavy  firing  heard  down 
the  river  in  the  direction  of  Point  Pleasant. 

March  26. — From  4  to  5  bells  (2  to  2:30)  a.  m. ;  Heavy  cannona¬ 
ding  in  the  direction  of  Point  Pleasant.  All  quiet  in  the  fleet.  4  to  8 
p.  m. :  Men  seen  at  the  upper  battery.  Fired  some  shell  and  made 
them  disperse. 
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March  27. — 8  to  12  midnight:  Ten  guns  fired  at  6  bells,  in  direction 
of  Point  Pleasant. 

March  28. — 12  to  4  a.  m. :  Heard  two  guns  in  direction  of  New 
Madrid.  8  to  12  meridian:  Battery  No.  2  fired  several  shots;  all 
fell  short;  mortar  boats  returned  the  fire.  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Firing  in 
direction  of  New  Madrid. 

March  30. — Mortar  boats  continue  to  fire  occasionally. 

March  31. — Heard  heavy  guns  in  the  direction  of  Point  Pleasant. 

April  1. — Five  boats  sent  with  Colonel  Roberts  and  50  troops  on  an 
expedition  to  fort  No.  1. 

April  2. — At  1 : 30  a.  m.  the  boats  returned  with  Colonel  Roberts 
and  his  men  from  fort  No.  1.  Spiked  6  heavy  guns;  nobody  hurt. 
All  the  boats  were  towed  up  the  river  by  steam  tug  Spitfire ,  leaving 
the  flagship  Benton  at  6  p.  m.  Soon  after  dark  the  fleet  passed  down 
the  Tennessee  shore,  the  Benton's  cutters  in  front,  St.  Louis  cutters 
on  the  right,  Pittsburg  cutters  on  the  left.  The  two  cutters  of  the 
Mound  City  and  Cincinnati  in  the  rear,  to  act  as  reserve.  The  fleet 
passed  down  the  river  without  interruption  or  discovery  until  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  fort.  The  sentinels  then  fired  from  the  parapets. 
The  B enton’s  cutters  passed  on  until  she  grounded  to  18-inch  water. 
Colonel  Roberts,  Mr.  Lord,  and  Brennan,  coxswain,  jumped  to  the 
shore,  followed  by  the  10  soldiers,  some  of  whom  went  waist  deep  in 
the  water.  All  mounted  the  parapets  and  without  opposition  the  G 
mounted  guns  were  spiked  and  side  tackles  and  breeching  cut.  While 
the  work  was  going  on  the  enemy  fired  one  volley  of  musketry  from 
the  woods  near  by  and  then  fled.  After  a  thorough  reconnoissance  of 
the  fort,  occupying  one-half  hour,  all  hands  were  ordered  aboard  for 
the  return.  Arrived  at  1 1 1 e  flagship  at  2  :  30  a.  m.  and  reported  to  the 
flag-officer.  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Fired  a  few  shots  at  the  upper  battery.  8  to 
12  midnight :  Mound  City  fired  one  shot  at  battery  No.  1. 

April  3.— 8  to  12  meridian:  The  Benton ,  Cincinnati ,  and  Caronde- 
let  have  taken  positions  along  the  Missouri  shore  and  opened  fire  on 
the  floating  battery  and  island.  The  mortars  are  also  actively  en¬ 
gaged.  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Continued  to  throw  shell  in  the  direction  of 
the  lower  battery.  One  of  our  shells  set  fire  to  the  steamboat  sunk 
in  the  bayou  off  No.  10  and  she  burned  to  the  water’s  edo-e.  8  to  12 
midnight :  Three  signal  guns  from  rebel  fort. 

.  April  A— S  to  12  meridian :  Rebel  boats  seen  down  the  bend  of  the 
river;  fired  several  shots  and  made  them  leave.  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Fired 
several  shots  at  rebel  batteries ;  mortars  also  fired.  4  to  G :  Fired  54 
shots  at  lower  battery.  8  to  12  midnight:  Variable  winds,  heavy 
showers  of  ram,  very  vivid  lightning,  and  some  thunder.  Gunboat 
Carondelet  got  underway  and  steamed  down  the  river,  successfullv 
running  the  blockade  of  the  rebel  batteries.  The  rebels  fired  47  shots 
at  the  Carondelet. 

April  5. — At  3  a.  m.  fired  two  shots  from  rifled  42-pounders.  8  to 
12  meridian:  Fired  several  shells  from  a  rifled  50-pounder  (Dahl- 
gien)  at  the  lebels.  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Fired  4  shells  from  42-pounder. 
4  to  6.  Saw  a  lebel  steamer  at  the  wharf  boat;  fired  several  shell 
through  the  place;  rather  warm,  concluded  to  take  the  wharf  boat 
away. 

April  6— 4  to  6  p.  m. :  Fired  three  shell  at  a  rebel  encampment. 
G  to  8 :  Rapid  firing  heard  in  the  direction  of  New  Madrid. 
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April  7. — At  2  a.  m.  the  gunboat  Pittsburg  dropped  out  from  shore 
and  started  down  to  run  the  blockade  to  New  Madrid,  and  she  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  successfully  accomplished  it.  Rebel  batteries  fired 
seventy-one  shots  at  the  Pittsburg ,  besides  numerous  volleys  of  mus¬ 
ketry.  4  to  8:  Heavy  volleys  of  musketry  fired  from  Island  No.  10. 
Three  shots  fired  at  us  from  second  fort.  8  to  12  meridian :  Firing  at 
intervals  from  the  rebel  batteries.  8  to  12  midnight :  Received  a  flag- 
of-truce  boat  with  propositions  to  surrender.  A  steamer  came  up, 
showing  a  number  of  lights  and  blowing  her  whistle  four  times.  In 
a  short  time  she  blew  her  whistle  four  times  again.  At  intervals  of 
two  or  three  minutes  she  would  Hblow  four  whistles.  Thinking  she 
wanted  to  communicate,  answered  her  signals  by  blowing  our  whistle 
four  times.  Beat  to  quarters,  cast  loose  the  guns,  and  made  every 
preparation  for  an  engagement.  The  steamer  approached  cautiously, 
blowing  her  -whistle;  answered  all  her  signals  with  the  same  number. 
Lieutenant  Bishop  went  on  the  tug  Dauntless  and  boarded  the 
steamer;  found  her  to  be  the  steamer  De  Soto ,  having  on  board  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Martin  and  McDowell,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  bearers  of 
dispatches  to  Flag-Officer  Foote.  General  Buford  came  on  board  for 
a  conference.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  in  company  with  the 
rebel  lieutenants,  went  aboard  the  steamer  and  steamed  down  river  in 
direction  of  Island  No.  10.  At  2  a.  m.  Captain  Phelps  returned  with 
the  steamer  and  announced  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Island  No. 
10,  with  guns,  ammunition,  stores,  etc.,  to  Flag-Officer  Foote.  The 
river  steamer  De  Soto  landed  at  the  bank  behind  the  Cincinnati. 

April  8. — At  2  a,  m.  Captain  Phelps  came  from  the  rebel  encamp¬ 
ment.  The  enemy  had  surrendered  to  the  American  flag  uncondition¬ 
ally — to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  commanding  Western  Flotilla.  At  6 
sent  dispatch  to  Cairo  and  New  Madrid.  The  Mound  City  and  St. 
Louis ,  gunboats,  and  two  transports  went  down  and  took  possession 
of  the  enemy’s  fortifications. 

April  9. — 8  to  12  meridian :  Threw  overboard,  by  order  of  Flag- 
Officer  Foote,  No.  12  42-pounder  rifle  gun,  it  having  been  condemned 
as  worthless ;  been  fired  218  times,  the  vent  being  much  worn.  12  to 
4  p.  m. :  Threw  overboard,  by  order  of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  No.  5 
42-ponnder  rifle  gun;  was  fired  178  times.  4  to  G :  Received  on  board 
the  following  property,  taken  from  the  enemy :  2G  tents,  G  cases  shell, 
7  axes,  9  shovels,  and  2  boxes  sundries. 


Abstract  log  of  the  XJ .  S.  S.  Lexington ,  August  16,  1861-April  11, 
1862 ,  Commander  R.  N.  Stembel. 

♦ 

August  16,  1861. — Off  Cairo,  Ill.  At  request  of  Colonel  Oglesby, 
commanding  United  States  forces  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  received  on  board 
Colonel  Waagner,  chief  of  artillery,  and  secretary,  to  be  conveyed 
up  the  Mississippi  to  make  a  reconnoissance  and  inspect  the  works  at 
Cape  Girardeau.  Got  underway  at  1  p.  m.  from  Cairo  and  arrived 
at  Commerce,  Mo.,  at  6  p.  m.,  where  we  found  the  inhabitants  in 
great  fear  of  the  rebels,  who  were  in  large  numbers,  as  was  repre¬ 
sented.  and  in  camp  at  Benton,  about  8  miles  distant.  They  re¬ 
quested  to  be  removed  to  some  safer  locality  with  personal  effects, 


778 


NAVAL  FOECES  ON  WESTEEN  WATEES. 


as  their  town  was  in  great  danger  of  being  destroyed  and  their  lives 
in  peril. 

August  17. — Arrived  at  Cape  Girardeau  at  2  a.  m.  and  landed 
passengers  and  their  effects  at  daylight.  Colonel  Waagner  visited 
and  examined  the  works  under  Colonel  Marsh.  After  returning 
to  the  boat,  Colonel  Waagner  and  Commander  Stembel  were  each 
saluted  with  thirteen  guns,  which  was  returned  by  this  boat  with  a 
like  number.  Got  underway  from  Cape  Girardeau,  touching  at 
Thebes  and  Commerce.  Took  from  a  steam  flour  mill  parts  of  the 
machinery,  to  prevent  its  rendering  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels, 
as  well  as  5,000  bushels  of  corn,  which  were  shipped  to  Cairo  on  the 
steamer  Memphis.  Touched  also  at  Bird’s  Point,  revisited  the  works, 
and  arrived  at  Cairo  at  7  p.  m.  At  9  ran  up  the  Mississippi  and 
anchored  at  Eliza’s  Point. 

August  18. — At  daylight  standing  up  the  Mississippi.  At  10  a.  m. 
arrived  and  anchored  off  Commerce;  remained  until  meridian,  then 
got  underway,  standing  down  the  river;  anchored  at  headquarters 
at  Cairo.  At  4  p.  m.  got  underway,  anchored  off  Mound  City ;  served 
clothing  and  transferred  men  to  the  A.  0.  Tyler. 

August  19. — At  7:30  a.  m.  stood  down  the  Ohio  River  to  Cairo. 
Coaled  ship  at  meridian.  Left  Cairo  to  convoy  the  steamer  Empress , 
dispatched  to  the  Kentucky  shore  opposite  Norfolk  by  Colonel 
Oglesby  to  bring  Mr.  Du  Peyster,  family,  and  effects  to  Cairo.  He 
declined  to  leave.  The  Empress  returned  and  we  remained,  being 
ordered  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Tyler ,  which  arrived  at  2  p.  m. 
Returned  in  company  and  anchored  off  headquarters. 

August  20. — At  daylight  ran  alongside  the  stone  depot,  in  company 
with  the  gunboat  Tyler ,  and  took  aboard  25  32-pound  and  25  8-incii 
empty  shells.  At  8  a.  m.  backed  off  from  depot  and  ran  up  the 
Mississippi  River,  in  company  with  the  Tyler.  At  3  p.  m.  anchored 
off  Commerce,  Mo. 

August  21. — Ran  down  the  river  to  the  foot  of  Power’s  Island, 
having  heard  firing  in  that  direction,  where  we  found  a  ferryboat 
lying  by  the  bank.  Stood  down  and  anchored  off  Cairo. 

August  22. — At  midnight  Colonel  Oglesby  came  alongside  with  the 
intelligence  that  a  rebel  steamboat  was  lying  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  and 
at  the  same  time  putting  a  gentleman  on  board  who  knew  her.  At 
12  a.  m.  (midnight)  stood  up  the  river  for  Paducah,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  capturing  the  rebel ;  was  detained  one  and  one-half  hours  at 
the  grand  chain,  in  consequence  of  thick  weather;  arrived  at  Paducah 
at  7  a.  m.  The  steamer  IF.  B.  Terry ,  lying  alongside  the  wharf,  being 
pointed  out  as  the  rebel,  ran  alongside,  made  her  fast  to  the  Lexing¬ 
ton^  cut  her  lines,  rounded  off  into  the  river;  returned  and  arrived  at 
C  airo  with  the  prize  in  tow  and  delivered  her  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  United  States  forces  at  that  place.  At  10  p.  m.  standing 
up  the  Ohio  River  toward  Paducah. 

August  23. — Convoyed  the  steamer  Belle  Creole ,  of  Cincinnati, 
above  Paducah,  the  officer  of  that  boat  being  apprehensive  of  capture 
at  that  place.  Returned  to  usual  anchorage. 

August  21h — At  1  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  Mississippi 
for  Commerce ;  arrived  at  7 ;  found  the  Tyler  at  anchor  off  the  town. 
Tyler  proceeded  down  to  Cairo. 

August  26. — From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Some  eight  or  ten  shots  were  fired 
from  the  different  houses  in  Commerce,  which  were  returned  from 
the  boat  by  one  canister  and  one  round  shot. 
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August  28. — Arrived  at  Commerce  at  7  a.  m.  Gunboat  Tyler  left 
for  Cairo  at  8.  Steamer  M emphis  passed  down  at  5  p.  m. 

August  29. — Steamer  Memphis  passed  up  at  8 : 30  a.  m.,  landed  and 
gave  us  papers.  Steamer  Diadem  passed  down.  Steamer  Wash 
Graham  landed  alongside  with  troops  from  St.  Louis,  bound  for 
Caiio  at  11:30.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Proceeded  up  the  river  above 
Thebes  about  5  miles ;  rounded  to  and  proceeded  down  river.  Going 
down,  met  the  steamer  11  .  II .  B .  At  6  :  30  came  to  alongside,  received 
orders ;  got  underway  in  a  few  minutes^ bound  for  Cairo. 

August  31.  Passed  Columbus  at  5  p.  m.  Passed  Hickman  at  6 : 30, 
rounded  to  a  short  distance  below,  and  returned  past  Hickman.  At 
t  fired  two  shells  a  short  distance  below  Columbus,  Ivv. 

September  1. — Steamer  Des  Moines  arrived  at  Bird’s  Point  at  8  30 
a.  m.  with  troops,  on  board.  [Steamer]  Charles  Bowen  arrived  at 
Cairo  at  4  p.  m.  with  a  company  of  artillery. 

September  2. — Lying  off  Norfolk.  Steamer  G.  W.  Graham  arrived 
from  Cairo  with  a  regiment  of  troops  and  some  artillery.  At  11  a.  m. 
she  landed  two  companies,  who  went  out  reconnoitering,  and  on  their 
return  at  12  meridian  we  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  Rounded  to  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  at  1 : 30  p.  m.  and  waited  for 
steamer  Graham  to  land  troops  at  Belmont,  Mo. 

September  4-— Troops  on  the  Belmont ,  under  Colonel  Waagner, 
commenced  moving  at  8 : 30  a.  m.  Steamer  Graham  returned  at  9,  got 
underway  with  the  gun  shop  in  tow,  and  stood  down  the  river.  .  At 
10  :  30  came  in  sight  of  the  rebel  gunboat  Yankee ,  about  10  miles  below 
Columbus;  they  discovered  us  and  retreated  to  Hickman,  18  miles 
below  Columbus.  The  rebels  had  a  large  force  stationed  at  Hickman 
and  two  batteries  in  front  of  the  town.  When  within  about  4  miles 
of  Hickman  the  Yankee  opened  on  us.  We*  returned  the  fire  with 
shot  and  shell,  with  what  effect  we  could  not  tell.  The  batteries  on 
[shore]  also  opened  fire  and  we  rounded  to  and  stood  up  the  river. 
Passed  Columbus  at  2:30  p.  m. ;  several  shots  fired  from  above  and 
below  the  town.  We  returned  the  fire  with  one  shell  and  small  arms. 
At  6  arrived  at  Cairo. 

September  21. — At  Mound  City.  Steamer  Rob  Roy  came  up  from 
Cairo  at  10 :  30  a.  m.  with  orders  for  us  to  report  immediately  at  Cairo. 
Weighed  anchor  and  started  at  12  noon.  Arrived  at  Cairo  at  12 : 40 
p.  m.  Landed  at  Graham  wharf  boat  and  lay  a  few  minutes,  then  de¬ 
parted  down  the  river.  At  1 : 20  came  to  No.  1  island,  distance  G 
miles;  there  found  W.  II.  Brown ,  John  Galt ,  and  Rob  Roy  [steam¬ 
ers],  with  troops.  Passed  down  to  Norfolk  and  found  D.  A.  January 
with  troops;  then  went  on  down  as  far  as  Lucas  Bend  and  fired  a  few 
shells  along  the  shore;  then  rounded  to  and  proceeded  up  the  river 
a  few  miles  and  met  the  transport  boats  at  the  head  of  Island  No.  2. 
At  3:30,  lying  off  the  head  of  Island  No.  2,  in  company  with  four 
other  United  States  boats,  loaded  with  troops.  Left  at  4 :  20  and  pro- 
ceded  up  the  river.  Arrived  at  Cairo  at  5 : 30. 

September  22. — Steamer  Rob  Roy  came  alongside  at  4:20  p.  m. 
with  Commodore  Foote  on  board.  All  hands  were  called  on  deck 
and  he  addressed  officers  and  men  in  a  few  brief,  complimentary  re¬ 
marks  and  departed  at  4 :  45. 

September  24- — At  4  p.  m.  underway,  opposite  Caseyville.  Passed 
Shawneetown  at  1:30;  found  the  Stephen  Decatur  and  N.  W. 
T homas,  loaded  with  troops.  They  cast  loose  and  followed  after  the 
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gunboat.  An  artillery  company  fired  two  guns  on  the  shore.  Passed 
the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  at  3 : 15  p.  m. ;  beat  to  quarters  at  3 :  30,  just 
below  Union  Town,  and  stood  by  the  guns  until  we  passed  the  town. 

September  26. — Off  Owensboro.  At  8  a.  m.  proceeded  up  the  river 
bound  for  Hawesville  and  Cannelton.  The  Curlew  No.  2  passed 
down  at  9;  the  Ii.  V.  Gillan  and  the  Storm  proceeded  down  at  10, 
lashed  together,  the  Gillan  having  on  board  one  piece  of  artillery. 
From  8  to  midnight  :  A  skiff  came  alongside  with  a  communication 
from  Owensboro  and  returned  again  in  a  few  minutes. 

September  30. — From  4  to*  8  a.  m. :  Lying  at  Cairo.  Took  on 
board  50  32-pound  shell.  The  steamer  Rob  Roy  departed  for  Bird’s 
Point,  loaded  with  troops,  at  11  a.  m. 

October  7. — Off  Cairo.  At  10  a.  m.  headed  down  the  Mississippi 
River  as  far  as  Columbus,  where  we  found  the  rebels  strongly  forti¬ 
fied  on  the  top  of  Iron  Bluffs.  We,  in  company  with  the  Tyler .  fired 
twenty  shells  at  their  batteries,  which  they  returned.  We  then  pro- 
ceded  up  the  river  again  at  12. 

November  7. — Lying  at  anchor  in  Cook's  Bend,  8  miles  below  Cairo. 
Got  underway,  proceeded  down  the  river  a  short  distance,  but  re¬ 
turned  on  account  of  the  fog.  Calm  and  clear  at  0  a.  m.  At  7  rounded 
to  a  short  distance  above  Iron  Bluffs,  the  Tyler  above  us.  At  7:30 
standing  off  the  Missouri  shore,  commenced  landing  troops  from 
the  steamers  Memphis ,  Montgomery ,  Chancellor ,  Aleck  Scott ,  and 
Keystone.  At  8 : 45  commenced  firing  at  the  rebels  on  the  bluff.  Up 
to  11:30  fired  18  shells  and  1  shot.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Lying 
off  Iron  Bluffs  above  Columbus.  Clear  and  pleasant;  wind  light 
from  the  southwest.  Heavy  firing  on  the  Missouri  shore.  At  2 : 40 
the  troops  began  to  arrive  on  shore  and  embark  in  the  transports. 
At  4  the  rebels  appeared  and  began  to  fire  on  the  boats,  when  they 
backed  out  and  retreated  up  the  river.  From  4  to  6  p.  m :  Standing 
up  the  river.  Rounded  to  and  started  back  down  the  river;  went 
down  a  short  distance,  met  more  troops,  and  returned  back  up  the 
river.  From  G  to  8  p.  m.:  Lying  to  on  the  Missouri  shore,  taking- 
on  board  the  Twenty- seventh  Illinois  Regiment,  Colonel  Buford.  At 
7  got  all  the  troops  in  sight  on  board.  At  7 : 10  the  Tyler  came  up 
from  where  they  had  been  taking  on  troops.  We  hauled  in  our  sta¬ 
ging  and  followed  them  up  the  river.  At  7 :  30  came  to  off  the  steamer 
Chancellor,  taking  on  cavalry ;  they  cast  loose  on  our  arrival  and 
stood  up  the  river.  We  got  underway  again  and  followed  up  in  the 
rear.  From  8  to  midnight:  Underway  near  Cook’s  Bend  with 
Colonel  Buford’s  regiment  on  board,  with  several  wounded.  The 
Tyler  landed  at  the  head  of  No.  1  to  lav  until  morning.  Clear  and 
calm.  Arrived  at  Cairo  at  10 : 40  and  landed  at  the  wharf  boat,  put 
troops  ashore,  and  then  anchored  off  the  town  at  11 :  45. 

November  12r. — The  steamer  Montgomery  arrived  at  10:30  a.  m. 
loaded  with  Government  troops.  Seventeen  cars  loaded  with 
soldiers  arrived  at  11  a.  m. 

N ovember  id.— Off  Cairo.  A  barge  came  in  at  1 :  30  p.  m.  loaded 
with  infantry  and  cavalry. 

.  November  IT — The  steamer  Montgomery  arrived  from  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  at  10 : 45  a.  m.  loaded  with  Government  troops;  left  at  11 :  40 
and  went  over  to  Bird’s  Point. 

November  id.— Standing  up  the  river.  At  1 :  30  p.  m.  saw  some 
rebel  cavalry  on  the  Missouri  side  below  Price’s  Landing. 
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November  22. — At  8:10  a.  m.  the  Tyler  came  down  from  Mound 
City  and  came  to  off  Cairo.  At  8:40  a  boat  came  off  from  the 
Tyler ,  with  orders  for  us  to  get  underway  down  the  river.  At  10 
stood  down  the  Mississippi,  the  Tyler  a  short  distance  ahead.  At 
11 : 20  rounded  to  at  the-  foot  of  No.  4,  fired  4  shells,  then  stood  up 
the  river  following  the  Tyler. 

December  8. — Off  Fort  Holt.  At  7  a.  m.  eight  of  the  pontoon 
barges  came  drifting  down  the  river.  Several  shots  were  fired  from 
Fort  Holt  at  them,  one  32-pounder  shot  passing  through  the  side  and 
lodging  in  one  of  the  barges.  The  gunboats  Lexington  and  Tyler 
proceeded  after  them  and  brought  them  back.  From  8  to  meridian : 
Underway  up  the  river  with  four  barges  in  tow.  Arrived  at  Cairo, 
left  the  barges,  and  dropped  down  the  river  and  came  to  anchor  off 
F ort  Holt  at  9 :  30. 

December  12. — Off  Camp  Holt.  At  12 : 10  p.  m.  went  up  to  Cairo, 
took  on  board  Captain  Stembel  and  Commodore  Foote;  stood  down 
the  river  to  Fort  Holt,  where  the  Tyler  weighed  anchor  and  both 
proceeded  down  the  river  as  far  as  Cook’s  Bend;  saw  no  enemy. 
Stood  up  river  and  arrived  at  Fort  Holt  at  3:30;  met  gunboat  St. 
Louis ;  stood  down  the  river  in  company  with  the  Tyler  and  St. 
Louis.  Rounded  to  opposite  Norfolk.  At  4:30  St.  Louis  fired  two 
shots  for  experiment. 

January  2,  1862. — Off  Cairo.  Commander  Shirk  came  on  board 
and  took  command. 

January  /.—At  9:30  a.  m.  discovered  a  small  steamer  off  the 
foot  of  Island  No.  1,  standing  down  the  river.  At  10:20  rounded 
to  off  the  foot  of  Island  No.  3,  in  company  with  the  Essex ,  Tyler , 
and  tugs.  At  10:30  started  back  up  the  river.  At  11:20  dis¬ 
covered  a  small  rebel  steamer  coming  up  round  the  point  above  Bel¬ 
mont;  came  to  off  the  head  of  Island  No.  3.  At  11:45  the  rebel 
steamer  still  in  sight,  but  out  of  reach  of  our  guns.  At  12  the  Essex 
fired  one  of  her  guns  at  the  rebel  steamer,  but  could  not  reach  her. 

January  21. — At  12:20  a  soldier  came  down  in  a  canoe  and  re¬ 
ported  the  wagon  train  some  distance  farther  up  the  river.  Stood 
up  the  river.  Arrived  at  Crown  Point  at  1  p.  m.  and  found  the 
train  waiting.  At  2  got  underway ;  stood  up  the  river.  At  2 :  30  dis¬ 
covered  the  rebel  steamer  Dunbar  standing  up  the  river ;  gave  chase, 
but  could  not  overtake  her.  Fired  1  32-pound  shot  and  2  6-inch  shell 
at  her,  but  they  fell  short.  At  4  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Panther  Creek 
Island.  Opened  fire  3  miles  below  Fort  Henry;  fired  4  rounds. 
Rounded  to  and  stood  down  the  river  at  4 : 20.  Landed  at  Crown 
Point  at  5 : 20,  where  General  Smith’s  brigade  is  encamped. 

January  22. — At  9  a.  m.  General  Smith  came  on  board;  got  under¬ 
way  and  stood  up  the  river.  At  11:10  arrived  off  the  foot  of 
Panther  Creek  Island  and  stood  up  nearly  to  the  head.  Discovered 
two  steamers  at  the  fort.  Fired  2  shot  and  3  shell,  which  were 
returned  by  1  32-pound  shot  from  the  fort.  At  11 :  30  stood  down  the 
river. 

January  23. — General  Smith  moved  with  his  forces  this  morning. 

February  L — Steamers  passed  up  the  river  with  troops. 

February  5—  Passed  the  chain  at  6:30  a.  m.,  distance  from  Padu¬ 
cah  15  miles.  Saw  cavalry  encampment  at  the  foot  of  the  chain.  At 
10 : 15  landed  opposite  Aurora,  where  the  Chancellor  was  lying,  with 
troops  on  shore.  At  10 : 30  the  B  passed  up  with  troops.  At  12 :35 
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heard  heavy  firing;  cast  loose  from  shore  and  stood  up  the  river; 
came  to  anchor  at  3  off  the  flagship  Cincinnati ,  in  company  with  the 
St.  Louis ,  Essex ,  C  arondelet,  Tyler ,  and  Conestoga ,  and  the  trans¬ 
ports  City  of  Memphis ,  Iatan ,  Chancellor ,  f>,  Emerald ,  and  the  dis¬ 
patch  boat  Spitfire.  The  Aleck  Scott ,  January ,  and  Fanny  Bullitt 
arrived  with  troops.  At  8 :  20  p.  m.  discovered  a  bright  light  at  Fort 
Henry,  supposed  to  be  caused  by  the  rebels  destroying  something. 

February  6—  Off  Fisher’s  Landing.  At  8:10  a.  m.  stood  up  the 
river  a  short  distance  and  cast  anchor.  The  Minnehaha  came  up  the 
river  with  troops.  At  10  flagship  made  general  signal ;  answered  it. 
At  10:40  flagship  made  general  signal.  Weighed  anchor  and  stood 
up  the  river.  Arrived  off  the  foot  of  Panther  Creek  Island  at  12. 
From  meridian  to  4:  Warm  and  pleasant,  wind  due  west.  The  flag¬ 
ship  Cincinnati  opened  fire  on  Fort  Henry  at  12 :  27  p.  m.  We  com¬ 
menced  to  fire  at  12:30  p.  m.  Fired  from  No.  1  port  gun  29  times, 
from  No.  2  port  gun  twice,  starboard  No.  1  twice."  The  Essex 
dropped  down  past  us  at  1 :  10,  having  been  disabled  by  a  rebel  shot. 
Ceased  firing  at  1 :  35,  the  rebel  flag  being  lowered  in  token  of  surren¬ 
der.  Engagement  lasted  one  hour  and  eight  minutes.  We  fired  33 
rounds.  At  1 : 40  started  up  the  river  in  company  with  the  flagship 
Cincinnati ,  St.  Louis ,  C drondelet,  Conestoga ,  and  Tyler.  Arrived 
opposite  the  fort  at  2:20;  heard  musketry  in  the  distance.  At  2:30 
several  rebel  officers  came  down  the  river  to  surrender  to  the  flair- 
officer.  At  2 : 43  the  stars  and  stripes  were  once  more  raised  on  Ten¬ 
nessee  soil.  At  5  started  up  the  river  in  company  with  the  Tyler  and 
Conestoga »  At  7  the  Conestoga  stood  down  the  river  a  short  distance 
to  look  at  something  that  was  floating  down  the  river.  At  7 :  30  sev¬ 
eral  musket  shots  were  fired  at  us  from  the  shore.  Beat  to  quarters 
and  fired  three  shots  at  the  bridge.  We  passed  through  the  bridge 
with  the  Conestoga  at  9,  leaving  the  Tyler  to  watch  the  bridge.  At 
10 : 25  passed  a  rebel  steamer  on  fire,  being  so  far  burned  that  we 
coidd  not  save  her. 

February  7.— At  1 :  30  a.  m.  heard  the  Conestoga  fire  a  shot  and  saw 
the  light  of  a  burning  steamer.  At  2 : 45  arrived  at  the  wreck  of  two 
burning  steamers,  and  the  Conestoga  lying  just  above.  We  stopped 
there,  waiting  for  the  Tyler  to  come  up.  The  Tyler  came  up.  At  6 
stood  up  the  river.  At  9  the  Conestoga  landed  at  Hawesport  and 
took  down  a  secession  flag.  At  10 :  50  landed  at  Perry ville.  At  6 : 45 
was  fired  at  from  the  left-hand  shore  by  small  arms.  ‘  We  all  stopped, 
and  the  Conestoga  fired  one  shot  from  12-pounder  in  the  direction  of 
the  shot.  Sent  an  armed  boat  out  in  the  charge  of  Second  Master 
Dunn.  The  Conestoga  fired  three  shots  and  the  Tyler  one. 

February  8.  Standing  up  the  Tennessee  River.  Hove  in  sight  of 
Florence,  Ala.,  at  2 :  25  p.  m. ;  found  two  steamers  on  fire.  At  2:35  a 
musket  shot  was  fired  from  the  shore  and  the  C onestoga  replied  with 
a  round  shot.  Another  burning  steamer  came  drifting  down  from 
the  west  bank  of  the  river,  with  engines  reversed  and  running.  At 
2:  41  we  turned  head  downstream  to  keep  out  of  the  wav.  At  2:  50 
wind  blew  her  into  the  bank  and  we  turned  upstream  after  the 
Conestoga.  Arrived  at  the  bridge  at  3 : 35.  The  Conestoga  landed 
and  we  landed  under  her  stern.  At  4 : 15  shoved  off  from  shore.  The 
two  wrecks  were  cast  loose  and  drifted  down  the  river.  At  4:30 
landed  at  the  bridge  and  confiscated  a  lot  of  provisions. 
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February  10—  Cerro  Gordo  Landing,  Tenn.  At  12 : 15  arrived  at 
the  railroad  bridge,  and  in  attempting  to  pass  through  the  draw  with 
the  E astport  she  caught  the  pier  and  she  swung  against  the  bridge. 

F ebruary  11. — At  10  a.  m.  pulled  the  Eastport  clear  of  the  bridge 
and  dropped  her  through.  At  2 : 15  dropped  through  the  bridge  and 
got  underway  down  the  river.  At  3  arrived  off  Fort  Henry,  the 
steamers  Minnehaha ,  Hannibal ,  Emerald ,  City  of  Memphis ,  G.  W. 
Graham ,  Rob  Roy ,  Prairie  Rose ,  and  rebel  steamer  R.  M.  Patton 
lying  to  at  the  fort  and  the  Aleck  Scott  and  Wilson  putting  out  troops 
on  the  opposite  side.  The  steamer  Empress  started  up"  river  with 
some  troops  and  two  heavy  guns  from  the  fort.  Got  underway  at 
3 : 40  and  stood  down  the  river.  Met  the  White  Cloud  at  4.  loaded 
with  troops.  At  4:30  met  the  Fairchild ,  Baltic ,  Adams ,  and  Tutt, 
with  troops  for  Fort  Henry.  At  6  passed  Birmingham.  At  7:05 
passed  the  chain.  Met  two  sternwheel  boats  loaded  with  troops. 

February  13. — Underway  up  the  Mississippi  River. 

F ebruary  16. — On  the  ways  at  Carondelet. 

February  22. — Landed  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  at  5:20  p.  m. 

February  23. — Standing  down  the  river. 

February  28. — At  10  p.  m.  saw  the  reflection  of  some  large  fire  on 
the  left-hand  shore  some  distance  from  the  river,  supposed  to  be 
caused  by  the  rebels  destroying  some  property.  At  1 1  : 30  arrived  at 
Savannah,  Tenn.,  and  landed  under  the  Tyler.  The  Izetta  landed  up 
ahead.  Sent  out  pickets  and  made  preparations  to  stay  all  night. 

March  1. — From  meridian  to  4:  Cloudy,  wind  south.  At  Pitts¬ 
burg  [Landing?]  rebel  battery  opened  fire  at  1:08.  The  Tyler 
returned  the  fire  immediately  and  we  opened  with  No.  1  starboard 
gun  at  1:10.  Fired  75  rounds.  The  rebel  battery  ceased  firing  at 
1 : 45  p.  m.,  when  we  ran  up  close  to  shore  and  began  to  fire  grape. 
Saw  rebels  on  the  hill.  Sent  the  launch  and  cutter  with  troops  ashore 
at  2:55  under  the  charge  of  Second  Master  M.  Dunn.  The  rebels 
were  in  strong  force  under  the  hills  and  fired  on  our  men,  who  were 
forced  to  retreat  to  their  boats  and  returned  on  board  at  2 : 40,  bring¬ 
ing  one  wounded  man  belonging  to  the  Tyler.  Turned  downstream 
at  3:25.  A  skiff  hailed  from  shore  at  3:35,  stopped  for  it  to  come 
alongside ;  3  Union  men  came  on  board.  On  calling  the  roll  we  found 
3  of  our  men  missing. 

March  A — At  5  a.  m.  cast  loose  (from  Cairo),  got  underway  down 
the  river  in  company  with  the  towboats  Erie  and  Ilammitt ,  towing 
the  mortar  boats.  At  6:30  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Lucas’  Bend  in 
sight  of  Columbus,  in  company  with  5  iron  gunboats,  4  mortar  boats, 
3  Aowboats,  and  1  propeller.  At  6 :  50  the  flagship  made  signal, 
which  was  answered  from  the  other  boats.  At  7 :  30  the  Aleck  Scott 
and  Illinois  came  down  with  troops.  At  9  the  gunboats  dropped 
below'  the  batteries.  At  9 :  50  the  dispatch  boat  Spitfire  came  up 
and  reported  Columbus  evacuated  by  the  rebels  and  that  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Illinois  Regiment  had  taken  possession  of  the  place  on  Monday 
evening. 

March  7. — At  11:05  a.  m.  came  in  sight  of  Pittsburg  Landing 
and  discovered  that  the  rebels  had  up  a  flag  of  truce.  Answered 
it  and  sent  the  cutter  on  shore  in  charge  of  Mr.  Dunn  to  see  what 
was  wanting.  Cutter  returned  in  a  few  minutes  with  a  written  com¬ 
munication  for  Captain  Gwin.  At  11:45  rounded  to  and  stood 
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down  the  river;  no  troops  in  sight.  At  12  meridian  landed  at 
Savannah. 

March  8. — Landed  at  Craven’s  Landing  at  6 :  25  p.  m.  and  put  on 
shore  provisions  for  the  Union  people  who  had  been  run  in  by  the 
secession  cavalry. 

March  9. — Lying  to  at  Craven’s  Landing  to  keep  the  rebel  cavalry 
from  attacking  some  of  the  country  people  who  had  fled  from  their 
homes  to  keep  from  being  pressed  into  the  rebel  army.  Cast  loose 
and  got  underway  up  the  river.  At  9  landed  at  Chalk  Bluffs;  took 
refugees  on  board  and  landed  them  at  Savannah.  At  1:15  left  Sa¬ 
vannah  with  Colonel  Worthington  and  aids  on  board  and  stood  up 
the  river.  At  2:30  p.  m.  came  in  sight  of  Pittsburg  Landing  and 
fired  starboard  battery,  firing  9  rounds.  Ceased  firing  at  2:45;  not 
receiving  any  answer,  rounded  to  and  stood  down  the  river. 

March  10. — At  10 :  20  a.  m.  stood  down  the  river.  At  10 :  55  landed 
at  Chalk  Bluffs  to  try  and  get  some  information  in  regard  to  the 
movements  of  the  rebels.  Took  on  some  men  that  the  rebels  were  in 
pursuit  of.  Landed  at  Craven’s  Landing.  At  12  the  Golden  State 
came  down  with  troops  and  landed.  At  2 :  50  p.  m.  stood  up  the  river 
with  10  of  the  Forty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteers.  At  3:40  landed  at 
Chalk  Bluffs  and  took  on  board  some  small  arms.  Lay  a  short  time 
and  went  up  the  river.  At  5  landed  at  Savannah,  put  off  the  refu¬ 
gees,  and  made  fast  to  the  other  shore.  At  6 :  25  sent  the  cutter  and 
launch  to  the  B.  J.  Adams  and  brought  off  men  to  station  out  for 
pickets.  At  6 : 45  they  were  called  in  and  returned  to  the  Adams. 

March  11. — Lying  to  off  Savannah.  Golden  Gate  arrived  with 
troops.  Transports  continue  to  arrive  with  troops  through  the  day. 

March  12. — Underway  up  the  Tennessee  River.  Passed  Pitts¬ 
burg  Landing  at  1:50  a.  m. ;  fired  one  8-inch  shell.  From  4  to  8 : 
Alongside  the  Tyler  at  Boyd’s  Landing,  about  10  miles  below  East- 
port;  put  150  shells  on  board  of  her.  Stood  up  river.  At  7:20  came 
in  sight  of  Chickasaw,  and  the  Tyler  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  works. 
The  fort  returned  the  fire,  and  we. then  opened  fire  on  them.  Fired 
215  rounds.  At  8 : 30  stood  down  the  river  after  the  Tyler.  At 
10  :50  fired  one  shell  at  Crump’s  landing.  Landed  at  Savannah 
with  the  Tyler.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Stood  down  the  river; 
met  a  number  of  steamers.  At  7  stood  off  Crump’s  Landing  to 
wait  for  transports.  At  10  five  transports  arrived  from  Savannah 
and  commenced  landing  troops.  Fired  one  8-inch  shell  into  the 
woods  above  where  troops  were  being  landed. 

March  13. — Last  transport  arrived  at  3:30  a.  m.  At  7:30  the 
Goody  Friends  came  up  from  Savannah  and  reported  reinforce¬ 
ments  coming  up.  At  8  the  transports  commenced  leaving  Crump’s 
Landing  and  going  to  the  opposite  side  for  fear  of  an  attack. 

March  Ilf,. — Passed  Pittsburgh  at  4:40  p.  m.  Fired  three  shell. 
Rounded  to  a  short  distance  above  and,  in  passing  down,  fired  two 
shell.  Landed  a  short  distance  above  Crump’s  Landing. 

March  15.  Lying  to  opposite  Crump’s  Landing  guarding  the 
transports. 

March  19. — At  9  a.  m.  landed  at  Clifton.  Sent  out  Mr.  Dunn  in 
charge  of  a  squad  of  men  and  found  some  contraband  goods;  had 
them  hauled  to  the  river  and  put  on  board  the  Boston.  The  Boston 
got  underway  and  stood  down  the  river  and  we  immediately  after. 
At  11.35  landed  at  East  Perryville,  Tenn.  At  4:10  p.  m.  landed 
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and  destroyed  Napier  and  Weyler’s  ferry  flats.  At  5 : 10  landed  at 
Wagoner’s  Ferry  and  ordered  him  not  to  ferry  any  more.  At  5:25 
passed  the  J.  W.  Hillman  lying  to  at  the  Northwestern  Railroad 
with  troops.  At  6  stopped  at  Reynoldsville  and  burned  horse  ferry¬ 
boat. 

March  2 If.. — At  2:55  p.  m.  came  to  4  miles  below  Eastport,  Miss. 
The  Tyler  opened  fire  on  an  earthwork  on  the  point  of  a  hill  which 
has  the  appearance  of  a  masked  battery.  We  opened  fire  at  3:05 
and  fired  24  rounds ;  receiving  no  answer,  ceased  firing  at  3 : 53. 
Captain  Shirk  went  on  board"  the  Tyler  to  consult  with  Captain 
Gwin,  who  reported  seeing  two  guns  inside  the  earthwork. 

March  25.- — Landed  at  Northwestern  Railroad,  and,  after  stopping 
a  few  minutes,  passed  on  down  the  river.  At  6:35  a.  m.  met  the 
Meteor  loaded  with  troops.  At  8  met  the  Fanny  Bullitt  loaded 
with  cavalry  and  artillery. 

March  27. — Off  Savannah.  The  D.  G.  Taylor  arrived  with  troops. 
We  left  at  4  p.  m.,  standing  up  the  river.  At  6 : 15  met  the  Sunshine 
with  troops.  At  6:45  met  the  Continental  with  troops.  Passed 
Decatur  F urnace  at  12:05;  stopped  opposite  Clifton  and  at  1  de¬ 
stroyed  two  ferryboats.  At  8 :  45  the  A.  McDowell  landed  at  Savan¬ 
nah  with  cavalry  on  board. 

March  29. — At  11:10  a.  m.  left  Perry ville,  stood  up  the  river; 
stopped  opposite  Patriot  and  destroyed  a  ferryboat.  Stopped  at 
Culp’s  Landing  and  destroyed  a  ferryboat. 

March  30. — At  5:25  a.  m.  standing  up  the  river  in  company  with 
the  Tyler.  At  8 : 10  called  to  quarters  near  the  rebel  battery.  After 
the  Tyler  had  fired  a  few  shot  we  returned  down  the  river  at  10. 
At  11,  while  passing  Wynn’s  Landing,  several  shots  were  fired  at  us 
from  the  shore;  we  returned  the  fire  with  shell  and  grape.  At  12, 
meridian,  landed  at  Boyd’s  Landing.  At  2:45  the  Empress  arrived 
with  troops  and  cattle. 

March  31. — At  10 : 15  a.  m.  came  to  off  the  mouth  of  Horse  Creek ; 
went  ashore  in  launch  and  destroyed  a  small  ferryboat. 

April  1. — At  6 : 25  a.  m.  landed  at  Moore’s ;  took  Mr.  Moore  on 
board  by  order  of  Captain  Gwin  and  stood  up  the  river.  The 
Empress  and  Tecumseh  came  up  with  us  at  9 : 20  with  troops  on 
board.  Underway  up  the  Tennessee  River,  towing  the  Cairo.  At 
1:30  p.  m.  cast  loose  from  the  Cairo  and  called  to  quarters.  Com¬ 
menced  firing  at  1 :  30,  and  at  2 :  33  the  Cairo  signaled  to  cease  firing. 
We  fired  45  rounds  without  getting  any  response  from  the  enemy. 
Rounded  to  at  6 : 40  and  stood  down  the  river. 

April  2. — At  8 :  40  a.  m.  the  N .  W.  Thomas  started  up  the  river  with 
troops. 

April  3. — At  10 :  30  a.  m.  stopped  at  Carrollville  and  destroyed  two 
small  ferryboats.  Passed  Clifton;  came  to  off  Eagle  Nest  Island; 
sent  launch  ashore  to  destroy  a  small  ferryboat, 

April  — At  Pittsburg  at  11:50  a.  m.  The  Crescent  City  and 
Planet  arrived  with  troops. 

April  5. — Arrived  at  Crump’s  at  4:50  a.  m.  The  McDowell  came 
down  at  5  :  50  and  landed  with  troops.  The  W ar  Eagle  came  up  with 
troops.  At  11  the  Planet  passed  with  troops.  The  steamer  Fort 
Wayne  passed  up,  loaded  with  pontoon  boats. 
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April  6—  Off  Crump’s  Landing.  From  8  to  meridian :  Heavy 
firing  heard  all  the  morning  in  the  direction  of  Pittsburg.  The 
John  Ramm  passed  down  and  reported  fighting  at  Pittsburg.  Got 
underway  and  stood  down  the  river  and  came  to  a  short  distance 
above  Pittsburg,  near  the  Tyler.  At  10:30  the  Tyler  stood  up  the 
river  and  returned.  Men  coming  in  report  our  loss  heavy.  The  firing 
still  continues  without  cessation.  Several  shots  have  fallen  in  the 
river  close  to  us.  Men  still  coming  in,  great  many  of  them  wounded. 
They  report  that  the  rebels  are  getting  the  better  of  us  on  the  left 
wing.  Rounded  to  at  12 : 15  and  stood  down  the  river.  Arrived  at 
Crump’s  at  12:  50.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Fort  Wayne  passed  up  with  pon¬ 
toon  boats  on  board.  Arrived  at  Pittsburg  at  4.  The  Tyler  com¬ 
menced  shelling  the  woods  at  4 : 15.  At  4 :  30  we  commenced,  fired  12 
rounds.  At  4 : 37  stood  down  the  river;  stopped  opposite  Pittsburg 
to  take  Captain  Hurd  on  board.  Dropped  down  after  the  Tyler  at 
5 : 45.  Heavy  firing  on  shore.  At  6  the  rebels  opened  fire  on  Pitts¬ 
burg;  we  returned  it  by  shot  and  shell.  Fired  32  rounds,  when,  not 
hearing  any  more  firing,  we  ceased  at  6 : 10.  Stood  down  the  river ; 
everything  quiet.  Stood  up  the  river  and  arrived  at  Pittsburg  at 
10.  At  10: 15  two  transports  came  up  with  troops;  4  boats  arrived 
with  troops. 

April  7'. — At  1  a.  m.  went  up  and  took  position  with  the  Tyler  and 
commenced  firing  one  shell  every  seventeen  minutes.  Ceased  firing 
at  5:30;  went  on  shore  and  brought  off  in  the  cutter  a  wounded  man 
belonging  to  the  Twelfth  Illinois,  and  put  him  aboard  the  hospital 
boat  ITannibal.  Firing  on  shore  heavy,  with  cheering  all  along  the 
line. 

April  11. — Arrived  at  Hamburg;  put  some  men  on  shore.  Some 
rebel  cavalry  fired  upon  them.  Dropped  out  in  the  stream  and  re¬ 
turned  it  with  shell ;  fired  three  rounds,  landed,  and  took  our  men  on 
board. 
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[Telegram.] 

Memphis,  April  18 ,  1861. 

It  was  telegraphed  from  Washington  to  Cairo  to-day  that  Cairo 
will  be  made  base  of  operations  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  several 
Southern  ports  will  be  blockaded. 

M.  C.  Galloway. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker. 


Letter  from  the  governor  of  Tennessee  to  the  Secretary  of  War , 
regarding  the  erection  of  batteries  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers. 

Executive  Department, 
Nashville ,  Tenn.,  April  22,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  19th  instant,  suggesting  the 
probability  of  an  invasion  of  our  borders  at  points  along  the^Ohio 
or  Mississippi  rivers,  and  requesting  the  privilege  of  erecting  batter- 
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ies  at  eligible  points  along  the  banks  of  these  rivers  as  a  means  of 
defense,  has  been  received  and  briefly  answered  by  telegraph.  Ap¬ 
preciating  the  necessity  of  such  defenses  as  you  suggest,  I  had,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  ordered  Lieutenant  Dunnington, 
recently  of  the  United  States  Navy,  to  take  observations  of  the  river 
and  report  to  me  the  most  eligible  sites  for  the  erection  of  one  or  more 
batteries.  I  have  this  day  written  to  him  at  Memphis,  and  also  to 
Colonels  Wright  and  Smith,  acquainting  them  with  your  request, 
informing  them  of  my  cordial  assent  to  it,  and  instructing  them  to 
confer  with  any  authorities  who  may  be  sent  by  you  there  with  the 
view  of  facilitating  the  matter  as  far  as  may  be  within  their  power. 
I  fully  appreciate  your  suggestions  with  regard  to  our  common  dan¬ 
gers,  and  cordially  reciprocate  your  sentiments  concerning  the  mutual 
interests,  sympathy,  and  destiny  of  the  citizens  of  my  State  and  of 
your  Government.  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  will  confer  freely  and 
cooperate  most  cordially  as  far  as  may  be  within  my  power  in  every¬ 
thing  looking  to  a  defense  of  our  rights  and  an  ample  redress  of  any 
injuries  that  may  be  inflicted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 

Isham  G.  Harris. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War ,  G.  S.  A. 


[Telegram.] 

Memphis,  April  26,  1861. 

Randolph,  [Tenn.],  is  the  most  eligible  situation  for  a  battery  to 
protect  Memphis.  Captain  [Philip]  Stockton  considers  his  instruc¬ 
tions  as  restricting  him  to  a  point  nearer  Memphis.  Will  you  author¬ 
ize  him  to  exercise  his  own  judgment  and  construct  at  Randolph? 

Gin.  J.  Pillow. 

L.  P.  Walker. 


[Telegram.] 


Nashville,  April  26,  1861. 

A  boat  bound  from  St.  Louis  to  Nashville,  with  powder  and  lead 
on  board  for  Tennessee,  was  captured  by  the  steamer  Svmllow  near 
Cairo,  said  to  be  by  order  of  the  governor  of  Illinois.  Is  it  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  that  you  withdraw  1,500  of  the  3,000  guns  sent  me 
from  Louisville? 

Isham  G.  PIarris. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker. 
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Letter  from  Major  Gorgas ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  re¬ 
garding  Federal  operations  on  Mississippi  River. 

War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Ordnance  Office ,  Montgomery,  \_Ala.~],  April  29, 1861. 

General:  .1  think  it  111,7  fluty  to  call  your  attention  to  what  seems 
to  me  the  object  of  the  troops  now  assembling  at  Cairo. 

It  is  known  that  75,000  men  have  been  called  out  by  the  United 
States  Executive,  and  he  has  probably  5,000  regulars  disposable,  per¬ 
haps  more,  making  an  aggregate  of  at  least  80,000.  Of  this  levy  the 
contingents  from  New  England  and  from  New  York  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  (Eastern)  are  hurrying  on  to  Washington.  But  none  of  the 
troops  from  west  of  the  Alleghanies  are  known  to  have  gone  east¬ 
ward.  The  only  rendezvous  so  far  heard  of  is  Cairo.  As  the  levies 
on  the  States  north  and  west  of  the  Ohio  and  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  must  amount  to  quite  one-half  of  the  whole  number,  it  is  fair 
to  presume  that  40,000  men  are  hastening  to  the  Ohio,  while  the 
other  half  of  the  levy  is  covering  Washington. 

Assume  that  they  are  concentrating  at  Cairo,  as  information  leads 
us  to  suspect,  what  can  be  the  object  of  assembling  so  formidable  a 
force?  Not,  certainly,  to  hold  Cairo  and  cut  off  the  communication 
with  St.  Louis?  So  great  a  force  can  have  but  one  object — to  descend 
the  Mississippi,  take  New  Orleans,  and,  with  the  cooperation  of  a 
fleet,  besiege  and  take  Forts  St.  Philip  and  Jackson.  There  would 
be  no  need  of  protecting  their  communications,  because  they  would 
make  the  fleet  their  base  of  operations,  and  with  New  Orleans  in  their 
possession  would  be  unassailable. 

To  avoid  so  great  a  calamity  it  would  be  necessary  to  fortify  some 
point,  as  Columbus  or  Richmond  [Hickman?]  (60  or  70  miles  above 
Memphis),  lining  the  banks  of  the  river  with  cannon  and  covering 
them  with  land  works — an  intrenched  camp,  capable  of  holding 
30,000  men.  With  this  the  passage  of  the  river  could  not  be  effected, 
and  there  would  be  no  use  in  turning  such  a  work,  since  nothing  could 
be  effected  below  it  without  a  flotilla. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Gorgas, 

Major,  etc.,  in  charge  of  Engineer  Bureau. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Nashville,  May  8,  1861. 

We  need  temporarily  at  Memphis  the  assistance  of  several  good 
artillery  officers.  We  are  threatened  with  an  early  descent  down  the 
Mississippi  with  an  armament  of  floating  battery.  If  at  your  dis¬ 
posal,  order  them  to  Memphis  at  once. 

Isham  G.  Harris. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker. 
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Report  of  M ajor-General  Pillow ,  G.  S.  Army ,  regarding  affairs  in 

T  ennessee. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Memphis ,  \Tenn.,\  June  20, 1861. 

I  have  now  in  the  field  all  the  force  we  can  possibly  arm.  You 
have  here  2,000  flint-lock  muskets,  which  I  ask  your  permission  to 
issue.  We  are  in  the  Confederate  States  Government,  as  you  know, 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  popular  vote — say  70,000 — and  our  army 
is  a  part  of  the  forces  of  the  Confederate  States,  subject  to  your 
orders.  I  suppose  we  have  30,000  men  in  the  State  who  have  ten¬ 
dered  their  services — more  than  we  have  the  means  of  arming.  Can 
you  permit  me  to  issue  these  arms?  I  telegraphed  you  some  time 
since.  In  reply  you  said  the  President  had  written  to  Governor 
Harris.  Governor  Harris  informs  me  that  he  has  not  received  any 
letter  from  the  President.  I  have  my  defensive  works  here  nearly 
completed,  and  we  have  on  hand  in  the  State  about  15,000  armed  men, 
and  this  force  would  be  materially  strengthened  if  the  Arkansas  and 
Tennessee  troops  were  under  the  same  officer,  so  that  the  forces  of 
both  States  could  be  concentrated  upon  a  threatened  approach  of  the 
enemy.  With  these  forces  united  we  could  advance  in  a  short 
time  to  the  relief  of  Missouri.  I  have  applied  to  the  governor  of 
the  State  for  permission  to  assume  the  offensive  just  as  soon  as  I 
can  be  assured  of  my  position  here.  I  am  preparing  to  effectually 
blockade  the  river  at  Randolph  by  a  ship  cable  chain,  supported  by 
buoys,  anchors,  etc.  This  barricade  will  arrest  any  fleet  of  boats 
that  may  attempt  a  descent  of  the  river  under  my  batteries,  so  that 
my  guns  will  sink  and  burn  them  up  with  hot  shot.  I  have  six  bat¬ 
teries,  mounting  about  thirty  heavy  guns,  completed.  All  my  de¬ 
fensive  works  will  be  completed  this  week,  and  I  can  be  prepared  to 
advance  to  the  assistance  of  Missouri  in  a  few  days.  I  can  dislodge 
the  Cairo  forces,  and  will  do  it  if  authority  is  given  for  that  purpose 
and  I  am  allowed  to  use  the  Arkansas  forces.  Before  assuming  the 
offensive,  I  deem  it  prudent  to  strengthen  the  forces  at  Union  City,  as 
I  shall  require  a  portion  of  that  force  to  go  forward.  Please  answer 
as  promptly  as  your  other  engagements  will  permit  and  say  if  I  can 
be  allowed  to  issue  the  flint-lock  muskets;  and  if  I  can  advance  into 
Missouri,  turning  Kentucky;  and  if  the  forces  at  Corinth  and  Ar¬ 
kansas  can  be  placed  under  my  orders  for  a  forward  movement.  I 
send  this  dispatch  by  Major  [John  D.]  Martin,  who  will  apply  to 
you  for  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  for  the  service  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States.  He  is  a  talented  and  highly  accomplished  officer  and 
gentleman,  and  I  warmly  recommend  him  as  fitted  to  command  a  reg¬ 
iment,  and  hope  you  will  commission  him. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gid.  J.  Piei  .GW, 

M  ajor-General,  Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War ,  C.  S. 

P.  S. — If  the  President  has  not  yet  ordered  the  McRae  up,  let  it  be 
done  as  promptly  as  possible.  They  have  an  armed  steam  tug  at 
Cairo  that  is  sweeping  the  river  above  my  batteries,  seizing  all  the 
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steamboats,  completely  controlling  everything  out  of  reach  of  my 
batteries.  They,  to-night,  seized  the  steamer  Kentucky ,  belonging 
to  this  city.  We  can  not  approach  the  Missouri  shore,  and  yet  my 
Government  has  just  approved  of  my  purpose  to  go  forward  to  the 
relief  of  Missouri.  I  must  have  the  support  of  the  Corinth  forces 
and  the  Arkansas  troops.  Give  me  power  and  I  will  advance  to  the 
relief  of  Missouri. 

Gid.  J.  Pillow, 

Major-General ,  Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Mills ,  (J .  A.  Navy ,  regarding 

of  arms. 


the  purchase 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  26 ,  1861. 

I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  requisition  for  $10,000 
made  out  in  my  favor  and  forwarded  to  this  place.  The  delay  at¬ 
tending  the  arrival  of  this  draft  prevented  my  purchasing  as  many 
arms  as  1  had  engaged;  but  there  are  several  persons  in  the  market* 
purchasing  arms,  and  the  owners  of  them  in  many  of  them  were 
unwilling  to  refuse  the  ready  money  offered  bv  purchasers  and  keen 
the  arms  waiting  the  arrival  of  my  draft.  I  have,  however,  suc¬ 
ceeded  m  purchasing  a  few  rifles  here,  and  have  shipped  them  to 
r  ort  Smith.  11 

I  shall  leave  the  city  to-morrow  for  South  Carolina  and  North 
Carolina,  In  the  latter  State  I  expect  to  procure  all  the  rifles  I  need 
1  shall  keep  the  Department  at  all  times  advised  of  my  whereabouts’ 
and  hope  to  be  able  to  report  at  Richmond  in  a  month  from  now. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary. ;  of  1  Yar. 


Thos.  B.  Mills, 

G.  S.  Navy. 


Tetter  from  Lieutenant  Brown, ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Polk 
C.  S.  Army  regarding  measures  on  foot  for  procuring  ordnance 
and  ammunition. 


„  T  .  Richmond,  Va.,  July  30, 1861. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  will  go  to  Norfolk 
1  uesday  evening  with  an  order  on  the  commandant  there  for  fiftv 
heavy  32-pounder  guns  and  that  I  shall  hurry  these  West  as  quicldv 
as  T  can  I  beg  leave  further  to  add  that  there  are  reports  here  of 
extraordinary  preparations  going  on  on  the  Ohio  River  m  the  wav 
of  gunboats.  I  fear  that  the  workshops  of  New  Orleans  will  be 
taxed  to  the  utmost  to  supply  gun  carriages  for  defenses  below 
Possibly  at  Holly  Springs,  at  Florence,  Ala.,  and  Nashville  thev 
may  be  able  to  aid  us  m  preparing  such  carriages.  No  time  is  to  be 

to?  Wph  r6gaid  t0  °m7lver  fortifications.  I  have  500  shells  ordered 
from  Pensacola— the  fuzes  go  from  here— and  I  have  the  prospect 
by  October  of  a  battery  of  rifled  30-pounders.  Powder  is  the  a?eat 
want,  and  they  are  actually  looking  to  Tennessee  to  supply  this^part 
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of  the  country.  Can  we  not  continue  to  draw  some  supply  of  this 
article  from  above  ?  I  sent  a  telegraphic  message  to-day  announcing 
my  success  so  far  regarding  the  guns. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

I.  N.  Brown, 
Lieutenant ,  G.  S.  Navy. 

Major-General  Polk, 

Comdg.  Department  No.  2 ,  Memphis ,  Term. 


Letter  from,  Lieutenant  Brown ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Polk , 
C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  disposition  of  guns. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  August  2 , 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  your  information  that  there  will 
be  some  little  delay  in  getting  the  fifty  guns  forward  for  want  of 
transportation.  It  will,  perhaps,  be  to-day  week  before  the  last  ship¬ 
ment  can  go  from  here.  I  regret  to  find  that  these  guns  will  have  to 
be  transferred  at  Bristol,  Tenn.,  to  other  cars,  by  which  some  further 
delay  will  be  experienced.  I  shall  go  to  Richmond  on  Monday  to 
ask  from  President  Davis  an  order  for  a  share  for  our  river  defenses 
of  the  many  fine  things  preparing  here  for  the  enemy.  Had  your 
requisition  been  delayed  but  a  few  days,  the  last  gun  would  perhaps 
have  gone  from  here  to  defend  some  creek  or  inlet  which  I  have 
never  heard  of,  and  which,  if  the  enemy  were  so  idle  as  to  think  of 
entering,  could  have  no  influence  upon  the  fate  of  the  war.  I  fear 
that  all  the  best  guns  have  gone  to  places  of  secondary  importance, 
and  that  the  best  projectiles  are  to  follow  in  the  same  direction.  To 
divert  some  of  them  to  our  own  part  of  the  country  I  will  (though 
not  specially  authorized  by  you)  do  what  I  can.  I  wish  that  the 
chief  of  ordnance  for  department  No.  2  could  contract  for  seasoned 
ash  timber  to  make  rammers  and  sponge  staffs  and  heads.  This 
timber  might  be  fire-seasoned  in  a  few  days.  I  am  sure  we  should 
have  a  strong  battery  near  the  Narrows  [Mississippi  River?],  at 
the  lower  part  of  Randolph  Bluffs,  and  this  without  weakening  the 
Fulton  defenses.  Professor  Maury,  C.  S.  Navy,  tells  me  that  he  is 
coming  West  to  plant  submarine  batteries  or  magazines.  There  is  no 
place  from  Cairo  to  New  Orleans,  in  my  opinion,  so  suitable  for  these 
as  at  the  lower  point  of  the  Randolph  Bluffs.  I  took  the  liberty  of 
saying  something  in  my  note  from  Richmond  regarding  the  general 
scarcity  of  powder,  which  is  to  be,  I  fear,  the  most  serious  want  of 
the  Confederacy.  If  there  should  be  any  additional  supplies  received 
from  the  Ohio  country,  I  hope  the  Ordnance  Department  may  think 
of  subjecting  it  to  proof  trial  before  paying  for  it.  If  in  these  notes, 
which  I  may  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  to  you,  I  should  some¬ 
times  seem  to  go  beyond  the  strict  bounds  of  my  official  position,  I 
trust  that  you  will  see  in  my  doing  so  no  want  of  respect  for  your 
superior  authority  and  information,  but  a  zeal  only  to  do  what  I  can 
for  our  cause. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

I.  N.  Brown, 

Lieutenant ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Major-General  L.  Polk, 

Comdg.  Department  No.  2 ,  Memphis ,  Tenn. 
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[Telegram.] 

Memphis,  August  3,  1861. 

(Via  Chattanooga.) 

I  am  informed  that  three  of  the  gunboats  built  at  Cincinnati  came 
over  the  falls  at  New  Albany,  where  they  were  to  complete  their 
armament  and  drop  down  at  once  to  Cairo.  Seven  steamboats  loaded 
with  troops  left  St.  Louis  yesterday  for  Bird’s  Point  and  Cairo. 
Fremont  is  concentrating  a  force  at  Cairo  and  Cape  Girardeau.  My 
force  greatly  needs  strengthening.  Will  you  not  order  [Daniel  R.] 
Russell’s  and  the  other  Mississippi  regiments  and  any  other  forces  at 
your  command  in  the  State  of  Alabama  or  Mississippi  or  Louisiana, 
that  are  disposable,  to  report  to  me  without  delay?  Russell’s  has 
not  yet  moved.  Will  you  please  reply  to  my  application  for  a  quar¬ 
termaster?  I  have  none,  and  Captain  Stockton  has  been  detailed 
as  my  inspector-general,  and  I  have  detailed  Major  [Lewis  G.] 
De  Russy  to  act  in  his  place  as  chief  of  engineers.  The  latter  is  not 
available,  therefore,  as  quartermaster.  I  have  nominated  Mr.  A.  S 
Shepherd  as  quartermaster  with  the  rank  of  major.  Mr.  S.  is  the  best 
man  I  can  procure  for  that  office.  I  propose  also  to  have  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Confederate  service  the  ordnance  corps  of  Tennessee. 
As  it  stands  it  is  very  efficiently  organized,  and  we  want  it  all  for 
supplying  any  order  and  the  neighboring  commands.  I  wish  Cap¬ 
tain  M.  H.  Wright,  late  of  the  United  States  Ordnance  Corps,  to  be 
my  chief,  if  possible.  I  should  like  their  appointments  immediately. 
I  have  again  to  urge  on  the  Department  to  send  me  more  troops. 

L.  Polk. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Polk ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  N avy ,  requesting  that  Lieutenant  Garter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  he  per¬ 
mitted  to  remain  in  his  department. 

Columbus,  Ky.,  September  25,  1861. 
Sir:  I  am  to-day  in  receipt  of  your  orders,  through  Captain 
Buchanan,  directing  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  report 
to  Flag-Officer  Hollins  for  duty  at  New  Orleans.  I  desire  to  say  that 
I  have  respectfully  to  request,  if  the  interests  of  the  service  will  not 
be  compromised  by  it,  that  Lieutenant  Carter  be  permitted  to  remain 
on  duty  in  this  department. 

The  gunboats  the  enemy  have  now  in  the  Mississippi  River  are 
gu.viiig  us  most  serious  annoyance,  and  I  find  it  indispensable,  to 
check  tfte&r  movements  and  to  protect  our  transports,  to-  have  an 
armed  boat  under  my  command.  Without  its  aid  our  operations 
would  be  very  seriously7  obstructed,  if  not  to  an  extent  paralyzed.  As 
a  necessity,  therefore,  I  Dave  purchased  a  strong  river  boat,  which  I 
have  secured  at  a  low  cost;  and  have  sent  it  to  New  Orleans,  under 
the  care  of  Lieutenant  CauTr  to  be  cut  down  and  prepared  for  an 
armament.  01 

This  work  is  now  nearly  competed,  and  as  Lieutenant  Carter, 
who  has  been  some  time  past  in  sen  Ae  fn  this  region,  has  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  our  wants  and  how  to  meet  them,  A  have  respectfully  to  rep¬ 
resent  that  I  should  be  glad  to  have  him  continued  under  my  com- 
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mand  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  this  gunboat,  and  that  he 
be  relieved  from  the  operation  of  the  order  above  alluded  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  Polk, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Major-General  Polk ,  C.  S.  Army ,  reguesting  the  services 
in  his  department  of  Lieutenant  Maury ,  C .  S.  Navy. 

Headquarters  First  Division  Western  Department, 

Columbus ,  Ky .,  October  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  feel  constrained  to  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  at  once 
furnishing  me  an  officer  familiar  with  the  subject  of  submarine  bat¬ 
teries  and  capable  of  a  practicable  application  of  this  species  of  de¬ 
fense  to  the  Mississippi  River. 

I  have  had  some  correspondence  with  Lieutenant  1ST.  F.  Maury  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  and  while  it  would  be  personally  gratifying 
to  me,  I  think  the  public  good  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  his 
being  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  these  headquarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  V a. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Polk ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  regarding  the  preparation  of  a  gunboat  and  crippling 
of  two  Federal  vessels. 

Headquarters  First  Division  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  October  10,  1861. 

Under  the  pressing  emergencies  of  the  service  on  this  river,  I 
ordered  the  alteration  and  arming  of  a  steamer  that  was  built  very 
staunch  to  serve  as  a  gunboat.  This  boat,  of  which  I  have  written 
you,  is  being  altered  and' armed  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Carter,  who,  by  your  order,  has  been  allowed  to  remain  with  me 
and  complete  it.  It  will  be  out  next  week  and  ready  for  its  guns, 
and  it  is  so  necessary  that  I  have  resolved  to  devote  certain  guns  I 
obtained  for  land  batteries  to  her  use.  These  she  will  take  on  at 
Memphis,  and  will  be  ready  in  a  few  days  thereafter  for  service. 
Two  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  came  down  to  this  place  two  days  ago 
and  opened  fire  on  the  batteries  I  was  putting  into  position,  shelling 
and  throwing  round  shot.  Their  fire  was  returned  with  vigor  and 
with  such  success  as  to  cripple  them  both.  One  of  them,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  sank  about  10  miles  above  this,  and  the  other  was  so  much 
injured  as  to  be  obliged  to  be  relieved  of  her  armament.  Had  the 
boat  Lieutenant  Carter  is  now  building  been  on  hand,  we  should 
have  been  able  to  capture  or  destroy  them  both. 
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The  expense  of  the  construction  of  Lieutenant  Carter’s  boat,  I 
am  informed,  is  moderate,  and  the  work  remarkably  well  done. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  ex¬ 
penditures  incurred  in  the  construction,  and  I  write  to  say  that  I 
shall  be  obliged  by  your  indicating  the  mode  in  which  these  expendi¬ 
tures  are  to  be  provided  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Polk ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy ,  requesting  the  purchase  and  fitting  of  three  steamers 
on  Western  rivers. 

Headquarters  First  Division  Western  Department, 

Columbus ,  Ky.,  October  15,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  am  very  much  in  need  of  additional  boats  to  operate  upon 
the  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  Cumberland  rivers.  I  can  purchase 
one  on  the  Mississippi  River,  a  very  fine  boat,  for  $20,000 ;  one  on  the 
Tennessee  River  for  $12,000,  and  another  on  the  Cumberland  River 
for  about  the  same  amount.  These  can  speedily  be  converted  into 
armed  gunboats.  They  are  indispensable  to  our  defenses. 

Will  you  please  order  their  purchase  and  armament  immediately  ? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk, 

Major-General,  C ommanding . 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  V a. 


Semi-official  report  of  Brigadier -General  Alcorn,  C.  S.  Army,  giving 
general  advices  regarding  operations  of  Che  enemy  and  Confederate 
organization  in  Kentucky. 

He  adquarters, 

Camp  Hopkinsville,  October  21,  1861. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  send  you  dispatch  this  mornino-.  The  gun¬ 
boat  Conestoga  passed  up  to  Canton  or  Linton  Saturday,  took  f  000 
barrels  of  flour,  and  passed  down  again  Sunday,  I  suppose  to  Smith- 
land.  [James  S.]  Jackson’s  force  at  Owenstiorough  is  increasing- 
has  300  or  400  cavalry  constantly  scouring  the  countrv  around  him’ 
Our  friends  are  suffering  greatly.  Jackson  is  receiving  large  sup¬ 
plies  of  small  arms,  Mmie  muskets.  Colt  and  Enfield  rifles:  three 
steamboats,  as  my  spy  says,  are  now  discharging  at  that  place:  muni¬ 
tions  are  being  sent  m  quantities  to  Hartford  from  Calhoun.  The 
enemy  is  active,  and  unless  you  can  move  soon  in  that  direction,  the 
pork,  bacon,  wheat,  all  subsistence  upon  which  we  rely  in  that  direc¬ 
tion,  will  be  lost  to  us.  A  movement  to  Madisonville,  Calhoun,  Hen- 
deison,  and  Owensboro  promptly  made  would  give  us  the  whole 
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country.  If  this  can  not  be  done,  then  the  country  will  be  a  barren 
treasure  when  acquired. 

The  Kentuckians  still  come  in  small  squads.  I  have  induced  the 
most  of  them  to  go  in  for  the  war.  This  requires  about  three  speeches 
a  day.  When  thus  stirred  up,  they  go  almost  to  a  man.  Since  I  have 
found  that  I  can't  be  a  general,  I  have  turned  recruiting  agent  and 
sensation  speaker  for  the  brief  period  that  I  shall  remain.  By  all 
means  supplies  and  equipments,  if  any  are  to  be  had,  should  be  sent 
to  this  post.  I  now  have  about  250  war  men,  without  arms,  camp 
equipage,  or  anything  else. 

My  quartermaster  is  out  of  money,  and  can’t  obtain  it,  except  on 
persona]  security.  At  Nashville  he  obtained  $7,000,  of  which  I  ad¬ 
vised  you,  in  this  way:  Happening  to  meet  a  responsible  acquaintance 
in  that  city.  This,  I  submit,  ought  to  be  a  post  or  it  ought  not. 
Major  [James  W.]  Hewitt  has  returned.  My  command  is  now 
mustered  into  the  service,  except  about  60  sick  at  Clarksville,  who  will 
not  muster  in  (although  I  have  written  them)  until  they  see  me. 
When  I  can  see  them,  they  will  muster  in.  I  can  do  this  as  I  return 
home.  I  know  they  will  do  as  I  say. 

Let  me  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  sending  a  competent 
officer  to  command  this  post;  the  senior  colonel  is  disqualified;  the 
army  will  be  demoralized  under  his  command;  he  is  clever  enough 
but  is  indolent,  and  requires  to  be  looked  after.  I  had  about  as  soon 
be  shot  as  to  leave  here,  but  would  rather  be  shot  than  remain  a 
hermaphrodite  in  the  service.  I  have  a  young  man  now  under  arrest 
for  making  or  using  threatening  and  abusive  language  on  the  streets 
toward  myself  and  the  army;  among  other  things,  that  he  intended 
to  shoot  myself.  Such  language  should  not  be  permitted,  and  I  shall, 
unless  I  find  imprisonment*at  hard  labor  sufficient  to  suppress  it,  make 
some  examples  of  severity  that  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  It 
is  openly  avowed  that  our  indulgence  results  from  our  conscious 
weakness.  The  course  of  indulgence  pursued,  you  will  find,  must  be 
changed ;  sooner  or  later  it  must  be  changed.  This  you  will  find,  I 
think,  the  sooner  the  better.  I  don’t  think  I  am  disposed  to  tyranny, 
but  a  sensible,  firm,  efficacious,  decisive,  and  prompt  authority  is 
necessarv  to  the  occasion.  I  make  suggestions,  believing  that  I  may 
do  so  without  offense;  always  obedient,  however,  to  my  superiors. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  mv  liberty  with  you  in  thus  writing  to  you 
direct  rather  than  through  the  adjutant,  as*  my  correspondence  is  not 


intended  to  be  classified  as  reports. 

Respectfully-,  vours,  etc., 

J.  L.  Alcorn, 

Brigadier-  General. 
d  S.  B.  Buckner,  C.  S.  Army, 

Bending  Green ,  Ky. 


Brigad  ier-Genera  1 
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Report  of  Colonel  Allison ,  C.  S.  Army ,  of  an  attach  on  Camp  Joe 
TJnderwood ,  Ky .,  October  21±,  1861. 

Hdqs.  Twenty-fourth  Reg’t  Tenn.  Vols., 

Cave  City ,  Ky..  October  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  I  left  Cave  City  on  the  23d 
instant  at  4  p.  m.  for  Camp  Joe  Underwood,  a  distance  of  25  miles, 
with  the  following  force:  250  infantry,  Twenty-fourth  Regiment 
Tennessee  Volunteers;  120  Tennessee  cavalry,  under  Captains  [Oliver 
P.]  Hamilton  and  [Jacob  B.]  Biffle,  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  under 

the  command  of  Lieutenant - ,  and  arrived  at  the  camp  of  the 

enemy  the  next  morning  about  5  o’clock.  Our  advance  guard  was 
fired  upon  by  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  a  general  skirmish  ensued, 
when  the  entire  force  under  my  command  charged  upon  the  camp, 
routing  the  enemy,  capturing  14  prisoners,  3  of  whom  were  released 
upon  a  parole  of  honor  by  me ;  the  others  were  delivered  to  you.  A 
number  of  the  enemy  were  wounded  and  several  reported  killed. 

All  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  acted  bravely.  We 
returned  to  Cave  City  on  the  25th  without  the  loss  or  injury  of  a  man. 

The  following  contraband  articles  and  property  were  captured,  to 
wit:  1  gray  horse,  11  muskets,  3  rifles,  a  small  lot  of  ammunition,  3 
drums,  a  lot  of  knives,  etc.,  besides  other  articles  that  have  never 
come  into  my  possession.  All  of  the  above  articles,  etc.,  are  subject  to 
your  order. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  D.  Allison, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Hardee. 


Appointment  as  acting  midshipman ,  C.  S.  Navy,  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  Edward  A.  Swain. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  October  31,  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  informed  that  the  President  has  appointed 
you  an  acting  midshipman  in  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  you  are  requested  to  notify  this  Department  of  your  acceptance 
of  the  appointment. 

Should  you  accept  the  appointment,  you  will  proceed  to  New 
Orleans  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  George  N.  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy,  for 
duty:  and  you  will  be  careful  to  continue  your  studies  and  prepare 
yourself  for  examinations  to  be  held  hereafter,  when,  if  found  quali¬ 
fied,  you  will  receive  the  appointment  of  midshipman  in  the  C.  S. 
Navy. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Midshipman  Edward  A.  Swain,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richmond,  V a. 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


797 


Letter  from  G.  A.  Henry ,  esq.,  to  General  Johnston ,  0.  S.  Army , 
regarding  conditions  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson. 

Clarksville,  November  1 ,  1861. 

Dear  General  :  I  returned  home  last  night  from  Ports  Henry  and 
Donelson,  where  I  went  in  company  with  Major  Gilmer.  Fort  Henry 
is  in  fine  condition  for  defense,  the  work  admirably  done,  as  Major 
Gilmer  thinks,  and  the  first  regiment,  under  Colonel  Heiman,  the 
Tenth  Tennessee,  the  very  best  I  have  seen  in  the  service.  They  are 
healthy,  and  in  fine  discipline.  I  am  glad  to  make  this  report,  and 
to  say  the  information  I  gave  you  lately  was  based  on  an  untruthful 
representation  made  by  the  major  of  that  regiment,  who  was  forced 
to  resign  his  position.  I  now  think,  from  a  personal  inspection,  it  is 
one  of  the  best  regiments  in  the  Tennessee  line.  , 

Fort  Donelson  is  in  very  bad  condition.  No  work  has  been  done 
of  any  account,  though  Lieutenant  Dixon,  a  young  officer  of  great' 
energy,  will  soon,  I  hope,  have  it  put  in  a  fine  state  of  defense,  unless 
Major  Gilmer  shall  determine  to  fortify  Lineport  instead.  He  and 
Dixon  were  to  go  to-clay  to  inspect  that  point  and  to  determine  which 
position  should  be  fortified.  I  left  them  last  night  at  10  o’clock  at 
Dover.  Dixon  returned  yesterday  from  an  expedition  down  the 
river,  where  he  had  gone  to  blockade  it  by  sinking  old  barges  in  the 
channel.  Two  were  sunk  at  Line  Island,  and  six  at  Ingram’s  Shoals, 
some  10  miles  below.  Captain  Harrison,  an  old  steamboat  captain, 
familiar  with  this  river,  concurs  with  Dixon  that  the  work  is 
effectually  done.  They  think  it  will  be  impossible  for  gunboats  to 
pass  Ingram’s  Shoals  even  when  the  water  is  10  feet  higher  than  it 
is  now. '  It  seems  to  me  the  guns  at  Donelson,  if  well  manned,  would 
be  amply  sufficient  to  defend  this  river  against  the  Lincoln  gunboats. 
Though'  Donelson  is  unfortunately  located  on  the  river,  it  certainly 
possesses  great  natural  advantages  against  a  land  attack.  A  succes¬ 
sion  of  deep  ravines  nearlv  surround  it,  including  10  or  15  acres  of 
land  thickly  lined  with  trees  in  the  right  place,  which,  if  felled  with 
the  tops  outward,  would  protect  it  against  cavalry,  the  approach  of 
artillery,  and  almost  of  infantry.  This  is  my  military  opinion.  I 
rather  think  it  will  be  supported  by  Major  Gilmer’s. 

With  great  respect,  your  friend, 

G.  A.  Henry. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston. 

Dixon  reported  the  gunboats  in  sight  when  he  finished  the  work  at 
Ingram’s  Shoals  and  came  up  the  river. 


Letter  from  IF.  B.  Machen ,  esq.,  to  General  Tilghman,  C.  S.  Army, 
regarding  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Cumberland  River. 

Princeton,  Ky.,  November  1, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  proceeded  yesterday  in  the  direction  of  the  supposed 
fortification  on  Cumberland.  When  within  about  12  miles  of  the 
point  I  met  the  citizens  of  the  country  fleeing  from  their  homes  with 
terrible  rumors  of  a  Northern  army  marching  through  the  country 
in  the  direction  of  Hopkinsville  from  some  point  on  the  river,  but 
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could  gather  nothing  reliable  from  any  source,  except  that  the 
Southern  troops  had  left,  carrying  off  their  cannon.  I  remained 
until  night  in  that  region,  and  then  turned  to  this  point.  Here  I 
learn  that  they  had  obstructed  the  river  at  Ingram’s  Shoals  and  had 
reembarked  their  guns  and  gone  up  the  river.  The  gunboat  came 
up  to  the  obstruction  and  fired  a  good  many  heavy  guns,  but  for  what 
purpose  is  not  known.  She  left  and  went  down  below  Eddyville,  and 
possibly  out  of  the  river.  She  is  a  new  boat,  and  has  the  appearance 
of  being  much  more  formidable  than  those  heretofore  in  the  river, 
mounting  much  heavier  guns.  I  am  starting  to  Eddyville,  and,  if 
successful,  will  be  able  to  give  you  a  more  satisfactory  detail  on  my 
return,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  practicable.  No  troops  left,  so  far  as 
I  can  learn,  though  much  alarm  exists  about  it.  I  was  unable  to 
get  hold  of  information  upon  which  I  could  rely  so  as  to  send  a 
messenger  last  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Machen. 

General  Lloyd  Tilghman. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haynes ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the 
obstruction  of  the  Cumberland-  River  at  Ingram's  Shoals. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  2,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  obstruction  at  Eddy 
Shoals,  or  Ingram’s  Bar,  was  completed  Wednesday  last  by  sinking 
three  barges,  120  by  2t  by  8,  filled  with  stone;  also  two  smaller 
ones  near  the  bar.  This  obstruction  is  complete  against  the  gunboats 
for  any  rise  less  than  about  12  feet  over  present  stage.  These 
boats  contain  about  1,200  tons  of  stone,  and  the  boats  themselves  are 
made  of  6- inch  scantling.  It  may  be  possible  that  in  a  few  weeks 
the  current  which  sets  in  over  the  head  of  the  bar  between  the  sunken 
boats  may  wash  out  a  channel.  If  so,  it  can  be  easily  closed  by 
sinking  a  small  boat  in  the  new  channel.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGavock,  commanding  at  Fort  Donelson,  furnished  a  company 
of  ca\  ally,  three  of  infantry,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  to  protect 
the  working  party,  but  no  enemy  appeared.  Captain  [Lieutenant] 
Dixon,  Engineers,  had  charge  of  the  force,  and  Captain  H.  H 
Harrison  was  intrusted  with  the  sinking  of  the  boats.  Two  barges 
were  also  sunk  at  Line  Island,  effecting  a  barrier  there,  which  rnayff be 
made  complete  by  sinking  a  small  boat  at  the  head  of  the  island  to 
close  a  small  interval.  The  people  on  the  river  above  Eddyville 
to  Dover,  45  miles,  are  generally  enthusiastic  for  the  South,  but  a 
few  Lmcolmtes  are  scattered  about,  who  eagerly  carry  the  news  to 
Smithland.  Captain  Dixon  and  Major  Gilmer,  of  the  Engineers 
are  examining  the  site  at  Lineport,  with  a  view  to  fortifying  it, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Milton  A.  Haynes, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Artillery. 

General  A.  Sidney'  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army, 

Bowling  Green  Ky. 
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Letter  from  Samuel  Tate ,  esq.,  to  General  Polk ,  C.  S.  Army,  regard¬ 
ing  general  matters. 

Memphis,  November  6,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  go  to  New  Orleans  to-morrow  with  Captain  Hunt, 
with  a  hope  of  being  able  to  make  some  arrangement  by  which  we 
may  get  a  large  lot  of  the  things  now  most  needed.  I  can  hardly 
hope  to  accomplish  all  that  our  friend  Richmond  desires  and  is 
willing  to  attempt,  yet  we  may  do  something,  and  anything  now  is 
that  much  in  a  close  place.  I  learn  that  the  gunboat  Howard  is  now 
due  here.  There  are  six  32-pounder  guns  and  one  8-inch  columbiad 
that  Captain  Hunt  tells  me  are  for  her.  I  wish  Ave  had  a  dozen  such 
boats.  If  we  had,  I  should  feel  safe.  I  hope  you  Avill  not  cease 
your  efforts  until  you  get  the  chain  cables  now  here  in  place,  and  as 
many  submarine  batteries  planted  as  you  think  necessary  to  blow  all 
the  Lincoln  gunboats  out  of  the  Mississippi  River.  I  think  we  have 
no  positive  insurance  against  these  gunboats  except  in  the  submarine 
batteries.  These  will  do,  I  knoAAA  I  learned  from  Mr.  Morgan,  at 
Nashwille  on  Saturday  last,  that  they  were  making  2,800  pounds  of 
powder  there  daily.  Mr.  Thomas  Lee,  of  New  Orleans,  assures  me 
they  are  making  6,000  pounds  daily  at  that  place.  The  only  fear  is 
want  of  saltpeter,  and  we  have  enough  of  that  to  keep  things  going 
for  thirty  or  forty  days,  by  Avhich  time  Ave  will  have  some  of  our 
largest  caves  in  operation  in  Arkansas,  besides  many  of  smaller  note 
at  other  points.  Besides  this,  I  think  our  ports  will  be  open  in  forty 
days,  and  we  will  be  able  to  get  what  we  want.  Then  we  can  fight 
the  North  for  ten  years  and  make  money  by  it.  The  Federal  fleet  is 
bombarding  Port  Royal,  but  as  far  as  heard  from  we  have  the  best 
of  it.  We  are  looking  with  great  anxiety  to  hear  further  from  the 
fleet.  We  expect  to  hear  of  a  great  battle  between  Price  and  Mc¬ 
Culloch  and  Fremont.  Our  advices  assure  us  Price  and  McCulloch 
have  made  the  trip  and  got  together  at  Neosho  with  37,000  men,  and 
Fremont  is  at  Springfield  with  about  40,000.  We  have  no  fear  of  the 
result.  General,  don’t  forget  or  neglect  the  submarine  batteries. 
They  are  the  thing,  and  should  not  be  delayed.  You  must  make  them 
give  you  plenty  of  powder  for  Fort  Pillow  and  Columbus.  A  failure 
to  have  this  thing  needful  Avould  ruin  everything  and  bring  ruin  and 
disgrace  upon  us  all.  The  month  of  November  Avill  be  memorable 
and  bloody. 

My  best  wishes  for  your  success  and  triumph. 

Sam.  Tate. 

General  Polk. 


Report  of  Major  Gilmer,  G.  S.  Engineers,  regarding  the  defenses 

of  the  Cumberland  River. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  3,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  last  even¬ 
ing  about  9  o’clock  by  way  of  the  Cumberland  River.  After  making 
a  careful  examination  of  the  country  around  Clarksville  and  the  Cum¬ 
berland  River  as  low  down  as  Lineport,  15  miles  below  Fort  Donel- 
son,  I  have  now  to  report  as  follows,  viz : 
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Second.  As  to  the  defenses  of  Cumberland  River  below  Clarks¬ 
ville,  they  should  be  at  least  as  low  down  as  Fort  Donelson.  Our 
efforts  for  resisting  gunboats  should  be  concentrated  there,  and  to 
this  end  Captain  Dixon  will  do  everything  in  his  power  to  hasten 
forward  the  works  at  that  point.  Lineport,  15  miles  below,  presents 
many  advantages  for  defending  the  river,  but  as  the  works  at  Fort 
Donelson  are  partially  built,  and  the  place  susceptible  of  a  good 
defense  landward,  I  advised  Captain  Dixon  to  retain  the  position 
and  construct  the  additional  defenses  as  rapidly  as  possible.  To  ob¬ 
struct  the  Cumberland  at  points  below  Donelson,  old  barges  and  flats 
have  been  sunk  at  Ingram’s  Shoals,  a  few  miles  above  Edclyville,  and 
at  Line  Island,  3  miles  below  Lineport.  In  all  ordinary  stages  of 
water  the  obstructions  render  the  river  impassable  for  gunboats,  and 
for  any  other  boats  at  this  time.  Such,  at  least,  is  the  judgment  of 
Captain  Dixon,  who  superintended  the  sinking  of  the  barges. 

*  *  *  *  *  #  ::< 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Gilmer, 

Major,  and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Memorandum  extract  from  Guthrie  papers. 

John  Julius  Guthrie,  lieutenant-commanding,  C.  S.  Navy,  was 
ordered  to  assume  command  of  the  steamer  Red  Rover ,  purchased  at 
New  Orleans,  La.,  for  $30,000,  this  day,  November  7,  1861. 

Was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  November  25,  1861,  or 
other  place  to  meet  the  floating  battery  New  Orleans.  Joined  her 
near  Columbia,  Ark.,  and  arrived  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  December  11, 
1861.  ’ 

Second  Assistant  Engineer  William  Heron  reported  for  duty 
November  6,_  1861,  for  Red  Rover. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  James  Waters  reported  for  duty  on  Red 
Rover  November  7,  1861. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  John  [W.]  Dorsey  reported  for  duty  on 
Red  Rover  November  6,  1861. 


Report  of  General  Johnston ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  proposed 
operations  of  the  enemy  in  Kentucky ,  and  referring  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  C onfederate  defenses. 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 
Bonding  Green ,  [Ky.'],  November  8,  1861. 
Sir:  The  great  superiority  of  the  enemy’s  force  has  enabled  him 
to  place  a  heavy  column,  estimated  at  20 TOO  men,  in  front  of  me, 
and  to  concentrate  auxiliary  forces  of  Kentuckians,  supported  by 
Federal  troops,  on  my  right  and  left,  threatening  flank  movements. 
One  of  these  movements  has  for  its  object  Nashville,  Tenn.,  which 
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is  one  of  our  principal  depots,  where  large  supplies  of  subsistence 
for  the  army  east  and  west  are  accumulated  and  valuable  manufac¬ 
tories  of  arms,  powder,  clothing,  etc.,  are  established  and  in  successful 
operation.  The  object  of  the  other  movement  is  the  breaking  up 
of  the  Memphis  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  the  occupation  of  Clarks¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  which,  if  effected,  turns  the  right  of  the  columns  under 
General  Polk’s  command. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  force  here  is  considerably  diminished  by 
sickness  (in  most  cases  measles),  and  the  same  cause  has  left  but  a 
small  portion  of  General  Tilghman’s  command  at  Hopkinsville,  Ky., 
fit  for  duty. 

These  considerations  have  induced  me  to  draw  5,000  men  from 
General  Polk’s  command  to  cover  the  defenses  of  Clarksville.  The 
Cumberland  River  defenses  will  also  be  thus  provided  for,  besides 
enabling  me  to  drive  back  the  forces  of  the  enemy  concentrating  at 
Hartford,  north  of  Green  River,  designed  I  think  to  operate  against 
Clarksville  and  Russellville,  both  of  which  are  on  the  Memphis  and 
Ohio  Railroad. 

Three  regiments  will  garrison  the  fort  at  Columbus.  After  de¬ 
ducting  them  and  the  force  ordered  to  Clarksville  ten  or  eleven  thou¬ 
sand  effective  men  will  be  left  under  General  Polk’s  command — a 
sufficient  force  for  the  defense  of  his  front  for  the  present,  but  much 
less  than  I  would  suggest  for  the  contingencies  of  the  future. 

The  country  between  Columbus  and  the  Tennessee  River  is  gen¬ 
erally  covered  by  a  heavy  forest,  with  undergrowth,  and  is  inter¬ 
sected  by  numerous  roads.  It  can  be  defended  by  a  force  inferior  to 
the  invading  force.  I  am  not  apprised  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  - 
which  mav  be  put  in  motion  in  his  front  is  superior  to  that  of  General 
Polk. 

The  ironclad  gunboats  of  the  enemy  have  appeared  in  the  Cumber¬ 
land  River,  but  were  prevented  from  ascending  higher  than  near 
Eddyville  by  obstructions  lately  placed  there  by  order  of  General 
Polk.  Boats  loaded  with  stones  and  sunk  on  the  shoals  have  also 
been  placed  in  the  river  at  Lineport. 

Twelve  miles  above  Lineport  is  the  site  of  Fort  Donelson.  By 
this  time  it  is  in  a  state  of  defense,  having,  besides  other  guns  of  less 
caliber,  four  32-pounders  and  a  sufficient  garrison.  I  have  also  sent 
to  that  point  four  other  32-pounder  guns.  _ 

Fort  Henry  is  located  on  the  Tennessee  River  about  12  miles  from 
Fort  Donelson.  It  is  a  strong  work  and  sufficiently  garrisoned  by 
an  excellent  regiment.  There  is  a  small  supporting  force  at  each  of 
these  forts,  consisting,  at  Fort  Donelson,  of  one  regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  at  Fort  Henry  of  one  regiment  of  infantry. 

I  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  acquire  reliable  intelligence  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  except  that  which  the  activity  of  our  scouts 
enables  them  to  furnish,  and  would  be  glad  to  have  $5,000  deposited 
in  a  Nashville  bank  to  my  credit  for  secret  service. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask  that  the  staff  of  the  disbursing  department,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  commissary  department,  may  be  supplied  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment  with  money. 

Extensive  preparations  have  and  are  being  made  at  Nashville 
under  the  medical  director  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick,  who 
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will  be  sent  to  that  place  at  the  rate  of  250  per  day,  and  more  if 
practicable,  till  they  are  conveyed  lienee. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  Johnston, 

General ,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 

This  letter  has  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  cutting  the 
direct  railroad  communication. 

Since  this  was  written  General  Polk  has  gained  a  victory  over  the 
Federal  troops  opposite  Columbus.  They  were  routed  with  great 
loss,  and  I  now  consider  his  situation  better  than  before  the  conflict. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  now  clearly  indicate  the  correctness 
of  the  views  expressed  in  the  first  part  of  this  dispatch.  I  therefore 
find  still  greater  reason  for  bringing  forward  the  troops  ordered 
from  Columbus.  Their  movement  has  been  delayed  by  the  battle, 
but  I  hope  they  will  be  in  time  to  anticipate  the  enemy.  I  have 
received  information  that  a  gunboat  of  the  enemy  has  been  enabled 
by  a  rise  in  the  Cumberland  to  pass  over  the  obstructions  placed  in 
the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  Johnston, 

General ,  C.  S.  Army. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Pillow ,  G.  S.  Army ,  to  Colonel  Bowen , 
C.  S.  Army,  regarding  measures  for  repelling  expected  attack  of 
the  enemy  upon  Columbus ,  Ky. 


Headquarters  First  Division  Western  Department, 

Columbus ,  Ky.,  November  16,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  thank  you  for  the  intelligence  afforded  by  your  dis¬ 
patch.  Its  contents  are  confirmed  by  that  received  from  all  other 
sources.  The  enemy  is  making  preparations  upon  a  large  scale  to 
invest  this  place.  My  opinion  is  that  he  will  aim  to  avoid  a  conflict 
or  assault  on  our  works,  but  will  surround  my  position,  cut  off 
our  supplies,  and  aim  to  reduce  the  place  by  distress,  at  the  same 
time  harassing  us  with  his  gunboats.  To  provide  for  this  state  of 
things  I  have  procured  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Hollins,  consisting  of 
four  gunboats  and  two  floating  batteries,  mounting  in  all  about  50  or 
00  guns.  I  am  making  extraordinary  efforts  to  prepare  for  the 
enemy  s  reception.  If  you  have  not  yet  destroyed  the  cars,  I  am 
willing  for  you  to  exercise  your  discretion  as  to  the  time  of  doing 
so,  but  do  not  take  too  much  risk  upon  that  subject.  For  the  enemv 
to  get  possession  of  the  cars  would  be  a  great  point  gained  by  him. 
If  the  enemy  should  throw  his  forces  around  my  position  and  cut  off 
communication  with  you  (a  possible  contingency),  you  must  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  advance  upon  and  attack  him  in  rear;  or,  in  certain  con- 
tmgencies,  to  dash  upon  Paducah  (if  its  garrison  should  be  greatly 
reduced)  and  seize  that  place.  In  other  words,  confidino-  much  in 
your  judgment,  you  must  have  and  exercise  a  large  discretion.  I  will 
keeP  .V01i  advised  as  well  as  I  can  of  the  condition  of  things  here,  and 
you  must  aid  me  m  doing  so,  With  the  fleet  of  gunboats  we  will  de- 
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stroy  the  enemy  in  the  end,  but  we  will  have  hard  fighting  and  plenty 
of  it.  If  you  do  not  want  Wickliffe’s  command,  we  can  use  him  here 
most  advantageously,  but  you  must  so  fortify  your  position  as  to  be 
able  to  maintain  your  own  ground,  and,  if  necessary,  assail  him 
around  mine.  I  speak  of  Wicldiffe,  because  Captain  King  said  you 
did  not  want  Wickliffe  unless  he  and  King  could  or  would  unite  their 
commands. 

Gideon  J.  Pillow, 

Brigadier -General,  G.  S.  Army ,  Commanding. 

Colonel  John  S.  Bowen, 

Gamy  Beauregard. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  First  Division  Western  Department. 

Columbus ,  Ky .,  November  22,  1861. 

We  know  we  shall  be  attacked  soon.  The  enemy’s  gunboats  came 
down  to-day,  made  a  grand  flourish,  but  did  not  come  within  reach 
of  our  guns.  It  is  impossible  to  form  any  correct  idea  of  his  move¬ 
ments,  but  you  can  not  get  up  your  forces  too  soon — I  fear  not  soon 
enough.  We  can  and  will  hold  the  position  unless  we  are  invested 
and  starved  out,  and  I  am  exerting  every  possible  effort  to  get  sup¬ 
plies.  I  have  enough  now  for  one  month. 

Gid.  J.  Pillow, 

General. 

Isham  G.  Harris, 

Governor  of  Tennessee,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  November  22,  1861. 

I  shall  want  600  stand — wanted  for  regiment  at  Fort  Pillow. 
******  * 

Commodore  Hollins,  whose  fleet  I  have  asked  for  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  is  here  with  one  of  his  boats;  the  whole,  six  in  number, 
are  expected  in  the  next  two  or  three  days. 

I  am  fortifying  near  Madrid. 

******  * 

L.  Polk. 

Colonel  Mackall. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  G.  S.  Army,  to  the  governor 
of  Tennessee,  regarding  the  movement  of  reinforcements. 

Headquarters  First  Division  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  November  25,  1861. 

Fifteen  thousand  reinforcements  of  the  enemy  had  reached  Cairo 
and  others  were  at  St,  Louis,  awaiting  transportation,  on  Saturday. 
They  commenced  returning  up  the  river  to-day.  We  have  informa- 


804 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS. 


tion  that  General  Price  is  advancing  on  St.  Louis.  This  explains 
the  counter  movement,  and,  I  think,  will  prevent  the  threatened 
movement  on  this  place  until  the  winter  will  close  in.  We  have 
about  completed  our  defenses,  making  this  place  impregnable  when 
sustained  with  gunboat  fleet  and  with  forces  near  Union  City.  You 
may  now  take  time  to  organize  your  forces,  gather  your  arms,  and 
largely  increase  the  volunteer  forces,  holding  over  the  country  the 
call  for  the  militia.  Many  men  will  volunteer  to  avoid  the  odium 
of  being  forced  into  the  service.  I  deem  this  important  informa¬ 
tion  for  you  to  possess  that  you  may  shape  your  course  accordingly. 

Gid.  J.  Pillow. 

Brigadier -General,  C.  S.  Army ,  C ommanding . 

Governor  Harris, 

Nashville ,  Tenn. 


Burning  of  the  G.  S.  gunboat  Tuscarora ,  November  23,  1861. 

[Extract  from  the  Memphis  Avalanche,  November  26,  1861.] 

The  Confederate  gunboat  Tuscarora,  while  coming  up  the  river 
last  Saturday,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  about  half  past  12  o’clock, 
about  15  miles  this  side  of  Helena.  The  flames  when  first  discovered 
were  burning  at  the  forward  end  of  the  boiler  and  directly  under  the 
wheelhouse. 

The  wind  was  blowing  aft  very  strong,  and  the  flames,  despite  the 
efforts  that  were  made  to  suppress  them,  spread  with  fearful  rapidity. 
The  boat  was  run  ashore  as  soon  as  possible.  By  this  time  the  whole 
boat  was  in  flames.  The  engineer  opened  the  water  pipes  imme¬ 
diately,  so  as  to  save  the  magazine.  He  had  hardly  time  to  knock 
out  a  bulkhead  and  jump  into  the  water  before  the  shells  in  the 
forward  and  aft,  shell  locker  commenced  exploding.  The  crew  tried 
to  throw  the  powder  in  the  magazine  overboard,  but  had  not  time  to 
do  so,  the  explosion  of  the  shells  commencing  in  seven  minutes  after 
the  flames  were  first  discovered. 

The  captain  and  all  the  crew  escaped  unhurt.  The  explosion  of  the 
shells  set  the  negro  quarters  on  Mr.  Harbett’s  [Harberrs]  plantation 
on  fire,  besides  firing  the  tops  of  trees  and  all  combustible  material. 
The  halyards  were  burned  off,  when  the  flag  of  the  stars  and  bars 
floated  off  and  lodged  in  the  top  of  a  tree  and  blazed  out  to  the  breeze 
just  as  if  it  had  been  placed  there  by  design. 

This  singular  occurrence  is  interpreted  by  the  gallant  engineer, 
Samuel  Brock,  as  an  omen  that  our  cause  is  bound  to  triumph  under 
all  circumstances. 

In  order  to  repossess  the  flag  the  tree  had  to  be  cut  down.  Two 
of  the  officers  and  four  of  the  men  were  left  in  charge  of  the  wreck. 
Captain  J.  W.  Dunnington,  four  officers,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
crew  reached  the  city  yesterday  morning  on  the  steamer  T .  D.  Fline , 
from  which  point  they  will  proceed  to  Columbus. 

None  of  the  crew  saved  anything  but  the  clothes  upon  their  per¬ 
sons.  The  manner  in  which  th«»,  fire  originated  is  still  a  mystery. 
The  most  plausible  opinion  seems  to  be  that  some  of  the  crew  had 
shirts  drying,  which  a  spark  may  have  set  on  fire,  and  the  combusti- 
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ble  material  and  high  wind  conspired  to  make  a  conflagration.  At  all 
events  the  origin  ot  the  fire  is  a  mastery. 

When  the  Natchez  and  F erd.  Kennett  passed  yesterday  the  wreck 
was  still  burning,  but  the  magazine  being  at  the  stern  and  covered 
with  water  was  safe. 

The  wreck  of  the  Tuscarora ,  it  is  thought,  will  be  raised  without 
difficulty,  and  at  comparatively  little  expense. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Polk ,  G .  S.  Army ,  to  Major-General  Price , 

C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  fortifying  of  Columbus ,  Ay.,  and  New 

Madrid ,  Mo. 

Columbus,  Ivy.,  November  28 ,  1861. 

General:  I  avail  of  the  going  of  one  of  your  command  to  write 
a  line  to  say  I  have  strengthened  this  position  until  I  regard  it  as  safe 
from  any  assault  the  enemy  may  make  against  it. 

I  am  now  concentrating  here  a  strong  force  and  am  fortifying  New 
Madrid. 

I  have  also  at  my  disposal  the  gunboats  belonging  to  Commander 
Hollins’  fleet,  so  that  we  are  getting  into  a  position  to  aid  you  above. 

I  shall  be  governed  by  circumstances  as  to  my  movements,  but  feel 
that  you  should  not  allow  the  enemy  to  rest  or  move  from  St.  Louis 
southward. 

The  messenger  will  give  you  further  information  as  to  details. 

L.  Polk, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Sterling  Price, 

Missouri  State  Guard. 


Repoy't  of  Lieutenant  Minor ,  G .  S.  Navy ,  advising  improved  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  ordnance  department  at  New  Orleans. 

Naval  Ordnance  Office, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  December  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  gunboats  and  floating  batteries,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  statement  of  the  sums  now  due  and  becoming  due,  for 
work  done  and  yet  to  be  completed  for  the  ordnance  department  of 
this  station. 

In  order  that  justice  may  be  done  the  Government,  the  ordnance 
office  here  should  be  organized  by  the  appointment  of  an  experienced 
officer  to  take  charge  of  it,  assisted  by  two  others,  to  attend  to  the  in¬ 
spection  and  details.  It  is  an  impossibility  for  one  officer  to  attend  to 
the  whole  of  it,  and  unless  our  material  is  inspected  and  subjected  to 
the  proper  test,  we  will  be  fighting  our  enemies  on  very  unequal 
terms. 

There  is  work  enough  for  the  undivided  attention  of  at  least 
three  officers,  and  the  sooner  they  begin  their  labors  the  better  will  it 
be  for  the  pecuniary  and  other  interests  of  the  service. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

R.  D.  Minor, 

Lieutenant ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  D.  N.  Ingraham, 

Chief  Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Maury ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Polk , 
C .  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  preparation  of  submarine  batteries  at 
Richmond. 


Richmond,  December  J,  1861. 

General:  I  suppose  my  letters  to  Lieutenant  Brown  (written,  one 
about  the  3d,  the  other  some  two  weeks  ago),  on  submarine  batteries, 
have  miscarried.  Assuming  that  you  would  want  them  for  the  river 
at  Columbus,  I  have  been  pushing  them  forward.  I  shall  have,  by 
the  end  of  this  week,  six  all  ready  to  be  filled  and  planted.  An  unex¬ 
pected  run  of  good  luck  has  enabled  me  to  do  this.  I  have  twenty- 
five  underway,  all  of  which,  if,  in  spite  of  the  driftwood  and  other 
habits  of  the  Mississippi,  they  can  be  made  to  answer  for  that  river, 
are  at  your  service.  I  wrote  Brown  a  full  description  of  them.  He 
will  know  how  to  plant  them.  If  I  can  find  time,  when  they  are 
ready  I  should  like  to  come  myself  and  see  that  everything  is  right. 
The  tanks,  such  as  I  have  already  sent  to  Memphis  as  samples  for 
Lieutenant  Brown,  will,  I  fear,  have  to  go  as  freight  through 
Georgia,  on  account  of  our  burnt  bridges.  Still,  I  suppose  that  these 
tanks  may  be  sent  from  here  sooner  than  they  can  be  made  in 
Memphis.  At  any  rate,  I  shall  hurry  them  on  with  all  dispatch 
unless  you  direct  otherwise. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

M.  F.  Maury. 

General  Polk, 

Columbus ,  Ky. 


Letter  of  introduction  from,  Messrs.  Brown  and  Harding  to  General 
Johnston ,  C.  S.  Army ,  in  the  interests  of  the  preparation  of  a 
gunboat  for  the  protection  of  Cumberland  River. 


Nashville,  December  5 ,  1861. 

This  will  be  presented  by  Captains  Shaw  and  Lawson,  who  visit 
you  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  about  the  propriety  of  constructing 
a  gunboat  for  the  Cumberland  River,  or  rather,  to  convert  a  steam¬ 
boat  to  that  use.  Of  the  efficacy  of  such  a  means  of  defense  we  are 
not  competent  to  decide,  but  we  are  persuaded  that  it  would  be  of 
great  utility,  and  from  the  present  aspect  of  affairs  we  are  strongly 
convinced  that  this  river  needs  every  means  of  defense  practicable. 
These  gentlemen  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  steamboating, 
but  what  familiarity  they  have  with  this  species  of  craft  we  do  not 
know. 


Respectfully, 


General  A.  S.  Johnston. 


Neill  S.  Brown. 
W.  G.  Harding. 


[First  endorsement.] 

I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  Confederate  gun¬ 
boats  on  both  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers,  and  shall  be 
much  pleased  to  see  the  policy  adopted. 


Isham  G.  Harris. 
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[Second  endorsement.] 


I  know  the  bearer,  and  have  confidence  in  his  skill  and  energy, 
and  feel  the  necessity  of  gunboats. 


V.  K.  Stevenson. 


[Third  endorsement.] 

Report  on  this  proposition.*  Keep  in  view  the  best  defense  of  the 
river,  with  the  amount  of  guns  we  may  hope  to  command.  The  best 
defense  is  wanted. 

By  order  of  General  Johnston : 

W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  A  dj utant-General. 

Major  Gilmer, 

Chief  Engineer ,  Nashville. 


Letter  from  A.  Z.  Saunders,  esq.,  to  Major-General  Polk,  C.  S.  Army , 
announcing  the  forwarding  of  submarine  batteries  to  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ivy. 

Memphis,  December  5,  1861. 

This  morning  I  succeeded  in  having  nineteen  of  my  improved  sub¬ 
marine  batteries  forwarded  to  Columbus  by  rail.  I  had  hoped  that 
the  entire  order  for  fifty  would  have  been  by  this  time  completed, 
so  that  I  could  have  been  present  and  supervised  their  deposit  in 
the  river.  I  have  previously  sent  to  Colonel  Richmond  the  plan 
I  proposed  to  submerge  them.  Commodore  Hollins  will  understand 
it,  and,  of  course,  place  them  in  such  manner  as  will  not  for  the 
present  endanger  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  the  vessels  under  his 
command.  The  cases  are  to  be  charged  with  powder  (25  pounds) 
when  ready  for  submerging.  The  levers  are  only  to  be  screwed  in 
after  the  anchor  and  weight  are  properly  deposited  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  with  the  cordage  attached  to  the  cases.  Without  the  levers  in, 
it  would  be  almost  next  to  an  impossibility  to  explode  one,  so  that 
they  can  be  handled  with  perfect  safety  even  when  charged  with 
powder.  I  find  it  will  be  necessary  to  remain  here  for  the  present 
to  supervise  the  construction  of  the  remaining  batteries,  as  I  wish  to 
see  that  each  one  is  perfect  before  being  forwarded. 

Hoping  that  you  will  give  instructions  for  the  deposit  in  the  river 
of  those  already  shipped,  and  that  the  result  will  be  a  success,  I 
remain,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  Saunders. 

Major-General  Polk, 

Columbus,  Ky. 


*  For  Gilmer’s  report,  see  A.  W.  Ii.,  Vol.  7,  p.  748. 
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Latter  from,  D.  M.  Frost ,  esq.,  to  Hon.  E.  C.  Cabell ,  giving  observa¬ 
tions  made  in  journeying  between  Memphis  and  St.  Louis. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  December  9 ,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that 
the  following  is  the  result  of  observations  recently  made  by  me 
whilst  going  to,  remaining  at,  and  returning  from  St.  Louis. 

St,  Louis  is  surrounded  by  a  single  line  of  detached  works  of  earth 
which  are  well  constructed,  but  so  located  as  to  admit  of  the  passage 
of  troops  between  them  without  coming  under  fire.  This  defect 
would  have  been  remedied  if  the  original  plan  of  a  second  line  of 
advanced  works  had  been  carried  out.  This  intention  has,  however, 
been  abandoned. 

I  learned  from  what  I  deemed  good  authority  that  a  force  of 
30,000  or  35,000  men  could  be  detached  from  Missouri  for  a  Southern 
expedition  and  still  leave  a  sufficient  force  in  the  State  to  hold  that 
portion  of  it  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Federal  Government.  It  is 
generally  understood  to  be  the  intention  of  Halleck  to  advance  upon 
Columbus  from  Cairo  in  the  latter  part  of  this  month  or  the  first 
of  the  next,  with  a  force  of  from  seventy -five  to  a  hundred  thousand 
men.  Accompanying  this  land  force  will  be  a  flotilla  of  some  twenty 
or  thirty  gunboats,  which  are  cased  with  2J  inches  iron  amidships, 
so  as  to  protect  the  machinery,  and  some  thirty  mortar  rafts,  each 
carrying  a  13-inch  mortar,  with  a  bulwark  of  iron  plates  three-eighths 
inch  thick  to  protect  riflemen.  These  will  be  towed  into  position  by 
diminutive  tugboats  or  propellers.  The  gunboats  will  generally 
carry  eleven  guns  of  large  caliber.  The  whole  expedition  will  be 
thoroughly  equipped,  and  the  flotilla  will  be  manned  bv  experienced 
sailors  and  officered  by  officers  of  the  Navy.  They  will  come  with 
the  full  intention  of  taking  the  place  at  any  cost,  and  declare  that 
to  be  their  determination,  though  it  cost  20,000  men.  I  think  the 
attack  will  be  very  formidable. 

Columbus  is  tolerably  well  fortified  with  the  usual  fieldworks  on 
the  land  side,  while  the  steep  bluff  is  a  sufficient  protection  from 
assault  on  the  river  front.  It  strikes  me,  however,  that  there  is  a 
deficiency  of  guns  m  position  for  a  horizontal  fire,  which,  of  course 
is  best  for  inexperienced  gunners.  The  plunging  fire  from  the  hio-h 
bluff  is  admirably  fitted  for  the  sloping  sides  of  the  gunboats  but 
will  be  quite  uncertain.  The  large  area  of  the  fieldworks  will ’give 
a  fine  target  for  mortar  practice,  which  may  have  the  effect  to  demor¬ 
alize  green  troops.  The  want  of  experienced  officers  seems  to  be  felt 
m  the  garrison. 

Fort  Pillow  is  a  place  of  much  greater  natural  strength  than  Co- 
JumbuSj  and  the  batteries  are  well  constructed  and  well  located. 
Some  sixty  guns  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  almost  any  point  of  the 
river  within  range. 

I  did  not  see  the  works  on  the  land  front,  but  was  informed  that 
they  were  well  placed  and  very  extensive,  requiring  a  large  garrison 
I  he  present  garrison  of  Fort  Pillow  is  insufficient  to  man  the  guns  on 
the  river  front  for  any  protracted  engagement. 

I  look  upon  this  place  as  one  of  great  importance.  Should  boats 
be  able  to  get  past  Columbus  they  could  be  verv  effectually  stopped 
here  It  is  not  so  much  exposed,  or  at  least  the  main  batteries  are 
not,  to  a  mortar  fire,  and  it  would  form 'an  excellent  rallying  point 
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to  any  troops  that  might  meet  with  a  reverse  in  front.  It  ought  to  be 
commanded  by  an  experienced  and  scientific  officer  and  kept  well 
provisioned. 

With  regard  to  affairs  in  Missouri  General  Price  has  advanced 
toward  Sedalia  and  issued  a  proclamation  calling  for  50,000  men. 
It  is  supposed  that  he  will  obtain  them.  If  he  does,  he  ought,  of 
course,  to  make  a  demonstration  toward  St.  Louis,  in  order  to  retain 
there  as  much  as  possible  of  Halleck’s  force,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
ought  by  all  means  to  attack  and  take  Fort  Leavenworth,  which 
contains  supplies  of  every  kind  sufficient  to  winter  his  army,  and 
which  are  estimated  by  those  who  transported  them  to  be  worth 
$8,000,000.  Having  taken  Fort  Leavenworth  and  destroyed  the  Han¬ 
nibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  before  he  did  so,  he  could  then,  with 
that  force,  sweep  down  through  Kansas  and  exterminate  the  jay- 
hawking  bands  of  Lane  and  Montgomery,  which  he  could  easily  do, 
as  he  wTould  then  have  them  between  two  fires. 

By  very  prompt  and  energetic  action,  such  as  he  has  heretofore 
exhibited,  it  is  not  impossible  that  Halleck’s  great  expedition  might 
be  paralyzed ;  but  to  do  this  he  must  have  a  large  force,  and  to  obtain 
this  it  has  been  necessary  for  him  in  the  proclamation  referred  to  to 
confess  his  present  weakness. 

When  we  look  at  the  great  necessity  that  exists  for  troops  in  this 
direction,  it  seems  impossible  that  the  recent  movement  of  troops 
from  that  theater  to  Arkansas  can  be  justified. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  to  lose  Memphis  now  would  be  to  lose  the 
heart  of  the  Southwestern  States  of  the  Confederacy.  To  prevent 
this  it  is  necessary  that  those  States  should  strain  every  nerve  to  re¬ 
enforce  Fort  Pillow  and  Columbus,  and  that  speedily,  and  at  the  same 
time  everything  now  possible  should  be  done  to  give  heart  and  hope 
to  the  people  of  Missouri. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  M.  Frost. 

Hon.  E.  C.  Cabell. 


Letter  from  Neill  S.  Brown ,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  introduc¬ 
ing  the  mayor  of  Nashville,  visiting  Richmond  in  the  interests  of 
gunboat  construction  for  the  Western  rivers. 

Nashville,  December  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  will  be  presented  to  you  by  R.  B.  Cheatham,  esq.,  mayor 
of  Nashville.  After  an  interview  with  General  A.  S.  Johnston  he 
visits  Richmond  for  the  purpose  of  urging  the  expediency  of  con¬ 
structing  gunboats  for  the  use  of  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee 
rivers,  or  rather  of  converting  steamboats  into  gunboats.  I  commend 
him  to  your  kind  and  respectful  notice  as  a  gentleman  of  intelligence 
and  energy,  and  who  is  familiar  with  our  wants,  our  territory,  and 
necessities.  I  will  add  on  this  subject  my  own  conviction  of  the 
utility  of  one  or  more  gunboats  on  each  river.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
our  city,  with  all  its  public  stores,  is  in  imminent  peril.  You  are 
aware  that  the  force  of  the  enemv  in  front  of  Bowling  Green  is  not 
less  than  75,000,  and  perhaps  100,000.  We  have  not  half  that  num¬ 
ber  to  oppose  them.  Our  new  forces  now  assembling  will  be  indif¬ 
ferently  armed,  and  our  stock  of  lead  is  lamentably  short.  Can  we 
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not  get  a  supply  of  lead  from  Virginia?  We  wish  the  real  lead  for 
rifles.  I  respectfully  urge  upon  you  also  the  necessity  of  appointing 
a  brigadier-general  of  the  interior  for  this  place  to  attend  to  the 
thousand  and  one  items'*  that  are  oppressing  the  service  and  will  not 
admit  of  delay.  Among  his  other  duties  should  be  added  the  entire 
care  of  the  railroad  bridges  of  the  State  and  to  have  them  well 
guarded.  Such  an  officer  should  be  a  brigadier-general,  to  give  him 
weight  and  influence,  and  if  he  is  a  painstaking  man,  popular  and 
energetic,  he  could  do  more  good  than  if  he  were  in  the  field  winning 
victories.  The  necessity  of  such  an  appointment  here  is  obvious. 
As  it  is,  there  is  confusion  and  delay,  and  the  commanding  general  is 
constantly  harassed  with  these  details  and  less  able  to  attend  to 
them  than  one  specially  assigned. 

Respectfully, 

Neill  S.  Brown. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from-  lion.  John  J .  McRae  to  the  President ,  regarding  military 

protection  for  the  Gulf  coast. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  December  14,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  earnestly  requested  by  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  coast  and  by  Governor  Pettus  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  defense  of  the  coast  by  a  mili¬ 
tary  force  on  shore  sufficient  to  protect  property  and  repel  invasion 
by  the  enemy.  The  governor  requests  me  to  ask  that  three  regiments 
shall  be  accepted  into  the  Confederate  service,  under  the  act  author¬ 
izing  troops  to  be  accepted  for  local  defense,  to  be  stationed  on  the 
coast;  also  a  battalion,  which  he  has  now  organized  and  equipped,  and 
which  could  be  sent  there  immediately.  It  is  also  requested  by  him 
and  by  the  Hon.  R.  Seale,  representative  from  the  coast,  that  the 
Third  Regiment,  Colonel  Deason’s,  shall  be  one  so  accepted,  and  that 
it  be  ordered  back  to  the  coast,  from  which  it  was,  by  recent  order  of 
General  Johnston,  removed  to  Columbus,  Ky.,  where  it  now  is.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  this  regiment  is  composed  mainly,  or  in  large 
part,  of  men  familiar  with  the  coast,  its  bays,  and  bayous,  and  ac¬ 
customed  to  the  management  of  water  craft.  1  This  is  very  important, 
and  the  governor  authorizes  me  to  say  he  will  supply  its  place  at 
Columbus  with  another  regiment  at  the  earliest  practicable  day.  The 
legislature  has  made  an  appropriation  of  $250,000  to  build  gunboats 
on  the  coast,  and  force  will  be"  required  to  protect  the  points  at  which 
they  are  to  be  constructed.  The  necessity  of  a  military  force  for  our 
coast  protection  and  defense  is  imperious,  and  I  earnestly  and  re¬ 
spectfully  urge  it  upon  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  McRae. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President ,  Richmond. 

The  Seventh  Regiment,  Colonel  Goode’s,  is  now  upon  the  coast,  at 
Bay  St.  Louis,  and  in  the  Confederate  service,  under  command  of 
General  Lovell.  This  to  be  one  of  three. 


J.  J.  M. 
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Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Major-General  Polk ,  C.  S. 

Army ,  requesting  cooperation  in  the  construction  of  gunboats  at 

Memphis. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond ,  December  1861. 

Sir:  The  completion  of  the  ironclad  gunboat  at  Memphis  by  Mr. 
[John  T.]  Shirley  is  regarded  as  highly  important  to  the  defenses 
of  the  Mississippi. 

One  of  them  at  Columbus  would  have  enabled  you  to  complete  the 
annihilation  of  the  enemy. 

Had  I  not  supposed  that  every  facility  for  obtaining  carpenters 
from  the  army  near  Memphis  would  have  been  extended  to  the  enter¬ 
prise,  I  would  not  have  felt  authorized  to  have  commenced  their  con¬ 
struction  then,  as  it  was  evident  that  ruinous  delays  must  ensue  if 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  mechanics  in  this  way. 

These  vessels  will  be  armed  with  very  heavy  guns,  and  will  be  iron¬ 
clad,  and  with  such  aid  as  mechanics  under  your  command  can  afford 
they  may  be  completed,  I  am  assured,  in  sixty  days. 

May  1  ask,  therefore,  that  you  will  extend  to  this  Department  the 
necessary  aid?  The  men  may  be  furloughed  for  this  special  service, 
and  the  highest  current  wages  will  be  paid  them. 

The  Department,  to  induce  the  construction  of  the  boats,  has  to  be 
in  advance  to  Mr.  Shirley,  and  the  Government  may  be  said  to  be 
exclusively  interested  in  their  speedy  completion. 

I  have  also  to  ask  that,  if  practicable,  a  guard  be  assigned  to  pro¬ 
tect  these  vessels.  Though  Mr.  Shirley  stands  in  the  light  of  a  con¬ 
tractor,  he  seems  to  have  been  guided  also  by  patriotism  and  an  un¬ 
selfish  desire  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  serve  us,  and  has  undertaken 
to  construct  the  vessels  at  our  own  estimates. 

Unless  mechanics  could  be  obtained  from  the  forces  under  your 
command,  the  completion  of  these  vessels  will  be  a  matter  of  uncer¬ 
tainty,  and  the  Government  will  lose  their  services  and  sustain  all 
the  pecuniary  loss. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Major-General  L.  Polk, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Columbus ,  Ky. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  [Ky.,]  December  1861. 

It  has  been  several  months  since  a  large  portion  of  this  army  has 
received  any  pay,  and  a  number  of  regiments  have  never  received 
a  dollar  since  entering  the  service.  They  are  getting  very  sore  under 
this  state  of  affairs,  and  I  respectfully  entreat  that  the  necessary 
funds  to  pay  this  army  be  at  once  forwarded  or  placed  to  my  credit 
at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

L.  Polk. 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 
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[Telegram.] 


Columbus,  [Ky.,]  December  1861. 
Do  you  still  want  support?  Answer. 

L.  Polk. 

General  Johnston. 


[Telegram. 1 


December  24,  1861. 

Yes.  Ten  thousand  or  more  if  possible,  without  delay  of  a  day. 

A.  S.  Johnston. 


[Leonidas  Polk.] 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  [Ky.,]  December  21h  1861. 

I  have  resolved  to  send  you  Bowen’s  command  of  infantry,  about 
5,000  strong,  and  have  to-day  issued  orders  to  him  to  move  "at  once. 
He  will  divide  his  force  into  two  parts ;  one-half  will  go  by  wagons 
to  Paris,  the  other  half  via  Union  City  and  Humboldtr  I  retain  his 
cavalry  and  two  batteries  of  artillery,  and  will  replace  his  forces  at 
Feliciana  by  four  regiments,  sixty  days’  men  from  Mississippi. 

I  keep  the  cavalry  and  artillery  because  I  suppose  you  do  not  want 
them. 

L.  Polk. 

General  Johnston. 


[Telegram.] 

Bowling  Green,  [Ky.,]  December  24-,  1861. 
Order  the  troops  to  this  place.  Send  the  troops  first:  send  the 
wagon  transportation  as  soon  as  possible  after  them.  If  you  can 
spare  artillery,  send  it. 

W.  W.  Mackall, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  Polk, 

Columbus. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Brown , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  purchase  of  vessels. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond ,  December  25.  1861. 

Sir:  The  Hon.  R.  B.  Cheatham,  mayor  of  Nashville,  has  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Department  the  names  of  four  steamboats 
now  at  that  city,  which,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  so  altered  as  to 
make  efficient  gunboats  in  from  thirty  to  fifty  days.  These  boats 
are,  through  him,  offered  to  the  Government  at  the  following  prices 
viz:  Hillman ,  $40,000;  James  Johnson ,  $35,000;  J.  Woods,  $40  000  • 
and  B.  M.  Runyan ,  $25,000.  ’  ’  ’ 
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It  is  presumed  that  these  are  the  ordinary  river  boats,  with  the 
usual  exposure  of  walking  beam  and  boiler  on  deck,  and  that  to 
enable  them  to  be  serviceable  at  all  the  boilers  and  much  of  the  ma¬ 
chinery  must  be  placed  below  in  the  bottom.  From  their  great 
lengths  and  vulnerability  at  all  points,  it  is  presumed  that  the  best 
means  for  fighting  their  guns  will  be  fore  and  aft. 

There  may  be  other  steamers  better  calculated  for  gunboats,  and 
you  will  exercise  your  best  judgment  in  selecting  and  recommend¬ 
ing  the  purchase  of  such  as  you  may  deem,  under  all  aspects  of  the 
subject,  best  for  the  purpose.  These  four  are  called  to  your  atten¬ 
tion  only  because  Mr.  Cheatham  has  informed  me  of  them. 

In  view  of  the  urgent  demand  for  these  vessels  on  the  Cumberland 
River,  you  are  authorized  to  conclude  the  purchase  of  four  boats, 
and  to  proceed  forthwith  with  the  necessary  alteration  and  arma¬ 
ment,  advising  the  Department  of  your  proceedings  by  telegraph. 

Should  the  prices  asked  be,  in  your  judgment,  too  great,  you  will 
call  upon  the  holders  to  submit  the  question  of  price  for  arbitration. 

Mr.  Cheatham  proffers  his  services  to  you,  and  his  aid  may  be 
important  to  you  in  procuring  workmen,  etc. 

If  you  can  effect  all  the  necessary  work  by  contract,  stipulating 
the  time  and  forfeiture  of  a  given  amount  per  day  for  every  day 
over  the  contract,  you  would  probably  save  time  and  money  both. 
Should  you  only  be  able  to  fit  two  boats  at  once,  then,  perhaps,  it 
would  be  well  to  purchase  but  the  two,  as  others  of  a  superior  char¬ 
acter  might  be  subsequently  offered. 

The  Department,  upon  receiving  information  of  your  arrival  at 
Nashville  to  enter  upon  the  work,  will  at  once  make  a  requisition  in 
your  favor  to  place  you  in  funds  to  go  on  with  this  important 
work  and  will  look  to  your  knowledge,  zeal,  and  ability  for  its 
prompt  completion. 

You  will  exercise  your  discretion  with  regard  to  the  batteries  and 
the  protection  from  the  shot  of  the  enemy  to  be  adopted. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Isaac  N.  Brown,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Extract  from  diary  of  Lieutenant  Guthrie ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
floating  battery  New  Orleans. 

C.  S.  Floating  Battery  New  Orleans, 

Thursday ,  January  7,  1862. 

Enemy  approaching  about  10  o’clock  a.  m.  Mr.  Samuel  Burn¬ 
ham  volunteered  his  services  and  was  accepted  by  Captain  Guthrie, 
who  placed  him  in  charge  of  gun  No.  3.  Beat  to  quarters.  Sunk 
the  dock  and  prepared  for  action.  About  1  o’clock  p.  m.  the  enemy 
returned  toward  Cairo.  Our  men  willing  and  anxious  for  a  fight. 
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An  Act  making  appropriations  for  certain  floating  defenses. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  C onfederate  States  of  America , 
That  the  sum  of  $1,000,000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
for  floating  defenses  for  the  Western  rivers,  to  be  expended  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  President  by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  as  he  shall  direct. 

Approved,  January  9,  1862. 


Report  of  Major-General  Polk ,  C.  S.  Army ,  requesting  support  in 

view  of  expected  attack  by  Federal  forces  upon  Columbus ,  Ky. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus ,  Ky.,  January  12,  1862. 

General  :  I  think  it  proper  to  say  to  you  that  the  preparations  of 
the  enemy,  which  have  been  so  long  on  foot  for  an  attack  on  this 
place,  seem  now  to  have  been  completed,  and  I  am  advised  of  his 
purpose  to  make  that  attack  in  the  next  three  or  four  days. 

Of  the  character  of  his  preparations  for  an  attack  by  water  you 
will  judge  by  the  report  of  his  force  contained  in  the  accompanying 
slip,  which  I  am  advised  is  reliable.  I  am  also  advised  that  he"  has 

concentrated  a  large  force  at  and  around  Cairo  for  a  land  attack. 
*  *  * 

My  own  force  at  this  place,  you  will  see,  amounts  to  about  12,800 
men  ready  for  duty.  You  will  see  we  require  support.  If  you  could 
give  it,  it  would  be  timely  and  acceptable. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Comdg.  Western  Department ,  Bowling  Green ,  Ky. 

[Enclosure.] 

Enemy’s  flotilla,  under  command  of  Commodore  Foote :  38  mortar 
boats  with  one  13-inch  mortar  each ;  28  transports ;  12  gunboats, 
fifteen  guns,  32  and  48  pounders,  except  the  Benton,  which  has  an 
armament  of  18  guns,  2  of  which  are  9-inch  Dahlgrens,  the  others 
32  and  48  pounders. 

The  armament  is  distributed  to  fire  on  either  side,  three  in  the 
bow  and  two  at  the  stern. 

The  mortar  boats  have  no  propelling  power,  but  are  towed  into 
position  by  small  tugboats. 


[Telegram.] 

Bowling  Green,  January  Ij,  1862. 
Have  received  information  this  morning  that  great  preparations 
are  mailing  to  attack  Columbus.  All  the  gunboats  ordered  to  Cairo. 
One  of  General  Polk’s  men  deserted  and  now  at  Paducah.  They  say 
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Pillow  has  resigned,  and  that  the  bulk  of  your  force  has  left  for  this 
place. 

Force  at  Paducah  ordered  to  be  ready  to  move. 

W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  Polk, 

Columbus. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Henry  (via  Danville),  January  1 4,  1862. 

A  messenger  reached  here  just  now  from  Paducah  with  informa¬ 
tion  from  a  reliable  source  that  a  division  of  60,000  men,  supported 
by  eleven  gunboats  and  thirty  mortar  boats,  carrying  not  less  than 
160  guns,  will  move  up  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers  on  next 
Thursday.  I  sent  copy  of  letter  by  mail. 

A.  Heiman, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Fort  Henry 

General  Polk. 


[Telegram.] 

Columbus,  Ky.,  January  17,  1862. 
The  enemy  has  commenced  his  movement  on  Columbus.  I  require 
strong  reinforcements.  I  will  send  the  Third  Mississippi  forward  so 
soon  as  the  relief  you  promised  shall  arrive. 

L.  Polk. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Henry,  January  17,  1862 — 4  a •  m- 
We  have  four  gunboats,  one  transport,  and  I  think  one  mortar 
boat  just  below  us.  I  am  prepared  for  this  much.  Will  report 
further. 

Lloyd  Tilghman, 

Brigadier-General. 

Major  Williamson. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Henry,  Ja/nuary  17,  1862 — 9:30  a.  m. 
Three  of  the  gunboats  have  opened  on  us  out  of  their  own  range, 
I  have  not  returned  the  fire,  but  proceed  with  my  preparations. 
Men  very  cool. 

Tilghman. 

Colonel  Williamson. 
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[Telegram.] 

Bowling  Green,  January  18,  1862. 
Colonel:  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  is  attacked.  Gen¬ 
eral  Johnston  directs  you  to  move  all  the  efficient  men  of  your  regi¬ 
ment  by  railway  to  the  crossing  of  the  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  F ort 
Henry.  Answer. 

W.  W.  Mackall, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Colonel  W.  R.  Smith, 

Tuscumbia ,  Ala. 


Report  of  General  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  attach  by  Fed¬ 
eral  gunboats  upon  Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  January  19,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  17th  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee,  was  attacked  by 
three  gunboats,  accompanied  by  transports.  They  did  not  approach 
near  enough  for  their  shot  to  reach ;  our  batteries,  though  ready,  did 
not  reply.  They  have  certainly  landed  troops  and  wagons  ‘  from 
their  transports  a  few  miles  below  the  fort,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river. 

Reports  from  Paris,  [Tenn.],  last  night  report  a  mixed  column  of 
6,000  men  8  miles  west  of  Murray,  [Ky.],  marching  on  Fort  Henry, 
and  a  column  of  2,000  marching  on  Murray  from  a  point  on  the 
Tennessee  north  and  east  of  Murray. 

A.  S.  Johnston, 

General,  C.  S.  Army. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


Special  Order,  ) 

f  Hdqrs.  1st  Division,  Western  Department, 

No.  140.  )  Columbus,  Ky.,  January  21,  1862. 

You  are  hereby  ordered  to  seize  upon  all  skiffs,  canoes,  or  other 
small  craft  found  on  either  bank  of  the  river  from  Columbus  to  New 
Madrid. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Polk: 

A.  H.  Polk, 

r,  ,  .  ,r  ,r  Aid-de-Camp. 

Captain  Marsh  Miller, 

Steamer  Grampus. 
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Report  of  Brigadier- General  Pillow ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  prepara¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy  for  attaching  Columbus,  Ky.,  also  the  battle  of 
Belmont ,  Mo. 


Columbus,  Ky.,  November  13 ,  1861. 

Since  the  battle  of  Belmont  and  the  inglorious  defeat  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  picked  troops  he  seems  to  be  driven  almost  to  madness.  He  is 
now  making  preparations  upon  a  gigantic  scale  to  invest  this  place. 
He  is  drawing  his  forces  from  every  available  point  of  the  North¬ 
west,  and  will  be  able  to  bring  a  force  of  30,000  men  to  invest.  Our 
great  want  is  armed  boats.  With  these  to  meet  and  hold  in  check  the 
enemy’s  gunboats,  we  can  successfully  meet  his  forces.  The  attack 
we  are  assured  will  be  made  in  the  course  of  eight  days,  if  it  be  possi¬ 
ble.  Let  us  have  the  New  Orleans  fleet  of  armed  vessels.  The  battle 
of  Belmont  was  a  hard-fought  conflict  of  four  hours.  Twenty-five 
hundred  men  fought  7,500.  When  our  ammunition  ay  as  exhausted, 
we  drove  his  line  back  in  three  different  charges;  but,  supported  by 
his  immense  reserve,  we  Avere  at  last  forced  to  fall  back  to  the  bank 
of  the  river,  from  which  place,  by  a  rapid  flank  movement  under  the 
bank  of  the  river,  myself,  with  two  fresh  regiments,  turned  his  left 
and  attacked  him  in  the  rear.  The  Arictory  was  complete.  Our  total 
loss  was  632;  theirs  about  2,000.  Please  answer  about  fleet.  Gen¬ 
eral  Polk’s  injuries  were  more  serious  than  was  at  first  supposed.  He 
found  it  necessary  to  turn  0ATer  the  command  for  the  present  to, 
Respectfully, 

Gid.  J.  Pilloav, 

Brigadier -General,  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

President  Davis. 


Memorandum  from  Commander  Whittle ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  recommending 
that  Island  No.  10  be  strengthened  by  batteries  in  that  vicinity. 

[Memorandum  for  General  Polk.] 


January  21,  1862. 

I  have  A'isited  Island  No.  10  and  the  positions  in  that  vicinity  and 
agree  with  Captain  Gray  in  the  importance  which  he  attaches  to 
them. 

It  Avould  be  well,  in  my  opinion,  to  remove  at  once  to  that  vicinity 
all  the  troops  and  guns  from  Fort  Pillow  except  a  small  battery  and 
the  men  necessary  to  fight  it,  and  to  strengthen  the  different  points 
about  the  island  by  the  establishment  of  batteries  at  selected  points, 
to  contain  in  all  from  forty  to  fifty  heavy  guns,  sustained  by  a  land 
force  of  from  4,000  to  5,000  men.  This  done,  and  the  works  pushed 
on  to  completion,  would  greatly  add  to,  if  it  did  not  entirely  insure, 
the  security  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

General  Thompson  thinks  that  the  visit  of  the  General  Polk  to  New 
Madrid  and  her  frequent  appearance  in  that  neighborhood  is  impor¬ 
tant.  If  I  ever  saw  a  position  where  steamers  of  war  could  be  stopped 
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by  batteries,  it  is  the  one  embraced  in  the  remarks  which  I,  with  great 
diffidence,  have  taken  the  liberty  to  submit. 

I  should  have  done  myself  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  personally, 
but  I  am  quite  unwell  and  much  debilitated. 

Wm.  C.  Whittle, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Columbus. 


Proclamation  by,  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States ,  granting 
amnesty  to  certain  citizens  of  Kentucky. 

Whereas  some  citizens  of  Kentucky,  deluded  by  the  false  hopes  that 
the  Union  would  be  reconstructed  and  that  the  Federal  Government 
might  be  administered  upon  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  have 
taken  up  arms  in  its  support ;  and 

Whereas  the  wanton  seizure  of  property  and  persons  by  that  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  violation  of  the  fundamental  privileges  of  the  citizens  of 
Kentucky,  and  the  subsequent  course  of  public  affairs  have  proved 
the  fallacy  of  those  hopes,  and  made  it  manifest  that  the  people  of 
Kentucky  must  decide  between  a  union  of  their  destiny  with  the 
United  or  the  Confederate  States ;  and 

Whereas  information  has  been  received  that  many  of  the  citizens 
of  Kentucky,  induced  by  considerations  of  interest,  habit,  and  feelino- 
to  desire  a  union  with  the  Confederate  States  will  leave  the  Federal 
armies  with  which  they  are  now  engaged  and  hereafter  obey  and 
respect  the  Confederate  Government  upon  proper  assurances  of 
amnesty  for  the  past  and  protection  for  the  future ; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States,  do  grant  a  full,  free,  and  entire  pardon  to  all  persons  of  all 
treasons,  misprisions  of  treason,  and  other  indictable  offenses  against 
the  Confederate  States  committed  within  the  State  of  Kentucky 
prior  to  the  publication  of  this  proclamation  and - days  there¬ 

after;  Provided ,  the  persons  applying  for  such  pardon  shali  take  an 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  and  sub¬ 
scribe  an  assurance  to  obey  their  laws.  And  the  penalties  incurred 
or  supposed  to  be  incurred  by  all  of  the  said  citizens  of  Kentucky 
taking  such  an  oath  and  making  such  an  assurance  are  hereby  re¬ 
mitted  and  released. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  affixed  this  23d  day  of  January 
m  the  year  of  our  Lord  1862.  J 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

By  the  President : 

K.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Memoranda  of  suggestions  to  be  laid  before  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  by  the  chief  of  heavy  artillery. 

Headquarters  Heavy  Artillery, 

Columbus ,  Ky.,  January  26,  1862. 

The  guns  at  F ort  Columbus  are  now  all  in  battle  order ;  the  trav¬ 
erse  circles  are  being  laid  down;  all  the  chassis  then  will  work  as 
well  as  can  be  expected.  I  would  now  respectfully  suggest : 

First.  To  have  the  covered  way  built  as  soon  as  practicable,  the 
batteries  below  blinded  in  case  they  should  take  too  much  time.  A 
gabion  traverse  should  be  placed  between  every  section  (two  guns) 
in  order  to  protect  the  gunners  from  the  explosion  of  shells. 

Second.  The  police  of  the  fort  is  in  a  deplorable  condition;  the 
filthy  habits  of  the  infantry  garrison  should  be  attended  to;  sinks 
should  be  provided  in  two  or  three  points,  and  the  men  punished 
when  at  fault  with  police  regulations. 

Third.  I  would  respectfully  again  insist  upon  the  drill  by  squad, 
by  company,  by  the  whole  regiment,  and  ball  practice  once  a  week. 
This  can  not  be  done  unless  the  artillery  corps  is  relieved  from 
fatigue  duty. 

Fourth.  The  fougasses  intended  to  protect  and  cover  the  Moscoav 
road,  and  one  or  two  other  points  already  indicated  to  Captain 
Wintter,  of  the  sappers  and  miners,  must  be  loaded  at  once  and  well 
protected  against  dampness. 

Fifth.  The  proper  way  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  fire  upon  the 
weakest  point  (the  river)  is  to  lengthen  as  much  as  possible  our  line 
of  fire.  I  would  propose  that  the  following  points  should  be  selected 
as  proper  situations  for  batteries. 

A.  The  commanding  hill  on  the  river,  known  as  Hamilton’s  Point, 
three  guns — two  64-pounders  and  one  rifled  32-pounder. 

B.  The  flag  station  to  cover  the  Mayfield  and  Blandville  roads  and 
defend  the  Hamilton  battery,  besides  that  to  command  the  main 
ravine  which  otherwise  might  be  used  for  a  mortar  battery  by  the 
enemy — one  smoothbore  32-pounder,  two  rifled  32-pounders. 

C.  I  would  recommend  the  addition  of  two  64-pounders  to  the  navy 
battery. 

D.  t  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  battery  of 
heavy  guns  at  the  point  now  occupied  by  the  floating  battery. 

E.  The  bend  or  the  river  below  Rucker’s  battery  must  be  com¬ 
manded  by  a  six-gun  battery  established  on  the  bluff,  350  yards 
nearer  to  Crow’s  Point  than  the  farmhouse  on  the  hill.  That  bat¬ 
tery,  one  of  the  most  important,  would  prevent  the  enemy’s  gunboats 
from  outflanking  our  position  and  shelling  the  rear  and  left  of  our 
camp.  The  heaviest  caliber  must  be  chosen  for  that  purpose.  I 
would  suggest  that  Colonel  Gibson’s  regiment  be  encamped  around 
that  battery,  and  that  one  of  his  companies  should  man  the  guns. 

F.  If  any  32-pounder  guns  can  be  spared,  it  would  be  advisable 
to  place  two  on  General  Cheatham’s  line  fronting  on  the  Moscow 
Hill. 

Sixth.  The  formation  of  the  chain  of  hills  around  Columbus  is 
very  peculiar.  It  commences  on  Hamilton’s  Bluff  and  extends  in  a 
regular  manner  describing  a  semicircle  all  around  our  lines,  ending 
at  Crow’s  Point.  The  survey  begun  by  Captain  Gray  will  exhibit 
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this  peculiarity,  of  which  the  enemy  can  take  advantage  to  establish 
his  line  of  attack.  Four  works  of  small  development  are  necessary 
to  render  this  naturally  strong  position  impregnable,  to  wit : 


1.  The  battery  on  Hamilton's  Bluff _ 120 

2.  A  redoubt  on  the  bill,  where  fougasse  No.  5  is  placed,  two  6-pounders _ GO 

8.  A  redoubt,  with  two  small  lunettes  on  Clinton  Hill,  two  small  caliber 

(6-pounders)  _  CO 

4.  The  battery  on  Crow’s  Point  (letter  E)  and  a  work  large  enough  for 

3S0  men  (square  redoubt) _ 3§q 

* 

Total _ 320 


Those  works  being  open  to  our  fires,  the  enemy  will  not  gain  any¬ 
thing  except  the  position  if  the  works  be  taken,  and  as  they  flank 
each  other  it  must  be  done  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  life.  Of  course,  in 
that  case  the  guns  must  be  destroyed  and  the  works  blown  up. 

Seventh.  The  permanent  occupation  of  Hickman  by  the  erection 
of  a  redoubt  on  the  hill  facing  the  river  and  commanding  the  rail- 
load,  a  battery  of  four  32-pounders  and  one  battalion  of  infantry 
can  hold  their  own  until  reinforced.  A  gunboat  should  ever  be  kept 
moving  between  that  place  and  Columbus  and  back  to  Hickman  and 
down  to  New  Madrid. 

.  Eighth.  The  strategic  importance  of  Island  No.  10  is  so  great  that 
it  now  becomes  indispensable  to  occupy  it  strongly  and  permanently. 
I  will  report  upon  that  point  to  the  major-general  commanding  at 
an  early  period. 

Ninth.  I  propose,  if  the  major-general  should  allow  me  to  do  so,  to 
report  upon  the  position  and  the  works  erected  at  New  Madrid,  Fort 
Thompson,  and  Fort  Pillow. 

Tenth.  During  my  absence  from  Columbus  I  would  suggest  that 
Captain  A.  Jackson,  jr.,  be  placed  in  command  of  the  battalion  as 
acting  colonel,  Captain  Sterling  as  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Jones  as  acting  major.  These  three  officers  are  gentlemen  of 
high  tone  and  energy,  fully  up  to  the  emergencies. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  ma  jor-general  for  consideration. 

J.  Trudeau, 

Chief  of  Heavy  Artillery. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Hardee ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  General  Hind¬ 
man,  C  S.  Army ,  referring  to  the  loss  of  the  Tennessee  River  and 
'probable  loss  of  the  Cumberland. 

Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Central  Army  of  Kentucky, 

*  _  Bonding  Gre£n ,  February  7.  1863. 

.  General:  It  is  desirable  that  you  should  at  once  send  all  vour 
sick  and  baggage  here  The  loss  of  the  Tennessee  River  and  the 
probable  loss  of  the  Cumberland  renders  our  position  here  not  so 
formidable,  and  it  may  be  necessary . for  us  to  change  front.  Talk 
loudly  of  an  advance  as  the  only  means  of  extricating  us— that  is  if 
you  talk  at  all— and  our  invincible  determination  to  hold  on’ to 
bowling  Gieen  at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  extremity,  I  suppose^ 
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of  course,  the  enemy  has  heard  of  the  fall  of  Henry.  You  had  better 
draw  nearer  to  us;  not  nearer  than  Oakland. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Major-  General. 

General  T.  C.  Hindman, 

Commanding  Advance  Forces. 


[Telegram.] 

Paris,  Tenn.,  February  8,  1862 — 11  p.  rn. 

No  further  news  from  Donelson.  Three  of  our  steamers,  viz,  the 
Orr,  Appleton  Belle ,  and  Lynn  Boyd ,  were  burned  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing  by  our  men  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy:  all  on  board  escaped  safely.  Five  hundred  Federal  infantry 
and  three  transport  boats  are  at  the  bridge,  burning  and  destroying 
all  the  houses  this  side  of  the  river.  The  bridge  is  now  on  fire.  The 
condition  of  the  roads  prevented  our  bringing  but  few  tents,  without 
flies,  but  few  cooking  utensils,  no  extra  clothing.  The  lives  arid 
health  of  the  men  require  that  we  should  have  some  more  necessaries 
if  we  are  to  remain  here  long.  We  leave  in  the  morning  and  will 
camp  a  few  miles  east  of  this  place,  and  will. scout  continually  toward 
the  river.  The  rolling  stock  on  the  railroad  all  safe. 

J.  H.  Miller, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Major-General  Polk. 


[Telegram.] 

Cumberland  City,  February  12 ,  1862. 

Steamboat,  just  arrived,  brings  me  dispatch  from  my  picket  below 
Eddyville.  Says  gunboat  and  transport  passed  up  10  o’clock  last 
night.  I  have  heard  ten  heavy  discharges  of  artillery.  I  leave  im¬ 
mediately  for  Donelson.  Shall  suspend  order  for  Buckner  to  fall 
back  at  present. 

Gid.  J.  Pillow. 

General  Floyd. 

(Forward  to  General  Johnston,  Bowling  Green,  Ivy.) 


Destruction  of  steamboats  on  Tennessee  River . 

[Extract  from  the  Richmond  Despatch,  February  12,  1862.] 

Memphis,  February  11. — There  has  been  a  heavy  loss  of  steam¬ 
boats  on  the  Tennessee  River,  in  consequence  of  the  invasion  by  the 
Federal  gunboats  Lexington ,  Conestoga ,  and  Sam  Orr.  On  Satur¬ 
day  the  Appleton  Belle  and  Lynn  Boyd ,  Confederate  boats,  were 
burned  by  our  troops  at  the  mouth  of  Duck  River.  The  Sam  Kirk- 
man. ,  Julius,  and  Time,  also  Confederate  boats  (the  latter  with 
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$100,000  worth  of  Government  stores),  were  abandoned  and  burned 
at  I  lorence  on  Saturday.  The  steamer  Dunbar  was  sunk  in  Cypress 
Creek;  the  Eastport  was  sunk.  The  Gerro  Gordo*  and  Sallie  Ward 
were  the  only  Confederate  boats  captured  by  the  Federals.  The 
Robb  escaped. 

The  Federal  gunboats  have  left  the  river,  but  were  expected  to 
return.  They  took  20,000  pounds  of  salt  pork  from  Florence,  but 
refused  to  touch  private  property,  not  even  cotton. 


Letter  from  General  Beauregard ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  General  Johnston , 
G .  S.  Army ,  discussing  the  military  situation. 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  February  12 ,  1862. 

General:  By  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry  the  enemy,  having  possession 
of  the  Tennessee  River,  which  is  navigable  for  their  gunboats  and 
transports  to  Florence,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  forces  under 
your  immediate  command  and  those  under  General  Polk,  separated, 
unfortunately,  by  that  river,  can  no  longer  act  in  concert,  and  will 
be  unable  to  support  each  other  until  the  fortune  of  war  shall  have 
.restored  the  Tennessee  River  to  our  possession  or  combined  the 
movements  of  the  two  armies  in  rear  of  it. 

It  also  becomes  evident  that  by  the  possession  of  that  river  the 
enemy  can  concentrate  rapidly,  by  means  of  his  innumerable  trans¬ 
ports,  all  his  disposable  forces  on  any  point  along  its  banks,  either 
to  attack  Nashville  in  rear  or  cut  off  the*communications  of  Columbus 
by  the  river  with  Memphis,  and  by  the  railroads  with  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Railroad. 

Should  the  enemy  determine  on  the  former  plan  of  operations, 
your  army,  threatened  in  front  and  on  right  flanks  by  Buell’s  large 
army,  will  be  in  a  very  critical  condition  and  may  be'forced  to  take 
refuge,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  River,  in  Alabama  and 
Georgia  or  eastern  Tennessee,  But  should  Halleck  adopt  the  second 
plan  referred  to,  the  position  of  Columbus  will  then  become  no  longer 
tenable  for  an  army  inferior  in  strength  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and 
it  must  fall  back  to  some. central  point  where  it  can  guard  the  two 
main  railroads  to  Memphis,  i.  e.,  from  Louisville  and  from  Charles¬ 
ton.  Jackson,  Tenn.,  would  probably  be  the  best  position  for  such 
an  object,  with  strong  detachments  at  Humboldt  and  Corinth,  and 
with  the.  necessary  advance  guards.  The  Memphis  and  Charleston 
road,  so  important  on  account  of  its  extension  through  eastern  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Virginia,  must  be  properly  guarded  from  Iuka  to  Tus- 
cumbia,  and  even  to  Decatur,  if  practicable. 

.  Columbus  must  either.be  left  to  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity  by 
its  proper  garrison,  assisted  by  Hollins’  fleet  of  gunboats,  and  pro¬ 
vided  with  provisions  and  ammunition  for  several  months  or  aban¬ 
doned  altogether,  its  armament  and  garrison  being  transferred,  if 
practicable,  to  Fort  Pillow,  which,  I  am  informed,  is  a  naturally  and 
artificially  strong  position,  about  100  miles  above  Memphis.  Island 
h  o.  10,  near  New  Madrid,  could  also  be  held  by  its  garrison,  assisted 
by  Hollins  fleet,  until  the  possession  of  New  Madrid  by  the  enemy 
would  also  compel  that  position  to  be  evacuated. 


*  Probably  Muscle.  See  pp.  572,  573. 
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I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  to  attempt  at  present  to  hold  so 
advanced  a  position  as  Columbus  with  the  movable  army  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Polk,  when  its  communication  can  be  so  readily  cut  off  by  a 
superior  force  acting  from  the  Tennessee  Eiver  as  a  new  base,  would 
be  to  jeopardize  not  only  the  safety  of  that  army,  but  necessarily 
of  the  whole  Mississippi  Valley.  Hence,  I  desire,  as  far  as  practi¬ 
cable,  specific  instructions  as  to  the  future  movements  of  the  army  of 
which  I  am  about  to  assume  the  command.  If  it  be  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  country  to  make  with  all  my  forces  a  desperate  stand 
at  Columbus,  I  am  ready  to  do  so. 

I  regret  much  that  illness  has  prevented  me  from  being  already  at 
my  post,  but  during  my  stay  here  I  believe  I  have  made  myself  as 
well  acquainted  with  your  general  views  and  intentions  as  circum¬ 
stances  have  permitted,  and  which  I  will  always  be  happy  to  carry 
into  effect  to  the  best  of  my  abilities. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 
General ,  G .  /S.  Army. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Commanding  Western  Department ,  Bowling  Green ,  Ky. 


Order  of  Major-General  Hardee ,  0.  8.  Army ,  to  Brigadier-General 

Hindman ,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  movement  across  the  Cumberland 

River. 

Headquarters  Confederate  Army  of  Kentucky, 

February  15,  1862. 

General:  Your  dispatch  just  received.  General  Johnston  wishes 
the  command  to  march  day  and  night  until  the  Cumberland  is  crossed. 
General  Hardee  wishes  you  to  reach  Nashville  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Destroy  barracks  at  Camp  Trousdale,  but  do  not  destroy 
quartermaster’s  and  commissary  stores,  as  arrangements  have  been 
made,  it  is  hoped,  to  remove  them  to  Nashville.  Sent  you  some 
cheering  news  to-night  from  Fort  Donelson. 

Bv  order  of  Major-General  Hardee : 

W.  D.  Pickett, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Brigadier-General  T.  C.  Hindman, 

Mitchellville. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Western  Division, 

Edgefield,  Febrxiary  17,  1862. 

General  Johnston  directs  you  to  move  your  command  to  Murfrees¬ 
boro  (instead  of  Nashville)  without  delay.  Press  all  the  wagons  you 
need.  Fort  Donelson  has  fallen,  and  General  Floyd’s  army  is  cap¬ 
tured  after  a  gallant  defense. 

Respectfully,  w  w 

Major-General  Crittenden, 

Commanding ,  Chestnut  Mound,  [. Tenn.\ . 
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[Telegram.] 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  [. February ]  18,  1862. 
Fort  Donelson  has  fallen  and  Nashville  will  fall  into  the  hands  of 
Federals.  No  stand  can  be  made  there.  Give  me  your  plans.  I 
will  rally  all  the  Tennesseeans  possible  and  go  with  them  myself  to 
our  army. 

Isham  G.  Harris. 

Hon.  Jefferson  Davis. 


[Endorsement.] 


B.  N.  H.  [arrison]  :  File. 

J.  D. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  February  19,  1862. 

Proceed  forthwith  with  all  your  force  to  Memphis  for  orders.  If 
you  shall  receive  none  there,  go  on  at  once  to  Columbus  and  co¬ 
operate  with  the  military  forces  there. 

S.  R.  Mallory. 

Flag-Officer  G.  N.  PIollins. 

[  Endorsement.  ] 


A  dispatch  ordering  me  up  the  river,  thereby  doing  what  the 
enemy  wished.  After  this  order  was  complied  with,  McClellan  gave 
his  instructions  to  the  “Beast”  to  go  on  to  New  Orleans. 

G.  N.  H. 

February  19,  1862. 


Letter  from  Captain  Gray ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Guthrie ,  C.  S. 

Navy,  referring  to  progress  on  defenses  at  Island  No.  10. 

Engineer’s  Office,  Island  No.  10, 

February  19,  1862. 

Captain  :  Commodore  Whittle,  who  has  just  left  this  post  to  pro¬ 
ceed  down  the  river,  has  requested  me  to  say  to  you  by  letter  that  he 
wishes  the  iron  traverse  circles  and  screws '  for  the  four  8-inch  <nms 
forwarded  as  soon  as  possible  to  this  place. 

We  find  the  timber  we  get  here  for  our  platforms  will  not  stand 
much  service  under  a  64-pounder  without  the  iron  traverse  plates. 
We  are  using  all  haste  in  completing  our  defenses  at  this  point,  and 
the  commodore  left  early  this  morning  to  hasten  up  the  steamer 
Vicksburg  with  the  remainder  of  our  guns. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  secure  the  circles  as  early  as  possible,  as  our 
new  artillerymen  in  drilling  use  up  our  platforms  very  fast. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  B.  Gray, 

Captain,  C.  S.  Army,  Engineer  in  Chief,  Island  10. 

Captain  J.  J.  Guthrie,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  C.  S.  Floating  Battery  New  Orleans,  Columbus ,  Iiy. 
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Report  of  General  Beauregard ,  O.  /S.  Army ,  explaining  cause  of  delay 
in  assuming  command  assigned  and  referring  to  military  condi¬ 
tions  and  operations. 


Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  21,  1862. 

General:  I  regret  profoundly  to  have  to  acquaint  the  War  De¬ 
partment  that  my  ill  health  has  made  it  improper  for  me  as  yet  to 
assume  the  command  assigned  me. 

In  accordance  with  instructions,  I  repaired  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable  to  Bowling  Green,  Ivy.,  and  reported  to  General  A.  S. 
Johnston,  commanding  the  department,  on  the  night  of  the  4th 
instant.  After  several  interviews  with  him,  and  the  fall  of  Fort 
Henry,  an  informal  conference  was  held  at  my  lodgings  on  the  7th 
instant,  at  which  General  Johnston,  Major-General  Hardee,  and  my¬ 
self  were  present,  for  the  consideration  of  the  military  exigency.  On 
that  occasion  it  was  determined  that  Fort  Henry  having  fallen,  and 
Fort  Donelson  not  being  long  tenable,  preparations  should  be  made 
at  once  for  the  removal  of  the  army  on  that  line  in  rear  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland  River  at  Nashville,  while  a  strong  point  on  that  river,  some 
few  miles  below  the  city,  should  be  fortified  forthwith  against  the 
approach  by  that  way  of  gunboats  and  transports. 

The  troops  then  at  Clarksville  were  to  be  thrown  across  to  the 
southern  bank  of  tlie  Cumberland,  leaving  only  a  sufficient  force  in 
the  town  to  protect  the  manufactories  and  other  property  in  which 
the  Confederate  Government  was  interested. 

In  the  event  of  a  further  retrograde  movement  becoming  inevitable, 
Stevenson,  [Ala.?],  was  chosen  as  a. suitable  point  for  a  stand,  and 
subsequent  movements  were  to  be  determined  by  circumstances. 

It  was  likewise  determined  that  the  possession  of  the  Tennessee 
River  by  the  enemy  consequent  upon  the  capitulation  of  Fort 
Henry,  must  break  the  direct  communication  between  the  army  at 
Bowling  Green  and  the  one  at  Columbus,  which  henceforward  must 
act  independently  of  each  other  until  they  can  again  be  brought 
together.  Meantime  the  first  must  defend  the  State  of  Tennessee 
along  the  line  already  indicated;  the  second  that  part  of  the  State 
included  between  the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  rivers.  But  as  the 
possession  of  the  Tennessee  River  by  the  enemy  had  also  rendered 
the  communications  of  the  army  at  Columbus  liable  to  be  cut  off  at 
any  time  from  that  river  by  an  overflowing  force  of  the  enemy 
rapidly  concentrated  from  the  various  points  of  the  Ohio,  it  had 
become  further  necessary  to  guard  and  provide  against  such  a 
calamity,  to  which  end  it  was  decided  that  the  main  force  in  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Columbus  should  fall  back  upon  Humboldt,  and  thence,  if 
need  be,  to  Grand  Junction,  so  as  to  protect  Memphis  from  either 
point  and  still  secure  a  line  of  retreat  to  the  latter  place  or  Grenada, 
Miss.,  or  even  to  Jackson,  of  that  State. 

Finally,  at  Columbus,  left  with  a  sufficient  garrison  for  the  defense 
of  the  works  there,  assisted  by  Hollins’  gunboats,  a  desperate  de¬ 
fense  of  the  river  was  to  be  made.  But  at  the  same  time  transports 
were  to  be  collected  and  held  near  by  for  the  prompt  removal  of  the 
entire  garrison  when  the  position  Avas  no  longer  tenable  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  "the  commanding  officer.  Meanwhile  Island  No.  10  and  Fort 
Pillow  would  be  fortified  for  defense  to  the  last  extremity,  assisted 
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by  the  naval  gunboats,  which,  as  a  last  resort,  would  retire  to  the 
vicinity  of  Memphis,  where  another  resolute  stand  should  be  made. 

Five  days  later,  in  view  of  existing  conditions,  I  addressed  to 
General  Johnston  a  paper,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  transmit  for  the 
information  of  the  War  Department. 

On  reaching  here  I  received  information  that  confirmed  my  views 
in  great  part  as  set  forth  in  that  letter,  and  satisfied  me  that  to 
attempt  to  hold  Columbus  with  any  force  now  at  my  disposition  could 
only  result  in  an  early  fate  like  that  of  Fort  Donelson  and  the  loss 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley  as  a  necessary  consequence.  Unfit  phys¬ 
ically  to  visit  Columbus,  I  requested  General  Polk  and  Governor 
Harris  to  meet  me  here.  They  did  so.  Meantime  your  reply  to  my 
telegraphic  dispatch,  touching  the  further  occupation  of  Columbus, 
had  been  received.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  prompt  defense 
of  Island  No.  10,  a  position  naturally  of  great  strength,  and  New 
Madrid ;  for  the  early  evacuation  of  the  position  at  Columbus,  and 
removal  of  the  large  stores  of  supplies  and  munitions  now  there  in 
such  a  way  as  to  avoid  publicity.  These  new  lines  can  be  made  of 
great  strength  with  a  garrison  of  about  5,000  men,  thus  leaving  free 
my  main  force  for  maneuver  and  “  defensive,  active  ”  operations 
against  the  enemy  as  he  shall  penetrate  the  country  hy  the  avenues 
now  unfortunately  in  his  possession. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 
General ,  C.  S.  Army. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-General ,  Richmond V a. 


Confidential  circular  from  General  Beauregard ,  C.  S.  Army ,  sent  to 
the  governors  of  Tennessee ,  Alabama ,  Mississippi ,  and  Louisiana. 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  21, 1862. 
Dear  Sir:  As  you  are  aware,  heavy  disasters  have  recently  be¬ 
fallen  our  arms  on  the  Kentucky  border.  The  Tennessee  River  is  in 
possession  of  the  enemy  since  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry.  The  evac¬ 
uation  of  Bowling  Green  and  subsequent  fall  of  Fort  Donelson.  with 
a  large  loss  of  officers,  men,  arms,  and  munitions,  have  so  weakened 
us  on  that  line  that  Nashville  can  only  be  held  by  superhuman 
energy,  determination,  and  courage.  At  the  same  time  the  direct 
communications  of  the  forces  at  Columbus  with  those  under  General 
A.  S.  Johnston  are  broken,  and  the  two  armies  effectually  isolated  from 
each  other.  With  the  enemy  in  command  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
the  position  at  Columbus  is  so  endangered  from  a  land  approach 
from  that  river  by  a  greatly  superior  force,  that  its  fall  must  be 
regarded  as  certain  unless  extraordinary  efforts  are  made  to  rein¬ 
force  its  present  small  army  of  occupation.  I  need  not  dwell  upon 
the  consequences  of  such  a  disaster.  Suffice  it  to  say  it  would  involve 

RHer^mid^Van  °SS  *°  Confederate  States  of  the  Mississippi 

In  view  of  the  palpable  situation  I  am  instructed  to  evacuate 
Vot limbus  ar|d  take  up  less  vulnerable  positions  on  and  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Island  ^o.  10  and  at  New  Madrid.  In  the  execution  of  this 
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measure,  however,  much  will  depend  on  the  energy  with  which  our 
enemy  may  follow  up  his  late  successes,  and  whether  he  will  give  us 
time  to  withdraw  and  receive  his  onset  elsewhere. 

Coming  to  this  command  at  such  a  crisis,  I  have  been  filled  with  a 
profound  anxiety  and  sense  of  the  necessity  for  a  prompt,  resolute 
encounter  with  the  exigency  in  time  to  prevent  an  irrevocable  defeat. 
Columbus  is  now  occupied  bv  but  about  12,000  men  of  all  arms.  At 
Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid  are  some  4,000  more,  to  which  add 
Buggies’  brigade,  and  are  under  General  Chalmers  at  luka,  say, 
5,000  more.  Thus  you  will  perceive  I  have  a  force  at  my  disposition 
of  but  21,000.  If  we  remain  supine  and  unaroused  to  the  dangers 
accumulating  day  by  day,  awaiting  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  he  will 
assemble  such  a  force  as  to  insure  his  success  and  a  repetition  of  the 
late  disasters  only  with  more  desolating  consequences. 

Hence,  I  have  thought  I  would  submit  for  the  consideration  of 
the  governors  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  States  a  plan  which  I  deem 
most  practicable  for  the  recovery  of  our  losses  and  defense  of  this 
river,  and  call  upon  them  for  the  means  of  execution. 

I  propose  that  the  governors  of  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  Alabama  and  your  excellency  shall  each  furnish  me  with 
from  5,000  to  10,000  men,  armed  and  equipped,  with  the  utmost  pos¬ 
sible  celerity,  for  time  is  precious  and  dispatch  essential  to  success. 
I  shall  call  on  General  Van  Dorn  to  unite  his  forces  with  mine,  and 
leaving  a  suitable  garrison  at  Columbus,  with  troops  to  guard  and 
hold  my  rear  at  Island  No.  10,  I  would  then  take  the  field  with  at 
least  40,000  men,  march  on  Paducah,  seize  and  close  the  mouths  of 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers.  Aided  by  gunboats  I  could 
also  successfully  assail  Cairo,  and  threaten,  if  not  indeed  take,  St. 
Louis  itself. 

In  this  way,  be  assured,  we  may  most  certainly  and  speedily  re¬ 
cover  our  losses  and  insure  the  defense  of  the  valley  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  every  man  you  may  send  me  will  really  be  placed  in  the 
best  possible  position  for  the  defense  of  his  own  home  and  hearth¬ 
stone. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 
General ,  C.  S.  Army. 

[Endorsement.] 

This  confidential  circular  was  sent  by  special  messengers  to  the 
governors  of  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  the 
rendezvous  of  the  troops  furnished  to  be  as  follows:  Those  from 
Tennessee,  at  Jackson,  Tenn. ;  from  Alabama,  at  Corinth;  from 
Mississippi,  at  Grand  Junction;  from  Louisiana,  at  Jackson,  Tenn., 
if  by  railroad,  and  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  if  by  water. 


G.  T.  B. 
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Order  of  General  Beauregard ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  M  ajor-General  Van 

Dorn ,  C.  S.  Army ,  /or*  cooperation  in  the  defense  of  Columbus , 

Ay.,  Island  No.  10. 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  21 ,  _/£££. 

,Mi  Dear  General:  By  the  fall»of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland 
rivers  the  forces  under  General  Polk  (now  to  be  under  me)  are  en¬ 
tirely  cut  oft  from  those  under  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  and  must  now 
depend  upon  themselves  alone  for  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  of  contiguous  States.  The  fall  of  Columbus  and  of  Island 
No.  10,  must  necessarily  be  followed  immediately  bv  the  loss  of  the 
whole  Mississippi  Valley  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
The  fate  of  Missouri  necessarily  depends  on  the  successful  defense 
of  Columbus  and  of  Island  No.  10;  hence  we  must,  if  possible,  com¬ 
bine  our  operations  not  only  to  defend  those  positions,  but  also  to 
take  the  offensive,  as  soon  as  practicable  to  recover  some  of  our  lost 
ground.  I  have  just  called  on  the  governors  of  Tennessee,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  Mississippi  for  5,000  men  from  each  State.  I  have  15,000 
disposable  for  the  field.  If  you  could  certainly  join  me,  via  New 
Madrid  or  Columbus,  with. 10, 000  more,  we  could  thus  take  the  field 
with  40,000  men;  take  Cairo,  Paducah,  the  mouths  of  the  Tennes¬ 
see  and  Cumberland  rivers,  and  most  probably  be  able  to  take  also 
river.  What  say  you  to  this  brilliant  programme, 
which  I  know  is  fully  practicable*  if  we  can  get  the  forces?  At 
at  all  events,  we  must  do  something  or  die  in  the  attempt ;  otherwise 
all  Avill  be  shortly  lost. 

Yours,  truly  and  sincerely, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 
General ,  (J .  S.  Army. 

Major-General  Earl  Van  Dorn, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Pocahontas ,  Ark. 

R-  S. — I  expect  also  the  cooperation  of  twelve  gunboats  from 
New  Orleans.  I  will  inform  you  of  the  governors’  answer  as  soon 
as  received. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  First  Division  Western  Department. 

Columbus ,  Ky.,  February  26,  1862. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  is  preparing  an  attack  on 
New  Madrid.  I  desire  you  would  stop  three  of  the  gunboats  at 
that  place  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  land  force  in  the  con¬ 
templated  attack. 

General  McCown  will  be  in  command  so  soon  as  his  force  can  reach 
there. 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Flag-Officer  Hollins. 


M  af  or-  General , 


L.  Polk, 

Commanding. 


P.  S. — I  desire  one  of  the  gunboats  to  cruise  up  and  down  the  river 
to  keep  the  way  open,  and  to  that  end  have  addressed  a  note  to  Com¬ 
modore  Whittle. 
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Letter  from  Colonel  Withers ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  certain  Members  of 
Congress ,  outlining  a  plan  for  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi 
River. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  February  28,  1862. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  been  specially  called  upon  to  reduce  to  writ¬ 
ing  my  plan  for  defending  the  Mississippi  River,  I  herewith  submit 
the  following  brief  outline : 

I  state  at  the  outset  that  I  think  it  would  be  improper  to  remove 
a  single  soldier  or  a  single  piece  of  artillery  from  the  river  above 
Memphis.  On  the  contrary,  our  defenses  at  and  above  Memphis 
should,  if  possible,  be  rendered  impregnable  without  delay.  As,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  possible  that  Memphis  may  ultimately  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  I  propose  that  fortifications  of  a  formidable  character 
be  simultaneously  erected  at  Helena,  Vicksburg,  Natchez,  Fort 
Adams,  Baton  Rouge,  and  New  Orleans.  The  supply  of  timber  is 
ample  to  build  frames  for  casemates,  and  these,  covered  deeply  with 
earth  and  sodded  with  Bermuda  grass,  might  be  made  impervious  to 
shot  or  shell.  The  question  naturally  suggests  itself:  How  is  this 
vast  system  of  defenses  to  be  erected  in  time  to  resist  the  advance  of 
the  enemy’s  gunboats?  I  reply,  by  the  surplus  slave  labor  of  the 
South.  As  but  little  cotton  will  be  planted,  those  who  are  familiar 
with  the  cotton  region  know  that  all  the  open  land  can  be  readily 
cultivated  in  corn  and  other  grain  by  the  women,  boys,  and  children, 
thus  leaving  almost  the  entire  force  of  men  available  for  work  on  the 
proposed  defenses.  If  this  plan,  of  bringing  to  the  aid  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  the  able-bodied  slaves,  be  adopted,  immense  results  could 
be  surely  and  speedily  accomplished.  When  the  fortifications  are 
erected,  the  great  question  will  be  to  furnish  them  with  proper  arma¬ 
ments.  This  can  only  be  accomplished  by  prompt,  energetic,  and  per¬ 
severing  effort.  Let  all  our  large  foundries  be  at  once  put  to  work 
on  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  Let  tlieir  capacity  be  increased 
and  air  furnaces  be  erected,  so  as  to  meet  the  urgent  demand  for  the 
manufacture  of  heavy  guns.  Let  every  furnace  within  our  limits 
for  smelting  ore  be  worked  to  its  full  capacity,  and  if  necessary  let 
new  ones  be  established.  The  supply  of  iron  in  our  Confederacy  is 
alarmingly  deficient.  Here  again  the  surplus  slave  labor  in  the  cotton 
States  can  be  brought  to  bear  with  tellipg  effect.  The  work  of  mining 
and  smelting  iron  and  lead  ore  is  very  simple,  and  an  adequate  sup¬ 
ply  can  only  be  obtained  in  time  to  meet  our  wants  by  resorting  to 
slave  labor.  Bv  energetic  action  we  can  gradually  place  adequate 
armaments  in  these  fortifications  one  by  one,  beginning  at  the  one 
highest  up  the  river.  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  and  Vicksburg  have 
extensive  foundries,  and  if  stimulated  and  encouraged,  they  can  do 
much  toward  furnishing  armaments  for  the  works.  If  the  proposed 
plan  be  adopted,  not  only  will  the  Mississippi  be  dotted  with  frown¬ 
ing  batteries,  but  they  can,  by  the  same  means,  be  erected  in  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  country  wherever  needed.  Thus  our  slaves,  which  our 
enemies  consider  an  element  of  weakness,  can  be  converted  into  a 
powerful  and  reliable  means  of  defense.  The  fight  at  Fort  Donelson 
has  developed  the  fact  that  the  boasted  invulnerability  of  the  enemy’s 
o-unboats  is  a  myth.  Every  one  of  the  gunboats  was  disabled  in  little 
over  one  hour,  though  the  armament  of  the  fort  was  small  and  none 
of  the  guns  were  of  very  large  caliber.  With  batteries  such  as  I  pro- 
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pose,  we  can  successfully  resist  the  entire  fleet  of  the  enemy  in  the 
Western  waters.  If,  however,  we  should  be  defeated  at  one  point,  we 
could  so  cripple  their  boats  as  to  give  our  army  time  to  fall  back  to 
the  next  defense  below  before  their  boats  could  advance,  and  thus 
contest  every  strong  position  on  our  great  river.  As  matters  now 
stand,  if  Memphis  should  fall,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  enemy’s 
gunboats  from  desolating  the  country  on  both  banks  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  to  within  gunshot  of  New  Orleans.  The  results  of  an  expedition 
down  the  river  bv  the  enemy  no  one  can  estimate.  Our  slaves  in  the 
valley  are  generally  congregated  in  large  numbers  on  extensive  plan¬ 
tations,  the  owners  of  which  are  frequently  nonresidents.  Conse¬ 
quently,  the  institution  loses  there  in  a  great  degree  the  patriarchal 
character  it  assumes  where  the  master  and  family  reside  on  the  plan¬ 
tation.  Deplorable  and  most  disastrous  results  would  surely  follow 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  in  the  waters  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Mississippi.  We  need  prompt  action.  Can  not  the  Government 
be  induced  to  call  on  the  planters  without  delay  for  their  surplus 
slave  labor  to  accomplish  the  end  proposed?  No  one  who  is  familiar 
with  our  people  can  doubt  the  result  of  the  call.  Surely  the  security 
of  our  homes  and  firesides  is  worth  the  effort.  Independent  of  the 
physical,  the  moral  effect  of  carrying  out  the  plan  proposed  will  be 
immense.  It  will  inspire  our  people  who  reside  on  or  near  our  great 
river  with  confidence.  It  may  perhaps  deter  our  enemy  from  making 
the  attempt  to  descend  the  river,  and  it  can  not  fail  to  have  a  salutary 
influence  on  our  slave  population. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Wm.  T.  Withers. 

Hon.  John  Perkins,  Charles  M.  Conrad,  H.  C.  Chambers,  Gus- 
tavus  A.  Henry,  and  others. 


[First  endorsement.] 

.  The  undersigned  regard  the  suggestions  of  General  Withers  of  such 
importance  that  we  respectfully  call  them  to  the  attention  of  the 
President. 

John  Perkins,  Jr. 

D.  F.  Kenner. 
Lucius  J.  Dupre. 

[Second  endorsement.] 

I  approve  o'f  the  general  outline  of  the  plan  of  defending  the 
Mississippi  Valley  suggested  by  Mr.  Withers,  leaving  the  details  to 
be  carried  out  by  competent  officers,  and  earnestly  recommend  that  it 
be  carefully  considered  by  the  military  authorities. 

C.  M.  Conrad. 


[Third  endorsement.] 

We  regard  the  within  suggestions  as  highly  important,  and  hope 
they  will  command  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Administration. 

A.  H.  Garland, 

Grandison  D.  Royston, 
Thomas  B.  Hanly, 

F.  I.  Batson. 


Arkansas. 
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[Fourth  endorsement.] 


We  concur  in  the  foregoing  suggestions,  and  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  commend  them  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  President. 

E.  Barksdale, 

J.  W.  Clapp, 

J.  J.  McRae, 

O.  R.  Singleton, 

R.  Davis, 

Mississippi. 


[Fifth  endorsement.] 


The  recommendation,  so  far  as  of  practical  execution,  seems  to  be 
identical  with  the  plan  adopted. 

J.  D. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  MeCown ,  G.  S.  Army ,  expressing  fears 
for  the  safety  of  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10. 


Madrid  Bend,  M arch  1,  1862 — 9  p.  m. 

Dear  Colonel:  The  enemy’s  cavalry  chased  General  Jeff  Thomp¬ 
son  from  Sikeston  to-day — he  says  one  regiment.  Their  main  force 
yesterday  reported  at  Benton,  said  to  be  25,000  or  30,000,  including 
one  mortar  and  siege  pieces. 

******* 


What  I  fear  most  is  that  the  enemy’s  gunboats  may  pass  this 
place  unless  they  give  me  a  few  days  to  prepare  for  them.  The  guns 
and  ammunition  arrived  here  in  the  greatest  confusion.  I  shall 
mount  guns  and  throw  up  breastworks  afterwards.  If  the  gun¬ 
boats  pass  and  defeat  Hollins,  New  Madrid  must  fall.  *  *  * 

I  have  not  half  force  enough  to  fight  in  any  other  way  than  behind 
my  trenches  on  the  river  shore  with  any  certainty  of  success.  I  have 
two  batteries  opposite  Np.  10  and  the  other  at  Madrid.  If  forces 
could  be  massed  at  Madrid,  that  force  could  be  destroyed,  but  should 
their  gunboats  pass,  the  force  could  be  cut  off  from  Tennessee.  I  will 
fight  the  gunboats  as  long  as  they  desire,  but  I  fear  they  will  try  the 
Port  Royal  game  on  me.  Unless  I  have  time,  I  fear  they  may  succeed. 
However,  I  hope  after  they  pass  that  I  may  turn  them  over  to  Com¬ 
modore  Hollins  in  a  shattered  condition.  Commodore  Hollins  has 
five  gunboats,  four  at  New  Madrid  and  one  here. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

J.  P.  McCown, 
Brigadier -General. 

Colonel  Thomas  Jordan, 

Jackson ,  Tenn. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hollins ,  0.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Guthrie , 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  floating  battery  near  Island  No.  10. 

Flagship  McRae, 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  consultation  with  General  McCown  to-night  we  have 
considered  it  best  to  bring  the  battery  under  your  command  and  place 
it  under  the  northwest  end  of  the  island,  where  it  will  command  the 
inner  channel  and  be  protected  by  the  batteries.  You  will  therefore 
consult  with  General  McCown,  who  will  designate  the  point. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  J.  Guthrie, 

Commanding  the  Floating  Battery,  Island  No.  10. 


Report  of  Brigadier -General  McC  own,  C.  B.  Army,  regarding  an 
engagement  with  the  enemy  at  New  Madrid,  Mo. 


New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March  5,  1862. 

General  :  Colonel  Richmond  left  here  last  evening.  At  12  o’clock 
last  night  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  at  the  upper  fort  at  this 
place.  1  he  guards  at  the  lower  fort  repulsed  them  easily  This 
guard  was  from  Colonel  [Thomas  M.]  Scott’s  regiment.  Artillery 
was  then  opened  upon  us.  Our  gunboats  returned  the  fire  and  soon 
drove  them  back.  No  attack  was  made  by  infantry  upon  our  works. 

If  30,000  or  40,000  men  could  be  thrown  promptly  to  Point  Pleas¬ 
ant  the  force  in  my  front  could  be  defeated  and  captured.  I  throw 
out  this  suggestion.  I  admit  that  if  their  gunboats  should  pass 
Island  No.  10  and  defeat  Commodore  Hollins,  that  force  would  be 
cut  on  from  Tennessee.  If  such  an  enterprise  was  undertaken  the 
transports  carrying  the  troops  should  rendezvous  at  Tiptonville. 
I  he  sooner  undertaken  the  easier  performed. 

I  send  this  by  Captain  [R.  A.]  Lewis. 

Yours,  etc., 


4.1.  McCown, 

-j  T  Brigadier-General. 

General  Leonidas  Polk, 

Commanding. 

N.  B  — The  Federal  troops  were  cheering  for  General  McClernand 
last  night. 

Two  Federals  were  wounded  and  are  prisoners.  Number  of  ar¬ 
ticles  were  taken — blankets,  etc. 


Additional  report  of  Brigadier -General  McCown ,  C.  B  Army  re¬ 
garding  the  engagement  at  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Madrid  Bend,  March  5, 1862—9  p.  m 

fi<rbBnERAn:  I1  amrivst  from  New  Madrid.  The  pickets  have  been 
fighting  all  day.  The  enemy  was  m  line,  only  out  of  range  of  our 

gllllS.  Oll6  DIACe  ( fi-nnnnrl at*\  woo  orluor»nAd  — :j-i_ < aa  i  ^ 
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Une  piece  (6-pounder)  was  advanced  to  within  400  yards  of 


NAVAL  FORCES  ON  WESTERN  WATERS.  833 


our  pickets.  I  directed  the  pickets  not  to  notice  it.  I  shall  risk 
nothing  in  the  field  with  my  small  force. 

Guns.  are  being  rapidly  mounted  at  this  place.  Gun  carriages, 
ammunition,  etc.,  came  here  in  such  confusion  that  it  is  difficult  to 
find  anything. 

I  fear  that  Battery  No.  1  will  be  next  to  useless. 

Guns  of  all  kinds/ forty-seven.  All  I  fear  is  that  the  Federal  gun¬ 
boats  may  close  their  ports  and  run  past.  We  have  not  a  single 
magazine  here.  I  received  your  telegram  of  the  3d  instant.  New 
Madrid  must  be  in  our  possession.  To  hold  this  without  New  Mad¬ 
rid  would  require  a  much  larger  force  than  I  have. 

If  New  Madrid  is  in  our  possession  and  we  can  keep  back  the  gun¬ 
boats,  a  force  could  be  landed  near  Point  Pleasant  and  the  force  in 
my  front  captured. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  turn  my  attention  to  Tiptonville.  The 
island  opposite  that  place  is  under  water. 

It  is  useless  to  deny  that  my  condition  is  critical  in  the  extreme. 
I  shall  do  all  in  my  power.  My  command  is  in  fine  spirits. 

Yours,  etc., 


J.  P.  McCown, 

Brigadier-  General ,  C ommanding. 


Major-General  Leonidas  Polk. 


Letter  from  General  Beauregard ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Brigadier-General 
Ruggles ,  G.  S.  Army ,  acknmoledging  reports  of  the  repidse  of  the 
enemy  at  Pittsburg. 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  March  6 , 1862. 

Dear  General:  I  received  through  Colonel  Olivier  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant,  enclosing  report  of  the  gallant  repulse  of  the  enemy’s 
troops  and  gunboats  at  Pittsburg  by  a  part  of  Colonel  Mouton’s  reg¬ 
iment,  the  Eighteenth  Louisiana.  You  will  please  express  to  him 
my  thanks  at  this  brilliant  success  on  his  first  encounter  with  the 
enemy.  I  hope  it  is  only  the  forerunner  of  still  more  gallant  deeds 
on  the  part  of  his  regiment. 

Being  still  unwell,  I  have  requested  General  Bragg  to  furnish  you 
with  all  necessary  instructions. 

I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General ,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Daniel  Buggles, 

Commanding  at  Corinth ,  Miss. 

f  _ 

Report  of  Brigadier -General  McCown ,  G .  S.  Army ,  regarding  affairs 

at  M adrid  Bend ,  Mo. 

Headquarters, 
Madrid  Bend ,  March  7,  1862. 

General:  Yesterday  the  enemy  appeared  at  Point  Pleasant.  At 
my  request  Commodore  Hollins  sent  two  gunboats  to  remove  all 
means  of  crossing  from  the  Missouri  shore.  Several  shots  (6- 
pounders)  were  fired  at  the  Kentucky.  The  gunboats  soon  removed 
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the  annoyance.  Should  I  fail  to  hold  New  Madrid,  it  would  require 
10,000  men  to  maintain  my  position  in  the  bend,  unprotected  by 
works  as  it  is.  I  consider  New  Madrid  of  great  importance.  I 
shall  not  relinquish  it  without  a  struggle.  We  have  fifty  guns  of  all 
sorts  mounted  on  Island  10  and  on  shore  opposite,  including  siege 
guns  and  floating  battery.  The  carriages  for  many  of  our  best  guns 
can’t  be  found.  Where  are  they?  The  guns  mounted  are  not  all 
protected  by  works. 

A  captain  in  Colonel  Travis’s  regiment  was  seriously  wounded 
yesterday. 

I  have  not  been  able  yet  to  send  any  force  to  Tiptonville  except  a 
small  force  of  cavalry.  Can’t  the  force  in  my  front  at  New  Madrid 
be  cut  to  pieces  or  captured  ?  All  I  can  do  is  to  hold  what  I  have  and 
risk  nothing. 

Yours,  etc.,  J.  P.  McCown, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  Leonidas  Polk, 

Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  March  8,  1862. 

Use  gunboats  in  keeping  river  open  below  New  Madrid  in  case  of 
necessity. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

General  McCown, 

New  Madrid  ( via  Union  City),  Tenn. 


Report  of  Brig  adder -General  McCown ,  C.  S.  Army,  advising  that  a 
strong  force  would  be  required  to  hold  the  Mississippi  at  Madrid 
Bend. 


Headquarters, 

Madrid  Bend,  March  9,  1862 — 11  p.  rn. 

General:  I  send  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Commodore 
Hollins.  The  enemy  is  erecting  works  at  Point  Pleasant,  Their 
roi  ce  is  heavy.  1  ime  will  wear  out  my  command.  The  force  in  my 
front  can  be  cut  to  pieces  and  captured  if  a  strong  force  is  promptlv 
thrown  here.  If  I  should  have  to  give  up  New  Madrid  it  would 
require  a  stronger  force  than  I  have  to  hold  this  bank  of  the  river. 

I  believe  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  pass  Island  No.  10.  My  com¬ 
mand  is  in  good  spirits. 


General  Leonidas  Polk, 

Commanding. 


J.  P.  McCown, 

Brigadier- General. 


[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  McRae, 

New  Madrid,  [ Mo .],  March  9, 1862. 
General  :  The  report  of  the  commanders  of  the  gunboats  Polk  and 
Pontchartram  convince  me  that  unless  a  force  can  be  landed  either 
at  Point  I  leasant  or  this  side  of  it  and  the  enemy  driven  from  that 
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place  the  navigation  from  below  will  virtuallv  be  cut  off.  The  <mn- 
boats  can  drive  them  back  from  the  bank  while  they  are  firing, ^but 
they  tail  back  out  of  reach  and  advance  again  as  soon  as  the  gunboats 
iea^ e.  the  enemy  are  said  to  have  moved  a  large  force  to  that  place. 
I  should  say  that  unless  large  reinforcements  are  sent  to  you  to  meet 
the  enemy  now  m  our  front,  we  shall  either  be  compelled  to  leave  this 
place  or  give  up  our  communication  in  transports  from  Tipton ville 
to  this  place. 

I  would  suggest  planting  a  good  heavy  battery  on  the  Tennessee 
side  to  shell  them  m  conjunction  with  the  river  battery  and  the  gun¬ 
boats.  This  may  obviate  the  difficulty  until  your  reinforcements 
airi\e,  and  if  you  have  a  mortar  it  could  be  used  to  great  advantage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

r  ,  Ar  n  Flag-Officer. 

General  McCown, 

Commanding  Forces. 


[Telegram.] 

Madrid  Bend,  March  10 ,  1862 — noon. 
b  rom  the  best  information  I  can  obtain — notwithstanding  Captain 
Gray’s  assurance  to  the  contrary — I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
enemy  may  be  able  to  occupy  some  point  on  the  Missouri  shore  (Rid¬ 
dle  s  Point)  below  Tiptonville,  at  least  with  light  guns.  The  Fed¬ 
eral  are  fortifying.  All  quiet.  If  the  gunboats  stop  to  attack  No. 
10,  I  will  capture  them.  All  I  fear  is  their  running  past.  Commo¬ 
dore  Hollins  gives  me  the  most  hearty  cooperation. 

J.  P.  McCown, 
Brigadier-General. 

General  Polk. 


[Telegram.] 

Corinth,  [Miss.,]  March  11,  1862. 

The  water  has  fallen  and  the  enemy’s  boats  can  not  now  pass  Col¬ 
bert  Shoals. 

I  have  had  a  reconnoissance  made  below  Eastport,  and  from  all 
that  I  can  learn  Chalk  Bluffs,  below  Savannah,  is  the  only  good 
point  to  fortify.  I  think  the  guns  useless  where  they  are. 

James  R.  Chalmers, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  Ruggles. 


[Telegram.  ] 


Humboldt,  March  12.  1862. 

A  messenger  just  in  from  General  McCown  states  the  enemy  have 
moved  down  from  New  Madrid  to  neighborhood  of  Point  Pleasant. 
All  quiet  at  our  forts.  Our  gunboats  keeping  the  enemy  from  estab- 
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lishing  works  on  the  river.  Estimated  force  15,000,  with  70  pieces 
of  light  artillery.  Fifty-two  heavy  guns  mounted  at  Island  10 
and  Madrid  Bend. 

Will  give  accurate  information  as  to  ammunition  and  supplies  of 
the  force  on  the  river  in  a  day  or  two. 

L.  Polk. 

General  Beauregard, 

J ackson. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  McCown ,  C .  S.  Army ,  regarding  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy  at  Point  Pleasant. 

Madrid  Bend,  March  12 ,  1862. 

Colonel:  I  received  yours  of  March  10.  As  soon  as  I  can  deter¬ 
mine  the  guns  required  here,  I  shall  forward  the  remainder  to  Fort 
Pillow.  As  soon  as  a  gunboat  opens  fire  upon  the  enemy  they  disap¬ 
pear,  but  return  as  soon  as  the  boat  leaves.  They  are  fortifying 
Point  Pleasant.  I  have  placed  two  24-pounder  siege  guns  and  a 
company  of  cavalry  opposite  that  point. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

If  they  assault  the  works,  I  believe  they  will  be  repulsed  with  loss 
with  the  cooperation  of  Commodore  Hollins.  Here  I  desire  to  say 
that  Commodore  Hollins,  as  well  as  all  his  command,  have  given  me 
the  most  hearty  support  in  everything.  I  feel  confident  of  defeating 
the  enemy’s  gunboats  if  they  stop  to  fight.  If  they  run  past,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  pass  them  in  a  crippled  state  to  Commodore  Hollins. 

J.  A 

Yours,  sincerely, 

J.  P.  McCown, 

B rig adier- General,  C ommanding . 

Colonel  Thomas  Jordan, 

Adjutant-General ,  Jackson ,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  March  12 ,  1862. 

General  Chalmers  telegraphs  from  Iuka  : 

Some  of  the  boats  in  sight  at  Eastport  when  my  pickets  left  at  6  o'clock  this 
morning.  Enemy  were  at  Savannah  last  night  with  thirty-three  transports  and 
three  gunboats.  Did  not  disembark  wagons  and  horses.  All  on  board  at  sun¬ 
set.  They  said  they  would  start  for  railroad  this  morning  early.  There  is  not 
water  enough  for  the  gunboats  to  go  to  Florence.  They  will  stop  at  Pittsburg 
or  Eastport.  The  enemy  took  in  all  pickets  and  guards  at  night. 

Later. — Shelling  Eastport;  two  gunboats  in  sight. 

I  advise  you  to  keep  your  forces  well  in  hand  for  any  movement. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

,,  .  _  ,  _  General ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Polk. 
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[Telegram.] 

Eastport,  March  12 ,  1862. 

Country  admirably  adapted  for  a  small  force  to  hold  a  large  one  in 
check,  and  if  he  lands  I  can  hold  him  back  until  reinforcements  can 
reach  me.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  landing  will  be  at  Hamburg 
and  the  march  on  Corinth.  The  women  and  children  in  that  region 
on  the  river  were  warned  by  the  enemy  to  leave.  I  have  cavalry 
pickets  on  both  sid.es  of  the  river  and  extending  to  the  enemy’s  lines. 
One  gunboat  badly  crippled.  They  fought  from  the  Eastport 
Landing,  which  is  called  10  miles  from  Chickasaw,  where  our  bat¬ 
tery  was.  It  may  have  been  to  test  the  range  of  our  guns  and  their 
effect  at  the  Eastport  Landing.  If  I  had  the  means  I  would  move 
the  battery  this  side  of  Bear  Creek  The  gunboats  can  not  go  above 
Chickasaw.  I  will  keep  you  informed.  No  bridges  between  East- 
port  and  Iuka. 

James  R.  Chalmers, 
Brigadier -General,  G .  S.  Army. 

General  Bragg, 

Jacks  cm ,  T  enn. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Corinth ,  Miss.,  March  2Jj,  1862. 

The  following  dispatch  received  from  Major-General  Crittenden: 

Iuka,  [March]  21f,  [1862]. 

Colonel  Looney,  in  command  at  Eastport,  reports  exchanging  shots  with  gun¬ 
boats  of  enemy  to-day;  that  they  are  landing  troops  from  two  transports  at 
mouth  of  Yellow  Creek. 

Braxton  Bragg, 

Major- General. 

Major-General  Polk. 


[Telegram.] 


Memphis,  April  10, 1862. 

Twenty  boats  are  ordered  up  White  River  to  report  to  you  for  duty. 
There  arQ  some  of  the  largest  class  boats  lying  at  and  above  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  which,  I  understand,  could  go  to  Des  Arc  if  they 
would.  They  were  ordered  to  go  as  far  up  the  river  as  possible.  I 
am  doing  all  in  my  power  to  provide  forage. 

W.  J.  Anderson, 

Major  and  Quartermaster. 

General  Van  Dorn, 

Des  Arc. 
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Letter  from  General  Beauregard ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant  Guthrie , 
G.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  inspection  of  gunboats  under  construction 
at  Memphis ,  Tenn. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jackson ,  Tenn.,  March  18,  1862. 

Captain  :  In  view  of  the  pressing  necessity  for  gunboats  on  the 
Mississippi  as  a  part  of  defense  of  the  valley,  the  general  command¬ 
ing  directs  me  to  ask  that  you  will  proceed  at  once  to  Memphis  and 
inspect  the  state  of  construction  of  the  two  gunboats  there  being 
built  for  the  Government.  Please  ascertain  under  whose  superin¬ 
tendence  these  boats  are  being  constructed,  and  make  a  detailed  re¬ 
port  of  their  condition,  time  necessary  to  complete  them,  with  such 
suggestions  and  details  as  you  may  deem  necessary  about  them. 

The  general  further  desires  that  you  will  remain  and  overlook  their 
construction  in  the  interest  of  the  service,  and  as  an  agent  of  the 
Government,  until  otherwise  directed  by  your  immediate  superior 
officer  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Jordan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Captain  Jno.  J.  Guthrie. 


[Telegram.] 


Decatur,  March  19,  1862 — 2  p.  m. 

It  is  reported  by  my  engineer  that  the  enemy  have  no  ironclad 
gunboats  on  the  Tennessee.  Field  batteries  can'  be  used  effectively 
against  their  gunboats. 


Major-General  Hardee, 

T  uscumbia. 


A.  S.  Johnston. 


Report  of  Brigadier -General  Stewart ,  C.  S.  Army,  reqardina  ail  airs 

at  Fort  Pillow.  " 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Pillow,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  telegram  of  this  date  I  forward,  via 
Memphis,  a  report  of  this  command,  including  negro  laborers  and 
some  half  dozen  men  or  more  belonging  to  Captains  Neely’s  and  Hay¬ 
wood’s  cavalry.* 

What  we  most  need  here  is  the  remainder  of  the  ten  columbiads 
(lour  are  here),  which  I  learn  have  been  ordered  here,  and  their  car¬ 
nages;  parts  of- carriages  have  arrived.  If  not  already  done,  I 
would  be  glad  if  you  would  dispatch  orders  to  the  proper  points 
along  the  line  they  were  to  come  to  hasten  up  the  guns  and  their 
carnages. 


*  Report  uot  found. 
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One  battery  of  eight  smoothbore  32s  lias  3  or  4  inches  of  water 
on  the  platforms  and  3  feet  of  water  in  rear  of  the  platforms.  I 
think  the  guns  can  be  used,  and  that  it  will  be  preferable  to  attempt¬ 
ing  to  move  them.  If  we  had  the  columbiads  here  in  position  we 
might  defy  the  gunboats. 

Captain  Harris  has  shown  me  a  telegram  of  this  date  respecting 
the  land  defenses  at  this  point.  It  is  barely  possible  that  General 
Beauregard  may  not  be  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  line  of  intrench- 
ments  in  our  rear  some  3^  miles  in  length,  and  requiring  a  garrison 
of  15,000  to  20,000  men  to  line  it.  A  rear  defense  for  3,000  men 
would  have  to  be  thrown  up  entirely  within  the  existing  Fort  Pillow, 
and  would  require  some  days  for  its  construction. 

I  have  deemed  it  important  just  now  to  direct  all  our  labor  on  the 
river  defenses,  and  hope  yet  to  be  able  to  stop  the  enemy’s  fleet 
should  it  pass  [Island]  No.  10. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  Stewart, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

Golonel  Thomas  Jordan, 

A  s  sis  tan  t  Ad  jut  a  nt-Gencrdl. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Hollins ,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  operations  on  Mississippi  River. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond ,  Va.,  April  8, 1862. 

Sir ;  *  *  *  This  vessel  [ Manassas ]  is  a  novelty  in  her  construc¬ 

tion,  and  the  Department  relies  upon  you  to  make  her  formidable  to 
the  enemy.  Strike  a  blow  when  and  where  you  can;  the  harder  the 
better.  At  this  distance  from  the  scene  of  action,  I  can  not  attempt  to 
direct  your  movements  in  detail,  but  having  entire  confidence  in  your 
zeal  and  professional  ability,  I  can  only  enjoin  you  to  watch  the  enemy, 
and  to  assail  and  destroy  him  whenever  you  can. 

******* 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  George  N.  Hollins, 

Comdg.  Naval  Defenses ,  Mississippi  River ,  Memphis ,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Pillow,  April  9,  1862. 

These  boats  of  the  enemy  are  heavy  iron  gunboats,  either  one  of 
which  is  heavier  than  all  of  mine.  Have  passed  Island  Nt>.  10.  I  see 
nothing  that  I  can  do  against  them  in  a  fight.  My  vessels  might 
render  good  service  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  I  await  your  answer. 

Geo.  N.  Hollins. 


S.  R.  Mallory, 
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[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  April  10,  1862. 

I  hope  the  Louisiana  will  leave  New  Orleans  and  join  you  immedi¬ 
ately.  She  was  to  have  been  ready  to-day.  The  ship  built  by  Tift, 
called  the  Mississippi ,  will  join  you  at  the  earliest  moment.  Your 
proposition  to  quit  the  enemy  and  to  go  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  can  not  be  entertained.  You  must  oppose  his  descent  of  the 
river  and  his  movement  of  vessels  and  troops  at  every  step. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  George  N.  Hollins, 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  April  10,  1862. 

Dispatch  of  to-day  revoked.  Cooperate  with  army;  harass  and  annoy  the 
enemy;  employ  your  squadron  to  the  best  advantage,  but  do  not  go  down  the 
river  as  you  propose  without  overwhelming  necessity  and  first  advising  me. 
Your  duty  is  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  resist  the  enemy’s  descent  of  the  river. 


Flag-Officer  G.  N.  Hollins. 


S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  Navy. 


Fort  Pillow,  April  10,  1862. 

The  above  just  received  and  forwarded.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  I  shall  await  your  answer  before  leaving.  Pinkney  not  yet 
back.  Gunboats  brought  down  sixty  men;  few  horses,  mules,  corn 
and  cotton. 


Flag-Officer  G.  N.  Hollins. 


T.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  McRae. 


[Endorsement.] 

N  dispatch  exposing  the  ignorance  of  the  Navy  Department. 
April  10,  1862. 

G.  N.  H. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  11,  1862. 

Your  dispatch  received  yesterday,  proposed  to  abandon  opposition 
to  the  enemy  s  descent  of  the  river  by  your  fleet,  and  to  carry  your 
fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  This  proposition  is  totally  inad¬ 
missible.  Every  effort  that  nautical  skill,  invention,  and  courao-e  can 
put  forth  must  be  made  to  oppose  the  enemy’s  descent  of  the~river 
and  at  every  hazard. 

You  inform  me  that  you  have  gone  to  New  Orleans  at  the  urgent 
i  equest  of  Captain  Whittle,  You  will  therefore  send  these  orders 
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to  the  senior  in  command  of  your  squadron  by  telegraph.  The 
Louisiana  must  join  your  squadron  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  George  N.  Hollins, 

Care  Captain  Wm.  C.  Whittle ,  Commanding  at  New  Orleans. 


[Telegram.] 

Baton  Rouge,  April  11 ,  1862. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Commander  Whittle  for  my  immediate 
presence  in  New  Orleans  I  determined  to  proceed  thence  to  Mont¬ 
gomery.  Fleet  is  on  its  way  up  the  river.  Will  you  order  mine 
down  the  river?  I  can  render  effective  service  below.  Commander 
Pinkney  is  in  charge  of  the  vessels  at  Fort  Pillow. 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag -Officer. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Hollins ,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  transmitting  transcript  of  dispatches  already  forwarded. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  dispatches  were  sent  to  you : 

April  10,  1862. — Dispatch  of  to-day  revoked.  Cooperate  with  the  army;  harass 
and  annoy  the  enemy ;  employ  your  squadron  to  the  best  advantage,  but  do 
not  go  down  the  river  as  you  propose  without  overwhelming  necessity  and  first 
advising  me.  Your  duty  is  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  resist  the  enemy’s  descent 
of  the  river. 

April  10,  1862. — I  hope  the  Louisiana  will  leave  New  Orleans  and  join  you 
immediately.  She  was  to  have  been  ready  to-day.  The  ship  built  by  Tift, 
called  the  Mississippi,  will  join  you  at  the  earliest  moment.  Your  proposition 
to  quit  the  enemy  and  go  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  cau  not  be  enter¬ 
tained.  You  must  oppose  his  descent  of  the  river  and  his  movement  of  vessels 
and  troops  at  every  step. 

April  11,  1862. — Your  dispatch,  received  yesterday,  proposed  to  abandon  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  enemy’s  descent  of  the  river  by  your  fleet  and  to  carry  your  fleet 
to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  This  proposition  is  totally  inadmissible.  Every 
effort  that  nautical  skill,  invention,  and  courage  can  put  forth  must  be  made  to 
oppose  the  enemy’s  descent  of  the  river,  and  at  every  hazard. 

You  inform  me  that  you  have  gone  to  New  Orleans  at  the  urgent  request  of 
Captain  Whittle.  You  will  therefore  send  these  orders  to  the  senior  officer  in 
command  of  your  squadron  by  telegraph.  The  Louisiana  must  join  your  squad¬ 
ron  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

You  will  return  to  this  Department  the  appointment  sent  for  Mr. 
Gift. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  George  N.  Hollins, 

Memphis ,  T enn. 
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Extract  from  report  of  evidence  taken  before  a  joint  special  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Confederate  Congress  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
Navy  Department. 


Mr.  Semmes.  When  did  you  leave  New  Orleans? 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  think  on  the  18th  of  April,  about  five  days 
before  New  Orleans  was  taken. 

Mr.  Semmes.  But  you  operated  in  New  Orleans  some  time  before 
you  brought  otf  the  fleet  to  go  up  to  Columbus? 

Commodore  Hollins.  That  was,  I  think,  about  three  months  before 
that.  It  was  about  the  time  that  Captain  Whittle  relieved  me  in 
February. 

Mr.  Semmes.  \  oil  recollect  Fort  Donelson  fell  about  the  14th. 
TV  as  it  before  or  after  that  time  that  you  went  up  the  river? 

Commodore  Hollins.  It  was  about  that  time. 

Mr.  Semmes.  What  vessels  constituted  your  fleet? 

Commodore  Hollins.  The  McRae ,  the  Livingston ,  the  Maurepas, 
the  General  Polk ,  and  the  Ivy. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Did  you  not  have  the  Manassas  at  one  time? 

Commodore  Hollins.  She  came  part  of  the  way  up,  but  she  was 
sent  back  again,  having  run  aground  and  injured  herself. 

.  Mr.  Semmes.  Were  you  engaged  in  conflicts  with  the  enemv  ud  the 
river  ?  J  ^ 

Commodore  Hollins.  Sometimes.  At  New  Madrid  we  were  en¬ 
gaged  off  and  on  for  nearly  seventeen  days — night  and  day. 

Mr.  Semmes.  We  have  seen  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  Navy 
Department  to  you  dated,  I  believe,  the  14th  of  April,  when  you  pro¬ 
posed  to  go  down  the  river,  countermanding  that  proposed  movement. 
\\  hat  motive  had  you  in  view  in  going  down  the  river  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Cap¬ 
tain  TV  hittle,  stating  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  begging  of  me  to  come  down;  that  my  services  were  needed 
there. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Where  did  you  receive  the  dispatch  countermandino- 
you  ?  * 


Commodore  Hollins.  In  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Semmes.  What  was  the  condition  of  your  fleet  at  the  time  you 
proposed  to  go  to  New  Orleans  with  regard  to  powder? 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  don’t  believe  I  had  twenty  minutes’  pow¬ 
der.  I  telegraphed  before  that  that  I  had  but  half  an  hour’s  supply. 
1  used  a  great  deal  of  powder  before  that  time  in  engagements  with 

the  transports  which  brought  provisions  and  ammunition  up  to  the 
army.  1 

tvt  ^ '■  ^emmes.  Why  did  you  desire  to  go  down  with  your  fleet  to 
New  Orleans?  J 

Commodore  Hollins.  To  whip  the  enemy  out  of  the  river  I  felt 
confident  I  could  do  it. 

ac^omplfsh™'  PleaSe  tdl  US  the  meanS  by  Which  y°U  ProPosed  to 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  considered  that  our  boats  had  a  oreat  ad¬ 
vantage  in  going  down  the  stream.  They  were  completely  guarded 

L ,  1  io°nnn0n  f1'  5Ts1C,md’  ,not  only  that,  I  had  40  coal  boats  and  I 
had  12,000  cords  of  lightwood,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  tar 

and  stuffs  of  that  kind  to  put  on  board  of  them.  I  should  have  gone 
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with  these  fire  boats  on  each  side  of  my  gunboats,  and  run  them  im¬ 
mediately  on  board  the  enemy.  I  should  have  gone  below  the  forts 
and  attacked  them.  I  knew  that  [they]  were  there  in  such  numbers 
that  if  I  attacked  them  they  would  run  foul  of  each  other  and  become 
so  confused  as  to  render  them  unable  to  do  me  any  serious  injury.  I 
felt  perfectly  safe  in  going  down.  I  knew  the  enemy  never  thought 
anything  of  passing  Fort  Pillow,  and  they  stopped  to  attack  the  fort 
because  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to  silence  it  before  they 
could  get  their  transports  by.  The  gunboats  were  no  use  without  the 
transports,  and  hence  it  was  necessary  to  silence  the  fort  to  enable 
them  to  pass.  Our  boats  could  have  come  down  the  mouth  of  the 
river  in  three  days.  I  felt  confident  I  would  have  whipped  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Semmes.  In  a  narrow  stream  like  the  Mississippi,  the  in¬ 
equality  between  your  fleet  and  that  of  the  enemy  was  in  a  great 
degree  counterbalanced  by  the  immense  number  of  the  enemy’s  fleet, 
the  difficulty  of  motion  from  that  cause,  and  your  coming  down¬ 
stream  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  It  was,  sir.  I  had  also  a  great  advantage 
in  having  all  my  guns  forward,  whereas  they  could  not  use  their 
guns  until  they  turned  broadside,  which  would  have  thrown  them 
across  the  river,  thus  crowding  them  together  in  inextricable  con¬ 
fusion. 

Mr.  Semmes.  You  would  have  possessed  the  advantage  over  them, 
you  say,  because  of  your  guns  being  forward  and  theirs  on  the  side? 

Commodore  Hollins.  Yes,  sir;  and  not  only  that,  but  the  fire 
boats  would  have  stricken  terror  into  them.  If  it  were  not  for  these 
fire  boats,  I  would  never  have  driven  them  out  of  the  river  in  the 
first  instance. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Y our  boats  were  iron  in  front,  were  they  not  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  They  wrere,  sir. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Was  the  caliber  of  your  guns  equal  to  that  of  the 
enemy  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  Not  quite;  but  they  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  their  boats  with  powerful  effect. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Was  your  machinery  in  good  condition? 

Commodore  Hollins.  Yes,  sir ;  but  of  course  not  equal  to  theirs. 

Mr.  Semmes.  So  that  your  main  reliance  was  upon  the  narrowness 
of  the  stream,  your  guns  being  iii  front,  and  your  going  down  the 
river  while  they  were  going  up  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Semmes.  How  many  guns  could  you  have  brought  to  bear 

upon  the  enemy  ?  • 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  suppose  about  20.  Ihey  could  have 
brought  to  bear  upon  me  at  most  only  8  or  9,  unless  they  turned 
broadside,  and  that  would  have  given  me  complete  advantage  over 
them,  because  thev  would  have  been  in  each  other’s  way. 

Mr.  Phelan.  In  case  they  should  have  turned  their  broadside  to 
you,  were  their  sides  not  protected  by  chains? 

‘  Commodore  Hollins.  I  heard  so,  but  I  don’t  think  that  was  any 
protection,  because  the  chains  were  cut  through. 

Mr  Semmes.  Wbuhl  you  have  gone  down  below  the  raft  . 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  would  have  gone  down  below  the  forts, 
and  not  given  them  a  chance  to  come  up.  I  should  have  caught 
them  at  their  anchors. 
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Mr.  Semmes.  Did  you  come  down  the  river  from  any  apprehension 
of  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  passing  our  forts  above  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  No,  sir.  I  never  dreamed  of  their  passing 
the  forts  until  their  army  could  take  them  by  land.  I  now  refer  to 
Fort  Pillow. 

Mr.  Semmes.  The  vessels  above  were  ironclad,  were  they  not? 

Commodore  Hollins.  Yes,  sir;  they  could  come  by  without  any 
trouble;  they  wanted,  however,  to  bring  their  transports,  and  that 
was  their  main  object. 

Mr.  Semmes.  \  ou  said  you  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  at 
New  Orleans  countermanding  your  projected  movement  down  the 
river  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  did,  sir. 

Mr.  Semmes.  What  did  you  do  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  showed  it  to  Governor  Moore  and  others. 
I  told  him  what  I  thought  I  could  do.  I  was  subsequently  informed 
by  Captain  Whittle  that  Governor  Moore  and  General  Lovell  and 
the  captain  himself  telegraphed  to  the  Department  to  let  me  remain 
and  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Semmes.  What  was  the  reply? 

Commodore  Hollins.  There  was  no  reply.  I  waited  twenty-four 
hours  for  an  answer,  but  none  was  received.  The  first  intimation 
I  received  after  that  was  a  telegraphic  dispatch  to  come  on  to  Rich¬ 
mond  immediately. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Did  you  come  on  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  did. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Did  you  see  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  did.  I  received  orders  to  be  president  of 
the  board  to  examine  midshipmen. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Was  this  matter  about  your  recall  from  the  com¬ 
mand  a  subject  of  any  conversation? 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  said  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Did  the  Secretary  say  anything  to  you  upon  the 
subject? 

Commodore  Hollins.  Nothing,  sir.  I  told  him  if  I  was  allowed 
to  do  what  I  proposed  I  should  have  whipped  the  squadron. 

Mr.  Semmes.  What  did  he  say  to  that? 

Commodore  Hollins.  He  said  nothing. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Where  was  your  fleet  when  you  were  ordered  from 
New  Orleans  here? 

Commodore  Hollins.  At  Fort  Pillow.  I  could  have  gone  back 
to  it  by  rail  in  twenty-four  hours  from  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Semmes.  How  long  would  it  have  taken  you  to  have  gone 
back  by  water? 

Commodore  Hollins.  Two  days  and  two  nights.  Perhaps  more. 

Mr.  Semmes.  What  finally  became  of  your  fleet? 

Commodore  Hollins.  It  was  burned,  sir. 

Mr.  Semmes.  Where? 

Commodore  Hollins.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River. 

Mr.  Semmes.  At  the  time  it  was  burned  was  it  supplied  with  <nins 
and  ammunition? 

Commodore  Hollins.  I  think  not.  I  think  all  the  guns  and  am¬ 
munition  weie  left  at  Fort  Pillow.  The  fleet  was  then  brought 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River  and  burned. 
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Mr.  Semmes.  Was  the  burning  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  ? 

Commodore  Hollins.  So  I  have  understood. 

Question.  You  speak  of  your  fleet  up  the  river  as  the  McRae, 
Livingston ,  Maurepas ,  General  Polk ,  and  Ivy.  Where  was  the  Tus- 
carora,  Pontchartrain ,  and  the  floating  dock— with  the  Red  Rover  f 

Commodore  Hollins.  The  Tuscarora  caught  fire  going  up  and 
was  left  behind.  The  floating  clock  had  gone  up  to  Island  No.  10, 
and  there  was  blockaded  by  the  enemy.  The  Red  Rover  was  a  boat 
more  for  the  men  to  live  on  board  of  than  for  active  service.  She  be¬ 
longed  to  the  floating  dock,  and  was  merely  used  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  men  to  live  in.  She  was  not  armed  at  all.  If  I  did 
not  state  that  the  Pontchartrain  was  there  it  was  an  accidental 
omission. 
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A.  McDowell,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  785 

Abaco,  Bahama  Islands.  Removal  of  wreck  of  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  from 

No  Name  Cay.  Report  of  H.  K.  Thatcher _  246 

Abandoned  property.  See  Forfeited  and  abandoned  property. 

Abbot,  Trevett.  Mentioned _  4, 12,  25,  89,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 189,  213 

Able,  Barton.  Correspondence  with  G.  W.  Graham _  456 

Acadia,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ 32, 124 

Ackerman,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned _  551 

Adaire,  Thomas  N.  Mentioned _  554,  567 

Adam,  Emil.  Mentioned _ , _  381 

Adams,  B.  J.  See  B.  J.  Adams,  U.  8.  transport. 

Adams,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned _  158, 159 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from  Red  River,  La _  162 

Adams,  Jefferson.  Mentioned _  305 

Adams,  John.  (Captain,  C.  S.  Army.)  Mentioned _  756 

Adams,  John  S.  Mentioned _ 74, 133 

Adams,  M.,  jr.  Report  of  operations  against  Mobile,  Ala _  76 

Adams,  Michael.  Mentioned _  401 

Adams,  Richard.  Mentioned _  551 

Adams,  Theodore. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  484 

Mentioned _ _  352,  388,  431,  438,  463,  48S 

Addison,  W.  J.  Mentioned _  155, 157, 167-169 

Adjutant-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  Mentioned - 15,  22 

Admiral,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  742,  757 

Agnes,  Mary.  See  Mary  Agnes,  Schooner. 

Aiguer,  Geofrey.  Report  of  extent  of  injury  received  by  Flag-Officer 

Foote  at  Fort  Donelson -  660 

Alabama. 

Cooperative  operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Canby,  E.  It.  S _  127 

Dyer,  C.  H _  127 

Thatcher,  H.  K -  127 

Report  of  H.  K.  Thatcher _  135 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse  with -  171 

Alabama,  Governor  of. 

Confidential  circular  from  G.  T.  Beauregard  to -  826 

Mentioned - -  827,  844 
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Alabama  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Page. 

Cavalry— Battalion :  554.  Companies:  Houston’s,  565;  Hubbard’s, 

556,  565. 

Infantry— Battalion :  3d  (Garvin's),  554,  565,  567,  569.  Regiments: 

1st  (Steedman's) ,  739;  Stubb’s  company,  745;  27tb 
(Hughes'),  554,  555,  565,  567. 

Albatross,  U.  S.  S. 

Injuries  sustained  by,  in  a  gale _ , _  14 

Mentioned -  62, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188,  212,  230.  241,  243,  256 

Alcorn,  James  L.  Report  of  affairs  in  Kentucky _  794 

Aldrich,  Cyrus.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department.  U.  S _  286 

Aleck  Scott,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  366,  437.  442,  780,  782,  783 

Alexander,  J.  H.  Mentioned _ _ _  258 

Alexander,  R.  J.  Mentioned _  421 

Alexandria,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  159 

Alexis,  Fort.  See  Fort  Alexis,  Ala. 

Algiers,  La.  Boats  taken  from  shipyard  of  John  Mahoney  at _  239 

Allen,  Captain.  Mentioned _  775 

Allen,  Bowen.  Mentioned _  155 

Allen,  G.  B.,  &  Co.  Mentioned _  463 

Allen,  John  H. 

Mentioned - 189,213,231 

Report  of  attempted  destruction  of  Confederate  steamer  near  Fort 

Point,  Tex.,  February  25,  1S65 _  52 

Allen,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  469,  488 


Allen,  W.  H.  Report  of  abandonment  of  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  by  Confed¬ 
erate  forces,  February  19,  1862 _  619 

Allison,  Robert  D.  Report  of  attack  on  Camp  Joe  Underwood,  Ivy., 

October  24,  1861 _ 796 


Althea,  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Blakely  River,  Ala _  96, 129, 132  133 

Mentioned _ _  j  ?  05’  3^ 

56,  106,  118,  120,  12S,  171,  1S8,  202,  212,  230,  242,  253,  255,  260,  262 
Alton,  City  of.  See  City  of  Alton,  Steamer. 

American  Union,  Brig.  Mentioned _  13q 

Ames,  J.  T. 

Correspondence  with  H.  A.  Wise _  769 

Mentioned _ 

Anderson,  Corporal.  Mentioned _ _  739 

Anderson,  Henry.  Mentioned _ _ _ _ _ 587  739 

Anderson,  J.  P.  Mentioned _ _ ~ _ _  ’  j7Q 

Anderson,  J ohn  H.  Mentioned _ _  5gg 

Anderson,  Major.  See  Major  Anderson,  steamer. 

Anderson,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _ _  351 

Mentioned-. - -  345,  i48,  349 

Anderson,  William  G.  See  Wiljiam  Anderson,  U.  S.  hark. 

Anderson,  W.  J.  Correspondence  wit]l  Earl  Van  Dorn _  S37 

Andiew,  John  A.  See  Mas  sat  ■husetts,  Governor  of. 

Andrews,  G.  D.  Mentioned _  100 


INDEX. 


849 


P2L2J6 

Andrews,  George  W.  Mentioned _  <353 

Andrews,  Samuel.  Mentioned _  730 

Anna  Dale,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  in  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.,  February 

18,  1865 -  42—45 

Anna  Perette,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  120 

Annie  Sophia,  Schooner.  Capture  of.  See  Galveston,  Tex.  Capture  of 
schooners  Annie,  Sophia,  and  Pet,  etc. 

Antona,  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of  steamer  Will-o’-the-wisp,  off  Galveston,  Tex.,  Febru¬ 
ary  10,  1S65 -  33-37 

Mentioned _  3 

12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 118, 120, 126, 128, 171, 1S8,  212,  230,  241,  243,  256 

Apalachicola,  Fla.  Establishment  of  military  post  at _  195, 196,  201,  219-221 

Apalachicola  River,  Fla.  Disposition  of  Confederate  naval  material  in 

vicinity  of___l -  258 

Appleton  Belle,  Steamer. 

Burning  of,  February  7, 1862 _  S21 

Mentioned _  565 

Aransas  Pass,  Tex.  Destruction  of  schooners  Mary  Agnes  and  Louisa 

at,  February  16-18,  1865.  Report  of  A.  E.  K.  Benham _  53 

Argosy,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 159, 162 

Argus,  James.  Mentioned _  540 

Arizona,  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of,  in  Mississippi  River,  February  27,  1865 _ 57-59 

Mentioned  - - -  3, 12,  25,  38,  47, 108 

Arkansas,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned -  3,  5,  7,  12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  118,  120, 12S,  171,  188,  212,  580 

Orders  for  movements _  215 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Infantry — Battalion: 

Deshla’s,  564.  Regiments:  12th  ( E .  W  Gantt's),  421,  767; 

13th  ( Tappan’s ),  406,  408,  411-413,  417,  418,  425;  15th 
(Gee's),  554,  555,  565,  569. 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc.  Supplies  of. 

Communications  from  Sam  Tate _  799 

Reports  of 

Brown,  I.  N _  790,  791 

Mills,  Thomas  B _  '79O 

See  also  Ordnance. 

Armstrong,  J.  Welly.  Mentioned _ , _  419 

Armstrong,  James.  Mentioned _  550 

Armstrong,  James  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  85,  257 

Woodman,  E.  W _  257 

Mentioned -  70,  239 

Report  of  affairs  at  Pensacola,  Fla _ 110,  111 

Armstrong,  William  F.  Mentioned _ _ _ _  381 

Arnold,  T.  H.  Mentioned _  423 

Aroostook,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  3, 

12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188,  212,  230,  256 

Arthur,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned _  3, 

12,  25,.  38,  56, 106, 120,  128, 171, 188,  212,  230,  247,  25G 
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Arthur,  Mathew.  Mentioned _  73G 

Asboth,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with  Nathaniel  Green _  220 

Mentioned - - - 110,111,201,219 

Ashford,  J.  A.  Mentioned _  418 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  IT.  S.  Mentioned _  575, 

647,  660,  662-664,  686,  713,  714,  761,  771 

Attenborough,  It.  H.  Mentioned _  550 

Attenborough,  William  M.  Mentioned _  550 

Augusta  Dinsmore,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  3, 

12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 118, 121, 128, 172, 1S8,  212,  230,  247,  256 

Averett,  Samuel  W. 

Correspondence  with  G.  N.  Hollins _  751 

Report  of  operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River___  745 

Avilla,  E.  W.  Mentioned _  587 

Avilla,  Elisha.  Mentioned _  544 

B.  J .  Adams,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned _  783,  784 

B.  M.  Runyan,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  812 

Bacon,  Frederic  A.  G. 

Mentioned -  3,12,25,38,56,106,120,128,171 

Report  of  sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Althea  by  torpedo,  April  12,  1865 _  133 

Bacon,  William  T. 

Mentioned -  3, 12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 188, 199,  212 

Report  of  explosion  of  ordnance  stores  in  '  Mobile,  Ala.,  May  25 

1865 - - - ’  200 

Badger,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  290 

Bagdad,  Mexico.  I  uneral  honors  paid  to  the  memory  of  President  Lin¬ 
coln  by  representatives  of  foreign  governments  at _ 1S2, 183 

Bailey,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  E.  R.  S.  Canby _  84 

Mentioned _ _ _ _ _  ^9  99  1 33 

Reports  of. 

Mobile,  Ala.  Operations  against _  83 

Richmond  and  Petersburg,  Va.  Fall  of _  87 

Baker,  Charles.  Mentioned _  7g6 

Baker,  Charles  W.  Mentioned _ ~~  586 

Baker,  Lafayette  C.  Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Haskell _  62 

Baldwin,  Robert  G.  Mentioned _ gg6 

Baldwin,  William  E.  Mentioned _ _ _  ’  609 

Ballinger,  W.  P.  Mentioned _ 272 

Baltic,  Steamer. 

Mentioned -  178,  187, 189,  213,  225,  231,  253,  255,  260 

Sale  of -  262 

Surrender  of.  See  TomUglee  River,  Ala.  Surrender  of  Confederate 
vessels  in. 


Survey  of _ 

Baltic,  U.  S.  steamer.  Mentioned _ 

Baltour,  Jule.  Mentioned _ 

Bangs,  Stephen.  Mentioned _ 

Bankhead,  Smith  P.  Mentioned _ 

Banks,  Fort.  See  Fort  Banks. 

Banks,  General.  See  N.  P.  Banks,  Steamer. 


226,  227 

-  783 
74, 132 

-  736 

-  420 
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Banks,  N.  P.  See  N.  P.  Banks,  Steamer.  Page. 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P. 

Correspondence  with 


Canby,  E.  It.  S _  1S7 

Fitzwater,  A.  J _ 144, 145 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general  at _  194 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  144,  209 

Mentioned _  62 

Bark,  Anthony.  Mentioned _  736 

Barker,  J oseph.  Mentioned _  132 

Barksdale,  Ethelbert.  Mentioned _  831 

Barrett,  Clarence  T. 

Correspondence  with  T.  H.  Stevens _  185 

Mentioned  _  64 

Barrow,  Bartholomew.  Mentioned _  421 

Barrow,  Robert  H.  Mentioned _  409,  421 

Bates,  Kinzie.  Mentioned _  731 

Batson,  Felix  I.  Mentioned _  830 

Baxter,  Algernon  S.  Mentioned _  517 

Bayard,  John  W.  Mentioned _ 132 

Bayer,  Samuel.  Mentioned _  540 

Bayou  City,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  124 


Bayou  Teche,  Louisiana.  Operations  in.  See  Berwick  Bay,  La.  Opera¬ 


tions  in  vicinity  of. 

Beals,  Horace.  See  Horace  Beats,  U.  S.  bark. 

Beardsley,  Robert.  Mentioned _  19 

Beauregard,  Gustave  T. 

Confidential  circular  from,  to  governors  of  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  and  Louisiana _  826 

Correspondence  with 

Chalmers,  James  R _  836 

Guthrie,  J.  J -  83S 

Hollins,  G.  N _  737,738 

Johnston,  A.  S _  822 

McCown,  J.  P _ _  737,742,743,751,831,834,836 

Polk,  L _  835 

Ruggles,  Daniel -  833 

Trezevant,  John  T -  741 

Van  Dora,  Earl _  828 

Walker,  L.  M -  742 

Mentioned _  563,  721,  744,  745,  751,  756,  763,  766,  839 

Reports  of. 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.  Opera¬ 
tions  against,  and  in  defense  of _  755 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Affairs  in -  825-827 

Tennessee  River.  Operations  in -  836 

Beck,  Robert  L.  Mentioned - , -  382 

Bedard,  James.  Mentioned -  540 

Bee,*  Steamer.  Mentioned _  346,  348,  440-442,  450,  7S1,  782 


*  Also  found  “  B.” 
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Beers,  James  It.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  B.  F.  Sands _  205 

Mentioned _  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Report  of  chasing  ashore  of  Confederate  steamer  Granite  City  near 

Velasco,  Tex.,  January  21,  1865 _  18 

Behm,  Charles  F.  W.  Mentioned _  189,  213,  231 

Belden,  Samuel. 

Mentioned _  12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Pink,  September  23,  1865 _  250 

Belfast,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  264 

Bell,  John.  Mentioned _ 618,  619 

Bell,  Robert.  Mentioned _  645 

Bell,  Tyree  H.  Mentioned _ 412,  413 

Bell,  W.  S.  Mentioned _ _  425,  737 

Belle,  Appleton.  See  Appleton  Belle,  Steamer. 

Belle  Creole,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  778 

Belle  Memphis,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  301,  302,  376,  402,  404 

Belle,  Ohio.  See  Ohio  Belle,  Steamer. 

Belligerent  rights.  Withdrawal  of,  from  Confederate  States  by  British 

and  French  Governments _  223 

Belmont,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  779 

Belmont,  Mo. 

Battle  of,  November  7,  1861. 

Communications  from 

Phelps,  S.  L _  439 

State  Department,  C.  S _  406 

Congratulatory  letter  from  President,  C.  S _  407 

General  orders. 

Grant,  U.  S _  398 

Johnston,  A.  S _  424 

Polk,  L _  423 

List  of  officers  of  U.  S.  S.  Lexington _  404 

Orders  and  instructions  of  U.  S.  Grant _  402,  404 

Reports  of 

Butler,  B.  J _  424 

Cheatham,  B.  F _  447 

Foote,  A.  H _  39g 

Grant,  U.  S _ 494 

Johnston,  A.  S _  802 

McCown,  J.  P _  420 

Perry,  Roger - - 398 

Pillow,  Gideon  .1 _  410  047 

Polk,  L -  406-412 

Trask,  W.  L _  425 

Waike,  H -  400,402 

Wright,  John  V _  424 

Statement  of  Joshua  Bishop _  394 

See  also  Abstract  logs  of  U.  S.  steamers  Tyler  and  Lexington,  pp 
772,  780. 

Exchange  of  shots  between  U.  S.  steamers  Lexington  and  Tyler  and 
Confederate  batteries  at,  October  7,  1S61.  Report  of 

H.  Waike - 362,363 

See  also  Abstract  logs  of  U.  S.  steamers  Tyler  and  Lexington  pp 
772,  780. 
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Belmont,  Mo. — Continued.  Page. 

Expedition  to,  September  2,  1861.  Report  of  G.  Waagner _  310 

Withdrawal  of  U.  S.  troops  from.  Report  of  U.  S.  Grant _ 310,  312 

Beltzhoover,  Daniel.  Mentioned _  406,  408,  411,  412,  413,  415,  418 

Ben,  - .  (Negro.)  Mentioned _ 3S2 

Benefit,  Steamer. 

Mentioned _ : _ _  1OT 

Orders  for  movements _  10S 

Benham,  Andrew  E.  K. 

Mentioned -  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 172, 1S9,  213,  231 

Reports  of. 

Aransas  Pass,  Tex.  Destruction  of  schooners  Mary  Agnes  and 

Louisa  at,  February  16-18,  1S65 _  53 

Matilda,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  February  11,  1S65 _  38 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.  See  Secretary  of  War,  C.  S. 

Bennett,  John  W. 

Mentioned _  60 

Report  of  operations  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  in  defense  of  Mobile,  Ala., 

March  27  to  April  11,  1865 _ 99 

Benton,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  February  24  to  April  9,  1862 _  773-777 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  495 

Fitting  out  of _  387, 

429,  438,  446,  482,  496,  523-525,  530,  534,  635-637,  640,  659,  673 

Grounding  of _  459 

Mentioned _ 429,  438,  447,  449-453,  455,  456,  483,  500,  522,  528, 

585,  586,  632,  65S,  674,  677,  678,  734,  759,  760,  762,  769,  773,  776,  814 
Operations  in  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March 

12  to  April  7,  1862 _  686, 

691,  693-697,  699,  702,  704-709,  711-714,  719-723,  726,  728,  734 

Qualities  of _  488,  515,  517,  520 

Trial  trip _  502,  503,  505,  506 

Benton,  William  P.  Mentioned _  214 

Ben  Willis,  Schooner.  Seizure  of,  February  2,  1865 _ 26,  32 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  S. 

Movements  of -  246 

Orders  for  movements -  166 

Berthard,  J.  Mentioned _ : -  170 

Bethel,  Captain.  Mentioned - ' -  416 

Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana.  Operations  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  Ezra 

Leonard _  116 

Bicker,  Henry  K.  Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman -  150 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture,  in  Galveston  Harbor,  Tex.,  of  schooners  Annie  Sophia  and 

Pet,  by  boat  expedition  from,  February  2,  1865 - .• —  27-33 

Condition  of _ 23, 102 

Mentioned _  3, 12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 120, 128, 194 

Movements  of  - 138, 139 

Biffle,  Jacob  B.  Mentioned -  196 

Big  Bayou  Pigeon,  Louisiana.  See  Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in 
vicinity  of. 

Biggio,  William.  Mentioned -  110 
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Bignonia,  U.  S.  tug.  Mentioned _  141 

Billips,  Charles.  Mentioned _ 587 

Billups,  James  W.  Mentioned _ 166. 169 

Biloxi,  Miss. 

Destitute  condition  of  citizens  of.  Reports  of 

Thatcher,  H.  K _ ; _  113 

Yates,  A.  R _  114 

Protection  of  citizens  of.  Communication  from  E.  R.  S.  Canby -  175 

Bird,  Prairie.  See  Prairie  Bird,  Steamer. 

Bird’s  Point,  Mo.  Defense  of.  Order  of  U.  S.  Grant _  461 

Bishop,  Joshua. 

Correspondence  with  John  Rodgers _  294,  296,  301 

Mentioned _  302,  361,  441,  617,  773-775,  777 

Statement  of  services  of _  301 

Bishop,  William.  Mentioned _ 404 

Bissell,  Josiah  W. 

Correspondence  with  B.  F.  Wade _  734 

Mentioned _  701,  702,  714,  717,  724,  732 

Bivins,  James.  Mentioned _  586 

Blackburn,  Arthur.  Mentioned _  736 

Blackburn,  Edward  K.  Mentioned _  264 

Black  Diamond,  Steamer. 

Mentioned _ 178,  ISO,  187,  189,  213,  225,  228,  231,  253,  255,  260 

Sale  of _  262 

Surrender  of.  See  Tombigbee  River,  Ala.  Surrender  of  Confederate 
vessels  in. 

Survey  of _ . _  228 

Black  Hawk,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 26,  40 

Blair,  Erank  P.  Correspondence  with  H.  A.  Wise _  295 

Blair,  Montgomery.  Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Fremont _  297 

Blake,  Edward  D. 

Mentioned -  411,  424,  628-630 

Report  of  examination  of  defenses  of  Island  No.  10  and  Madrid 

Bend - - -  757 

For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  see  Polk, 

Leonidas. 

Blakely  River,  Alabama. 

Destruction  of  TJ.  S.  vessels  by  torpedoes  in.  See  Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 
Vessels  sunk  by  torpedoes  in  and  near. 

Removal  of  obstructions  from _  87,  88, 185, 186 

Blanc,  Samuel  P.  Mentioned -  154, 155, 157, 167, 168, 169 

Blanchard,  P.  H.  Mentioned _  736 

Blasdell,  Charles  M.  Mentioned _ 551 

Blasdell,  Nicholas  J. 

Mentioned -  12,  25,  39,  57,  106,  121,  12S,  172,  189,  213 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Kittatinny  and  appointed  to  com¬ 
mand  U.  S.  brig  Bohio _  223 

Blockade  of  Southern  ports.  Removal  of  restrictions _  171 

See  also  Western  Waters.  Blockade  of  Southern  commerce  on. 
Blockade  runners. 

Capture  of.  See  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Captures  made  by. 
Movements  of.  Communications  from 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul  at _  194 

Navy  Department,  U.  S - 190, 193 
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Bloomer,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  3( 

12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  118,  120,  128,  171,  188,  212,  230,  253,  256 

Bly,  H.  T.  Mentioned _  694 

Blythe,  A.  K.  Mentioned -  406,418,419,426 

Bohio,  U.  S.  brig. 

Mentioned - 3, 12, 15,  25,  3S,  56, 106, 118, 120, 128, 171, 1S8,  212,  224,  256 

Orders  for  movements _  223 

Boler,  D.  T.  Mentioned _  427 

Bolton,  James  B.  Mentioned _  436 

Bonfleld,  G.  Mentioned _  737 

Bonnet  Carre,  Commanding  officer  of.  Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sher¬ 
man  - 142,  143 

Bon  Secours  Bay,  Ala.  Operations  of  foragers  in.  Report  of  William  A. 

Kirkland _  8,  9 

Borland,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned _  646 

Bosarth,  A.  N.  Mentioned _  382 

Boston,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  784 

Boutelle,  Charles  A.  Mentioned__  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Bowen,  Alex.  P.  Mentioned _ _ _  736 

Bowen,  Charles.  See  Charles  Boiuen,  Steamer. 

Bowen,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  G.  J.  Pillow _  S02 

Mentioned _  812 

Bowers,  A.  W.  Mentioned _  736 

Boyd,  Lynn.  See  Lynn  Boyd,  Steamer. 

Boyson,  William  G.  Mentioned _ 73, 132 

Bradbury,  Isaac  S.  Mentioned _  255,  262 

Bradford,  Hiram  S.  Mentioned _  421 

Bradford,  William  L.  Mentioned _  756 

Brady,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned _  619 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  w7ith 

Chalmers,  James  R _  837 

Crittenden,  George  B _  837 

Mentioned _  671,  721,  763,  833 

Report  of  operations  in  Tennessee  River -  837 

Branson,  David.  Mentioned _ 7, 15,  22 

Brayman,  Mason.  Mentioned _  313 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  McClemand, 

John  A. 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex. 

Blockade  of.  Report  of  A.  G.  Clary -  6 

Captures  made  off _ 11, 109, 116 

Breas,  J.  P.  Mentioned _  540 

Brennan,  Coxswain.  Mentioned -  776 

Brennand,  Edward  E.  Mentioned -  551, 591,  598 

Brenton,  Francis  J.  Mentioned-  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 189,  212,  231 

Brigham,  J.  Mentioned -  170 

Britton,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned -  500,  540,  551 

Brock,  Samuel.  Mentioned -  804 

Bromwell,  Deb.  Mentioned -  737 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  200,  288 
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Brooks,  Samuel  S.  Mentioned _  551,  58G 

Broussard  and  Testrow.  Mentioned _ : _ 1 _  232 

Browder,  Bartlett  M.  Mentioned _  554,  565,  567 

Brown,  Charles  H.  Mentioned—  4, 12,  25,  39,  57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Brown,  Egbert  B.  Mentioned _ 217 

Brown,  George. 

Mentioned _  3,  12,  25,  38,  106,  121,  128,  135,  171,  186,  188,  191,  212,  230,  231 

Reports  of. 

Arizona,  IT.  S.  S.  Destruction  of,  in  Mississippi  River,  February 

27, 1865  _  57 

Cincinnati,  TJ.  S.  S.  Blowing  up  of  launch  of,  by  torpedo _  131 

Brown,  Isaac  N. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S _  812 

Mentioned _  572,  806 

Report  of  supplies  of  arms,  ammunition,  etc _  790,  791 

Brown,  Jacob.  Mentioned _  132 

Brown,  James.  Mentioned _ 44,  45 

Brown,  James  W. 

Mentioned - T -  42,  43,  51 

Report  of  destruction  of  C.  S.  schooner  Anna  Dale  in  Pass  Cavallo, 

Tex.,  February  18,  1865 _  44 

Brown,  Neill  S.  Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  A.  S _ ! _  S06 

A’ar  Department,  C.  S _  809 

Brown,  William  H.  See  William  II.  Brown,  V.  S.  8. 

Browne,  William  M.  See  Department  of  State,  C.  S. 

Browning,  W.  A.  Mentioned _  171 

Bryant,  Nathaniel  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H - 529,  616 

Fry,  James  B _  077 

Kilty,  A.  H -  533 

Swaney,  John _  070 

Mentioned -  404,  474,  510,  617,  618,  626,  639 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Zollicoffer,  Cumberland  River.  Armament  of _  675 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  February 

25,  1862 -  040 

Buchanan,  Franklin.  Mentioned _ 199,  790 

Buchanan,  James.  Mentioned _  249 

Buckner,  Simon  B. 

Correspondence  witli 

Alcorn,  J.  L _  794 

Grant,  U.  S -  596,597 

Mentioned - 5S4,  589,  590,  600,  605-608,  610,  613,  614,  62S,  630,  631,  821 

Buckthorn,  TJ.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 3, 

12,  25,  38,  56, 106,118, 120, 12S,  171, 1SS,  212,  230,  253,  255,  260,  262 

Budd,  William. 

Correspondence  with  H.  K.  Thatcher _  457 

Mentioned - 142, 155,  i67 

Buell,  Don  Carlos.  Mentioned -  479,  4S0,  5S3,  631,  637,  639,  662,  730,  766,  822 

Buffington,  Adelbert  R.  Mentioned _  472 

Buford,  Captain.  Mentioned _  710 

I 


INDEX. 


857 


Page. 

Buford,  Napoleon  B.  Mentioned _  _  315,  405, 

406,  430,  652,  653,  671,  693,  696,  699,  702,  720,  721,  72S,  732,  777,  780 
Bullitt,  Fanny.  See  Fanny  Bullitt,  TJ.  S.  transport. 

Bunker,  Burton.  Mentioned _ 44,  45 

Burch,  John  C.  Mentioned _  416 

Burcham,  George  E. 

Correspondence  with  H.  K.  Tliatcher _  165, 233 

Mentioned _  140,  233 

Report  of  injuries  done  premises  in  New  Orelans,  La.,  by  shots  fired 

at  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb _  165 

Burdick,  Lester.  Mentioned _ ; _  36 

Burk,  William.  Report  of  sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Osage  by  torpedo,  March 

29,  1865 _  74 

Burke,  Anthony.  Mentioned _  736 

Burkhart,  George.  See  George  Burkhart,  Schooner. 

Burnes,  E.  Mentioned _  170 

Burnham,  Samuel.  Mentioned _ : _  813 

Burns,  Charles.  Mentioned _  736 

Burns,  James.  Mentioned _  51 

Burns,  Thomas.  (Captain  of  gun.)  Mentioned _ 586 

Burns,  Thomas.  (First-class  fireman.)  Mentioned _ 131,132 

Burns,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned _  736 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E.  Mentioned _ 549 

Burrell,  Abraham.  Mentioned _ _ _ 131, 133 

Burton,  W.  C.  Mentioned _  423 

Butler,  B.  J. 

Mentioned  _  409 

Report  of  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7,  1S61 _  424 

Butler,  E.  G.  W.,  jr.  Mentioned _ 411,421 

Butler,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned _  680 

Cabell,  E.  C.  Correspondence  with  D.  M.  Frost -  808 

Cairo,  U.  S.  S. 

Armament,  January,  1862 -  495 

Mentioned  _  387,  533,  624,  626,  674-677,  700,  785 

Occupation  of  Clarksville,  Cumberland  River,  Tenn.,  February  19-20, 

1862  _ 616-620 

Operations  in  Cumberland  River -  640 

~  Prichett,  James  M.,  appointed  to  command -  500 

Proposed  appointment  of  S.  L.  Phelps  to  command -  501,  503,  508,  510 

Cairo,  City  of.  See  City  of  Cairo,  Steamer. 

Cairo,  Ill. 

Acceptance,  from  contractor,  of  gunboats  completed  at -  502-504 

Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Foote,  A.  H _  370 

Wise,  George  D -  160 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H_. _  369, 432-434,  447 

Grant,  U.  S -  431 

Reports  of 

Dove,  B.  M _ 441-443 

Pennock,  A.  M -  670 
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Cairo,  Ill. — Continued.  Page. 

Arrival  of  U.  S.  gunboats  Tyler,  Lexington,  and  Conestoga  at,  from 
Louisville,  Ky.  Reports  of 

Phelps,  S.  L _  299,302 

Rodgers,  John _  298 

Arrival  of  U.  S.  receiving  ship  Maria  Denning  at _  436,  437 

Base  of  Federal  operations  on  Western  waters _  278,  279,  7S6,  78S 

Commissioning  of  U.  S.  vessels  at _  506,  515 

Construction  and  equipment  of  U.  S.  vessels  at. 

Communications  from 

Eads,  James  B _  485 

Foote,  A.  H _  474,  475,  483,  488,  497,  502,  520,  524-527,  530,  712 

Harwood,  A.  A _  519 

Meigs,  M.  C _  482 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  532,  581 

Wise,  H.  A _  523,  527,  532,  576,  613,  620,  635,  636,  641, 

642,  655,  657,  659,  605,  666,  669,  670,  673,  674,  679,  684,  759,  761 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H _  459,  462,  463,  500,  577 

War  Department,  U.  S _  761 

Reports  of 

Dove,  B.  M _  448 

Foote,  A.  H _  451,  453^55, 

459,  462,  472,  474,  4S9,  491-495,  498,  502-504,  515,  517,  535,  577, 

579,  632,  635,  037,  638,  640,  042,  650,  655,  657,  659,  664,  760,  768 

Kilty,  A.  H _  532,  533,  581 

Pennock,  A.  M _  505,  614,  616,  620,  668,  673,  684 

Sanford,  J.  P -  455,  580 

Stembel,  R.  N _  506 

Inspection  of  U.  S.  vessels  at _  462 

Measures  for  defense  of.  See  Neic  Orleans,  La.  Construction  of  Con¬ 
federate  vessels  at. 

Pay  for  crews  of  gunboats  at,  requested _  341 

Perry,  Roger,  ordered  to  assume  charge  of  ordnance  equipment  and 

stores  at _  359 

Steamer  Maria  Denning  made  receiving  ship  at _  428,  433 

Transfer  of  gunboats  building  at  St.  Louis  to _  432, 

434,  439-442,  444-453,  455,  456,  459,  460 

Walke,  II.,  ordered  to  assume  charge  of  gunboats  at _  322 

Calcasieu  Pass,  Louisiana.  Escape  of  Confederate  steamers  Granite 
City  and  Wave  from,  January  20,  and  destruction  of 
schooner  Delpliina  in,  January  22,  1865.  Reports  of 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  jr _ 77  19 

Palmer,  James  S _ 16,  78 

Calderio,  Antonio.  Mentioned _  586 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  122 

Mentioned - - l73,  188;  212,  219 

Callender,  Franklin  D. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  359 

Mentioned - 1*365,  472 
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Camp,  Norman  H.  Mentioned _  80 

Cameron,  Simon.  See  War  Department,  U.  8. 

Camp  Joe  Underwood,  Ky.  Attack  on,  October  24,  1861.  Report  of 

R.  D.  Allison _  796 

Camp  Parapet,  La.,  Commanding  officer  of.  Correspondence  with 

T.  W.  Sherman _  143 

Campbell,  Captain.  Mentioned _  396 

Campbell,  John  Archibald.  Mentioned _  268 

Campbell,  John  J.  Mentioned _  420 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  J _  83,84,87 

Christensen,  C.  T _  84 

Denicke,  C.  F.  M _  93 

Fitzhugh,  W.  E _  216 

Franklin,  S.  R _  46 

Granger,  G - 59,  94 

Greene,  T.  P _  66 

Halieck,  II.  W _  48 

Hurlbut,  S.  A _  119 

Lee,  S.  P _  40,  55,  60, 107,  192.  193,  203,  214 

Loring,  E.  P _  187 

Palmer,  J.  S _  75,  76, 195 

Rawlins,  J.  A _  193 

Smith,  T.  Kilby _  147 

Steele,  F _ 85,  86 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  63-69,  77-87, 

89-91, 127, 141, 147, 175, 192, 195, 196,  201-203,  205,  209,  210,  212,  215 

Mentioned _  21, 

26,  47,  S8,  92, 108, 120, 134, 177, 190, 194, 198,  211,  217,  219,  263,  273 
Order  of,  for  a  joint  commission  to  examine  wharves,  docks,  etc.,  in 

and  about  Mobile,  Ala _  133 

Reports  of. 

Stonewall,  C.  S.  ram.  Arrival  of,  at  Havana,  Cuba _  187 

Trans-Mississippi  Department  and  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

Surrender  of  Confederate  forces  in _  213 

Candee,  Mr.  Mentioned -  460 

Canton,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  October  18,  1861. 

Communications  from  S.  L.  Phelps -  439 

Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps -  435,  436 

Canty,  Owen.  Mentioned _  586,  736 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

Field  howitzer  for -  358 

Operations  of  M.  Jeff.  Thompson  near.  Reports  of 

Dove,  B.  M _  437 

Perry,  R -  437 

Expedition  to,  August  16-17,  1861.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps -  300 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  V.  S.  8.  Lexington,  pp.  778,  779. 

Caradice,  Pringle.  Mentioned -  544 

Carey,  James.  Mentioned -  736 

Carey,  Robert  H.  Mentioned -  3, 12 
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Carondelet,  TJ.  S.  S.  Page- 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  495 

Assignment  of  signal  number  to _  534 

Casualties,  February  14,  1862 _  586 

Crew  of,  March,  1862— _  736 

Fitting  out  of _  444,  489 

List  of  officers,  February  6,  1862 _  551 

List  of  soldiers  transferred  to,  March  16,  1862 _  736 

Mentioned _  387,  545,  631,  762,  76!),  771,  773,  775,  776,  782 

Operations. 

Against  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  14-16,  1862_  582-592,  597,  598 
At  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862 —  534,  537-541,  545 

In  Tennessee  River _  575 

In  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March  12  to 

April  7,  1862 _ r _  688,  698, 

705,  706,  710-714,  716-719,  722,  724,  726,  72S,  729,  732,  733,  736 

Orders  for  movements _  530 

Walke,  Henry,  appointed  to  command _  501 

Carr,  John  P.  Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  bark  Horace  P.eals  at  New 

York _  14 


Carrabasset,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  to  St.  Martinsville,  La.,  for  recovery  of  light-house  appa¬ 
ratus  _  232 

Mentioned _  3,  12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  118,  120,  128,  171,  18S,  212,  230,  253,  256 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La _  116 

Carroll,  Captain.  Mentioned _  433 

Carroll,  Charles  M.  Mentioned _  406,  409,  414 

Carroll,  Richard.  Mentioned _  551 

Carroll,  William.  Mentioned _  101 

Carson,  William.  Mentioned _  133 

Carswell,  William.  Mentioned _  551 

Carter,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  434 

.  Mentioned  _  435,  459,  515,  638,  648 

Carter,  Jonathan  H. 

Mentioned _ _ _  168, 169,  211,  750,  751,  792-794 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from  Red  River,  La., 

April  23,  and  her  destruction,  April  24,  1S65 _  170 

Carter,  Samuel  P.  Mentioned _  769 

Caruthers,  Marshall  A.  Mentioned _  739 

Castle,  Nelson.  Mentioned _  325 

Cate,  David.  Mentioned - 3, 12,  25,  3S,  56, 106, 120, 128, 171 

Caulk,  J ohn.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  176 

Caven,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned  _  551 

Statement  of,  giving  information  gained  from  Confederate  gunner  at 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn _  545 

Cavin,  G.  F.  Mentioned _  561 

Cayton,  Mr.  Mentioned _  426 

Cayuga,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Mentioned-  3, 12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  120,  123,  126,  128,  171, 188,  212,  230,  23S,  256 
Operations  off  Galveston,  Tex _ 51,  52, 124 
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Cazenove,  Mr.  Mentioned _  249,  250 

Cerro  Gordo,  Confederate  boat.  Mentioned _  822 

Cerro  Gordo,  Tenn.  Capture  of  steamer  Eastport  at _  572 

Chalmers,  James  It. 

Correspondence  with  D.  Ruggles _ - _  620 

Mentioned  _ 827 

Report  of  operation  in  Tennessee  River _  835-837 

Chamberlin,  Frank.  Mentioned _  119 

Chambers,  H.  C.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Withers _ _ _  829 

Chambers,  J.  H.  Mentioned _ v _  170 

Champion,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ 742 

Champion,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  161 

Champneys,  J.  T.  Mentioned _  411 

Chancellor,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned _  401,  403,  780-782 

Chandler,  Colonel.  See  Colonel  Chandler,  Steamer. 

Chandler,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned _ : _  255 

Chaos,  British  schooner.  Mentioned _ 136,  137 

Chapman,  George  J.  Mentioned _  754 

Charles  Bowen,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  779 

Charles,  Daniel  F.  Mentioned _  587 

Charlie,  Negro.  Mentioned _  382 

Charlotte,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned _  3 

12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  118,  120,  128,  171,  188,  212,  230,  242,  253,  254,  260,  262 
Charm,  C.  S.  transport.  Operations  at  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1S61 _  409,  425,  427 

Chase,  Franklin.  See  Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Chase,  Salmon  P.  See  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S. 

Chattahoochee,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned - 259 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  F. 

Mentioned _  41,  408-410,  414,  416,  668,  819 

Report  of  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7,  1861 - - _  417 

Cheatham,  R.  B.  Mentioned _  809,  812,  813 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Enlistment  of  men  at _ .. —  393, 441 

Establishment  of  naval  rendezvous  at -  331,337,  3S4 

Chickasaw,  U.  S.  S. 

Laid  up  at  New  Orleans,  La -  252,  255 

Mentioned _  3, 


12,  25,  38,  56,  72,  73,  106,  118,  120,  122,  128,  171,  180, 

Operations  against  Mobile,  Ala.,  March  S  to  April  12,  1865 - 

Orders  for  movements-.! - 

Chickasaw,  Ala. 

Engagement  at,  March  12,  1862.  Reports  of 

Gwin,  William - - - 

Shirk,  James  W - 

Seizure  of  steamers  at - 

Chicquoine,  Sewell.  Mentioned - 

Childs,  W.  H.  Mentioned - 

Choctaw,  U.  S.  S. 

Laid  up  at  New  Orleans,  La - - 

Mentioned - 160> 


188,  212,  230 
64 

64,  163,  235 


666 
667 
572 
74, 132 
230 


204,  252,  255 
163,  225,  712 


862 


INDEX. 


Chocura,  U.  S.  S.  Pa&e- 

Chase  of  Confederate  steamers  Granite  City  and  Wave,  off  Calcasieu 
Pass,  La.,  January  20,  and  destruction  of  schooner  Del- 

phina,  January  22,  1865 _ 16-19 

Mentioned  _ _  3, 

12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  118,  120,  128,  171,  188,  212,  230,  254,  260,  262 
Christensen,  Christian  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Canby,  E.  It.  S _  84 

Cook,  M.  K _  82 

Eaton,  S.  M _  59 

Granger,  G _  196 

Jackson,  A.  M _  103 

Steele,  F _  85,  86 

Mentioned  _  202 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Canby, 

Edward  R.  S. 

Church,  Elijah  S.  Mentioned _  708 

Cincinnati,  U.  S.  S. 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  495 

Casualties  at  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862 _  539,  544 

Condition  of _  54,  577 

Destruction  of  launch  of,  by  torpedo  in  Mobile  Bay _ 130, 131, 133 

Fitting  out  of _  489 

Laid  up  at  New  Orleans,  La _  252,  255 

List  of  officers,  February  6,  1862 _  550 

Mentioned -  56,  75,  77,  96,  106, 

121,  128,  135,  171,  180,  188,  191,  192,  212,  3S7,  626,  769,  773-777,  782 
Operations. 

At  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862 _  534, 

535,  537,  539,  543,  545,  550,  559,  560 
In  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March  12  to 

April  7,  1862 -  693,  694,  707,  709,  713,  728,  729 

Occupation  of  Columbus,  Ivy.,  March  l^i,  1862 _  650-655 

Orders  for  movements _  179,  240 

lteconnoissance  of  Columbus,  Ivy.,  February  23,  1862 _  627,628 

Stembel,  R.  N.,  appointed  to  command _  481 

Transfer  of,  from  Mississippi  to  West  Gulf  Squadron _ 39,  40 

Wallace,  R.  R.,  ordered  to  relieve  George  Brown  of  command..: _  230 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Affairs  at.  Report  of  John  A.  Winslow _  367 

Naval  rendezvous  at. 

Closing  of -  368 

Establishment  of _ 353,  334 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  President  Board  of  Trade  of.  Correspondence  with 

War  Department,  U.  S _  675 

Circassian,  U.  S.  supply  steamer.  Mentioned _ 47,  ng 

City  of  Alton,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  472 

City  of  Cairo,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  164 

City  of  Memphis,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  443,  778-780,  782,  783 

Clapp,  J.  W.  Mentioned _  831 

Clark,  John  S.  Mentioned _  3 

Clark,  M.  A.  Mentioned _  671 
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Clark,  William  M.  Mentioned _  739,  754 

Clarksville,  Tenn.  Occupation  of.  by  U.  S.  naval  force  under  Flag-Officer 
Foote,  February  19-20,  1S62. 

Order  of  A.  H.  Foote _ - _  616 

Proclamation  of  A.  H.  Foote _  618 

Reports  of 

Allen,  W.  H _  619 

Floyd,  John  B _  620 

Foote,  A.  H - 617-619 

Phelps,  S.  L _  619 

See  also  Report  of  Foote,  pp.  314-316. 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  Mayor  of.  Mentioned _  618 

Clary,  Albert  G. 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  42,  57,  107,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231 

Reports  of. 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.  Affairs  at _  6 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.  Capture  of  schooner  Josephine  off,  Janu¬ 
ary  14,  1865 _  11 

Claud,  Felix.  Mentioned _  221 

Clay,  Hugh  L.  Mentioned _  268 

Cleave,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  736 

Clematis,  U.  S.  tug.  Mentioned _  141, 195,  230,  254,  260,  262 

Clemmens,  Frank.  Mentioned _  694 

Clemson,  James  Y.  Mentioned _  551 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  Naval  rendezvous  at. 

Closing  of _  393 

Establishment  of _  384 

Clifton,  Tenn.  Seizure  of  wheat  and  flour  at.  Report  of  William  Gwin _  634 

Clinton,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned _ 5S,  119 

Cloud,  White.  See  White  Cloud,  Steamer. 

Clyde,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned _  220 

Clyde,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 240 

Cochran,  John.  Mentioned _  736 

Coffer,  George  M.  Mentioned _  382 

Coffey,  James.  Mentioned _  540 

Colahan,  Charles.  Mentioned _  393 

Colburn,  Oliver.  Mentioned -  4, 

12,  25,  39,  57,  106, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231,  255,  260,  262 
Colby,  Edward  P.  Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Rodolph,  April 

1,  1865 _ 74 

Cole,  John  P.  Mentioned - - - 1 —  61 

Coleman,  Ferdinand  T.  Mentioned -  551 

Coleman,  William  B.  Mentioned -  551,  644 

Collier,  Captain.  Mentioned -  291 

Collins,  Captain.  Mentioned- - 103, 104 

Collins,  E.  J.  Mentioned -  587 

Collins,  John  H.  Mentioned -  172,  230 

Colonel  Chandler,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  154 

Colorado,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  22 

Columbus,  Ky. 

Affaii’S  at. 

Communications  from  D.  M.  Frost -  808,  809 

Report  of  L.  Polk -  811 
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Columbus,  Ky. — Continued.  Page. 

Engagement  at,  September  4,  1861. 

Order  of  U.  S.  Grant _  310 

Report  of  John  Rodgers _  309 

Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  near,  October  7,  1861. 

Communication  from  L.  Polk _  793 

Order  of  U.  S.  Grant _  362 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H _  36o 

Walke,  H _  362 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  8.  Tyler,  p.  772. 


Engagement  with  Confederate  gunboats  from,  January  11,  1862. 
Reports  of. 

Foote,  A.  H _  497^99 


Porter,  W.  D _ 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  and  occupation  of,  by  Union  forces, 


499 


March  1-4,  1862.  Reports  of 

Cullum,  G.  W _ 

Foote,  A.  H _ 

Polk,  L _ 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  8.  Lexington,  p.  783. 
Measures  for  defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Maury,  M.  F _ 

Polk,  L _ 

Saunders,  A.  L _ _ _ 

Memorandum  from  J.  Trudeau _ 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Beauregard,  G.  T _ 

Navy  Department,  C.  S _ 

Polk,  L _ 

Proposition  of  Josiah  Gorgas  to  fortify _ 

Reports  of 

Pillow,  Gideon  J _ 

Polk,  L _ 

Operations  against. 

Communications  from  A.  S.  Johnston _ 

Reports  of 

Pillow,  G.  J _ 

Polk,  L _ _ 

Proposal  of  W.  D.  Porter  to  attack _ 

Recounoissance  to. 

January  7,  1862.  Report  of  A.  H.  Foote _ 

February  23,  1S62. 

Communications  from 

Cullum,  George  W _ 

Foote,  A.  II _ 

Polk,  L _ ~ _ 

Preparatory  orders  and  correspondence _ 

Reports  of 

Cullum,  George  W _ 

Foote,  A.  H _ 1 _ 


653 
650 

654 


806 

805 

807 

S19 

S28 

824 

S16 

788 


802-S04 

SOS 


814 


-  817 

-  S14,  815 
-  430 

-  486 


—  628-631 
626,  628-631 

-  628 

621-626 


-  627,628 

-  627,  62S 
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Commerce,  Mo.  Page. 

Expedition  to. 

August  16-17,  1861.  Reports  of 

Stembel,  R.  N _  300 

Rodgers,  John _  300 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  8.  Lexington,  pp.  778,  779. 

August  20,  1861.- 

Communications  from  John  Rodgers _ _  303 

Report  of  John  Rodgers: _ 302 

See  also  Abstract,  log  of  U.  S.  8.  Lexington,  p.  779. 

Letter  of  John  Rodgers  advising  fortifying _ ' _  305 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B.  Mentioned _  6S 

Conestoga,  U.  S.  S. 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  *‘%95 

Engagement  at 

Canton,  Ky.,  November  18,  1861 _ ^ _ 435,  439 

Lucas  Bend,  Mo.,  September  10,  1861 _  323-330 

Expeditions 

To  Eddyville,  Ky.,  October  26-28,  1861 _  379-384 

Owensboro,  Ky.,  September  22-25,  1861 _ _ _ : _  344-349 

LTp  Tennessee  River  to  Florence,  Ala.,  February  6-10,  1862 _  570-574 

List  of  officers,  February  6,  1862 _  550 

Mentioned _ -  335,  339,  351, 

352,  354,  361,  374-383,  389,  397,  428,  470,  479-481,  4S3,  488,  493,  501, 
507-510,  512,  513,  520,  521,  575,  624,  675,  699,  769,  775,  782,  794,  821 

Occupation  of  Clarksville,  Tenm,  February  19-20,  1S62 _ 616-620 

Operations. 

Against  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  14-16,  1862 _  583-585,  587 

At  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862 -  534, 

537,  538,  542,  550 

In  Cumberland  River _  371,  372,  374,  394,  435,  439,  457,  461,  479 

In  Ohio  River _  356,  364,  37S,  435,  479,  497 

In  Tennessee  River _ - —  371,  372, 479,  4S5,  507,  528 

Orders  for  movements _  310,  322,  334,  367,  480,  487,  537 

Purchase  and  fitting  out  of _  283-287,  290-294,  297-299 

Confederate  Signal  Corps  cipher -  10 

Confederate  titles.  Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  forbidding  use  of__  236 
Confederate  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery — Batteries :  Rucker’s,  746,  819. 
Congress,  C.  S. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  floating  defenses,  Western  rivers —  814 

Evidence  taken  before  joint  special  committee  of,  for  investigation  of 

affairs  of  Navy  Department -  842 

Plan  for  defense  of  Mississippi  River  submitted  to,  by  W.  T. 

Withers _ 829-831 

Congress,  U.  S.  Joint  resolution  of,  tendering  thanks  to  A.  H.  Foote —  735 

Connell,  John  M.  Mentioned -  587 

Connelly,  A.  Mentioned - - - - 

Connelly,  John.  Mentioned -  736 

Conrad,  Charles  M. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Withers -  829 

Mentioned  -  830 

N  w  E — vol  22 - 55 
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Constable,  A.  G.  A.  Page. 

Appointed  superintendent  Mortar  Flotilla _  483 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  464,  518 

Mentioned—  385,  386,  388,  454,  455,  484,  491,  492,  494,  496,  519,  525,  577,  5S0 
Construction,  purchase,  and  equipment  of  vessels.  See  Western  waters. 

Organization  and  equipment  of  naval  forces  on. 

Continental,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  785 

Contraband  of  war _  171 

Cook,  John.  Mentioned _  401,  403 

Cook,  Joseph  J.  Mentioned _ • _  124 

Cook,  Martin  K.  Correspondence  with  C.  T.  Christensen _  82 

Cook,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  550 

Cook,  William  C.  Mentioned _  256 

Cooley,  Charles.  Mentioned _  737 

Coon,  U.  S.  Mentioned _  586 

Cooper, - .  Mentioned _  5 

Cooper,  John.  Mentioned _  199,  200 

Cooper,  S.  C.  Mentioned _  745 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T -  755,  825 

Heiman,  A _  564 

Maury,  Dabney  H _ _  267,  269 

Pillow,  Gideon  J _  598 

Polk,  L -  407,564 

Tilghman,  L -  552,553,562 

Copas,  Nathan  R.  Mentioned _ 561 

Coquette,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  134 

Cora,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  March  24,  1865 _ 116, 117 

Cornelius,  J.  N.  Mentioned _  170 

Cornubia,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by  -  135-137 

Destruction  of  steamer  Denbigh,  May  24,  1865 _  197,  224 

Driving  ashore  of  C.  S.  schooner  Le  Compt,  May  24,  1865 _  197, 198,  224 

Mentioned -  3, 12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  121,  128,  171,  188,  212,  217,  230,  243,  256 

Corypheus,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned _  3, 

12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  US,  121,  128,  172,  188,  212,  230,  253,  256 


Cosby,  George  B.  Mentioned _  596 

Costello,  John.  Mentioned _  540 

Couburn,  Charles.  Mentioned _ 73.  732 

Couly,  Owen.  Mentioned _  586 

Cowslip,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of _ 209 

Mentioned - 3,  12,  16,  25,  38,  56, 


106,  114,  118,  121,  128,  130,  172,  188,  212,  230,  253,  254,  260,  262 


Operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala _  199-201 

Cox,  John.  Mentioned _  470 

Crafts,  Samuel  P.  Mentioned _ 195t  230 

Craigs,  Reynolds.  Mentioned _ t _  736 

Crain,  Walter  O.  Mentioned _  554;  507 

Crampton,  E.  Mentioned _  736 

Cree,  Joseph  C.  Correspondence  with  H.  K.  Thatcher _  233 

Creighton,  George.  Mentioned _ 132 
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Creole,  Belle.  See  Belle  Creole,  Steamer.  Page. 

Crescent  City,  U.  S.  steam  transport.  Mentioned _  668,  785 

Crews,  James  M.  Mentioned _ _  571  573_  648 

Crittenden,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Mackall _  823 

Report  of  operations  in  Tennessee  River _ _ _  837 

Crocker,  Niles  T.  Mentioned _  189 

Crockett,  Robert  J.  Mentioned _  745 

Cronan,  John.  Report  of  survey  of  steamers  Baltic,  Morgan,  and  Black 

Diamond -  226-229 

Cropps,  W.  J.  Mentioned _ 736 

Crosby,  J.  Schuyler.  Mentioned _  145 

For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Banks,  N.  P. 
Crosby,  Peirce. 

Correspondence  with 

Gill,  C.  C - 53,  87 

Greene,  T.  P - +___  50,  65 

Palmer/  J.  S — -  26, 138, 163 

Simpson,  E - 88,  115 

Thatcher,  H.  K -  63,78,89,134,202,209,239,240 

Mentioned -  25,  39,  56,  76,  92,  106,  121,  128,  172,  189,  213,  231 

Reports  of. 

Baltic,  Morgan,  and  Black  Diamond,  Captured  steamers.  Sur¬ 
vey  of -  226-229 

Mahoney,  John.  Boats  taken  from  shipyard  of,  at  Algiers,  La _  239 

Mobile,  Ala.  Proceedings  of  commission  appointed  to  examine 

wharves,  docks,  etc.,  in  and  about _ 133 

Crowel,  Augustus  F.  Mentioned _  551 

Crowell,  Miner  B.  Mentioned _  3, 12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 188,  212,  230 

Cruft,  Charles.  Mentioned _  346 

Crumhough,  George  E.  Mentioned _  382 

Cubine,  W.  J.  B.  Mentioned _  561 

Culbertson,  Jacob.  Mentioned _  554,  565-567 

Cullum,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H _ 470,622,658,662 

Grant,  U.  S _  595 

Halleck,  H.  W _  577,  578,  622,  631,  649,  656,  658,  663 

McClellan,  G.  B _  621,622 

Phelps,  S.  L _  619,621,623,624 

Polk,  L _  628-630 

Pope,  John _  689,  692 

Mentioned _ v _  459,  460,  462,  472,  626,  633,  651,  652,  655,  6S6 

Reports  of. 

Columbus,  Ky. 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  and  occupation  of,  by 

Union  forces,  March  1-A,  1862 _  653 

Reconnoissance  to,  February  23,  1862 -  627,  628 

Cumberland  River.  Operations  in -  577 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.  Pro¬ 
posed  operations  against - 1 -  661 

Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  March  1,  1862 -  646 
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Cumberland  River.  Page. 

Affairs  on. 

Communication  from  W.  B.  Machen _  797 

Reports  of 

Phelps,  S.  R _  383 

Smith,  C.  F _  427 

Correspondence  regarding  adaptability  of  mortar  boats  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  _  511-514 

Burning  of  bridges  over.  Reports  of 

Allen,  W.  H _  619 

Floyd,  John  B _  620 

Foote,  A.  H _  619 

Measures  for  defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Brown,  Neill  S _  809 

Brown,  N.  S.,  and  Harding,  W.  G _  806 

Henry,  G.  A -  797 

Polk,  Leonidas _  794 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Johnston,  A.  S _  807 

Navy  Department,  C.  S _  812 

Reports  of 

Gilmer,  J.  F _  799 

Haynes,  Milton  A _  798 

Johnston,  A.  S _  801 

Operations  on. 

Communications  from 

Foote,  A.  H _  022,  624 

Halleck,  H.  W -  637,  639 

McClellan,  G.  B - 613,  631 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  648 

Phelps,  S.  L _  614 

Wise,  H.  A _  649 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H _  480 

Grant,  U.  S _  631 

Halleck,  H.  W _ 616,  625 

Hardee,  W.  J _  320,  823 

President,  U.  S _  641 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H -  635,636,638 

Halleck,  H.  W _ _ _  641 

Heiman,  A _  845 

Phelps,  S.  L - - -  371,374,394,435,457,461,623 

Pillow,  G.  J _  821 

Porter,  W.  D _  3 qq 

See  also  Canton,  Ky.;  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  Eddyville,  Ey.;  Fort 
Donelson,  Tenn.;  Fort  Zollicoffer;  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Cummins,  Edmund  H.  Mentioned _ _ _  753 

Curran,  Sanford.  Mentioned _ . _ 434  439 

Curell,  James  R.  Correspondence  with  J.  S.  Palmer _  265*  266 

Curlew  No.  2,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ _  ’  7So 

Curry,  George  W.  Mentioned _ _ _ _ 
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Page. 

Curry,  Llewellyn.  Mentioned _  551 

Curry,  Thompson.  Mentioned _  404 

Curtis,  James.  Mentioned _  587 

Curtis,  Samuel  R. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  434 

Mentioned _  400,  492,  494,  664 

Curtise,  Williard.  Mentioned _ : _  544 

Cushman,  Charles  H.  Mentioned _  254,  258,  260,  262 

Cutter,  Richard  H.  Mentioned _  550 

Cuyler,  R.  R.  See  It.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  8.  8. 

D.  A.  January,  Steamer.  Mentioned - -  779,  782 

D.  G.  Taylor,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  448,  785 

Daggett,  Mr.  Mentioned _  460 

Dahlgren,  John  A.  Mentioned _  295,  339,  342,  517 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  of. 

Dahlia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 159, 162 

Dakin,  P.  Mentioned - ^ - T -  736 

Dale,  Anna.  See  Anna  Dale,  Schooner. 

Dale,  Kate.  See  Kate  Dale,  Steamer. 

Dalton,  Michael.  Mentioned _  544 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T.  Mentioned -  55 

Danfield,  J.  Mentioned -  736 

Dauntless,*  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  770,777 

Dauphin  Island,  Alabama.  Wreck  of  U.  S.  S.  Pink  on,  September  23, 

1S65.  Reports  of 

Belden,  Samuel -  250 

Thatcher,  H.  K -  250 

Davis,  Charles  H.  Mentioned - 316,  703,  735 

Davis,  Edmund  J.  Mentioned - 216,  273 

Davis,  G.  A.  Mentioned -  736 

Davis,  H.  H.  Mentioned -  170 

Davis,  Jeff.  See  Jeff  Davis,  G.  S.  S. 

Davis,  Jefferson.  See  President,  G.  S. 

Davis,  John.  Mentioned - —  36 

Davis,  Joseph  J.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S -  299 

Davis,  M.  Mentioned -  17° 

Davis,  Oscar  S.  Mentioned - 551 

Davis,  Reuben.  Mentioned -  831 

Davis,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned - a -  736 

Davis,  W.  R.  Mentioned - 170 

Dean,  Benjamin  C. 

Mentioned _  25,  39,  56, 106, 121,  128,  137, 172, 188,  212,  230 

Reports  of. 

Eco,  Mexican  brig.  Capture  of,  February  24,  1865 - -  49 

Galveston,  Tex.  Capture  of  cotton  off -  136 

Dean,  Thaddeus  J.  Mentioned -  715 

Deason,  John  B.  Mentioned -  81° 

Decatur,  Stephen.  See  Stephen  Decatur,  Steamer. 

De  Horsey,  A.  E.  R. 

Correspondence  with  T.  H.  Stevens -  183 

94 

Mentioned - 


*  Known  in  tlie  service  as  the  Mignonette. 
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Delaney,  Isaac.  Mentioned _  736 

Delaney,  P.  H.  Mentioned _  736 

Delphina,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  by  boat  expedition  from  U.  S.  S. 

Chocnra,  in  Calcasieu  River,  La.,  January  22,  1865 _ 16-19 

Denbigh,  Steamer. 

Destruction  of,  May  24,  1S65 _  197 

Mentioned  _  135, 190,  224 

Denicke,  C.  F.  M.  Report  of  operations  against  Mobile,  Ala -  93 

Denning,  Maria.  See  Maria  Denning,  U.  8.  receiving  ship. 

Dennison,  R.  It.  Mentioned -  421 

Department  of  the  West. 

Affairs  in.  Report  of  John  C.  Fremont _  313 

Fremont,  John  C.,  relieves  George  B.  McClellan  of  command _  295 

Derrick,  Clarence.  For  correspondence  as  assistant  adjutant-general, 
see  Cooper,  Samuel. 

De  Russy  Lewis,  G.  Mentioned _  792 

Desha,  Franklin  W.  Mentioned _  564 

Des  Moines,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  779 

De  Soto,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned _  74-2,  752,  757,  771.  777 

Detroit,  Mich.  Naval  rendezvous  at. 

Closing  of _  356 

Establishment  authorized _  337 

Devoe,  J,  B.  Report  of,  transmitting  cipher  used  in  Confederate  Signal 

Corps _  9, 10 

Devoe,  M.  Mentioned _  737 

De  Wall,  Lewis.  Mentioned _ 73, 132 

De  Wolf,  Leon.  Mentioned _  131 

Diadem,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  779 

Diamond,  Black.  See  Black  Diamond,  Steamer. 

Diamond,  John.  Mentioned _  586,  736 

Dickey,  John  H.  See  John  If.  Dickey,  Steamer. 

Dinsmore,  Augusta.  See  Augusta  Dinsmore,  V.  8.  8. 

Dinton,  Jesse.  Mentioned _  133 

Dixon,  Joseph.  Mentioned -  411,  561,  601,  605,  797,  798,  800 

Doherty,  John.  Mentioned _  551,  586 

Donaghho,  M.  C.  Mentioned _ _ _  694 

Donaldson,  Oliver.  Mentioned _  551 

Donelson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Donelson,  Term. 

Donelson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Donelson,  U.  S.  S. 

Dorr,  E.  P.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  288 

Dorsey,  John  W.  Mentioned _  800 

Dougherty,  Henry.  Mentioned _  402,  405,  425,  629 

Doughty,  John.  Mentioned _  587 

Dove,  Benjamin  M. 

Appointed  to  command  steamer  Maria  Denning _  428 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H - _ -  433,  443,  445,  449,  455 

Kilty,  A.  H - 531,  533 

Walke,  H _  541 

Mentioned -  442,  587,  590,  626,  651-653,  673,  693 
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Dove,  Benjamin  M. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Cairo,  Ill.  Affairs  at _  441-443 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenu.  Surrender  of,  February  16,  1S62 _  588 

Fort  Holt,  Ky.  Exchange  of  shots  with  Confederate  vessels,  and 

fitting  out  of  gunboats _  448 

Maria  Denning,  U.  S.  receiving  ship.  Passage  of,  from  St. 

Louis  to  Cairo _ _  436,  437 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  in _  450 

Testimony  of  L.  Wallace  as  to  conduct  of,  at  Fort  Donelson _  589 

Dover,  Tenn.  Affairs  at.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps _  457 

Dowdall  &  Co.  Mentioned _  472 

Downes,  John. 

Correspondence  with  H.  K.  Thatcher _  233 

Mentioned _ 11S,  121,  128,  172,  189,  212,  217,  231,  235,  240 

Drake,  Joseph.  Mentioned _  554,555,565-567,569 

Drennan,  Eli.  Mentioned -  382 

Dresser,  Jasper  M.  Report  of  construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at 

New  Orleans,  La _  671 

Drion,  John.  Mentioned _  131 

Driscoll,  Michael.  Mentioned _ 74, 132 

Duble,  John  A.  Mentioned _  289,  550 

Du  Bois,  Theodore  B. 

Mentioned _  106,  120,  128,  172,  189,  213,  231,  242 

Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  IT.  S.  S.  Albatross  in  a  gale -  14 

Dubrock,  A.  B.  Mentioned - 166, 169 

Duckworth,  Henry.  Mentioned -  255 

Duer,  L.  M.  Mentioned _ 166, 169 

Duff,  William.  Mentioned -  586 

Duly,  C.  Mentioned _  137 

Dunbar,  C.  S.  steam  transport.  Mentioned—  520,  521,  565,  568,  579,  671,  781,  822 

Duncan,  Mr.  Mentioned -  256 

Duncan,  Andrew.  Mentioned -  382 

Dunham,  H.  O.  Mentioned -  11° 

Dunn,  Martin.  Mentioned _  404,  551,  644,  645,  782-784 

Dunn,  William  McK.  Mentioned -  280 

Dunnington,  John  W.  Mentioned -  750,751,787,804 

Dunnscallo,  J.  Mentioned -  136 

Du  Peyster,  Mr.  Mentioned -  H8 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  E.  Mentioned -  435,471 

Dupre,  Lucius  J.  Mentioned -  830 

Dutch,  Amos.  Mentioned - 5S6>  136 

Dyer,  Clarence  H.  Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee -  121 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Canty,  E.  R.  S. 

Dyer,  N.  Mayo. 

Correspondence  with 

Colby,  Edward  - -  *4 

Gherardi,  - -  9 

Granger,  - - 

Mentioned _  4, 12,  25,  39,  57,  70, 106, 121, 129, 1S9,  212,  230,  254,  260,  262 

Report  of  sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Rodolph  by  torpedo,  April  1,  1865 -  72 

Dyer,  W,  E.  Mentioned -  421 
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Eads,  James  B.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  387,  439,  485 

Mentioned _  378,  395,  438,  459,  462,  463,  471,  494,  496,  502,  504,  505,  515,  517 

Plan  of,  for  blockading  Southern  commerce  on  Western  rivers _  277-280 

Eagle,  War.  See  War  Eagle,  Steamer. 

East  Gulf  Squadron.  Stribling,  C.  Iv.,  relieved  of  command,  and  squad¬ 
ron  combined  with  West  Gulf  Squadron  under  command 

of  H.  K.  Thatcher  _ _ 217,  237 

East  Pascagoula,  Miss.  See  Pascagoula,  Miss. 

Eastman,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ ; _  371 

Eastport,*  C.  S.  gunboat. 

Capture  of,  February  7,  1862 _  570-573 

Mentioned -  458,  521,  570-573,  615, 

616,  643,  650,  655,  664-666,  669,  673,  679,  684,  712,  760,  761,  7S3,  822 
Eaton,  J.  H.  For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
see  Fremont,  J.  G. 

Eaton,  Stephen  M. 

Correspondence  with 


Adams,  M.,  jr _  76 

Strong,  IP.  P -  93 


Thatcher,  II.  K _  82 

Mentioned  _  105 

Report  of  defenses  of  Mobile,  Ala _ 59 

Eaton,  William  B.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  207 

Eckluanand,  H.  Mentioned _  165 

Eco,  Mexican  brig.  Capture  of,  off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February  19,  1S65___  49,  50 
Eddyville,  Ky. 

Affairs  at.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps _  371 

Expedition  to,  October  26-28,  1861. 

Casualties - 3S0,  382,  3S3 

Reports  of. 

Foote,  A.  H _  382 

Phelps,  S.  L -  378,  379,  383 

Phillips,  Jesse  J _  381 

Smith,  C.  F -  38o 

Edger,  Benjamin.  Mentioned _  587 

Edwards,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  4 


12,  25,  39,  57,  107,  121,  129,  172,  1S9,  213,  231,  423 

Elk,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 12,  25 

38,  56,  106,  US,  121,  122, 128,  130,  132,  135,  172,  1S8,  212  ,230,  253,  256 
Ellen,  Mary.  See  Mary  Ellen,  Schooner. 

Ellet,  Charles,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  288 

Halleck  IP.  W - -  680,681 

War  Department,  U.  S -  665,  680-683,  685 


Mentioned 


672 


Report  of  fitting  out  of  Ram  Fleet _  681-683 

Ellis,  Leslie.  Mentioned _ 565  595 

Ellis,  Powhatan.  Report  of  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6 
1862  _ 


564 


♦Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Eastport. 
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Ellis  &  Co.  Mentioned _  676 

Ellms,  Franklin. 

Mentioned -  3, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 12S,  171, 188,  212,  230,  254,  260,  262 

Report  of  sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Ida  by  torpedo,  April  13, 1S65 _  131 

Elston,  Isaac  C.,  jr.  Mentioned _  507 

Elwell,  Janies.  Mentioned _  736 

Ely,  Robert  B. 

Mentioned _ _ 158, 159 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from  Red  River,  La., 

April  23,  1S65 _ I _ 161 

Emerald,  Steamer. 

Charter  of _  367,  368 

Mentioned _ _ _  441,  444,  449,  782,  783 

Movements  of _  451,  455 

Emmons,  George  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  John  H _  52 

Beers,  James  R _  18 

Benham,  A.  E.  Iv _ _ _ 38,  53 

Clary,  A.  G _ ^ _  6 

Erben,  H.,  jr _ _ _ 1 -  43 

HawTes,  J.  M _  265 

Leonard,  Ezra _  116 

Le  Roy,  William  E _  148,  208 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  Commanding  general  at _  46 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  jr — . _  17 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M _  23,27,30 

Taylor,  B.  B -  5 

Thatcher,  H.  K -  84 

Wilson,  H _  51 

Woolsey,  M.  B -  34 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  16,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  128,  144,  166,  172,  189,  213,  223 

Reports  of. 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Cutting  out  of  schooners  Annie  Sophia  and  Pet  and  at¬ 
tempted  destruction  of  steamer  Wren  in  harbor  of,  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1865 -  29 

Destruction  of  steamer  Will-o’-the-wisp  off,  February  10, 

1865  _  33 

Operations  off _ ; - 22,  32 

Matamoras,  Mexico.  Expulsion  of  U.  S.  consul  from -  42 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.  Destruction  of  C.  S.  schooner  Anna  Dale  in, 

February  18,  1865 -  43 

Empire  State,  Schooner.  Mentioned -  7 

Empress,  Steamer.  Mentioned - - -  778,  <83,785 

English,  William.  Mentioned -  136 

Enos,  William  W.  Mentioned -  147 

Eolus,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  126 

Equipment  of  naval  forces  on  Western  Waters.  See  Western  Waters. 

Organization  and  equipment  of  naval  forces  on. 

Era,  New.  See  New  Era,  U.  8.  S. 


874  INDEX. 

Erben,  Henry,  Jr.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  James  W _  44 

Navy  Department  U.  S - 312 

Rummell,  C.  V -  51 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  32,  39,  42,  56,  106,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213 

Reports  of. 

Ben  Willis,  Schooner.  Seizure  of,  February  2,  1865 -  26 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.  Destruction  of  C.  S.  schooner  Anna  Dale  in, 

February  18,  1865 _ 43 

Erie.  See  Lake  Erie,  Steamer. 

Erie,  Pa.  Enlistment  of  men  at _  434 

Erwin,  Charles  H.  Mentioned _  746 

Essex,  U.  S.  S. 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  495 

Casualties  at  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862 _ _  540 

Condition  of _  577 

Engagement  with  Confederate  vessels  near  Columbus,  Ky.,  Missis¬ 
sippi  River,  January  11,  1862 _  497-500,  511 

Grounding  of _ _ _ _  451,  453 

hist  of  officers,  February  6,  1862 _  551 

Mentioned _  455,  459,  460,  463,  481, 

4S3,  493,  502,  511,  639,  663,  677,  678,  699,  703,  712,  773,  781,  782 

Operations. 

At  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1S62 _  534, 

537-540,  545,  546,  549,  551,  558 

In  Mississippi  River _ : _  486 

Orders  for  movements _  490,  491,  529,  531 

Estrella,  U.  S.  S. 

Fitting  of,  as  flagship  of  West  Gulf  Squadron _  218 

Mentioned _ _  3,  12,  25,  38,  56, 106,  118,  121,  128,  172,  188,  212, 

219,  222-225,  230,  232,  233,  235-247,  250,  252,  254,  256-261,  263 

Etchison,  Don  E.  D.  Mentioned _  46 

Evans,  Joseph.  Mentioned _  359 

Evelyn,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned _  190 

Everhart,  John.  Mentioned _ 73,132 

Everett,  Charles.  Reports  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from 

Red  River,  La.,  April  23,  1865 _ 145, 147 

Ewing,  Steamer.  Sale  of,  at  Pensacola,  Fla _  257 

Fairchild,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned _  783 

Falls,  H.  H.  Mentioned _  423 

Fanny  Bullitt,  U.  S.  steam  transport.  Mentioned _ 7S2,  785 

Farragut,  David  G.  Mentioned _  20, 123,  214,  239 

Farrand,  Ebenezer. 

Correspondence  with 

Bennett,  J.  W _  99 

Liddell,  St.  John  R _  98 

Myers,  Julian _  181 

Simpson,  E _ _ _ 177 

Mentioned -  168,176-180,263,207,269 

Surrender  by,  of  C.  S.  naval  forces  operating  in  vicinity  of  Mobile, 

Ala.  See  Tombigbee  River,  Ala.  Surrender  of  Confederate 
vessels  in. 
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Fashion,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  158 

Faulkner,  George.  Mentioned _  736 

Faulkner,  William  D. 

Mentioned  _  551 

Report  of  condition  of  machinery  of  U.  S.  S.  Benton _  506 

Fauria,  V.  Mentioned _  20 

Fearnot,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 3>  12, 

25,  38,  56, 106, 121, 12S,  172, 188,  212,  230,  242,  243,  253,  255,  260,  262 
Febiger,  John  C.  Request  of.  to  be  assigned  to  duty  on  Western 

waters  _  277 

Fendall,  James  R.  Y.  Mentioned _ , _  102 

Ferd.  Kennett,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  S05 

Ferry,  Theodore  P.  Mentioned _  500,  540,  551 

Fickett,  Levi  S. 

Mentioned -  3,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  128,  172,  189,  212,  231 

Report  of  operations  in  Vermilion  Bayou,  La.,  and  capture  of 

schooner  Malta,  March  3,  1S65 _  61 

Field,  Spencer.  Mentioned _  164 

Finnie,  John  G.  Mentioned _ 1 _ . _  416 

Finnie,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned _  740 

Fisher,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  383 

Fisher,  George.  Mentioned _ 736 

Fisher,  H.  I.  Mentioned _  736 

Fisher,  William  G.  Mentioned _ 73, 132 

Fiske,  William  O. 

Correspondence  with 

Fitzhugh,  W.  E _  142 

Sherman,  T.  W _ _  142, 143 

Mentioned _ , _  158 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from  Red  River,  La., 

April  23,  1865 _ 142, 143 

Fister,  Henry.  Mentioned _  741 

Fitch,  Captain.  Mentioned _ . _ _  771 

Fitzgerald,  B.  A.  Mentioned _ j. _ _ _  648 

Fitzgerald,  Edward.  Mentioned _  419 

Fitzhugh,  William  E. 

Correspondence  with  E.  R.  S.  Canby _  216 

Mentioned _  4, 12, 162 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from  Red  River,  La., 

April  23,  and  her  destruction,  April  24,  1865 _ 142, 158 

Fitzpatrick,  James.  Mentioned _  404,  551 

Fitzwater,  Andrew  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P _ 144,145 

Maloney,  P.  J _  145 

Sherman,  T.  W -  143, 145, 146 

Report  of  destruction  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb,  April  24, 1865_  150, 156 

Flags  of  truce _ : _  13,  265,  626-631 

Flaherty,  James.  Mentioned _  736 

Flaherty,  John.  Mentioned -  736 

Fleming,  Charles  E.  Mentioned -  254,  260,  262 

Fletcher,  Armorer.  Mentioned _  254,  260,  262 

Fletcher,  J,  W,  Mentioned -  170 
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Fleury,  M.  Mentioned -  737 

Flirt,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  134 

Florence,  Ala.  Expedition  to.  See  Tennessee  River.  Expedition  up,  to 
Florence,  Ala.,  February  6-10,  1862. 

Florida.  Removal  of  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse  with -  171 

Florida,  U.  S.  S. 

Chase  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb,  April  24,  1865 - . —  142, 166, 167 

Mentioned _  155,  205 

Orders  for  movements _  157 

Floyd,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  W.  H _  619 

Johnston,  A.  S _  609,  612 

Mackall,  W.  W _  552 

Pillow,  G.  J _  609,  S21 

Tilghman,  Lloyd _ —  552 

Mentioned _  563,  584,  600,  605,  606,  608,  613,  614,  823 

Reports  of. 

Clarksville,  Tenn.  Occupation  of,  by  U.  S.  naval  forces,  Feb¬ 
ruary  19,  1862  _  620 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.  Attack  on,  February  13-14,  1862 _ 610-612 

Flynn,  J.  Mentioned _  737 

Foote,  Andrew  H. 

Appointed  flag-officer _ 1 _  429,  444 

Commendatory  letter  from,  regarding  services  of  John  Rodgers _  320 

Congratulatory  letter  from,  to  survivors  of  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet _  598 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Theodore _  484 

Allen,  R _  469,488 

Anderson,  Robert _  351 

Bryant,  N.  C _  529,  616,  640 

Callender,  F.  D _  369 

Carter,  John  C _ 434 

Constable,  A.  G.  A _ _ _  464,  518 

Cullum,  G.  W _  470,  622,  658,  662 

Curtis,  Samuel  R _  434 

Dove,  B.  M _  428,  433,  436,  437,  441-443,  445,  447-450,  455,  5SS 

Eads,  James  B -  387,  439,  485 

Foote,  A.  H.,  Mrs _  626 


Fox,  G.  V_  305,  320,  464,  467,  471,  473,  475,  477,  478,  491,  522,  546,  648,  659 


Fremont,  J.  B -  351,  352 

Fremont,  J.  C - *  335,  341,  346,  348,  365,  366,  368,  369,  385,  3S8 

Grant,  U.  S -  345,  346,  355,  447,  461,  4S2,  489,  624,  626,  660 

Gwin,  William -  634,  643,  647,  655,  666,  762 

Halleck,  H.  W -  453,  454, 

465,  468,  470,  474,  475,  496,  505,  511,  514,  524,  525,  530,  547,  575, 
582,  632,  637,  639,  656,  661,  673,  677,  685-688,  700,  703,  710,  712 

Hamilton,  William  L _  509 

Harwood,  A.  A -  331,  338,  444,  472,  526, 

527,  577,  625,  635,  63S,  640,  642,  650,  655-657,  659,  664,  665,  760 

Howard,  William  A _  446,  447 

Indiana,  Governor  of _  354 

Kilty,  A.  H -  444,  529,  530,  725 


INDEX. 


877 


Foote,  Andrew  H. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Litherbury,  John _ 390,  47^ 

McClellan,  G.  B - - 453,  455,  595,  943 

McClernand,  J.  A _ 544 

McKeever,  C -  358,  442 

Meigs,  M.  C - - - 341,  355, 

360,  368,  378,  3S6,  3S7,  390,  395,  429,  431,  438,  446, 
462,  468,  482,  483,  495,  502,  503,  517,  520,  642,  663 

Meigs,  M.  C.,  jr -  499 

Moore,  Carlton  R _  337 

Navy  Department,  U.  S -  305-307,  332, 

385,  392,  432,  435,  464,  467,  46S,  473-475,  477,  478,  491, 
498,  515,  516,  532,  547,  582,  614,  724,  728,  729,  759,  765 

Navy  yard,  Washington.  D.  C.,  Commandant  of _  768 

Paulding,  Leonard -  331,337,353,441,500 

•Pennock,  A.  M -  374,  443,  451,  453,  455,  478,  505,  668,  673,  674,  684 

Perry,  Roger— -  359,  369,  370,  386,  398,  432,  437 

Phelps,  S.  L - _ 1 _  324,  330, 

334,  345,  356,  364,  371,  374,  378,  379,  383,  394,  435,  457,  461,  479,  480, 
'  485,  487,  48S,  501,  507,  508,  510,  512,  513,  528,  542,  570,  571,  583,  615 

Polk,  L - - - — - 62S-630 

Pope,  John - 701,  713,  714,  719 

Porter,  W.  D _  358, 

377,  396,  430,  490,  491,  499,  501,  511,  529,  531,  545,  678,  730 

President,  U.  S _ •_ _  735 

Prichett,  James  M _  500,  759 

Raxford,  Denison  A - 353 

Riley,  Robert  K _  540 

Ripley,  J.  W _  450,453 

Roberts,  George  W - 707 

Rodgers,  J _ 318,  352 

Sanford,  J.  P _  343,  455,  577,  580 

Scott,  Thomas  A _ , _  709,  710 

Shirk,  James  W -  441, 


444,  445,  448,  481,  484,  508,  509,  520,  541,  645,  667,  674,  764 


Smith,  Charles -  525 

Smith,  Joseph -  506 

Steedman,  C _ 343 

Stembel,  R.  N _  326,  330,  346,  434,  440,  481,  505,  539,  544 

Strong,  W.  K -  671 

Symington,  J _  338,  356,  450,  462,  519,  525 

Tilghman,  Lloyd -  548 

Thompson,  Egbert -  592 

Walke,  Henry -  322, 

332,  333,  335,  336,  339,  340,  344,  349,  350,  354,  359,  362,  366, 
372,  389,  400,  575,  583,  587,  590,  688,  698,  704,  706,  710,  726 

War  Department,  U.  S -  356,  575,  576,  582 

Weatherly,  Jos.  L - . -  337 

Weaver,  Daniel -  541 

Winslow,  J.  A _ 1 -  367,  368,  432,  442,  444 

Wilson,  B _  448 

Wise,  George  D _  456,  459,  460,  462,  463,  472,  491,  496,  674,  760 
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Foote,  Andrew  H.— Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Wise,  H.  A _ _  469, 

516,  517,  521-524,  526-528,  532,  549,  613,  635,  636,  641, 
649,  655,  657,  665,  666,  669,  670,  679,  685-688,  759,  761 
Detached  from  New  York  Navy  Yard  and  appointed  to  command  on 

Western  waters _  305-308,  313,  318,  320 

Extent  of  injury  received  by,  at  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn _  660 

Joint  resolution  of  Congress,  U.  S.,  tendering  thanks  to _  735 

Mentioned -  312,  317,  361,  531-533,  553,  559,  561, 

577-579,  581,  586,  589,  594,  621-624,  631,  653,  654,  657-663,  672,  690- 
692,  695,  704,  708,  716-718,  732,  766,  769,  771-773,  777,  779,  781,  814 

Orders. 

General -  333,  465-467,  546,  688,  691,  728,  730 

Special -  535-537 

Proclamation  of,  to  citizens  of  Clarksville,  Tenn _  618 

Presentation  of  sword  to _ 679 

Reports  of. 

Belmont,  Mo.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 _  398 

Cairo,  Ill. 

Commissioning  of  vessels  at _ ., _  506 

Fitting  out  of  U.  S.  vessels  at _ 453^155,  459,  462,  472,  474, 

489,  498,  502-504,  515,  517,  521,  522,  535,  577,  579,  632, 
635,  637,  638.  640,  642,  650,  655,  657,  659,  664.  760,  768 

Clarksville,  Tenn.  Occupation  of,  February  19-20,  1862 _ 617-619 

Columbus,  Ky. 

Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  near,  October  7, 

1861 -  360 

Engagement  with  Confederate  gunboats  from,  January  11, 

1862 -  497(  49Si  499 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates  and  occupation  of,  by  Union 

forces,  March  1-4,  1862 _  650-652 

Proposed  reconnoissance  to _  624 

Reconnoissance  to. 

January  7,  1862  _ _  486 

February  23,  1862 _ ' _  627,  628 

Cumberland  River.  Operations  in _  396,  397,  636 

Eastport,  Captured  steamer.  Completion  of _  615 

Eddyviile,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  October  26-28,  1861 _  382 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.  Attack  on,  and  surrender  of,  February 

12-16,  1862 -  584-587 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 _  534, 

537-539,  542,  543,  545,  548,  550 
Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Combined  operations  in  vicinity  of,  March  12.  to  surrender 

of  Island  No.  10,  April  7,  1862 _  685-689. 

693-700,  702,  705,  706,  709,  711,  712,  719,  720,  722,  723,  726 

Proposed  operations  against _  657,659,662  663 

Lucas  Bend,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  September  10,  1861 _ ’  323’  325 

Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Rivers.  Proposed  operations  in _  489 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Affairs  at _ 639 

Ohio  River.  Affairs  on _ 4^g 
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Foote,  Andrew  H. — Continued.  Page_ 

Reports  of — Continued. 

Owensboro,  Ivy.  Expedition  to,  September  22-25,  1861 _  346-349 

Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  March  1,  1S62 _  643,  647 

Shiloh,  Tenn.  Naval  operations  at  battle  of,  April  6-7,  1862 _  762 

Tennessee  River. 

Expedition  up,  to  Florence,  Ala.,  February  6-10,  1862  570,  571 

Operations  in -  632,633 

Rumor  of  construction  of  Confederate  ironclads  in _  375 

Western  Flotilla.  Operations  of,  September  6,  1861,  to  May 

9,  1862 _  314 

Western  waters. 

Affairs  on,  generally -  323,451,491^195 

List  of  officers  assigned  to  vessels  on _  481,  483 

Organization  of  U.  S.  naval  forces  on _  314,  330,  331,  342,  354 

355,  357,  360,  363,  364^  373,  376,  378,  384,  390,  393,  395,  429,  438,  445 

Request  of,  for  appointment  as  flag-officer _  390,  393,  399,  400 

Request  of,  for  information  as  to  discharge  and  pension  of  disabled 

officers _  578 

Foote,  Andrew  H.,  Mrs. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  626 

Mentioned _  673 

Foote,  Henry  S.,  Jr.  Mentioned _  421 

Foote,  Moses.  Mentioned _  119 

Forbes,  J.  A.  Mentioned _  423 

Forchimer,  Mr.  Mentioned _  110 

Ford,  John.  Mentioned _  736 

Ford,  Marshall  H.  Mentioned _  540,  551 

Ford,  William.  Mentioned _  567 

Ford,  William.  (Pilot.)  Mentioned _  404,551 

Forfeited  and  abandoned  property _  614 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Mentioned _ SO,  600 

Fort  Alexis,  Ala.  Capture  of.  See  Mobile,  Ala.  Operations  against, 
from  March  8,  including  capture  of  city,  April  12,  1865. 

Fort  Banks,  Commanding  Officer  of.  Correspondence  with  T.  W. 

Sherman _  142 

Fort  Donelson,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of _ ; -  23S 

Mentioned  _  141 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn. 

Affairs  at.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps -  461,  485,  486,  512-514 

See  also  Dover,  Tenn. 

Attack  on,  and  surrender,  February  12-16,  1862. 

Casualties _  586,  587 

Communications  from 

Johnston,  A.  S -  823 

Tennessee,  Governor  of -  824 

Wise,  H.  A _  614 

Congratulatory  letter  of  A.  H.  Foote  to  survivors  of  U.  S.  S. 

Carondelet _  598 

Correspondence  between  S.  B.  Buckner  and  U.  S.  Grant  as  to 

terms  of  capitulation _ ---- —  596,  597 

Joint  resolution  of  Congress,  U.  S.,  tendering  thanks  to  A.  H. 

Foote _  735 
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Fort  Donelson,  Tenn. —  Continued.  Page. 

Attack  on,  and  surrender,  February  12-16,  1862 — Continued. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H - 583 

Grant,  U.  S -  594,  595 

Halleck,  H.  W _  582 

Johnston,  A.  S -  609,  612 

War  Department,  U.  S _  582 

Reports  of 

Dove,  Benj.  M _  588 

Floyd,  John  B - 610-612 

Foote,  A.  H -  584-587 

Gilmer,  J.  F - - - -  604-608 

Grant,  U.  S _ _  595 

Halleck,  H.  W _ : _ _ _  594 

Johnston,  A.  S - - - 611,  613 

McPherson,  James  B _  597 

Pillow,  Gideon  J -  598,609,612,613 

Rogers,  George  W _  594 

Thompson,  Egbert _  7,92 

Walke,  H -  583,  5S7,  590 

Wintersmith,  R.  C _  009 

Testimony  of  L.  Wallace  as  to  conduct  of  Benj.  M.  Dove _  589 

See  also  Report  of  Foote,  pp.  314-316. 

Condition  of. 

Communications  from  G.  A.  Henry _ . _  797 

Report  of  Lloyd  Tilghman _  502 

Operations  against. 

Communications  from  C.  C.  Fulton _  579 

Orders  and  instructions,  H.  W.  Halleck _ _ 577,  573 

Reports  of 

Cullum,  G.  W _  577 

Foote,  A.  H - 550 

Threatened  attack  upon.  Report  of  A.  S.  Johnston _  500 

Fort  Foote,  Tenn.  Name  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  changed  to _  544 

Fort  Gaines,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  3 

12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  118,  121,  128,  172,  188,  212,  230,  253,  256 
Fort  Griffin,  Tex.  See  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

Affairs  at.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps _  485,  486,  512-514 

Capture  of,  February  6,  1862. 

Casualties. 

Confederate _  ggQ 

Union  — - - .  539i  54();  544 

Communications  from 

Foote,  A.  H - -  548,  660>  661 

Harris,  Isham  G _  gc2 

Johnston,  A.  S _  552 

McClernand,  John  A _ 544 

Congratulatory  orders  and  correspondence  from 

Foote,  A.  H -  546 

Halleck,  H.  W _  547 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _ _____  546  547 

Wise,  H.  A -  ’  549 
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Fort  Henry,  Tenn. — Continued.  Page. 

Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 — Continued. 

Joint  resolution  of  Congress,  U.  S.,  tendering  thanks  to  A.  H. 

Foote -  735 

List  of  officers  attached  to  vessels  participating  in _  550,  551 

Orders  and  instructions  from  A.  H.  Foote _  535-537,  545 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H -  534,  537-539,  542,  543,  545,  548,  550 

Gilmer,  J.  F -  601-604 

Heiman,  A _  5g4 

Johnston,  A.  S _  563 

Phelps,  S.  L _ 542 

Polk,  L -  564 

Shirk,  James  W _  541 

Stembel,  R.  N -  539,544 

Tilghman,  Lloyd -  552-562 

Walke,  H -  540 

Weaver,  Daniel _  541 

Statement  of  Charles  H.  Caven  and  George  J.  W.  Nixon _ , _  545 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  8.  Lexington,  p.  782;  Report  of  Foote, 
pp.  314^-316. 

Condition  of. 

Communications  from  G.  A.  Henry _  797 

Report  of  A.  S.  Johnston _  SOI 

Description  of.  Report  of  C.  F.  Smith _ 427 

Expedition  in  Tennessee  River  to,  January  19-24,  1862.  Report  of 

James  W.  Shirk _  520 

Name  of,  changed  to  Fort  Foote,  by  John  A.  McClernand _  544 

Proposed  attack  upon. 

Communications  from 

Foote,  A.  H -  429,  524,  525 

Halleck,  H.  W _  530 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  648 

Wise,  H.  A _ ' _  649 

Orders  and  instructions  of  A.  H.  Foote _  529-531 

Reconnoissance  to. 

January  17,  1862. 

Order  of  A.  S.  Johnston _ 816 

Reports  of 

Johnston,  A.  S _  816 

Phelps,  S.  L _  507,  508 

Tilghman,  Lloyd _  815 

January  30,  1862.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps _  528 

October  12-13,  1861.  Reports  of 

Phelps,  S.  L _  371 

Smith,  C.  F _  372 

Fort  Hindman,  U.  S.  S.  Chase  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb _  160 

Fort  Holt,  Ky. 

Defense  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Grant,  U.  S _  461 

Kilty,  A.  H _  533 

N  W  E — vol  22 - 56 
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Fort  Holt,  Ky. — Continued.  rage. 

Defense  of — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H _  453,  529 

Walke,  H _  451 

Exchange  of  shots  with  Confederate  vessels.  Report  of  B.  M.  Dove_  448 

Random  firing  from.  Reports  of  Henry  Walke -  476 

Fort  Huger,  Ala.  Capture  of.  See  Mobile,  Ala,  Operations  against, 
from  March  8,  including  capture  of  city,  April  12,  1865. 


Fort  Jackson,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  47, 

48,  56,  106,  119,  121,  128,  135,  137,  172,  188,  212,  216,  230,  243,  256 

Operations  on  coast  of  Texas - - -  126,197,205,207,235 

Terms  of  surrender  of  Galveston,  Tex.,  signed  on  board  of,  June  2, 

1S65 _  216 

Fort  Macomb,  Commanding  Officer  of.  Corresopndence  with  W.  D. 

Smith  _  149 

Fort  Mannahasset,  Tex.  See  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Fort  Morgan,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned  -  21,  22,  244 

Orders  for  movements -  207,218,246 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn. 

Affairs  at. 

Communications  from  D.  M.  Frost - SOS,  809 

Report  of  A.  P.  Stewart _  838 

Confederate  fortifications  at.  Report  of  S.  Kellogg -  768 

Fort  Point,  Tex.  Attempted  destruction  of  Confederate  steamer  near, 
February  25,  1865.  Reports  of 

Allen,  John  H _  52 

Morris,  Robert _  51 

Rummell,  Charles  V -  51 

Wilson,  Henry -  51 

Fort  Tracy,  Ala.  Capture  of.  See  Mobile,  Ala.  Operations  against, 
from  March  8,  including  capture  of  city,  April  12,  1865. 

Fort  Wayne,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  785,  786 

Fort  Zollicoffer,  Cumberland  River.  Armament  of.  Reports  of 

Bryant,  N.  C -  675 

Swaney,  John -  676 

Foster,  James  P. 

Correspondence  with  D.  P.  Slattery -  150 

Mentioned _  151,  158,  160,  161,  164,  203,  204,  626 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from  Red  River,  La., 

April  23,  1865 _  163 

Foster,  W.  Mentioned -  737 

Fowler,  Captain.  Mentioned -  565 

Fox,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned -  190 

Fox,  Gustavus  V. 

Correspondence  with 

Devoe,  J.  B -  9 

Eaton,  William  B _ 207 

Foote,  A.  H _  305,  320,  464,  467, 


471,  473,  475,  477,  478,  491,  497,  522,  546,  579,  648,  659,  685-688 
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Fox,  Gustavus  V. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Fulton,  C.  C -  578,  692 

Haxtuu,  M _  792 

Rodgers,  John _  _  oei 


Thatcher,  H.  K -  166, 192,  204,  20S 

Mentioned - -  282,  395,  447,  518,  523,  524,  636,  649,  759 


France. 

Expected  arrival  in  Mobile  Bay  of  Confederate  rams  from _ 59,  62 

Withdrawal  of  concessions  to  Confederate  States  as  belligerents _  223 

Francis,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  124 

Francis,  James.  Mentioned _  736 

Franklin,  Samuel  R. 


Correspondence  with  E.  It.  S.  Canby_ 

Mentioned _ 

Fraser,  Alexander.  Mentioned _ 

Freiberg,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  H.  K.  Thatcher 

Mentioned _ 

Freeman,  Martin.  Mentioned _ 


46 


81,  94,  95,  172,  189,  213,  231 
-  551 


201,  203 
219 
4, 


12,  25,  39,  57,  107,  121,  128,  172,  189,  212,  231,  255 

Freeman,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned _ 40S,  412,  413 

Fremont,  Jessie  B.,  Mrs. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H -  351,352 

Fremont,  J.  C _  352 

Mentioned _ 626 

Fremont,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Blair,  Montgomery _  297 

Foote,  A.  FI _  335,  341,  346,  348,  365,  366,  368,  369,  3S5,  388 

Fremont,  Jessie  B _  352 

Grant,  U.  S -  310-312,  317,  328,  329 

McClernand,  J.  A _  329 

McKinstry,  J.  P _  333 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  313 

Porter,  W.  D -  350 

President,  U.  S _ 313,  344 

Rodgers,  John -  303,  305 

Smith,  C.  F _  352,  372,  3S0 

Waagner,  G _  310 

Mentioned _  307,  308,  314,  318,  321-324, 


330,  331,  334,  337,  343,  347-349,  351,  356,  359,  361,  363-365,  370, 
373,  378,  391,  392,  396,  438,  452,  463,  473,  492,  494,  515,  792,  799 
Relieves  George  B.  McClellan  of  command  of  Department  of  the 


West _  295 

Reports  of. 

Department  of  the  West.  Affairs  in _  313 

Owensboro,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  September  22-25,  1861 _  345 

French,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mullany -  28 

Mentioned  - 29,  30 
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French,  George  H. — Continued.  Page. 

Report  of  cutting  out  of  schooners  Annie  Sophia  and  Pet  and  at¬ 
tempted  destruction  of  steamer  Wren  in  harbor  of  Gal¬ 
veston,  Tex.,  February  7,  1865 _  31 

Frezell,  It.  F.  Mentioned _  382 

Frick,  William,  jr.  Mentioned _  169 

Friends,  Goody.  See  Goody  Friends,  Steamer. 

Friganza,  Joseph.  Mentioned _  341 

Frost,  D.  M.  Correspondence  with  E.  C.  Cabell _  808 

Frost,  George  W.  Mentioned _ .• _ ^ _  238 

Frutiere,  Schooner.  Order  of  Thornton  A.  Jenkins  restricting  move¬ 
ments  of _  20 

Fry,  James  B.  Correspondence  with  N.  C.  Bryant _  677 

Fry,  Joseph.  Correspondence  with  St.  John  R.  Liddell _  98 

Fulton,  Mr.  Mentioned _  442 

Fulton,  C.  C.  Correspondence  with  G.  V.  Fox _  578,  692 

Furman,  James.  Mentioned _  736 

G.  W.  Graham.  See  Graham,  Steamer. 

Gaines,  Fort.  See  Fort  Gaines,  U.  S.  S. 

Gallagher,  Mr.  Mentioned _  9S 

Galloway,  M.  C.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S _  786 

Gallyer,  Thomas.  Mentioned _ 30,  31 

Galt,  John.  See  John  Galt,  Steamer. 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Affairs  at.  Communication  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Havana,  Cuba _  27 

Captures  made  off -  49,  50, 135, 136 

Cutting  out  of  schooners  Annie  Sophia  and  Pet  and  attempted  destruc¬ 
tion  of  steamer  Wren  in  harbor  of,  Febraury  7,  1S65. 

Orders  and  instructions  of  J.  R.  M.  Mullany _ 28,  31,  32 

Reports  of 

Emmons,  George  F _  29 

French,  George  II _  30 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M _  27,  30 

Palmer,  James  S _  29 

Defenses  of. 


Communication  from  Navy  Department,  TJ.  S _  62 

Reports  of 

Haskell,  Leonidas _  g2 

Thatcher,  H.  Iv _  123 

Wilson,  Henry _  124 

Destruction  of  steamer  Denbigh  near,  May  24,  1865.  Report  of  B.  F. 

Sands _  19Y 

Destruction  of  steamer  Will-o’-the-wisp  off,  February  10,  1865. 
Reports  of 

Emmons,  George  F _  33 

Harden,  John  F _ '  30 

Jones,  William  G _  gj 

McKay,  C.  E _  35 

Palmer,  James  S _  33 

Woolsey,  M.  B _  34 

Movement  of  blockade  runners  from.  Communications  from  Navy 

Department,  U.  S _ 190. 193 
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Galveston,  Tex. — Continued.  Page. 

Negotiation  for  surrender  of  Confederate  forces  at.  See  Trans-Missis¬ 
sippi  Department. 

Occupation  of,  by  U.  S.  Naval  forces,  June  5,  1865 _  216 

Operations  off. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _ * _  7 

Wallace,  Lewis _  119 

Orders  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  119 

Reports  of 

Dean,  Benj.  C _  136 

Emmons,  George  F _ 22,  32 

Johnstone,  John  A _  136 

Palmer,  James  S _  15 

Sands,  B.  F _ 126,135 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  126 

Wade,  H.  C _  6 

See  also  Fort  Point,  Tex. 

Parties  sent  from,  under  flag  of  truce.  Communication  from  J.  M. 

Hawes _ 265 

Proposed  operations  against.  Orders  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S - 20,  21 

Wreck  of  schooner  Le  Compt  near,  May  24,  1865.  Report  of  John  A. 

Johnstone _  197 

Galveston,  Tex.,  Mayor  of.  Mentioned _  217 

Gamble,  William  M. 

Mentioned _  25,  39,  56,  70, 106, 121, 129 

Report  of  sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Osage  by  torpedo,  March  29,  1865 -  72 

Gandara,  General.  Mentioned -  250 

Gantt,  Edward  W.  Mentioned _  421,  690 

Gantt,  George.  Mentioned - 554,  567 

Gardner,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned -  4, 12 

Garity,  John.  Mentioned -  165 

Garland,  Augustus  H.  Mentioned -  830 

Garner,  George  G.  Correspondence  with  Frank  Moore - 97,98 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Maury,  Dab¬ 
ney  H. 

Garrison,  George  W.  Mentioned -  72 

Garver,  George  W.  Mentioned -  551 

Garvin,  John  S.  Mentioned _  554,  559,  565-567,  569 

Gates,  Mr.  Mentioned -  365 

Gatewood,  Seymore.  Mentioned -  382 

Gaty,  McCune  &  Co.  Mentioned -  463 

Gaugh,  Isaac  D.  Mentioned -  550 

Gauntlet,  Red.  See  Bed  Gauntlet,  Steamer. 

Gazelle,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned - 151> 161  > 169 

Gee,  James  M.  Mentioned -  554,  565,  569 

Gemper,  Henry.  Mentioned -  540 

General  Banks.  See  N.  P.  Banks,  Steamer. 

General  orders. 

Confederate _ 423>  424>  1  24>  1 39  ’  * 49, 

Union _  96, 137,  333,  398,  465^67,  546,  688,  691,  728,  730 

General  Polk,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  817,  834,  S42,  845 

Operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10 - 750,  767 
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General  Price,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Chase  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb _  162 

Mentioned  _  160 

Genesee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  3, 12,  25,  39, 

56,  71,  106,  115,  118,  121,  128,  130,  131,  172,  188,  212,  230,  23S,  256 

Orders  for  movements _  164 

George  Burkhart,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  17,  1S65 _ 109, 117 

George  Mangham,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned _  240 

Georgia.  Removal  of  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse  with _  171 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned.  ( Confederate. )  Cavalry — Regiment :  12th 

( Robinson’s ) _ . _  667 

Gertrude,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by -  49, 135-137 

Mentioned —  3, 12,  25,  39,  50,  56, 106, 118, 121, 126, 128, 172, 188,  212,  230,  256 

Operations  off  Galveston,  Tex _  6 

Gherardi,  Bancroft. 

Correspondence  with 

Dyer,  N.  M _  9 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  165 

Mentioned  _  4, 12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  129,  142,  172,  189,  213,  231,  254,  260,  262 
Reports  of. 

New  Orleans,  La.  Injuries  done  premises  in,  by  shots  fired  at 

C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb _  165 

Pascagoula,  Miss.  Operations  in  vicinity  of _  8, 15 

Gibbs,  Charles  J.  Mentioned _ 213,  231 

Gibson,  Alexander.  Mentioned _  4  12 

25,  39,  57, 106,  121,  129,  172, 189,  213,  231,  255,  262 

Gibson,  J.  F.  Mentioned _  382 

Gibson,  James.  Mentioned _ 736 

Gibson,  Randall  L.  Mentioned _ 41;  99-101,  819 

Gifford,  R.  W.  Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Osage,  March  29,  1865___  73 

Gift,  George  W.  Mentioned _ . _ 749  ,341 

Gilbert,  Pleasant.  Mentioned _  645 

Gile,  Alex.  Mentioned _  736 

Gill,  Chris.  C.  Reports  of. 

Blakely  River,  Ala. 

Removal  of  torpedoes  from _  87 

Survey  of  mouth  of _  53 

Gillan,  H.  V.  See  II.  V.  Gillan,  Vessel. 

Gillis,  James  H. 


Reports  of. 

Milwaukee,  U.  S.  S.  Sinking  of,  by  torpedo,  March  28,  1865 _  71 

Mobile,  Ala.  Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  April  12,  1864 _  95 

Gillmore,  Theodore  S.  Mentioned _ 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Mackall _  897 


Reports  of. 

Cumberland  River.  Defenses  of _  799 

Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  Tenn.  Defense  and  fall  of _  601-608 

Glasgow,  James  N.  Mentioned _  382 
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Glasgow,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned _  3,  12,  25,  39,  56,  59, 

106,  110,  112,  113,  115,  117,  11S,  121-123,  128,  132,  137,  139,  141, 
155,  172,  185,  188,  202,  212,  230,  242,  247-249,  253,  254,  260,  262 

Operations  against  Mobile,  Ala.,  March  S  to  April  12,  1S65 _ 64,  66 

Glass,  James.  Mentioned _  382 

Glassford,  Henry  A.  Mentioned _  769-771 

Glen,  J.  Mentioned _ 133 

Glide,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by _  61 

Mentioned _  3,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  116,  121,  128,  172,  1S9,  212,  231,  253,  256 

Goble,  Edward  W.  Mentioned _  551 

Goble,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned _  551 

Goddard,  Dr.  Mentioned -  403 

Godfrey,  Washington.  Mentioned -  3, 

12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  121,  129,  172,  1S9,  213,  231 

Golden  State,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  784 

Golding,  P.  Mentioned _  737 

Goldsborough,  Louis  M.  Mentioned — .. -  549 

Goode,  E.  J.  Mentioned _  810 

Goody  Friends,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  784 

Gore,  D.  W.  Mentioned _  382 

Gorgas,  Josiah.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S -  788 

Gorman,  James.  Mentioned -  736 

Goth,  P.  S.  Mentioned _  694 

Goudy,  Jason.  Mentioned - « - - -  56,  551,  573,  644 

Gouger,  Rich.  Mentioned -  694 

Grafton,  Edward  C. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  P.  Lull -  159 

Mentioned _ 168,  158 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from  Red  River,  La., 

April  23,  and  her  destruction,  April  24,  1865 -  159 

Graham,  Captain.  Mentioned -  432,  545 

Graham,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  310,  360,  369,  370,  38S,  442,  589,  779,  783 

Graham,  G.  W.  Correspondence  with  Barton  Able -  456 

Graham,  Thomas.  Mentioned -  736 

Grampus,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _ 165,  70S,  710,  721,  742,  757,  S16 

Operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10 -  767 

Sinking  of -  ^25 

Grand  Gulf,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  118,  121,  128,  172,  189,  212,  231,  254 

Granger,  Gordon. 

Correspondence  with 

Canby,  E.  R.  S - 66,  94 

Christensen,  C.  T -  166 

Dyer,  N.  M -  H 

Sands,  B.  - -  235 

Demand  of,  for  surrender  of  Mobile,  and  reply - 93-95 

Mentioned _  15,  16,  47,  68,  92,  94-97,  127,  141,  174,  202,  208,  717,  726,  732 

Granite  City,*  Confederate  steamer. 

Escape  of,  from  Calcasieu  Pass,  La.,  January  20,  and  chasing  ashore 

of,  near  Velasco,  Tex.,  January  21,  1865 -  16-19 


Formerly  U.  S.  S.  Granite  City. 
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Granite  City,  Confederate  steamer — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned _  221 


Grant,  Ulysses  S. 

Correspondence  with 


Buckner,  S.  B _  596,  597 

Foote,  A.  H _  345,  346,  355,  447,  461,  482,  489,  624,  626,  660 

Halleek,  H.  W _  616 

McPherson,  James  B _  597 

Nelson,  William _  631 

Oglesby,  R.  J _  329 

Phelps,  S.  L _ 310,  322 

Waagner,  G -  327,  329 

Walke,  H _  362, 

363,  365,  373,  376,  389,  402,  428,  431,  440,  574,  594,  595 
General  and  special  orders,  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7, 

1861 -  398,  404 

Mentioned -  13,  48,  83,  87,  138,  159,  177,  214,  284,  301,  302, 


314,  315,  321,  323,  326,  335,  336,  339,  341,  344.  348,  351,  354,  357- 
362,  366,  369,  370,  372,  375,  397-401,  405,  406,  430,  432-434,  437, 

443,  448,  450,  451,  468,  479,  480,  491,  502,  515,  524-526,  530,  534, 

537,  538,  545,  552,  553,  557,  568,  571,  575,  582-590,  617,  619,  622- 

625,  635,  637-639,  647,  661,  666,  668,  669,  677,  722,  730,  763,  772 

Reports  of. 

Belmont,  Mo. 

Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 _  404 

Withdrawal  of  U.  S.  tropps  from _ 310,  312 

Confederate  troops.  Movements  of _  311 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.  Surrender  of,  February  16,  1862 _  595 

Lucas  Bend,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  September  10,  1S61 _  328,  329 

Paducah,  Ky.  Occupation  of,  by  U.  S.  forces,  September  6, 1861__  317 

Gray,  A.  B. 

Correspondence  with  J.  J.  Guthrie _  824 

Memorandum  of  defenses  of  Island  No.  10 _  744,  747 

Mentioned -  743,  753,  754,  S17,  S19,  835 

Gray,  Charles  C.  Mentioned _  551 

Great  Britain.  Withdrawal  of  concessions  to  Confederate  States  as  bel- 

ligerants _  223 

Great  Western,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  673,  769 

Green,  Edward.  Mentioned _  586,  736 

Green,  Nathaniel. 

Correspondence  with  Alexander  Asboth _  220 

Mentioned -  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 189,  212,  231 

Report  of  convoy  of  U.  S.  Army  transports  from  Barrancas  to  Apa¬ 
lachicola,  Fla _  220 

Greene,  Charles  H.  Mentioned -  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 189,  213 

Greene,  Theodore  P. 


Correspondence  with 


Canby,  E.  R.  S_ 

Crosby,  P _ 

Low,  W.  W _ 

Smith,  J.  W _ 

Thatcher,  H.  K 


60 
50,  65 
41 
166 
165 
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Greene,  Theodore  P. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned _ _ _  25, 


39,  57,  59, 106, 121, 129, 142, 144, 167, 172, 189,  203,  213,  214,  233 


Relieves  Thornton  A.  Jenkins  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Richmond _  21 

Report  of  injuries  done  premises  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  by  shots  fired 

at  C.  S.  ram  William  II.  Webb _  165 

Gregory,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned _  551,  769-771 

Gribling,  John.  Mentioned _  382 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned _  213 

Griffin,  Fort.  See  Sabine  Pass,  Tew. 

Grimes,  James  W.  Mentioned _  648 

Griswold,  John.  Mentioned _  133 

Groggen,  John.  Mentioned _ „ _  35 

Gross,  Alexander.  Mentioned _  736 


Gulf  of  Mexico.  Preparations,  by  Confederates,  for  attack  upon  IT.  S. 
.  vessels  in.  Communications  from 


Door,  E.  P _  288 

Ellet,  Charles _ s _  288 

McRae,  John  J _  810 

Gulf  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels.  See  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

List  of  vessels  of _  254,  255 

Name  of  West  Gulf  Squadron  changed  to,  and  limits _ 217,  237 

Operations _  237-264 

Winslow,  John  A.,  ordered  to  relieve  H.  K.  Thatcher  of  command _  261 

Gunnison,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  134 

Guthrie,  John  Julius. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  838 

Gray,  A.  B _  824 

Hollins,  G.  N _  832 

Extract  from  diary,  January  7,  1862 -  813 

Memorandum  regarding  services  of _  800 

Mentioned  _  746,  767 

Gwin,  William. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Tyler -  773 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H _  655 

Kearney,  Thomas  H -  645 

Mentioned _  475,  478,  501, 

537,  538,  542,  551,  570-574,  632,  633,  667,  669,  726,  764-766,  783,  785 

Reports  of. 

Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  March  1,  1862 -  643,  647 

Shiloh,  Tenn.  Naval  operations  at  battle  of,  April  6-7,  1862 -  762 

Tennessee  River.  Operations  in -  634,  666,  670 

H.  R.  W.  Hill,  Steamer.  Operations  at  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1861 _  409,425 

H.  V.  Gillan,  Vessel.  Mentioned _  780 

Hagan,  H.  Mentioned _  540 

Haggarty, - .  Mentioned -  580 

Haitly,  G.  B.  Mentioned -  410 

Hale,  George.  Mentioned -  169 
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Hall,  Allen  A.  Mentioned _ _ _ 614,  615 

Hall,  Edward  K.  Mentioned _  404 

Hall,  J.  W.  Mentioned _  170 

Hall,  John  R.  Mentioned _  342,  404,  551,  591 

Hall,  Joseph  I.  Mentioned _  382 

Halleck,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _ 48,  213 

Cullum,  G.  W _  577,578,622,631,646,649,053,656,658,661,663 

Ellet,  C.,  jr _  680,  681 

Foote,  Andrew  H _  453, 

454,  465,  468,  470,  474,  475,  496,  505,  511,  514,  524,  525,  530,  547,  575, 

582,  584,  632,  637,  639,  656,  661,  673,  677,  685-688,  700,  703,  710,  712 

Grant,  U.  S _  616 

Harwood,  A.  A _ 641 

Kilty,  A.  H -  531,  532 

McClellan,  G.  B -  504,  631,  639 

Pope,  J -  698,  703,  704,  708,  716,  722,  724,  731 

Porter,  W.  D _  766 

Sherman,  T.  W _ 625 

Strong,  W.  K - 6S6,  692 

War  Department,  U.  S _  662,672,681 

Wise,  H.  A _  641 

General  orders _  730 

Mentioned _  59 

314-316,  390,  431,  439,  448,  449,  452,  455,  462,  463,  473,  478-480, 

489,  492^96,  516,  517,  550,  585,  623,  624,  626,  627,  630,  633,  635, 

647,  651,  652,  657  675,  678,  699,  702,  705,  726,  761,  808,  809,  822 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.  Attack  on,  and  surrender  of,  February 

12-16,  1862 _  594 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Combined  operations  in  vicinity  of,  March  12,  to  surrender 

of  Island  No.  10,  April  7,  1S62 _  698 

Proposed  operations  against _  661,  664 

New  Orleans,  La.  Measures  for  defense  against  Confederate 

vessels  from _ 

Hallahan,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  736 

Hallam,  H.  C.  Mentioned _  534 

Halligan,  John  P.  Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  torpedo  boat  Saint 

Patrick -  267-269 

Hamilton,  Henry.  Mentioned _ 342  507  550 

Hamilton,  J ohn  R.  Mentioned—  3, 12,  25,  3S,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 188^  212^  230 

Hamilton,  Oliver  P.  Mentioned _ ’  y96 

Hamilton,  S.  H.  D.  Mentioned _  408  410  420  421 

Hamilton,  Schuyler.  Mentioned _  690  724 

Hamilton,  William.  Mentioned _  225  252  255 

Hamilton,  William  L. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  509 

Mentioned - '“““““"_350,  386 

Hammitt,  Ike.  See  Ike  Hammitt,  Steamer. 

Hampton,  W.  W.  Mentioned _  382 

Hancock,  W.  A.  Mentioned _ "  170 
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Handsboro,  Miss.  Protection  of  citizens  of.  Communication  from 

E.  It.  S.  Canby _  175 

Hanly,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned _  830 

Hannibal,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  783,  786 

Hanson,  James.  Mentioned _ 736 

Hanson,  Roger  W.  Mentioned _  628,  630,  631 

Har court,  William.  Mentioned _  172, 189,  213,  231 

Hardee,  William  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Allison,  It.  D _  796 

Hindman,  T.  C _  820,  S23 

Johnston,  A.  S _  838 

Mentioned _  563,  763,  825 

Harden,  John  F. 

Correspondence  with  William  G.  Jones _  37 

Mentioned _  3, 12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188,  212,  230,  243 

Report  of  destruction  of  steamer  Will-o’-the-wisp  off  Galveston,  Tex., 

February  10,  1865 _  36 

Harding,  W.  G.  Correspondence  with  A.  S.  Johnston -  806 

Harley,  Peter.  Mentioned _  132 

Harmony,  David  B.  Mentioned _  25, 

39,  57, 107, 121, 129, 135, 139, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Harper,  James  P.  Mentioned -  343 

Harper,  N.  B.  Mentioned _  170 

Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _ 62, 124 

Restoration  of  papers  captured  on -  235 

Harrington,  Ben.  Mentioned -  540 

Harrington,  George.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Secretary,  Treas¬ 
ury,  see  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Harris,  David  B.  Mentioned -  S39 

Harris,  Ira.  Mentioned -  392 

Harris,  Isham  G.  See  Tennessee,  Governor  of. 

Harris,  James.  Mentioned -  73 

Harrison,  Burton  N.  Mentioned -  824 

Harrison,  George  W.  Mentioned -  60 

Harrison,  H.  H.  Mentioned - 797,  798 

Harrison,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned -  702 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  222 

Hartley,  William.  Mentioned - 73,132 

Hartupee,  John  W.  Mentioned -  290 

Harwood,  Andrew  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  II _  330,  331,  338,  444,  472,  526, 

’  527,  577,  625,  635,  638,  640,  642,  650,  655-657,  659,  664,  665,  760 

Halleck,  H.  W -  641 

Kilty,  A.  H _  532-534,  581 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M -  54^ 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  of - 510,658 


Mentioned  - 

Haskell,  Leonidas.  Report  of  defenses  of  Galveston,  Tex -  62 

Haskey,  Mich.  Mentioned^ -  736 
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Hatch  &  Co.  Mentioned _ _  472 

Havana,  Cuba. 

Arrival  of  blockade  runners  at,  from  Galveston,  Tex _  190 

Arrival  of  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall  at _  187 

Offer  of  Spanish  authorities  at,  to  surrender  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

Report  of  H.  K.  Thatcher _  244 

Surrender  of  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall  to  Spanish  authorities  at _ 194,  212 

Havana,  Cuba,  Governor-General  of.  Mentioned _  244 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Mentioned  -  190,  244,  245,  249 

Correspondence  wTith 

State  Department,  U.  S _  27 

Banks,  N.  P _  194 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  245 

Hawes,  J.  M.  Correspondence  with  G.  F.  Emmons _  265 

Hawk,  Black  See  Black  Hawk,  U.  S.  S. 

Hawkins,  Pierce  B.  Mentioned _  348 

Haxtun,  Milton. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _ 118, 192 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  245 

Mentioned _ 218,  244 

Report  of  cruise  of  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita  to  San  Domingo,  West  Indies, 

for  protection  of  American  interests _  249 

Hayden,  John  A.  Mentioned _  553,  561,  569 

Haynes,  A.  P.  Mentioned _  170 

Haynes,  Milton  A. 

Mentioned -  567.569 

Report  of  measures  for  defense  of  Cumberland  River _  798 

Haywood,  Robert  W.  Mentioned _ ■ _  838 

Hazard,  Samuel  F. 

Mentioned -  361,  365 

Report  of  arrival  at  St.  Louis,  Mo _  332 

Head,  John  W.  Mentioned _  552,  555,567 

Hebard,  L.  C.  Mentioned _ 147,  445 

Heffernan,  William.  Mentioned _  565 

Heiman,  Adolphus. 

Mentioned -  554,555,558,561,563,602.797 

Reports  of. 

Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers.  Operations  on _  815 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6, 1862 _  564 

Heine,  Henry.  Mentioned _ 457,  467 

Helena,  Ark.  Burning  of  C.  S.  gunboat  Tuscarora  near,  November  23, 

1861  -  804 

Henderson,  D.  G.  Mentioned _  737 

Hendrick  Hudson,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  240 

Henriques,  Semmey. 

Appointed  paymaster  in  chief  of  naval  forces  on  Western  waters _  386 

Mentioned  -  467,  477,  529,  674,  760 

Henry,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  374 

Henry,  Fort.  See  Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 
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Henry,  Gustavus  A.,  jr.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney _  797 

Withers,  William  T _  829 

Mentioned _  416 

Hen  tig,  George.  Mentioned _  760 

Heroine,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  60,  65, 115,  263 

Heron,  William.  Mentioned _  800 

Herron,  Francis  J.  Mentioned _  120 

Hester,  - .  Mentioned _  396,  397 

Hewitt,  James  W.  Mentioned _  795 

Hey  dinger,  Nicholas.  Mentioned _ 73, 132 

Hibiscus,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  240,  246 

Hickman,  Ky. 

Engagement  at,  September  4,  1861. 

Order  of  U.  S.  Grant _ 1 _  310 

Report  of  John  Rodgers _  309 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  8.  Lexington,  p.  779. 

Proposition  of  Josiah  Gorgas  to  fortify _  788 

Higgins,  Anthony.  Mentioned _  255 

Higgins,  William.  Mentioned _  587 

Hill,  Crawford  T.  Mentioned _  645 

Hill,  H.  R.  W.  See  H.  R.  W.  Hill,  Steamer. 

Hillman,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  812 

Hillman,  J.  W.  See  J.  W.  Hillman,  Vessel. 

Hillyer,  William  S.  Mentioned _  301,  326 

Hindman,  Fort.  See  Fort  Hindman,  U.  8.  8. 

Hindman,  Thomas  C.  Correspondence  with  W.  J.  Hardee -  820,  823 

Hine,  T.  D.  See  T.  D.  Hine,  Steamer. 

Hiner,  David  A.  Mentioned _  289,  551,  644 

Hines,  H.  Mentioned -  110 

Hines,  J.  C.  Mentioned _ 152, 154 

Hines,  John.  Mentioned -  646 

Hinton,  William.  Mentioned -  551,  586 

Hitchcock,  Robert  B.  Mentioned - 517,523 

Hodges,  Mr.  Mentioned -  98 

Hoel,  William  R.  Mentioned _  544,  550,  713,  728,  729 

Hoffman,  Wickham. 

Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman -  156 

Mentioned _ 143,  146,  150 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Sherman,  T.  W. 

Hoffner,  Richard  J.  Mentioned -  3,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106 

Holden,  H.  W.  Mentioned -  136 

Hollahan,  Thomas.  Mentioned -  136 

Hollins,  F.  W.  Mentioned -  156 

Hollins,  George  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Averett,  S.  W - 145, 151 

Beauregard,  G.  T -  131 

Guthrie,  J.  J -  832 

Huger,  T.  B -  840 

McCown,  J.  P - -  834 
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Hollins,  George  N. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S _ _ _  824,  839-841 

Polk,  L _  828 

Mentioned _  655, 

690,  741,  752,  755,  757,  792,  796,  802,  803,  805,  807,  822,  825,  831-836 
Reports  of. 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.  Opera¬ 
tions  in  defense  of _  738,  749 

Mississippi  River. 

Measures  for  defense  of _  841 

Operations  in _  839 

Testimony  before  joint  special  committee  of  C.  S.  Congress  to  investi¬ 
gate  affairs  of  Navy  Department _  842-845 

Hollyhock,  U.  S.  S. 

Chase  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb,  April  24,  1865—  142,  147,  152,  166,  167 

Mentioned _  3, 

12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  118,  121,  128,  172,  1S9,  212,  231,  253,  255 

Holmstedt,  Ernest  W.  Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman _  146 

Honduras,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  240 

Hood,  John  B.  Mentioned _ 41,  60,  104 

Horace  Beals,  U.  S.  bark.  Arrival  of,  at  New  York,  from  Pensa¬ 
cola,  Fla _  14 

Horrigan,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned _  132 

Horton,  W.  D.  Mentioned _  561 

Hotchkiss,  Mr.  Mentioned _ _ 8, 15, 16 

Hotter,  - .  Mentioned _  740 

Houghtaling,  Charles.  Mentioned _  733 

Houston,  Arch.  Mentioned _  423 

Houston,  Sam.  See  Sam  Houston,  V.  S.  schooner. 

Houston,  William.  Mentioned _  565 

Howard,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  799 

Howard,  Christopher  H.  Mentioned _  131 

Howard,  William  A. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  446,  447 

Mentioned -  374,385,390,454,459,462 

Howard,  William  H.  Mentioned _  114 

Howell,  R.  H.  Mentioned _  739 

Hubbard,  David,  jr.  Mentioned _ 556,  565 

Huber,  Joseph.  Mentioned _  494 

Hudson,  Hendrick.  See  Hendrick  Hudson,  Steamer. 

Huger,  Fort.  See  Fort  H  uger,  Ala. 

Huger,  Thomas  B. 

Correspondence  with  G.  N.  Hollins _  840 

Mentioned _  745 

Hughes,  Adolphus  A.  Mentioned: _ 554,  565  567 

Hughes,  Barney.  Mentioned _ _ 739,  749  745 

Humes,  William  Y.  C.  Mentioned _  429 

Hunnicutt,  Mr.  Mentioned _  494 

Hunt,  William  Richardson.  Mentioned _ 741  742,  799 

Hunter,  J.  B.  (or  C. ).  Mentioned _ 166  179 

Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Mentioned _  ’  268 

See  also  Secretary  of  State,  C.  S. 
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Huntington,  Charles  L.  Mentioned _ 

Huntsville,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 

Hurd,  Jacob  S.  Mentioned _ 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A. 

Correspondence  with  E.  R.  S.  Canby _ 

Mentioned _ 

Statement  of,  regarding  trading  permits 
Hussar,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned-- 

Hussey,  Edward  B.  Mentioned _ 

Hussey,  Martin.  Mentioned _ 

Hutchinson,  Ike.  Mentioned _ 

Hyacinth,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 

Hyatt,  G.  W.  Mentioned _ 

Hyde,  M.  Mentioned _ 

Hyde,  William  D.  Mentioned _ 

Iaschke,  Eredrick  R.  Mentioned _ 

Iatan,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ 

Iberville,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ 

Ida,  U.  S.  S. 


Page. 

-  189 

60,  83,  86,  95, 100, 102, 139 
- -  291,  404,  551,  786 

- __  119 

55, 110, 159,  016,  668,  763 

-  Ill 

- - -  220 

-  255,260,262 

-  544 

-  103 

-  160 

-  382 

-  170 

-  255 

-  213,231,255 

-  782 

- 195,196 


Destruction  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Mobile  Bay _ 96, 12S-133 

Mentioned -  3, 12,  25,  39,  41,  56, 106, 118, 121, 172, 189,  212,  231,  253,  256 

Igo,  James.  Mentioned _  57 

Ike  Hammitt,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  769,  771,  783 

Illinois,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  783 

Illinois,  Governor  of.  Mentioned _  787 

Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries :  Houghtaling’s,  733. 


Cavalry— Regiments :  2d,  651,  783;  10th  ( Gurry's  company),  156. 
Infantry — Regiments :  9th,  317,  339,  379-381 ;  10th,  733 ;  12th,  310, 
311,  317,  786;  16th,  733;  18th  (Lawler's),  366;  22d  ,733; 
27th  (Buford's),  405,  653,  780;  32d,  644-646;  42d,  706,  707; 


47th  (Roberts'),  729;  51st,  733;  55th,  653. 

Indiana,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H _  351 

President,  U.  S _  344 

Mentioned  -  347,  348,  355 

Ingraham,  Duncan  N.  Correspondence  with  R.  D.  Minor _  805 

Ingram’s  Shoals,  Cumberland  River.  Sinking  of  obstructions  at.  Re¬ 
ports  of 

Gilmer,  J.  F _  800 

Haynes,  Milton  A _  798 

Henry,  G.  A -  797 


Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiment:  7th,  343,  418. 

Iron  Bank  (or  Bluffs),  Ky. 

Engagement  at,  October  7,  1861.  See  Abstract  logs  of  U.  S.  steamers 
Tyler  and  Lexington,  pp.  772,  7S0. 

Engagement  at,  November  7,  1861.  See  Belmont,  Mo.  Battle  of, 
November  7,  1861. 

Ironclads,  U.  S. 

Construction  of _  659 

Laying  up  of _  204,  218,  225,  252,  253,  255 
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Ironsides,  New.  See  New  Ironsides,  U.  8.  S.  Page. 

Irwin,  John. 

Mentioned _  3, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 128, 131, 172, 186, 188,  212,  230 

Report  of  survey  of  captured  steamers  Baltic,  Morgan,  and  Black 

Diamond _  226-229 

Isabella,  Schooner.  Order  for  seizure  of _  9 

Isherwood,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned _  292 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River. 

Defenses  of.  Report  of  S.-  Kellogg _  767 

See  also  Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo. 


Combined  operations,  etc. 

Measures  for  defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Gray,  A.  B -  824 

Hollins,  G.  N _  834 

Memorandum  from  William  C.  Whittle _  817 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  828,  834 

Hollins,  G.  N _  832 

Reports  of. 

McCown,  J.  P -  831,  833-836 

Polk,  L -  654 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Combined  operations  in  vicinity  of,  March  12,  to  surrender  of  Island 
No.  10,  April  7.  1862. 

Address  of  W.  W.  Mackall _  721 

Casualties _  694 

Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  737 

Bissell,  J.  W _  734 

Foote,  A.  II - 712-715 

Fulton,  C.  C _  692 

Halleck,  II.  W - 710,  722 

Hollins,  G.  N _  756 

McCown,  J.  P _  737 

Navy  Department,  C.  S _  755 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  728,  735 

Pope,  John - 701,  714-719 

Porter,  W.  D _ 730 

President,  U.  S _  735 

Trezevant,  John  T _  744 

Walke,  H _  718 

Confederate  defenses _ 744,  747  757 

Confederate  vessels  captured  or  destroyed,  April  7,  1S62 _  757 


Congratulatory  orders  and  correspondence. 

Confederate _ 739  749 

Union - 724,  728-730,  735 

Crew  of  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  and  soldiers  transferred  to,  March, 


1862  _ 

Evacuation  of  New  Madrid  by 
1862 _ 


-  736 

Confederates,  March  13, 
-  689,  737,  749,  752 


Joint  resolution  of  Congress,  U.  S.,  tendering  thanks  to  A.  II. 


Foote 


735 
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Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.— Continued.  Page. 
Combined  operations  in  vicinity  of,  etc.— Continued. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  742 

Foote,  A.  H -  688,  691j  704>  730 

Halleek,  H.  W - G86,  687,  692,  697,  700,  703,  704,  730 

Hollins,  George  N _ _ 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  729 

Pope,  John _  749 

Trudeau,  James _  74r, 

War  Department,  LT.  S _  709 

Passage  of  Confederate  batteries  by 

Carondelet,  U.  S.  S -  710-714,  724,  728,  732,  733 

Pittsburg,  U.  S.  S -  719,  724,  728,  732,  733 

Reports  of 

Averett,  S.  W _  745 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  755 

Blake,  E.  D _  757 

Foote,  A.  H -  685-689, 

693-700,  702,  705,  706,  709,  711,  712,  719,  720,  722,  723,  726 

Gray,  A.  B -  740)  747 

Halleek,  H.  W _  ’  698 

Hollins,  G.  N - - -  738,  749j  839 

Kilty,  A.  H -  725 

McCown,  J.  P - 737)  739,  742,  743,  746,  751 

McDill,  J.  B _  694 

Mackall,  W.  W _  754 

Pennoclr,  A.  M - 590,  691,  695,  702 

Pope,  John -  689,692,703,708,716,724,731 

Roberts,  George  W _  707 

Rucker,  Edmund  W _  753 

Scott,  Thomas  A -  704,  709,  710,  712,  715,  716,  722 

Walke,  H -  698i  79c,  710,  718,  726 

Walker,  L.  M _  740—742 

See  also  Abstract  of  log  books,  pp.  769-777. 

Proposed  operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Cullum,  G.  W _  658 

War  Department,  U.  S _  662 

Orders  and  instructions  of  H.  W.  Halleek _  656,  658,  663 

Reports  of 

Cullum,  G.  W _ 661 

Foote,  A.  H -  657,  659,  662,  663 

Halleek,  H.  W -  661,664 

Itasca,  U.  S.  S. 

Convoy  of  army  transports  from  Barrancas  to  Apalachicola,  Fla _ 219-221 

Mentioned -  3, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 122, 130, 164, 189,  212,  231,  247,  256 

Orders  for  movements _ 163  196 

Ivy,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned -  756,  842,  845 

Operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10 _  767 

Izetta,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  644,  783 

N  w  r — vol  22 - 57 


898 


INDEX. 


Page. 

J.  C.  Kuhn,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned _  4, 

12,  25,  39,  56,  106, 121, 128, 172, 189,  213,  231,  243,  253,  255,  260,  262 

J.  D.  Perry,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  456 

J.  W.  Hillman,  Vessel.  Mentioned _  785 

J.  Woods,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  812 

J ackson,  A.  M.  Report  of  description  of  torpedo  boats _  103 

Jackson,  Andrew,  jr.  Mentioned _  820 

Jackson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Jaclcson,  U.  S.  S. 

Jackson,  James.  Mentioned _  694 

Jackson,  James  S.  Mentioned _  794 

Jackson,  John  P.  See  John  P.  Jackson,  U.  8.  8. 

Jackson,  William  H.  Mentioned _  408,409,414,416 

James  Johnson,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  812 

January,  D.  A.  See  D.  A.  January,  Steamer. 

Jasmine,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 4,  12, 

25,  39,  56,  106,  118,  121,  128,  172,  189,  212,  231,  253,  255,  260,  262 

J  eft  Davis,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  357,  362,  363,  772 

Jenkins,  C.  F.  Mentioned _  382 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Glierardi,  Bancroft _ 8, 45 

Kirkland,  William  A _  8 

Low,  W.  W _  13 

Mobile  Bay  and  Lakeport,  La.,  U.  S.  naval  and  military  officers 

between _  20 

Mentioned - 4,12,267 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  by  T.  P.  Greene _  21 

Jenter,  F.  Mentioned _ 737 

Jernigan,  J.  H.  Mentioned _ _ _  U0 

Jinkins,  William.  Mentioned _  382 

Jo,  Negro.  Mentioned _  382 

Joe  Underwood,  Camp.  See  Camp  Joe  Underwood,  Ky. 

John  Galt,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  779 

John  H.  Dickey,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  674 

John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _ _  1 

39,  56,  106,  118,  121,  128,  172,  175,  189,  212,  231,  243,  253,  256,' 259 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound _ 8, 15  16  113  114 

Orders  for  movements _  9 

John  Ramm,  Vessel.  Mentioned _  786 

John  Simonds,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  742  757 

Johnson,  Andrew.  See  Vice-President,  U.  8. 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R.  Mentioned _ 534  607  614 

Johnson,  Cave.  Mentioned _ _ _ 6I7' 618 

Johnson,  Foster.  Mentioned _  73G 

Johnson,  George  L.  Mentioned _ 769-771 

Johnson,  George  W.  Mentioned _ 457  763 

Johnson,  James.  Mentioned _  ’  736 

Johnson,  James.  See  James  Johnson,  Steamer. 

Johnson,  John.  Mentioned _  7^6 

Johnson,  lewis.  Mentioned _ ”~2S  30  31 
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Johnson,  Mortimer  L.  Mentioned _  212,218,230,247,254 

Johnson,  William.  Mentioned _  587 

Johnston,  Albert  Sidney. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  822 

Brown,  Neill  S _  806 

Floyd,  J.  B _ _  609-612,  620 

Hardee,  W.  J _  838 

Harding,  W.  G _  806 

Haynes,  Milton  A _  798 

Henry,  G.  A -  797 

Polk,  L _  407,  812,  814 

Tennessee,  Governor  of _ 609 

General  order,  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo _  424 

Mentioned _  598,  601,  619,  648,  671,  744,  763,  809,  810,  823,  825,  826,  828 

Reports  of. 

Belmont,  Mo.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 _ 802 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.  Attack  on,  and  surrender  of,  February  12- 

16, 1S62 _ 611,  613 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

Attack  on,  January  17,  1862 _  816 

Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 _  563 

Kentucky.  Operations  in,  and  condition  of  Confederate  defenses-  800 

Johnston,  John  V. 

Appointed  acting  volunteer  lieutenant  for  gallantry _  735 

Mentioned - 551,  707 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Defeat  of.  Order  of  H.  K.  Thatcher  for  firing  of  salutes  in  honor  of _  122 

Mentioned  _ 83, 177 

Johnstone,  John  A. 

Mentioned  __  3, 12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 121, 128, 137, 149, 171, 188,  212,  224,  230,  243 
Reports  of. 

Chaos,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  21, 1865 -  136 

Galveston,  Tex.  Capture  of  cotton  off -  136 

Le  Compt,  Schooner.  Wreck  of,  near  Galveston,  Tex.,  May  24, 

1865 _  197 

Jones,  - .  Mentioned _  104 

Jones,  Colonel.  Mentioned -  351,  356 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R.  Correspondence  with  H.  Taylor -  271 

Jones,  Eicon.  Mentioned - 754 

Jones,  G.  R.  G.  Mentioned -  561,  569 

Jones,  H.  L.  Mentioned -  553,  561 

Jones,  J.  C.  B.  Mentioned -  820 

Jones,  John.  Mentioned -  561 

Jones,  Meriwether  P.  Mentioned -  4, 

12,  25,  39,  56,  71,  106,  121,  128,  172,  189,  213,  231,  248 
Jones,  Paul.  See  Paul  Jones,  U.  8.  8. 

Jones,  Paul  T.  Mentioned -  249 

Jones,  Samuel.  Mentioned -  754 

Jones,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned -  3, 12 

Jones,  Wiley.  Mentioned -  150 
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Jones,  William  G.  Page. 

Mentioned _  35,  36 

Report  of  destruction  of  steamer  Will-o’-the-wisp  off  Galveston,  Tex., 

February  10,  1865 _  37 

Jordan,  Aaron  M.  Mentioned _  367,  550 

Jordan,  Meltiah.  Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  128 

Jordan,  Thomas  (Assistant  Adjutant-General). 

Correspondence  with 

McCown,  J.  P _  737,  743,  746,  751.  831,  836 

Maclcall,  W.  W _  751 

Stewart,  A.  P _  838 

Mentioned _  742 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Jordan,  Thomas  (Private).  Mentioned _  737 

Josephine,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  14,  1865 _  11 

Jouan,  John.  Mentioned _  73 

Jouett,  James  E.  Mentioned _ _  4, 12 

Joy,  Henry.  Mentioned _  694 

Judge  Torrence,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ _  673,  769-771 

Julia,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  134 

Julius,  Confederate  boat.  Mentioned _  821 

Kalinski,  Archilles.  Mentioned _  201 

Kanawha,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by _  5 

Mentioned -  4, 12,  25,  39,  49,  56, 106, 121, 126, 128, 172. 1S9,  213,  256 

Orders  for  movements _  204 

Kanawha  Valley,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  742 

Katahdin,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 189,  213.  256 

Kate  Dale,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  200,  201 

Kearney,  James.  Mentioned _  550 

Kearney,  Thomas  H. 

Mentioned -  401,  403,  551 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Tyler,  engagement  at  Pittsburg  Land¬ 
ing,  Tenn.,  March  1,  1862 _  045 

Keith,  J.  Mentioned _  470 

Kelcher,  William.  Mentioned _  094 

Kelley,  Daniel.  Mentioned _ 74,  430 

Kellogg,  S.  Report  of  Confederate  fortifications  on  Mississippi  River _  767 

Kelly,  J.  Mentioned _  470 

Kelly,  Michael.  Mentioned _ 537 

Kemble,  Edmund.  Mentioned _  424 

12S,  172, 1SS,  212,  323,  324,  361,  449,  535,  691,  722 

Kendrick,  Charles  S.  Mentioned _  554 

Kendrick,  Clay.  Mentioned _  04g 

Kendrick,  J.  B.  Mentioned _  048 

Kennebec,  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of  Steamer  Denbigh,  May  24,  1865 _  497 

Mentioned -  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 126,  12S,  172, 189,  213,  219,  231,  241,  256 

Kennedy,  John  B.  G.  Mentioned _  420  743 

Kenner,  Duncan  E.  Mentioned _ _ _  §30 

Kennett,  Ferd.  See  Ferd.  Kennett,  Steamer. 

Kenny,  John,  Mentioned _  730 
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Kentucky.  Page. 

Affairs  in. 

Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  822 

Joknston,  A.  S _  812 

Polk,  L _  812 

Reports  of 

Alcorn,  J.  L _  794 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  825-827 

Johnston,  A.  S _  800 

Proclamation  by  President,  C.  S.,  granting  amnesty  to  certain  citizens 

of _  818 

Kentucky,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned -  409,  426,  833 

Kentucky,  Steamer  (Barge).  Mentioned -  383,790 

Kentucky,  Governor  of.  Mentioned -  763 


Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Cavalry — Companies: 

Melton’s,  554,  565,  567;  Padgett’s,  554,  565. 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.)  Infantry — Regiments:  Haw¬ 
kins’  and  McHenry’s,  348. 

Keystone,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  771,  780 

Key  West,  Fla.  Naval  station  at,  discontinued,  and  made  depot  for 
coal  and  stores. 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S -  237 

Report  of  H.  K.  Thatcher -  245 


Kickapoo,  U.  S.  S. 

Laid  up  at  New  Orleans,  La - . - - -  252,  255 

Mentioned _ 4,  12, 

25,  89,  56,  71,  72,  106,  118,  121-123,  128,  172,  189,  191,  192,  213,  231 

Kilgore,  William  F.  Mentioned -  262 

Kilty,  A.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bryant,  N.  C -  533 

Dove,  B.  M _  531,533 

Foote,  A.  H _  444,  529,  530 

Ilalleck,  H.  W - ■ -  531 

Phelps,  S.  L - - - - - 

Harwood,  A.  A -  534 

Reports  of. 

Cairo,  Ill.  Fitting  out  of  U.  S.  vessels  at -  532,  533,  581 

Red  Rover,  Steamer.  Condition  of -  725 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  Expiration  of  contract  for  building  gunboats  at__  365 

Kineo,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  4, 12, 15,  25,  39,  56, 106, 117, 121, 128 

King,  Steamer.  Mentioned - 103 

King,  Henry  Clay.  Mentioned -  803 

Kingsbury,  Captain.  Mentioned -  294 

Kirby,  Nicholas.  Mentioned -  12, 25,  38,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 188,  212,  21o 

Kirkham,  Thomas.  Mentioned -  586 

Kirkland,  William  A. 

Mentioned _ _  4, 12,  25,  39,  57,  107,  121,  129,  135,  139,  172,  189,  213,  231 

Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala -  8>  9 

Kirkman,  Sam.  See  Sam  Kirkman,  Confederate  boat. 

Kittatinny,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned - *2’ 

25,  39,  57,  106,  118,  121,  12S,  172,  189,  213,  223,  224,  231,  247,  256 
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Knap,  Charles.  Mentioned _  295 

Knap,  Rudd  &  Co.  Mentioned _  296 

Kobb,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  671 

Kountz,  Captain.  Mentioned _  282 

KuefEner,  William  C.  Mentioned _  381,  382 

Kuhn,  J.  C.  See  J.  C.  Kulin,  U.  8.  hark. 

Lackawanna,  U.  S.  S. 

Boat  expedition  from,  for  destruction  of  Confederate  steamer  near 

Fort  Point,  Tex.,  February  25,  1865 _ 51,  52 

Condition  of _  181 

Firing  upon  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  by,  April  24,  1865_  148, 149, 166, 167 
Mentioned _  4,  5, 12,  24,  25,  32, 


33,  39,  43,  56,  106,  118,  121,  128,  147,  172,  189,  192,  213,  222,  223,  256 

Operations  on  coast  of  Texas _  22,  29,  42 

Ladner,  - .  Mentioned _  98 

Lafayette,  U.  S.  S. 

Chase  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb,  April  23,  1865 _ 157, 161-164 

Laid  up  at  New  Orleans,  La _  204,  252,  255 

Mentioned  _  169,  225 

Lake  Erie,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  380-3S2,  769,  783 

Lakeman,  William.  Mentioned _  544 

Lally,  R.  Mentioned _  736 

Lane,  Colonel.  Mentioned _  344 

Lane,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned _  739 

Lane,  Harriet.  See  Harriet  Lane,  U.  8.  8. 

Lane,  James  H.  Mentioned _  S09 

Laning,  James.  Mentioned _  500.  551 

Lantz,  John.  Mentioned _  540 

Lark,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  27 

Larkins,  David  H.  Mentioned _  132 

Larrabee,  Charles.  Mentioned _  36 

Latta,  S.  R.  Mentioned _  423 

Laughlin,  Patrick.  Mentioned _ 5S6,  736 

Laughlin,  Rankin  G.  Mentioned _ 94;  95 

Lawler,  Michael  K.  Mentioned _  366 

Lawrence,  John  Christopher.  Mentioned _  56 

Lawson,  Captain.  Mentioned _  §06 

Lawton,  Robert.  Mentioned- _  37 

Laycock,  Joseph  G.  Mentioned _  586 

Leach,*  Captain.  Mentioned _  569 

Le  Compt,  C.  S.  schooner.  Driving  ashore  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Coruubia,  near 

Galveston,  Tex.,  May  24,  1865 _  197, 198,  224 

Lee,  John  R.  Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mullany _  31 

Lee,  P.  Lynch.  Mentioned _  569 

Lee,  Robert  E.  Mentioned -  83,  87,  170,  175,  177 

Lee,  Samuel  Phillips. 

Correspondence  with 

Canby,  E.  R.  S -  40,  55,  60,  107,  192,  193,  203,  214 

Dyer,  C.  H -  127 

Fitzhugh,  W.  E _  158 

Foster,  J.  P _  163 


*  Probably  Edward  E.  Leech. 
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Lee,  Samuel  Phillips — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Grafton,  Edward  C _  159 

McElroy,  Thomas _  108 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  22 

Palmer,  J.  S _  39 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  39,  105,  107,  186,  204 

Mentioned _  21,  47,  54,  69,  166,  208,  225 

Reports  of  vessels  transferred  to  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 

from  Mississippi  Squadron _  26,  39,  40 

Lee,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  799 

Lenthall,  John. 

Mentioned _  284,  664,  665t  723 

Recommends  raising  of  vessels  used  as  obstructions  in  Mobile  Bay —  248 

Leon,  Perae.  Mentioned _  694 

Leonard,  Charles  H.  Mentioned _  217 

Leonard,  Ezra. 

Correspondence  with  L.  S.  Fickett _  61 

Mentioned _ 3, 12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188,  212,  230 

Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in  vicinity  of _  116 

St.  Martinsville,  La.  Recovery  of  light-house  apparatus  stored 

at _  232 

Le  Roy,  William  E. 

Correspondence  with  H.  K.  Thatcher -  173, 184, 190, 191 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  129,  142,  172,  189,  213,  217 

Reports  of. 

Ossipee,  U.  S.  S. 

Arrival  of,  at  Philadelphia -  224 

Condition  of _  140,  208 

Stonewall,  C.  S.  ram.  Measures  to  resist  attack  by -  190 

William  H.  Webb,  C.  S.  ram.  Destruction  of,  April  24,  1865—  148, 149 

Request  of,  for  return  of  launch  and  howitzer  to  IT.  S.  S.  Ossipee -  188 

Lewis,  Benjamin  S.  Mentioned - 166, 169 

Lewis,  Harry  S.  Mentioned -  154, 166, 169 

Lewis,  John.  Mentioned! _  154,166,169 

Lewis,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned -  540,  551 

Lewis,  R.  A.  Mentioned -  8^2 

Lexington,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  August  16,  1861,  to  April  11,  1862 -  777-7S6 

Armament,  January,  1862 -  495 

Casualties,  engagement  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.,  March  1,  1862—  646 

Condition  of -  431 

Engagement  at 

Columbus,  Ky.,  October  7,  1861 -  360-363 

Hickman  and  Columbus,  Ky.,  September  4,  1861 -  309 

Lucas  Bend,  Mo.,  September  10,  1861 -  323-330 

Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.,  March  1,  1862 -  643-648 

Expedition  to  Owensboro,  Ky.,  September  22-25,  1861 - : -  344-349 

Grounding  of,  in  Tennessee  River - 508,  509 

List  of  officers, 

November  11,  1861 -  404 

February  6,  1862 -  551 
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Lexington,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned _  161,  163,  322, 

339,  342,  351,  352,  354,  356,  357,  376,  377,  383,  390,  397,  436,  437, 
440-142,  444,  448,  449,  451,  452,  470,  479-481,  483-488,  493,  501, 
507-511,  521,  575,  583,  614,  633,  670,  674,  700,  726,  772,  773,  821 

Movements  of _  444,  451 

Operations. 

At  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7,  1861 _  398,  400-402,  404,  405 

At  battle  of  Shiloh  (Pittsburg  Landing),  Tenn.,  April  6-7, 1862_  762-766 

At  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862 _  534, 

537,  538,  541,  542,  551 

In  Mississippi  River _  300,  349,  366,  486,  487 

In  Tennessee  River -  497,  507,  520,  52S,  570-574,  670 

Orders  for  movements -  362,  440, 481,  484,  487, 488,  537 

Purchase  and  fitting  out  of _ _  283-2S7,  290-294,  297-299 

Recounoissance  in  Tennessee  River  and  engagement  at  Chickasaw, 

Ala.,  March  12,  1862 _  666-669 

Seizure  of  Steamer  W.  B.  Terry  at  Paducah,  Ivy.,  by,  August  22,  1861_  304 

Shirk,  J.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  R.  N.  Stembel  of  command _  481 

Liddell,  St.  John  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Far  rand,  E _ _ _  98 

Fry,  Joseph _ 98 

Mentioned  _ 99-101 

Lilly,  Schooner.  Mentioned _  5 

Lincoln,  Abraham.  See  President,  V.  S. 

Linnekin,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned.  4, 12,  25,  39,  57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Linton,  Ky.  Affairs  at.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps _  457,  461 

Litherbury,  John. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  392,  471 

Mentioned  _  438 

Livingston,  C.  S.  S. 

Operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10 _  750,  767 

Mentioned _  842  845 

Livingston,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements _  434 

Livingston,  John  W.  Mentioned _  108 

Loan,  William  F.  Mentioned _  255 

Lockhart,  Captain.  Mentioned _  291 

Lockwood,  Elias.  Mentioned _  733 

Lockwood,  R.  J.  See  R.  J.  Lockwood,  Steamer. 

Lodwick,  Captain.  Mentioned _ 499,  426 

Loewenstein,  J.  W.  Mentioned _  HI 

Logan,  John  A.  Mentioned _  443 

Logwood,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned _  410,  415,  416  425  426 

Lone,  Schooner.  Mentioned _ _ _  IO3 

Long,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned _  443 

Looney,  Robert  F.  Mentioned _ _ _ 534  337 

Lord,  George  P.  Mentioned _ 737,  773 

Loring,  Albert.  Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman _  453 

Loring,  Edward  P.  Report  of  preparations  to  resist  attack  by  C.  S.  ram 

Stonewall _  -j  g- 

Louisa,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  at  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.,  February  18 
1865 _ 
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Louisiana.  Removal  of  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse  in  certain 

portions _ , _  171,  216 

Louisiana,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  755,  840 

Orders  for  movements _  841 

Louisiana,  Steamer  (U.  S.  transport).  Mentioned _  430 

Louisiana,  Governor  of. 

Confidential  circular  from  G.  T.  Beauregard  to _  826 

Mentioned _  827,828 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery — Batteries:  Pointe  Coupee,  408,  420;  Watson  ( Beltz - 
hoover's),  406,  408,  411-413,  422.  Regiment:  2d,  41. 

Cavalry — Regiment :  7th,  61. 

Infantry — Battalion:  Kennedy’s,  420.  Regiments:  11th  (Marks’s), 

406,  409,  410,  414,  421,  425^27;  12th  (Scott's),  421,  832; 

13th  (Gibson's) ,  819;  ISth  (Mouton’s) ,  833;  O’Hara’s  Peli¬ 
can  Guards,  745. 

Louisville,  U.  S.  S. 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  495 

Casualties,  attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  14,  1862 _  587 

Fitting  out  of _  444 

Mentioned _  387,  550,  626,  769 

Operations. 

Against  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  14—16,  1862 -  584, 

585,  587,  588,  592 

In  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March  12  to 

April  7,  1862 _  693,  700,  752 

Occupation  of  Columbus,  Ky.,  March  1—1,  1862 -  650-655 

Orders  for  movements _  531,  533 

Louisville,  Ky.  Affairs  in  and  about.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps -  289-294 

Lovejoy,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned - - -  550 

Lovell,  Mansfield.  Mentioned -  756,  810,  844 

Lovell,  S.  O.  Mentioned _  151 

Low,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with  Thornton  A.  Jenkins -  13 

Mentioned _  12, 

25,  39,  56,  92,  106,  121,  129,  133,  135,  139,  172,  186,  189,  213,  231 

Reports  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Mobile,  Ala - . - 41,  79 

Lucas,  A.  W.  Mentioned _  737 

Lucas  Bend,  Mo. 

Engagment  at. 

September  10,  1861. 

Communication  from  A.  H.  Foote - , -  330 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H _  330 

Grant,  IT.  S _  329 

'  Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H _  323 

Grant,  U.  S _  328,  329 

McClernand,  John  A -  329 

Phelps,  S.  L _  324 

Stembel,  R.  N - 326 

Waagner,  G -  327 
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Lucas  Bend,  Mo. — Continued.  Page. 

Engagement  at — Continued. 

November  7,  1861.  See  Belmont,  Mo.  Battle  of,  November  7, 

1861. 

Firing  upon  batteries  at,  September  16,  1861.  Reports  of  H. 


Walke -  339,  340 

Reeonnoissanees  to,  September  22  and  October  31,  1861.  Reports  of 

H.  Walke _  349,  389 

Ludlow,  John. 

Certificate  of,  regarding  wound  of  John  A.  Winslow _  456 

Mentioned  _  550 

Lull,  Edward  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Charles  W _  162 

Ely,  Robert  B _  161 

Wells,  W.  R _  162 

Mentioned  - 158, 163 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  II.  Webb  from  Red  River,  La., 

April  23,  1865 _ j _  159 

Lunar,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  190 

Lyford,  Stephen  C.  Mentioned _  617,  652,  653 

Lynn  Boyd,  Confederate  steamer. 

Burning  of,  February  7,  1862 _  S21 

Mentioned  _  565 

Lyon,  George  W.  Mentioned _ 82,  93 


For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see 

Canby,  E.  R.  8. 


Lyons,  M.  Mentioned _  736 

McAdam,  Sydney  H.  Mentioned _ 551,  694 

McArthur,  John.  Mentioned _ 310.312,317 

McBridge,  James  (Ordinary  seaman).  Mentioned _  736 

McBride,  James  (Pilot).  Mentioned _  540,551 

McBride,  John.  Mentioned _  586,  736 

McCammant,  Joseph.  Mentioned _  104,  551 

McCan,  George.  Mentioned _  736 

McCann,  Sergeant.  Mentioned _  739 

McCann,  James.  Mentioned _  736 

McCartey,  1ST.  Mentioned _  549 

McCarty,  Patrick.  Mentioned _ 554 

McClan,  Charles.  Mentioned _  737 

McClellan,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Cullum,  G.  W _  621  622 

Foote,  A.  H — - 453,  455,  595,  913 

Halleck,  H.  W -  504,  594,  631,  639 

Mentioned _  279-284 


2S6,  318,  319,  454,  464,  468,  475,  505,  626,  636,  641,  649,  824 

Relieved  of  command  of  Department  of  the  West _  295 

McClernand,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H _  544 

Rodgers,  J _  0-10 
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McClernand,  John  A. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned -  317  322,  335,  394,  399-404,  406, 

489,  49S,  499,  501,  502,  553,  561,  567,  569,  584,  596,  634,  686,  687,  832 

Report  of  engagement  at  Lucas  Bend,  Mo.,  September  10,  1861 _  329 

McCook,  Anson  McD.  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb 

from  Red  River,  La.,  April  23,  1S65 _  164 

McChirken,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  427,  629 

McCormick,  George.  Mentioned _  544 

McCown,  George  W.  Mentioned _  421 

McCown,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  834 

Hollins,  G.  N _  834 

Pickett,  Ed.,  jr _ _ _  739 

Polk,  L _ I _ _ _  739 

Rucker,  Edrnuud  W _  753 

General  orders _  739 

Mentioned _  408,  410,  414,  416,  654,  690,  738,  750,  757,  767,  828,  832 

Reports  of. 

Belmont,  Mo.  Battle  of  November  7,  1861 _  420 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Measures  for  defense  of _  831 

Operations  in  defense  of _  737,  739,  742,  743,  746,  751 

New  Madrid,  Mo.  Affairs  at _ S33,  834,  835,  836 

McCulloch,  Ben.  Mentioned _  799 

McCulloch,  Hugh.  See  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

McCulloch,  Robert.  Mentioned _  41 

McCurley,  Felix.  Mentioned _ 121, 129, 172 

McDaniel,  B.  F.  Mentioned _  170 

McDaniel,  G.  R.  Mentioned _  170 

McDermett,  Edward  J.  Mentioned _  168 

McDermot,  J.  Mentioned _  737 

McDill,  John  B. 

Mentioned _  551 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis,  March  17,  1862 _  694 

McDonald,  George.  Mentioned _ , - 74, 132 

McDonald,  Hugh.  Mentioned _  736 

McDonald,  J.  S.  Mentioned _  170 

McDonald,  John  A.  Mentioned _  551,  694 

McDonald,  Mich.  Mentioned _  736 

McDowell,  A.  See  A.  McDowell,  Steamer. 

McDowell,  Drake.  Mentioned -  777 

McElroy,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee -  108 

Mentioned _  107 

McFadden,  James.  Mentioned -  586 

McFarland,  William  D.  Mentioned -  550 

McFaster,  J.  Mentioned -  737 

MacGavock,  Randall  W.  Mentioned -  554,  557,  565,  567,  798 

McGee,  James  R. 

Certifies  to  completion  of  gunboats  at  Cairo,  Ill -  504 

Mentioned  - 341,  438 

McGinn,  Joseph.  Mentioned -  HI 

M’Gloin,  William.  Mentioned _  25,  39,  57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231 
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McGuire,  H.  Mentioned _ _ _ _  737 

McGuire,  Michael.  Mentioned _ 73;  132 

McGunnegle,  Wilson.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  685 

McHenry,  John  H.,  jr.  Mentioned _  348 

Mack,  William  J.  Mentioned _ _ _  255 

Mackall,  William  W. 

Address  to  soldiers  at  Island  No.  10 _  721 

Correspondence  with 

Crittenden,  George  B _  823 

Floyd,  John  B _  552 

Gilmer,  J.  F -  601-608,799,807 

Heiman,  A _  504 

Polk,  L -  407,  803,  812,  814 

Smith,  W.  R__ 1 _  816 

Mentioned  _ 707 

Report  of  operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River _  751 

McKay,  Charles  E. 

Mentioned  - 33-35,  37 

Report  of  destruction  of  steamer  Will-o’-the-wisp,  off  Galveston,  Tex., 

February  10,  1865 _  35 

McKeever,  Chauncey. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  358  363,  442 

Mentioned  -  365,366 

McKinstry,  Justus. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Fremont _  333 

Mentioned  _ 


321 


McLane,  Edward.  Mentioned _  432 

McLaughlin,  John.  Mentioned _  433 

McLaughlin,  P.  Mentioned _  17q 

McLaughlin,  S.  H.  Mentioned _ 561 

McLean,  Nathaniel  H. 


Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant _  765 

Mentioned  _  739 

McMillan,  R.  N.  Mentioned _  239 

McNairy,  F.  H.  Mentioned _ "~~^419  400 

McNeeley,  James  S. 


551 

706 


Mentioned _ 

Report  of  condition  of  sick  and  wounded  on  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet 
Macomb,  Fort.  See  Fort  Macomb. 

McPherson,  James  B.  Report  of  attack  on  and  surrender  of  Fort  Douel- 

son,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862 _  597 

McQueen,  L.  Mentioned _ 

McRae,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned -  756,  789i  832>  834>  g42)  g45 

Operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10 _ 

McRae,  John  J. 


170 


738,  749,  751,  767 


Correspondence  with  President,  C.  S _  o1f> 

Mentioned _ 

Machen,  W.  B.  Correspondence  with  Lloyd  Tilghman _  797 

Maddocks,  Walter  D.  Mentioned _ __  4 

12,  25,  39,  57,  107,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  255  260  262 
Madeira,  Aston.  Mentioned - - -  628)  ^  “31 
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Madigan,  John.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  William  M.  Stannard _  264 

Mentioned _  254,  260,  262 

Madrid  Bend,  Mississippi  River.  Operations  in.  See  Island  No.  10,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River,  anil  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Maffitt,  John  N.  Mentioned _  194 

Magaw,  Samuel.  Mentioned _  254,  260,  262 

Magee,  Alexander.  Mentioned _  550 

Magruder,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  B.  F.  Sands _  206,  207,  271,  273,  274 

Mentioned _  196,  198,  199,  202,  205,  216 

Surrender  of.  See  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  Negotiations  lead¬ 
ing  to  surrender  of  Confederate  forces  in. 

Magune,  James  W. 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  57,  107,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  237 

Report  of  sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Sciota  by  torpedo,  April  14,  1865_1 -  130 

Mahaska,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  254,  260,  262 

Mahoney,  John.  Boats  taken  from  shipyard  of,  at  Algiers,  La -  239,240 

Mahoney,  Richard.  Mentioned _  586,  736 

Maine,  William  A.  Mentioned _  11 

Maine  Troops.  Mentioned.  Cavalry — Regiment:  2d,  258. 

Major  Anderson,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  296 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.  See  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Maloney,  P.  J.  Correspondence  with 

Everett,  Charles _ 145, 147 

Fitzwmter,  A.  J -  145 

Malta,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  in  Vermilion  Bayou,  La.,  March  3,  1865 -  61 

Manassas,  C.  S.  ram.  Mentioned -  673,  674,  700,  702,  737-739,  842 

Mangham,  George.  See  George  Mangliam,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Manhattan,  U.  S.  S. 

Firing  upon  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb,  April  23,  1865 - —  157, 161, 162 

Laid  up  at  New  Orleans,  La -  252,  255 

Mentioned  _  151,159,163,169,187,230,231 

Orders  for  movements _ 186, 192, 193 

Mann,  Walter  L.  Mentioned -  206 

Mannahasset,  Fort.  See  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Manning,  Patrick.  Mentioned -  133 

Mansfield  &  Co.  Mentioned -  120 

Margaret,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  134 

Maria  A.  Wood,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned - - - 4,  8, 12, 

25,  39,  56,  106,  118,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  252,  254,  260,  262 

Operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala -  185 

Maria  Denning,  U.  S.  receiving  ship. 

Dove,  B.  M.,  appointed  to  command -  428 

Mentioned _ * -  442,443,447—449,451,669 

Movements  of - 

Prichett,  James  M.,  appointed  to  command -  759 

Orders  for  movements - 4oo,  434 

Marigold,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  252,  254,  260,  262 

Markham,  Albert.  Mentioned -  58(3 

Marks,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned -  406,  409,  410,  414,  421,  425-127 


910 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Marmora,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of _ 54,  55 

Mars  (orMears),  Steamer.  Mentioned _  742,757 

Marsh,  C.  Carroll.  Mentioned _  778 

Marsh,  George  R.  Mentioned _ _  154, 166, 169 

Marshall,  Charles.  Mentioned _  550 

Marshall,  Louis  H.  Mentioned _  732,  733 

Marshall’s  Warehouse,  Mobile,  Ala.  Explosion  of  ordnance  stores  in. 

See  Mobile,  Ala.  Explosion  of  ordnance  stores  in,  May 
25,  1865. 

Martin,  Doctor.  Mentioned _  749 

Martin,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned _  777 

Martin,  James.  Mentioned _  551,  644 

Martin,  John  D.  Mentioned _  789 

Martine,  William  L.  Mentioned _ 1 _  246 

Mary,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  60,  263 

Mary  Agnes,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  at  Aransas  Pass.,  Tex.,  Febru¬ 
ary  18,  1S65 _  53 

Mary  Ellen,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  3,  1S65 _  5 

Mason,  Asa  C.  Mentioned _  736 

Mason,  David.  Mentioned _  736 

Mason,  Frederick  T.  Mentioned _  254 

Mason,  James  M.  Correspondence  with  Department  of  State,  C.  S _  406 

Mass,  Mr.  Mentioned _  62§ 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of.  General  order  of,  regarding  operations  in 

Department  of  the  Mississippi _  730 

Matagorda,  Tex.  Evacuation  of _  210 

Matamoras,  Mexico.  Expulsion  of  U.  S.  consul  from. 


Communications  from  commanding  general  at  Matamoras,  Mexico _  46 

Reports  of 

Emmons,  George  F _ ; _  42 

Palmer,  James  S _  42 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  Commanding  General  at.  Correspondence  with 

G.  F.  Emmons _  4g 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned _ _  42  46 

Mathews,  John  (Quartermaster).  Mentioned _  540 

Matilda,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  February  11,  1S65 _  _  3§ 

Matthews,  John  (Seaman).  Mentioned _  645 

Maurepas,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  §42  §45 

Maury,  Dabney  H. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  Moore _ 268  270  *>71 

Mentioned - ~ /_~_7l3,~41,  98,  99^  101 

Report  of  conduct  of  builder  of  C.  S.  torpedo  boat  Saint  Patricks.  267  269 
Maury,  Matthew  F. 

Correspondence  with  L.  Polk _  806 

Mentioned  _  ,-94 

Maxay,  W.  H.  Mentioned _ ~~  ’  540 

Maxwell,  James  G.  Mentioned--  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 1S9,  213,  231 

May,  James.  Mentioned _  ’  ’  og 

Maynadier,  Henry  E. 

Appointed  ordnance  officer  Mortar  Flotilla _  _______  g31 

Mentioned  - - - --~315,"o32,~693,~702,  769^  770 


INDEX. 


911 


Meade,  Richard  W.,  jr.  Page. 

Mentioned _  3,  12,  16,  18,  25,  38,  56,  106,  120,  128,  171,  188,  212,  230 

Report  of  escape  of  Confederate  steamers  Granite  City  and  Wave 
from  Calcasieu  Pass,  La.,  January  20,  and  destruction  of 

schooner  Delphina  in,  January  22,  1S65 _ 17, 19 

Mears  (or  Mars),  Steamer.  Mentioned _  742,757 

Medill,  Robert  H.  Mentioned _  551,  586 

Medium,  George.  Mentioned _  736 

Meeker,  Nathan  C.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  281 

Megathlin,  Anthony  S.  Mentioned _  213 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H _  355,  360,  368,  378,  386,  3S7,  390,  395,  429, 

431,  438,  446,  462,  468,  482,  483,  495,  502,  503,  517,  520,  642,  663 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _ _ _  292 

Mentioned _ ; _  314,  341,  356,  400,  447, 

454,  459,  477,  484,  489,  492,  494,  515,  521-524,  616,  665,  666,  689 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.,  jr.  Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote -  496 

Mejij,  Henry.  See  Matamoras,  Mexico,  Commanding  general  at. 

Melton  (Negro).  Mentioned -  382. 

Melton,  J.  F.  Mentioned _  554,  565,  567 

Memphis  and  Bowling  Green  Railroad.  Burning  of  bridges  of,  over 

Tennessee  River.  Report  of  H.  Walke _  575 

Memphis,  Belle.  See  Belle  Memphis,  Steamer. 

Memphis,  City  of.  See  City  of  Memphis,  Steamer. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Affairs  on  Mississippi  River  between  St.  Louis  and.  Communication 

from  D.  M.  Frost _  808 

Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  C.  S -  811 

Order  of  G.  T.  Beauregard -  838 

Measures  for  defense  of. 

Communication  from  governor  of  Tennessee -  788 

Reports  of  Gideon  J.  Pillow -  787,  789 

Preparation  of  submarine  batteries  at.  Communication  from  A.  L. 

Saunders  -  807 


Mercedita,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  of,  to  San  Domingo,  West  Indies - 

Mentioned _ 

Orders  for  movements - - - 

Mercer,  Doctor.  Mentioned - 

Meredith,  William  H.  Mentioned - 

Meringo,  Steamer.  Mentioned - 

Merite,  Confederate  gunboat.  Mentioned - 

Meriwether,  Minor.  Mentioned - 

Merrimack,*  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned - 

Merritt,  Thomas.  Mentioned - 

Mersy,  August.  Correspondence  with  Jesse  J.  Phillips. 

Merwin,  Charles.  Mentioned - .’ - 

Merwin,  Thomas.  Mentioned - 


_  249 

119,218,256 
118, 192,  244,  245 

_  256 

_  404 

_  264 

_  152 

_  757 

_  672,677,682 

342,  460,  462,  463 

_  381 

_  587 

_  593 


*  Known  officially  as  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia. 
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Messick,  Daniel.  Mentioned _  645 

Metacomet,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  56,  72,  76,  87,  92,  106,  118,  121, 

122,  128,  133,  164,  172,  189,  202,  209,  213,  226-228,  231,  247,  256 

Operations  against  Mobile,  Ala.,  March  8  to  April  12,  1865 _  63,  65,  78,  87-89 

Orders  for  movements _  26,  50,  63,  65,  78,  89,  115,  138,  163,  239,  240 

Survey  of  mouth  of  Blakely  River,  Ala _  53 

Meteor,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 4,  12,  25, 

39,  56,  106,  118,  121,  122,  128,  172,  189,  213,  231,  253,  256,  785 

Mexico,  Emperor  of.  Mentioned _ _ _  46 

Mexico.  Funeral  honors  paid  to  the  memory  of  President  Lincoln  by 

representatives  of  foreign  governments  in _ 182, 183 

Michigan,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  294,  434,  459 

Middlemas,  A.  Mentioned _  423 

Might,  Charles.  Mentioned _  587 

Mignonette.  See  Dauntless,  U.  8.  tuff. 

Miller,  Captain.  Mentioned _  553,  561,  569 

Miller,  E.  Mentioned _  737 

Miller,  James.  Mentioned _  421 

Miller,  James  H.  Mentioned _ 74, 132 

Miller,  John  H. 

Mentioned -  408,  415,  416,  419,  420 

Report  of  burning  of  Confederate  vessels  on  Tennessee  River _  821 

Miller,  Marsh.  Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Polk _  816 

Miller,  Thomas  McL.  Mentioned _  38 

Millett,  Frank.  Mentioned _  198 

Mills,  Thomas  B.  Report  of  supplies  of  arms,  ammunition,  etc _  790 

Milner,  Henry.  Mentioned _  554,  565-567 

Milwaukee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned -  4, 12,  25,  39,  56,  67,  88, 106,  121, 172, 1S9,  213,  231 

Sinking  of,  by  torpedo,  at  entrance  of  Blakely  River,  Ala.,  March  28, 

1S65  -  67,  70,  71,  73,  74,  92, 129 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  Establishment  of  naval  rendezvous  at _  384 

Minnehaha,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  782,  7S3 

Minor,  Robert  D.  Report  of  condition  of  ordnance  department  at  New 

Orleans,  La _  §05 

Minor,  W.  T.  See  Havana,  Cuba,  TJ.  8.  consul-general  at. 

Mississippi. 

Protection  of  citizens  of.  Communication  from  E.  R.  S.  Canby _  175 

Protection  of  coast  of.  Communication  from  John  J.  McRae _  810 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse  with _  171 

Mississippi,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  840,  S41 

Mississippi,  Division  of  West.  Surrender  of  Confederate  forces  in. 

Reports  of 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _  17g 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  -pj-g 

Mississippi,  Governor  of. 

Confidential  circular  from  G.  T.  Beauregard  to _  826 

Mentioned  - 810,  §27,  828 

Mississippi  City,  Miss. 

Destitute  condition  of  citizens  of. 

Communication  from  Edwin  C.  Mix__ _  444 
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Mississippi  City,  Miss. — Continued.  Page. 

Destitute  condition  of  citizens  of — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Thatcher,  H.  K - . -  113 

Yates,  A.  R _  111 

Protection  of  citizens  of.  Communication  from  E.  R.  S.  Canby -  175 

Mississippi  River. 

Affairs  on,  between  Memphis  and  St.  Louis.  Communication  from 

D.  M.  Frost _  808 

Blockade  of  Southern  commerce  on.  See  Western  waters. 

Burning  of  C.  S.  gunboat  Tuscarora  in,  near  Helena,  Ark.,  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  1861 _ 804 

Confederate  fortifications  on.  Report  of  S.  Kellogg -  767 

Measures  for  defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Hollins,  G.  N _  840 

Huger,  T.  B _  840 

Maury,  M.  F -  806 

Polk,  Leonidas _  792-794 

Tate,  Sam -  "" 

Tennessee,  Governor  of -  186 

Withers,  William  T - 829-831 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Beauregard,  G.  T - ^  808 

Navy  Department,  C.  S -  839-842 

Reports  of 

Brown,  I.  _ _  790,791 

Hollins,  G.  _ _ S39>  841 

Johnston,  A.  S - • -  894 

Mills,  Thomas  - -  490 

Pillow,  Gideon  - -  787 

See  also  Columbus,  Ey.;  Extract  from  report  of  evidence  before 
committee  of  C.  S.  Congress  to  investigate  affairs  of  Navy 
Department  p.  842;  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.j  Island  No.  10, 


Memphis,  Tenn. 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Foote,  A.  H - 

Galloway,  M.  C - 

Gorgas,  Josiah - 

Grant,  U.  S - 

Halleck,  H.  W - 

Meigs,  M.  C.,  jr - - - 

Tennessee,  Governor  of - 

Wise,  H.  A - - - -- 

Memorandum  from  papers  of  J.  J.  Guthrie. 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H - — - 

Fremont,  J.  C  — - 

Grant,  TJ.  S - —• - . — ----- 


511 

786 
788 
365 
649 
496 

787 
666 
S00 


482,  490,  491,  500,  501 

_  365,366 

_  389,  482,  489 


* 
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Mississippi  River — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Dove,  B.  M _  450 

Foote,  A.  H _  489 

Grant,  U.  S _ _ _  311 

Perry,  R -  437 

Pillow,  Gideon  J _  789 

Polk,  Leonidas _  792 

Walke,  H -  339,  340,  366,  372,  482 

See  also  Belmont,  Mo.;  Bird's  Point,  Mo.;  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.; 

Columbus,  Ky.;  Commerce,  Mo.;  Fort  Holt,  Ky.;  Hiclcman, 

Ky.;  Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River;  Lucas  Bend,  Mo.; 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  New  Madrid,  Mo.;  New  Orleans,  La.;  St. 

Louis,  Mo.;  Western  waters,  organization  and  equipment 
of  naval  forces  on. 

Mississippi  Sound.  Operations  in.  Communication  from  E.  R.  S. 

Canby -  175 

See  also  Biloxi,  Miss.;  Mississippi  City,  Miss.;  Pascagoula,  Miss. 

Mississippi  Squadron. 

Ironclad  vessels  of,  laid  up  at  New  Orleans _  204,  225,  252,  253,  255 

Men  and  material  of  C.  S.  Navy  in  Trans-Mississippi  Department  to 

be  surrendered  to  West  Gulf  Squadron  and _  203,  214 

Seagoing  qualities  of  monitors _  ’  236 

Vessels  of,  ordered  to  duty  in  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron _  22, 

26,  39,  40,  46,  54-56,  69, 105, 107, 10S,  141 
Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery— Batteries :  Culbertson’s,  565-567;  Smith’s,  411,  414,  420. 

Cavalry — Battalion:  1st  {Miller's),  408,  419,  420. 

Infantry — Battalions :  1st  (Blythe's),  406,  418,  419,  426;  Regiments: 

2d,  590;  3d  ( Deason's ),  810,  S15;  4th,  554-556,  565,  567; 

7th  (Goode's),  810;  9th,  564. 

Missouri. 

Affairs  in.  Communication  from  D.  M.  Frost _ _ 

Proposed  measures  for  relief  of.  Report  of  Gideon  J.  Pillow _ 

Missouri,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  152  160— l(i''  170  “Ml 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Engineer  Regiment :  Bissell’s,  724,  732,  734. 

Infantry — Regiment :  8th,  317,  343. 

Mitchell,  William.  Correspondence  with  H.  K.  Thatcher _  o ™ 

Mix,  Edwin  C. 

Correspondence  with  II.  K.  Thatcher _ 

Mentioned  _ 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  W.  W.  Low _ 

Capture  of,  April  12,  1865.  See  MoUle,  Ala.  Operations  against, 
fiom  March  8,  including  capture  of  city,  April  12  1865 
Defenses  of.  Reports  of 

Eaton,  S.  M _ 

Low,  W.  W _ 


809 

789 


114 

113 

41 
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Mobile,  Ala. — Continued.  Page. 

Explosion  of  ordnance  stores  in,  May  25,  1S65.  Reports  of 

Bacon,  W.  T _  200 

Simpson,  E -  200 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  199 

Forwarding  packages  and  mail  from,  to  prisoners  of  war.  Communi¬ 
cations  from 

Curell,  James  R _  265,  266 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A _  267 

Operations  against,  from  March  8,  including  capture  of  city,  April  12, 

1865. 


Capture  of  Fort  Alexis _ 86-88 

Capture  of  Fort  Huger _  92 

Capture  of  Fort  Tracy__ ' _  92 

Capture  of  Spanish  fort _ _ _  86-88, 101 

Communications  from 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _  63,  65,  67-69,  75,  77,  80-82,  86,  87,  89-91,  93 

Christensen,  C.  T _  84 

Cook,  M.  K _  82 

Granger,  Gordon _ 93,  94 

Greene,  Theodore  P _ _ _  66 

Palmer,  James  S _ 75,  76 

Simpson,  E _  88 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  64,  66-68,  74,  77-79,  81-87,  91,  93,  141 

Congratulatory  order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  96 

General  order  of  H.  K.  Thatcher _  96 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _ 84,  85 

Greene,  Theodore  P _ - _ _  65 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  63,64,68,76,78,84,85,89 

Reports  of 

Adams,  M.,  jr _  76 

Bailey,  J _ —  83 

Burk,  William _  74 

Colby,  Edward  P _  74 

Denicke,  C.  F.  M _  93 

Dyer,  N.  M _ —  72 

Gamble,  William  M -  72 

Gifford,  R.  W _  73 

Gill,  Chris.  C -  87 

Gillis,  J.  H _ 71,95 

Low,  W.  W _ _  79 

Steele,  F - 85,  86 

Strong,  R.  P -  93 

Thatcher,  H.  K -  64,66,70,88,95,97,174 

Sinking,  by  torpedoes,  of 

Milwaukee,  U.  S.  S -  67,70,71,74 

Osage,  U.  S.  S -  70,  72-74, 132 

Rodolph,  U.  S.  S -  70,  72-74, 132 

Surrender  of  Mobile -  93-97, 141 
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Mobile,  Ala. — Continued.  Page. 

Opei’ations  in  defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Clay,  H.  L -  268 

Garner,  George  G _  98 

Liddell,  St.  John  R _  9S 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Garner,  George  G _  97 

Maury,  Dabney  H -  268,270,271 

Reports  of 

Bennett,  J.  W _ 99 

Maury,  Dabney  II _  267-269 

Taylor,  R _  269 

See  also  Mobile,  Ala.  Operations  against,  from  March  8,  including 
capture  of  city,  April  12,  1865. 

Proceedings  of  commission  appointed  to  examine  wharves,  docks,  etc., 

in  and  about.  Report  of  Peirce  Crosby _  133 

Proposed  operations  against. 

Communications  from  E.  It.  S.  Canby _ 59,  60 

Orders  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S _ 20.  21 

Mobile,  Ala.,  U.  S.  collector  of  customs  at.  Mentioned _  248,  263,  264 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 

Arrival  of  II.  K.  Thatcher  in,  for  command  of  West  Gulf  Blockading 

Squadron _  47 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Halleck,  H.  W _  ,  43 

Le  Roy,  William  E _  494 

Thatcher,  H.  Iv - 494,  492,  496 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Greene,  T.  P _  50 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A _ 1 _ 43,  20 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _ _  50,  443 

Palmer,  James  S _ 26, 138 

Simpson,  E _  445 

Thatcher,  H.  Iv - 173, 1S4, 190,  202 

Reports  of 

Gill,  Chris.  C _ 53 

Green,  N -  220 

Kirkland,  William  A _  3,  9 

Le  Roy,  William  E _  499 

Low,  W.  W _  44 

Starrett,  Adrian  C _  435 

Thatcher,  H.  Iv -  117, 118, 185, 195,  218,  219,  222 

See  also  Alabama,  cooperative  operations  in;  Dauphin  Island ;  Mo¬ 
bile,  Ala.,  explosion  of  ordnance  stores  in;  Mobile,  Ala., 
operations  against,  from  March  8,  including  capture  of 
city,  April  12,  1865;  Mobile,  Ala.,  operations  in  defense  of; 
Tombighee  River,  Ala.,  surrender  of  Confederate  vessels  in. 
Recovery  of  vessels  used  as  obstructions  in. 

Communication  from  Hugh  McCullough _  248 

Recommendation  of  John  Lenthall _  248 

Vessels  sunk  by  torpedoes  in  and  near _  61,  67,  70-75,  96,  129-133,  237 
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Mobile  Bay  and  Lakeport,  La.,  U.  S.  Naval  and  Military  Officers  be¬ 
tween.  Correspondence  with  Thornton  A.  Jenkins _  20 

Moffitt,  R.  W.  Mentioned _  170 

Mohawk,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned _  737,  742,  757,  773 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of _ - _  102 

Mentioned -  4,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106 

Montague,  Mr.  See  Mobile,  Ala.,  U.  S.  collector  of  customs  at. 

Montgomery,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  369,  370,  780 

Montgomery,  Ala.  Recovery  of  C.  S.  naval  property  at.  Communica¬ 
tion  from  E.  R.  S.  Canby _  203 

Montgomery,  James.  Mentioned _  809 

Montgomery,  William.  Mentioned _  736 

Moore,  Mr.  Mentioned _  756 

Moore,  Mr.  Mentioned _  7S5 

Moore,  Andrew  B.  See  Alabama,  Governor  of. 

Moore,  Carlton  R.  Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  337 

Moore,  Frank.  Correspondence  with 

Garner,  George  G _ 97,  98 

Maury,  D.  H _  268,270,271 

Moore,  James  D.  Mentioned _  254,  260,  262 

Moore,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  170 

Moorhead,  James  K. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S _ ■ _  281 

Mentioned _ , _  681 

Moorman,  George  T.  Mentioned _  421 

Morgan,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  59,  60,  83,  85,  86, 

93,  95,  98-102,  139,  178,  180,  187,  189,  213,  225,  231,  253,  255,  260 

Orders  for  movements _  98 

Sale  of _  262 

Surrender  of.  See  Tombigbec  River,  Ala.  Surrender  of  Confederate 
vessels  in. 

Survey  of _  227,228 

Morgan,  Captain.  Mentioned - - -  545 

Morgan,  C.  A.  For  correspondence,  see  John  Pope. 

Morgan,  D.  A.  Mentioned _  170 

Morgan,  Edward.  Mentioned _  707 

Morgan,  Fort.  See  Fort  Morgan,  U.  S.  S. 

Morgan,  John  H.  Mentioned -  423 

Morgan,  Paul.  Mentioned _ : _  255 

Morgan,  St.  Clair  M.  Mentioned -  567 

Morgan,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned - 799 

Morgan,  William  E.  Mentioned -  423 

Morning  Light,  U.  S.  S.  Restoration  of  papers  captured  on -  235 

Morong,  John  C.  Mentioned -  162 

Morris,  Robert.  Report  of  attempted  destruction  of  Confederate  steamer 

near  Fort  Point,  Tex.,  February  25,  1865 -  51 

Morrison,  J.  Mentioned -  *37 

Mortar  Flotilla. 

Abstract  log  of,  March  14  to  April  10,  1862 -  769-772 

Adaptability  of,  for  service  in  Western  rivers. 

Communications  from  A.  H.  Foote - 511,  514 

Reports  of  S.  L.  Phelps - 512-514 
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Mortar  Flotilla — Continued.  Page. 

Constable,  A.  G.  A.,  appointed  superintendent _  483 

Fitting  out  of. 

Communications  from 

Adams,  Theodore _  484 

Foote,  A.  H -  369, 

3S5-388,  438,  462,  483,  49G,  510,  519,  524,  526,  529,  530 

Halleck,  H.  W _  505 

Meigs,  M.  C  i _  431 

Navy  Department,  U.  S - 471,491,522,581 

War  Department,  U.  S _  576 

Wise,  H.  A -  518,  523,  526,  620,  650 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H -  462,  518,  577 

President,  U.  S _  516 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H -  372,  3S5,  392, 

395,  396,  429,  438,  454,  489,  491-495,  521,  522,  577,  638,  642,  650,  655 

Kilty,  A.  H -  533,  534,  581 

Fennock,  A.  M -  614,  616,  620,  625 

Maynadier,  H.  E.,  appointed  ordnance  officer _  631,  636 

Morton,  Oliver  P.  See  Indiana ,  Governor  of. 

Mound  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  495 

Mentioned -  387,  769;  775_777 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March 

12  to  April  7,  1862 _  7o7  700  705 

Mound  City,  Ill. 

Construction  and  equipment  of  U.  S.  vessels  at.  Communications 

from  A.  H.  Foote _ 474  474 

Names  of  gunboats  under  construction  at _  386 

Repair  of  vessels  at -  336,  350,  354,  509 

Mouton,  Alfred.  Mentioned _  g33 

Mudgett,  William  S.  Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman _  142 

Mulhenin,  P.  Mentioned _  694 

Mullany,  J.  R.  Madison. 

Correspondence  with 

French,  George  H _  o8  30 

Harwood,  A.  A _  g-jo 

Lee,  John  R _  3-^ 

Mentioned  - 3, 12,  25,  29,  38,  56, 106, 120, 128,  518 

Reports  of. 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of _ 23  139 

Galveston,  Tex.  Cutting  out  of  schooners  Annie  Sophia  and  Pet 
and  attempted  destruction  of  steamer  Wren  in  harbor  of, 
February  7,  1865 _ 3Q 

Request  of,  for  permission  to  send  expedition  into  Galveston  Harbor 

for  destruction  of  steamer  Wren _  27 

Muller,  Thomas.  Mentioned _ _ 

Mulligan,  John.  Mentioned _ ~~~  736 

Muncy,  Milton  B.  Mentioned  l  ,J. 

Mundy,  George  H.  Mentioned _  197,212  230  “>43 
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Murphy,  B.  Mentioned _  170 

Murphy,  John  (Landsman).  Mentioned _  736 

Murphy,  John  (Seaman).  Mentioned _  587 

Murphy,  Michael.  Mentioned _  9 

Murrah,  Pendleton.  Mentioned _ 1 _  272 

Murray,  E.  Mentioned _  737 

Muscle,  Steamer.  Capture  and  sinking  of _ _ _  572,  573 

Muscoota,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  254,260,262 

Mussel  Shoals,  Alabama.  Burning  of  Confederate  vessels  at _  570,  572,  579 

Myers,  Julian. 

Correspondence  with  Eben  Farrand _  181 

Mentioned  _ 101, 180 

N.  P.  Banks,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ S9,  94, 195, 196,  220 

N.  W.  Thomas,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  201,  779,  785 

Naiad,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of _  55 

Mentioned _  105 

Nanna  Hubba  Bluff,  Ala.  Surrender,  by  Commodore  Farrand,  of  C.  S. 

naval  forces  at.  See  Tombigbee  River,  Ala.  Surrender  of 
Confederate  vessels  in. 

Nantes,  France,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned -  37 

Napier  and  Weyler.  Mentioned - - - =- -  185 

Narbic,  Ed.  Mentioned _ 35 

Narcissus,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned - 4,  12,  25, 

39,  56,  106,  118,  121,  129,  172,  189,  209,  213,  231,  253,  255,  260,  262 

Narragansett,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  648 

Nashville,  C.  S.  ironclad. 

Description  of - 225 

Mentioned _  59,  60,  83, 

86,  95,  100,  102,  139,  178,  180,  187,  189,  213,  231,  253,  255,  260,  262 

Operations  in  defense  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  March  27  to  April  11,  1865 -  99 

Orders  for  movements -  98 

Surrender  of.  See  TomMgbee  River,  Ala.  Surrender  of  Confederate 
vessels  in. 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Affairs  at. 

Communications  from  H.  W.  Hallecli -  639 

Reports  of  A.  H.  Foote -  635.  636,  639 

Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  February  25,  1862.  Report  of  N.  C. 

Bryant _  640 

Nassau,  New  Providence.  Arrival  of  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall  at -  186 

Natchez,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  805 

Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Isaac  N -  842 

Ctirt6r  J*  II _ 1<0 

Hollins,  G.  N _  756>  824>  839-841 

Polk,  _ _  792-794,811 

Read,  C.  _ _  468 

Swain,  Edward  A -  796 

War  Department,  C.  S -  7^5 

Investigation  of  affairs  of.  Extract  from  report  of  evidence  taken 

before  joint  special  committee  of  Congress -  842 
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Navy  Department,  TJ.  S.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Aldrich,  Cyrus  _ _ _ 286 

Burk,  Willianm=„ _ _ _ 74 

Caldwell,  C.  H.  B _  122 

Carr,  John  P _  14 

Caulk,  John _  176 

Clary,  A.  G _  11 

Crosby,  P _  239 

Davis,  Joseph  J _  299 

Dean,  Benjamin  C _  49,  50, 136 

Devoe,  J.  B _  9 

Dorr,  E.  P _  288 

Du  Bois,  T.  B _  14 

Eads,  James  B _  278,  279 

Eaton,  William  B _ 207 

Ellet,  Charles _  288 

Erben,  H _ 26,  312 

Febiger,  John  C _  277 

Foote,  A.  H _  305-307,  313,  314, 


323,  325,  332,  341,  347,  348,  354,  357,  360,  364,  373,  375,  376,  3S2, 

384,  385,  390-393,  396,  39S,  429,  432,  435,  444,  445,  451,  459,  464, 

467,  468,  473-475,  477,  479,  481,  486,  4S9,  491-193,  497-499,  502, 

515-517,  532,  534,  537,  542,  543,  545,  547,  548,  550,  570,  571,  578, 

579,  582,  5S4,  585,  5S7,  614,  615,  617,  618,  624,  627,  632,  633,  636, 

639,  643,  647,  650-652,  686,  693,  694,  696,  697,  699,  702,  705,  706, 

709,  711,  712,  719,  720,  722-724,  726,  728,  729,  759,  762,  765,  768 


Fremont,  J.  C _  313 

Gillis,  J.  H _  95 

Haxtun,  Milton _ ng,  192 

Hazard,  S.  F _  332 

Jenkins,  T.  A _  21 

Johnston,  J.  Y _  735 

Johnstone,  John  A _  136 

Kilty,  A.  H -  365 

Kirkland,  W.  A _  9 

Lee,  S.  P -  22,  26, 157 

Le  Roy,  W.  E _  224 

McGunnegle,  W _  685 

Meeker,  Nathan  C _  2S1 

Meigs,  M.  C _  292 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M _  139 

Navy  Yard,  N.  Y.,  Commandant  of _ 115 

New  Orleans,  La.,  U.  S.  prize  commissioner  at _  137 

Palmer,  James  S —  3,  4,  7, 11, 15, 16, 18,  29,  32,  33,  42,  47,  48,  54, 123,  lk 

Pook,  S.  M _  2S1 

Rodgers,  John _  280-284 

286,  287,  294,  295,  297,  29S,  302,  304,  306,  307,  309,  318,  334,  349 

Sanford,  J.  P -  342,350 

Simpson,  E _  722 

Spicer,  William  F - 103, 109, 184 

Stevens,  T.  H _  7§3 

Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at _  221 
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Navy  Department,  U.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Taylor,  B.  B _ _  5 

Thatcher,  H.  K -  20-22,  37,  42,  47,  48,  53,  57, 

62,  64,  66,  70,  88,  92,  95-97,  102,  108,  110,  112,  113,  117-119,  123, 
126,  128-130,  132,  135,  138,  139,  141,  155,  164,  166,  173,  174,  176' 
177,  181,  185,  187,  190,  192,  193,  195,  198,  199,  204,  208,  210,  211, 
215-219,  222-225,  230,  232,  233,  236-238,  240-250,  252,  256-263 


Thorn,  N.  G -  336,344 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S _  122,  248,  261 

Walke,  H _  318 

War  Department,  U.  S -  277,  284,  285,  2S7,  305,  307,  30S,  579,  638 

Wells,  C.  C _ 50 

Wheeler,  J.  R _  27 

Winslow,  J.  A _  334 

Proposal  to  transfer  vessels  on  Western  waters  to___  467,  468, 476-478,  522 

Navy  Yard,  New  York.  Foote,  A.  H.,  relieved  of  command _ _  305,306 

Navy  Yard,  New  -York,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S _  115 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.  Vessels  attached  to _ _ _  255 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H _  768 

Harwood,  A.  A - 510,  658 

Wise,  H.  A -  614,  657,  659 

Nebraska,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  367,  692,  761 

Neely,  James  J.  Mentioned _  838 

Neely,  Rufus  P.  Mentioned _  421 

Nelson,  Captain.  Mentioned _ 445,449 

Nelson,  William. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant _ 031 

Mentioned _  625,  636,  637,  639,  640,  763,  766 

Neosho,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of _ 39,  40 

Orders  for  movements _ 26 

Nessler,  Joseph.  Mentioned _  740 

New  Albany,  President  Board  of  Trade  of.  Correspondence  with 

War  Department,  U.  S _  675 

New  Berne,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  240 

Newell,  Captain.  Mentioned _  409 

New  Era,  U.  8.  8. 

Mentioned _  352,  376,  384,  389,  397,  429,  442,  446 

Operations  in 

Cumberland  River _  396 

Mississippi  River -  430 

Orders  for  movements _  358,  377 

Porter,  W.  D.,  ordered  to  relieve  John  Rodgers  of  command -  358,  361 

Newhorn,  T.  L.  Mentioned -  737 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  104 

New  London,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  4 

12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  217,  231,  238 

New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Affairs  at.  Reports  of 

McCown,  J.  P - 

Polk,  L _ 


833,  834,  835,  836 
_ _  835 
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New  Madrid,  Mo. — Continued.  Page. 

Demonstration  against,  August  15,  1861.  Report  of  S.  L.  Phelps _  299 

Engagement  at,  March  4-5,  1S62.  Report  of  J.  P.  MeCown _  832 

Measures  for  defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Hollins,  G.  N _  S34 

Polk,  L -  805,  828 

Report  of  J.  P.  MeCown _  831 

See  Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  Neiv  Madrid,  Mo. 

Newman,  Sewall  H.  Mentioned _ 4,  56, 121 

New  Orleans,  C.  S.  floating  battery. 

Mentioned _ _ _  800.824 

Operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10 _  745,  748,  751,  767,  813,  832 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Change  of  location  of  U.  S.  naval  headquarters  in _  256 

Condition  of  C.  S.  ordnance  department  at.  Report  of  R.  D.  Minor _  805 

Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at. 

Communications  from 

Foote,  A.  II -  673,  674,  677,  678 

Halleck,  H.  W - , -  677,  680 

Strong,  W.  K -  671 

War  Department,  U.  S _  672,  704 

Reports  of 

Dresser,  Jasper  M _  671 

Halleck,  H.  W _  672 

Pennock,  A.  M _  702 

Ironclads  laid  up  at _  204,  225,  252,  253,  255 

Measures  for  defense  of.  See  Extract  from  evidence  taken  before  com¬ 
mittee  of  G.  S.  Congress  to  investigate  Navy  Department, 
p.  S42. 

Passage  of  C.  S.  ram  William  II.  Webb  by,  and  her  destruction,  April 
24,  1865.  See  Webb,  C.  S.  ram. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Judge  of  U.  S.  District  Court  in.  Mentioned _  49 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Prize  Commissioner  at.  Report  of  arrival  of  prize 

schooner  Chaos  at _  137 

Nexsen,  George  J.  W. 

Mentioned _  551 

Statement  of,  giving  information  gained  from  Confederate  gunner 

at  Fort  Henry,  Tenn _  545 

Nimick,  William  K.  Mentioned _  684 

Noble,  Charles  P.  Mentioned _  550 

Nolan,  E.  Mentioned _  737 

Noland,  W.  H.  Mentioned _  739 

No  Name  Cay,  Abaco,  Bahama  Islands.  Removal  of  wreck  of  U.  S.  S. 

San  Jacinto  from.  Report  of  H.  K.  Thatcher _  246 

Norfolk,  Mo. 

Protection  of. 

Communication  from  It.  J.  Oglesby _  333 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H _  344 

Grant,  U.  S _ * _  322 

Oglesby,  R.  J____1 _  343 

Reports  of  H.  Walke -  339)  349,  349 

Seizure  of  flatboats  near,  October  7,  1861 _  362,  363 
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Norress,  Samuel.  Mentioned _  62 

North  Carolina.  Removal  of  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse 

with _  171 

Norton,  Charles  S.  Mentioned _ 171, 188 

Norton,  Michael.  Mentioned _ 550 

Noyes,  L.  D.  Mentioned _  736 

Nyanza,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  4, 12, 

25,  39,  56,  106,  118,  121,  122,  129,  172,  180,  189,  213,  231,  253,  256 

Nymph,  Yacht.  Mentioned _  176 

Oakley,  L.  Mentioned _ . _ 736 

O'Brien,  James.  Mentioned _ 133 

O’Brien,  Maurice.  Mentioned _  133 

O’Brien,  Patrick.  Mentioned _ _  587,  736 

O’Brien,  Richard.  Mentioned _  587 

O’Brine,  William.  Mentioned _ . _  540 

O’Conner,  John.  Mentioned _ _ _ _ _  736 

Octorara,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  53,  56,  72,  75,  80,  92,  95,  106,  118, 

121,  122  129  133  135,  139,  141,  172,  174,  189,  213,  231,  243,  269 

Operations  against  Mobile,  Ala.,  March  8  to  April  12,  1865 _  79 

Orders  for  movements _ _ 13, 14 

Survey  of  mouth  of  Blakely  River,  Ala _  41 

Ogden,  William  B.  Mentioned _  621 

Oglesby,  Richard  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S _ - _  329 

Rodgers,  John _ _ _  300 

Stembel,  R.  N _ ‘ _  304 

Walke,  H _  338,343 

Mentioned _  339,  404,  772,  777,  778 

O’Hana,  John.  Mentioned _  540 

O’Hara,  J.  Mentioned _  736 

O’Hara,  James.  Mentioned _  745 

Ohio  Belle,  Steamer.  Mentioned-*. _ _ _  742,  752,  757 

Ohio  River. 

Affairs  on.  Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H _  479 

Phelps,  S.  L_ _  479,497 

Depth  of  water  in _  289,  291-293 

Measures  for  defense  of.  Communication  from  Governor  of  Ten¬ 
nessee _  786 

Operations  on. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H _ 480 

Kilty,  A.  H _ 367 

McClernand,  John  A -  313 

Porter,  W.  D - 372 

Reports  of 

Walke,  H _  372 

Phelps,  S.  L _  356,  364,  371,  378,  435 

See  also  Cincinnati,  Ohio ;  Louisville,  Ky .;  Mound  City,  III.;  Owens¬ 
boro,  Ky.;  Paducah,  Ky.;  Vniontown,  Ky. 
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Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.)  Infantry— Regiments :  43d,  732; 

40th,  668,  784;  54th,  653;  71st,  653. 

Oliver,  H.  Mentioned _  170 

Olivier,  Adolphus.  Mentioned _  833 

Ollis  &  Toulmin.  Mentioned _  134 

O’Locklan,  John.  Mentioned _  131 

Oneida,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned  _  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231,  243 

Operations  on  coast  of  Texas _  182, 183, 185,  241 

Orders  for  movements _  63 

O’Neil,  James.  Mentioned _  550 

Onell  (Negro).  Mentioned _  382 

Orders,  General. 

Confederate  - - _ -  423,  424,  721,  739,  740,  745 

Union -  96, 137,  333,  398,  465-467,  546,  688,  691,  728,  730 

Orders,  Special. 

Confederate -  739,  816 

Union -  279,  381, 402,  404,  535-537 

Ordnance. 

Explosion  of  stores  at  Mobile,  Ala.  See  Mobile,  Ala.  Explosion  of 
ordnance  stores  in,  etc. 

Supplies  of.  See  Western  waters.  Organization  of  U.  S.  naval 
forces  on. 

Tests -  g2o 

See  also  Arms,  ammunition,  etc. 

Organization  and  equipment  of  naval  forces  on  Western  waters.  See 

Western  icaters. 

Orr,  Samuel.  See  Samuel  Orr,  Steamer. 

Orville,  Schooner.  Mentioned _ 200 

Osage,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned -  54,  56, 105, 106, 118, 121, 172, 189,  213,  231,  242,  253,  255 

Orders  for  movements _ ; _ _  26 

Sinking  of,  by  torpedo,  at  entrance  of  Blakely  River, 'Ala.,  March  29, 

1865  - - -  70,  72—75, 129, 132 

Transfer  of,  from  Mississippi  to  West  Gulf  Squadron _ 39,  40 

Osborne,  John  C.  Mentioned _ 152  154  170 

Ossipee,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of - 140,  181 

Firing  upon  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  by,  April  24,  1865 _  142, 148, 149, 166 

Mentioned _  ’  4 

12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  129,  172, 184,  1S8-192,  20S,  213,  217,  222,  224 

Operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala _ ’  iSS’  opg 

Orders  for  movements _  4g4 

Ouachita,  U.  S.  S. 

Chase  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  by,  April  24, 1865 _ 157, 153, 166 

Mentioned  _  ’  ’ 

Orders  for  movements _  44g 

Owasco,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned —  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 126, 129, 172, 189,  212  213 

Owen,  John.  Mentioned _  ’ 

Owens,  John.  Mentioned _  ^ 
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Owensboro,  Kj.  Page. 

Affairs  at. 

Communication  from  A.  H.  Foote _  351 

Reports  of 

Phelps,  S.  L -  356 

Smith,  C.  F _ _ _ 352 

Expedition  to,  September  22-25,  1861. 

Communication  from  governor  of  Indiana _  344 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  H _  345,  346 

Grant,  U.  S _  345 

President,  U.  S _ ___  344 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H _ 346-349 

Fremont,  J.  C _ . _  345 

Owl,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  194 

Ozark,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  108 

Padgett,  Captain.  Mentioned _  554,  556,  565 

Paducah,  Xy. 

Affairs  at. 

Orders  of  A.  H.  Foote _  377 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H _  376 

Smith,  C.  F _  427 

Occupation  of,  by  U.  S.  forces,  September  6,  1861. 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H _  323 

Grant,  U.  S _  317 

Statement  of  Joshua  Bishop - , -  301 

Protection  of.  Orders  and  instructions  of  A.  H.  Foote _  332,  334,  358 

Seizure  of  steamer  W.  B.  Terry  at,  August  22,  1861.  Report  of  R.  N. 

Stembel _  304 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  8.  Lexington,  p.  778. 

Paigher,  William.  Mentioned - 73, 132 

Paine,  Eleazer  A. 

Mentioned _  317,  724,  725,  733,  734 

Special  order  regarding  expedition  to  Eddyville,  Ivy.,  October  26-28, 

1861 _ 381 

Palermo,  Mr.  Mentioned  x - -  8,  9, 16 

Palmer,  James  C. 

Mentioned _  75 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  vessels  destroyed  by  torpedoes -  132 

Palmer,  James  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _ _ _ 75,  76, 195 

Crosby,  P _  26, 138, 163 

Curell,  James  R _  265,  266 

Emmons,  G.  F _  22,  29,  32,  33,  42,  43 

Gherardi,  B _ — — - — — ■ —  ^ 

Lee,  S.  P _ — - —  39 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  jr - - -  19 

Navy  Department,  U.  -  4,  7 

Shock,  W.  H - -  54 

Thatcher,  H.  K— - - - - — - - - - 
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Palmer,  James  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned -  8,  27,  40,  40,  55,  78,  105,  1S5,  214 

Relieved  of  command  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron _  20, 

22,  32,  47,  174,  194 

Reports  of. 

Calcasieu  Pass,  La. 

Destruction  of  schooner  Delphina  in,  January  22,  1865 _  18 

Escape  of  Confederate  steamers  Granite  City  and  Wave 

from,  January  20,  1865 _ _ _  16 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Cutting  out  of  schooners  Annie  Sophia  and  Pet  and  at¬ 
tempted  destruction  of  steamer  Wren  in  harbor  of,  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1865 _  29 

Operations  off _  15 

Matamoras,  Mexico.  Expulsion  of  U.  S.  consul  from _ _  42 

Texas.  Blockade  of  coast  of _  48 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

^Condition  and  needs  of _  123 

Disposition  of  vessels _ 3,  n,  25,  38.  56 

Vessels  transferred  to,  from  Mississippi  Squadron _  54 

Will-o’-the-wisp,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  off  Galveston,  Tex., 

February  10,  1865 _  33 

Palmer,  John  M.  Mentioned _  749,  731 

Pampero,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned _  4;  12 

25,  39,  57, 106,  121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231,  242,  243,  253,  255,  260,  262 
Parapet,  Camp.  See  Gamp  Parapet,  La. 

Park,  Lyons  &  Co.  Mentioned _  134 

Parsons,  Joseph.  Mentioned _  382 

Parrott,  R.  P.  Correspondence  with  H.  A.  Wise _  673 

Pascagoula,  Miss. 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _ 

Granger,  G _ _ 

Maury,  Dabney  H _  268 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Gherardi,  Bancroft _  o 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A _ ' _  20 

Reports  of 

Gherardi,  Bancroft _  8  15 

Yates,  A.  R _ 

Relief  of  destitute  citizens  of.  Order  of  D.  H.  Maury _  270 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex. 

Captures  made  off _  38 

Destruction  of  C.  S.  schooner  Anna  Dale  in,  February  18,  1865. 

Reports  of 

Brown,  James  W _ ^ _  44 

Emmons,  George  F _  43 

Erben,  H.,  jr - ~~~~~~~  43 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  49 

Pass  Christian,  Miss.  Protection  of  citizens  of.  Communication  from 
E.  R.  S.  Canby _ 
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Patterson,  J.  Mentioned _  736 

Pattison,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  262 

Patton,  Isaac  W.  Mentioned _  102 

Patton,  R.  M.  See  R.  M.  Patton,  Steamer. 

Paul,  John.  Mentioned _  587 

Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  254,  260,  262,  264 

Paulding,  Hiram.  Mentioned _  353 

See  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of. 

Paulding,  James  P.  Mentioned _  551 

Paulding,  Leonard. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H -  331,  337,  353,  441,  500 

McDill,  J.  B _ 2 _ _ _  694 

Mentioned -  321,  324,  342,  445,  490,  497,  499,  537,  538,  551,  652,  653 

Pay,  Sea.  Bequest  of  John  Rodgers  for  allowance  of,  to  officers  serving 

on  Western  waters _  294 

Payne,  Moses.  Mentioned _ 74, 132 

Peabody,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned _  220 

Peace  Commissioners,  Confederate.  Appointment  of _  268,271,272 

Pearce,  John.  Mentioned _  550,  707 

Pearce,  Samuel.  Mentioned _  382 

Pembina,  U.  S.  S. 

Firing  upon  C.  S.  ram  William  II.  Webb  by,  April  24,  1865 _  148, 149, 166 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  24S 

Pendleton,  Ephraim  E.  Mentioned _  4, 12,  56, 106, 121, 129 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S. 

Chasing  ashore  of  Confederate  steamer  Granite  City,  near  Velasco, 

Tex.,  January  21,  1865 _ 16-19 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  241,  247 

Orders  for  movements _ _ „ _  205 

Pennington,  Lewis  W.  Mentioned _  8, 

39,  56,  106,  113,  121,  129,  172,  189,  211,  213,  231,  241 

Pennock,  Alexander  M. 

Appointed  fleet  captain  U.  S.  naval  forces  on  Western  waters -  374,443 

Certifies  to  completion  of  gunboats  at  Cairo,  Ill -  504 

Correspondence  with 

Bryant,  N.  C _  675 

Faulkner,  William  D -  506 

Foote,  A.  H _  374,  443,  455,  478,  674 

Gwin,  William -  670 

Phelps,  S.  L _  614 

Wise,  H.  A _  620,  684,  702 

Mentioned _ _ _  341,  361,  373,  452,  454,  471, 

503,  529,  530,  535,  543,  580,  587,  621,  623,  635,  637,  652,  759,  760 


Reports  of. 

Benton,  U.  S.  S.  Trial  trip  of -  505 

Cairo,  Ill. 

Affairs  at _ 66S,  670,  673,  684 

Construction  and  equipment  of  U.  S.  vessels  at__  614,  616,  620,  625 
Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River,  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.  Com¬ 
bined  operations  in  vicinity  of,  March  12,  to  surrender  of 

Island  No.  10,  April  7,  1862 -  690,691,695,702 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  Transfer  of  U.  S.  vessels  under  construction  at, 

to  Cairo,  Ill _ 451,  453,  455 
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Pennock,  Alexander  M.,  Mrs.  Mentioned _  684 

Penobscot,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by _ _ _  38 

Destruction  of  schooners  Mary  Agnes  and  Louisa,  at  Aransas  Pass, 

Tex.,  February  18,  1865 _  53 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  126,  172,  189,  213,  231,  238 

Pensacola,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  222 

Pensacola,  Fla. 

Affairs  at. 

Coinmunicatioh  from  Navy  bebattmeht,  U.  8 _ — 122 

Reports  of 

Arhistfohg,  Janies  F  _ 110,111 

Thatchef,  H.  _ ^ _ .  .  - ■ _  110 

Statement  of  S.  A.  Utiflbut- _ _ . _ _ _  ill 

Made  headquarters  Gulf  SqiiadrOU_____^_____i_^ _ _ . _  236 

Sale  of  steamer  Ewing  at _ _ ^ _ , _  257 

Pensacola  Navy  Yard.  See  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 

Pension  and  discharge  of  disabled  officers _  578,  5S2 

Perette,  Anna.  See  Anna  Perette,  Steamer. 

Peri,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of— _ _  54,  55, 105 

Perkins,  Charles  G.  Mentioned _  550 

Perkins,  P.  W.  Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman _  154 

Perkins,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Simpson,  E _  qig 

Thatcher,  H.  K _ 64,  235 

Mentioned  -  3, 12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188,  212,  230,  260,  262 

Perkins,  John.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Withers _  829 

Perkins,  John,  jr.  Mentioned _  S30 

Perry,  Amasa.  Mentioned _  736 

Perry,  J.  D.  See  J.  D.  Perry,  Steamer. 

Perry,  Roger. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  369,  370,  386,  432 

Mentioned  -  361,  433, 448,  474,  478,  482,  501,  649 

Ordered  to  assume  charge  of  ordnance  equipment  and  stores  at  Cairo, 

Ill -  359 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg _  502 

Reports  of. 

Belmont,  Mo.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 _  398 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  on _ 437 

Perry,  Roger,  Mrs.  Mentioned _ _* _  473 

Pet,  Schooner.  Capture  of.  See  Galveston,  Tex.  Capture  of  schooners 
Annie  Sophia  and  Pet,  etc. 

Peters,  Herman.  Mentioned _ 554  644  763 

Petersburg,  Va.  Fall  of.  Report  of  J.  Bailey _ ’  §7 

Pettus,  John  J.  See  Mississippi,  Governor  of. 

Phar  (Pharr,  H.  N.P).  Mentioned _  567 

Phelps,  Alfred.  Mentioned _  559 

Phelps,  S.  Ledyard. 

Correspondence  regarding  proposed  appointment  of,  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Cairo - 501,508,510 
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Phelps,  S.  Ledyard — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Culluin,  G.  W -  621,  623,  624 

Foote,  A.  H _  330,  334,  345,  480,  487,  488,  501,  508,  510,  583 

Grant,  U.  S _ ; _ 310,  322 

Kilty,  A.  H -  367 

Pennock,  A.  M _  614 

Walke,  H _  439 

Mentioned _  296,  302,  315,  319,  323,  326,  327, 

339,  340,  347,  348,  361,  372,  375,  380-383,  393,  397,  428,  447,  464,  474, 
481,  484,  489,  503,  509,  520,  525,  535-539,  547,  550,  571,  582,  617-619, 
636,  643,  650-653,  660,  675,  684,  70S,  720,  721,  725,  734,  760,  773,  777 
Reports  of. 

Clarksville,  Tenn.  Occupation  of,  February  19-20,  1S62 _  619 

Cumberland  River.  Operations  on _  374,  394,  457,  461,  623 

Eastport,  Captured  steamer.  Completion  of _  615 

Eddyville,  Ivy.  Expedition  to,  October  26-2S,  1861 _  378,  379,  383 

Florence,  Ala.  Expedition  up  Tennessee  River  to,  February  6-10, 

1862  _  570-574 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 _  542 

Reconnoissance  of,  January  30,  1862 _  528 

Louisville,  Ivy.  Affairs  in  and  about,  and  fitting  out  of  *11.  S. 

steamers  Lexington  and  Conestoga _  289-294 

Lucas  Beud,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  September  10,  1861 _  324 

Mortar  Flotilla.  Adaptability  of,  for  service  in  Western  rivers.  512-514 
Ohio  River. 

Affairs  on _ _ _  479 

Operations  in _  356,  364,  378 

Ohio  and  Tennessee  Rivers.  Expeditions  in _  497 

Ohio,  Tennessee,  and  Cumberland  rivers.  Operations  in,  October 

3-17,  1861 _ _ _  371 

Tennessee  River. 

Operations  in _  507 

Reconnoissance  in _  485 

Tyler,  Lexington,  and  Conestoga,  U.  S.  steamers.  Arrival  of,  at 

Cairo,  Ill.,  and  demonstration  against  New  Madrid,  Mo _  299 

Philbrick,  John  J.  Mentioned -  246 

Phillipps,  Adrian.  Mentioned -  254 

Phillips,  Jesse  J. 

Mentioned _  379-383,  540 

Report  of  expedition  to  Eddyville,  Ivy.,  October  26-28,  1861 -  381 

Phillips,  John  L.  Mentioned -  168 

Phillips,  Manrid.  Mentioned -  736 

Phillips,  Thaddeus.  Mentioned -  644,  645,  648 

Pickett,  Edward,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

McCown,  J.  P -  739 

Walker,  L.  M - _ - 740,  741 

Mentioned - - -  406,  408,  412,  413 

Pickett,  W.  D.  Mentioned _  823 

Pierce,  Franklin.  Mentioned -  249 

N  W  E — VOL  22 - 59 
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Pierce,  Henry  M.  Mentioned _  121 

Pigeon,  Big  Bayou.  See  Big  Bayou  Pigeon,  La. 

Pike,  E.  B.  Mentioned _  454,  455,  492,  496,  769,  770 

Pike,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  684,  769 

Pile,  William  A.  Mentioned _  6 

Pillow,  Fort.  See  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn. 

Pillow,  George  M.  Mentioned _  416 

Pillow,  Gideon  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Bowen,  John  S _  802 

Tennessee,  Governor  of _  803 

Mentioned _ T _  303,  406,  408-410,  420,  422-425,  552,  564,  605-60S,  610,  660 

Reports  of. 

Belmont,  Mo.  Battle  of,  and  expected  attack  upon  Columbus, 

Ivy - 412,  817 

Columbus,  Ivy.  Measures  for  defense  of _  802-804 

Cumberland  River.  Operations  on _  821 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.  Attack  on,  and  surrender  of,  February 

12-16,  1862 -  598,  609,  612,  613 

Mississippi  River.  Measures  for  defense  of _  787 

Tennessee.  Affairs  in _  789 

Pilots.  Difficulty  of  securing _  350 

Pink,  U.  S.  S. 

Loss  of,  on  Dauphin  Island,  September  23,  1865 _  250,  251 


Mentioned—  12, 13,  25,  39,  56,  65, 106, 118, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231,  247,  254 
Pinkerton,  Allan.  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  from 
Red  River,  La.,  April  23,  and  her  destruction,  April  24, 


1865  _  152 

Pinkney,  Robert  F.  Mentioned _  750,  840,  841 

Pinola,  U.  S.  S. 

Boat  expedition  from,  for  destruction  of  Confederate  steamer  near 

Fort  Point,  Tex.,  February  25,  1865 _ 51,  52 

Captures  made  by _ 26,  32 

Destruction  of  Confederate  schooner  Allen  Dale,  in  Pass  Cavallo, 

Tex.,  by  boat  expedition  from,  February  IS,  1865 _ 42-45 


Mentioned -  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 126, 129, 172, 1S9,  213,  239,  240 


Piper,  John.  Mentioned _  735 

Pittman,  R.  W.  Mentioned _  423 

Pittsburg,  U.  S.  S. 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  495 

Casualties,  attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  14,  1862 _  587 

Fitting  out  of _  443 

Grounding  of -  444,  443,  449 


Mentioned - : -  387,  442,  445,  550,  762,  769,  775-777 

Operations 


Against  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  14-16,  1862 _  585, 

587,  588,  591,  592,  594 

In  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March  12  to 

April  7,  1862 - - -  707,  709,  718,  719,  724,  726-729,  733 

Orders  for  movements _  447 

Thompson,  Egbert,  appointed  to  command _  502 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  President  Board  of  Trade  of.  Correspondence  with 

War  Department,  U.  S _  075 
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Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.  Page. 

Battle  of.  See  Shiloh,  Tenn.  Naval  operations  at  battle  of,  April 
6-7,  1862. 


Engagement  at,  March  1,  1862. 

Casualties -  645,  646,  647 

Communication  from  G.  T.  Beauregard _  833 

Reports  of 

Cullum,  G.  W _  646 

Foote,  A.  H -  643,  647 

Gwin,  William _  643,  647 

Shirk,  James  W _  645 


See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Lexington,  p.  783. 


Plander,  John  E.  Mentioned _  15 

Planet,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  785 

Plant,  James  W.  Mentioned _  586,  736 

Platte  Valley,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  437 

Plummer,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned _ , _  689 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S. 

Brown,  George,  ordered  to  relieve  R.  R.  Wallace  of  command _  230 

Mentioned -  4,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  238 

Polk,  A.  H.  Mentioned _  816 

Polk,  General.  See  General  Polk,  G.  S.  S. 

Polk,  Leonidas. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T _ .' _  836 

Blake,  E.  D _  757 

Bragg,  Braxton _  837 

Brown,  I.  N -  790,  791 

Butler,  B.  J _  424 

Cheatham,  B.  F _  417 

Cullum,  G.  W _  628-630 

Ellis,  Powhatan _  564 

Foote,  A.  H _  628-630 

Heimau,  A _  815 

Hollins,  G.  N _ „ _  749,  828 

Johnston,  A.  S _  812 

McCown,  J.  P _  420,737,739,832,835 

Mackall,  W.  W _  803,  S12,  S14 

Maury,  M.  F _  806 

Miller,  J.  II _  821 

Navy  Department,  C.  S -  792-794,  811 

Pillow,  G.  J - 412,  613 

President,  C.  S - 406,  407 

Price,  Sterling -  805 

Tate,  Samuel -  799 

Saunders,  A.  L -  807 

Trask,  W.  L -  425 

War  Department,  C.  S -  811 

Wickliffe,  N  _  P>12 

General  order,  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo -  423 

Mentioned _  412-420,  560,  626, 


633,  637,  651,  653,  671,  751,  763,  801,  802,  S17,  820,  822,  823,  826 
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Polk,  Leonidas — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Belmont,  Mo.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 _  406-412 

Columbus,  Ky. 

Evacuation  of,  and  fortifying  of  Island  No.  10 _  654 

Measures  for  defense  of _  803 

Operations  against _ S14,  815 

Pay  of  army  at -  811 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 _  564 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  in _  792 

New  Madrid,  Mo.  Affairs  at _  835 

Request  of,  for  services  of  M.  F.  Maury  on  Mississippi  River _  793 

Special  orders  _  816 

Polk,  Marshall  T.  Mentioned _  408,  409 

Pomeroy,  Gaius  P.  Mentioned _  3,  12,  25.  38,  56.  106,  121,  128,  172,  188 

Pontchartrain,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned  > -  834,  845 

Operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10 _  750,  751,  767 

Pook,  Samuel  M. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  2S1 

Mentioned  -  283,285,318,509 

Pool,  Sylvester.  Mentioned _ 404,  551 

Poole,  William  P.  Mentioned _  634 

Pope,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H - 701,713,714,719 

Halleck,  H.  W -  698,704,722 

McCook,  A.  McD _  164 

Walke,  H - 715-719 

Mentioned -  316,  639,  649,  652,  656,  65S,  659,  661-663,  671,  682,  686, 


690-692,  695-700,  702-705,  709-713,  720-723,  726-728,  730,  734 
Report  of  combined  operations  in  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10,  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March  12,  to  surrender 

of  Island  No.  10,  April  7,  1S62 _  689,  692,  703,  708,  716,  724,  731 

Port  Royal,  U.  S.  S. 

Damage  to  property  in  New  Orleans  by  shot  fired  from,  at  C.  S. 

ram  William  H.  Webb _ 165, 166 

Mentioned _ _ _ 4  12 

25,  39,  56,  106,  118,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  217,  231,  254,  260,  262 

Porter,  David  D.  Mentioned -  21, 141,  214,  472,  522,  523,  549,  581 

Porter,  James  D.,  jr.  Mentioned _ 449  420 

Porter,  William  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  II - 35S,  377,  490,  491,  501,  511,  529,  531,  545,  678,  730 

v  Fremont,  J.  C _  350 

Halleck,  H.  W _  766 

Kellogg,  S -  767 

Walke,  II _  372 

War  Department,  U.  S _ 76i 

Mentioned - 361,  373,  376,  434,  43s, 

459,  486,  497-499,  537,  53S,  540,  543,  551,  560,  699,  702,  710,  712 
Proposal  of,  to  attack  Columbus,  Ky _  430 


INDEX. 


933 


Porter,  William  D. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Columbus,  Ivy.  Engagement  with  Confederate  gunboats  from, 

January  11,  1862 _  499 

Cumberland  River,  operations  in,  and  affairs  on  Tennessee  and 

Mississippi  rivers _  396 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned _  4, 

12,  25,  39,  42,  57,  82, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Postern,  James.  Mentioned _  104 

Postleth waite,  J ohn  T.  Mentioned _ _ _  754 

Potomac,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned _  4,  8, 

12,  25,  39,  57,  106,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  253,  255,  260,  262 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  196 

Prairie  Bird,  U.  S.  S.  Thomas  McElroy  appointed  to  command _  108 

Prairie  Rose,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  783 

Pratt,  Oscar  H.  Mentioned _ _ _  544,  550 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M.  Mentioned _  312 

President,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  regarding  efforts  to  capture _  138, 176, 184 

Correspondence  with 

McRae,  John  J _  810 

Pillow,  G.  J -  817 

Polk,  L _  406,  407,  654 

Taylor,  R _  269 

Tennessee,  Governor  of -  824 

Mentioned _  43,  157,  268,  440,  756,  7S9,  791,  796,  814,  830 

Proclamation  by,  granting  amnesty  to  certain  citizens  of  Kentucky —  818 

President,  TJ.  S. 

Correspondence  regarding  funeral  honors  paid  to  memory  of —  137, 1S2, 183 
Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H _  735 

Fremont,  J.  C _  313,  344,  345 

Indiana,  Governor  of -  344 

Swett,  Leonard - - —  766 

Wise,  H.  A _  581 

Mentioned _  137,  152,  182,  236,  297,  444,  491, 

493,  516,  518,  519,  522,  523,  525-527,  546,  547,  549,  576,  614,  630, 
631,  635,  636,  641,  642,  649,  650,  655,  657,  663,  679,  683,  760,  761 

Order  of,  revoking  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse -  171 

Proclamation  of,  refusing  privileges  and  immunities  to  vessels  of  war 

of  certain  foreign  countries - ' -  125 

Preston,  Charles.  Mentioned -  157,167,170 

Preston,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  106,  121,  126,  129,  172,  189,  213,  217,  231,  243 

Movements  of _ 198, 199 

Orders  for  movements -  27 

Price,  E.  V.  Mentioned _  449 

Price,  General.  See  General  Price,  TJ.  8.  8. 

Price,  George.  Mentioned-- - 152-154 

Price,  Henry.  Mentioned -  736 

Price,  John.  Mentioned -  133 

Price,  Sterling. 

Correspondence  with  L.  Polk -  805 

Mentioned _ „ _  399,  404-  406-  799-  804>  809 
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Prichett,  James  M.  Page. 

Appointed  to  command 

Cairo,  U.  S.  S _  500 

Maria  Denning,  U.  S.  receiving  vessel _  759 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  500,  759 


Mentioned _  475,  478,  503,  526 

Prince,  Steamer.  Operations  at  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7, 

1861 _  409,  418,  422,  424,  425,  427 

Princess  Royal,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture,  in  Galveston  Harbor,  Tex.,  of  schooners  Annie  Sophia  and 


Pet.  by  boat  expedition  from,  February  2.  1865 _ 27-33 

Destruction  of  steamer  Denbigh,  May  24,  1865 _  197 

Destruction  of  steamer  Will-o’-the-wisp  off  Galveston,  Tex.,  February 

10,  1865 _ _ 33-37 


Mentioned _  4, 

6,  12,  25,  39,  49,  56,  106,  118,  121,  126,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  238 
Prisoners  of  state.  Transportation  of,  from  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Pulaski 

and  Washington _  215 

Prisoners  of  war. 


Correspondence  regarding  privileges  requested  for  families  of _  626-631 

Mail  and  packages  for _ ’ _  13,  265-267 

Parole  of -  199,  202 

Sale  of  cotton  for  benefit  of _  13 

Proctor,  Baron.  Mentioned _  550 

Prudewell,  William.  Mentioned _  132 

Prussian  consul  at  Galveston,  Tex.  Mentioned _  113 

Prussian  Minister  to  the  United  States.  Mentioned _  113 

Purchase,  construction,  and  equipment  of  vessels.  See  Western  waters. 

Organization  of  naval  forces  on. 

Pynne,  George  A.  Mentioned _  255 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by -  103, 109, 116 

Chase  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb,  April  24,  1865 _  142 

Mentioned -  47,  48,  57,  106,  117,  121,  129,  172,  184,  194 

Quarantine,  La.,  Telegraph  operator  at.  Correspondence  with  T.  W. 

Sherman _  440 

R.  B.  Taney,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  134 

R.  H.  Vermilyea,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  12,  1865 _  103 

R.  J.  Lockwood,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  93 

R.  M.  Patton,  Steamer  (Hospital  boat).  Mentioned _  561,565,783 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S'.  S. 


Condition  of _ 473  492 

Mentioned  -  119,188,199,202,212,217 

Operations  off  Galveston,  Tex _  216 

Orders  for  movements _  422  219 

Rae,  T.  W.  Report  of  survey  of  captured  steamers  Baltic,  Morgan,  and 

Black  Diamond  _  226-229 

Ram  Fleet.  Fitting  out  of. 

Communications  from 

Foote,  A.  H _  70g 

Halleck,  H.  W _ 0§0 

War  Department,  U.  S _ _ _  075 

Orders  and  instructions  of  War  Department,  U.  S _  680,  681,  683,  685 
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Ram  Fleet.  Fitting  out  of — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of  Charles  Ellet,  jr _  681-683 

Request  of  Secretary  of  War,  U.  S.,  for  interview  with  Charles 

Ellet,  jr _ 665 

Eamm,  John.  See  John  Ramm,  Vessel. 

Randolph,  George  W.  See  War  Department,  G.  S. 

Randolph,  Tenn.  Proposed  construction  of  battery  at.  Reports  of 

Brown,  I.  N _  791 

Pillow,  Gideon  J _  787 

Ransom,  George  M.  Mentioned _  254 

Rawlins,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with  E.  R.  S.  Canby _  193 

Mentioned _  405,  440 

Raxford,  Denison  A.  Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  353 

Ray,  Mr.  Mentioned _ 104 

Read,  Charles  W. 

Commanding  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  at  time  of  escape  from  Red 
River  and  destruction  below  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  23-24, 

1865  _ 141-170 

Mentioned _  147, 152, 154, 155, 157, 167 

Report  of  fitting  out  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb _ 168-170 

Reading  Press,  New  Orleans,  La.  Naval  headquarters  removed  to -  256 

Red,  W.  C.  Mentioned _  554,  556 

Red  Gauntlet,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  60,  263 

Red  River,  Louisiana. 

Affairs  in.  Reports  of 

Carter,  J.  H _  170 

Pinkerton,  Allan _  152 

Read,  Charles  W _  168 

Escape  of  C.  S.  ram  Webb  from,  April  23,  1865.  See  Webb,  C.  S.  ram. 

Red  Rover,  Steamer. 

Guthrie,  John  Julius,  appointed  to  command -  800 

Mentioned _  725,  742,  746,  757,  845 

Regals,  J.  Mentioned _  736 

Reily,  Dennis.  Mentioned -  736 

Reily,  Mich.  Mentioned _  736 

Reily,  S.  Mentioned -  736 

Renfrew,  Crozier  &  Co.  Mentioned -  463 

Renfro,  W.  Mentioned _  561 

Republic,  Southern.  See  Southern  Republic,  Steamer. 

Reynolds,  Alfred  H.  Mentioned -  28,  30,  31,  35 

Reynolds,  H.  Mentioned - 540 

Rhea,  Matt.  Mentioned - - -  412,  422,  423 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S. 

Orders  for  movements _  478 

Mentioned  -  487 

Rhodes,  H.  H.  Mentioned -  551,  736 

Rice,  J.  Mentioned -  737 

Rice,  T.  C.  Mentioned -  470 

Rice,  Thomas.  Mentioned -  551 

Rich,  Abraham,  jr.  Mentioned —  3, 12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 188,  212,  2o0 

Richards,  E.  Mentioned -  470 

Richardson,  Captain.  Mentioned -  771 
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Richardson,  Albert.  Mentioned _  586 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S. 

Interception  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  below  New  Orleans,  La., 

by,  April  24,  1865 _  142, 147, 148, 152, 154, 157, 162, 167, 170 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A.,  relieved  of  command -  21 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  20,  25,  29,  33,  39,  47,  48, 

57,  82,  102,  106,  111,  121,  129,  144,  172,  181,  189,  213,  222,  233,  235 

Operations 

Against  Mobile,  Ala.,  March  8  to  April  12,  1865 _ 03-66 

In  Mobile  Bay,  Ala - 13,  50 

Richmond,  Va. 

Preparation  of  submarine  batteries  at.  Communication  from  M.  F. 

Maury _  806 

Fall  of.  Report  of  J.  Bailey -  87 

Richmond,  William  B.  Mentioned _  799,  S07,  832 

Ridder,  Schooner.  Mentioned -  220 

Riddle,  Andy.  Mentioned _  749 

Rider,  John  J.  Mentioned _  644-646 

Riggins,  N.  B.  Mentioned _  170 

Riley,  Frank  A.  Mentioned _ ' - 551,  5S6 

Riley,  Robert  K. 

Mentioned  _  500,  551 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Essex,  February  6,  1S62 _  540 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader.  Mentioned _ ^ _  650 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Communication 

from  I.  B.  Rush _ ; _  1S5 

See  also  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.;  Matamoras,  Mexico. 

Ripley,  James  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H _  450,  453 

Wise,  H.  A _  576 

Mentioned _  439,  522,  523,  580 

Ritchard,  A.  P.  Mentioned _  166 

Rizer,  W.  Mentioned _  736 

Robb,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  579,  822 

Robbins,  Levi.  Mentioned _  8 

Rob  Roy,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  401,  403,  483,  779,  780,  783 

Roberts,  Charles  L.  Mentioned _  423 

Roberts,  George  W. 

Mentioned -  706,  729,  776 

Report  of  expedition  against  defenses  of  Island  No.  10,  Misissippi 

River - - -  707 

Roberts,  James.  Mentioned _  736 

Roberts,  James  H.  Mentioned _  382 

Roberts,  William.  Mentioned _  252 

Robertson,  Albot  L.  Mentioned _  420 

Robertson,  Eli.  Mentioned _ 74, 132 

Robins,  Luke.  Mentioned _  197 

Robinson,  J.  S.  Mentioned _  132 

Robinson,  John.  Mentioned _ 188,  212 

Robinson,  Joseph  G.  Mentioned _  381 

Robinson,  Lewis  W.  Mentioned _  219 

Robinson,  William  FI.  Mentioned _  667 
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Roby,  Francis  M.  Mentioned _ _  168 

Rodgers,  Frederick.  Mentioned _  254 

Rodgers,  John. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  naval  forces  on  Western  rivers _  280,  349 

Commendatory  letters  regarding  services  of,  from 

Foote,  A.  H _  320 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  349 

Correspondence  with 

Bishop,  Joshua _  294,  296,  301 

Foote,  A.  H _ _ _ 318,  352 

Fox,  G.  V _  281 

Fremont,  J.  C _  303,  305 

McClernand,  J.  A _  313 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  280,  281,  284,  286,  287,  295,  304,  307 

Phelps,  S.  L _  289-292,299 

Stembel,  R.  N _  300 

Explanatory  report  of,  upon  being  relieved  of  command  on  Western 

waters _  318 

Mentioned  _  310, 

312-314,  321-324,  336,  339,  341,  342,  354,  355,  358,  438,  469,  478,  772 

Removal  of,  from  command  of  naval  forces  on  Western  waters -  297, 

307,  318,  320,  349 


Reports  of. 

Commerce,  Mo. 

Affairs  at,  and  advising  fortifying -  305 

Expedition  to,  August  17,  1861 -  300 

Expedition  to,  August  20,  1861 -  302 

Hickman  and  Columbus,  Ky.  Engagements  at,  September  4, 

1861 _ 309 

Western  waters.  Organization  of  U.  S.  naval  forces  on -  282, 

283,  286,  294,  297,  298,  302,  306,  318 

Request  of,  for  sea  duty -  334,  349 

Rodolph,  U.  S.  S. 

Orders  for  movements -  H 

Mentioned  _  4,  8,  9, 12,  25,  39,  57, 106, 118, 121, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Sinking  of,  by  torpedo,  at  entrance  of  Blakely  River,  Ala.,  April  1, 

1S65 _ TO,  72-74, 129, 132 

Rogers,  George  W.  Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg, 

attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  February  14,  1862 -  594 

Rogers,  W.  E.  Mentioned -  590 

Rogers,  William.  Report  of  survey  of  captured  steamers  Baltic,  Morgan, 

and  Black  Diamond -  226-229 

Roney,  William  B.  Mentioned -  586 

1 70 

Rook,  Charles.  Mentioned -  v 

797 

Rooley,  H.  Mentioned -  \ 

Rooney,  William  B.  Mentioned -  TOb 

Rose,  Prairie.  See  Prairie  Rose,  Steamer. 

Rose,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned - -  ’  ’  ’ 

15,  25,  39,  57,  107,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  253,  255,  260,  262 

Operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  and  vicinity -  135 

1  a  a  45 

Rosling,  John.  Mentioned -  ™ 

421 

Ross,  E.  M.  Mentioned - 
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Ross,  John.  Mentioned _  4, 12,  25,  39, 106, 188,  231,  255,  260,  262 

Ross,  Reuben  R.  Mentioned _ 599,  605 

Rounds,  Henry.  Mentioned _ 74, 133 

Rouse,  G.  W.  Mentioned _  170 

Rousseau,  Lawrence.  Mentioned _  199 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H.  Mentioned _  290 

Rover,  Red.  See  Red  Rover,  Steamer. 

Royston,  Grandison  D.  Mentioned _  830 

Rucker,  Edmund  W. 

Mentioned  _  739,  744,  746,  752,  757 

Report  of  operations  in  defense  of  Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River -  753 

Rucker,  Morton.  Mentioned _  382 

Rucker,  Washington.  Mentioned -  382 

Ruggles,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  833 

Chalmers,  James  R - -  620,  835 

Mentioned  _  827 

Rummell,  Charles  V.  Report  of  attempted  destruction  of  Confederate 

steamer  near  Fort  Point,  Tex.,  February  25,  1865 _  51 

Runyan,  B.  M.  See  B.  M.  Runyan,  Steamer. 

Rush,  Iredell  B.  For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  see  Barrett,  Clarence  T. 

Russell,  Daniel  R.  Mentioned _  628,  792 

Russell,  Robert  M.  Mentioned _  406,  408,  409,  412-414 

Russell,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned _  551 

Sabine,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned -  551 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  May  24,  1865 _  207, 

209,  211,  212 


Sagamore,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  254,  260,  262 

St.  Louis,*  U.  S.  S. 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  495 

Casualties. 


Attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  ITebruary  14,  1862 _  586 

Bursting  of  gun,  attack  on  Island  No.  10,  March  17,  1862 _  694 


Engagement  with  Confederate  vessels  near  Columbus,  Ky.,  Mississippi 


River,  January  11,  1862 _  497-500 

Fitting  out  of _  432,  448,  453,  463 

List  of  officers,  February  6,  1862 _  551 

Mentioned _  387,  433,  434, 


441,  444,  449,  450,  481,  483,  490,  493,  571,  580,  769,  774-777,  781,  782 


Operations 

Against  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  14-16,  1862 _  584- 

586,  588,  589,  592 

At  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862 _  534 

537-541,  550,  551 

In  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March  12  to 

April  7,  1862 _  693-695,  707,  735 

Order  of  A.  H.  Foote  regarding  firing  from _  500 

Orders  for  movements _  442,  531 


Officially  known  as  Baron  de  Kalb. 
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St.  Louis,  Mo.  Page 

Affairs  at.  Reports  of  A.  H.  Foote _  341,  342 

Affairs  on  Mississippi  River  between  Memphis  and.  Communica¬ 
tion  from  D.  M.  Frost _  808 

Construction  and  equipment  of  U.  S.  vessels  at. 

Communications  from 

Foote,  A.  H -  368,  369 

.  Halleck,  H.  W _  766 

Meigs,  M.  C _  431 

Orders  and  instructions  of  A.  H.  Foote _  374,  392 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H _  369,  376,  378,  385,  387,  391,  395,  429,  438 

Kilty,  A.  H -  365 

Establishment  of  naval  rendezvous  and  recruiting  office  at _  296 

Names  of  gunboats  under  construction  at _  387 

Transfer  of  gunboats  building  at,  to  Cairo,  Ill _  432, 

434,  439-442,  444-453,  455,  456,  459,  460 
St.  Martinsville,  La.  Recovery  of  light-house  apparatus  stored  at.  Re¬ 
ports  of 

Leonard,  Ezra _  232 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  232 

St.  Patrick,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat. 

Attack  upon  U.  S.  S.  Oetorara,  January  28,  1865 _  269 

Halligan,  John  P.,  relieved  of  command  of,  by  John  T.  Walker.! _  267-269 

Sallie  Wood,*  Steamer. 

Capture  of -  572,  573 

Mentioned _ _ _  760,  822 

Sam  Houston,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned _ ; _  4, 

12,  25,  35,  57, 107, 118, 121, 128, 172, 189,  212,  231,  253,  255,  260,  262 

Sam  Kirkman,  Confederate  boat.  Mentioned _  821 

Samson, f  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  161 

Samson,  t  U.  S.  tug.  Mentioned _  442 

Samuel  Orr,  Steamer. 

Burning  of,  February  7,  1862 _  572,  821 

Mentioned _ 565 

San  Domingo,  West  Indies.  Measures  for  protection  of  American  in¬ 
terests  in. 

Communication  from  U.  S.  vice-consul-general  at  Havana,  Cuba _  245 

Order  of  H.  K.  Thatcher _  245 

Reports  of 

Haxtun,  M _  249 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  244,249 

San  Domingo,  West  Indies,  Commercial  agent  at.  Mentioned —  244,  245,  249 
Sands,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Beers,  J.  R _  205 

Granger,  G _  235 

Johnstone,  John  A -  197 

Magruder,  J.  Bankhead -  206,  207,  271,  273,  274 

Smith,  Ashbel _  198 


*  Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Sallie  Wood, 
t  Found  also  Sampson. 

%  Name  changed  to  Pansy,  October  24,  1862. 
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Sands,  Benjamin  F. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  199,205 

Wallace,  Lewis _  119 

Wilson,  H _  124 

Mentioned _  47,  56, 

106,  121,  128,  136,  172,  188,  202,  211,  212,  216,  217,  224,  230,  272 

Relieved  of  command  off  Texas  coast  by  T.  H„  Stevens _  241 

Reports  of. 

Denbigh,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  May  24,  1865 _  197 

Galveston,  Tex.  Operations  off _ 126, 135 

Texas.  Negotiations  for  surrender  of  Confederate  forces  in _  205 

Sanford,  Joseph  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H -  343,  455,  577,  580 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  350 

Wise,  H.  A _  679 

Mentioned -  321,  341,  361,  369,  391,  454-456, 

460,  492,  496,  526,  543,  587,  635,  637,  652,  674,  677,  678.  684,  693 

Report  of  fitting  out  of  gunboats  at  St.  Louis,  Mo _  342 

Sanger,  William  D.  Mentioned _  653 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.  Removal  of  material  from  wreck  of _  246 

Saratoga,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  164 

Sartori,  L*ewis  C.  Mentioned -  4, 12,  25,  39,  57,  68, 106, 129 

Saunders,  A.  L.  Correspondence  with  L.  Polk _  807 

Saunders,  John  E.  Mentioned _  754 

Savage,  Thomas.  See  Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  Vice-Consul-General  at. 

Savannah,  Tenn.  Burning  of  Confederate  encampment  at _ _ _  570,  573 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  S.  Lexington,  p.  784. 

Schouler,  William.  Mentioned _  730 

Schram,  Charles.  Mentioned _  736 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned -  4, 12,  25,  39,  41,  57, 107, 121, 122, 172, 189,  213,  231,  238,  242 

Raising  and  repairing  of _  237 

Sinking  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Mobile  Bay,  April  14, 1S65__  96, 129, 130, 132, 133 
Scott,  Aleck.  See  Aleck  Scott,  Steamer. 

Scott,  Henry  H.  Mentioned -  152, 155, 157, 167-169 

Scott,  James  S.  Mentioned _  3g2 

Scott,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _ 709,  710 

Report  of  operations  against  Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River _  704, 

709,  710,  712,  715,  716,  722 

See  also  War  Department,  TJ.  S. 

Scott,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned _ 421  §32 

Scoville,  James  A.  Mentioned _  707 

Sea  pay.  Request  of  John  Rodgers  for  allowance  of,  to  officers  serving 

on  Western  waters _  294 

Seale,  R.  Mentioned _  g-^0 

Sears,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned _ 4^  12  25 

Sebago,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _ 25 

39,  57,  107,  118,  121,  129,  130,  135,  139,  172,  189,  201,  213,  231,’ 238 
Orders  for  movements _  235 
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Sebastian,  Benjamin.  Mentioned _ 2S9,  550 

Sebastian,  John.  Mentioned _  289,  551,  644 

Secretary  of  Navy,  C.  S.  Mentioned -  43,  268,  750,  757,  S03,  814,  S44 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  8. 

Secretary  of  Navy,  U.  S.  Mentioned—  29,  171,  267,  2S4,  330,  446,  454,  463,  468, 
473,  475,  480,  506,  517,  546,  548,  619,  650,  652,  655,  670,  679,  716 
For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department,  V.  8. 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  Mentioned _  818 

For  correspondence,  see  State  Department,  C.  S. 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.  Mentioned _  223,  336 

For  correspondence,  see  State  Department,  U.  S. 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  U.  S.  Mentioned _  171,  263,  614 

For  correspondence,  see  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  Mentioned _  654,757,810,814 

For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Secretary  of  War,  IT.  S.  Mentioned _  295, 

297,  532,  575,  576,  630,  631,  665,  677,  681,  683 
For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Selma,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  4, 

12,  25,  39,  57,  107,  118,  121,  129,  172,  189,  $13,  231,  253,  256 
Selma,  Ala.  Fall  of.  Order  of  H.  K.  Thatcher  for  firing  of  salutes  in 

honor  of _  122 

Selma,  Ala.,  Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works,  Commandant 
of.  See  Jones,  Gatesby  ap  R. 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by _  11 

Condition  of _  7 

Destruction  of  steamer  Denbigh,  May  24,  1865 -  197 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  24,  25,  39,  42,  57, 107,  121, 129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  243 

Operations  on  coast  of  Texas _  6 

Semmes,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned _  842-845 

Seward,  William  H.  See  State  Department,  U.  S. 

Shannon,  William  J.  Mentioned -  551 

Shaw,  Captain.  Mentioned -  806 

Shaw,  Edward.  Mentioned -  551,  644,  671 

Shaw,  S.  B.  Mentioned _ „ -  736 

Shean,  Timothy.  Mentioned -  35 

Sheffield,  S.  Mentioned -  370 

Shell,  Philip.  Mentioned -  551 

Shepherd,  A.  S.  Mentioned -  792 

Shepherd,  William.  Mentioned -  49 

Sheppard,  James.  Mentioned -  736 

Sherman,  Thomas  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  Fort,  Commanding  officer  at -  141 

Bicker,  Henry  K -  3.50 

Bonnet  Carre,  Commanding  officer  at -  150 

Camp  Parapet,  Commanding  officer  at — 1 -  143 

Everett,  Charles _ ’ - 3.45, 147 

Fiske,  W.  O _ 142,143 

Fitzwater,  A.  J _ 143, 145, 146 

Halleck,  H.  W _ — - - -  625 
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Sherman,  Thomas  W. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Holmstedt,  E.  W _  146 

Loring,  Albert _  156 

Mudgett,  William  S -  142 

Perkins,  F.  W _  154 

Quarantine,  La.,  Telegraph  operator  at -  146 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  144 

Mentioned  _ 148, 158 

Report  of  capture  of  portion  of  crew  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb —  156 

Sherman,  William.  Mentioned _  736 

Sherman,  William  Tecumseh.  Mentioned _  83, 

84,  104,  177,  435,  637,  651-653,  655,  667,  668 

Shiloh,  Tenn.  Naval  operations  at  battle  of,  April  6-7,  1S62. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  765 

Swett,  Leonard  _  766 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H _  726,762 

Gwin,  William _  762 

Shirk,  James  W -  764 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  8.  Lexington,  p.  786. 

Shirk,  James  W. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Lexington _  481 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  441,  444,  484 

Mentioned _  321,  324,  352,  361,  479,  4S0,  4S6^88,  537,  538,  542,  551, 

570,  571,  573,  574,  643-645,  652,  653,  666-670,  726,  762-766,  781,  785 

Reports  of 

Cairo,  Ill.  Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg  at _  445 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 _  541 

Expedition  in  Tennessee  River  to,  January  19-24,  1862 _  520 

Lexington,  U.  S.  S.  Grounding  of,  in  Tennessee  River _  508 

Pittsburg,  U.  S.  S.  Passage  of,  from  St.  Louis  to  Cairo _  448 

Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  March  1,  1862 _  645 

Shiloh,  Tenn.  Naval  operations  at  battle  of,  April  6-7,  1862 _  764 

Tennessee  River.  Operations  in _ ; _  667 

Shirley,  John  T.  Mentioned _ _ _  §11 

Shock,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  H.  K.  Thatcher _ _ _ 68,  74 

Report  of  condition  of  vessels  of  Mississippi  Squadron  transferred  to 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron _  54 

Shull,  G.  W.  Mentioned _  645 

Shuster,  J.  P.  Mentioned _  599 

Sidney,  Ala.  Memorandum  of  conditions  of  surrender  of  C.  S.  vessels  in 

Tombigbee  River  made  at _  178 

Sigel,  Franz.  Mentioned _  738 

Signal  Corps  Cipher,  Confederate _  10 

Silcurk,  William.  Mentioned _  561 

Simonds,  Gustavus  B.  Mentioned _  769-771 

Simonds,  John.  See  John  Simonds,  Steamer. 

Simons,  George  D,  Mentioned—. _ 551 
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Simpson,  Edward.  Page 

Assumes  duties  as  fleet  captain,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron _  112 

Correspondence  witli 

Crosby,  P - 88,115 

Farrand,  E _  177 

Le  Roy,  William  E _  188 

Low,  W.  W _  79 

Perkins,  G.  H _  118 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  179 

Mentioned _ 1  130,  178,  199,  201,  247,  254,  260,  262 

Reports  of. 

Mobile,  Ala.  Explosion  of  ordnance  stores  in,  May  25,  1865 _  200 

Tombigbee  River,  Ala.  Surrender  of  Confederate  vessels  in,  May 

10,  1865 _  180 

Sinclair,  Charles  H.  Mentioned _  161 

Singleton,  Otho  R.  Mentioned _  831 

Siren,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of _ 54,  55 

Skate  &  Co.  Mentioned _  134 

Skerrett,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned-  3,  12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  120,  128,  171,  18S,  212,  230 
Slattery,  Daniel  P.  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb 

from  Red  River,  La.,  April  23,  1865 _  150 

Slough,  R.  LI.  Correspondence  with 

Granger,  G _ 93-95 

Thatcher,  H.  K _ 93-95 

Smart,  G.  P.  Mentioned _  421 

Smedley,  Charles.  Mentioned _  565 

Smith,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned _  127,  203,  213 

Smith,  Ashbel. 

Correspondence  with  B.  F.  Sands -  198 

Mentioned _ 199,  202,  216,  272 

Smith,  Charles.  Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote -  525 

Smith,  Charles  (Boatswain’s  mate).  Mentioned -  586 

Smith,  Charles  (Private).  Mentioned - 737 

Smith,  Charles  F. 

Mentioned—  323,  334,  345,  348,  358,  371,  375,  377-379,  381,  383,  396,  397,  430, 
435,  440,  447,  452,  457,  458,  480,  481,  484,  486-488,  507,  508,  520, 
521,  525,  557,  558,  568,  589,  590,  625,  637,  639,  640,  666-668,  781 
Reports  of. 

Eddyville,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  October  26-28,  1861 -  380 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn.  Reconnoissance  to,  October  12-13,  1861 -  372 

Owensboro,  Ky.  Affairs  at -  352 

Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers.  Affairs  in -  427 

Smith,  E.  Kirby.  Mentioned _  124, 159, 168,  206,  211,  216,  273,  274 

Smith,  George.  Mentioned - 587,  593 

Smith,  Henry,  1st.  Mentioned - 586,  736 

Smith,  Henry,  2d.  Mentioned -  736 

Smith,  J.  L.  Kirby.  Mentioned - 717,  732 

Smith,  J.  W.  Correspondence  with  T.  P.  Greene -  166 

Smith,  James.  Mentioned -  317 

Smith,  James  L.  Mentioned _  551 

Smith,  John.  Mentioned _ 770 

Smith,  Johnson  (Colored).  Mentioned—. — — — — — , — — — — * - 74,132 
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Smith,  J oseph.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  506 

Mentioned _  110,  649 

Smith,  Melancthon.  Mentioned _  409,  411,  414,  418,  420 

Smith,  Morgan  L.  Mentioned _  317 

Smith,  Preston.  Mentioned _  406,  409,  414,  417,  419,  420,  426,  787 

Smith,  T.  Kilby.  Correspondence  with  E.  R.  S.  Canby _  147 

Smith,  Warren  D. 

Correspondence  with  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Macomb _  149 

Mentioned  _  150 

Smith,  W.  R.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Mackall _  816 

Smith,  William  (C.  S.  N.).  Mentioned _  154,  166,  169 

Smoote,  George  T.  Mentioned _ 1 739 

Snell,  Charles  B.  Mentioned _  36 

Snowden,  J.  Hudson.  Mentioned _  411 

Snyder,  Alfred.  Mentioned _  736 

Snyder,  Matthias  B.  Mentioned _  551 

Sonora,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  221 

Sophia,  Annie.  See  Annie  Sophia,  Schooner. 

Soula,  B.  Mentioned _  540 

South  Carolina.  Removal  of  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse  with.  171 
Southern  Republic,  Steamer. 

Orders  for  movements _  181 

Surrender  of.  See  Tombigbee  River,  Ala.  Surrender  of  Confederate 
vessels  in. 

Spanish  Fort,  Ala.  Capture  of.  See  Mobile,  Ala.  Operations  against, 
from,  March  8,  including  capture  of  city,  April  12,  1865. 

Spear,  Otis  G.  Mentioned _ _ 31,  32 

Spears,  James  G.  Mentioned _  769 

Special  orders. 

Confederate -  739,  816 

Union -  122,  279,  381,  402,  404,  535-537 

Spicer,  William  F. 

Mentioned -  47,  57,  106,  121,  129,  142,  172 

Reports  of. 

Cora,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  March  24,  1S65 _  116 

George  Burkhart,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  17,  1865 _  109 

Quaker  City,  IJ.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Philadelphia,  for  repairs _  184 

R.  H.  Yermilyea,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  12,  1S65_  103 

Telemico,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  16,  1S65 _  109 

Spirea,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ _  240,  246 

Spitfire,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  776,  7S2,  783 

Sportsman,  Ordnance  ship.  Mentioned _ _  614 

Springer,  Edward  D.  Mentioned _  231 

Sprowl,  J.  W.  Mentioned _  694 

Squires,  C.  H.  Mentioned _  737 

Stankiewicz,  P.  K.  Mentioned _ . _  565,  599 

Stanley,  David  S.  Mentioned _  690 

Stannard,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned-  3, 12,  25,  38,  56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188,  212,  230 
Stannard,  William  M. 

Mentioned  - 3, 12,  25,  3S,  56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 1S8,  212,  230,  255 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  brig  Bohio  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Kittatinny _  224 

Report  of  expedition  in  Tombigbee  River,  Ala,,  January  29-31, 1866—  264 
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Starbuck,  David  J.  Mentioned _  15 

Star  of  Hope,  Coal  brig.  Mentioned _ 23,  24 

Starrett,  Adrian  C. 

Mentioned -  12,  25,  39,  56,  84,  106,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231 

Report  of  operations  in  Mobile  Bay,  Ala _ _ _  185 

State  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  James  M.  Mason _  406 

State  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  consul-general  at 

Havana,  Cuba _  27 

Stearns,  R.  J.  Mentioned _  551 

Steedman,  Isaiah  G.  W.  Mentioned _  739,  753,  755 

Steedman,  Charles.  r Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  343 

Steel,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  551 

Steele,  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with  E.  R.  S.  Canby _ 85,  86 

Mentioned  _  83, 127, 135,  214 

Reports  of  operations  against  Mobile,  Ala _ 85,  86 

Steele,  T.  Mentioned _  737 

Steiner,  Captain.  Mentioned _  771 

Stembel,  James  McB.  Mentioned _  404,551 

Stembel,  Roger  N. 

Certifies  to  completion  of  gunboats  at  Cairo,  111 _  504 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  E’oote _  330,  346,  434,  440 


Mentioned _  302,  309,  310,  323-325,  327,  328,  336,  339,  345-349, 

357,  361-363,  366,  376,  377,  397^00,  402,  404,  405,  433,  437,  451, 
456,  471,  503,  537,  538,  543,  550,  559,  561,  651-653,  691,  777,  778,  781 
Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Lexington  and  appointed  to  com¬ 


mand  U.  S.  S.  Cincinnati -  481 

Reports  of. 

Benton,  U.  S.  S.  Trial  trip  of -  505 

Bird’s  Point,  Commerce,  and  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Reconnois- 

sance  of,  August  16-17,  1861 -  300 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 -  539,  544 

Lucas  Bend,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  September  10,  1861 -  326 


Paducah,  Ky.  Seizure  of  steamer  W.  B.  Terry  at,  August  22, 


1861 _ 

Stephen  Decatur,  Steamer.  Mentioned - 

Stephens,  Alexander  H.  Mentioned - 

Stephens,  Elihu.  Mentioned _ 

Stephens,  William  H.  Mentioned - 

Sterling,  Robert.  Mentioned - 

Sternmeyer,  F.  Mentioned - 

Stevens,  Alonzo.  Mentioned - 

Stevens,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Barrett,  Clarence  - - 

De  Horsey,  A.  F.  - - 

Thatcher,  H.  - - 

Yglesias,  Salvador - 

Mentioned _  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  217 

Relieves  B.  F.  Sands  of  command  off  Texas  coast - 

Report  of  funeral  honors  paid  memory  of  President,  U.  S___ 

Stevenson,  Joseph  F.  Mentioned - 

N  w  b — vol  22 - 60 


._  304 

779 
268 
551 
418,  420 
740,  S20 
._  736 

133 


__  185 

__  183 

63 

__  182 
,  231,  243 
241 

__  182 
__  43-45 
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Stevenson,  Vernon  K.  Mentioned -  ®07 

Stewart,  Alexander  P. 

Mentioned _  409,  411,  421,  690,  /37,  750,  752 

Report  of  affairs  at  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn -  838 

Stewart,  J.  S.  Mentioned -  ^ 

Stewart,  R.  A.  Mentioned -  408,410,420,421 

Stewart,  "William.  Mentioned -  12,  25,  38, 106, 121, 128 

Stith,  F.  Mentioned -  442 

Stockdale,  Mr.  Mentioned -  628 

Stockdale,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  57,  107,  118,  121-123. 

126-131,  133,  135,  138,  141,  163,  166,  172-177,  179-181,  184,  185, 
187,  189-192,  195,  196,  198-200,  202,  203,  213,  215,  231,  253,  256 

Operations  against  Mobile,  Ala.,  March  8  to  April  12,  1865 -  67, 

68,  70,  74,  76-79,  81-86,  88,  89,  91,  92,  95,  97 

Stockton,  Philip.  Mentioned - 787,  792 

Stokes,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned -  98 

Stom,  James.  Mentioned - 882 

Stone,  William  W.  Mentioned -  745 

Stonewall,  C.  S.  ram. 

Movements  of _  37, 138, 184, 186, 187, 190, 192, 193, 196 

Proposal  of  governor-general  of  Havana  to  surrender -  244 

Surrender  of,  to  Spanish  authorities  at  Havana,  Cuba - 194,  212 

Storey,  Reuben.  Mentioned - - -  404,  551 

Storm,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  7S0 

Stowe,  M.  Mentioned -  737 

Stribling,  Cornelius  K. 

Mentioned _ • - 212,  218 

Relieved  of  command  of  East  Gulf  Squadron -  217,  237" 

Strong,  James  H.  Mentioned _ _ _  4, 12,  25,  39,  56, 106 

Strong,  Richard  P.  Report  of  operations  against  Mobile,.  Ala _  93 

Strong,  William  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Dresser,  Jasper  M _  671 

Foote,  A.  FI _  671 

Halleck,  II.  W _  686,  692 

Mentioned _  687,  688,  691,  700 

Strother,  William.  Mentioned _ ^ _ 74, 132 

Stuart,  A.  P.  H.  Mentioned _  119 

Stubbs,  John  T.  Mentioned _  745 

Sugg,  Cyrus  A.  Mentioned _  555 

Sullivan,  James.  Mentioned _  646 

Sullivan,  John.  Mentioned _  737 

Sullivan,  Patrick.  Mentioned _ 5S6,  646 

Sullivan,  T.  Mentioned _  540 

Sultana,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  164 

Sunshine,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  785 

Swain,  Edward  A.  Appointed  acting  midshipman,  C.  S.  Navy _  796. 

Swallow,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  787 

Swaney,  John.  Report  of  armament  of  Fort  Zollicoffer,  Cumberland 

River -  676 

Swett,  Leonard.  Correspondence  with  President,  U.  S _  766 

Swift,  Walter.  Mentioned _  736 
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Symington,  John.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  338,  356,  450,  462,  519,  525 

Mentioned - - -  453,  456,  497,  503,  512,  516,  518 

Sypher, - .  Mentioned _  551 

T.  D.  Hine,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  804 

Taffe,  W.  Mentioned _  170 

Taggart,  William.  Mentioned _  36 

Tallahatchie,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  4, 12,  25,  39, 

57,  73,  74, 107,  118,  121,  122,  129,  132,  135,  172,  1S9,  213,  231,  253,  256 

Tallapoosa,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  254,  260,  262 

Tamaulipas,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ 11,  201 

Tampico,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ , _  220 

Tampico,  Mexico.  Affairs  at.  Communications  from  U.  S.  consul  at 

Tampico _  221 

Tampico,  Mexico,  British  consul  at.  Mentioned _  221 

Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S _  221 

Taney,  R.  B.  See  R.  B.  Taney,  Steamer. 

Tappan,  James  C.  Mentioned _  406,408,411-413,417,418,420,425 

Tarbell,  Benjamin.  Mentioned _  3, 

12,  25,  39,  56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 189,  212,  231,  255 

Tate,  Samuel.  Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk _  799 

Taylor,  Augustus  F.  Mentioned _  404,  551 

Taylor,  Bushrod  B. 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  56,  106,  121,  128,  172,  189,  213 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Mary  Ellen  off  Velasco,  Tex.,  January 

3,  1865 _ _  5 

Taylor,  Charles.  Mentioned _ 73, 132 

Taylor,  D.  G.  See  D.  G.  Taylor,  Steamer. 

Taylor,  Ezra.  Mentioned _  402 

Taylor,  J.  M.  Mentioned _  170 

Taylor,  Jesse.  Mentioned _  415,  553,  554,  561,  565,  568,  569 

Taylor,  John.  Mentioned _  736 

Taylor,  Richard. 

Correspondence  with  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones -  271 

Mentioned  _  177,200,263,270 

Report  of  C.  S.  naval  forces  at  Mobile,  Ala _  269 

Surrender  of  Confederate  forces  in  Department  of  Alabama,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  East  Louisiana  by.  Communication  from  E.  R. 

S.  Canby _  175 

Teche,  Bayou.  See  Bayou  Teche,  La. 

Tecumseh,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  785 

Telemico,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  16,  1S65 -  109, 117 

Tempest,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _ 157, 186 

Templeton,  Peter.  Mentioned -  736 

Tennessee. 

Affairs  in. 

Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T -  822 

Johnson,  Andrew _  769 

Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T _  825-§27 

Pillow,  Gideon  J -  789 
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Tennessee — Continued.  Page. 

Appointment  of  agents  for  collection  of  forfeited  and  abandoned  prop¬ 
erty  in _  614 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse  with -  171 

Tennessee,*  C.  S.  ironclad.  Mentioned _  76 

Tennessee,  t  U.  S.  ram. 

Laid  up  at  New  Orleans,  La _  252,  255 

Mentioned _  104,  163,  169,  193,  214 

Operations  in  Mississippi  River _ 159, 162 

Tennessee,  Governor  of. 

Confidential  circular  from  G.  T.  Beauregard  to -  826 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  A.  S _  609 

Pillow,  G.  J _  803 

President,  C.  S _  824 

War  Department,  C.  S _  552,  786-788 

Wintersmith,  R.  C _  (£>9 

Mentioned _  640,  789,  806,  826-828 

Tennessee  River. 

Affairs  on. 

Communication  from  A.  S.  Johnston _  838 

Reports  of 

Phelps,  S.  L _  384,457,497 

Smith,  C.  F _  427 

Burning  of  bridges  over. 

Order  of  U.  S.  Grant _  574 

Report  of  H.  Walke _  575 

Burning  of  Confederate  vessels  on. 

Extract  from  Richmond  Dispatch,  February  12,  1862 _  821 

Report  of  J.  H.  Miller _  821 

Confederate  forces  on  and  near.  Reports  of  William  Gwin _  647,  648 

Correspondence  regarding  adaptability  of  mortar  boats  for  service 

in _ 511-514 

Expedition  up,  to  Florence,  Ala.,  February  6-10,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Fulton,  C.  C _  578 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  547 

Order  of  A.  H.  Foote _  537 

Reports  of 

Foote,  A.  H -  570,  571 

Phelps,  S.  L -  570-574 

Polk,  L -  564 

See  also  Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  Lexington,  p.  782. 

Grounding  of  U.  S.  S.  Lexington  in _  508,  509 

Measures  for  defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Brown,  Neill  S _  809 

Polk,  Leonidas _  794 

Report  of  A.  S.  Johnston _  SOI 


*  Afterwards  U.  S.  ram  Tennessee, 
t  Formerly  C.  S.  ironclad  Tennessee. 
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Tennessee  River — Continued. 

Operations  in. 

Captures  made  in _ 

Communications  from 

Foote,  A.  H _ 

Halleck,  H.  W _ 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Grant,  U.  S _ 

Halleck,  H.  W _ 

Hardee,  W.  J _ 

Ruggles,  Daniel _ 

Foote,  A.  H _ 

Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T _ 

Bragg,  Braxton _ 

Chalmers,  James  R _ 

Crittenden,  George  B 

Foote,  A.  H _ 

Gwin,  William _ 

Heiman,  A _ 

Pennock,  A.  M _ 

Phelps,  S.  L _ 

Shirk,  James  W _ 

Smith,  C.  F _ 


Page. 


_  371 

_  447 

_  637,639 

_  677 

_  710 

_  820 

_  620 

_  480,  488 

_  836 

_  837 

_  S35-837 

_ _ _  837 

375,  489,  632,  633,  636,  638 

_  634,  666,  670 

_  815 

_ _ _  668 

_  371,507 

_  667 

_  372 


See  also  Fort  Henry,  Tenn;  Paducah,  Ky.;  Pittsburg  Landing, 

Tenn.;  Shiloh,  Tenn. 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery — Batteries :  Bankhead’s,  420 ;  Crain’s,  554,  567 ;  Sterling’s, 
740;  Taylor’s,*  402,  554,  565. 

Cavalry — Battalions;  Logwood’s,  410,  415,  425,  426  ;  9th  ( George 
Gantt's),  554,  567.  Regiments:  Forrest’s  ( Milner's  com¬ 
pany),  554,  565,  567. 

Infantry — Regiments :  2d  ( Walker's ) ,  406,  408,  413,  414,  418,  422 ;  4th, 
421;  5th  {Travis'),  834;  6th,  418;  9th,  418;  10th  {Rei¬ 
man's),  554-4556,  561,  563-567,  797;  12th  {Russell's),  406, 
408,  412,  413;  13th  {John  V.  Wright's),  406,  40S,  411-413, 
421;  15th  {Carroll's) ,  406,  409,  414  ;  21st  {Pickett's),  406, 
408,  412,  413;  22d  {Freeman's),  408,  412,  413;  24th,  796; 
30th  {Head's),  555;  38th  {Looney's) ,  564;  46th  {Cooper's 
company) ,  745;  48th  {Browder's) ,  554,  555,  565,  567 ;  50th 
{Sugg’s),  555;  51st  {Voorhies'),  554,  555,  565,  567;  154th 
{Smith's),  Marcus  J.  Wright  commanding,  406,  410,  417, 


419,  426. 

Tensas  River,  Alabama.  Removal  of  obstructions  from - 185, 186 

Terrell,  Edward  A.  Mentioned _  4, 12,  57,  58, 120, 128 

Terry,  W.  B.  See  W.  B.  Terry,  Steamer. 

Texada,  Theodore.  Mentioned - 74,  132 

Texas. 

Blockade  of  coast  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  TJ.  S - 20,  21 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  63 


*  Subsequently  commanded  by  Stankiewicz. 
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Texas — Continued.  f&ge. 

Blockade  of  coast  of — Continued. 

Report  of  James  S.  Palmer _  48 

Stevens,  T.  H.,  relieves  B.  F.  Sands  of  command -  241 


See  also  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.;  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.;  Galveston, 
Tex.;  Pass  Gavallo,  Tex.;  Rio  Grande,  Tex.;  Velasco,  Tex. 


Negotiations  leading  to  surrender  of  Confederate  forces  in.  See 
Trans-Mississippi  D  epartment. 

Texas,  Governor  of.  Mentioned _  272 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Artillery — Regiments:  1st 
(Cook's),  124. 

Thatcher,  Henry  K. 

Appointed  to  command  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron —  20,  22,  32,  47, 174 

Assumes  command  of  Gulf  Squadron _  237 

Correspondence  with 

Armstrong,  James  F _ 85, 110,  111,  257 

Bacon,  F.  A.  G _ 133 

Bacon,  W.  T _  200 

Banks,  N.  P _  144,209 

Belden,  Samuel _  250 

Brown,  George _ 57, 131 

Budd,  William _  157 

Burcham,  G.  E _  165 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _ 63-69,  77-87,  89-91, 

127,  141,  147,  175,  192,  195-196,  201-203,  205,  209,  210,  212,  215 


Crosby,  P _ 

Crosby,  P.,  et  al _ 

Downes,  John,  et  al _ 

Dyer,  N.  M _ „ _ 

Eaton,  S.  M _ 

Ellms,  F _ 

Emmons,  G.  F _ 

Fox,  G.  V _ 

Fredberg,  Alfred _ 

Gamble,  William  M _ 

Gifford,  R.  W _ 

Gherardi,  B _ 

Gillis,  J.  II _ _ _ 

Green,  Nathaniel _ 

Greene,  T.  P _ 

Havana,  U.  S.  vice-consul-general  at 

Haxtun,  Milton _ 

Lee,  S.  P _ 

Leonard,  Ezra _ 

Le  Roy,  W.  E _ 

Magune,  J.  W _ _ _ 

Mix,  Edwin  C _ 


63,  78,  89, 134,  202,  209,  239,  240 

_  226-228 

_  233 

-  72 

-  82 

_  131 

_ _ _  84 

_  166,  192,  204,  20S 

_  201,203 

-  72 

_  73 

_  165 

_  71 

_  220 

_ 165 

_  245 

_  245,249 

_  39,  105,  107,  186,  204 

_  232 

140,  149,  173,  184,  190,  191 

_  130 

_  114 


Navy  Department,  U.  S 


20,  21,  37,  48,  53,  62,  96,  108,  119,  138, 


141,  166,  173,  176,  190,  192,  193, 

Palmer,  James  C _ 

Perkins,  G.  H _ 

Sands,  B.  F _ 

Sherman,  T.  W _ 


204,  208,  210,  217,  222,  223,  236 

_ 132,184 

_  64,235 

-  126,  135,  197,  199,  205 

-  144 
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Thatcher,  Henry  K. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Shock,  William  H _ 68,  74 

Simpson,  E - -  179,180,200 

Spicer,  William  F _  116 

Starrett,  A.  C _  185 

Stevens,  T.  H_ _ _  63, 182,  241 

Yates,  A.  R _  113 

Demand  of,  for  surrender  of  Mobile,  and  reply _ 93-95 

General  orders _ , _ 96,  137 

Mentioned -  46,  50,  54,  59,  118,  213,  214 

Order  of. 

For  a  joint  commission  to  examine  wharves,  docks,  etc.,  in  and 

about  Mobile,  Ala _  133 

For  firing  of  salutes  in  honor  of  fall  of  Selma,  Ala.,  and  defeat  of 

General  J.  E.  Johnston _  122 

Relieved  of  command  of  Gulf  Squadron  by  John  A.  Winslow _  261 

Reports  of. 

Alabama.  Cooperative  operations  in _  135 

Appalachicola  River.  Disposition  of  Confederate  naval  material 

in  vicinity  of _  258 

Arizona,  U.  S.  S.  Destruction  of,  in  Mississippi  River,  Febru¬ 
ary  27,  1865 _ , _  57 

Arkansas,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of _  215 

Biloxi  and  Mississippi  City,  Miss.  Destitute  condition  of  citi¬ 
zens  of _  113 

Cuba,  Governor-General  of.  Offer  of,  to  surrender  C.  S.  ram 

Stonewall _  244 

Ewing,  Steamer.  Sale  of,  at  Pensacola,  Fla _  257 

Fort  Donelson,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of _  238 

France.  Expected  arrival  of  Confederate  rams  from _  62 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Defenses  of _  123 

Sealed  communication  from  Prussian  consul  at _  113 

Ironclads,  U.  S.  Laying  up  of,  at  New  Orleans,  La _ 21S,  252,  253 

Key  West,  Fla.  Progress  of  work  at _  245 

Le  Compt,  C.  S.  picket  boat.  Flag  captured  from _  224 

Mississippi  River  monitors.  Seagoing  qualities  of -  236 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Explosion  of  ordnance  stores  in,  May  25,  1865 -  199 

Operations  against,  from  March  8,  including  capture  of  city, 

April  12,  1865 _  64,  66,  70,  88,  95,  97 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 

Operations  in _  117,  118,  185,  195,  218,  219,  222 

Sinking  of  U.  S.  vessels  by  torpedoes  in - 130, 132 

Monongahela  and  Bienville,  U.  S.  steamers.  Condition  of -  102 

New  Orleans,  La.  Change  of  location  of  naval  headquarters  in —  256 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.  Destruction  of  C.  S.  schooner  Anna  Dale  in, 

February  18,  1865 -  42 

Pensacola,  Fla.  Affairs  at -  110 

Pink,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  September  23,  1865 -  250 

Preston,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  New  Orleans,  La -  112 
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Thatcher,  Henry  K. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of — Continued. 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of _  173 

St.  Martinsville,  La.  Recovery  of  light-house  apparatus  stored 

at _  232 

San  Domingo,  West  Indies.  Measures  for  protection  of  American 

interests  in _  244,  249 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.  Removal  of  wreck  of _ * _  246 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S.  Raising  and  repair  of _  237 

Texas.  Negotiations  leading  to  surrender  of  Confederate  forces 

in _ 198,  211,  212,  216 

Tombigbee  River,  Ala. 

Blockade  of  Confederate  vessels  in _  139 

Status  of  blockade  runners  in _  263 

Surrender  of  Confederate  vessels  in,  May  4-10,  1S65 _  176-179, 187 

Survey  of  vessels  captured  in _  225 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  and  needs  of _  112, 117, 126, 129, 181 

Conditions  of  sale  of  vessels  of _  233 

Disposition  of  vessels _ . _  106,  120,  128, 

171,  188,  212,  219,  230,  238,  240-243,  246-248,  252-256,  259-263 
Webb,  C.  S.  ram.  Escape  of,  from  Red  River,  La.,  April  23,  and 

her  destruction,  April  24,  1865 _  141, 155, 157, 164 

Thielman,  William.  Mentioned _  587 

Thom,  George.  Mentioned _  630,  631 

Thom,  N.  G.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  336,  344 

Thomas,  George  H.  Mentioned _ _ _ SO,  169,  263 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  Correspondence  with  Charles  F.  Smith _  427 

For  correspondence  as  Adjutant-General,  see  McClellan ,  G.  B. 

Thomas,  N.  W.  See  N.  W.  Thomas,  Steamer. 

Thompson,  Egbert. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg _  502 

Correspondence  with  G.  W.  Rogers _  594 

Mentioned -  464,  474,  501,  652,  653,  719,  726,  727 

Report  of  operations  of  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg.  February  11-17,  including 

attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  February  14,  1862 _  592 

Thompson,  James.  Mentioned _  736 

Thompson,  James  D.  Mentioned _  736 

Thompson,  John.  Mentioned _  586 

Thompson,  John  H.  Mentioned _  132 

Thompson,  M.  Jeff. 

Mentioned -  399,  404,  406,  407,  751,  817,  831 

Operations  of,  in  vicinity  of  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Reports  of 

Dove,  B.  M _  437 

Perry,  R -  437 

Thompson,  T.  J.  Mentioned _  170 

Thomson,  James  E.  Mentioned _  72 

Thurston,  A.  H.  Mentioned _  170 

Tibbits,  Howard.  Mentioned -  3,  12,  25,  38,  56,  106. 120,  12S,  171, 188,  212,  231 

Tift,  N.  &  A.  F.  Mentioned-: _  840,  841 

Tigress,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  737 
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Tilghman,  Lloyd.  Page 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  1 1 _ _ _ _  • 

Machen,  W.  B _  797 

Mentioned  -  317,  537-539,  563-569,  601-604,  801 


Reports  of. 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

Attack  on,  January  17,  1862 _  815 

.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1S62 _ r _  552-562 

Time,  Confederate  boat.  Mentioned _  821 

Tioga,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  260,  262 

Toley,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  736 

Tombigbee  River,  Alabama. 

Blockade  of  Confederate  vessels  in.  Report  of  H.  K.  Thatcher _  139 

Disposition  of  blockade  runners  in _  261,  263 

Expedition  in,  January  29-31, 1866.  Report  of  William  M.  Stannard__  264 


Surrender  of  Confederate  vessels  in,  by  Commodore  E.  Farrand,  May 


4-10,  1865. 

Communications  from  E.  Simpson _  177 

Flags  and  signals  captured  on _  187 

Memorandum  of  conditions _ 178 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Farrand,  E _  181 

Thatcher,  H.  K _  179 

Reports  of 

Simpson,  E _  180 

Thatcher,  H.  K _ 176-179 

Survey  of  captured  vessels _ 225-229 

Tonan,  John.  Mentioned _  132 

Torpedo  boats -  41, 103,  267-269 

Torpedoes -  67,  68,  70-76, 


78,  81,  86-88,  92,  103,  127,  129-133,  174,  186,  237,  793,  799,  806,  807 


Torrence,  Judge.  See  Judge  Torrence,  U.  S.  8. 

Totten,  James.  Mentioned _  79 

Townsend,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned _  11 

Tows,  Thomas.  Mentioned _  736 

Trabue,  G.  W.  Correspondence  with  A.  S.  Johnston _  611 

Tracy,  Fort.  See  Fort  Tracy,  Ala. 

Tracy,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned _  19 

Trading  permits.  Correspondence  concerning _ 8,  9, 16,  20, 110,  111 

Trans-Mississippi  Department.  Negotiations  leading  to  surrender  of 
Confederate  forces  in. 

Communications  from 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _  203,  209 

Granger,  G _ 196 

Lee,  S.  P _ - _  214 


Magruder,  J.  B_. 

Sands,  B.  F _ 

Thatcher,  H.  K. 
Evacuation  of 

Matagorda,  Tex_. 
Sabine  Pass,  Tex 
Velasco,  Tex _ 


198,  206,  207,  271-274 

_  207 

199,202,205,210 


_ _  210 

207,  209,  211,  212 
_  207 
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Trans-Mississippi  Department.  Negotiations  leading  to  surrender  of 
Confederate  forces  in — Continued. 

Occupation  of  Galveston,  Tex.,  by  U.  S.  naval  forces,  June  5, 1865 _  216 

Official  announcement,  by  J.  B.  Magruder,  of  surrender _  273 

Order  of  B.  F.  Sands _  205 

Proclamation  of  J.  B.  Magruder _  272 

Reports  of 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _  213 

Sands,  B.  F_ _  205 

Thatcher,  H.  K _ 198,211,212,216 

Trask,  W.  L. 

Mentioned  _  409 

Report  of  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7,  1861 _  425 

Travers,  Doctor.  Mentioned _  311 

Travers,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned _ 166, 169 

Travis,  William  E.  Mentioned _  834 

Treasury  Agents,  U.  S.  Appointment  of _  614 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  TJ.  S _  122,  248,  261 

Wise,  H.  A _ 642 

Trefoil,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  75,  117,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231 

Orders  for  movements _  50,  246 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned _  17S 

Trezevant,  John  T.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard _  741 

Tritonia,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  in  Tombigbee  River,  Ala _  264 

Mentioned _ 4,  12,  25, 

39,  57,  107,  118,  121,  129,  172,  189,  213,  231,  247,  253,  255,  260,  262 
Trudeau,  James. 

General  orders _  740,  745 

Mentioned -  739,  753,  755 

Special  orders _  739 

Trunier,  James.  Mentioned _  736 

Tunnan,  John.  Mentioned _  736 

Turner,  Edmund  P.  Mentioned _  273,  274 

For  correspondence  as  assistant  adjutant-general,  see  Magruder,  J.  B. 

Turner,  W.  J.  Mentioned _  170 

Turnley,  Parmenas  T.  Mentioned _  359,  484 

Tuscaloosa,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  60,  83,  95, 102, 139 

Tuscarora,  C.  S.  S.  Burning  of,  November  23,  1861 _  804,  845 

Tutt,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  783 

Twilight,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  153 

Tyler,  Jesse.  Mentioned _  36 

Tyler,*  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  September  12,  1861,  to  January  16,  1862 _  772,  773 

Armament,  January,  1862 _  495 

Casualties,  engagement  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.,  March  1,  1862__  645 

Condition  of - 351)  354 

Engagements. 

At  Hickman  and  Columbus,  Ky.,  September  4,  1861 _  309 

At  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.,  March  1,  1862 _  643-648 


*  Known  also  as  A.  O.  Tyler. 
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Tyler,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Engagements — Continued. 

With  Confederate  batteries  near  Columbus,  Ky.,  October  7, 

1861 -  360-363 

Expedition  up  Tennessee  River  to  Florence,  Ala.,  February  6-10, 

1862 -  570-574 

List  of  officers,  February  6,  1862 _  551 

Mentioned - 301,  318,  323,  324,  334,  342,  349- 

351,  359,  365,  373,  376,  383,  397,  437,  440,  448,  451,  470,  481,  483, 
490,  491,  493,  497,  498,  511,  529-531,  575,  674,  700,  726,  778-786 
Operations. 


Against  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  14-16,  1862__  583,  585,  586,  591 

At  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7,  1S61 _ 39S,  400,  402, 405 

At  battle  of  Shiloh  (Pittsburg  Landing),  Tenn.,  April  6-7,  1862 


762-766 

At  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862 _  534-538,  542,  551 

In  Mississippi  River _  302, 

303,  305,  339,  340,  349,  366,  372,  373,  389,  482,  4S6,  487 

In  Tennessee  River -  632-635,670 

Orders  for  movements -  335,  336,  343,  344,  362,  365,  372,  431,  482,  537 

Protest  of  commander  of,  regarding  firing  from  Fort  Holt,  Ky _  476 

Purchase  and  fitting  out  of -  283-287,  290-294,  297-299 

Reconnoissance  in  Tennessee  River  and  engagement  at  Chickasaw, 


Ala.,  March  12,  1862 _  666-669 

Walke,  Henry. 

Appointed  to  command _  332-333 

Relieved  of  command _  501 

Underhill,  William  H.  Mentioned _  736 

Underwood,  Camp  Joe.  See  Gamp  Joe  Underwood,  Ky. 

Union,  American.  See  American  Union,  Brig. 

Uniontown,  Ky.  Affairs  at.  Communication  from  S.  L.  Phelps _  440 

Union  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Regiments:  10th  (Colored),  105. 


Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  731;  46th  (Colored),  154;  62d  (Colored), 
7,  15;  77th  (Colored),  150;  93d  (Colored),  116. 


V.  F.  Wilson,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  507,  520,  673,  769,  771,  783 

Valley,  Platte.  See  Platte  Valley,  Steamer. 

Vance,  Mr.  Mentioned _  628 

Vance,  Joseph.  Mentioned _  736 

Vance,  Lewis  R.  Mentioned _  25,39,57,107,231,255 

Vanderbilt,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned _  672 

Orders  for  movements _  115 

Vanderbilt,  Cornelius.  Mentioned _  672 

Van  Dorn,  Earl. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  W.  J _  837 

Beauregard,  G.  T -  828 

Mentioned _  743,  744,  827 

Van  Ness,  J.  G.  Mentioned _  736 

Vasser,  Elijah  J.  Mentioned _  168 

Vaughan,  Alfred  J.,  jr.  Mentioned _  422,  423 
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Velasco,  Tex.  Page. 

Captures  made  off _ • _  5 

Chasing  ashore  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Granite  City  near,  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1865 _ 16-18 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates _  207 

Velocity,  Schooner.  Mentioned _  44 

Vermilion  Bayou,  Louisiana.  Capture  of  schooner  Malta  in,  March  3, 

1865.  Report  of  L.  S.  Fickett _  61 

Vermilyea,  R.  H.  See  R.  H .  Vermilyca,  British  schooner. 

Vibra,  S.  Mentioned _  737 

Vice-President,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S _  769 

Vicksburg,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  824 

Victor,  David.  Mentioned _  35 

Villepigue,  John  B.  Mentioned _  768 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned _  4, 

12,  25,  39,  57, 107, 121, 129,  172, 189,  213,  231,  238 
Vindicator,  U.  S.  S.  Chase  of  C.  S.  ram  William  H.  Webb  by,  April 

23-24,  1865  _  150,151,157,161,162,164 

Violett,  Mr.  Mentioned _ _ _  98 

Viosea,  J.  Mentioned _  16 

Virgin,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  60,  263 

Virginia.  Removal  of  restrictions  on  commercial  intercourse  with _  171 

Virginia,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  134 

Virginia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  4, 


12,  25,  32,  39,  57,  107,  121,  126,  129,  172,  189,  210,  213,  231,  243 


Vittinger,  Jacob.  Mentioned _  551 

Volunteer,  Steamer.  Orders  for  movements _ 107, 10S 

Voorhies,  A.  H.  Mentioned _  554,  565,  567 

Voorhies,  William  M.  Mentioned _  561 

Vroon,  Samuel.  Mentioned _  551 

W.  B.  Terry,  Steamer.  Seizure  of,  at  Paducah,  Ivy.,  August  22,  1S61 _  304,  778 

W.  H.  Brown,  U.  S.  transport.  Collision  of,  with  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg _  44S 

Waagner,  Gustav. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant _  329 

Mentioned -  300,  309,  311,  312,  317,  324,  326,  328,  772,  777-779 

Reports  of. 

Belmont,  Mo.  Expedition  to,  September  2,  1S61 _  310 

Lucas  Bend,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  September  10,  1861 _  327 

Wade,  B.  F.  Correspondence  with  J.  W.  Bissell _  734 

Wade,  Henry  C. 

Mentioned -  3, 12,  254,  260,  262 

Report  of  operations  off  Galveston,  Tex _  6 

V/ade,  Richard  M.  Mentioned _  551 

Wain wright,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned _  255,  260,  262 

Wainwright,  Richard.  Mentioned _  432,  437,  441 

Walke,  Henry. 

Appointed  to  command 

Carondelet,  U.  S.  S _  501 

Tyler,  U.  S.  S -  323,  324,  332,  333 

Correspondence  with 

Caven,  Charles  PI _  545 

Dove,  B.  M _  541 

Foote,  A.  H -  322,335,336,344,359,469,530,534,704 
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Walke,  Henry — Continued.  pa„e 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Grant,  U.  S -  362,  365,  376,  389,  402,  428,  431,  440,  574,  594,  595 


McNeeley,  J.  S _  706 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _ ; _  378 

Nixon,  George  J.  W _  545 

Oglesby,  R.  J -  338,343 

Phelps,  S.  L -  439 

Pope,  John - 715-719 

Porter,  William  D _ . _  372 

Mentioned _ 304  334 

342,  360,  361,  397-399,  405,  430,  437,  4S6,  487,  537,  538,  551,’  584,’ 
59S,  652,  653,  673,  711-713,  722,  724,  72S,  729,  732,  733,  762,  772 

Ordered  to  assume  charge  of  gunboats  at  Cairo,  Ill _  322 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Tyler _  501,  773 

Reports  of. 

Belmont,  Mo.  Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 _  400,  402 

Columbus,  Ky.  Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries,  near, 

October  7,  1861 _  362 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn. 

Attack  on,  and  surrender  of,  February  12-16,  1862 _  587,  590 

Proposed  operations  against _  583 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 _  540 

Fort  Holt,  Ky. 

Defense  of _  451 

Random  firing  from _  476 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi.  Operations  resulting  in  surrender  of, 

April  7,  1862 _  698,  706,  710,  718,  726 

Lucas  Bend,  Mo.  Reconnoissance  to. 

September  22,  1861 _  349 

October  3,  1861 _  389 

Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers.  Operations  in _ _  372,  373 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  in _  339,  340,  366,  482 

Mound  City,  Ill.  Repairs  to  vessels  at _  350,  354 

Tennessee  River.  Burning  of  railroad  bridges  over _  575 

Walke,  Henry  A.  Mentioned _  551 

Walker,  G.  A.  Mentioned _  170 

Walker,  George  W.  Mentioned _  551 

Walker,  J.  Knox. 

Correspondence  with  John  V.  Wright -  421 

Mentioned  _  406,408,413,414,418,422 

Walker,  John  G.  Mentioned -  62 

Walker,  John  T.  Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  torpedo  boat  St.  Patrick-  207-269 
Walker,  Leroy  P.  See  War  Department,  G.  S. 

Walker,  Lucius  Marsh. 

Mentioned _  752,  755 

Report  of  defense  of  Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River _  740-742 

Walker,  William.  Mentioned -  736 

Wall,  William  H.  Mentioned -  152, 154, 155, 157, 167-169 

Wallace,  Lewis. 

Correspondence  with  B.  F.  Sands -  119 

Mentioned  _ 596,  597,  667,  668,  762,  764 

Testimony  of,  as  to  conduct  of  Benjamin  M.  Dove  at  Fort  Donelson__  989 
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Wallace,  Rush  R.  Mentioned _ _ _ _ _  172, 189,  213,  230 

Wallace,  William  H.  L.  Mentioned _  404 

Walsh,  Charles.  Mentioned _ 737 

Walsh,  Jerry.  Mentioned _ 736 

Walters,  Joseph  F.  Mentioned _ 166, 169 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Neill  S— _  809 

Galloway,  M.  C -  786 

Gorgas,  J _  788 

Johnston,  A.  S _  563,  611,  613,  800,  816 

Mills,  Thomas  B _  790 

Navy  Department,  C.  S _  755 

Pillow,  G.  J _  787,  789 

Polk,  L _  654,  792,  793,  811,  815 

Tennessee,  Governor  of -  552,  786-788 

War  Department,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Cincinnati,  President  Board  of  Trade  of _  675 

Ellet,  C.,  jr _  665,  680-683,  685 

Foote,  A.  H _  356,  575,  576,  582 

Halleck,  H.  W _  661,  662,  664,  672,  681,  698 

Moorhead,  J.  K _  281 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  277,  284,  285,  287,  305,  307,  308,  579,  638 

New  Albany,  Ind,,  President  of  Board  of  Trade  of _  675 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  President  Board  of  Trade  of _  675 

Porter,  W.  D _  761 

Scott,  Thomas  A _  704,  709,  712,  715,  716,  722 

Vice-President,  TJ.  S _  769 

Operations  on  Western  waters  under  control  of _ 2S0-282,  284—286 

Proposal  to  transfer  vessels  on  Western  waters  from,  to  Navy  Depart¬ 
ments _ _  467,  468,  476,  477,  478,  522 

Special  order  regarding  plan  of  blockade  on  Western  rivers _  279 

War  Eagle,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  785 

Ward,  Andrew  A.  Mentioned _  162 

Ware,  Addison.  Mentioned _  590 

Warner,  James  H.  Mentioned _  258 

Wash  Graham.  See  Graham,  Steamer. 

Waterman,  A.  D.  Mentioned _  540 

Waters,  James.  Mentioned _  800 

Watson,  Mr.  Mentioned _ 771 

Watson,  Negro.  Mentioned _  382 

Watson,  Leroy.  Mentioned _  382 

Watson,  Peter  H.  Correspondence  with  W.  D.  Porter _  761 

Watters,  John.  Mentioned -  4,12,25,39,56,106,121,128 

Watts,  W.  0.  Mentioned -  553,  561,  569 

Wave,*  Confederate  steamer.  Escape  of,  from  Calcasieu  Pass,  La., 

January  20,  1865 _ 16-19 

Waverly,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  266 

Wayne,  Fort.  See  Fort  Wayne,  Steamer. 

Weatherly,  Jos.  L.  Correspondence  with  A.  H.  Foote _  337 

Weatherly,  etc.,  Messrs.  Mentioned _  393 


*  Formerly  U.  S.  S.  Wave. 
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Weaver,  Mr.  Mentioned _ 

Weaver,  D.  Edward.  Mentioned _ 

Weaver,  Daniel. 

Mentioned _ 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet  at  bombardment  of 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn _ 

Webb,*  C.  S.  ram.  Escape  of,  from  Red  River,  La.,  April  23,  and  de¬ 
struction,  April  24,  1865. 

Abstract  log 

Florida,  U.  S.  S _ 

Lackawanna,  U.  S.  S _ 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S _ 

Communications  from 


Page. 

120 

551 

551 

541 


167 

166 

167 


Navy  Department,  U.  S _ 

Sherman,  T.  W _ 

Thatcher,  H.  K _ 

List  of  officers  and  crew,  April  22,  1865. 

List  of  prisoners _ 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Banks,  N.  P _ 

Canby,  E.  R.  S _ 

Greene,  Theo.  P _ 

Palmer,  James  S _ 

Sherman,  T.  W _ 

Thatcher,  H.  K _ 

Reports  of 

Adams,  Charles  W _ 

Carter,  J.  H _ 

Ely,  Robert  B _ 

Everett,  Charles _ 

Fitzhugh,  W.  E _ 

Fitzwater,  A.  J _ 

Foster,  James  P _ 

Fiske,  W.  O _ 

Grafton,  Edw.  C _ 

Greene,  Theo.  P.,  et  al _ 

Lee,  S.  P _ 

Le  Roy,  William  E _ 

Lull,  Edward  P _ 

McCook,  A.  McD _ 

Pinkerton,  Allan _ 

Read,  Charles  W _ 

Sherman,  T.  W _ 

Slattery,  D.  P _ 

Thatcher,  H.  K _ 

Wells,  W.  R _ 

Webster,  Joseph  D.  Mentioned _ 

Weils,  It.  Mentioned _ 

Weistine,  Aug.  Mentioned _ 

Weller,  F.  J.  Mentioned _ 

Welles,  Gideon.  See  Secretary  of  Navy,  U. 

U.  8. 


-  160 

- 143,144 

- 144, 147 

- 169,170 

- 157,166 

- 144,145 

-  147 

-  166 

-  163 

142,  143, 145, 146,  149, 150, 154, 156 
- 157,165 


162' 
170 
161 
145, 147 
142, 158 
150, 156 
163 
142, 143 
159 
165 
157 
148, 149 
_  159 

_  164 


_  152: 

_  168-170 

_ 148, 156 

_  150 

_ 141,155,164 

_  162: 

4S6,  487,  575,  617,  619 
_  73T 


_  737 

_  553,  561,  569) 

S.;  also  Navy  Department „ 


*  Same  as  William  H.  Webb. 
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Wells,  Charles  C.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S -  50 

Mentioned  _  117, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Wells,  Lyman.  Mentioned _  4,12,25,39,56,106 

Wells,  William  R. 

Mentioned  _ 1 58, 160 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  ram  Webb  from  Red  River,  La.,  April  23, 

and  her  destruction,  April  24,  1865 _  162 

Welsh,  Jerry.  Mentioned _  736 

Werner,  Theodore.  Mentioned _  255 

West,  Department  of  the.  See  Department  of  the  West. 

Westfield,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  124 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captures  made  by _  5, 11, 17-19,  26,  27-38, 

42-45,  49,  50,  53,  61,  103,  109,  116,  135,  136,  176-181,  226-229,  264 

Condition  and  needs  of _  4, 112, 117, 123, 126, 129, 181 

Conditions  of  sale  of  vessels _  233 

Disposition  of  vessels _  3,11,25,38,56,106, 

120,  12S,  171,  188,  212,  230,  238,  240-243,  246-248,  252-256,  259-263 


List  of  vessels  of,  retained  in  Gulf  Squadron _  254,  255 

Men  and  material  of  C.  S.  Navy  in  Trans-Mississippi  Department  to 

be  surrendered  to  Mississippi  Squadron  and _  203,  214 

Name  of,  changed  to  West  Gulf  Squadron _  211 

Operations _ 1-274 

Palmer,  James  S.,  relieved  of  command _ • _ 20,  22,  32  47  174  194 

Reduction  of  expenses _ 48,  53 

Reduction  of  force _  173, 

204,  210,  217,  222,  223,  233,  236,  238,  240-243,  246-248,  252-256 

Sale  of  vessels _  255,  256 

Signal  numbers  of  vessels _  118 

Simpson,  E.,  assumes  duties  as  fleet  captain _  112 

Thatcher,  H.  K.,  appointed  to  command _  20,  22,  32,  47, 174 

Vessels  detached  from _  238,  240-243,  255 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in _  22,  26,  27, 

39,  40,  46-48,  50,  54-56,  69,  105,  107,  10S,  118,  122,  141,  173,  192 
Winslow,  John  A.,  ordered  to  relieve  H.  K.  Thatcher  of  command  of 

Gulf  Squadron _  261 

West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels.  See  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Dis¬ 
position  of  vessels. 

Fitting  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella  as  flagship _ 218,  222 

Name  of,  changed  to  Gulf  Squadron _ 217,  237 

Name  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  changed  to _  211 

West,  James  W.  Mentioned - 155,  357,  157,  169 

Western  Flotilla. 

Complement  of  vessels _  429 

Discharge  and  pension  of  disabled  officers  of. 

Instructions  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  582 

Request  of  A.  H.  Foote  for  information _  578 


Organization  and  equipment  of.  See  Western  waters.  Organization 
and  equipment  of  naval  forces  on. 
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Armament  of  U.  S.  vessels  serving  on _  454;  455;  495 

Blockade  of  Southern  commerce  on. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  277,  279,  280 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  280 

War  Department,  U.  S _  279 

Plan  of  James  B.  Eads _  277 

Foote,  A.  H. 

Appointed  flag-officer _  429,444 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  naval  forces  on _  307,313,318,320 

General  orders  and  instructions  regarding  movements  of  U.  S.  ves¬ 
sels  -  333,  335,  365,  366,  374,  465,  655,  674 

Henriques,  S.,  appointed  paymaster  in  chief  of  U.  S.  naval  forces  ou__  386 

Officers  assigned  to  U.  S.  vessels  on _  481,  483 

Organization  and  equipment  of  naval  forces  on — Confederate. 

Act  of  Confederate  Congress _  814 

Communications  from 

Brown,  Neill  S.,  et  al _  806,  810 

Navy  Department,  C.  S _ 811,  812 

Polk,  L _ _ _  793,  794 

Order  of  G.  T.  Beauregard _  838 

Organization  and  equipment  of  naval  forces  on — Union. 

Communications  from 

Adams,  Theodore _  484 

Cullum,  George  W _ 470 

Dahlgren,  John  A _  511 

Foote,  A.  H _  320,  341,  353,  356,  360,  368-370,  385-388,  434, 

438,  439,  444,  446,  450,  464,  468-470,  473,  477,  478,  483,  642,  663 

Fremont,  J.  C _  297 

Halleck,  H.  W _  465 

Howard,  W.  A _ 447 

Meigs,  M.  C _  390,  431,  468, 495 

Moorhead,  J.  K _  281 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  280, 

281,  284-286,  292,  294,  299,  305,  307,  308,  312,  313,  332,  337, 
338,  344,  350,  3S4,  392,  432,  435,  464,  467,  471,  516,  579,  638,  659 

Paulding,  Leonard _  441 

Porter,  W.  D _ . _  350 

Bipley,  J.  W _  453 

Sanford,  J.  P _ — _  580 

Thom,  N.  G _  336 

War  Department,  U.  S - 2S4,  287 

Wise,  George  D _  472 

Wise,  H.  A _ l _  295,  469,  516 

Newspaper  clipping -  461 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Foote,  A.  LI _  331,  335,  337,  343,  353,  359,  368,  392,  432-434,  440-A44 

Fremont,  J.  C - - - 333,  335 

Grant,  U.  S _  428 

Halleck,  H.  W _  575 

Kilty,  A.  H _  367 

N  w  R — vol  22 - 61 
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Western  Waters — Continued.  Page. 

Organization  and  equipment  of  naval  forces  on — Union — Continued. 

Orders  and  instructions — Continued. 

McClellan,  George  B _  504 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  280,  281,  287,  295,  304,  307,  31S,  491 

Rodgers,  Jolm _  294,  296,  301,  306 

War  Department,  U.  S _  575,  576 

Reports  of 

Dove,  B.  M _ 441-143 

Foote,  A.  H _  314,  330,  331,  342,  354, 

355,  357,  360,  363,  364,  373,  376,  378,  384,  390,  393,  395,  429,  438,  445 

Kilty,  A.  II _  365 

Pennock,  A.  M _  478 

Phelps,  S.  L _ 2S9-294,  364 

Rodgers,  John _ 2S2,  283,  286,  294,  297,  29S,  302,  306,  318 

Sanford,  J.  P _ ’ -  342 

Winslow,  John  A _  367 

Wise,  George  D _  456,  460 

See  also  Cairo,  III.;  Mortar  Flotilla;  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Mound  City, 

III.;  Ram  Fleet. 

Pennock,  A.  M.,  appointed  fleet  captain,  U.  S.  naval  forces  on _  374,  443 

Proposal  to  transfer  U.  S.  vessels  on,  to  Navy  Department.  Commu¬ 
nications  from 

Foote,  A.  H _ 1 _  468,  477,  478 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  467,  476,  477,  522 

Rodgers,  John. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  naval  forces  on _  280,  349 

Removed  from  command  of  U.  S.  naval  forces  ou_  297,  307,  318,  320,  349 

Wetzel,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned _  551 

Whalen,  James.  Mentioned _ 736 

Wheeler,  James  R. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S _  27 

Mentioned  _  106, 121, 129, 172, 1S9,  213,  231,  243 

Wheelock,  E.  W.  Mentioned _  769-771 

White,  Captain.  Mentioned _  153 

White  Cloud,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  456,  783 

White,  J.  S.  Mentioned _ 410,  419 

White,  Julius.  Mentioned _  2S9 

White  River,  Arkansas.  Operations  in.  Communications  from  W.  J. 

Anderson  _  S37 

Whiteman,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned _  116 

Whiting,  Adoniram.  Mentioned _  3, 

12,  25,  3S,  56,  106,  120,  12S,  171,  1S8,  212,  230,  254,  260,  262 

Whiting,  C.  H.  Mentioned _  737 

Whiting,  William  D.  Mentioned _ ^ _ 230,  262 

Whittemore,  Henry  M.  Mentioned _ 35,  36 

Whittle,  William  C. 

Memorandum  from,  regarding  strengthening  defenses  of  Island 

No.  10 -  817 

Mentioned -  751,  824,  82S,  840-842,  S44 

Wickliffe,  John  C.  Mentioned _  S03 
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Wickliffe,  Nathaniel.  Correspondence  with  L.  Polk _  612 

Wiggin,  George.  Mentioned -  4, 12,  25,  39,  57. 107, 121, 129, 172, 189,  213,  231 

Wiggins,  Charles.  Mentioned _  737 

Wilbar,  Charles  C.  Mentioned _  114 

Wilcox,  M.  D.  Mentioned _  380-383 

Wilcoxsen,  John  D.  Mentioned _  551 

Wilderness,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  126 

Wilkins,  Anderson.  Mentioned _ 74, 133 

Wilkins,  George  F.  Mentioned _  128,172,189,213,231,255,260,262 

Wilkins,  J.  A.  Mentioned _  423 

Willard,  Charles  M.  Mentioned _ ; _  317 

William  G.  Anderson,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned _  3,  12,  25,  38,  56 

106,  120,  12S,  171,  1SS,  201,  212,  231,  242,  243,  253,  255,  260,  262 

William  H.  Brown,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  404,  440,  444,  448^150,  684,  772,  779 

William  H.  Webb.  See  Webb,  C.  S.  ram. 

Williams,  Courtland  P.  Mentioned _  254,  260 

Williams,  James  B.  Mentioned _  255 

Williams,  John.  Mentioned _  587 

Williams,  L.  Mentioned _  170 

Williams,  Lewis  J.  Mentioned _  75 

Williams,  Peter.  Mentioned _  254,  260,  262 

Williams,  Philip.  Mentioned _ 131, 132 

Williams,  Seth.  Correspondence  -with  U.  S.  Grant _  404 

Williamson,  Captain.  Mentioned _ . _  291,  367 

Williamson,  George.  Correspondence  with  L.  Tilghman _  815 

Williamson,  James  C.  Mentioned _  260 

Willis,  Negro.  Mentioned _  382 

Willis,  Ben.  See  Ben  Willis,  British  schooner. 

Willitt,  Thomas.  Mentioned _ ' _  540 

Will-o’-the-wisp,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  off  Galveston,  Tex.,  Febru¬ 
ary  10,  1865 _  32-37,  124 

Wilson,  Byron. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Lexington -  324 

Mentioned _  342,  352,  361,  442,  443,  580,  684 

Report  of  departure  of  steamer  Dan.  G.  Taylor  from  Cairo _  448 

Wilson,  Charles  (Seaman).  Mentioned _  694 

Wilson,  Charles,  1st.  Mentioned -  736 

Wilson,  Charles,  2d.  Mentioned -  736 

Wilson,  Dana.  Mentioned -  540 

Wilson,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Morris -  51 

Mentioned _  3,  6,  12,  25,  38,  56,  106,  120,  128,  171,  188,  212,  217,  230 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Point,  Tex.  Attempted  destruction  of  Confederate  steamer 

near,  February  25,  1865 -  51 

Galveston,  Tex.  Defenses  of - -  _  124 

Wilson,  James  H.  Mentioned -  90 

Wilson,  John.  Mentioned -  -  -  74,132 

Wilson,  O.  Mentioned -  -  736 

Wilson,  V.  F.  See  V.  F.  Wilson,  Steamer. 

Wilson,  William  H.  Mentioned - 550 

Winchester,  Steamer.  Mentioned -  752,  757,  771 
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Winnebago,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Laid  up  at  New  Orleans,  La _  252,  255 

Mentioned _  4,  12,  25,  39,  57, 

71-73,  79,  80,  87,  107,  118,  121,  122,  129,  135,  139,  172,  189,  213,  231 

Operations  in  Mobile  Bay _  8,  9 

Winslow,  Henry.  Mentioned _ 411,  416 

Winslow,  John  A. 

Certificate  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Ludlow  regarding  wound  of _  456 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H -  368,  432,  442 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  334 

Mentioned -  261,  361,  305,  374,  433,  434,  441,  448,  456,  478,  482,  501,  503 

Reports  of. 

Cairo,  Ill.  Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis  at _  444 

Emerald,  Steamer.  Charter  of _  367 

Wintersmith,  Richard  C.  Report  of  attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn., 

February  12,  1862 _  609 

Wintter,  D.  Mentioned _ 819 

Wisconsin  No.  2,  Steamer.  Mentioned _  769,771 

Wisdom,  Dew  Moore.  Mentioned _  423 

Wisdom,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned _ _ _ 617,  618 

Wise,  A.  Mentioned _  170 

Wise,  George  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Foote,  A.  H - -  459,  462,  463,  472,  491,  496,  674,  760 

Wise,  H.  A _  679 

Mentioned - 3S6,  477,  484,  640,  642,  663,  673,  684 

Report  of  organization  of  U.  S.  naval  forces  on  Western  waters _  456,  460 

Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Ames,  J.  T _  769 

Blair,  Frank  P _  295 

Foote,  A.  H -  469,  516,  517,  521-524,  526-528,  532,  549,  613,  635, 

636,  641,  649,  655,  657,  665,  666,  669,  670,  679,  685-688,  759,  761 

Halleck,  H.  W _  641 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  of _  614,  657,  659 

Parrott,  R.  P _  673 

Pennock,  A.  M -  620,  670,  684,  702 

President,  U.  S _  587 

Ripley,  J.  W -  576 

Sanford,  Joseph  P _  g79 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S _  642 

Wise,  G.  D -  679 

Mentioned -  435,  522)  529,  530 

Withers,  William  T.  Plan  of,  for  defense  of  Mississippi  River _  829 

Witt,  Esau.  Mentioned _  7gg 

Wittmough,  G.  Mentioned _  7gg 

Wolfe,  James.  Mentioned _  4q7 

Wolverene,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned _ 24  183 

Wood,  Maria  A.  See  Maria  A.  Wood,  V.  S.  schooner. 

Wood,  Sallie.  See  Sallie  Wood,  Steamer. 

Wood,  W.  H.  Correspondence  with  Allan  Pinkerton _  ]52 

Woodlock,  Andrew,  Mentioned _  55q 
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Pace. 

"Woodman,  Ephraim  "W.  Correspondence  with  J.  F.  Armstrong _  257 

"Woodruff,  Israel  C.  Mentioned _  2S9 

Woods,  Charles  Roberts.  Mentioned _  263,264 

Woods,  J.  See  J.  Woods,  Steamer. 

Woolf,  Charles.  Mentioned _  094 

Woolsey,  Melancthon  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Harden,  John  F _ 

McKay,  C.  E _ _ 

Wade,  H.  C _  6 

Mentioned— -  4, 12,  25,  29,  30,  33,  37,  39,  56, 106, 121, 129, 172 

Report  of  destruction  of  steamer  Will-o’-the-wisp  off  Galveston,  Tex., 

February  10,  1S65 _ 34 

Worden,  John  L.  Mentioned _  jqq 

Worthington,  William  H.  Mentioned _ G07,  754 

Wren,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ _  27-30  33  190 

Wright,  John  V. 

Mentioned  -  406,408,411-413,418 

Report  of  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7,  1861 _  421 

Wright,  Marcus  J.  Mentioned _ _ _ 443,  449,  737 

Wright,  Moses  H.  Mentioned _  792 

Wyman,  Charles.  Mentioned _  730 

Yankee,*  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  309,  323,  325,  326,  328,  329,  331,  779 

Yantic,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of _  224 

Yates,  Arthur  R. 

Mentioned  __  4, 12,  25,  39,  56,  106, 121, 128, 172, 175, 189,  212,  231,  254,  260,  262 

Report  of  operations  in  Mississippi  Sound _  443 

Yazoo,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned _  742;  757 

Yglesias,  Salvador.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  II.  Stevens _  182 

Yion,  E.  Mentioned _  382 

Yucca,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned -  240,  253,  254,  260,  262 

Orders  for  movements _ 246 

Zeeman,  Admiral.  Mentioned _  385 

Zollieoffer,  Fort.  See  Fort  Zollicoffer. 


*  Known  officially  as  Jackson. 
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